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PREFACE. 


f"  jO  H  E  farther  we  proceed  in  our  undertaking, 
the  lefs  occaiion  do  we  find  to  enlarge  much  on 
the  objedts  which  it  has  in  view,  or  on  the  manner  iii 
which  it  is  conduced. 

With  regard,  however,  to  the  Foreign  Hiftory,  there 
is  one  thing  which  may  feem  to  demand  fome  parties 
lar  notice.  It  may,  perhaps,  be  thought,  that  we  have 
not  gone  fo  far  in  our  relation  of  French  Affairs  as 
might  reafonably  have  been  expedted.  But  before  we 
proceeded  to  a  diftindt  narrative  of  the  late  aftonifhing 
Revolution  in  France,  we  were  defirous  of  accurately 
and  minutely  tracing  the  fteps  which  led  to  fo  mighty 
a  change  in  that  kingdom.  Having  now  accomplifhed 
this  objedt,  it  is  our  purpofe,  in  the  next  Volume,  to 
give  a  compadt  and  energetic  account  of  the  whole  of 
the  grand  event  we  are  fpeaking  of,  down  to  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  National  Confhtution.  The  prefent 
delay  will  enable  us  to  execute  our  defign  more  per- 
fedtly  and  more  inftrudtively  than  could  otherwife  have 
been  done.  In  the  mean  while,  our  colledlion  of 
Public  Papers  will  exhibit  to  the  reader  feveral  of  the 
moil  important  tranfadtions  and  memorials  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Affembly. 

Though  we  aim  at  all  reafonable  concifenefs  in  our 
view  of  the  Progrefs  of  Knowledge,  Learning,  and 
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Tafte,  In  Great  Britain,  oar  Hiftory  of  the  fubjedt  mull 
neceflarily  be  enlarged  as  we  advance  to  more  fcienti- 
fic  and  literary  times,  juftice  cannot  be  clone  to  the 
reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  in  lefs  than  two  farther  arti¬ 
cles.  When  we  come  to  treat  on  Ciaffical  and  Polite 
Literature,  on  Poetry,  and  on  matters  or  Tafte  in  ge¬ 
neral,  that  reign,  will  difplay  more  pleafing  objects 
than  it  has  fet  before  us  with  refpect  to  the  State  of 
Religious  and  Political  Knowledge,  and  the  improve¬ 
ments  that  were  made  in  Philofophic  Science. 

Our  Mifcellaneous  Department  will  be  found  to  be 
enriched  with  a  number  of  curious,  inftrudtive,  and 
entertaining  articles,  extracted  from  the  moft  valuable 
Publications  of  the  Year.  Of  the  account  which  is 
given  of  Domeftic  and  Foreign  Literature  we  may  fafely 
aflert,  that  it  is  written  with  an  impartiality,  attention, 
and  care,  not  inferior  to  what  have  appeared  in  any 
former  Volume.  Under  the  head  of  Natural  Philofo- 
phy,  Ghemiftry,  and  Medicine,  we  continue  to  receive 
the  voluntary  affiftance  of  the  ingenious  correfpondent 
whole  knowledge  and  judgment  in  fubjects  of  this 
kind  are  diftinguifhed  by  peculiar  excellence. 
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WE  have  formerly  had  occ^fion  to  mention  the 
circumilances  that  gave  peculiar  powers  and  prero¬ 
gatives  to  the  houfe  of  Tudor.  Thefe  circuindanees  we 
have  feen  to  have  had  fo  mighty  an  effed,  that  what  traces 
there  heretofore  were  of  liberty  in  the  Engliih  confuta¬ 
tion  appeared  to  be  in  a  great  meafure  obliterated  ;  and 
indeed,  obliterated  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  fome  writers  have 
not  fcrupled  to  alTert,  that  the  government  was  totally 
abfolute.  They  have  particularly  pronounced,  that  this 
/  was  the  cafe  in  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth.  But  though, 
in  her  time,  the  frame  of  the  conftitution  was  far  from 
being  fo  exactly  modelled  as  it  hath  lince  been  ;  though 
fhe  exercifed  prerogatives  which  are  now  juftly  exploded  ; 
nay,  though  fhe  even  went  fo  far  as,  in  a  few  inltances,  to 
imprifon  certain  members  of  the  houfe  of  commons  who 
violently  pufhed  on  bills  which  fhe  was  determined  to 
*  1790*  a  rejed* 
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reje& ;  fUU,  we  are  not  to  imagine  that  all  the  freedom  of 
our  form  of  government  was  loft  or  deftroyed.  There 
was  a  portion  ©f  liberty  in  it ;  and  according  to  the  ideas 
which  fhe  entertained  of  that  portion,  the  queen's  conduct 
was  regulated.  With  the  legillative  power  of  parliament 
fhe  did  not  interfere ;  nor  did  (lie  either  controvert  or  im^ 
pair  the  exclufive  privilege  of  that  aflembly  in  the  impofi- 
tion  of  taxes.  Thefe  important  branches  of  parliamentary 
authority  there  is  no  veftige  of  her  attempting  or  defiring 
to  violate.  In  the  thirteenth  year  of  her  reign,  we  find 
parliament  ftrongly  afterting  its  power  to  fettle  and  limit 
the  fucceffion  to  the  crown,  by  declaring  it  high  treafon 
to  call  this  power  in  queftion.  With  regard  to  Elizabeth's 
miprifonment  of  feme  members  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
it  ought  to  be  remembered,  that  however  unjuftifiable  her 
conduct  was  in  that  refpedt,  the  malignity  of  it  was  not  lb 
great  as  any  thing  of  the  like  kind  would  be  at  prefent.  It 
is  now,  with  a  few  exceptions,  become  a  fundamental 
principle  of  the  conftitution,  that  the  king  lhall  not  take 
notice  of  any  bill  depending  in  parliament ;  and  that,  be¬ 
fore  it  has  paHTed  the  two  houfes,  the  royal  aftent  or  nega¬ 
tive  lhall  not  be  declared.  But  it  does  not  appear  that 
this  rule  was  completely  and  invariably  eftablifhed  in  the 
reign  concerning  which  we  are  treating.  H  he  interference 
of  the  queen,  in  the  manner  deferibed,  was  only  in  cafes 
where  Ihe  imderftood  her  ancient  prerogative  to  be  invaded, 
nor  did  Ihe  ever  pretend  to  punifli  the  liberty  of  fpeech, 
tjnlefs  when  it  was  indulged  in  continuing  to  pufh  thofe 
bills  which  Ihe  had  declared  her  final  refolution  to  re¬ 
ject. 

It  has  been  urged  as  a  proof  of  the  defpotic  nature  of  her 
government,  that  loon  after  her  acceffion  to  the  crown,  fhe 
fufpended  the  laws,  fo  far  as  to  order  great  part  of  the 
fervice,  the  Litany,  the  Lord's  Prayer,  the  Creed,  and  the 
Gofpel,  to  be  read  in  Englifh ;  and  that  though  this  may 
he  deemed  to  have  been  a  frivolous  innovation,  it  implied 
the  molt  material  confequences,.  But  it  fhould  not  be 
forgotten,  that  in  this  cafe,  the  difpenfing  power  was  ex- 
esdied  under  great  limitations,  and  .  iq  very  lingular  cir- 
«no5b;  j  n  cumftanccs. 
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cumftances.  Indeed,  fuch  was,  at  that  time,  the  peculiar 
and  critical  fkuation  of  the  kingdom,  the  agitation, 

of  the  minds  of  the  people,  that  the  liberty  alfumed  by  the 
queen  ought  rather  to  be  regarded  as  a  rneafure  calculated 
for  the  prefent  fecuritv  of  the  Proteftant  religion  and  its 
profelfors,  than  as  a  violent  exertion  of  the  prerogative,  in 
oppofition  to  the  laws  of  the  land.  i  m 

Nor  is  it  true,  what  hath  been  averted,  that  the  fovereign 
was  poffefTed  of  every  power  but  that  of  impofing  taxes. 

In  confutation  of  this  affertion,  which  has  Mr.  Hume 
for  its  author,  it  may  be  obferved,  that  the  power  of 
legidation  was  veiled  in  the  king,  lords,  and  commons*" 
Neither  was  the  judicial  authority,  in  ordinary  cafes,  exer* 
cited  by  the  crown,  but  diilributed  among  various  courts1 
of  juftice.  The  judges,  indeed,  from  the  manner  of  their 
appointment,  might  be  fufpe<fted  to  favour  the  preroga¬ 
tive  ;  notwithilanding  which,  the  modes  of  their  procedure,, 
and  the  general  rules  of  law  were,  upon  the  whole,  too 
invariably  determined  ufually  to  admit  of  any  very  grofs 
degree  of  partiality.  The  inilitution  like  wife  of  juries , 
which  had  long  been  completely  eilablilhed,  was  calculated 
in  an  eminent  degree  to  fecure  the  rights  of  the  people. 

In  addition  to  thefe  remarks,  for  the  fubllance  of  which 
we  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Millar,  it  is  worthy  of  particular 
notice,  that  the  opinion  of  the  government's  having  been 
in  its  nature  defpotic,  is  contradidled  by  the  exprefs  teflF 
mony  of  two  contemporary  witneffes,  whofe  authority  is  fo 
unqueftionable,  that  a  rational  doubt  cannot  be  entertained 
upon  the  fubjedl,  Thefe  are  fir  Thomas  Smith,  principal 
fccretary  both  to  Edward  the  Sixth  and  queen  Elizabeth, 
and  John  Aylmer,  biihop  of  London ;  neither  of  whom  can  be 
fufpe£ted  of  having  had  the  leall  inclination  to  detract  from 
the  prerogatives  of  the  fovereign.  Sir  Thomas  Smith  in 
his  u  Commonwealth  of  England,'*  thus  exprefTes  him* 
felf  concerning  the  Englifh  conftituiion.  “  The  molt 
high  and  abfolute  power  of  the  realm  of  England  con* 
CJC  fillet h  in  the  parliament.  The  parliament  abrogateth  old 
K  laws,  maketh  new,  giveth  order  for  things  pad,  and  for 
^  'thihgs  hereafter  to  be  followed  ;  changeth  rights  and  pof- 
Minsttaws  a  2  <c  feffiona 
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fe  feffipns  of  private  men,  legitimateth  badards,  eftablifheth 
forms  of  religion,  altereth  weights  and  meafures,  giveth 
form  of  lucceffion  to  the  crown  ;  defineth  of  doubtful 
€c  rights 5  whereof  no  law  is  already  made  ;  appointeth 
fubfidies,  tallies,  taxes  and  impofitions  ;  giveth  mod: 
free  pardons  and  abfolutions  ;  reftoreth  in  blood  and 
name  ;  as  the  highefl  court,  condemnethorabfolveth  them 
whom  the  prince  will  put  to  that  trial.  And  to  be  fliort, 
all  that  ever  the  people  of  Rome  might  do,  either  in 
centuriaiis  comitiis ,  or  tributis ,  the  fame  may  be  done  by 
the  parliament  of  England,  which  reprefenteth,  and 
hath  the  power  of  the  whole  realm,  both  the  head  and 
the  body.  For  every  Englifhman  is  intended  to  be  there 
prefent,  either  in  perfon  or  by  procuration  and  attorney, 
u  of  what  pre-eminence,  date,  dignity,  or  quality  foever 
<£  he  be,  from  the  prince,  to  the  lowed  perfon  in  England. 
*c  And  the  con  fen  t  of  parliament  is  taken  to  be  every  man’s 
<c  coofent.”  Among  the  privileges  of  parliament  men¬ 
tioned  by  this  writer,'  it  is  particularly  fpecified,  that  the 
members  tc  may  frankly  and  freely  fay  their  minds,  in  dif- 
puting  of  iuch  matters  as  may  come  in  quedion,  and 
that  without  offence  to  his  majedy  * .” 

Equally  pofitive  is  the  teftimony  of  bifhop  Aylmer. 
The  regiment  of  England,5’  fays  this  prelate,  “  is  not  a 
mere  monarchy ,  as  fome  for  lack  of  confideration  think  5 
nor  a  mere  oligarchy,  nor  democracy  ;  'but  a  mixed  rule 
<c  of  all ‘thefe  ;  wherein  each  one  of  thefe  have,  or  fhould 
have,  like  authority.  The  image  whereof,  and  not  the 
image,  but  the  thing  indeed,  is  to  be  feen  in  the  parlia* 
cc  ment  houfe ;  wherein  you  fhali  find  thefe  three  eltates  : 
cc  the  king  or  queen,  which  reprefenteth  monarchy.;  the 
noblemen,  which  be  the- arifiocracy,  and  the  burgeiies  and 
knights,  the  democracy.  The  very  fame  had  Lacedemo- 
‘  “  -id  a,  the  nobled  and  bed  governed  city  that  ever  was. 
-^rThefy  had  their  king,  their  fen  ate,  and  their  hippagretes, 
wuich  were  ior  the  people..  As  in  Eacedemonianone 
ok  theie.' could  make  or  break  laws, murder/*  for/' war--  or 
br  do  any  'things without  the:  other  ;  ifie  ;king; 
.oAmmt ..without  the-ienate  and  sorm;no'ns.'  ncc  either  of 
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Ci  them,  Of  both,  without  the  king  (albeit  the  fen  ate  and 
ephori  had  greater  authority  than  the  king  had  ;)  itf  like 
iC  manner,  if  the  parliament  ufe  their  privileges,  the  ddn 
<c  can  do  nothing  without  them  :  if  he  do,  it  is  his  fault  i 
c<  ufurping  it,  and  their  folly  in  permitting  it,  Where- 
<f  fore,  in  my  judgment,  thofe  that  in  king  Henryk  days 
66  would  not  grant  him,  that  proclamations  (hould  have 
<c  the  force  of  a  ftatute,  were  good  fathers  of  the  country, 
and  worthy  commendation  in  defending  their  liberty.” 
That  fpeculative  ideas  of  the  nature  and  defign  of 
government,  conformable  to  thefe  fentiments,  were  adopted 
in  queen  Elizabeth's  reign,  is  evident  from  no  lefs  an  exam¬ 
ple  than  that  of  the  venerable  Hooker.  u  Government,” 
he  obferves,  “  was  originally  by  mutual  agreement  amongft 
<c  men,  yielding  themfelves  fubjebt  thereunto;  that  unto 
cc  whom  they  granted  authority  to  rule  and  govern,  by  them 
the  peace,  tranquillity,  and  happy  eftate  of  the  reft  might 
€f  be  procured.  And  the  public  power  of  every  fociety, 
<c  being  above  every  foul  contained  in  the  fame  focietv, 
mull:  be  obeyed,  unlefs  there  be  reafon  ihewed,  which 
€<  may  neceffarily  enforce  that  the  law  of  reafon  or  of  God 
<f  doth  enjoin  the  contrary.  For  men  always  knew,  that 
€C  where  force  and  injury  w7as  offered,  they  might  be  de« 
fenders  of  themfelves.  Laws  they  are  not  which  public 
fC  approbation  hath  not  made  fo  ;  and  for  any  prince  or  poten-  • 
w  tate,  of  what  kind  foever  upon  earth,  to  exercife  the 
€C  power  of  making  laws  of  himfelf,  is  no  better  than  mere 
tyranny.” 

We  are  not,  however,  to  fuppofe  that  lentiments  fb  juft 
and  liberal,  concerning  the  origin  and  nature  of  govern¬ 
ment,  were  the  common  dodtrines  of  the  times.  The 
people  were  involved  in  fo  much  darknefs,  and  had  fo  long 
been  habituated  to  bow  down  under  the  aftumed  authority 
of  the  princes  of  the  houfe  of  Tudor,  that  they  did  not,  in 
general,  raife  their  minds  to  thofe  manly  ideas  of  liberty 
which  reafon  dictates,  or  even  maintain  that  exercife  of  it 
to  which  they  were  entitled  by  the  actual  conlfitution  of 
England.  Neverthelefs,  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  and 
efpecially  in  the  latter  part  of  it,  more  rational  views  began 
|  rv  a  3  gradually 
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gradually  to  be  cliffufed.  This  circumftance  was  owing  to 
a- let  of  men  from  whom,  perhaps,  at  firfl  it  was  very  littie 
erxpedted.  The  Puritans,  who  had  attacked  with  fo  much 
boldnefs  the  ecclefiaftical  form  of  government,  proceeded 
to  advance  notions  highly  favourable  to  civil  freedom. 
Several  of  them  obtained  feats  in  the  houfe  of  commons, 
where  they  diftinguiflied  themfelves  by  an  oppofition  to 
'the  meafures  of  the  crown  which  hitherto  very  few  had 
dared  to  put  in  practice.  The  principles  maintained 
by  them  were  popular,  noble,  and  generous.  They  in¬ 
filled  that  every  thing  which  concerned  the  community  ought 
Tull  f  to  be  debated  in  parliament,  where  even  the  right  of 
the  crown  itfelf  muft  finally  be  determined.  They 
alledgedthat  the  prerogative  of  the  prince  was  limited  by 
law  5  and  that  as  the  fovereign  could  not  of  himfelf  make 
'  laws,  neither  could  he  break  them,  merely  from  his  own 
authority.  Mr.  Hume  goes  fo  far  as  to'affert,  that  the 
precious  fpark  of  liberty  had  been  kindled,  and  was  pie- 

-  ferved  by  the  Puritans  alone  ;  and  that  it  was  to  this  left, 

•  whofe- principles  appear  fo  frivolous,  and  habits  fo  ridicu- 
•'  lous,  that  the  Englilh  owe  the  whole  freedom  of  their 

conftitution.  How  truly  it  may  be  faid,  that  the  principles 

-  of  the  Puritans  were  frivolous,  and  their  habits  ridiculous, 
it  is  not  our  prefent  bufinefs  to  decide.  Difienters  may 
probably  be  willing  to  forgive  the  reflection,  for  the  fake  of 

■  the  compliment.  But  it  is  apparent,  from  what  has  already 
been  advanced,  that  the  compliment  cannot  be  admitted 
t  in  its  full  extent.  It  is,  indeed,  manifeft,  from  the  hiflory 
of  the  Puritans,  that  they  were  infpired  with  a  manly  fpirit 
of  liberty,  and  that  they  contributed,  in  a  high  degree,  to 
its  di  flu  lion  and  increafe.  But  it  is  going  much  too  far  to 
4  affirm,  that  we  owe  to  them  the  whole  freedom  of  our 
conftitution,  , 


To  whatever  perfons,  or  whatever  circumftances  it  was 
owing,  one  thing  is  certain,  which  is,  that  the  caufe.  of 
civil  liberty  gained  fome  ground  towards  the  dole  of  the 
v  queen’s  reign.  The  rights  of  the  fubjeft  began  to  be  better 
,  under  flood,  and  more  vigourofly  maintained  ;  and  parlia- 
<  jpeutary  fpeakers,  without  the  fear  or  danger  of  imprison- 

p  6  meat. 
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ment,  affumed  a  greater  boldnefs  in  arraigning  the  conduct 
of  government.  This  they  did  fo  effectually,  in  the  cafe  of 
monopolies,  that  Elizabeth  was  obliged  to  give  way,  and 
fhe  had  the  wifdom  to  do  it  with  a  good  grace.  In  fhort, 
a  new  fpirit  appeared,  which,  in  fucceeding  reigns,  was 
attended  with  very  great  and  important  confluences. 

Though  the  sera  of  juft  opinions  with  regard  to  conftitu- 
tional  freedom  was  not  fully  arrived,  few  ages  had  been 
more  diftinguifhed  by  a  knowledge  of  general  politics. 
The  fcience  of  practical  government  was  well  underftood, 
and  carried  to  a  great  height.  Scarcely  any  reign  can  be 
mentioned,  in  the  whole  courfe  of  our  Hiftory,  which  has 
been  productive  of  fuch  a  fet  of  wile,  able,  and  upright 
ftatefmen.  To  enumerate  them,  and  efpecially  to  enter 
into  a  difplay  of  their  merits,  would  lead  us  to  a  tranf- 
greffion  of  the  limits  to  which  we  are  confined.  The  names 
of  fir  Thomas  Smith,  fir  Nicholas  Bacon,  Walter 
Devereux,  earl  of  Effex,  William  Davifon,  fir  Francis 
Walfvngham,  and  William  Cecil,  lord  Burghley,  will 
naturally  occur  to  fuch  of  our  readers  as  are  not  ftrangers 
to  the  biography  of  their  country  ;  and  the  catalogue  might 
admit  of  a  copious  enlargement. 

Novv  we  are  fpeaking  of  ftatefmen,  it  cannot  be  amifs  to 
take  notice  of  the  intriguing  fpirit  of  the  age.  Moft  of  the 
young  men  of  the  time,  of  any  fafhion  or  liberal  educa¬ 
tion,  applied  themfelves  to  the  ltudy  of  politics;  and 
for  this  purpofe  feduloufly  cultivated  thofe  branches  of 
knowledge  which  were  calculated  to  fit  them  for  publip 
life.  The  ancient  tongues  they  poffefted  in  the  ordinary 
courfe  of  academical  institutions;  but  their  immediate  view 
of  recommending  themfelves  to  government,  and  of  rifing 
to  the  offices  of  the  ftate,  particularly  led  them  to  obtain  a 
fltill  in  modern  languages,  and  to  engage  in  foreign  travel, 
that  they  might  be  able  to  communicate  intelligence  to 
their  refpedtive  patrons.  The  languages  they  chiefly 
ftudied  were  theFrench,  the  Italian,  and  the  Spanifh.  It  is 
amufing  to  obferve,  in  reading  the  memorials  of  the  times, 
how  anxioufly  thefe  young  ftatefmen  picked  up  every  de¬ 
gree  of  information  they  could  meet  with  in  the  ^countries 

a  4  they 
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they  vifited,  how  diligently  they  conveyed  it  to  their  em¬ 
ployers,  how  ingenioudy  they  {peculated  upon  it,  and  how 
folicitous  they  were  to  difplay  their  own  political  fagacity 
and  importance. 

The  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth  was  not  unfruitful  in 
eminent  lawyers,  fome  of  whom  by  their  learned  writings' 
added  confiderably  to  the  knowledge  of  their  profeffion. 
This  was  particularly  the  cafe  with,  regard  to  Edmund 
Plowden,  fir  James  Dyer,  fir  Edmund  Anderfon,-  and 
fir  John  Popharn. 

Plowden’s  and  fir  James  Dyer’s  Reports  ftill,  we  believe, 
maintain  a  fhare  of  reputation,  and  are  of  fome,  though 
probably  of  no  very  great  confequence  in  the  prefent  courfe 
of  legal  ftudy.  Dyer  prefided  in  the  court  of  common 
pleas,  with  diftinguifhed  ability  and  integrity,  twenty-four 
years ;  a  fpace  of  time  which  perhaps  has  only  been 
equalled  in  a  fingle  inftance.  A  high  character  both  of 
Plowden’s  and  Dyer’s  works  has  been  given  by  fir  Edward 
Coke.  He  lays  of  Plowden’s  Commentaries,  that  they  are 
exquifite  and  elaborate  ;  and  he  defcribes  fir  James  Dyer’s 
obfervations  as  fummary  and  fruitful,  judge  Jenkins  like- 
wife,  in  the  preface  to  his  Centuries,”  fpeaks  of  Dyer  and 
Plowden  as  remarkably  great  men,  who  have  illuftrated 
our  law  by  their  learned  publications. 

William  Fleetwood,  who,  in  this  reign  was  a  very 
celebrated  and  adfive  Recorder  of  London,  wrote  a  few 
things  in  the  way  of  his  profeflion.  Thomas  Owen,  a 
judge  of  the  common  pleas,  had  in  his  younger  life  been 
the  author  of  a  book  of  Reports.  William  Fulbeck  ex¬ 
tended  his  views  to  a  more  general  fpecies  of  legal  com- 
poiitlon.  Befides  treating  on  Chriftian  Ethics,  and  making 
a  cblledt.idri  “relative  to  the  Roman  Hiftory,  he  publifhed 
a  ’direction  or  preparation  to  the  Study  of  the  Law,  and  a 
Parallel  or  Conference  of  the  Civil,  the  Canon*  and  the 
Common  Law. 

Walter  Haddon,  Adam  Blackwood,  and  Alexander 
Arbuthnot,  were  civilians  of  reputation.  To  Haddon  the 
praife  may  be  added  of  his  having  been  one  of  the  moil: 
elegant  Latin  fcholars  of  the  time.  If  credit  is  to  be  given 
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mo  the  enComiiMUs  'fh at  have  been  palled  on  Bia'ckw’pbcT, 
his  talents-  were  cbiifkierable,  but  he  dwgraceb  ihenVbk  hiS 
arbitrary,  principles.  He  p 

divine  authority  of  princes  over  their  fubiefe,  and  took 


great  pains  to  pro w  out; table  to  their 

people  for  any  crimes  what  foe  ver.  Witirthefe  fentime  nts 
it  is  not  fur  prizing  that  'he  fhould  write  with  much  waiiptU 
.a  gain  ft  George  Buchanan’s  treat  ife  4C  de  jure  Regni  apud 
Scotosd’  Buchanan-, •  on-  account  of  tins  famous  wotk,  wm  ch 
rofe  fo  greatly  above  the  general  fpirit  of  the  age?  defer ves 
here  to  be  particularly  -noticed ;  though  we  fhdil  her  eat  ter 
have  occafion  more  than  once,  to  remember  him,  fo  various 
are  his  claims  tu  applaufe.  A rb nth  not  is.  laid  to  have  been 
eminent  as  a  poet,  a  philofopher,  a  inatheniaticiany  a  di¬ 
vine,  and  a  phyfieian.  But  no  regard  is  to  be  paid,  to  fuck 
extravagant  praifes.  He  only  diftinguifhed  hi.mfelf  by 
one  publication,  which  was  written  in  Latin,  and  is 
elleemed  a  learned  and  elegant  performance.  We  mean 
his  £<  Orations  on  the  Origin  and  Dignity  of  the  Law.” 
It  is  a  circumftance  to  his  honour,  that  he  was  the  frit 
editor  of  Buchanan’s  Hifidry  -of  Scotland.  In  a  former 
article  we  forgot  to  fpecify,  as  a  legal  writer,  fir  Robert 
Broke,  who  fiourifhed  in  the  reigns  of  king  Edward  the 
Sixth  and  queen  Mary,  and  who  rofe  to  be  lord  chief 
juftice  of  the  common  pleas.  Fie  is  applauded  by  fir 
Edward  Coke  ;  and  judge  Jenkins  hath  ranked  him  with 
Plowden,  Dyer,  and  the  moft  eminent  authors  of  the  kind. 

The  great  general  principles  of  natural  philofophy,  fo 
far  as  natural  philofophy  is  founded  on  truth  and  experi 
ment,  continued  nearly  in  the  fame  ftate  of  ignorance  in 
which  they  had  long  fubfifted.  In  this  refpedl  Ariftotle 
was  ftil  1  the  grand  authority,  an  analyfis  of  whom  was 
publifhed  by  James  Cheyne,  afterwards  rebror  of  the  Scotch 
College  at  Douay  in  Flanders.  The  fame  author  wrote 
upon  the  celeitial  globe,  and  upon  geography.;  but  with 
what  fucceis  we  are  not  able  to  fay  ;  for  his  works,  though 
applauded  by  his  contemporaries,  are  now,  we  luppofe,  con 
figned  to  abfolute  oblivion.  James  Baflantin,  another 
Stotfm&n,  publifhed  a  treat!  ft:  on  aftronomy,  which  was  fo 
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’.popular*  as  to  go  through  three  editions.  In  the  titfc 
-which  was  given  it  by  Tirncsfius,  who  mandated  It  from 
French  into  Latin*  it  is  called*  “  Opus  Ablolutiftimum,” 
a  mod: .perfect work.  Ac  prefent,  however,  it  is  as  much 
forgotten  as  the  productions  of  his  countryman,  James 
Cheyne.  Baffantin  had  undoubtedly  the  reputation  of  being 
one  of  the  gr  cate  ft  aftronomers  of  the  age ;  but  whatever 
might  be  his  abilities,  they  were  difgraced  by  the  infatua¬ 
tion  of  judicial  aftrology  ;  the  beft  apology  for  which  is, 
that  it  was  the  error  of  the  times. 

Though  natural  philofophy,  in  its  more  extenfive  fenfe, 
was  little  underftood,  mathematical  fcience  was  cultivated 
in  a  very  confklerable degree.  Great  Britain, .during the  reign 
of  Elizabeth,  produced  feveral  men  who  rofe  to  eminence 
in  this  department  of  knowledge.  Among  the  reft  may 
be  reckoned  Baffantin,  already  mentioned.  Bifhop  Tanner 
fays  of  him,  that  he  far  excelled  all  the  mathematicians  of 
tiis  own  age;  but  the  learned  prelate  was  probably  no  judge 
;  -of  the  matter,  and  might  rely  on  the  foie  teftimony  of 
Thomas  Dempfter,  who,  to  fpeak  as  favourably  of  him  as 
poffiblc,  is  an  incompetent  authority. 

•  One  of  the  moll  diftingnifhed  mathematicians  of  the  period 
was  John  Dee,  who,  if  he  had  confined  hitnfelf  rationally 
to  mathematical  attainments,  might  have  fhone  with  ex¬ 
traordinary  fplendour.  But  his  talents  were  mixed  with 
absurdities  and  extravagances  which  reflected  high  dif- 
honour  upon  him.  He  was  not  only  deeply  devoted  to 
judicial  aftrology,  but  became  a  bold  alchemifc,  and,  at 
length ,  a  necromancer.  It  is  difficult  to  fay,  whether  en- 
thuftafm  or  roguery  conftituted  the  mod  prominent  part  of 
his  character ;  but  it  was  probably  compounded  of  both, 
and  the  union  is  far  from  being  an  uncommon  thing.  The 
whole  of  his  life  forms  one  of  the  mod  curious  narrations 
■  m  the  literary  Hiftory  of  England,  and  ftrongly  paints  the 
credulity  of  the  times  $  tor  an  extraordinary  degree  pi  at- 
~  tendon  and  credit  was  paid  to  his  pretenfions  by  perfons  of 
'  the  mod  elevated  rank,  and  even  by  fovereign  princes  in 
different  countries  of  Europe.  Queen  Elizabeth  was  not 
adksk  prejudicetUn  his  favour.  Thofe  who  with  to  fee 

the 


O  F  K  K  O  W  L  E  D  G  E,  &c* 


xl 


the  abilities,  the  adventures,  and  &e  various  fortunes  of 
John  Dee  fully  difplayed,  may  have  recourfe  to  theBiogra- 
phia  Britannica,  where  there  is  an  article  which  appears  to 
comprehend  all  the  information  concerning  him  that  is  now 
attainable. 

The  age,  however,  was  productive  of  foberer  mathemati¬ 
cians  than  James  Baffantin  and  John  Dee.  Of  this  number 
was  Thomas  Digges,  who  directed  his  mathematical  know¬ 
ledge  to  the  inft ruCtion  of  foldiers,  and  the  improvement  of 
military  difcipline.  His  fituation  probably  led  him  to 
fubjedts  of  this  kind  ;  for  he  was  muder- mafter-general  of 
the  forces  which  the  queen  fent  to  the  aflidance  of  the  op- 
preffed  inhabitants  of  the  Netherlands.  Accordingly  he 
publifhed  an  arithmetical  military  treatife,  and  a  geometri¬ 
cal  work  named  66  Stratiotocos’,  compendioufly  teaching 
the  fcience  of  numbers,  and  fo  much  of  the  rules  and , 
equations  algebraical,  as  are  requifite  for  the  profellion  of 
a  foldier.  He  wrote  alfo,  in  pure  mathematics,  and  was  the 
author  of  a  Perfect  Description  of  the  Celedial  Orbs, 
according  to  the  mod  Ancient  Do&rine  of  the  Pytha¬ 
gorean  s.”  \  t 

Sir  John  Smith  like  Digges,  applied  his  mathematical 
{kill  to  military  concerns,  in  a  difcourfe  concerning  the 
forms  and  dfedt  of  divers  weapons,  and  chiefly  of  mulquet, 
caliver,  and  long-bow.  Sir  Henry  Savile  might  here  be 
mentioned  on  account  of  his  thirteen  pnelefitions  on  the 
beginning  of  Euclid’s  Elements  ;  but  he  is  principally  to 
be  diftinguifhed  by  his  eminence  in  philological  literature* 
One  of  the  greatefl  mathematical  ornaments  of  the  reign 
was  Thomas  Harriot.  It  was  in  algebra  that  he  particu¬ 
larly  excelled.  I  e  was  the  inventor  of  fo  many  excellent 
and.  ufeful  improvements  in  algebraical  calculations,  that 
his  name  dill  dands  in  high  reputation,  and  he  is  de- 
fervedly  ranked  among  thofe  illuftrious  writers,  who  have 
reflected  honour  on  this  country.  His  inventions  were 
borrowed  by  Defcartes,  without  acknowledging  the  obliga-. 

, .  tion.  But  Dr.  Wallfc  hath  taken  care  to  deleft  the  con¬ 
cealment,  and  to*do  judice  to  Harriot’s  difcoveries. 

John  Blagrave  concludes  our  lid  of  the  geometricians  of 
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this  period.  The  fciencc  of  mathematics  was  applied  by 
him  to  practical  purpofes  ;  and  the  end  he  propofed  was  to 
render  knowledge  of  this  kind,  which  had  hitherto  been 
but  in  few  hands,  familiar  to  his  countrymen.  For  this 
purpofe  he  made  it  his  bufinefs  to  (hew  the  general  ufeful- 
nefs  of  Inch  ftudies,  and  to  convince  his  readers,  that  in- 
ftead  of  being  amufements  only  fit  for  fcholars  and  fpecula- 
five  perfons,  they  were  of  general  advantage  to  mankind  ; 
and  indeed  of  indifpenfible  neceffity  for  providing  the  con¬ 
veniences  of  common  life.  He  (hewed,  likewife,  that  they 
were  far  from  being  of  hard  and  difficult  attainment.  Such 
views,  whatever  might  be  his  fuccefs  in  accomplifhing 
them,  entitle  him  to  applaufe. 

In  a  period  greatly  devoted  to  navigation,  and  efpecially 
to  long  voyages,  the  nature  and  properties  of  the  loadftone 
could  not  avoid  being  peculiar  objects  of  attention.  The 
fubjeft,  however,  was  philofophically  ftudied  much  later 
in  this  country  than  might  real'onably  have  been  expedted. 
It  has  confidently  been  afferted,  that  the  firft  perfon  who 
wrote  upon  it  in  England  was  William  Barlowe,  a  divine. 
Nay,  this  he  is  faid  to  have  done  twenty  years  before  Dr, 
Gilbert  publifhed  on  the  fame  fubjedt.  But  the  latter  fadt 
is  contradicted  by  the  dates  of  Barlowe’s  publications.  His 
“  Navigator’s  Supply”  was  publifhed  only  in  the  year  1 5 97> 
and  his  u  Magnetical  Advertifement”  did  not  appear  till 
16 16  ;  whereas  Gilbert’s  Treatifeon  the  Magnet  was  given 
to  the  public  in  1600.  Though  Barlowe,  therefore,  in  his 
earlieft  work  might  be  led  to  a  particular  difplay  of  the 
qualities  and  ufes  of  the  loadftone,////  he  preceded  Gilbert 
no  more  than  three  years.  But  independently  of  any  diff 
cuffions  of  this  kind,  William  Barlowe  is  honourably  dif- 
tinguiffied  by  his  induftry  in  fearching,  and  his  happinefs 
in  finding  out,  many  uncommon  magnetical  fecrets.  He 
was  the  firft  that  made  the  inclinatory  inftrument  tranf- 
parent,  and  to  vibrate  hanging,  with  a  glafs  on  both  fides, 
and  ring  at  the  top.  He  was,,  likewife,  the  firft  that  found 
out  the  difference  between  iron  and  fteel,  and  their  tempers 
for  magnetical  ufes.  By  h  im,  alfo,  was  firft  ftudied  the 
Tight  way  of  touching  magnetical  needles  ;  and  he  invented 


the  piecing  and  cementing  of  loadftones.  Finally,  he  was 
the  firfh  that  difplayed  the  reafons,  why  a  loadftoiie  being 
doubly  capped,  mull  take  up  fo  great  a  weight. 

Nor  is  lefs  praile  due  to  Dr.  William  Gilbert,  for  hi$ 
work  on  the  magnet  and  magnetical  bodies,  and  that  great 
magnet  the  earth.  This  work  was  well  received  by  the 
literary  world  in  general,  though  it  feerns  to  have  been 
more  celebrated  abroad  than  at  home.  We  are  informed 
by  an  ingenious  writer,  that  Gilbert's  treatife  64  is  not  only 
“  the  earlieft  complete  fyftem  of  magnetifin,  but  alfo  one 
“  of  the  firfh  fpecimens  of  a  philofophical  fyftem  built  upon 
<£  experiments,  after  the  manner  fo  much  infilled  on  after- 
fC  ward  by  the  great  lord  Bacon.  It  is  copious,  metho- 
(c  dical,  and  accurate  ;  as  might  be  expected  from  an  |u- 
<c  thor  who  kept  his  manufcript  under  revifion  near  double 
“  the  time  recommended  by  Horace.  He  begins  with 
“  relating  all  that  had  been  obferved  by  the  ancients  and 
fe  moderns  on  the  nature  of  the  magnet;  and  among  the 
“  latter  mentions  feveral  of  our  countrymen,  to  whom 
iC  both  the  variation  and  declination  of  the  needle  were 
cc  known.  The  difcovery  of  this  laft  property  particularly, 
“  he  afcribes  to  one  Robert  Norman.  Then,  after  having 
€£  difcufled  the  various  names  of  the  loadftone,  and  their 
<c  etymology,  he  devotes  the  reft  of  the  book  to  an  ae- 
w  count  of  its  various  phenomena  and  properties.  Thefe  he 
<c  divides  into  the  following;  heads  :  i.  Its  attraClion.  2.  Its 
<£  direction  to  the  poles  of  the  earth,  and  the  earths  vertN 
city  and  fixednels  to  thofe  points  of  the  world.  3.  Its 
“  variation.  4.  Its  declination.  All  thefe  he  illuftrates  by 
a  multitude  of  experiments,  and  various  diagrams  ;  and 
<(  he  attempts  to  account  for  the  whole  upon  the  hypothefis 
“  of  the  eart  h’s  being  one  vaft  magnet.  Various  practical 
*  inferences  of  importance  to  navigation  are  deduced,  par- 
ticnlarly  the  great  ufe  of  the  declination  in  difcovertng 
CQ  the  latitude  at  fea*. — We  have  been  the  more  copious  in 
in  our  notice  of  Dr.  Gilbert’s  performance,  on  account  of 
the  laudable  example  he  fet  of  endeavouring  to  build  philo- 
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fophy  on  the  bafis  of  experiment.  It  is  to  his  honour  that 
he  fhook  off  the  fetters  of  AriHotle,  though  he  was  not  al¬ 
ways  fo  fuccefsful  in  building  up  fyllems,  as  in  pulling  them 
down.  Befides  his  treatife  on  the  loadilone,  he  m an i, felled 
his  attention  to  the  nautical  art,  by  the  invention  of  two 
instruments  of  very  ingenious  mechanifm,  for  afcertaining 
the  latitude  of  any  place,  without  the  afliltance  of  the  funp 
moon,  or  liars. 

The  enterprizing  fpirit  of  the  age,  with  regard  to  voy¬ 
ages  of  difcovery,  mull  not  be  forgotten.  That  fpirit  was, 
indeed,  principally  excited  by  the  defire  of  gain  ;  but  this 
was  not  univerfally,  or  at  leaf:  not  totally  the  cafe.  It  can¬ 
not  reafonably  be  doubted  but  that  in  fome  perfons  more 
laudable  motives  were  mixed  with  the  felfifh  ones.  Their 
undertakings  proceeded  from  the  increafe  of  knowledge, 
were  animated  by  the  love  of  it,  and  contributed  to  the  ad¬ 
vancement  of  knowledge  in  return.  That  the  navigators 
and  difcoverers  of  queen  Elizabeth’s  reign  Ihone  with  dif- 
tinguilhed  luftre  will  be  evident  when  we  we  mention  the 
names  of  Hawkins,  Clifford,  Frobilher,  Gilbert,  Davis, 
Raleigh,  Cavendilh,  and  Drake. 

Sir  John  Hawkins  was  one  of  the  chief  fupports  of  the 
Englifh  navy,  at  a  time  when  its  glory  was  very  confpi- 
cuous,.  He  was  eminent  as  a  feaman,  and  a  fea  comman¬ 
der;  but  the  nature  and  objed  of  his  earlier  expeditions 
call  a  llrong  fhade  on  his  memory.  They  were  undertaken, 
to  procure  Haves,  and  with  not  much  regard  to  the  man¬ 
ner  of  obtaining  them,  for  the  purpofes  of  felling  them  to 
the  Spaniards.  It  is  therefore  the  lefs  to  be  regretted  that 
he  did  not  fucceed  in  his  later  enterprifes,  and  that  he 
funk  under  misfortunes  and  difappointments. 

jGeorge  Clifford,  third  earl  of  Cumberland,  was  inipired 
with  all  the  enthufiafm  of  the  period  for  naval  exploits.  He 
planned  no  lefs  than,  eleven  voyages,  in  far  the  larger  part  of 
which  he  commanded  in  perfon.  His  fuccefs  was  not  always 
cor  respondent  to  his  expeditions  and  his  abilities  ;  but  , 
there  is  nothing  which  is  more  liable  to  failure  than  ad¬ 
ventures  by  fea.  The  accidents  of  wind  and  weather, 
and  a  thou  (and  unforefeen.  circumliances,  may  render  abor- - 
t®UD'on  I  tive 
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tive  the  defigns  which  appear  to  be  formed  with  the  moft 
confummate  fkill  and  wiraom.  r* 

Sir  Martin  Frobifher,  fir  Humphrey  Gilbert,  and  John 
Davis,  were  each  of  them  ardently  and  repeatedly  con¬ 
cerned  at  different  times,  and  in  different  voyages,  in  the 
attainment  of  an  object,  which  in  that  age  excited  the  par¬ 
ticular  zeal  and  ambition  of  the  public.  This  was  the 
difeovery  of  a  north-weft  palfage  to  China  and  the  Eaft- 
Indies.  Frobifher  was  the  fir  ft  Englifhman  by  whom 
the  attempt  was  made ;  and  Gilbert  wrote  a  treadle  in  a 
mafteriy  ftyle  of  compofition,  to  fhevv  the  practicability 
and  importance  of  the  undertaking.  That  it  was  not 
fuccefsful  under  any  of  the  three  great  navigators,  who 
engaged  in  it,  cannot  be  unknown  to  our  readers  ;  nor  Is 
it  neceiTary  to  add  that  fimilar  efforts,  which  have  beera 
revived  and  carried  on  with  extraordinary  vigour  in  our 
own  day,  have  equally  failed  of  fuccefs.  The  great  Cook 
found  that  nature  had  eredted  infuperable  bars  againft 
the  accompiifhment  of  this  grand  point.  However,  the 
voyages  of  Frobifher,  Gilbert,  and  Davis,  were  of  e'Onfi- 
derable  utility.  New  feas  were  explored*  and  new  lands 
difcovered,  from  the  knowledge  of  which  confiderabte 
benefits  have  been  derived  in  fubfequent  periods.  The 
flraits  to  which  Davis  gave  the  name,  are  of  no  fxmli  ce¬ 
lebrity  in  geographical  difeuffion. 

In  the  courfe  of  our  work,  the  illuftrious  fir  Walter 
Raleigh  will  call  for  our  notice  on  various  accounts,  and 
he  will  efpecially  be  mentioned  under  the  next  reign.  W£ 
here  only  introduce  him  as  one  of  the  bold  adventurers 
of  the  time,  in  which  refpedt  he  was  little  inferior  to  any' 
of  his  contemporaries.  Nor  did  his  enterprises  end  in  the 
aftions  and  fplendour  of  the  moment,  but,  in  a  very  im¬ 
portant  inftance,  were  accompanied  with  permanent  ef¬ 
fects.  To  him  was  owing  the  defign,  and  the  expeditions^ 
which  produced  the  difeovery  and  the  fettlement  of  Vir¬ 
ginia,  a  colony  long  of  no  finall  coniequence  as  a  part  of 
the  territories  of  Britain,  ftill  highly  ufeful  to  this  coun¬ 
try  in  the  way  of  commerce,  and  now  one  of  the  principal 
of  the  united  ftates  of  America,  -  -  c 
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Thomas  Cavendiffi  was  the  fecond  Englifliman  that 
failed  round  the  world.  No  man  before  him  had  ever  com* 
palfed  the  globe  in  fo  fhort  a  fpaee  of  time,  and  few  have 
performed  greater  things  abroad,  or  returned  to  his  coun¬ 
try  in  fuperior  pomp  and  triumph.  His  laft  voyage  was  ren¬ 
dered  unfortunate  by  the  mutinous  difpolition  of  his  crew. 

But  of  all  the  navigators  of  the  age,  fir  Francis  Drake 
Hands  the  higheft  in  celebrity  and  reputation ;  nor  would 
it  be  poffible,  in  the  narrow  limits  to  which  we  are  con¬ 
fined  to  do  juftice  to  his  merit.  Happily,  it  is  not  need¬ 
ful  ;  for  his  name  is  in  the  heart  and  the  mouth  of  every 
man  that  has  the  lead;  acquaintance  with  the  naval  hiftory 
of  England.  He  was  the  firft  of  our  countrymen  who  com¬ 
pletely  furrounded  the  earth,  and  the  firft  commander  in 
chief  by  whom  this  had  ever  been  performed ;  for  Ma¬ 
gellan  died  in  his  voyage.  Drake  was  pofiefted  of  all  the 
qualities  that  are  neceflary  to  conftitute  a  hero.  Of  naviga¬ 
tion,  in  every  branch  he  was  a  perfect  matter  \  and  efpe- 
daily  of  aftronomy,  and  the  application  of  it  to  the  nautic 
art.  He  was  endued  with  that  ardent  mind  which 
prompted  him  to  adventures,  and  that  indefatigable  pa-, 
tience  which  enabled  him  to  furmount  difficulties.  His 
intrepidity  was  luch  as  never  to  be  fhaken,  and  his  judg¬ 
ment  fo  clear  as  never  to  be  perplexed.  In  quickfighted- 
nefs,  and  in  public  fpirit,  he  had  no  fuperior.  Every  thing 
was  done  by  him  that  could  be  expected  from  a  man  who 
preferred  the  honour  and  profit  of  his  country  to  his  own 
reputation  or  private  gain  ;  and  in  making  war  he  did  not 
adt  from  a  principle  of  cruelty  or  revenge,  or  carry  hofti- 
lities  farther  than  was  neceffary  for  his  own  advantage  and 
defence.  His  notions  were  free  and  noble,  and  the  nation 
Hands  indebted  to  his  memory  for  benefits  infinitely  greater 
than  are  commonly  imagined.  He  was  the  chief  fpring  of 
our  navigation  to  the  Weft  Indies;  for  though  he  was  not 
the  firft  that  went  thither,  the  expeditions  to  that  part  of 
the  world  were  very  much  infpired  by  his  two  prosperous 
voyages,  in  which  he  adted  with  extraordinary  caution,  filled 
the.feamen  with  confidence,  and  difplayed  the  practicabi¬ 
lity  of  attacking  the  Spaniards  with  fuccefs.  It  was  in 
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ffonfequence  of  the  light  he  gave,  and  the  fpirit  of  emu¬ 
lation  which  his  fame  had  roufed,  that  future  adventurers 
engaged  in  enterprizes  of  a  fimilar  nature,  and  were  led  to 
the  formation  of  fettlements  which  have  been  productive  of 
important  and  durable  advantages.  Not  to  mention  many 
other  circumftances,  which  might  eafily  be  enlarged  upon* 
he  was,  in  fadt,  the  author  of  our  trade  to  the  Raft  Indies. 
The  books,  papers,  and  charts,  that  were  found  in  an  Eaft 
Ind  ia  fhip,  which  he  took  in  his  return  from  his  expedition 
to  the  coafts  of  Spain,  furnifhed  the  information  which 
encouraged  the  undertaking  of  a  commerce  with  thofe  parts,* 
and  produced  an  application  to  the  queen,  for  eftabliihing 
our  firft  Eaft-India  company. 

Among  the  navigators  of  the  reign,  fir  Richard  Green¬ 
ville,  who  was  the  conductor,  though  not  the  framer*  of 
the  fetdement  of  Virginia,  ought  not,  perhaps,  to  have 
been  forgotten  ;  and  the  fame  may  be  laid  of  many  othef 
famous  Teamen*  But  in  an  age  which  was  fo  productive 
of  great  men  in  the  line  we  are  treating  of,  the  names  of  no 
fmall  number  muft  be  fought  for*  and  will  be  read  with 
pleafure,  in  the  annals  more  peculiarly  appropriated  to 
their  exploits.  It  muft  here  be  fufRcient  to  have  touched 
Upon  fome  principal  characters,  fo  far  as  they  are  connected 
with  the  Hiftory  of  Knowledge* 

In  looking  back  upon  the  eminent  perfons  that  have 
been  fpecified,  a  remark  occurs,  which,  though  of  a 
general  nature,  and  fufficiently  obvious,  will  perhaps  be 
forgiven.  It  is*  that  illuftrious  men  are  far  from  being 
always  fortunate  and  happy,  in  proportion  to  their  abili¬ 
ties  and  exertions.  Sir1  John  Hawkins,  and  fir  Francis 
Drake,  each  of  them  departed  this  life  in  his  laft  voyage, 
fubdued  by  vexation  and  difappointments*  Thomas  Ca- 
Vendifh  died  of  a  broken  heart,  and  fir  Humphrey  Gilbert, 
with  the  bark  in  which  he  failed,  was  fwallowed  up  in  a 
tempeftuous  fea. 

The  travellers  of  this  period  make  a  figure  much  infe¬ 
rior  to  that  of  the  navigators.  Of  thofe  at  leaft,  who  wrote 
in  confequence  of  their  travels,  fcarceiy  any  are  to  be  met. 
with  but  Giles  Fletcher,  ambaftador  to  the  court  of  Mufcovy. 
1790,  b  On 
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On  his  return  home  he  publifhed  atreatife,  entitled, ce  Of  the 
“  Ruffe  Commonwealth  ;  or  the  Manner  of  Government 
“  of  the  Ruffe  Emperor  (commonly  called  the  emperor  of 
6C  Mufcovia),  with  the  Manners  and  Faihions  of  the  Peo- 
4C  pie  of  that  Country.”  The  fubjedt  was  new  ;  Ruffia 
being  then  alrooft  as  little  known  as  the  remote!!  regions  of 
the  earth.  It  is  a  curious  performance,  and  is  now  become 
fcarce,  having  been  fuppreffed  at  firft,  left  it  ftiould  give 
offence  to  a  prince  in  amity  with  England,  and  having 
fmce  gone  through  only  one  complete  edition.  The 
book  is  divided  into  three  general  parts,  comprehending 
the  cofmography  of  the  country,  its  policy,  and  cecono- 
my  or  private  behaviour.  Under  the  head  of  policy  are 
confklered  the  ordering  of  the  ftate,  judicial  proceedings, 
and  warlike  proviftons.  Many  young  men,  in  the  fame 
reign,  made  the  tour  of  France  and  Italy,  and  fome  there 
were  who  extended  their  virus  to  other  kingdoms.  But  it 
was  not  then  the  cuftom  for  almoft  every  traveller  to  pub- 
liih  an  account  of  what  he  had  feen  ;  a  matter  which  now, 
perhaps,  is  carried  to  an  excels.  To  this  difpofition  we  owe 
indeed  a  variety  of  entertaining  and  valuable  works ;  but 
there  may  be  inftances  in  which  gentlemen  might  have 
fpared  their  narratives  and  their  lucubrations  without  any 
very  fenfible  injury  to  the  world. 

Richard  Hakluyt  deferves  to  be  mentioned  with  partictin 
lar  honour,  in  connection  with  the  navigators  and  travellers 
of  the  age.  Though  he  was  no  voyager  himfelf,  excepting 
to  France,  as  chaplain  to  the  embaffador  fir  Edward  Stafford, 
or  a  principal  attendant  upon  him,  every  thing  relating  to 
difeovery  excited,  from  his  earlieft  youth,  his  war  me  ft  zeal 
and  ftudy.  Public  lectures,  in  the  fcience  of  cofmography, 
were  read  by  him  at  Oxford  ;  and  his  various  works  place 
him  in  high  efteern  -as  a  naval  hiftorian.  He  was  pecu¬ 
liarly  folicitous  to  wipe  away  the  reproaches  that  had  been 
caft  upon  his  own  countrymen,  by  doing  juft  ice  to  their 
fpirit  of  enterprize  and  adventure.  From  this  difpofition 
proceeded  his  chief  publication,  entitled,  64  The  Principal 
64  Navigations,  Voyages,  Traffiques,  and  Difcoveries  of 
the  EnglUh  Nation,  made  by  Sea  or  over  Land,  to  the 
ec  remote 
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*s  remote  and  fur  theft  diftant  Quarters  of  the  Earth,*  at 
c£  any  Time  within  the  Compafs  of  theie  fifteen  hundred 
€C  years."  This  collection,1  which  fir  ft  appeared*  in  1589, 
in  one  volume,  folio*  was  extended  in  1598,  to  three 
volumes.  It  fill  1  maintains  its  utility  and  its  reputation  ; 
for  the  author  was  faithful  and  indefatigable  in  fearching 
out  and  recording  whatever  was  to  His  purpofe. 

So  many  expeditions  could  not  be  undertaken,  or  fo 
many  difeoveries  made,  without  producing  a  large  acceffion 
to  knowledge  of  various  kindsi  The  fcience  of  geography 
was  immediately  and  dire&ly  promoted,  being  rendered  at 
once  more  accurate  and  more  extenfive.  In  other  refpedts* 
a  far  better  acquaintance  was  acquired  with  the  globe  we 
inhabit.  The  manners  of  men  were  feen  and  examined  in 
their  different  ftates  of  civilization  ;  and  on  the  whole,  the 
views  of  our  countrymen  muft  have  been  enlarged  to  a  very 
confiderable  degree.  In  fuch  a  fucceftion  of  new  anddiver- 
fified  objefts,  the  minds  of  men  acquired  a  ftrength  and  a 
vigour  to  which  they  had  hitherto  been  ftrangers. 

Natural  Hiftory,  though  not  totally  overlooked  by  our 
navigators,  was  not  cultivated  with  the  affiduity  to  which 
it  was  entitled.  That  difeerning  fpirit,  which  is  awake  to 
every  the  minuteft  production  in  the  vegetable  and  animal 
kingdoms,  was  but  in  its  infancy.  The  precious  metals, 
indeed,  were  fought  after  with  eagernefs ;  but  this  was  the 
refult  of  avarice,  not  of  philofophy.  Botany,  in  particular, 
the  love  of  which  is  now  fo  widely  diffufed,  was,  compara¬ 
tively,  in  a  very  imperfect  ftate.  However,  there  was  a 
beginning  with  regard  to  it,  which  promifed  fomethingof  a 
brighter  day.  Indeed,  it  is  from  queen  Elizabeth's  reign  that 
we  muft  date  the  true  era  of  botanical  fcience  in  England. 
This  era  commenced  in  Dr.  William  Turner,  a  Proteftant 
phyfician  and  divine,  who  was  raifed  to  the  deanry  of  Wells 
by  king  Edward  the  Sixth,  fled  abroad  in  queen  Mary's 
perfecution,  and  was  reftored  to  his  former  dignity  by  Eliza¬ 
beth*  He  was  undoubtedly  the  earlieft  writer  among  us 
that  di {covered  learning  and  judgment  in  the  knowledge  of 
plants.  Nor  were  his  enquiries  confined  only  to  plants,  but 
extended  to  other  branches  of  natural  hiftory  *  for  he  wrote 
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oti  birds,  Mies,  and  mineral  waters.  But  it  is  as  a  botanif! 
that  he  was  chiefly  diflinguiftied.  His  banifliment  on  account 
of  religion  was  favourable  to  his  medical  and  botanical 
ftudies  :  for  at  Bologna  he  had  the  opportunity  of  attend¬ 
ing  the  lectures  of  Lucas  Ghinus,  who  was  the  firft  perfon 
that  eredted  a  feparate  profefibrial  chair  for  the  fcience  of 
botany. 

*  _ 

The  work  which  has  fecured  Dn  Turner’s  reputation  to 

pofterity,  and  entitles  him  to  the  character  of  an  original 
writer,  is  his  Hiftory  of  Plants,  which  has  gone  through 
ieveral  editions.  What  he  fays  concerning  the  virtues  of 
plants  he  has  drawn  from  the  ancients  ;  but,  in  numberiefs 
inftances,  he  has  given  his  opinion  of  their  qualities  in  op- 
pofition  to  thofe  fages.  He  no  where  takes  any  doubtful 
plants  upon  truft,  but  appears  to  have  examined  them 
with  all  the  precifion  that  wa<?  then  capable  of  being 
exercifed.  His  acquaintance  with  Englifh  plants,  to  many 
of  which  he  firft  gave  names,  was  much  beyond  what  could 
at  that  time  have  eafily  been  imagined.  In  forming  a 
judgment  of  his  merit  as  a  botanift,  a  proper  regard  mufl: 
be  had  to  the  age  in  which  he  lived,  and  to  the  little  aflif- 
tance  which  he  could  derive  from  his  contemporaries.  All 
things  confidered,  he  will  appear  to  have  exerted  uncom¬ 
mon  diligence  and  great  erudition.  From  the  filence  of 
fucceeding  herbalifts  concerning  Dr,  Turner’s  writings,  it 
may  be  remarked  that  he  did  not  meet  with  the  honour 
which  was  due  to  him  ;  but  Ray,  at  the  diftance  of  nearly 
a  century,  was  fenfible  of  his  worth. 

Contemporary  with  Turner  was  Dr.  William  Bulleyn. 
That  part  of  his  works  which  has  the  neareft  connection 
with  the  fubjedt  before  us,  in  his  cc  Bulwark  of  Defence; 

or  a  Book  of  Simples,  being  an  Herbal  in  the  form  of  a 
*c  Dialogue.”  Bulleyn’s  fpecific  knowledge  of  botany  feems 
however,  to  have  been  but  flender.  His  chief  praife  arifes 
from  his  zeal  for  the  promotion  of  the  ufeful  arts  of  gar¬ 
dening,  the  general  culture  of  the  land,  and  the  commer¬ 
cial  interefts  of  the  kingdom.  For  the  information  he  has 
left  on  thefe  affairs  he  is  entitled  to  the  gratitude  of 
pofterity.  It  may  be  obferved,  by  the  way,  that  horti¬ 
culture 
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Culture  was  not  in  fo  low  a  (late  as  hath  ufually  been  re- 
prefented. 

Dr.  Thomas  Penny,  whole  name  has  almoft  funk  into 
total  obfcurity,  deierves  to  be  mentioned,  as  a  man  of  great 
attainments  in  the  natural  hiftory,  and  efpecially  in  the 
botany,  of  his  time.  Knowledge  of  this  kind  was  eagerly 
fought  for  by  him  in  foreign  parts  ;  and  he  collected  many 
plants  in  Switzerland,  and  from  the  confines  of  France. 
Nor  were  his  acquirements  in  natural  hiftory  confined  merely 
to  plants  ;  for  he  was  one  of  the  firfl  Englifhmen  who  had 
ltudied  infects.  It  appears,  from  his  letters  to  Camerarius, 
that  his  acquaintance  with  entomology  was  extenfive, 
allowance  being  made  for  the  period  in  which  he  flourifhed. 

Henry  Lyte,  a  gentleman  of  family  and  fortune  was  the 
next  after  Turner,  who  publifhed  an  Englifh  Herbal;  and 
though  he  does  not  rank  among  original  writers  in  botany, 
his  work  feems  to  have  been  well  received.  It  was  pro- 
feffedly  a  translation  from  the  French  verfion  of  the  Dutch 
herbal  of  Dodoens.  In  its  arrangement,  though  in  that 
refpedt  it  was  far  from  being  perfedt,  it  had  a  great  ad¬ 
vantage  over  Turner’s  book.  From  Lyte  himfelf,  how¬ 
ever,  little  or  no  acceffion  was  derived  to  Englifh  botany ; 
for  he  has  not  the  credit  of  being  the  firit  difcoverer  of  a  fin- 
gle  fpecies  of  rare  growth.  His  only  merit  was  that  of  trans¬ 
planting  foreign  Fores  into  his  own  country. 

Matthias  de  Lobel,  a  foreigner  who  fettled  in  England, 
contributed  largely  to  the  emolument  of  Englifh  botany. 
The  earlieft  of  his  publications  was  the  u  Stirpium  Ad- 
verfaria,”  in  the  execution  of  which  work  he  is  thought  to 
have  exhibited  the  firfl:  fketch,  rude  as  it  is,  of  a  natural 
method  of  arrangement.  This,  however,  extends  no  farther 
than  to  throwing  the  plants  into  large  tribes,  families,  or 
orders,  according  to  their  external  appearance,  or  habit  of 
the  whole  plant  or  flower  ;  without  eftabl  idling  any  defini¬ 
tions  or  characters.  The  author  was  fen  Able  of  the  want 
of  a  better  arrangement  than  the  mere  alphabetical  order, 
or  that  which  is  formed  from  the  fuppofed  qualities,  and 
ufes  in  medicine.  Lobel’s  flrong  attachment  to  the  fiudy 
iaterefled  him  powerfully  in  the  inveftigation  of  new  plants, 
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and  enabled  him  to  make  large  acceffions  to  knowledge  | 
for,  in  confequence  of  his  travels  over  various  parts  of 
England,  he  difcovered  many  vegetables  before  unnoticed, 
and  added  a  number  of  fpecies  to  the  Grajjes .  On  the  whole, 
his  Adverfaria  has  great  merit,  abounding  with  much  curious 
intelligence  and  fame  new  difcoveries. 

The  laft  botanift  we  Avail  mention  is  Gerard,  an  author 
long  held  in  high  eftimation.  Indeed,  there  are  numbers 
of  perfons  ftill  living,  who  can  recoiled!,  that  when  they 
were  young  in  fcience,  there  was  no  better  fource  of  botani¬ 
cal  information,  in  the  Englifh  tongue,  than  the  herbals  of 
Gerard  and  Parkinfon,  the  latter  of  whom  will  be  noticed 
in  the  next  reign.  In  the  point  we  are  treating  of,  the 
voyagers  whom  we  have  celebrated  were  of  confiderable 
ufe.  The  novelties  introduced  by  them  excited  a  degree  of 
attention  which  at  prefent  cannot  eafily  be  conceived. 
Raleigh,  in  particular,  appears  to  have  pofTeffed  a  larger 
ib are  of  tafte  for  the  curious  productions  of  nature  than  was 
common  to  the  feafaring  adventurers  of  that  period.  In  one 
refpedt  pofterity  will  rank  our  navigators  among  the  greateft 
benefactors  to  this  kingdom  ;  for,  if  tradition  is  to  be 
credited,  they  were  the  means  of  introducing  the  moil  ufe- 
ful  root  that  providence  has  held  forth  for  the  fervice  of 
man.  The  return  of  Raleigh,  and  the  fame  of  his  numerous 
difcoveries  and  collections,  brought  over  from  the  Conti¬ 
nent  the  celebrated  Clufius,  who  bad  added  more  to  the 
flock  of  botany  in  his  day,  than  all  his  contemporaies  united. 
Pie  vifited  England  for  the  third  time,  to  partake  in  the 
general  gratification. 

John  Gerard  was  now  in  the  vigour  of  life,  and  there  can 
be  no  cloubt  but  that  he  felt  the  influence,  and  reaped  the 
benefit  of  the  circumftances  that  have  been  enumerated.  It 
was  an  additional  advantage  to  him,  that  he  engaged  the 
patronage,  and  fuperintended  the  garden  of  lord  Burleigh, 
who  was  himfejf  a  lover  of  plants,  and  had  the  be  ft 
collection  of  any  nobleman  in  the  kingdom.  Gerard’s 
own  garden  contained  nearly  a  eleven  hundred  forts  of 
plants,  of  foreign  and  domeftic  growth.  In  1597,  came 
out  his  Herbal,  or  general  Hiftory  of  Plants,”  which 
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somprizes,  in  three  books,  the  whole  vegetable  king¬ 
dom.  This  yolume,  from  its  being  well  timed,  from  its 
comprehending  almofl  the  whole  of  the  fubje£ls  then 
known,  from  its  being;  written  in  Englifh,  and  from  its 
being  ornamented  with  a  more  numerous  fet  of  figures  than 
had  ever  accompanied  any  work  of  the  kind  in  this  country, 
obtained  great  repute  ;  and  in  confequence  of  its  afterwards 
being  fo  fortunate  as  to  acquire  a  very  learned  editor,  its 
character  was  fo  firmlv  eflablifhed,  that  it  maintained  its 
precedence,  as  a  popular  performance,  for  more  than  a 
century.  By  Gerard’s  connexion  with  the  great,  and  his 
fituation  in  London,  he  was  enabled  to  maintain  an  exten- 
five  correfpondence,  both  with  foreigners  and  his  own 
countrymen  ;  and  his  fuccefs  in  procuring  new  exotics,  as 
well  as  fcarce  indigenous  plants,  was  equal  to  his  diligence 
and  ingenuity.  In  fad:,  to  him  and  his  friends  we  are  in¬ 
debted  for  the  difcovery  of  many  new  Englilh  plants,  and 
his  name  will  be  remembered  by  botanifts  with  efteem, 
when  the  utility  of  his  Herbal  is  fuperfeded. 

There  were  other  perfons  in  queen  Elizabeth’s  reign, 
who  were  zealous  promoters  of  gardening  and  botanical 
knowledge,  and  who,  by  their  liberal  communications, 
promoted  the  defigns  of  Lobel  and  Gerard.  But,  for  an 
account  of  them,  we  muft  refer  to  Dr.  Fulteney’s  Hifto* 
rical  and  Biographical  Sketches  of  the  Progrefs  of  Bo¬ 
tany  in  England  ;  a  work,  to  which,  on  the  prefent  occa- 
lion,  we  have  been  peculiarly  obliged.  Among  thofe  of 
eminent  ftation,  who  patronized  thefcience,  were  fir  Walter 
Raleigh,  lord  Edward  Zouch,  who  brought  plants  and 
feeds  with  him  from  Conflantinople,  and  lord  Elunfdon, 
who,  fays.  Gerard,  “  is  worthy  of  triple  honour,  for  his 
care  in  getting,  as  alfo  for  his  curious  keeping  fuch  rare 
and  ftrange  things  from  the  farthefl  parts  of  the  world.” 

Medicine,  which  is  fo  nearly  allied  to  natural  hiffofy, 
a  {Turned,  in  this  reign,  fomething  of  a  more  Scientific  form, 
and  produced  names  worthy  to  be  noticed.  Richard  Calde- 
wall,  who  fettled  in  London,  and  became  prefident  of  the 
college  of  phyficians,  is  juftly  entitled  to  the  grateful  re¬ 
membrance  of  his  brethren,  on  account  of  his  having 
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founded  and  endowed,  together  with  lord  Lumley,  achirur** 
gical  and  anatomical  ledture  in  the  college.  It  was  in  the 
courle  of  the  lectures  derived  from  this  inftitution,  that  the 
true  dodtrine  of  the  circulation  of  the  blood  was  firft  made 
public  by  Dr.  Harvey. 

John  Securis,  who  refided  at  Salifbury,  and  was  much  re- 
forted  to  for  his  {kill  in  the  practice  of  phyfic,  and  John 
Jones,  who  was  eminent  in  his  profeffion  at  Bath,  and  in 
Nottinghamfhire  and  Derbyfhire,  were  the  authors  of  feve- 
ral  medical  works,  which  were  of  reputation  in  their  day, 
Jones,  among#  his  other  writings,  treated  on  the  waters  of 
Buxton  and  of  Bath. 

Of  George  Etheridge  the  chief  thing  to  be  faid  is,  that 
he  joined  the  liberal  and  ornamental  parts  of  fcience  with 
the  iludy  of  phyfic.  Indeed,  he  maintained  a  high  charac¬ 
ter,  not  only  for  medical  knowledge,  but  for  fkill  in  the 
mathematics,  in  Hebrew  and  the  learned  languages,  and  in 
mufic  and  poetry.  Among  fome  tranflations  and  poetical 
performances  which  were  written  by  him,  is  a  verfion  of  the 
firft  book  of  the  iEneid  into  Greek  heroic  verle.  In  the  only 
work  that  he  published  in  the  way  of  his  profeffion,  and 
which  contained  obfervations  on  fome  of  the  books  of 
Paulus  Egineta,  he  takes  notice  of  the  fweating  ficknefs 
that  reigned  in  Edward  the  Sixth’s  time,  and  remarks  that 
few  died  of  it  at  Oxford.  This  he  attributes  to  the  fupe- 
rior  purity  of  the  air  of  that  city. 

Walter  Baley,  though  he  was  queen's  profeffior  of  phyfic 
at  Oxford,  only  deferves  to  be  mentioned  as  having  chiefly 
diredted  his  medical  fkill  to  a  particular  objedt.  His  two 
principal  publications  related  to  difeafes  of  the  eyes. 
Thomas  Mowfet  is  entitled  to  fuperior  notice.  He  was  a 
writer  of  confiderable  celebrity,  and  appears  to  have  been 
one  of  the  earlieft  introducers  of  chemical  medicines  in 
England.  His  tradl,  cc  De  Jure  et  Praeftantia  Chemicorum 
Medicamentorum,”  is  an  acute  apology  for  the  chemical 
fedt  in  medicine,  which  then  began  to  prevail  in  Germany 
and  other  countries,  though  not  without  meeting  with  vio¬ 
lent  oppofition.  The  work  is  in  the  form  of  a  dialogue, 
and  is  a  kind.of  deputation  between  a  chemiff  and  aGalenift  ; 
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the  latter  of  whom  fufFers  hlmfelf  to  be  entirely  con¬ 
vinced.  Five  medicinal  epiftles  were  publiihed  by  Mowfet, 
the  third  of  which  contains  fome  very  fenfible  and  liberal 
remarks  againft'  abfolute  fubmiffion  to  the  authority  of 
great  names,  or  leaders  of  a  fed:.  In  the  iaft  epiftle  the 
benefits  of  foreign  travel  to  aphyfician  are  difplayed.  Ano¬ 
ther  of  Mowfet’s  works,  which  treats  of  the  prognoses  of 
Hippocrates,  is  an  additional  proof  of  the  profound  learn¬ 
ing  of  the  author,  and  fhows  that  though  he  was,  in  fome 
refped,  an  admirer  of  Paracelfus,  he  was  far  from  the  folly 
and  extravagance  of  feveral  of  the  chemical  fed:.  His  lad: 
medical  performance,  which  was  on  the  improvement  of 
health,  is  curious  and  entertaining,  both  on  account  of  the 
numerous  anecdotes  and  obfervations  quoted  from  the  an¬ 
cients,  and  the  information  contained  in  it  refpeding  the 
diet  ufed  in  this  country  at  the  time  in  which  he  wrote. 
Mowfet  claims  an  honourable  diftindion  as  a  writer  in 
natural  hiftory.  With  great  labour  and  expence,  he  en¬ 
larged  and  finifhed  a  work,  entitled  “  Infedtoruni  live 
Minimorum  Animalium  Theatrcim.”  Being  left  by  him 
in  manufeript,  it  was  not  printed  till  the  year  1634.  Haller 
fpeaks  very  favourably  of  Mowfet  as  an  entomologift,  and 
reprefents  him  as  having  been  the  chief  perfon  in  that  line, 
previoufly  to  Swammerdam. 

Bulleyn  and  Gilbert  we  have  mentioned  under  other 
heads.  John  David  Rhefe,  though  pofieffing  a  high  repu¬ 
tation  for  medical  learning,  diflinguifhed  himfelf  more  as  a 
critic  and  an  antiquary  than  as  a  phyfician. 

William  Butler,  who  never  appeared  as  an  author,  nor 
left  any  writings  behind  him,  was,  in  his  time,  the  moil 
popular  and  celebrated  praditioner  of  phyfic  in  the  king¬ 
dom  ;  and  the  means  by  which  he  arrived  at  this  eminence 
were  fomewhat  different  from  thofe  which  were  employed 
by  mod  of  his  predeceffors  in  fame.  Several  of  his  fuc- 
ceffors  have  ufed  the  fame  means  with  fuccefs.  He  did 
not,  like  Linacre  and  Caius,  render  himfelf  confpicuous  by 
his  critical,  polite,  or  philofophical  knowledge,  but  feems  to 
have  been  bold  and  Angular  in  his  pradice,  and  to  have  pof- 
ieffed  a  natural  fagacity  in  judging  of  difeafes.  To  all  thefe 
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was  added  an  oddity  and  capricioufnefs  of  manners.  He  \i 
faid  to  have  been  the  firil  who  ufed  chemical  preparations 
in  England. 

The  prime  glory  among  the  phyficlans  of  queen  Eliza¬ 
beth’s  reign,  taking  him  altogether,  was  John  Kaye,  or 
Caius.,  which  laid  is  the  name  by  which  he  is  generally 
known.  LikeLinacre,  he  united .the  fir  ft  honours  of  litera¬ 
ture  with  thofe  of  medicine;  Elis  great  attachment  to  his 
ftudies  was  nianifefted  by  fame  very  early  productions, 
being  chiefly  tranflations  from  Nicephorus  Call  if  bus,  Chry- 
foftom,  and  Erafmus ;  and  which  were  performed  by  him 
at  the  age  of  twenty-one.  He  ftudied  phytic  at  Padua  un¬ 
der  Johannes  Baptifla  Montanus,  the  molt  eminent  medi¬ 
cal  profeffor  of  his  time  ;  and,  whilft  he  refided  in  that  city, 
he  lodged  in  the  fame  houfe  with  the  celebrated  anatomift 
Andreas  Vefalius,  whofe  ardour  he  emulated  in  anatomical 
purfuits.  On  his  return  to  his  own  country,  he  was  in¬ 
corporated  doctor  of  phyfic  at  Cambridge,  and  practilcd  in 
his  profefiion  at  Shrewfbury  and  Norwich,  where  his  repu¬ 
tation  fpread  fo  fait  that  he  was  foon  called  to  London. 
Here  he  was  fucceflively  phyfician  to  Edward  the  Sixth, 
and  the  queens  Mary  and  Elizabeth.  Being  conftituted  a 
Fellow  of  the  College  of  Phyficians,  he  was  ever  after  the 
great  ornament  and  fupport  of  that  body.  He  prefided, 
for  feven  years,  at  the  head  of  the  college,  and  difplayed, 
on  various  occafions,  his  zeal  for  the  dignity  and  interefts 
of  the  fociety.  To  Cambridge,  where  he  had  received  his 
fir  ft  education,  he  was  a  fignal  benefadtor.  Goneville 
Hall,  of  which  he  had  been  a  member,  was  eredted  by  him 
into  the  college  which  now  goes  by  his  name.  Dr.  Kaye 
was  diftinguifhed  as  a  critic,  a  linguift,  an  antiquary,  a 
phyfician,  and  a  naturalift;  but  it  is  only  in  the  two  latter 
capacities  that  he  demands  our  prefent  attention.  For 
Galen  he  exprefied  the  profoundeft  efteem  and  veneration  ; 
and  he  was  a  perfect  mafter  of  that  phyfician’s  voluminous 
writings.  With  this  prediledtion,  many  new  experiments 
or  difcoveries  are  not  to  be  expedted  in  Kaye's  publications. 
His  ftrft  work,  “  De  Medendi  Methodo,”  is  of  little  con- 
fequence  ;  but  the  next  of  his  medical  performances  is  indif- 

putably 


OF  KNOWLEDGE,  fee.  xxvit 


putably  original  ;  and  the  fubjeft  of  it  forms  a  curious  arti¬ 
cle  in  the  annals  of  medicine.  We  mean  his  account  of 
the  Sweating  Sicknefs/’  or,  as  he  himfelf  named  it,  the 
€C  Ephemera  Britannica.”  Valuable,  however,  as  this 
treadle  is,  not  only  as  giving  the  full  eft  narrative  of  fo  lin¬ 
gular  a  diftemper,  but  as  containing  many  judicious  practi¬ 
cal  remarks,  it  is  far  from  being  a  perfect  piece  of  medical 
writing.  What  is  moft  to  be  regretted  is,  that  it  affords 
but  little  light  with  refpect  to  the  firft  rife  of  the  difeafe. 
It  may  be  added  concerning  the  work,  that  it  is  a  good 
fpecimen  of  the  order ,  though  not  entirely  fo  of  the  manner , 
in  which  fubjeCts  of  this  kind  fliould  be  treated,.  As  a 
Ziaturalift,  Dr.  Kaye  fuftains  a  very  refpeCtable  character.  He 
was  the  correfpondent  and  intimate  friend  of  the  celebrated 
Gefner,  and  drew  up  for  his  ufe  cc  Short  Hiftories  of  certain 
rare  Animals  and  Plants,”  which  were  inferted  in  Gefn  er’s 
works,  and  afterwards  feparately  publiihcd,  with  correc¬ 
tions  and  enlargements.  At  the  requeft,  alfo,  of  the  fame 
great  naturalift,  Kaye  wrote  a  Treatife  on  Britifh  Dogs/* 
in  a  method  fo  judicious,  that  Mr.  Pennant  has  inferted 
the  whole  piece  in  his  “  Britifh  Zoology.”  In  the  opinion 
of  the  fame  gentleman,  than  whom  none  can  be  a  better 
judge,  all  Dr.  Kaye's  other  deferiptions  of  animals  are 
proofs  of  his  great  acquaintance  with  this  branch  of  natural 
hiftory. 

The  knowledge  of  furgery,  as  well  as  of  medicine,  re¬ 
ceived  coniiderable  improvement  during  the  reign  of  queen 
Elizabeth.  Thomas  Gale  added  to  the  fkill  of  the  art  by* 
various  writings.  From  one  of  his  publications  it  appears 
that  the  number  of  regular  bred  furgeons  to  fupply  the  pub¬ 
lic  fervice,  was  much  greater  at  this  period  than  afterwards* 
George  Baker,  furgeon  in  ordinary  to  the  queen,  was  the 
author  of  feveral  works  in  the  line  of  his  profeftion.  John 
Banifter,  though  a  phyfician,  as  well  as  a  furgeon,  diftin- 
guiftied  himfelf  chiefly  by  treatifes  of  a  chirurgical  nature. 
His  reputation  was  great  in  his  day  ;  and  fome  of  his  for¬ 
mulae  are  of  an  elegant  ftmplicity,  and,  in  general,  lefs 
compound  than  thofe  of  foreign  prafiitioners.  John  Halfe 
is  called  “  a  moft  famous  man/'  by  William  Clowes,  who 
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was,  however,  himfelf  more  truly  famous.  Indeed,  Clowes 
was  one  of  the  moll  eminent  furgeons  of  his  time  ;  and  he 
was  not  only  a  very  fkilful  practitioner,  but  an  improver 
of  the  art ;  efpecially  in  his  principal  work,  concerning 
burnings  with  gunpowder,  and  wounds  made  with  gunfhot, 
and  other  military  weapons.  His  quotations  fnew  him  to 
have  poffeffed  a  competent  fhare  of  learning.  In  his  ftyle 
he  is  clear,  and  not  incorreCt.  Of  the  contemporaries  of 
the  profeflion,  both  natives  and  foreigners,  he  every  where 
fpeaks  with  great  refpeCt ;  and  candidly  acknowledges  any 
inftrudtions  he  received  from  them.  On  the  other  hand, 
he  is  fevere  upon  empirical  pretenders ;  many  of  whom,  he 
laments,  were  entrufted  to  praCtife  on  board  her  majeity’s 
Ihips,  much  to  the  detriment  of  the  fervice  *. 

*  Millar,  Hume,  Biographia  Britannica,  Berkenhout,  Johnfon,  Pulte-- 
ney,  andAikim 
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chap.  1. 

France.  Edicts  of  Taxation  withdrawn.  Kecal  of  the  Parliament.  Sear-re 
Royale.  Loan.  Edict  of  Protejlants.  Exile  of  the  Duke  d’ Orleans  and 
two  Magflrates.  Remonf  ranees.  Ditto  on  Eettres  de  Cachet.  Hojlility 

of  the  Parliaments.  Bed  of  Jujlice.  Cour  P Under e.  Syflem  of  Adminl - 
ft  ratine  J if ice.  Calamitous  State  of  Affairs.  Meafurcs  refpe  Sting  the 
States  General.  D if  order  of  the  Finances.  D  if  niff  on  of  the  Archbifhop 


of  Touloufe . 

?  I  H  E  confequences  that  refult 
from  the  erroneous  admini- 
flration  of  political  government  are 
rather  to  be  meafured  by  the  tem¬ 
per  of  the  people  that  is  the  vidtim 
of  that  error,  than  by  the  magni¬ 
tude  or  fpecies  of  the  error  com¬ 
mitted.  The  people  of  France  be¬ 
ing  enlightened  at*  a  time  that  the 
government  thought  them  confum- 
rnately  ignorant,  and  impregnated 
with  the  defire  of  liberty  while  they 
were  imagined  to  be  in  love  with 
their  fetters,  whatever  food  admini- 
dration  afforded  to  their  difeontent, 
was  fure  to  contribute  to  its  ex- 
panfion  and  nourifhment.  Verfati- 
lity  in  the  executive  power  could 
not  fail  to  excite  contempt,  and  an 
obftinate  perfeverance  in  tyranny  to 
awaken  indignation.  The  latter  of 
thefe  is  no  doubt  the  mod  power¬ 


ful  flimulus  ;  the  former  mod  fuc- 
cefsfully  encourages  thofe,  who 
without  a  flimulus  already  perceive 
the  degradednefs  of  their  condition. 
The  archbifhop  ©f  Touloufe  care¬ 
fully  provided  this  encouragement. 
Six  weeks  only  elapfed  between  the 
forcible  regifter  of  the  obnoxious 
edidbs  of  taxation,  and  their  being 
abandoned  ;  no  more  than  ten  days 
intervened  between  the  exile  of  the 
parliament  of  Paris  and  the  firfl  in¬ 
dications  of  a  difpofition  to  give  up 
the  points  in  canted. 

Never  was  a  country  more  for¬ 
tunate  than  France  in  the  character 
of  the  three  miniders  that  preceded 
her  revolution.  Mr.  de  Calonne,  en¬ 
dued  with  the  mod  fplendid  abili¬ 
ties  and  the  moll  intrepid  virtue, 
dared  to  put  his  country  in  poffef- 
fion  of  the  materials  that  difeovered 
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to  her  the  neceffities  of  the  execu¬ 
tive  government  ;  and  demonftrated, 
in  his  own  practice,  that  prejudices 
the  mod  obdinate  and  inveterate 
might  be  attacked  with  no  in- 
conliderable  effeCt.  The  imbecility 
of  the  archbifhop  of  Touloufe  was 
not  lefs  favourable  5  alternately  pa¬ 
tron  ifmg  liberty,  the  charms  of 
which  had  captivated  his  judgment ; 
and  then  feized  with  a  paroxyim  of 
defpotifm,  the  necdlity  of  which  he 
believed  his  fituation  impofed  upon 
him.  The  imbecility  of  Mr.  Necker 
(for  by  what  other  name  .{hall  we 
defcribe  it  ?)  was  not  perpetually 
engaged  in  the  two  extremes  of  ge- 
nerofty  and  ufurpation  ;  but  was  al¬ 
ways  grave,  confident  and  phleg¬ 
matic.  Like  the  archbifhop  of  Tou¬ 
loufe.  his  opinion,  fuch  as  it  was, 
was  friendly  to  liberty  ;  and,  like 
the  archbifhoD,  he  was  confummate- 
ly  ignorant  of  the  meafures  by  which 
the  caufe  of  liberty  might  bed  be 
promoted.  He  did  not  fo  much 
grafp  the  helm  as  hold  the  ba¬ 
lance  of  government  ;  each  party 
being  admitted  to  throw  a  weight 
into  its  refpefxive  fcale,  while  the 
beam  was  endued  with  an  imper¬ 
ceptible  bias  towards  the  fide  of 
truth.  If  this  policy  were  attended 
with  benefit,  that  of  the  archbifhop, 
who  is  our  prefen t  fubjeCt,  was  not 
lefs  aufpicious,  The  advantages  his 
affability  gave  .were  indudrioufiy 
improved  5  and  he  reaped  nothing 
from  his  ufurpatlons  but  condemna¬ 
tion  and  contempt, 

Adminidration  were  determined 
to  lofe  no  time  in  putting  an  end  to 
their  contention  wfth  the  parliament 
of  Paris,  as  they  were  aware  of  ho 
other  mode  of  providing  for  the  exi¬ 
gencies  of  the  revenue  but  by  the 
"intervention  of  that  body.  The 
principal  vacation  of  the  parliament 
fails  upon  that  part  of  the  year  to 
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which  we  have  brought  down  our 
narrative,  its  ufuai  period  being  from 
the  feventh  of  September  to  the 
twelfth  of  the  following  November. 
As  a  preliminary  ftep  therefore  to 
the  recal,  letters  patent  were  iffued 
for  the  purpofe  of  prolonging  their 
fed!  ons  beyond  the  ordinary  limits, 
Thefe  letters  having:  been  rendered 
at  Troyes*  feemed  to  open  a  door  to 
negociation  *,  and  accordingly  Mr. 
d’Aligre,  hrd  prefident,  was  depute 
ed  by  the  parliament  to  treat  with 
the  king’s  miniders  at  Verfailles. 
In  the  refolution  by  which  thismea- 
fure  was  adopted,  the  juridical  corps 
abdaihed  from  all  thofe  harfh  and 
recriminatory  charges  with  which 

j  o 

their  preceding  refolves  abounded  ; 
but  the  very  circumdance  of  the  de- 
putation  was  regarded  as  a  point 
gained,  the  parliament  being  de- 
firous  of  afcertainipg  their  right  un¬ 
der  every  podible  circumdance  of 
negociating  with  the  king  in  per- 
fon. 

The  propofition  that  was  ulti¬ 
mately  adopted,  for  the  purpofe  of 
accommodating  at  once  the  exigen¬ 
cies  of  the  revenue  and  the  preten- 
fions  of  the  parliament,  was  a  revo¬ 
cation  of  the  two  obnoxious  edidls, 
and  a  prorogation  of  the  fecond 
vingtieme  for  the  year  1791  and 
1792;  including  a  provifo  for  its 
more  extendve  collection,  without 
exempting  even  the  domains  of  the 
crown,  or  the  apoanagfes  of  the 
princes  of  the  blood.  The  king 
exprefied  his  hope  that  this  more 
rigorous  collection,  joined  with  the 
reformations  and  reductions  that 
would  be  made  in  the  houfnold, 
would  finally  be  found  fudicient  to 
remedy  the  deficiencies  now  exiding 
ip  the  public  treafury.  The  ediCt  of 
revocation  was  regidered  at  Troyes 
on  the  nineteenth  of  September 
17875  and  on  the  fame  day  the  par¬ 
liament 
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iiament  came  to  a  refolution,  de¬ 
claring,  that  nothing  could  have  in¬ 
duced  them  fo  much  as  to  the  re- 
gilder  of  a  prorogation  of  impoffc 
but  the  exigency  of  the  moment ; 
that  they  did  it  in  the  confidence, 
that  the  reductions  of  expendi¬ 
ture  were  actually  in  progrefs,  and 
the  fecond  vingtieme  would  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  expire  at  the  period  af- 
figned  ;  and  that  they  perfifted  in 
their  opinion  refpedling  the  prin¬ 
ciple  in  conteft,  perfuaded  that  they 
had  no  power  to  regiiler  a  tax  pre¬ 
viously  to  its  having  been  voted  by 
the  affembly  of  the  Hates  general. 

The  ad]  ailment  of  this  arduous 
conteft  was  inftantly  fucceeded  by 
the  king’s  letters  of  recal,  putting 
an  end  to  the  exile  of  the  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  appointing  the  ordinary 
chamber  of  vacations  to  commence 
its  fittings  at  Paris  on  the  firft  of 
October,,  Upon  that  occafion  it 
was  cuftomary  for  the  whole  body 
to  go  in  proceffion  to  prefent  their 
committee  to  the  fovereign;  and  the 
people  ot  Paris  feized  upon  this  op¬ 
portunity  of  exprehing  their  fenie 
of  the  meritorious  fervices  of  the 
juridical  body,  by  bonfires  and  other 
demonftrations  of  joy,  continued 
during  this  and  the  two  following 
days. 

The  period  of  inaflion  that  fol¬ 
lowed  was  of  ftiort  continuance,  and 
was  of  the  nature  of  that  calm  that 
precedes  the  coming  tempeft.  Ad- 
miniftration  endeavoured  to  prepare 
for  the  trial  they  would  have  to  en¬ 
counter,  and  to  fecure  the  approba¬ 
tion  of  the  public  to  their  meafures. 
They  profefted  to  carry  the  refor¬ 
mations  and  reductions  in  the  ex¬ 
penditure  to  the  amount  of  three 
millions  fterling  ;  they  eftimatedthe 
improvement  of  the  collection  of  the 
vingtiemes  at  1,460,000/.  and  the 
deficiency  which  by  thefe  methods. 


and  fuch  others  as  it  might  be 
thought  proper  to  adopt,  muft  even¬ 
tually  be  fupplied,  they  Hated  at 
5,836,000  /.  The  promulgation  of 
theie  ideas  would,  they  believed, 
both  eftablifh  the  opinion  of  their 
meritorious  conduct,  and  entitle 
them  to  fuch  farther  affiftance  as 
the  emergencies  of  the  public  might 
require. 

Another  meafure*  that  was  intro¬ 
duced  at  this  period,  appears  to  have 
proceeded  from  fimilar  views.  The 
projefl  that  had  firft  fixed  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  public  upon  the  arch- 
bifhop  of  Touloufe,  was  that  of  ren¬ 
dering  the  admini fixation  of  the 
finances  permanent,  by  the  mode  of 
entrufting  it  to  the  deliberations  of 
a  refponfible  council,  inftead  of  fub- 
jefling  it,  as  might  otherwife  be 
the  cafe,  to  the  flutftukions  and  ca¬ 
prices  of  a  fingle  individual.  The 
fame  principle  that  was  applicable 
to  the  finances,  might,  it  was 
thought,  be  carried  with  fuccefs  in¬ 
to  the  other  departments  of  govern¬ 
ment  ;  and  in  purfuance  of  this  idea 
a  regulation  v/as  publifhed  for  the 
eftablifhment  of  a  council  of  war, 
confifting  of  the  feeretary  for  that 
department  and  nine  general  offi¬ 
cers.  Into  this  inftitution  a  prin¬ 
ciple  Angularly  ariftocratical  was  in¬ 
troduced.  The  members  originally 
depended  on  the  nomination  of  the 
king  ;  but  it  was  directed  that,  in  all 
future  vacancies,  the  council  fhould 
itfelf  nominate  three  candidates,  and 
the  king  have  no  other  power  than 
that  of  fele&ing  one  of  the  three  to 
take  his  feat  in  the  council.  The 
feeretary  of  ftate  had  a  calling  vote. 

On  the  day  upon  which  parlia¬ 
ment  re-entered  upon  its  functions, 
a  direflion  was  communicated  to 
the  firft  prefident  from  the  king, 
commanding  him  to  hold  the  body 
affembled,  in  order  fpeedily  to  re- 
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ceive  the  communications  of  the 
executive  government.  The  archbi¬ 
fhop  had  in  the  interval  endeavoured 
to  prepare  fuch  a  projedi  as  might 
promife  to  be  attended  with  the 
molt  favourable  fuccefs.  As  the  par¬ 
liament  had  emphatically  declared 
their  incapacity  to  regifier  a  tax, 
and  as  money  was  indifpenlibly  ne- 
cefiary,  the  only  alternative  that 
fuggelted  itfelf  was  that  of  a  loan. 
In  order  to  render  this  more  palat¬ 
able,  it  was  thought  proper  to  ac¬ 
company  it  with  fome  great  meafure 
of  legislation.  Early  in  the  prefent 
year,  and  at  a  time  when  the  par¬ 
liament  was  anxioufly  fearching  af¬ 
ter  every  Source  of  popularity,  with¬ 
out  having  yet  fixed  upon  the  plan 
to  which  it  Should  yield  the  prefer¬ 
ence,  fome  of  its  members  deplored 
with  confiderable  eloquence  the  hard¬ 
ships  and  civil  profcription  impofed 
by  the  Hate  upon  its  protefiant  ci¬ 
tizens.  This  topic,  as  moil  con¬ 
genial  to  the  liberality  and  intellec¬ 
tual  daring  of  the  age,  engaged  the 
choice  of  the  archbifhop,  He  alfo 
determined  to  prefent  the  parlia- 
'  ment  at  once  with  the  plan  of  a  Se¬ 
ries  of  loans  for  five  years,  and  to 
promife  a  convocation  of  the  Hates 
general  at  the  end  of  that  term. 
He  believed  that  the  fairnefs  and 
publicity  of  this  proceeding  would 
engage  the  public  approbation.  He 
conceived  that  parliament  and  the 
nation  would  be  equally  gratified 
with  a  coneeffion  fo  confonant  to 
their  wifhes.  At  the  fame  time  he 
congratulated  himfelf  upon  the  depth 
of  the  policy  by  which  he  was  fore- 
Halling  the  Hruggles  attendant  upon 
future  edicts  ;  and  Securing  to  him¬ 
felf,  in  the  event  of  his  fuccefs,  a  long 
period  of  tranquil  adniinifiration. 

The  merit  of  the  archbifhop  in 
this  proceeding  is  faid  to  have  been 
in  Some  re! peels  greater,  and  in  fome 


lefs,  than  it  appeared.  The  Rretch 
of  policy  upon  which  he  piqued 
himfelf,  was  Soon  detected,  and  no 
Sooner  detedled  than  defpifed.  To 
promife  a  convocation  of  the  Hates 
general,  it  was  faid,  as  foon  as  the 
deficiency  of  the  finances  was  filled 
up,  was  to  promife  to  call  them  to¬ 
gether  when  they  would  no  longer 
be  wanted.  While  the  revenues 
were  embarraffed,  they  might  fpeak 
to  the  executive  government  the 
language  of  firmnefs  and  freedom, 
and  would  be  fecure  of  being  heard 
and  refpefled.  Appeals  to  the  mufiy 
records  ofdefpotifm  would  be  vain  ; 
while  the  national  afiembly,  holding 
the  purfe  of  the  public,  would  pof- 
fefs  an  irrefifiible  argument,  and 
their  representations  be  enforced  by 
the  imperious  cry  of  necefiity.  On 
the  other  hand,  if  the  difirefles  of 
adniinifiration  were  removed,  there 
was  no  doubt  that  government 
would  Speedily  return  into  its  old 
channel.  The  archbifhop  defired 
to  fecure  his  prefent.  power  for  a 
period  of  five  years  :  he  Scarcely  ex¬ 
pected,  it  may  be,  that  his  political 
exifience  would  be  protraded  be¬ 
yond  that  term,  and  was  little 
anxious  in  what  manner  his  fuceef- 
fors  fhould  extricate  themfelves  from 
.a  promife  that  they  might  think  wa* 
not  binding  upon  them.  To  pro¬ 
mife  to  do  a  thing  five  years  hence, 
which,  if  necefiary  at  all,  was  ne- 
ceffary  now,  plainly  difeovered  the 
Sentiments  of  the  promifer  ;  and  it 
was  hardly  to  be  doubted  that  fu¬ 
ture  eafe  would  retrafl  the  engage¬ 
ments  of  prefent  necefiity.  But,  if 
this  were  the  interpretation  to  which 
the  meafure  of  the  archbifhop  was 
mofi  obvioufly  liable,  it  was  alfo 
fufpe&ed  by  thefe  mofi  intimately 
acquainted  with  his  character,  that 
he  was  rather  betraying  the  caufc 
of  the  monarchy  than  the  cauie  of 
,  the 
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the  people.  He  chofe,  it  was  faid, 
the  condition  of  the  proteflants  for 
a  fubjedl  of  legiflation,  becaufe  he 
was  devotedly  the  friend  of  religious 
liberty.  He  improved  the  embar- 
raffments  of  the  court,  to  prevail 
upon  it  to  promife  in  fome  form  the 
meeting  of  the  dates  general.  This 
was  the  deciiive  ftcp.  Such  a  pro¬ 
mife,  in  the  prefent  temper  of  the 
nation,  once  made,  could  never  be 
retracted.  Its  execution  might  be 
accelerated,  but  could  not  long  be 
deferred. 

A  fuperficlal  confideration  might 
induce  us  to  fuppofe,  that  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  the  reformations  being  taken 
at  three  millions,  and  the  extenfion 
of  the  vingtiemes  at  one  and  a  half, 
the  loan  for  the  prefent  year  needed 
not  exceed  the  fum  of  1,400,000/. 
the  precife  difference  between  the 
amount  of  thefe  two  articles  and 
the  avowed  total  of  the  deficit.  But 
the  fadt  was  otherwife.  The  new 
colledbion  of  the  vingtiemes  was  far 
from  being  eflablifhed,  and,  though 
regillered  in  the  parliament  of  Paris, 
feemed  likely  to  encounter  oppoii- 
tion  in  the  inferior  courts  and  af- 
femblies  of  the  kingdom.  •  Reforms 
in  expenditure,  and  the  abolition  of 
offices,  are  neceffarily  attended  with 
compenfations  to  the  officers  re¬ 
duced,  which  may  render  them  in 
fome  cafes  a  temporary  burthen 
rather  than  relief  to  the  public  trea- 
fury.  For  thefe  reafons  it  was  found 
neceffary  to  fix  the  loan  for  the 
year  1788  at  five  millions,  and  for 
the  following  years  refpedtively  at 
3,7  50,000/,  3,330,000/,  2,916,000/, 
and  2,500,000/.  The  terms  of  the 
fubfequent  loans  were  left  open : 
the  prefent  was  distributed  into  three 
portions  5  one  at  five  per  cent,  and 
irredeemable,  the  fccOnd  at  four  per 
cent,  redeemable  in  twenty  years,- 
and  the  third  in  the  form  of  an¬ 


nuity,  eight  per  cent,  for  one  life*  or 
feven  per  cent,  for  two. — The  pur- 
pofe  of  the  edidf  refpediing  the  pro- 
teftants  lay  in  a  very  narrow  com- 
pafs.  The  laws  in  exigence  nei¬ 
ther  choofing  to  aim  at  their  total 
extirpation,'  nor  being  able  to  pre¬ 
vail  with  themfelves  to  fecure  to 
them  the  rights  of  citizens,  con¬ 
trived,  by  one  of  thofe  monftrous 
fidfions  with  which  the  jurifprudence 
of  mankind  has  hitherto  been  con- 
dud/ted,  to  affert  that  there  were  no 
fuch  perfons.  The  prefent  edidfc, 
without  enabling  them  to  hold  any 
offices  in  the  government,  without 
fo  much  as  granting  them  the  legal 
exercife  of  wmrfhip,  was  calculated 
to  fupprefs  this  abfurdity  ;  and  by 
fecuring  to  them  the  power  of  af- 
certaining  their  births*  marriages 
and  deaths  in  the  courts  of  juftice, 
to  enable  them  to  inherit  property, 
according  to  the  ellablifhed  modes 
of  fucceuion. 

Such  was  the  policy  provided  by 
the  archbifhop  of  Touloufe,  as  moil 
fuitable  to  the  prefent  emergency. 
With  thefe  laws  as  it  w^ere  in  his 
hand,  he  endeavoured  privately  to 
negociate  a  favourable  reception ; 
and  he  exhaufted  all  the  blandifh- 
meiits  at  this  time  in  the  difpofition 
of  government,  to  win  over  the  par¬ 
liament  to  compliance.  He  urged 
the  extreme  diforder  of  the  finances, 
and  the  impracticability  of  going 
on  without  the  propofed  loan.  But 
thefe  arguments  were  not  calculated 
to  have  influence  with  the  juridical 
corps.  Intoxicated  with  the  popu¬ 
larity  they  had  lately  acquired,  they 
had  little  inclination,  by  one  a6t  of 
authority,  to  furrender  all  the  future 
check  they  pofTeffed  upon  the  exe¬ 
cutive  government.'  The  diftreffes 
of  adminiffration  they  regarded  lets 
as  motives  for  forbearance,  than  as 
the  arguments  of  future  triumphs. 

A  4  But, 


I 


BRITISH  AND 


But,  whatever  were  the  determi¬ 
nation  of  parliament,  to  the  arch-* 
hifhop  it  appeared  that  there  re¬ 
mained  no  alternative  but  to  raife 
the  money  immediately,  or  to  fuffer 
the  revenue  to  become  bankrupt*  It 
was  therefore  to  be  confidered  in 
what  method  to  give  to  the  edict  of 
loan  the  authority  of  law,  without 
the  voluntary  participation  of  par¬ 
liament.  The  expedient  of  a  bed 
of  jultice  had  fucceeded  fo  ill  in  a 
recent  indance,  that  the  minidef  was 
extremely  unwilling  to  have  recourfe 
to  it.  Pie  devifed  the  mode  of  a 
feance  royale,,  in  which  the  king 
fhould  invite  the  parliament  to  de¬ 
bate  the  fubjedt  in  his  prefence,  pre- 
vioufly  to  the  eompulfory  regider, 
as  a  milder  and  lefs  obnoxious  pro¬ 
ceeding.  It  does  not  appear  that 
this  meafure  had  a  precedent  in  any 
former  parliamentary  tranfadlion. 

The  fpace  of  a  week  only  was 
fuffered  to  elapfe  between  the  af- 
fembling  of  the  parliament,  and  the 
appearance  of  the  king  among  them 
for  the  purpofes  dtlcribed*  The 
fpeech  of  the  fovereign  confided 
of  a  brief  datement  of  principles, 
that  were  farther  dilated  in  that  of 
the  keeper  of  the  feals.  The  mod 
delicate  topic  of  which  they  treated 
was  that  of  the  announced  convoca¬ 
tion  of  the  dates  general.  The  mi- 
nider  predding  in  the  law  depart¬ 
ment,  thought  proper  to  introduce 
this  part  of  his  fubjebl  by  a  detail 
of  what  he  dyled  the  invariable  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  monarchy,  the  heads 
of  which  he  extracted  from  a  refo- 
lution  of  the  parliament  of  Paris  of 
the  year  1766.  It  was  there  afferted, 
that  “  to  the  king  alone  belonged 
the  fovereign  power  in  the  realm  ; 
that  he  was  accountable  only  to 
God  for  its  exercife  ;  that  the  reci¬ 
procal  connection  of  the  king  and 
his  fubjedts  was  indidqluble,  and  in¬ 
capable  of  alteration  $  that  the  na¬ 


tion  was  identified  with  the  king' 
the  body  is  with  the  head  ;  and  that 
the  power  of  legislation  refided  in 
him,  independent  and  undivided.” 

From  thefe  maxims  (atteded,  fait! 
Mr.  de  Lamoignon,  in  every  page 
of  the  national  hidory)  he  inferred, 
that  the  king  alone  had  the  right  of 
convoking  the  dates  general ;  that 
he  alone  could  judge  of  their  utility 
Or  neeeflity  ;  that  the  adminidration 
of  the  government  mud  uninter-* 
ruptedly  ved  in  him  ;  that  the  three 
orders  of  the  date  were  only  a  coun¬ 
cil  of  a  larger  kind,  in  the  midd  of 
which  the  king  originated  his  de¬ 
crees,  like  a  father  in  his  family  ; 
and  that  the'  monarch  mud  for  ever 
remain  foie  arbiter  of  their  griev¬ 
ances  and  complaints. 

Having  edablifhed  thefe  general 
principles,  he  proceeded  to  prove, 
that  the  with  now  entertained  of 
calling  together  the  dates  general 
had  originated  with  the  king.  The 
king  had  fpontaneoufly  convoked 
the  adembly  of  the  notables  ;  it  was 
well  known  that  the  idea  of  feeing 
himfelf  in  the  midd  of  a  nation  he 
loved,  and  that  loved  him  in  return, 
excited  in  him  neither  terror  nor 
averfion  ;  and  thefe  features  in  his 
character  had  no  doubt  fuggeded  to 
the  parliament  the  idea  of  {eliciting 
a  convocation  of  the  dates  general* 
Formerly  the  long  minorities  of 
Louis  the  Fourteenth  and  Louis  the 
Fifteenth,  the  devadations  of  civil 
war,  the  lofs  of  battle  after  battle 
againft  the  common  enemy,  had  not 
cauied  a  bugle  voice  to  be  beard,  re- 
claiming  the  counfels  of  the  repre- 
fentatives  of  the  nation  ;  it  was  only 
the  zeal  for  the  public  good  enter¬ 
tained  by  the  prefent  king,  and 
which  perpetually  outran  the  wifh.es 
or  his  people,  that  had  revived  this 
long  forgotten  idea. — In  the  mean 
time,  while  Mr.  de  Lamoignon  thus 
demondrated  the  fympathy  of  the 


FOREIGN 


f 


king  with  tlie  parliament,  he  blamed 
them  for  the  difrefpedtful  importu¬ 
nity  with  which  they  had  folicited 
the  ftates  general ;  and  afferted  the 
eftablifhment  of  the  provincial  af- 
femblies,  a  meafure  that  had  fpon- 
taneoufly  flowed  from  the  royal 
bounty,  to  be  fraught  with  more 
folid  advantages  to  the  nation  at 
large. 

The  purpofe  of  the  fitting  having 
been  explained*  and  the  members 
directed  to  proceed  to  the  diicuffion 
of  the  edicts,  a  confiderable  debate 
arofe.  The  hrft  opinions  delivered 
were  in  favour  of  the  plan  of  ad- 
tninift ration.  The  principal  fpeak- 
ers  on  the  other  fide  were  M.  d’Ef- 
premenil,  Freteati,  and  St.  Vincent, 
and  the  abbes  le  Coigneux  and  Sa¬ 
batier.  Their  obfervations  were  de¬ 
livered  with  freedom,  perhaps  with 
acrimony.  By  the  latter  it  was 
afferted  that  the  only  difference  be¬ 
tween  a  bed  of  juffice  and  fuch  a 
fitting  as  the  prei'ent,  was,  that  the 
one  had  all  the  franknefs  of  defpo- 
tifm,  and  the  other  all  itshypocrify* 
Mr.  Freteau  took  occafion  to  fpeak 
of  the  recent  accommodation  be¬ 
tween  Great  Britain  and  France  upon 
the  fubjedt  of  Holland,  and  declared 
that  it  was  a  proceeding  at  which 
Louis  the  Fourteenth  would  have 
blufhed.  The  fitting  continued  for 
the  fpace  of  feven  hours;  at  the  end 
of  which  the  king  rofe,  and  informed 
the  affembly,  that,  having  heard 
their  opinions,  he  perlifted  in  his 
fentiment.  He  therefore  directed 
that  the  edidt  of  fucceflive  loans 
fhould  immediately  be  regiftered. 

The  extraordinary  revolution  that 
had  taken  place  in  the  minds  of  the 
people  of  France  in  the  courfe  of 
the  prefent  year,  was  in  nothing 
more  confpicuous  than  in  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  duke  d’ Orleans  upon 
this  occafion,  and  the  project  formed 
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by  the  hrff  prince  of  the  blood  to 
put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  popu¬ 
lar  party.  He  rofe  to  reply  to  the 
direction  of  the  king ;  and,  ad- 
drefling  the  throne,  faid  to  him* 
“  Sire,  permit  me  to  lay  at  youf 
feet,  and  to  exprefs  in  the  prefence 
of  the  court,  my  declaration,  that 
I  regard  this  meafure  as  illegal ;  and 
that  it  is  a  juffice  due  to  the  perfons 
who  might  be  confidered  as  fharing 
in  the  deliberation,  that  the  refult 
fhould  be  recorded  as  having  fprung 
from  the  exprefs  command  of  your 
majefty.”  The  king  having  retired* 
the  duke  was  requested  to  record  Uh 
diffent ;  and  the  parliament  came  to 
a  refolution,  abjuring  every  fort  of 
concern  in  the  regifter  which  had 
juff  taken  place*  and  which  had  not 
been  preceded  by  the  vote  that  was 
neceffary  to  render  the  deliberation 
complete. 

In  this  criffs  government  was  re¬ 
duced  to  a  very  dangerous  alterna¬ 
tive.  It  was  neceffary  either  to  af- 
fume  a  countenance  of  inflexibility 
and  rigour,  and  by  the  gravity  of 
their  proceedings  encourage  the 
public  to  confide  in  their  perfeve- 
rance,  and  fo  fill  up  the  loan  ;  or  to 
retradf  at  once,  acknowledge  that 
they  had  no  legitimate  mode  of  Ap¬ 
plying  the  exigency,  and,  putting 
all  things  to  the  hazard,  immediately 
call  together  a  national  affembly. 
The  example  of  the  preceding  dim¬ 
mer,  in  which  the  edidts  had  been 
withdrawn  after'  a  regifter  by  order 
from  the  throne,  would  not  fail  to 
be  remembered  againft  them ;  and 
the  facility  of  their  condudl  upon 
that  occafion,  feemed  to  impofe 
upon  them  the  neceflity  of  feverity  in 
this.  Accordingly,  on  the  following 
day,  it  was  thought  proper  to  fend 
into  exile  the  duke  d’Orleans,  and 
mefiieurs  Sabatier  and  Freteau  ;  the 
former  to  one  of  his  country  feats, 
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and  the  two  latter  to  imprifonment 
in  a  diflant  part  of  the  kingdom. 

At  the  fame  time  orders  were 
given,  that  the  journals  of  the  par¬ 
liament  fliould  be  brought  to  Ver- 
failles  on  the  following  morning  ; 
and,  by  direction  from  the  king,  the 
refolution  of  the  evening  of  the 
‘feance  royale  was  erafed.  To  the 
deputation  that  accompanied  the 
journals  the  king  obferved,  that  he 
was  aftoniihed  the  parliament  fhould 
pretend  to  have  had  no  concern  in 
the  regilter,  when  they  had  been 
permitted  to  debate  it  for  feven 
hours  together  ;  and  when  it  was 
manifefl  to  all,  as  it  had  been  to  him, 
that  the  fenfe  of  the  majority  had 
clearly  been  in  the  affirmative.  The 
parliaments  of  former  times  had  de¬ 
manded  as  a  peculiar  condefcenlion, 
that  the  king  would  come  in  the 
midfl  of  them,  and  liften  to  their 
fentiments  ;  and  now  that  this  an¬ 
cient  form  was  for  the  firft  time  re¬ 
vived,  parliament  exclaimed  upon  its 
tranfadfions  as  illegal.  The  king  de¬ 
clared  his  conftant  disapprobation 
of  the  recording  their  cenfures  upon 
his  government,  in  the  form  of  refo- 
lutions  upon  their  journals,  as  dif- 
refpe&fui  in  itfelf,  and  not  an¬ 
nouncing  the  reafons  together  with 
the  opinion.  He  took  occafion  to 
obferve,  that  he  had  prorn.ifed  to 
convoke  the  ftates  general  before 
the  year  1792;  that  is,  at  lateft,  in 
the  year  1791.  The  deputation  fo- 
licit'ed  the  recal  of  the  exiles,  “  who 
had  incurred  this  cenfure  only  for 
having  fpoken  according  to  their 
duty  and  their  confcience,  at  a 
time  when  the  king  invited  them  to 
a  free  difcuffion,” 

No  pretence  could  be  more  grofs 
than  that  which  '  the  archbifhop  of 
Touloufe  thought  proper  to  put  into 
the  mouth  of  the  fovereign  upon 
th'k  occafion.  If  the  majority  of  the 


affembl  y  were  for  the  regifler,  why 
not  collect  the  votes  ?  It  was  unbe¬ 
coming,  we  have  been  told,  of  the 
dignity  of  the  king,  that  fuch  a  for¬ 
mality  fliould  take  place  in  his  pre¬ 
fence.  That  muft  furely  be  a  pecu¬ 
liar  fpecies  of  dignity  that  is  de- 
ftrudtive  of  common  fenfe,  deftruc- 
tive  of  juftice,  and  deftruftive  of  the 
interefl  of  the  perfon  to  whom  it 
belongs.  But  this  was  not  a  time 
for  the  cold  exhibition  of  dignity ; 
and  it  is  fomewhat  difficult  to  be¬ 
lieve,  that  at  a  moment  when  the 
queftion  was,  Whether  the  govern¬ 
ment  fliould  commit  an  immediate 
a6t  of  bankruptcy,  that  at  a  crifis 
at  which  an  unfavourable  event 
might  involve  the  nation  in  civil 
war,  and  all  its  horrors,  the  minifler 
could  not  ftoop  from  his  dignity  fo 
far  as  to  count  the  voices  of  the  af- 
fembly.  In  fadt,  the  author  of  the 
feance  royale  does  not  feem  well  to 
have  known  what  it  was  that  he 
intended  by  that  appellation.  At 
one  time  it  was  a  bed  of  jullice  ; 
with  this  only  difference,  that  the 
parliament  fliould  be  indulged  in  a 
fruitlefs  wafte  of  eloquence,  for 
which  however  they  might  after¬ 
wards  be  puniflied  :  and  at  another, 
it  was  an  ordinary  deliberation, 
where  the  parliament  fliould  difcufs"? 
but  the  king  be  prefent  ;  and  the 
parliament  vote,  with  the  king  for 
their  teller. 

On  the  twenty-fecond,  parliament 
proceeded  to  prepare  fupplications 
to  the  king  in  behalf  of  the  exiles  ; 
the  princes  and  peers  who  had  in¬ 
tended  to  be  prefent  upon  the  occa¬ 
fion,  being  prevented  by  the  exprefs 
interference  of  the  king.  The  fup- 
plication  complained  with  confide- 
rable  force,  <4  that  they  mull  chairs 
up  their  tongues,  if  their  confidence, 
encouraged  by  the  fovereign,  was 
for  the  future  to  become  the  figna? 

of 
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of  exile  and  arreft.”  But  the  energy 
of  fome  of  its  fentiments  was  tar- 
nifhed  by  the  meannefs  and  falfe 
pathos  of  others.  They  lamented 
that  Mr.  de  Freteau  had  not  only 
been  arrefted,  but  arrefted  with  cir- 
cumftances  of  indecorum  ;  fome  of 
which  circumftances,  upon  better  in¬ 
formation,  they  acknowledged  to  be 
falfe.  Mr.  Sabatier  being  imprifoned 
on  the  fea  fhore,  they  {poke  of  the 
place  of  his  confinement  as  “  a  con¬ 
tinual  punifhment :  a  rock  was  his 
dwelling,  and  the  waves  of  the  fea 
beat  againft  his  habitation. ”  The 
king,  in  reply  to  thefe  reprefenta- 
tions,  promifed  to  enquire  into  the 
particulars  complained  of,  but  at  the 
fame  time  profeffed  himfelf  difpleaf- 
ed, “  that  they  fhould  attribute  the 
punifhment  of  the  exiles  to  motives, 
which  the  free  courfe  he  had  per¬ 
mitted  to  their  opinions  did  not  al¬ 
low  them  to  fuggeft.”  Meffieurs 
Freteau  and  Sabatier  were  after  re¬ 
moved  to  places  of  confinement  lefs 
remote  from  the  capital. 

Meanwhile  the  parliament,  by  no 
means  fatisfied  with  this  conyefiion, 
affected  their  privileges  with  the 
utmoft  vigour.  They  refufed  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  compliments  of  the  univer- 
fity,  and  other  public  bodies,  upon 
the  renewal  of  their  fittings  in  Paris ; 
ceremonies  like  thefe  being  alto¬ 
gether  unfuitable  to  “  fuch  a  period 
of  mourning  and  confternation.” 
The  confideration  of  the  edicfts  of 
the  proteftants,  which  came  on  about 
this  time,  they  adjourned,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  ab fence  of  thepeers,  and 
“  the  diffracted  fituation  of  their  af¬ 
fairs.”  The  peers  on  their  part  pre¬ 
sented  a  memorial  to  the  king,  re¬ 
claiming  their  unalienable  privileges, 
and  demanding  the  recal  of  the  duke 
d’Orieans  and  the  two  magifirates. 
The  prohibition  of  their  attendance 
was  taken  off  a  Abort  time  after. 
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The  peers  being  returned  to  their 
feats,  a  new  Application,  more  fpi- 
rited  and  energetic  than  the  former, 
was  prepared  in  full  affembly  on  the 
thirtieth.  In  this  paper  the  parlia¬ 
ment  exprefsly  remarked,  “  that 
they  did  not  come  fo  much  to  claim 
the  royal  benignity,  as  the  protection 
of  the  laws ;  it  was  not  a  favour 
that  they  had  to  folicit,  it  was  juf- 
tice  they  had  to  demand.”  Nor  did 
they  flop  here.  Taught  by  expe¬ 
rience  that  they  could  no  longer 
expect  the  public  applaufe  than 
while  they  appeared  to  be  engaged 
in  a  public  intereft,  they  extended 
their  representations  to  the  injuftice 
and  calamity  of  lettres  de  cachet. 
They  obferved,  that  u  the  meanefl 
of  the  king’s  fubjects  was  not  lefs 
interefled  in  the  fuccefs  of  their  re- 
monftrances,  than  the  firft  prince 
of  the  blood.  The  meaneft  fubject, 
puniihed  by  the  king,  and  pimillied 
without  being  heard,  became  an  ob¬ 
ject  of  public  alarm.  This  fentiment 
was  not  peculiar  to  the  parliament ;  it 
was  tne  fentiment  of  nature,  it  was 
the  cry  of  reafon.”  They  appealed 
to  the  confcience  ofthe  monarch, 
and  were  fatisfied  of  his  internal 
approbation.  Their  caufe  was  the 
caufe  of  the  nation  and  the  throne  : 
the  authority  of  the  one  and  the 
liberty  of  the  other  were  built  upon 
the  lame  foundation ;  juftice  only 
could  give  tranquillity  to  the  fub- 
jecf,  and  liability  to  the  power  by 
which  he  was  governed.”  They 
concluded  with  demanding  u  the  li¬ 
berty  of  the  exiles  ;  or,  if  they  be 
guilty,  that  their  crimes  fhould  be 
declared,  and  the  accufation  brought 
to  an  iffue.” 

The  delays  occafioned  by  the 
controversy  of  the  exiles  were  con- 
fiderably  injurious  to  the  edicft:  for 
afcertaining  the  civil  exigence  of  the 
proteftants  ;  and  afforded  an  oppor¬ 
tunity 
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Sanity  for  fuperftition  and  prejudice 
to  mutter  their  forces  againft  it. 
The  clergy  were  particularly  induf- 
trious.  The  archbishop  of  Paris, 
need  we  fay,  profefiFed  himfelf  the 
fervent  advocate  of  toleration,  at 
the  fame  time  that  he  earneftly  de¬ 
precated  the  precipitate  acceptation 
of  the  prefent  edi6l  ?  There  is  an 
evidence  in  truth  that  extorts  the 
unwilling  homage  of  her  adverfaries, 
at  the  moment  they  are  moil  un¬ 
wearied  in  their  attempts  to  defeat 
her,  and  thus  obliges  them  to  fub- 
feribe  to  their  own  condemnation . 
Mr.  d’Efpremenjl,  author  of  the 
remonftrnnces  of  the  parliament,  at 
prefent  the  idol  of  the  multitude, 
but  fpeedily  fated  to  become  their 
averlion,  a  young  lawyer  of  un¬ 
daunted  courage,  of  ardent  fancy, 
and  deeply  imbued  with  all  the  pre¬ 
judices  oi  his  profeilion,  exerted  his 
eloquence  to  obtain  at  lead  fome 
modification  of  the  edift*  No  man, 
he  declared,  could  be  more  willing 
to  fubferibe  to  the  toleration  of  the 
proteftants  :  but  lie  looked  with  hor¬ 
ror  upon  the  prefent  meafure,  which 
was  accompanied  with  no  limita¬ 
tions,  as  opening  a  door  to  Jews, 
Pagans,  and  Mahometans  ;  nay,  by 
its  unguarded  indulgence,  holding 
out  a  refuge  to  unbelievers  and 
a.theiiis. 

Another  circumftance  that  under¬ 
went  confiderabie  difciiftion,  was  that 
of  the  marriages  of  the  proteftants  ; 
fuihcient  care,  it  was  ftftd,  not  being 
taken  in  the  edict  to  prevent  the 
principles  of  the  catholics  from  being 
corrupted  by  profane  intermarriages. 
The  archbifuop  of  Paris  recom¬ 
mended  the  edidt  to  be  wholly  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  future  inveftigation  of 
the  ft  ate  s  general.  To  this  it  was 
anfwered  by  abbe  le  Coigneux,  one 
of  the  leaders  of  oppofttion  in  the 
feance  rovale,  that,  it  the  purpofe 


had  been  taxation,  the  kingdom  iri 
general  ought  to  have  be£n  com 
fulted  ;  but  that  matters  of  govern¬ 
ment  and  legiflation  belonged  exclu- 
fively  to  the  king.  At  length  it  was 
agreed  to  reprefent  to  the*  king 
what  were  deemed  the  imperfeftions 
of  the  edift.  The  articles  of  this 
reprefentation  however  fufBciently 
(hewed  that  the  intolerant  party  was 
by  no  means  the  ruling  one.  Omit¬ 
ting  the  objections  of  Mr.  d’Efpre- 
menil  and  the  archbifhop,  they  only 
required  that  no  public  worftiip  but 
that  of  the  eftabliftied  religion  ftiould 
be  permitted;  that  proteftants  ftiould 
be  excluded  from  municipal  offices 
and  the  direction  of  feholaitic  eftab- 
liftiments;  andthatthey  ftiould  be  ex¬ 
cluded  from  the  right  ofprefentaticn 
to  livings. They  added  their  wifti,that 
the  penal  laws  againft:  heretics  ftiould 
be  modified,  as  well  as  thofe  exclud¬ 
ing  them  from  certain  profeilion s 
and  trades ;  and  that  the  property 
confiscated  under  thefe  penal  laws, 
and  now  in  pofTeffion  of  the  king, 
ftiould  be  reftored. 

To  this  reprefentation  the  king 
replied,  that  the  edi£t  granted  a  civil 
exiftence  to  the  proteftants,  and  had 
nothing  to  do  with  worftiip  ;  that 
he  meditated  a  reform  in  the  penal 
code,  which  code  muft  however 
remain  for  the  fecurity  of  public 
worftiip  ;  that  the  edi£t  already  con¬ 
tained  proviftoiis  that  applied  to  the 
free  exercife  of  trade  ;  and  tliat,  if 
this  article,  the  right  of  prefenta- 
tion,  or  the  reftoration  of  confif- 
cated  property,  required  any  further 
regulation,  he  would  provide  for 
them  by  feparate  decisions.  The 
ki  ng  then  delivered  to  the  parlia¬ 
ment  a  copy  of  the  law,  correbied 
in  a  few  immaterial  points.  The 
regifler,  which  had  been  delayed 
fifift  by  the  other  controverftes  of 
the  parliament,  and  then  by  the  de¬ 
bates 
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bates  to  which  the  edi£t  gave  rife, 
was  voted  bv  a  great  majority  on 
the  twenty-ninth  of  January  1788. 

The  controverfy  between  adminis¬ 
tration  and  the  parliament  of  Paris 
was  fufpended  in  the  autumn  of  the 
year  1787  ;  and  hopes  had  been  en¬ 
tertained  that  their  future  proceed¬ 
ings  might  be  of  an  amicable  com¬ 
plexion.  But  the  oppoiition  of  the 
provincial  parliaments  feemed  Icarce- 
ly  to  have  iuffered  the  fm  all  ell  in¬ 
terruption,  That  of  Bourdeaux, 
which,  as  a  punifhment  for  its  re- 
fra dtory  difpofttions,  had  been  exiled 
to  Libourne,  difcovered  no  incli¬ 
nation  to  retradl.  The  immediate 
fource  of  its  difgrace  had  been  the 
quedion  of  the  provincial  affemblies  ; 
and  one  of  their  earlieft  concerns 
after  their  tranllation,  was  to  vote  a 
remonltrance,  the  obi  e  61  of  which 
was,  to  juftify  their  proceedings, 
and  to  difpiay  the  injuftice  of  the 
treatment  they  had  in  conference 
received.  The  parliaments  of  Gre¬ 
noble  and  Rennes  adopted  the  fen- 
timents  of  their  brethren  of  Bour¬ 
deaux.  It  is  not  to  be  doubted  that 
a  confiderable  fource  of  their  oppo- 
fition  is  to  be  traced  to  t^eir  jea- 
loufy  of  an  inftitution,  which  they 
conceived  likely  to  rival  them  in  the 
public  favour.  Their  odenfible  rea- 
fon  was,  the  dependence  in  which 
thefe  affemblies  would  be  held  oi 
the  court ;  and  they  expreffed  their 
determination  never  to  regiller  the 
edidl  of  their  creation,  till  they  could 
regiller  at  the  fame  time  certain 
permanent  provifions  for  regulating 
their  conftitution.  It  was  main¬ 
tained,  on  the  other  hand,  by  the 
miniders  of  the  fovereign,  that  the 
provincial  affemblies  were  to  be  re¬ 
garded  at  prelent  rather  as  an  expe¬ 
riment  ;  that  a  period  of  three  years 
at  lead  Ihould  be  differed  to  elapfe 


before  they  received  an  unalterable' 
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form  ;  and  that  till  then  no  regula¬ 
tions  for  their  drudlure  could  nof- 

t. 

libly  affume  the  facrednefs  of  a  law. 

The  parliaments  that  oppofed  the 
provincial  affemblies,  could  fearcely 
fail  alfo  to  oppofe  the  edict  for  pro¬ 
roguing  and  extending  the  collection 

o  o  o 

of  the  vingtiemes  ;  fmee  it  entered 
into  the  plan  for  executing  this 
edi6t,  that  the  amount  of  the  tax 
Ihould  be  more  accurately  di  dnbuted 
than  it  had  hitherto  been  by  the  in¬ 
tervention  of  thefe  affemblies.  But 
thefe  were  not  the  only  adversaries 
of  the  financial  edict.  The  parlia¬ 
ments  of  Metz  and  Rouen  adopted 
the  fame  condudl.  They  complained 
that  the  extenfion  of  the  vingtiemes 
was  clearly  a  m-eafure  of  taxation  ; 
that  to  extend  an  old  impoff  was 
precifely  the  fame  as  to  introduce  a 
new  one  ;  that  miniders  had  inverted 
the  name  only;  and  now  hoped  to 
inveigle  them  into  a  confent  con¬ 
trary  to  their  declared  principles. 
The  parliament  of  Metz  dated  it  to 
be  impoffible  to  admit  the  enlarged 
collection  of  the  tax,  till  it  had  been 
approved  by  the  dates  general,  or 
in  their  abfence  bv  the  dates  of  their 
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own  province,  called  together  for 
that  purpofe.  The  parliament  of 
Touloufe  went  farther  than  this. 
Touloufe  was  one  of  r.hofe  greater 
divifions  of  the  kingdom,  in  which 
the  inildiilion  of  provincial  dates 
had  furvived  the  lapfe  of  lime  and 
the  ravages  of  defpotifm.  The  dates 
voted  the  augmentation  of  the  land 
tax.;  but  the  parliament  refufed  to 
regiller  the  edidl,  and  declared  the 
affent  of  the  dates  null  and  illegal. 

In  the  mean  time  thefe  juridical 
affemblies  did  not  content  themfelves 
with  dilapproving  fuch  measures  as 
came  diredtlv  under  their  infpedtion. 
They  extended  their  delibei/atious 

to 
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to  national  concerns,  and  endea¬ 
voured  to  make  a  common  caufe 
with  the  parliament  of  the  capital. 
The  edidt  of  loan  did  not  fall  under 
their  confideration,  it  being  a  maxim 
of  the  eftablifhed  pradtice,  that  the 
regifter  of  the  parliaments  was  only 
neceffary  ior  fuch  laws  as  were  to 
he  executed  in  the  province  of  their 
jurifdidlion.  That  they  might  be 
engaged  in  the  fame  conteft,  they 
therefore  thought  proper  to  animad¬ 
vert  upon  the  cafe  of  the  exiles. 
The  parliament  of  Rennes  led  the 
way  ;  and  was  followed  by  thofe  of 
Grenoble,  Rouen,  Pau  and  Bour- 
deaux.  It  was  upon  this  fubjeft  that 
adminiftration  thought  it  neceffary 
to  difplay  the  feverity  of  the  execu¬ 
tive  government.  Early  in  Decem¬ 
ber  the  parliament  of  Rennes  voted 
a  letter  to  the  king  upon  the  fubjedt 
of  the  exiles,  and  in  the  courfe  of 
the  fame  month  a  remonftrance  in 
behalf  of  the  parliament  of  Bour- 
deaux.  Thefe  proceedings  were  no 
fooner  known  at  V erfailies,  than  the 
king;  iffued  letters  of  fummons  to 
the  fir  ft  president  and  two  other 
magiftrates,  and  perfonally  enjoined 
them  to  fignify  to  their  body  his 
royal  pleafure  that  they  fhould  no 
longer  deliberate  upon  queftions  of 
this  fort ;  adding,  that  he  would 
not  fuller  any  of  his  parliaments  to 
■wander  from  the  topics  of  their  im¬ 
mediate  jurifdidfion.  In 'the  mean 
time  the  parliament  of  Rennes  dif- 
covered  that, the  king’s  pleafure  had 
not  been  fignified  to  them  in  an  au¬ 
thentic  form,  and  voted  further  re¬ 
membrances.  A  more  numerous  de¬ 
putation  was  now  fummoned  ;  and 
the  journals  of  the  parliament  being 
produced,  the  king  ordered  the  ob¬ 
noxious  refolutions  to  be  erafed  in 
his  prefence.  A  fimilar  proceeding 
was  adopted  refpedling  the  parlia¬ 


ment  of  Grenoble  :  two.of  the 
giftrates  were  fummoned,  and  the 
refolutions  annulled.  The  parlia¬ 
ment  of  Metz  had  regiftered  the  ex- 
teniion  of  the  land  tax  under  certain 
provifos.  Advantage  was  taken  of 
this  circumftance,  and  the  provifos 
fuperfeded  by  royal  command.  In 
the  province  of  Touloufe,  where 
there  exifted  a  dire£l  conteft  between 
the  parliament  and  the  provincial 
ftates,  the  edidt  was  authoritatively 
regiftered  by  exprefs  commiffion  from 
the  king.  To  that  of  Bourdeaux 
letters  of  mandate  were  repeatedly 
fent,  commanding  them  to  regifter 
the  edidt  of  provincial  affemblies, 
and  as  repeatedly  difobeyed.  Mean¬ 
while,  as  that  parliament  had  been 
tranflated,  the  Parifian  magiftrates 
exiled,  and  the  deputations  of  Rennes 
and  Grenoble  fummoned  by  lettres 
de  cachet,  it  became  a  general  con¬ 
cern  to  enquire  into  the  validity  of 
thefe  letters.  Remonftran.ce s  ori¬ 
ginated  from  all  quarters  ;  and  it  was 
explicitly  afferted  that  there  was.  no 
power  in  the  monarchy  that  could 
put  reftraint  upon  the  liberty  of  any 
one  of  its  citizens,  except  fo  far  as 
he  was  accufed  of  any  crime,  and  as 
a  means  to  bring  him  to  a  legal  and 
impartial  trial. 

The  anfwerof  the  king  to  the  fe- 
cond  fupplications  of  the  parliament 
of  Paris  was  not  delivered  till  near  a 
month  after  the  period  at  which  the 
fupplications  had  been  voted.  It 
was  then  very  Ihoit:  promifing  to 
take  their  remarks  into  confidera¬ 
tion  ;  obferving,  that  he  had  nothing 
to  add  to  his  former  anfwer  upon  the 
fame  fubjedt  ;  and  blaming  the  par¬ 
liament  for  profeffing  only  to  have 
reeourfe  to  his  juftice,  when  they 
had  every  thing  to  expedl  from  his 
bounty.  This  anfwer  became  the 
topic  of  difeuffion  on  the  fourth  of 
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January  ;  and  the  magiftracy  re¬ 
vived  at  the  fame  time  to  prepare 
farther  reprefentations  refpeAing 
the  exiles,  and  a  remonftrance  a- 
gainft  the  ufage  of  lettres  de  cachet 
in  general. 

It  mufl  be  acknowledged  that  the 
parliament  was  fufficiently  judicious 
in  the  choice  of  important  and  in- 
terelling  topics  upon  which  to  fix 
the  enquiries  of  the  nation.  Next  to 
the  non-exiftence  of  a  legiflative  af~ 
fembly  ;  next  to  the  power  of  the 
monarch  to  impofe  what  taxes  he 
pleafed,  a  power  which  in  the  fequel 
is  neceffarily  deftrudlive  of  liberty, 
independence  and  virtue  ;  there  can 
be  no  error  in  policy  more  funda- 
inental  than  that  of  depriving  a  man 
of  his  freedom  without  accufation 
and  without  a  trial.  In  France  the 
tremendous  folecifm  was  fuffered  to 
exift,  of  every  man’s  being  liable  to 
apprehenfion  and  imprifonment  at 
the  mere  pleafure  of  the  king  or  his 
rninifter.  The  reafons  employed  to 
defend  this  practice  are  themfelves 
the  befl  refutation  of  it.  It  was  faid, 
there  is  a  fpecies  of  crimes  the  law 
carnsot  reach ;  as  if  law,  with  all  the 
abfurdities  and  all  the  mal-admi- 
niftration  wdth  which  in  moil  coun¬ 
tries 'it  is  attended,  did  not  inflidt 
mifchief  enough  upon  mankind  !  Let 
thefe  criminals  at  leaftgounpunifhed, 
till  there  fhail  fomewhere  be  found 
ingenuity  enough  to  frame  a  law 
that  fhail  comprehend  them,  and 
effrontery  enough  to  dare  to  pa- 
tronife  that  law.  Are  kings  and 
their  miniflers  the  proper  perfons 
to  do  that  which  law  cannot  do  ? 
What  fort  of  crimes  will  they  b6 
moft  eager  to  punifh  ?  The  love  of 
liberty,  the  love  of  independence, 
the  ardent  fallies  of  that  mind  that 
overlooks  the  ceremonies  in  which 
they  intrench  themfelves. — It  was 
farther  faid,  lettres  de  cachet  were 
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a  ufeful  inflrument  in  the  hands  of 
makers  of  families  to  check  pro- 
fligacy  and  beginning  vice,  and  .to 
withdraw  that  which  difgraced  them 
from  the  obfervation  of  fociety.  In 
other  words,  it  was  not  enough  that 
thefe  refcripts  fhould  be  the  inftru- 
ments  of  delpotifm,  but  they  muff 
be  made  the  inftruments  of  private 
vengeance.  Anger,  imperioufnefs, 
peevifnnefs  and  folly,  mufl  be  fur- 
nifhed  with  this  weapon,  left  in  their 
own  nature  they  fhould  prove  too 
harmlefs.  Is  the  angry  man  a  fit 
judge  in  his  own  caufe  ?  Is  the  au¬ 
thority,  with  which,  in  the  prefent 
ftate  of  fociety,  the  character  of  fa¬ 
ther  is  necefiaril?  invefted,  too  lit- 
tie  ?  If  with  all  his  prerogatives 
he  is  too  feeble  to  prevent  vice,  by 
what  right  does  he  claim  the  power 
of  fereening  it  from  the  obfervation 
of  juftice  ? 

The  parliament  had  already  drawn 
up  their  reprefentations  in  behalf  of 
the  exiles,  and  appointed  a  committee 
to  prepare  the  remonftrance,  when 
the  king  thought  proper  to  interfere, 
to  quafh  their  farther  proceedings. 
He  commanded  the  journals  to  be 
brought  to  him  at  Verfailles  ;  and 
having  fiippreffed  the  refolution  of 
the  fourth  of  January,  informed  the 
deputation  that  he  had  been  willing, 
and  was  ftill  willing,  to  receive  their 
petitions  for  the  recal  of  the  magis¬ 
trates.  He  did  not  indeed  think 
fit  to  comply  with  them  ;  and  he 
obferVed  that  their  language  was  not 
fuch  as  to  merit  his  indulgence. 
But  he  cautioned  them  againft  pro¬ 
ceedings  ftill  more  foreign  to  their 
true  deftination  ;  and  exprefsly  for¬ 
bad  them  to  found  any  meafure  on 
their  refolution  refpedling  lettres  de 
cachet,  or  to  adopt  any  fuch  re- 
folves  in  future. 

This  prohibition  fufpended  for  a 
time  the  ardour  of  the  parliament 

for 
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for  political  difcuflions  :  but  the  af¬ 
fair  of  the  protedant  ediCi  being 
row  concluded,  and  no  alteration 
taking  place  in  the  meafures  of  go¬ 
vernment,  they  returned  in  the  clofe 
of  the  following  month  to  file  fub- 
jjeCt  of  lettres  de  cachet ;  and  at 
length  on  the  eleventh  of  March 
voted  a  remonllrance,  which,  though 
in  fome  refpeCts  turgid  and  mono¬ 
tonous,  was  not  deditute  of  manli- 
nefs  of  fentiment  and  energy  of  com- 
polition. 

They  began  with  dating  it  to  be 
their  duty  to  watch  over  the  prero¬ 
gatives  of  the  monarch  and  the  pri¬ 
vileges  of  the  people.  To  the  peo¬ 
ple  they  would  fpeak  of  fubmiffion, 
and  to  the  prince  of  liberty.  The 
mod  fatal  of  the  invafions  upon  liber¬ 
ty  was  to  be  found  in  the  ufage  of 
lettres  de  cachet.  From  this  name 
all  hearts  fhrunk  back  with  horror. 
The  people  in  filence  fcarce  dared 
lift  their  thoughts  to  that  incon¬ 
ceivable  power,  which  difpofed  of 
the  fates  of  men  without  hearing 
and  judging  them  ;  which  plunged 
and  r  etained  them  at  pleafure  in  total 
darknefs,  where  the  cheerful  light 
of  day  fhould  never  enter,  any  more 
than  the  reviving  afpeCt  of  law,  the 
cry  of  nature,  or  the  voice  of  friend- 
fhip.  They  dared  not  lift  their 
thoughts  to  a  power,  whofe  effence 
was  mydery,  and  whofe  title  was 
force  ;  to  a  power,  exereiied  with 
impunity  by  every  fervant  of  the 
crown,  and  which  edabliihedover 
their  head  an  endlefs  chain  of  op- 
predors,  from  the  minider  of  date 
to  the  lowed  agent  of  the  police. 

Man,  they  proceeded  to  affert, 
was  born  free,  and  his  happinefs 
depended  on  the  principles  of  juf- 
tiee.  Liberty  was  an  impreferip- 
tible  right,  and  judice  an  univerfal 
duty,  anterior  to  the  laws,  and 
equal  y  incumbent  on  the  king  and 


the  fubjeCt,  Laws  that  condrained, 
without  protecting  him,  were  no 
longer  laws,  but  fetters.  Force  might 
impofe,  and  weaknefs  or  folly  might 
wear  them  ;  but  force  did  not  con- 
ditute  obligation,  and  weaknefs  was 
incapable  of  contracting  any  valid 
engagement.  All  lawful  fubmiffion 
was  in. its  principle  voluntary;  and 
if  a  nation  were  to  fay  to  its  chief, 
“  Exercife  an  arbitrary  power  over 
us :  we  confent  that  our  tribunals 
(hall  have  no  power,  and  our  law* 
be  ufelefs  ;  a  word  from  your  mouth, 
a  fignature  from  your  hand,  {hall 
deprive  us  of  our  wives,  our  chil¬ 
dren,  our  property,  and  our  lives” — 
fuch  a  nation  would  be  a  fociety  of 
madmen,  and  not  of  citizens.  It 
was  the  office  of  judice  to  protect 
the  weak  againd.  the  drong  ;  it  was 
the  office  of  lettres  de  cachet  to  arm 
the  drong  for  the  deftruCtion  of  the 
weak.  Where  then  was  judice  ? 
Was  mifery  a  crime  ?  The  poor 
man,  friendlefs  and  unprotected,  did 
he  ceafejto  be  a  citizen  ? 

The  remonftrance  referred  back 
to  a  declaration  of  the  king  concern¬ 
ing  lettres  de  cachet  in  1777,  dat¬ 
ing,  “  that  he  would  never  fuffer  an 
attack  upon  the  liberty  of  his  fub- 
jeCts  ;  but  that  there  were  circum- 
dances  in  which  it  might  be  necef- 
1a ry  the  royal  authority  fhould  be 
exerted,  ia  fupport  of  judice,  and  to 
prevent  a  culprit’s  evadon.”  This, 
they  faid,  was  precifely  the  cafe  in 
which  an  exercife  of  power  might 
be  neceffary,  to  give  effeCt  to  the 
decifion  of  judice,  not  to  prevent 
its  deciding.  They  exclaimed,  if  he 
could  but  interrogate  thofe  victims 
of  arbitrary  power  that  were  con¬ 
fined,  abandoned,  and  forgotten,  in 
thole  impenetrable  dungeons  where 
filence  and  injudiee  for  ever  dwell, 
how  many  would  he  find  that 
never  threatened  to  didurb  the  tran- 
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q.uillity  of  the  (late,  and  never  In¬ 
tended  difhonour  to  the  name  of  their 
family !  He  would  know  to  what 
torments  the  wretch  is  condemned, 
to  whom  the  fun  rifes  unaccompa¬ 
nied  with  hope,  and  the  night  re¬ 
turns  untied  with  repofe.  They 
added,  that  liberty  was  by  no  means 
a  privilege,  but  a  right ;  that  they 
would  never  ceafe  to  folicit  the  re- 
ftoration  of  that  right  to  the  exiles 
who  had  innocently  incurred  the 
royal  difpreafure  ;  and  that  they  no 
longer  confidered  the  objeCts  of  their 
petition  under  the  character  of  a; 
prince  or  of  magillrates,  but  under 
that  of  men. 

Supinenefs  and  indolence  were  by 
no  means  the  errors  of  the  prefent 
adminift ration  ;  and,  while  they  were 
involved  in  the  moll  animated  con- 
tefls  with  nearly  all  the  courts  of  law 
in  the  kingdom,  they  did  not  for 
that  reafon  neglect  fuch  projects  as 
were  either  recommended  by  their 
intrinfic  utility,  or  fuggelled  by  the 
emergency  of  the  prefent  date  of 
affairs.  A  committee  of  merchants 
deputed  for  that  purpofe  prefen  ted 
to  the  minider  a  memorial,  fetting 
forth  the  various  difadvantages  ari- 
finor  to  the  commerce  of  the  king- 

o  #  o 

dorn  in  general  from  the  excludve 
privilege  of  the  E ad- India  company. 
The  habits  of  the  archbilhop  in¬ 
clined  him  to  invedigate  the  princi¬ 
ples  upon  which  edablilhments  were 
founded,  and  not  to  be  determined 
in  their  favour  by  the  veneration 
that  prepolfeffion  frequently  ir.fpires. 
The  charter  in  this  cafe  was  the 
work  of  Mr.  de  Calonne,  and  the 
minider  for  various  reafons  enter¬ 
tained  no  great  partiality  for  the 
meafures  of  his  predecelfor  in  office. 
The  quedion  therefore  was  for 
feveral  months  held  in  fufpenfe, 
though  it  was  at  length  differed  to 
1790.  . 
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terminate  in  a  manner  favourable  to 
the  company. 

A  commiffion  was  appointed,  at 
the  head  of  which  was  the  marquis 
de  Condorcet,  the  friend  and  bio¬ 
grapher  of  Turgot,  and  abbe  Mau¬ 
ry,  a  member  of  the  academy,  who 
has  iince  didinguiihed  himfelf  in 
the  national  affembly,  for  the  pur¬ 
pofe  of  examining  and  correcting 
the  fvdem  of  education  at  that  time, 
fubfiding  in  the  different  colleges 
and  univerfities  of  the  kingdom. 
Another  commiffion,  prefided  by 
Mr.  Target,  an  eloquent  pleader, 
was  at  the  fame  time  directed  to  re- 
vife  the  code  of  criminal  legidation. 

•  •  O 

This  fpirit  of  improvement  gave 
birth  to  a  declaration  of  criminal 
judice,  communicated  by  the  king 
to  the  parliament  of  Paris;  the  prin¬ 
cipal  objeCts  of  which  were,  to  grant 
to  the  accufed  the  privilege  of  being- 
heard  by  his  counfel,  to  interpofe 
an  interval  of  one  month  between 
the  pronouncing  a  fentence  of  death 
and  its  execution,  and  to  direCt  the 
communication  of  the  fentence,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  evidence  upon  which 
it  was  founded,  to  the  keeper  of  the 
feals,  for  his  examination.  The 
parliament  demurred  the  regibering' 
this  declaration,  and  regarded  the 
lad  article  in  particular  with  jea- 
loufy,  as  an  invafion  of  its  edablidied 
prerogatives. 

But  the  fubjeCl  mod  urgent  upon 
the  attention  of  government  was,  the 
introduction  of  economy.  The  re¬ 
forms  of  expenditure  were  even  car¬ 
ried  into  articles  not  originally  in  con¬ 
templation.  The  reduction  in  the 
queen’s  houffiold  alone  wasedimated 
at  50,000!. per  annum.  The  new  elta- 
blilhed  council  of  war  was  direCted  to 
enquire  into  thefavings  that  might  be 
introduced  into  the  army  ;  and  after 
an  iiivelligation  of  fome  months,  the 
B  refult 
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relult  of  their  enquiry  appeared  in 
thirty-nine  ordinances.  The  reduc¬ 
tion  they  introduced  was  faid  to  be 
carried  to  the  amount  of  eighty  thou- 
fand,  merely  in  number  of  men,  be- 
fide  a  proportionable  change  through 
the  different  ranks  of  the  army. 
At  the  fame  time  a  regulation  was 
brought  forward  for  annihilating 
iubordinate  treafuries,  and  carrying 
all  the  expences  of  government  to 
one  centre,  upon  a  plan  fimilar  to 
that  propofed  by  Mr.  Burke  in  his 
celebrated  bill  of  reform.  The  gene¬ 
ral  account  of  the  expenditure  of 
the  year  was  published,  according 
to  the  plan  fettled  in  the  affembly 
of  notables,  on  the  twentv-feventh 
of  April.  Meantime  it  muff  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  adminiffration  appeared 
in  the  inffances  we  have  been  record¬ 
ing,  as  well  as  in  every  other  to 
which  we  fnall  have  occalion  to 
allude,  more  adventurous  than  firm, 
and  their  projects  of  confequence 
kfs  beneficial  to  the  public  than  they 
originally  promifed. 

But,  while  government  was  bulled 
about  matters  of  inferior  importance, 
the  affair  of  the  parliaments  became 
every  day  more  defperate.  In  fome 
of  the  rural  judicatures  there  were 
not  fewer  than  eight  edidls  unre¬ 
rift  ere  d  :  and  among  thefe  were  in 
feme  cafes  that  of  the  provincial 
aflemblies,  and  in  all  the  extenfion 
of  the  vingtiemes.  Of  confequence 
the  legislation  of  the  kingdom  was 
at  a  Hand  ;  the  deficiency  of  the 
revenues  was  unfupplied  ;  in  fome 
places  there  was  no  ^affembly  to  re¬ 
gulate -the  increafmg  amount  of  the 
tax  ;  and  in  others  the  amount,  al¬ 
ready  regulated,  was  by  the  courts 
of  judicature  forbidden  to  be  paid. 
Such  a  prohibition  could  not  fail  to 
produce  the  moll  unfavourable  con¬ 
sequence*.  Meanwhile  the  parlia¬ 


ment  of  Paris,  to  which  the  others 
looked  up  as  their  model,  difplayed 
every  fymptom  of  perfeverance  and 
conffancy. 

They  prefented  on  the  eleventh 
of  April  a  farther  remonftrance 
againff  the  legality  of  the  feancc 
royale  ;  and  upon  this  occafion  it 
was  thought  proper  that  the  king 
fhould  make  a  fuller  anfwer  than  he 
had  hitherto  done,  by  that  means  to 
give  more'clearrjefs  and  authenticity 
to  thofe  ideas,  by  which  the  repre- 
fentations  of  the  courts  might  moll 
plaufibly  be  refuted.  He  afferted, 

“  that  the  proceedings  complained 
of  had  been  perfectly  regular.  The 
deliberation  was  complete ;  for  the 
fubjedl  of  the  meeting  was  fully  de¬ 
bated.  The  votes  were  not  collebted ; 
for  it  would  be  prepofferous  to  col¬ 
lect  them  when  they  ought  not  to 
prevail.  In  reality,  it  would  be  a 
monftrous  conftitution,  that  fhould 
reduce  the  will  of  the  king  to  the 
fame  value  as  that  of  any  one  of  his 
officers,  and  introduce  as  many  va¬ 
riations  into  the  jurifprudence  as 
there  were  different  parliaments  in 
the  monarchy.”  The  king  added, 
“that  many  of  the  molt  admired  law* 
of  the  realm  had  been  regiftered  by 
immediate  command  from  the  mo¬ 
narch,  and  would  probably  never 
have  been  eftabliffied  if  they  had  de¬ 
pended  upon  the  fuffrages  of  the 
courts  of  jgftice.” 

Towards  the  elefe  of  the  fame 
month  the  parliament  prepared  a- 
reply  to  the  anfwer  of  the  king,  and 
figmified  their  intention,  nctwith- 
Handing  the  repeated  prohibition 
they  had  received,  to  refume  the 
topic  of  lettres  de  cachet.  They 
went  farther  than  this.  Finding;  that 
the  other  courts  had  unanimoiilly 
refufed  to  regiffer  the  ediil  of  the 
vingtiemes,  they  thought  it  neceffary 
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to  come  to  a  refolution,  declaring 
that  they  had  not  regidered  it  in 
the  fenfe  in  which  government  had 
thought  proper  to  underhand  it, 
and  directing  an  enquiry  to  be  made 
into  the  heps  which  had  been.taken 
to  execute  it  in  that  unauthorifed 
manner. 

It  was  at  this  period  that  a  bold 
and  deciilve  meafure,  which  had 
been  for  fome  time  in  contempla¬ 
tion,  was  thought  to  demand  a 
prompt  and  immediate  execution. 
This  was  no  lefs  than  to  take  away 
from  the  parliaments,  at  once  and  for 
ever,  the  prerogative  of  regiftering 
the  royal  edicts,  and  veiling  it  in  a 
fingle  court  erected  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  ana  empowered  to  a6l  in  the 
name  and  behalf  of  every  province 
in  the  kingdom.  This  meafure  dif¬ 
fered  from  that  of  chancellor  Mau- 
peou  in  the  year  1771,  asitdidnotgo 
to  the  length  of  annihilating  the  par¬ 
liaments,  but,  while  it  took  from 
them  the  power  of  regiiier,  left  them 
fome  of  their  judiciary  functions. 
The  preparations  on  the  part  of 
government  were  carried  on  with 
great  fecrecy,  and  it  was  intended 
to  regider  the  necedary  declarations 
by  the  power  of  the  monarch  in 
every  parliament  of  the  kingdom  on 
the  fame  day.  But  the  vigilance  of 
the  Pariban  magiftrates  penetrated 
the  fecret  of  adminiftration  ;  and, 
Thurfday  the  eighth  of  May  being 
fixed  for  the  execution,  the  parlia¬ 
ment  came  to  a  refolution  on  the 
Saturday  preceding,  expredive  of 
the  higheft  difapprobation  of  the 
meafure. 

By  this  refolution  it  was  aderted, 
that  the  deitrudfcion  that  now  hung 
over  the  courts  of  juftice  was  evi¬ 
dently  provoked  by  their  refufal  to 
regiiier  two  ruinous  taxes,  their  de¬ 
claring  themfelves  incompetent  in 
matters  of  revenue,  foli citing  with 
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earneftnefs  a  convocation  of  the  dates 
general,  and  intrepidly  averting  the 
principles  of  individual  liberty,  It 
proceeded  to  fpecify  the  principles 
of  the  French  conflitution,  which 
were  dated  to  be  the  hereditary  de- 
feent  of  the  crown  in  the  male  line, 
the  excluiive  right  of  the  dates  gene¬ 
ral  to  authorife  fubddies,  and  the 
power  of  the  parliaments  in  regider- 
ing  the  royal  mandates.  In  con- 
clulion,  it  protelled  againd  everr 
attempt  to  violate  thefe  fundamental 
maxims,  and  dated  the  unanimous 
determination  of  the  members  not 
to  adminider  judice  but  in  the  fame 
court,  and  endowed  with  the  fame 
privileges. 

This  refolution  feems  greatly  to 
have  deranged  tlie ^  projects  of  go¬ 
vernment,  the  fucceis  of  which  in  a 
confiderable  degiee  depended  upon 
the  confent  of  the  mod  eminent 
members  of  the  parliament  of  Paris 
to  conllitute  the  new  ereCted  court* 
Upon  this  confent  they  had  thought 
proper  to  calculate  ;  and  it  was 
fcarcely  to  be  expected  that  the  molt 
abjecd  fpirit  in  the  public  at  large 
would  fubmit  to  fee  the  entire  body 
of  the  magidrates  difearded  at  a 
droke,  and  the  whole  of  this  much 
contelled  prerogative  lodged  in  the 
hands  of  men  with  whom  the  nation 
had  hitherto  been  unacquainted. 
But  the  expectation  of  the  minider 
was  defeated,  either  becaufe  thole 
magidrates,  who  had  confcnted  to 
his  undertakings  in  private,  had  not 
the  courage  to  avow  their  defection 
of  the  common  caufe  ;  or,  which  is 
fufficieiltly  inconceivable,  but  not 
inconddent  with  the  rafhnefs  of  the 
archbilhop  of  Touloufe,  becaufe  he 
had  truded  in  this  momentous  affair 
to  the  precarious  fuccefs  of  fabfe- 
quent  negotiation* 

The  remondrance,  recently  pre¬ 
pared  upon  the  fubjedl  of  the  leaner 
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royale,  had  been  appointed  to  be 
prefented  on  the  following  day ; 
and  upon  this  occalion  the  king 
iignified  his  pleafure  that  the  par¬ 
liament  fiiould  proceed  no  farther 
upon  the  fubjedt  of  their  yefterday’s 
refolution.  At  the  fame  time  an 
order  cf  council  was  made,  annul¬ 
ling  both  that  refolution,  and  the 
refolution  refpedling  the  vingtiemes. 
In  the  interval  of  fufpenfe  it  was 
thought  advifable  by  government 
to  affume  an  appearance  of  feverity, 
and  by  terror  and  alarm  to  overbear- 
all  oppofition  to  the  meditated  blow. 
Directions  were  accordingly  iftued 
for  arrefting  Mr.  d’Efpremenil  and 
another  magi  ft  rate  ;  but  the  defign, 
probably  in  confequence  of  fome 
previous  intimation  that  was  given, 
failed  in  the  execution.  Thedeitined 


vidtims,  who,  to  evade  the  projected 
apprehend  on,  had  been  obliged  on 
the  preceding  night  to  withdraw 
from  their  houfes,  appeared  early  on 
Monday  in  the  midft  of  the  juridi¬ 
cal  affembly.  The  parliament,  irri¬ 
tated  with  this  new  hoflility,  was 
arrived  as  it  were  at  the  lad  hour  of 
its  political  exigence,  and  had  no 
longer  any  concern  but  not  to  dif- 
grace  the  courage  they  had  hitherto 
frown.  They  voted  an  immediate 
deputation  to  the  king,  to  reprefent 
to  him,  that  the  proof  of  the  de- 
fpotical  fyftem  of  his  mini  hers  was 
by  this  adticn  rendered  complete, 
and  to  adjure  him  to  difmifs  from 
his  councils  thole  who  had  prompted 
him  to  fo  alarming  a  meafure. 

The  deputation  was  not  admitted 
to  the  prelence  of  the  king,  upon 
the  fcore  of  informality,  it  being  the 
eftablifhed  pradfice  to  fend  a  pre¬ 
vious  meffage  to  enquire  upon  what 
day  and  hour  thefovcreign  would  be 
pleafed  to  grant  them  an  audience. 
In  the  mean  time  a  party  of  the 
military  was  difpatched  to  blockade 


the  feat  of  juftice,  and  to  demand 
the  immediate  furrender  of  the  two 
magillrates.  It  was  now  midnight, 
and  a  confiderable  debate  enfued 
upon  this  unprecedented  requilition  ;■ 
which  was  at  length  terminated  by 
the  voluntary  requell  of  Mr.  d’Ef¬ 
premenil  and  his  colleague  to  the 
reft  of  the  aflembly,  to  be  permitted 
to  furrender  themfelves  to  the  royal 
melfengers.  The  fitting  did  not 
break  up  till  the  evening  of  Tuef- 
day,  after  a  continuance  of  thirty- 
fix  hours. 

Such  were  the  meafures  with 
which  it  was  thought  proper  to  in¬ 
troduce  the  bed  of  juftice  of  the 
eighth  of  May.  The  king  upon 
that  occalion  brought  with  him  fix 
edicts,  the  objedls  of  which  were, 
to  el’lablifh  a  new  court  of  regifter, 
to  new  mould  the  fyftem  of  admini- 
ftrative  juftice, and  to  introduce  cer¬ 
tain  new  regulations  in  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  the  criminal  law.  Conlider- 
able  pains  were  taken  by  the  mi¬ 
ll  ifter  to  demonftrate  that  the  court 
ol  regifter  he  propofed  was  not  to  be 
regarded  as  a  new  inftitution,  but  as 
the  revival  of  the  original  fyftem  of 
the  kingdom,  Ele  afferted,  that  be¬ 
fore  the  fourteenth  century  the  pro¬ 
vincial  parliaments  had  not  been 
brought  into  exi Hence,  and  the 
power  of  regifter  exifted  exclufively 
in  the  parliament  of  Paris.  He 
quoted  Francis  the  Eirft,  Henry 
the  Second,  Henry  the  Fourth,  and 


Eouis  the  Thirteenth,  as  having  ap¬ 
prehended  the  ill  confequences  of 
admitting  the  vounger  magillrates 
to  a  mare  m  the  public  deliberations. 
Cf  confequence  he  determined  to 
admit  into  his  com*  pleniere  the 
higher  divifion  only  of  the  parlia¬ 
ment  of  Pari?,  to  which  for  the 


greater  dignity  he  propofed'  to  add 
the  chancellor  or  keeper  of  the  feals, 
the  princes  and  peers,  four  great 
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officers  of  the  houfhold,  two  arch- 
bifhops,  two  bifhops,  two  marfhals 
of  France,  two  governors  and  lieu¬ 
tenant  governors  of  provinces,  two 
knights  of  orders,  fix  counfellors  of 
bate,  four  mailers  of  requebs,  one 
member  from  each  of  the  provincial 
parliaments,  two  from  the  chamber 
of  accounts,  and  two  from  the  court 
of  aids.  To  this  court  was  to  be  at¬ 
tributed  the  foie  and  exclufive  re- 
giiler  of  the  royal  edicts,  except  inch 
as  might  be  of  a  local  nature  ;  at  the 
lame  time  that  the  king  promifed  to 
introduce  no  alteration  into  the  fyf- 
tem  of  taxation  till  the  meeting  of 
the  bates  general,  unlefs  impelled  by 
home  unforefeen  war  or  urgent  ne- 
ceffity  ;  the  edift  in  that  cafe  to  be 
provisionally  regiftered  in  the  cour 
pleniere. 

The  fecond  fubjefl  of  the  royal 
edidts  was,  the  adminibration  cf 
jubice,  This  was  bated  to  be  in  its 
prefent  form  complicated,  vexatious 
and  abfurd.  Criminals,  whole  de¬ 
linquencies  were  committed  three 
hundred  miles  from  Paris,  were 
brought  to  the  capital  to  be  tried  ; 
civil  caufes  of  fmall  importance  were 
fubjecled  to  the  bime  grievance, 
and  were  often  depending  for  a  feries 
of  years.  Injubice  of  the  fame  na¬ 
ture,  though  in  an  inferior  degree, 
refulted  from  the  conbitution  of  the 
provincial  parliaments.  The  king 
therefore  tpropofed  to  inbitute  dil- 
tincl  courts  of  jubice  feve rally  for 
certain  leffer  divifions  of  the  realm, 
called  bailliagfes,  which  fhould  be 
empowered  to  decide  definitively  all 
civil  fuits,  the  objedl  of  which  did 
not  exceed  1 661.  berling.  Above 
thefe  he  created  forty -feven  courts 
of  larger  jurifdidlion,  called  grand 
bailliages,  whofe  functions  fhould 
include  the  final  decifiomof  criminal 
caufes,  as  well  as  that  of  civil  procebbs 
to  the  amount  of  833!.  All  civil 
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caufes  of  an  amount  exceeding  this 
fum,  ns  well  as  criminal  aceufations 
brought  againb  any  member  of  the 
privileged  bodies,  were  referved  for 
the  foie  cognifance  of  the  parlia¬ 
ments.  The  king  proceeded  to  anni¬ 
hilate  the  functions  of  fuch  tribunals 
as  were  exceptions  to  the  ordinary 
jurifprudene'e  of  the  kingdom,  fuch 
as  the  commifiioners  of  finance,  of 
the  fereb  laws,  of  the  fait  duties 
and  the  cuboms,  depriving  thefe 
bodies  of  their  judicial  character, 
and  re  braining  them  for  the  future 
to  matters  of  regulation.  Finally 
he  obferved,  that,  as  the  parlia¬ 
ment  would  have  fewer  caufes  to 
try,  a  fmaller  number  of  judges 
would  be  fufficient ;  and,  at  the 
fame  time  that  he  fuppreffed  what¬ 
ever  was  unneceffary,  he  pointed  out 
certain  modes  of  indemnifying  or 
reimburfing  them. 

The  lab  fubjedl  of  the  edidls  was 
the  execution  of  criminal  jubise  ^ 
and  what  was  decreed  upon  this 
head,  which  was  bated  to  be  merely 
preliminary  to  a  thorough  reform  of 
the  criminal  law,  had  in  part  been 
offered  to  the  confederation  of  par¬ 
liament,  previoufly  to  its  introdinffion. 
in  the  bed  of  jubice.  It  directed  that, 
except  in  cafes  of  infurreclion  and 
popular  tumult,  no  fentence  of  death 
fhould  be  executed  till  one  month, 
after  it  had  been  pronounced  ;  that 
the  crime  for  which  any  man  was 
condemned  fhould  be  recorded  in  the 
judgment ;  and  that,  where  the  cir- 
cumbances  of  the  cafe  did  not  per¬ 
mit  fuch  reparation  to  be  fixed  on 
any  individual,  fentences  of  acquit¬ 
tal  fhould  be  fufficiently  publifhed  at 
the  expence  of  government.  It.  alfo 
abolifhed  the  ufe  of  the  fcllette,  or 
bool,  upon  which  the  criminal  was 
obliged  to  fit  during  his  examina¬ 
tion  ;  and  the  torture  previous  to 
execution,  as  the  torture  previous 
B  3  to 


22  B  R  X  T  I  S 

to  convidlion  had  been  aboliihed  a 
few  years  before  ;  referving  at  the 
fame  time  the  duty  of  the  judge  to 
interrogate  the  criminal  refpe cling 
his  accomplices  previous  to  execu¬ 
tion.  The  lift  of  the  edidls  was  con¬ 
cluded  by  a  royal  declaration,  pro¬ 
roguing  the  fittings  of  the  parlia¬ 
ments  during  the  pleafure  of  the 
ki  ng,  that  is,  till  the  fyftem  now 
difclofed  fhculd  have  been  carried 
into  complete  execution. 

Never  was  a  public  meafure  brought 
forward  by  the  government  of  any 
country  under  circumftances  fo  irre- 
fiftibly  calculated  to  excite  the  Lit¬ 
re  oft  degree  of  unpopularity  and 
exaiperation.  At  a  time  when  the 
convocation  of  the  ftates  general 
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was  the  univerfal  o  1ft eel  of  the  na¬ 
tional  wifh,  the  minifter,  while  he 
pretended  to  confirm  the  general 
expectation,  adopted  a  proceeding, 
that  feemed  to  have  no  other  view 
than  to  baffle  it*  If,  after  an  in¬ 
terval  of  one  hundred  and  feventy- 
five  years,  it  was  intended  to  call  to¬ 
gether  the  nation  in  the  perfon  of 
its  deputies,  to  what  purpofe  intro¬ 
duce  a  great  public  revolution,  upon 
the  eve  of  fo  memorable  an  era  ? 
If  the  neCefiity  of  convoking  the 
Hates  general  had  been  produced  by 
the  embarrafifnents  of  the  executive 
government,  what  opinion  mult  be 
formed  by  the  people  in  general  of 
the  intentions  of  that  adminiftration, 
that  had  recourfe  tp  the  moil  aefpe- 
rate  experiments  for  removing  thofe 
embarraffments  without  the  affiftance 
of  their  reprefentatives  ?  By  gentle 
and  lenient  meafuresthe  expe&ation 
of  the  public  might  perhaps  have 
been  prolonged  and  defeated  ;  but 
the  inilitutions  of  the  bed  of  juftice 
feemed  to  invite  them  to  awake 
from  their  dream,  and  be  no  longer 
deceived. 

It  was  to  no  purpofe  to  obferve, 
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that  the  parliaments  had  uftirped  a 
power,  which  the  vices  of  their 
conftitution  forbad  them  to  exercife 
for  the  general  advantage.  The 
public  were  in  fome  refpe  els  fufifi- 
ciently  awake  to  the  truth  of  this 
obfervation.  A  judicious  govern¬ 
ment  might  perhaps  have  taken  ad- 
vantapeof  the  acknowledged  errors 
of  the  courts  to  have  undermined- 
their  authority.  But  in  the  prefect 
inftance  their  caufe  was  confounded 
with  that  of  the  nation.  Imperfect 
as  they  were,  they  were  almoft  the 
only  exilting  check  upon  the  de- 
fpotifm  of  the  court.  Befide,  it  was 
too  evident,  that  upon  this  occafion 
they  were  punifhed  for  their  virtue, 
and  that  the  deareft  rights  of  France 
were  wounded  under  pretence  of 
humbling  them.  It  was  not  their 
felfifhnefs,  their  corporate  ambition 
and  their  attachment  to  obfolete 
monopolies  of  powrer,  that  excited 
the  refentment  of  government  againft 
them.  They  were  marked  out  for 
profeription,  becaufe  they  had  de^ 
manded  the  ftates  general,  becaufe 
by  their  obftinate  perfeverance  they 
had  rendered  the  convocation  of  the 
ftates  unavoidable,  becaufe  they  had 
importunately  afterted  the  principles 
of  individual  liberty,  and  the  pro¬ 
fligacy  of  lettres  de  cachet.  Their 
follies  and  the  crookednefs  of  their 
views  were  forgotten  in  the  midft 
of  their  merits  and  their  fufferings. 

Even  the  juftice  and  liberality  of 
feveral  articles  in  the  new  fyftem 
pleaded  in  vain.  It  was  of  little 
confequence  that  the  reforms  of  the 
criminal  jurifprudence  were  founded 
in  reafon  ;  and  that  juftice  was  like¬ 
ly  to  be  more  effectually  adminiftered 
by  the  bailliages,  than  by  the  par¬ 
liaments.  To  reftore  the  rights  and 
fecurity  of  the  people  was  com¬ 
mendable  ;  but  to  disfranchife  the 
parliaments  exactly  at  this  moment, 
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loll  its  natural  character  of  equity, 
and  was  too  evidently  the  fruit  of 
envy  and  revenge. 

But  it  would  indeed  have  been 
abfurd  nicely  to  difcriminate  what 
was  wife  and  judicious  in  the  new 
fyftem,  when,  from  the  very  cir- 
cumftances  of  its  introduction,  it 
was  impoflible  it  fiiould  be  carried 
into  execution.  The  refhtance  of 
the  magiftrates,  and  the  temper  of 
the  nation,  rendered  it  abortive 
from  the  moment  of  its  difclofure. 
This  is  the  charaCteriftic  of  the 
meafures  of  the  archbifhop  of  Tou- 
loufe.  It  may  be  doubted  whether 
he  intended  anv  verv  foiid  benefits 
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to  the  nation.  But  it  may  fafely  be 
afferted,  that  he  produced  infinitely 
more  advantage  by  his  indirect  and 
unintentional  fervices,  than  by  all 
that  his  genius  fuggefted,  or  his 
courage  prompted  him  to  perform. 
Tefpotifm  had  hitherto  appeared 
favage,  irr elidible  and  cruel.  The 
verfatility  of  the  archbilhop  of  Tou- 
loufe  taught  men  to  regard  it  as  de  • 
crepid  and  impotent  \  capable  in¬ 
deed  of  meditating  injuftice,  but 
dependent  for  its  power  upon  the 
opinion  of  thofe  on  whom  its  ma¬ 
lignity  was  to  be  exercifed.  Be- 
fide,  by  a  plan  of  fuch  daring  inno¬ 
vation,  he  taught  men  to  fit  loofe 
to  eftablifhed  prejudices,  and  to  en¬ 
quire  deeply  and  impartially  into 
the  principles  of  things. 

After  all  it  may  be  doubted, 
whether,  if  the  minifter  had  been 
able  to  carry  his  plan  into  complete 
execution,  he  would  not  have  pre¬ 
pared  a  more  formidable  check  upon 
the  defpotifm  of  the  monarchy  than 
any  that  had  hitherto  exifted.  The 
members  of  his  cour  pleniere,  bike 
their  predecefiors  in  this  important 
funClion,  were  to  hold  their  fitua- 
tions  for  life.  They  would  not  be 
weakened  by  the  prevalence  of  thofe 
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young  members  of  tl^e  magiftracy, 
who  purchafed  their  appointments  ; 
and  who,  while  they  were  accufed 
of  hurrying  the  parliaments  into  ex¬ 
tremes,  pofi'efted  little  weight  and 
authority  with  the  nation  at  large* 
They  were  to  be  ftill  farther  rein¬ 
forced  with  all  that  was  moft  emi¬ 
nent  for  rank,  and  moft  fortified  by 
opulence.  They  were  to  engrofs  in 
a  fingle  centre  the  prerogatives  that 
had  hitherto  been  diftributed  among 
thirteen  judiciary  bodies.  What  fe- 
eurity  had  the  minifter  that  they 
would  not  hereafter  be  animated 
by  the  fame  efprit  du  corps  com¬ 
plained  of  in  the  parliaments  ?  Blow' 
did  it  appear  that  they  would  always 
be  that  tame  inftrument  in  the  hands 
of  government,  that  they  might  pof- 
fibly  have  been  found  on  the  day  of 
their  ereCtion  ? 

Never  did  any  meafure  appear  to 
be  adopted  with  a  fpirit  more  vigor¬ 
ous  and  decifive.  Other  beds  of 
juftice  were  held  for  the  purpofe  of 
regiftering  laws  by  royal  authority, 
which  had  already  been  difeufted  in 
the  parliaments,  and  which  the  ma¬ 
gi  ft  rates  could  not  be  prevailed  upon 
voluntarily  to  promulgate.  Other 
edids  were  regiftered  by  gentlenefs 
or  by  violence  in  different  parts  of 
the  kingdom,  juft  as  their  refpeCtive 
magiftrates  were  more  or  lefs  in¬ 
flexible  in  their  oppofition  to  the 
court.  But  the  laws  we  have  been 
confidering  were  regiftered  in  the 
parliament  of  Paris,  in  the  chamber 
of  accounts,  in  the  court  of  aids, 
and  in  the  inferior  courts  of  juftice 
through  every  province  of  the  king¬ 
dom  on  the  fame  day.  So  far  from 
being  fubmitted  to  any  previous  dif- 
cuftion,  the  fecret  of  their  contents 
was  preferred  with  the  utmoft  in¬ 
flexibility.  Though  copies  of  the 
edi<fts  were  difpatched  from  the  capi¬ 
tal  in  fo  various  directions,  and 
B  4  though 
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though  the  royal  prefs  laboured 
under  the  talk  of  preparing  them 
for  inftantaneous  diflribution ;  yet  it 
is  faid  to  have  been  only  by  the 
molt  extraordinary  ttratagem,  that 
Mr.  d’Efpremenil,  the  leader  of  the 
oppofition,  gained  a  knowledge  of 
fo  much  as  their  titles  and  general 
contents. 

The  confternation  that  immedi¬ 
ately  fucceeded  was  proportioned  to 
the  inevitablenefs  and  rapidity  of 
the  blow,  it  was  not  however  the 
coniiernation  of  imbecility,  but  the 
emanation  of  fortitude.  The  hr  it 
prefident  of  the  parliament  of  Paris 
addreffed  the  king  in  the  bed  of 
iu  11  ice  in  the  name  of  his  corps,  to 
intimate  that  the  interefts  of  the  na¬ 
tion  had  determined  every  one  of 
its  members  to  take  no  part  in  any 
fundlions  that  might  be  the  refult 
of  the  new  regulations,  nor  to  ah! it 
in  any  meafures  that  were  not  adopt¬ 
ed  by  the  parliament  in  the  com¬ 
plete  exercife  of  all  its  prerogatives. 
He  added,  that  the  people  of  France 
wonld  never  lend  their  fupport  to  the 
meafurds  bf  the  prefent  king’s  advif- 
ers,  that  the  fundamental  laws  of  the 
kingdom  moil  not  be  lubverted,  and 
that  the  royal  authority  could  be 
eheemed  no  longer  than  it  was  tem¬ 
pered  by  juft  ice. 

On  the  following  day  a  confider- 
able  number  of  the  peers  addreffed 
a  fort  of  circular  letter  of  protefta- 
tion  to  the  king,  declaring,  that 
neither  their  loyalty  nor  their  con¬ 
fidences  would  permit  them  to  take 
any  part  in  the  new  “inilitution. 
The  proteftat'ons  of  the  chamber  of 
accounts  and  the  court  of  aids  were 
in ’the  fame  fpirit.  The  parliaments, 
driven  by  the  writ  of  prorogation 
from  the  ufual  place  of  their  fit¬ 
tings,  affembled  in  various  other 
places,  and  voted  resolutions  expref- 
fave  of  their  ftrong  disapprobation 


of  the  proceedings  of  government. 
That  of  Douay  in  Flanders  went 
farther  than  this  ;  and,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  defpcjtic  proceedings 
of  the  eighth  of  May,  unanimouOy 
gave  in  a  refignation  of  their  refpec- 
tive  appointments. 

In  purfuance  of  their  eftabiifhed 
privileges,  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
clergy  of  France  held  their  biennial 
meeting  for  the  purpofe  of  voting 
their  free  gift  to  the  king  and  of 
other  transactions  in  the  courfe  of 
the  prefent  month.  In  this  affembly 
it  was  moved  by  Mr.  de  Themines, 
bifhop  of  Blois,  that  they  Ihould 
vote  a  remonftrance  to  the  king 
upon  the  prefent  ftate  of  public  af¬ 
fairs.  The  proportion  was  adopt¬ 
ed  ;  but  it  was  attended  with  fome 
delays  in  its  progrefs,  and  the  clergy, 
who  bore  the  ftile  of  the  firfl  order 
in  the  ftate,  feern  to  have  been  par¬ 
ticularly  anxious  not  to  offer  any 
reflexions  to  the  fovereign  unworthy 
of  the  gravity  of  their  character  ; 
neither  on  the  one  hand  to  counte¬ 
nance  the  exaggerations  and  enthu- 
fiafm  (as  they  would  have  denomi¬ 
nated  it)  of  thofe,  who  were  rnoft: 
eager  after  innovation  ;  nor  on  the 
other,  in  fo  momentous  a  cribs  of 
their  political  government,  to  ap¬ 
pear  altogether  lupine  and  uninter- 
efted.  Their  remonftrance  was  pre¬ 
ferred  on  the  fifteenth  of  June. 

It  ftated,  as  an  extraordinary  cir- 
cumftance,  that  fo  great  a  revolu¬ 
tion  fhould  be  introduced  into  the 
jurifprudence  and  adminiftration  of 
the  kingdom,  not  as  an  a 61  of  the 
ftates  general  fhortlyto  be  affembled, 
but  as  a  preliminary  to  their  being 
convened.  Its  authors  proceeded  to 
complain  of  the  myfterioufnefs  of 
the  attack,  as  more  fuitable  to  a 
military  operation  againft  a  public 
enemy,  than  to  a  great  political 
traniaCtion.  By  the  eftabiifhed  in- 
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ftitutions  of  the  realm  the  remon- 
flrances  of  the  parliament  were  to 
precede  the  promulgation  of  a  law, 
and  to  point  out  its  inconvenieneies. 
By  the  regulations  and  practice  of 
the  new  edicfts,  the  courts  were  di¬ 
rected  to  yield  implicit  obedience  to 
the  king’s  ordinances  in  the  fir  ft 
inftance,  and  afterwards,  where  that 
liberty  was  in  any  degree  indulged, 
to  prefent  their  objections.  They 
defcribed  the  cour  pleniere  as  a  tri- 
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bunal,  the  fertility  of  which  it  be¬ 
came  the  nation  to  fear,  except 
during  regencies  and  minorities, 
when  there  would  be  ftill  more  to  be 
apprehended  from  its  intrigues.  The 
remonftrance  was  alfo  interfperfed, 
like  al  mo  ft  all  the  public  papers  that 
appeared  during  this  period  on  the 
part  of  the  nation,  with  fevere  re¬ 
flexions  on  the  prodigality  and  du¬ 
plicity  of  Mr.  de  Calonne. 

The  clergy  proceeded  to  exprefs 
their  fenfe  of  the  French  conltitu- 
tion.  God  forbid  that  they  fhould 
fuller  the  fplendour  of  the  crown  to 
be  diminifhed!  They  detefted  the 
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turbulent  fpirit  of  the  age,  that  was 
eager  to  introduce  the  maxims  of 
foreign  countries,  which  were  alto¬ 
gether  inapplicable  to  their  cha¬ 
racter,  their  cuftoms  and  their  laws. 
They  were  confcious,  that,  when 
every  remonftrance  had  been  made, 
and  all  attempts  were  tried  in  vain, 
the  will  of  the  king,  repeatedly  de¬ 
clared,  was  fuperior  to  all  oppoli- 
tion.  There  was  however  an  article 
in  which  the  nation  had  invariably 
infilled  upon  the  indifpenfiblenefs  of 
its  confent,  the  impofition  of  taxes. 
This  was  a  power  that  ftruck  at  the 
property  of  every  citizen ;  and,  once 
delegated  to  the  executive  govern¬ 
ment,  admitted  of  no  other  bounds 
.  than  were  prcfcribed  by  the  grafping 
avarice  of  a  minifter.  The  clergy 
animadverted  upon  the  intimation 
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of  the  new  edift,  that  the  ftate3  ge¬ 
neral  fhould  be  called  together  as 
often  as  the  necefiity  of  affairs  re¬ 
quired  it ;  that  is,  to  be  affembled 
in  a  moment  of  emergency  and  dif- 
trefs,  and,  when  the  occafion  was 
provided  for,  to  be  dilfipated  and 
forgotten.  They  recommended  that 
the  periods  of  their  convocation 
Ihould  be  frequent  and  regular. 
Such  a  proceeding  would  be  pro¬ 
ductive  of  reciprocal  confidence  and 
reipeCtful  fubmiffion.  The  reforms, 
the  economy,  the  publicity  of  the 
accounts  of  expenditure,  and  the 
other  benefits  now  promifed,  would 
thus  be  rendered  permanent.  Henry 
the  Fourth,  refiedting  on  the  verfa-  ^ 
tility  of  courts,  'had  lamented  that 
all  the  juftice  of  his  reign  would 
probably  perifh  with  him ;  but  a 
new  and  more  illuftrious  career  of 
glory  was  opened  to  the  prefent 
king.  He  might  tranfmit  his  be¬ 
nevolence  to  future  ages,  and  reign 
over  the  lateft  pofterity.  They  con¬ 
cluded  with  thanking  the  king  for 
his  promife  of  a  national  affembly, 
and  requefting  him  without  delay  to 
reftore  the  parliaments  to  their  func¬ 
tions. — The  affembly  of  the  clergy 
continued  its  fittings  for  more  than 
two  months ;  and,  befide  two  re- 
monftrances  upon  the  ftate  of  pub¬ 
lic  affairs,  prefented  to  the  king  a 
memorial,  declaratory  of  their  ex- 
clufive  right  to  tax  themfelves. 

It  is  not  uncommon  for  an  accu¬ 
rate  obfcrver  to  perceive  in  the  fyf- 
tems  of  political  government  pre¬ 
vailing  in  the  world,  two  principles 
in  force  at  the  fame  time,  which 
practice  reconciles,  but  theory  proves 
to  be  incompatible.  Theory  in  this, 
as  in  all  cafes,  is  better  than  prac¬ 
tice.  It  difcovers  inconfiflencies, 
while  they  are  as  yet  only  in  em¬ 
bryo,  and  teaches  us  how  to  fubfli- 
tute  virtue  ^ud  truth  in  the  room  of 
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lifting  depravity.  To  apply  thefe 
remarks  to  the  government  of 
France*  If  we  confider  it  only  as 
it  difcovered  itfelf  in  practice,  it 
aj  peared  for  the  mod  part  a  perfect 
defpotifm,  with  no  other  limitation 
on  the  caprice  of  the  monarch,  than 
that  which  mull  every  where  exift, 
the  patience  and  the  prejudices  of 
the  people.  If  on  the  contrary  we 
examine  it  in  the  abdrael,  we  find 
another  power  riling  into  proud 
competition  with  the  monarch,  and 
circumfcribing  his  prerogatives  with¬ 
in  narrow  limits,  the  power  of  the 
parliaments.  As  this  power  was 
built  upon  no  folid  bafis,  it  had  in 
all  its  former  contentions  with  the 
crown  been  obliged  to  yield  the  pre¬ 
eminence  ;  and,  after  a  druggie 
more  or  lefs  durable,  the  govern¬ 
ment  once  again  fubfided  into  the 
caimnefs  of  tyranny.  Upon  the 
prefent  occafion  the  war  was  brought 
to  its  ends  ;  and  the  parliaments, 
fbattered  indeed,  defpoiled  and  an¬ 
nihilated,  but  yet  ilrong  in  their 
original  intrepidity,  feerned  to  bid 
defiance  to  all  that  authority  could 
in  if!  Cl. 

The  confequence  was  exile,  with 
all  the  apparatus  of  arbitrary  power. 
We  have  already  remarked  that 
thefe  bodies,  regardlels  of  the  edibl 
by  which  their  fittings  were  pro¬ 
rogued,  aflembled  in  whatever  other 
places  they  found  convenient  for 
that  purpofe,  and  iffued  fuch  re- 
folves  and  proteftations  as  they 
deemed  datable  to  the  prefent  fili¬ 
ation  of  affairs.  The  fil'd  vidlim  of 
the  court  was  the  parliament  of 
Rennes.  In  confequence  of  being 
excluded  from  the  place  of  their  or¬ 
dinary  fittings,  they  met  at  the 
houfe  of  their  drd  preddent.  A 
mandate  was  iffued  from  V erfailles, 
prohibiting  this  irregular  affembly. 
Ifhey  accordingly  difcontinued  their 
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meetings  at  the  houfe  of  the  fil'd 
preddent,  and  adjourned  it  to  the 
houfe  cf  an  inferior  preddent  of 
their  body.  This  condufl  was  no 
fooner  reported,  than  lettres  de 
cachet  were  difpatched,  ordering 
them  immediately  into  exile.  The 
feverity  with  which  the  parliament 
was  treated  excited  the  refentment 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Rennes,  and 
the  magillrates  could  only  comply 
with  the  royal  pleafure  by  withdraw¬ 
ing  privately  during  the  night, 
which  they  accordingly  did  on  the 
third  of  June. 

The  exile  of  the  parliament  of 
Grenoble  was  attended  with  cir- 
cumdances  dill  more  alarming.  The 
letters  of  banifhment  were  didri- 
buted  to  the  different  members  on 
the  morning  of  the  feventh  of  June. 
Rut  the  citizens  got  intelligence  of 
their  arrival  before  they  could  be 
put  in  execution.  They  dopped 
the  vehicles  of  the  different  magi- 
drates,  who  were  preparing  to  de¬ 
part.  They  took  out  the  horfes, 
recondudted  the  carriages  to  their 
feveral  receptacles,  and  took  away 
the  keys.  They  proceeded  in  the 
fame  manner  to  lock  the  gates  of 
the  city.  They  formed  the  fiege  of 
the  houfe  of  the  commandant ;  and 
this  officer  having  fird  been  put  in 
imminent  danger  of  his  life,  and 
feen  his  palace  dripped  before  his 
face,  thought  proper  to  engage  to 
prevail  upon  the  parliament  not  to 
withdraw.  The  alarm  had  at  the 
fame  time  been  given  from  the  dif¬ 
ferent  deeples ;  the  houfe  of  the 
commandant,  which  dood  upon  the 
ramparts,  was  attacked  on  the  other 
fide  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  lub- 
urbs  and  environs ;  and  the  tumult 
was  prevented  from  riling  to  the  ut- 
mod  excels, only  by  the  previouslock- 
ing  of  the  gates,  and  the  obdacles  en¬ 
countered  by  thefe  new  a  [fa i Units  in 
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endeavouring  to  join  their  comrades 
within  the  walls.  The  populace 
having*  thus  far  carried  their  pcint, 
concluded  with  forcing  the  hall  of 
juftice,  and  refeating  the  magiftrates 
in  triumph  in  their  former  abode. 
Two  perfons  were  killed,  and  others 
wounded,  in  the  confufibn  of  the 
affray.  At  length  the  parliament 
embraced  the  opportunity  of  a  tem¬ 
porary  calm,  and  withdrew  from 
Grenoble  on  the  night  of  the  twelfth 
inifant. 

To  impofe  a  more  effedlual  check 
upon  the  refolutions  and  protefta- 
tions  of  the  parliaments,  adminiftra- 
tion  thought  proper  to  iffue  a  man¬ 
date  of  council,  forbidding  all  fuch 
irregular  adds  for  the  future,  under 
pain  of  forfeiture  of  office  Or  em¬ 
ployment,  civil  or  military,  to  every 
one  who  fhould  either  authorife  or 
yield  obedience  to  iuch  refolutions. 
This  mandate  of  council  was  accom¬ 
panied  with  another,  in  which  go¬ 
vernment  declared  itfelf  able,  from 
what  now  appeared  of  the  ft  ate  of 
the  finances,  to  difpenfe  with  the 
augmentation  of  the  vingtiemes, 
which  had  at  that  time  received  the 
fandlion  of  nine  provincial  aftem- 
blies. 

The  moft  obnoxious  of  the  par¬ 
liamentary  proteftations  appears  to 
have  been  that  voted  by  the  magi- 
ftrates  of  Rouen,  on  the  twenty- 
fifth  of  June.  The  prohibitory  man¬ 
date  of  council  was  dated  on  the 
twentieth  ;  but,  as  it  was  not  cuf- 
tomary  with  the  French  govern¬ 
ment  to  publifh  their  refcripts  till 
fome  time  after  they  had  been  voted, 
it  is  not  probable  that  the  prohibi- 

.  tion  reached  Rouen  in  fo  few  days 
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after  its  date.  By  the  -refolution  in 
queftion  it  was  dated,  that  the  new 
edidfs  were  null,  illegal  and  uncon- 
ftitutional,  incapable  of  creating  any 
right,  or  impoiing  any  obligation. 
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The  parliament  therefore  declared* 
that  they  fhould  regard  every  judg¬ 
ment  or  fentence  pronounced  in  pur- 
fuance  of  thefe  edidls  as  void,  and  the 
perfons  pronouncing  them  as  trai¬ 
tors  to  the  king,  the  nation  and  the 
province  of  Normandy,  as  perjured 
and  infamous  ;  and  added,  that  they 
would  in  all  cafes  conftder  them- 
felves  as  pledged  and  refponfible  to 
the  parties  for  all  the  expences  and 
injury  they  might  fuftain  in  confe- 
quence  of  fuch  unjuft  judgments. 
They  proceeded  to  pronounce  the 
minifters  who  had  advifed  thefe 
edidfs,  and  Mr.  de  Lamoignon, 
keeper  of  the  feals,  who  had  argued 
in  their  fupport  in  the  bed  of  juftice, 
in  particular,  traitors  to  the  king  and 
the  public  ;  and  fubjoined  their  re¬ 
folution  to  abftain  from  all  com¬ 
merce  with  him  in  his  character  of 
firft  law  officer  of  the  crown. — This 
proteftation  produced  its  effedl,  in 
alarming  the  perfons  concerned  in 
the  conduct  of  law-fuits  in  this  pro¬ 
vince  ;  and  the  body  of  attorneys  of 
the  grand  bailhage  of  Rouen  enter¬ 
ed  into  an  agreement,  not  to  expofc 
the  interefts  of  their  clients  to  li> 
imminent  a  rifle  as  would  arife  from 
purluing  their  fu its,  fo  long  . as  this 
denunciation  hung  over  their  heads. 
In  the  mean  time  government  inter- 
fered,  ordered  the  parliament  into 
exile,  and  diredied  the  attorneys  to 
proceed  under  penalty  of  forfeiture. 
—The  parliament  of  Metz  about 
the  fame  time  drew  upon  itfelf  a 
fimilar  punifhment. 

The  parliaments  were  not  left 
alone  in  their  reft  fiance  to  the  vio¬ 
lent  refolution  endeavoured  to  be 
introduced  by  the  edidls  of  the 
eighth  of  May.  All  orders  of  men 
interfiled  themfelves  in  the  event  ; 
and  it  was  no  longer  doubtful  that 
the  current  of  the  public  mind  upon 
the  fubjedl  of  government  was  very 

different 
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different  from  any  thing  that  had 
hitherto  been  experienced  in  the 
kingdom  of  France.  This  concourfe 
of  opinion  and  predilection  was  par¬ 
ticularly  viiible  in  the  province  of 
Bretagne.  This  province  was  one 
of  thofe  that  retained  the  preroga¬ 
tive  of  appointing  deputies  of  the 
three  orders,  the  clergy,  the  nobili¬ 
ty  and  the  commons,  to  an  affembly 
of  provincial  ftates,  to  watch  over 
the  general  interefts.  The  provin¬ 
cial  hates  were  not  fitting  at  the 
time  of  regiftering  the  obnoxious 
ediCts  ;  but  they  were  reprefented 
during  their  prorogation  by  an  in¬ 
termediate  committee,  and  the  chief 
officer  of  the  committee  repaired  to 
the  court  of  parliament  on  the 
morning  of  the  regifter,  in  order  to 
record  their  proteit  again  ft  the  pro¬ 
ceedings,  that  it  was  underftood 
were  to  be  held  on  that  day.  Not 
contented  with  this  public  demon¬ 
stration  of  their  opinion,  the  com¬ 
mittee  proceeded  without  delay  to 
prepare  a  memorial  to  the  king,  in- 
treating:  him  to  withdraw  the  edicts 
which  had  occaftoned  io  general  an 
alarm. 

The  nobleffie  of  the  province  of 
Bretagne  were  actuated  by  a  (till 
more  fervent  fpirit  of  oppofttion. 
Not  contented  to  intrull  the  de¬ 
fence  of  the  common  caufe  to  the 
offended  dignity  of  the  parliament, 
not  contented  with  the  fpirited  in¬ 
terference  of  the  intermediate  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  ftates,  they  proceeded 
immediately  to  call  together  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  meeting  of  their  own 
body,  and  to  prepare  an  earneft  re¬ 
man  (trance  to  the  fove reign.  Un¬ 
fortunately  their  difeontent  did  not 
confine  itl'elf  to  the  peaceable  me¬ 
thod  of  expoftulation  and  complaint, 
but  encouraged  and  increafed  the 
tumukuQii'fnefs  of  the  inhabitants  at 


large.  Troops  were  early  fent  in¬ 
to  this  province,  to  fupprefs  the 
diforderly  fpirit  that  difeovered  it- 
felf.  The  junior  magiftrates,  and 
the  young  nobility  of  the  parlia¬ 
mentary  party,  beheld  the  arrival  of 
thefe  troops  with  diflike  ;  and  their 
ill  humour  broke  out  into  quarrels 
with  the  officers  by  whom  thefe 
troops  were  commanded.  Duels 
were  fought ;  and  in  one  inftance 
the  commander  in  chief,  by  a  timely 
interpofttion,  is  laid  to  have  pre¬ 
vented  a  meditated  combat  of  feven 
againft  feven  of  the  oppofing  parties. 

Government,  feems  to  have  re- 
folved  to  mark  the  ftrongeft  disap¬ 
probation  of  fuch  extraordinary  con¬ 
ventions  as  that  of  the  nobiiitv  of 
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Bretagne  ;  and  accordingly,  while 
the  king  received  with  politenefs 
the  deputies  of  the  intermediate 
committee,  Tie  directed  the  memo¬ 
rial  of  the  convention  to  be  returned 
unread,  that  he  might  not,  as  he 
faid,  be  obliged  to  puniffi  thefe  who 
had  fo  grofsly  offended  againft  his 
authority  and  the  laws  of  the  king¬ 
dom.  But  the  authors  of  the  re- 
monftrance  were  not  thus  to  be  de¬ 
terred.  They  no  fooner  heard  of 
its  fate,  than  they  called  a  new  af¬ 
fembly  at  Vannes,  and  difpatched  a 
farther  memorial,  which  for  the 
greater  dignity  they  ordered  to  be 
prefented  by  twelve  perfons  of  their 
own  order,  deputed  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  Thefe  deputies  were  fuffered 
to  remain  ten  days  at  Paris,  without 
being  able  to  obtain  a  decifive  an- 
fwer  as  to  the  manner  in  which  their 
memorial  fliould  be  communicated 
to  the  king  ;  and  in  the  interval 
they  judged  it  advifable  to  call  a 
meeting  of  fuch  nobles,  having  pro¬ 
perty  in  Bretagne,  as  redded  in  Pa¬ 
ris.  This  was,  in  the  apprehenfion 
of  government,  to  add  offence  to 
6  offence.; 
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offence  :  orders  were  Immediately 
iffued  for  conveying  them  to  the 
BaFille  ;  and  the  nobles  countenan¬ 
cing  them,  who  poffeffed  offices  at 
court,  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette, 
the  count  de  Boifgelin,  the  duchefs 
of  Praflin  and  the  duke  de  Cliabot, 
were,  in  purfuance  of  the  prohibito¬ 
ry  mandate  of  the  twentieth  of  June, 
difmiffed  from  their  employments. 
The  imprifonment  of  the  deputies 
took  place  on  the  fourteenth  of  July. 

The  better  to  inforce  fubmiffion 
to  the  violence  of  thefe  meafures,  it 
was  thought  proper  at  the  fame 
time  to  increafe  the  number  of 
troops  in  the  province  of  Bretagne  ; 
and  a  camp,  with  all  the  fui table 
accompaniments  of  warlike  prepa¬ 
ration,  was  formed  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Rennes.  All  tumult 
on  the  part  of  the  malcontents  was 
by  this  means  effectually  checked  ; 
but  the  fpirit  was  not  fubdued,  and 
the  intermediate  committee  expreffed 
its  diffatisfaCiion  by  a  deputation  of 
eighteen  members.  Thefe  deputies 
were  met  at  Saint  Denis  by  an  ex- 
prefs  from  the  court,  and  were  or¬ 
dered  for  the  prefent  to  advance  no 
farther.  They  obtained  however  an 
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audience  from  the  king  on  the  la  11 
day  of  the  month.  In  the  mean 
time  the  nobility  of  Bretagne  were 
not  in  the  fmalleft  degree  depreffed 
bv  the  detention  of  their  colleagues. 
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They  appointed  another  meeting  at 
Vannes  ;  and,  being  prevented  from 
ahembling  in  that  city,  retired  to  a 
fmali  di dance.  In  this  meeting  they 
refolved  to  depute  fix  members  from 
each  of  the  nine  bifhoprics  of  Bre¬ 
tagne,  to  demand  the  lpeedv  convo¬ 


cation  of  the  provincial  Fates,  and 
the  deliberation  of  their  envoys  im- 
pnfoned  in  the  Baftilje. 

There  were  other  provinces, 
Bearn  and  Dauphine  in  particular, 
in  which  the  general  diffatisfa&ion 


broke  out  with  fymptoms  not  lefs 
alarming*,  and  to  which  the  minifter 
thought  it  advifable  to  fend  large 
detachments  of  military  forces. 
Thofe  members  of  the  nobility  of 
this  latter  province,  who,  according 
to  its  ancient  conftitution,  were  en¬ 
titled  to  a  feat  in  the  provincial 
Fates,  prepared  a  memorial  to  the 
king,  intreating  him  to  revive  this 
alfembly,  which  had  fallen  into  dif- 
ufe,  as  a  meafure  eminently  calcu¬ 
lated  to  compofe  the  difturbances  at 
that  time  exiiting.  At  the  fame 
time  the  municipal  officers  of  the 
city  of  Grenoble  invited  the  other 
towns  of  the  province  to  meet  them 
by  their  reprefentatives,  to  advife 
refpeciing  the  prefent  Fate  of  public 
affairs,  and  to  confider  of  fuck  varia¬ 
tions  as  might  be  neceffary  in  the 
conffitution  of  their  Fates,  conform¬ 
ably  to  the  great  revolution  that  had 
taken  place  in  political  fociety  Fnce 
they  had  laft  met.  This  proceed¬ 
ing  of  the  municipality  was  regarded 
as  highly  irregular;  and  feme  of 
the  principal  members  were  fum- 
moned  to  Vet  failles  to  give  an  ac¬ 
count  of  their  condudl.  But  the 
original  idea  of  reviving  the  provin¬ 
cial  Fates  was  fufficiently  agreeable 
to  the  ’views  of  the  minifter,  who 
had  voluntarily  adopted  a  iimilar 
meafure  in  the  preceding  year  for 
the  neighbouring  diftrict  of  Pro¬ 
vence.  Accordingly  the  magiftrates 
of  Grenoble  met  with  a  better  re¬ 
ception  at  court  than  they  had  rea- 
fon  to  expect.  The  king  declared 
his  intention  of  convening  their  an¬ 
cient  affembly  ;  and  even  con  fented 
that  a  meeting  of  the  three  orders 
Fiould  be  held  on  the  day  already 
appointed,  to  advife  him  refpe&ing 
the  form  that  Fiould  be  given  to 
their  conftitution.  He  only  ftipu- 
lated,  that  the  convention,  inFead 
of  Grenoble,  ffioidd  be  held  at  the 
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caftle  of  Vizilk,  about  three  miles 
from  that  capital. 

The  affembly,  which  met  on  the 
twenty -fir  11  of  July,  is  faicl  to  have 
confided  of  five  hundred  perfons, 
and  to  have  fat  from  nine  o'clock 
in  the  morning  till  midnight.  It 
was  here  firft  that  the  great  queftion 
was  openly  debated,  which  was  de- 
ilined  ultimately  to  decide  upon  the 
future  hidory  of  France,  concerning 
the  proportion  that  the  reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  commons  lhouid  bear  to 
thofe  of  the  nobles  and  the  clergy. 
The  afTembjy  of  Vizille  voted,  that 
they  fhould  be  equal  in  number  to 
the  reprefentatives  of  the  other  two 
orders  taken  together.  They  alio 
demanded  from  the  king  the  redo- 
ration  of  the  parliaments,  provi¬ 
sionally  till  the  meeting  of  the  dates 
general,  to  the  condition  in  which 
they  had  been  previoufly  to  the  bed 
of  judice  ;  and,  having  decided  feme 
other  circumdances  of  inferior  im¬ 


portance,  they  adjourned  their  meet¬ 
ing  to  the  drd  of  September.  A 
royal  declaration,  of  the  date  of  the 
fecond  of  Augud,  was  in  the  mean 
time  publifhed,  appointing  the  re¬ 
vival  of  the  dates  of  Dauphiiie  for 


the  fame  period  ;  but  many  of  its 
provifions  were  little  fuited  to  the 
temper  of  the  province. 

In  the  midit  of  a  feene  of  the 
mod  alarming  degree  of  anarchy 
and  confufio.n,  the  minider  fuddenly 
declared  himfelf  in  favour  of  that 
obj e hi  which  engroffed  the  mod  ar¬ 
dent  wiilies  of  the  people  at  large, 
the  fpeedy  convocation  of  the  dates 


general.  Such  was  the  fubjeCt  of 
the  memorable  refolution  of  council 
of  the  fifth  of  July.  In  this  paper 
the  kino-  communicated  to  his  fub- 
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iecfs  the  anxiety  with  which  he  was 
impreffed  to  render  the  convocation 
of  the  enfuing  national  affembly 
venerable  and  ufeful.  Fie  laid,  that 


the  enquiries  already  made,  unekf 
his  direction,  fufHciently  afeertained 
the  forme,  the  principles  and  the 
functions  by  which  fucli  a  body  was 
to  be  regulated  when  properly  con¬ 
voked  and  met  together  ;  but  that 
it  was  not  equally  clear  what  forms 
fhould  precede  and  accompany  their 
convocation,  to  whom  the  writs  of 
election  fhould  be  addreffed,  in  what 
mode  the  refpedtive  importance  of 
different  towns,  provinces  and  or¬ 
ders,  fo  far  as  depended  upon  the 
number  of  their  reprefentatives, 
fhould  be  maintained,  and  what 
number  ought  to  be  fixed  upon  for 
the  total  amount  of  members  of  the 
affembly.  The  king  therefore  de¬ 
manded  upon  thefe  fubjeCts  the  ad¬ 
vice  of  his  people.  He  directed, 
that  ancient  records  and  documents 
fhould  be  carefully  fought  out,  that 
they  fhould  be  laid  before  the  pro¬ 
vincial  hates  and  affemblies  in  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  the  kingdom  for 
their  confederation,  and  that  thefe 
affemblies  fhould  communicate  their 
opinions  upon  the  whole,  with  pro¬ 
per  memorials  and  vouchers  to  the 
keeper  of  the  feals,  before  the  fir  ft 
of  March  17 ? 9 .  The  king  alfo 
invited  the  learned  men  iof  his  king-- 
dom  in  general,  and  particularly 
members  of  the  academy  of  inferip- 
tiens  and  belles  lettres,  in  like  man¬ 
ner  to  communicate  their  memorial* 
and  documents. 

It  is  difficult  to  fay,  how  much 
was  intended  by  the  archbifhop  of 
Touloufe,  when  he  publifhed  this 
lingular  refeript.  It  was  underflood 
by  the  public  in  general,  as  a  fignal 
forthe  introduction  of  ,  a  complete 
liberty  of  the  prefs,  and  an  exp  refs 
removal  cf  every  reftraint  upon  the 
difeuffion,  particularly  of  fubjects  of 
politics  and  government.  It  is  not 
impoffible  that  it  was  intended  by  the 
minifter  in  this  fen fe  ;  and  in  that 
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cafe  it  is  to  be  added  to  the  nume¬ 
rous  other  initances  in  \yhich  he 
thought  it  neceffary  to  ferve  the 
public  in  ways,  crooked,  obfcnre  and 
unintelligible.  Be  this  however  as 
it  may,  the  meafure  produced  its 
full  effedl  ;  and  from  this  moment 
the  fubjedl.of  government  in  gene¬ 
ral  was  reafoned  upon  from  the  prefs 
with  a  liberty,  that  has  not  been  fo 
fully  exemplified  in  any  other  coun¬ 
try  in  the  world.  It  is  not  to  be 
doubted  that  the  moll  important 
and  falutary  effedls  are  to  be  traced 
to  this  circumilance  as  their  caufe. 

A  fecond  refohition  of  council 
followed  on  the  eighth  of  Auguft, 
exprefsly  fixing  the  convocation  of 
the  Hates  p-eneral  to  the  firft  of 
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May  1789,  and  fufpendxng  during 
the  interval  the  inftitution  of  the 
corn*  pleniere.  This  court,  as  if 
the  minifter  had  forefeen  the  im- 
poffibility  of  its  formation,  had  by 
the  euidt  of  its  eftablilhment  been 
appointed  to  fit  every  year  from  the 
firft  of  December  to  the  firil  of  May 
following,  thus  providing  a  period 
of  near  feven  months  from  the  bed 
cf  juftice,  in  which  for  the  minifter 
to  make  a  decent  retreat,  in  cafe  he 
Ihould  find  his  meafure  impradli- 
cable  and  abortive.  It  was  added 
by  the  king,  upon  the  prefent  occa- 
fion,  that,  in  confideration  of  his 
compliance  with  the  popular  opi¬ 
nion  in  two  great  articles,  he  t  riffl¬ 
ed  adminiftration  would  no  longer 
find  itfelf  thwarted  in  a  meafure  fo 
exprefsly  calculated  for  the  relief  of 
the  fubjedt,  as  that  of  the  eftablilh¬ 
ment  of  courts  of  juftice  for  the 
different  bailliages  and  grand  bail- 
liages. 

The  people  of  France  feem  to 
have  been  impreffed  with  little  gra¬ 
titude  to  the  minifter  for  concei- 
iions,  which  at  firft  view  we  Ihould 
imagine  to  have  been  of  ail  others 
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beft  calculated  for  general  fatisfac- 
tion.  They  were  filled  with  a  fe- 
cret  prefentiment  of  the  real  mo¬ 
tives  of  the  minifter,  and  the  dif- 
aftrous  events  that  were  to  follow. 
They  knew  that  the  convocation  of 
the  ftates  general  was  only  precipi¬ 
tated  by  the  profpeCt  of  immediate 
ruin  to  the  finances;  and  they  were 
not  deceived  by  the  refeript  which 
a  few  mouths  before  had  declared, 
that  government  in  its  prefent  fitua- 
tion  Hood  in  no  need  of  additional 
refonrees. 

The  refolution  of  council,  which 
amounted  to  an  immediate  declara¬ 
tion  of  bankruptcy,  was  dated  on 
the  fixteenth  of  Auguft.  In  this 
paper  the  king  avowed  his  inability 
any  longer  to  defray  the  ordinary- 
demands  that  were  made  upon  his 
treafury.  He  therefore  direCted, 
that  of  the  neceffary  expences  only 
a  few  Ihould  be  defrayed  in  current 
coin  ;  that  others  fnould  be  paid 
entirely  in  paper  ;  that  is,  in  pro- 
miffory  bills  bearing  an  intereft  cf 
five  per  cent.,  to  be  repaid  out  of 
the  produce  oi  the  next  practicable 
loan ;  and  that  the  greater  part 
ihould  be  difeharged  partly  in  mo¬ 
ney  and  partly  in  paper,  according¬ 
ly  to  certain  fpecified  proportions. 
It  was  added,  that  it  would  alfo  be 
neceffary  to  defer  the  difeharge  of 
the  redeemable  loans,  and  the  bills 
aftigned  and  fecured  upon  the  royal 
domains  for  the  fpace  of  twelve 
months. 

The  effedl  of  this  public  and 
avowed  a£l  of  bankruptcy  firft  ap¬ 
peared,  as  was  natural,  in  the  hid¬ 
den  concourfe  of  perfons  holding 
bills  of  the  caiffe  d’efcompte,  who 
defired  to  turn  their  paper  into  fpe- 
cie.  This  incident,  which  had  not 
been  forefeen  by  government,  was 
endeavoured  to  be  parried,  firft  by 
2  refeript  of  council,  declaring  the 
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debt  owing  to  the  caifTe  d’efcompte 
exempted  from  the  conditions  irn- 
pofed  upon  the  reft  cf  the  national 
debt,  and  promiling  that  the  inter- 
eft  in  this  inftance  fhould  be  paid 
in  money;  as  well  as  the  capital 
replaced,  the  moment  the  condition 
fhould  take  place,  under  which  it 
had  originally  been  engaged  to  be 
repaid.  Such  promifes  obtain,  and 
are  entitled  to  obtain,  very  little 
credit ;  and  accordingly  being  right¬ 
ly  judged  to  be  infufficient,  a  fe- 
cond  refolution  was  at  the  fame 
time  publifhed,  empowering  the 
caiffe  d’efcompte,  in  cafe  of  necef- 
fity,  to  difcharge  their  notes  in 
draughts  and  bills  of  exchange  of  a 
fhort  date,  and  forbidding  all  fuits 
for  the  amount  of  any  bill  of  ex¬ 
change,  the  payment  of  which 
fhould  have  been  tendered  in  notes 
of  the  caiffe  d’efeompte.  Thefe 
meafures  had  already  been  tried  ex¬ 
actly  five  years  before,  under  the 
adminiftration  of  Mr.  d’Qrmeffon. 

Such  were  the  laft  ails  of  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  the  archbifhoo  of  Ton- 

x 

loufc.  The  nation  became  fo  deeply 


alarmed,  that  it  is  impoffible  to  fore- 
fee  how  extenfive  would  have  been 
the  confequences,  if  he  had  remained 
in  office,  fince  in  cafes  of  this  fort 
it  is  the  alarm  itlelr  that  augurs  the 
worft  and  moft  irremediable  effects. 
Happily  in  this  cafe  the  medicine 
was  at  hand.  Public  ooinion  was 

X 

to  be  regarded  as  the  fureft  fource 
of  the  impending  diftrefs  ;  and  pub¬ 
lic  opinion  afforded  the  beft  and  moft 
fpeedy  cure  for  the  evils  it  threaten¬ 
ed.  The  nation  called  aloud  for 
Mr.  Necker,  under  whofe  admini¬ 
ftration  the  financeshadenjoyed  great 
feeming  profperity  during  the  Ame¬ 
rican  war  ;  and  he  was  believed  to 
be  the  only  man  that  could  fave  the 
kingdom  of  France  from  inftant 
ruin,  and  provide  with  wifdom  and 
effect  for  exigencies,  the  fupply  of 
which  would  not  admit  of  delay. 
Seven  days  from  the  publication  ot 
the  firft  refeript  Mr.  Necker,  who 
was  actually  upon  the  fpot,  was 
fent  for  to  court,  and  immediately 
declared  director  general  of  the 
finances,  and  admitted  to  a  feat  in 
the  council  of  ftate. 
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Political  Situation  of  Ireland.  Affair  of  the  Regency.  Addrefs  of  the  trim 
Houfes  of  Parliament  to  the  Prince  of  IV ales.  Marquis  of  Buckingham 
refifes  to  tranfmit  it.  Commiff oners  appointed.  King’s  Recovery .  Its 
EJJe£i  on  the  Irijh  Parliament. 


^T'HE  indifpofition  of  the  king, 
1  which  gave  occalion  to  fuch 
memorable  tran factions  in  the  par¬ 
liament  of  Great  Britain  in  the 
clofe  of  the  year  1788,  conftituted 
an  era  little  lefs  extraordinary  in 
the  political  hiftory  of  the  kingdom 
of  Ireland  ;  and  once  a^ain  recals 
the  conhderation  of  the  general  hif- 
torian  to  the  affairs  of  that  country. 
The*  more  accurately  to  explain  the 


nature  of  thefe  tranfaclions,  it  is  ne- 
ceffary  that  we  fhould  look  back  to 
the  conftitution  and  character  of  the 
Irifh  government,  which  bears  little 
refemblance  to  any  thing  now  exift- 
ing,  or  that  is  recorded  to  have  ex- 
ifted  in  the  world. 

Pile  circumftance  of  greateft  fin- 
gularity  attending  this  government, 
is  the  divifion  of  its  inhabitants  into 
two  great  dalles,  deriving  their  de¬ 
nominations. 
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nominations  from  their  religious 
tenets,  the  catholic  and  the  proted- 
ant.  Of  thefe  the  former  are  com¬ 
puted  to  amount  to  at  lead:  nine 
tenths  of  the  inhabitants,  while  the 
latter  are  the  only  perfons  fully  re¬ 
cognized  as  citizens  of  the  hate  ; 
their  religion  being:  eftablifhed  to 
the  exclulion  of  the  other,  and  the 
emoluments  and  honours  arifing  out 
of  its  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  condi  - 
tution  being  confidered  as  their  im¬ 
mediate  inheritance.  A  lituation 
fo  fingular  and  unnatural  cannot  fail 
to  be  productive  of  very  confpicuous 
effedts.  Whatever  liberties  and  pri¬ 
vileges  we  may  fuppofe  to  be  main¬ 
tained  by  the  constitution  of  fuch  a 
country,  it  mull  readily  be  perceived 
that  a  vaft  majority  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  are  in  a  hate  of  Slavery  ;  that 
is,  in  a  condition  the  prolific  mo¬ 
ther  of  difhonefty,  profligacy,  hy- 
pocrify,  and  every  defcription  of 
vice.  Perhaps  the  aifadvantage 
would  be  !efs,  if  there  were  no  fuch 
thing  as  privilege  and  independence 
in  the  itate  ;  if  the  minds  of  the  op- 
prefled  were  not  perpetually  exaf- 
perated  by  the  fpedtacle  of  a  better 
and  more  equitable  condition,  and 
the  minds  of  the  oppreflbrs  were  not 
hardened  and  debauched  by  a  con¬ 
tinual  intercourfe  with  thole  whom 
they  are  authorifed  to  treat  with 
barbarity  and  infult.  Perhaps  it 
mull  be  acknowledged,  that  the  fia- 
very  of  the  Irifli  at  large  is  more 
complicated  and  deplorable  than 
that  which  is  ufually  found  even  in 
defpotic  governments.  If  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  the  citizens  of  fuch  go¬ 
vernments  be  exto»  ted  from  them 
without  their  consent,  if  they  are 
liable  to  arbitrary  imprifonment, 
exile  and  death,  they  have  at  lead 
fiome  confolation  in  their  mifery : 
they  are  governed  by  perfons  taken 
from  among  themfelves  ;  and  as 
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every  man  is  in  momentary  danger 
of  being  cut  off  from  fociety  or  ex- 
iflence  at  the  caprice  of  the  mo¬ 
narch,  fo  aimed  every  man  may 
flatter  himfelf  with  the  profpedt  of 
rifing,  perhaps  to  eminence,  at  lead 
to  a  lituation  honourable  and  lucra¬ 
tive,  attended  with  the  efteem  of  hia 
fellow  citizens,  and  the  patronage 
of  all  that  is  great  and  powerful 
among  them.  This  thought  is  like 
the  beam  of  the  all  cheering  and  all 
illuminating  fun  ;  it  brightens  his 
dungeon,  and  infpires  him  with  hope 
in  the  midd  of  defpair* 

There  is  another  circumdance  in 
the  fituation  of  Ireland  that  is  not 
lefs  worthy  of  our  attention  ;  the 
feat  of  government  being  remov¬ 
ed  from  the  foil,  and  placed  in 
a  country  fuperior  in  population, 
riches  and  authority.  To  what- 

j 

ever  independence  Ireland  may  ad¬ 
vance  her  claim,  (he  is  in  reality 
nothing  more  than  the  province  and 
fervant  of  England.  She  is  not  the 
ally  of  the  Britifh  government,  but 
on  the  contrary  acknowledges  our 
king  for  her  fovereign  ;  that  is,  if 
we  take  into  the  account  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  Englith  conditution, 
acknowledges  her  dignities,  her 
trufts  and  her  revenues  to  be  in  the 
gift  of  an  adminidration  that  de¬ 
pends  upon  the  parliament  of  Great 
Britain.  She  may,  in  a  few  cafes,  and 
in  fome  emphatical  and  fingular  in- 
dance,  affertherprerogatives,  andpur- 
fue  her  own  interefts  in  preference 
to  ours  ;  hut  the  daily  routine  of  her 
affairs,  and  the  ordinary  courfe  of 
her  adminidration,  will  be  modelled 
in  conformity  to  the  intereds,  the 
prejudices  and  the  jealoufies  of  the 
country  which  is  the  feat  of  empire. 
She  will  not  afford  a  theatre  that 
will  appear  wide  enough  for  the  ar¬ 
dour  of  patriotifm,  or  the  excurfive- 
nefs  of  ambition.  Her  adminiftrative 
k  government,, 
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government,  not  pofteffing  an  inhe¬ 
rent  fovereignty,  and  being  nothing 
more  than  the  medium  of  cer¬ 
tain  principles  whole  fource  is  at 
a  diftance,  will  be  impaffive  to  the 
impreffions  of  reputation,  honour 
and  fhatne,  that  never  fail  to  re¬ 
ft  rain  thofe  who  are  uninfluenced  by 
the  purer  principles  of  virtue.  Ac¬ 
cordingly  it  will  be  found,  that  the 
belt  and  moft  upright  admmiftra- 
tions  in  Britain,  have  had  a  much 
iefs  portion  of  fcrupuloufnefs  and 
delicacy  in  Ireland.  The  reprefen- 
tatives  of  the  nation,  placed  between 
the  profligacy  of  the  lower  orders, 
and  the  duplicity  and  crookednefs 
of  their  Englifli  governors,  mull  be 
fomething  more  than  men,  if  they 
remain  fpotlefs,  untainted  and  fm- 
cere.  Subjected  to  all  thefe  difad- 
vantages,  they  have  not  the  com- 
penfation  of  believing  that,  by  ac¬ 
quiring  the  good  opinion  of  their 
countrymen,  they  can  raife  them- 
felves  to  offices  of  truft  and  au¬ 
thority.  The  Iriflr  nation  is  too 
well  inftruded  to  trouble  itfelf  about 
fuch  things.  They  know  that  of¬ 
fice  and  power,  and  a  (hare  in  the 
government  of  the  country,  depend 
not  upon  them,  but  upon  the  con¬ 
venience,  the  interefted  felfifhnefs  of 
a  power,  that  imagines  its  profperity 
to  be  unconnected,  perhaps  incom¬ 
patible,  with  that  of. Ireland. 

It  is  not  therefore  to  be  wondered 
at,  if  we  find  in  the  hiftory  of  the 
Irifh  government  exhibitions  of  pro¬ 
fligacy  Ipfs  difguifed  with  any 
plaufiblenefs  of  exterior,  than  is 
ufual  in  other  parts  of  the  world* 
It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  if, 
judging  from  thefe  infallible  data, 
infallible  when  confidered  in  their 
abftraft  application,  profligacy  and 
venality  fhould  be  imputed  even 
more  extenfively  and  univerfally 
than  they  actually  prevail.  Such 


appears  to  have  been  the  cafe  in  the 
Irifh  hiftory  of  the  regency. 

As  foon  as  the  indifpofition  of  the 
king  became  known,  the  pafilons  of 
men  in  the  political  world  were  fet 
afloat  by  various  motives.  Ireland 
had  a  few  years  before  imbibed 
from  the  American  revolution  a  fpi- 
rit  of  patriotifm  and  reform,  that 
nothing  perhaps  could  have  defeat¬ 
ed  but  the  radical  vices  we  have  al¬ 
ready  defcribed.  From  the  wreck 
of  this  fervour  of  equal  reprefenta- 
tion,  a  militia  in  the  true  fenfe  of 
the  word  national,  and  many  other 
vifions  of  redtitude  and  juftice,  fhe 
retained  two  confiderable  remnants  ; 
a  free  trade,  and,  which  was  of  in¬ 
finitely  more  importance,  a  legifla- 
tive  independence.  Jealous  in  a 
higher  degree  of  this  independence 
in  proportion  as  they  had  loft  every 
thing  elfe,  the  Irifh  early  began  to 
enquire,  whether  this  queftion  of  re* 
gency  were  not  one  of  thofe,  upon 
which  it  would  be  neceflary  for 
them,  either  firmly  and  fearlefsly  to 
aflert  their  privileges,  or  to  fubrait 
to  barter  their  equality  for  fervility 
and  fubordination.  The  enquiry 
daily  became  more  interefting,  as 
the  plan  of  the  Englifh  parliament 
became  more  developed.  It  was 
afterted  at  Eondon,  that  they  had  a 
right  to  chufe  what  regent  they 
pleafed,  and  that  every  member  of 
the  legiflature  had  as  good  a  natural 
claim  to  the  appointment,  as  the 
heir  apparent  of  the  crown.  If  this 
were  true  at  London,  was  it  not 
equally  true  in  Dublin  ?  And,  if  fo, 
what  principle  was  there  that  could 
reftrain  their  election  to  the  indivi¬ 
dual  we  fhould  point  out  to  their 
choice  ?  It  was  afterted  in  London, 
that  it  would  be  proper  to  fix  upon 
the  intended  regent  certain  reftric- 
tions,  in  order  to  fecure  the  ealy 
return  of  the  lovereign  to  hia 

power, 


FOREIGN 


HISTORY. 


3$ 


power,  when  he  Should  recover,  and 
to  prevent  the  courfe  of  affairs  from, 
being  violently  changed  by  a  tem¬ 
porary  admindl ration.  Were  the 
fame  reftridlions  neceflary  in  Ireland 
as  in  England  ?  Were  the  circum- 
ffances  of  the  two  countries  the 
fame?  Would  it  not  upon  every 
calculation  betray  that  fentiment  of 
dependence  fhe  had  Solemnly  ab¬ 
jured,  if  Ireland  waited  for  the  de¬ 
termination  of  the  Englifh  parlia¬ 
ment,  from  thence  to  obtain  a  pat¬ 
tern  by  which  to  model  her  proceed¬ 
ings  ? 

It  cannot  reafonably  be  doubted 
that  there  were  perfons  in  the  Irifh 
parliament  influenced  by  fcrupies  fo 
natural  and  io  reafonable,  as  thofe 
we  have  fuggefted.  Rut  it  may  well 
admit  of  a  queftion,  whether  thefe 
perfons,  actuated  by  thefe  honeft 
difficulties  and  apprehenfions,  would 
have  formed  a  majority  of  the  two 
houfesofthelegiflature.They  blended 
their  operation  with  that  of  another 
principle,  more  powerful,  more  im¬ 
perious,  and  more  comprehenfive. 
It  was  well  known  that  the  prince 
of  Wales,  as  foon  as  he  fucceeded  to 
the  regency,  entertained  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  removing  the  power  of  ad- 
miniftration  out  of  the  hands  in 
which  it  was  now  placed,  and  com¬ 
mitting  it  to  a  different  conne&ion 
of  men,  with  whom  he  had  formed 
habits  of  intercourfe.  The  expedfed 
change  of  the  political  government 
was  not  looked  upon  with  indiffe¬ 
rence  by  men,  notorioufly  branded, 
like  a  numerous  clafs  of  the  Irifh 
parliament,  with  the  third  of  emo¬ 
luments,  gratifications  and  penfions 
through  all  their  Subdivisions*  It  is 
by  this  principle  that  we  are  to  ac¬ 
count  for  the  large  majority  that 
was  expected,  and  afterwards  ap¬ 
peared,  in  both  houfes  of  the  Irifh 
parliament  againff  the  exifting  ad- 


miniflration,  and  in  particular  for 
the  defection  of  one  half  of  the 
members  of  the  adlual  government.. 
In  England  the  popularity  of  the  mi¬ 
ni  iter  feemed  entirely  to  compenfate 
for  the  disadvantage  of  the  fadf, 
that  he  was  in  reality  minifler  no 
longer.  In  Ireland  there  was  no 
fuch  popularity  to  ftem  the  tide  of 
impatient  novelty,  which  accord¬ 
ingly  Set,  in  the  fulleft  and  moil  un¬ 
equivocal  manner,  in  favour  of  that 
power  which  feemed  likely  to  be  in 
a  Short  time  triumphant. 

There  was  a  peculiar  circum— 
fiance  which  was  thought  to  draw 
a  line  of  diftindfion  between  the  ac¬ 
tual  powers  of  the  Englifh  and  Irifh 
administration.  The  Englifh  mini- 
flers  redded  upon  the  fpot  where 
the  monarch  exifted  in  period,  and 
were  in  the  habit  of  taking  hi 6  dt- 
redtions  upon  every  concern  of  go¬ 
vernment.  The  moment  therefore 
that  the  monarch  in  a  moral  view 
ceafed  to  exift,  their  fundtions  in- 
ftantly  terminated.  They  were  in¬ 
capable  of  the  flighted,  minifterial 
exertion ;  and,  in  juft  conformity 
to  this  principle,  from  the  inflant 
the  king’s  indifpofition  declared  it- 
felf,  even  the  difpatches  of  our  am- 
baffadors  in  foreign  courts  were  fuf- 
fered  to  remain  unanfwered.  In 
Ireland,  on  the  contrary,  the  go¬ 
vernment  was  conducted  at  a  dif- 
tance  from  the  refidence  of  the 
Sovereign.  He  was  reprefented  by 
a  deputy  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pofe  ;  many  adf  s  of  government  were 
neceffarily  done  without  his  partici¬ 
pation  :  and  though  it  was, -uSual; 
to  obtain  his  diredlions,  wherever 
they  could  conveniently  be  waited 
for  ;  yet  this,  it  was  alleged,  made 
no  effential  part  of  the  legal  form  ; 
and  of  confequence  the  lord-lieute¬ 
nant,  adting  under  the  king’s  com- 
mifiion,  was  competent,  notwith- 
C  2  Handing 
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Handing  the  royal  incapacity,  to  all 
thofe  afts  of  government  which 
were  not  cuftomarily  autbo  riled  by 
the  fign  manual. 

Reafoning  in  this  manner,  the 
adminiftrative  government  ventured 
to  adopt  a  very  bold  aft  of  autho¬ 
rity.  It  was-  Efficiently  notorious 
what  turn  affairs  were  likely  to  take 
in  the  Irifh  parliament  as  foon  as  it 
was  permitted  to  meet,  and  that  the 
principles  of  the  majority  were  by 
no  means  agreeable  to  the  fenti- 
ments  of  admin iftration.  It  was  re¬ 
garded  by- the  latter  as  a  misfortune 
extremely  to  be  deprecated,  that  the 
affairs  of  Ireland  Ihould  be  buffered 
to  nnderp-o  fo  fudden  and  entire  a 
revolution  as  that  which  was  threat¬ 
ened.  They  all'o  imagined  that  it 
was  right  to  wait  as  long  as  pof- 
hble,  in  hopes  of  fome  favourable 
change  in  the  king’s  indifpdfition. 
Perhaps  too  they  trufted  fomething 
to  their  powers  of  negocration,  and 
were  willing  to  believe  that  per- 
fuafion,  eloquence  and  time  might 
contribute  to  fnbdue  the  ardour  and 
violence  of  their  opponents.  The 
parliament  flood  adjourned  by  the 
luff  prorogation,  previous  to  the 
royal  incapacity,  to  the  twentieth 
of  ]  anuary  1789  ;  and,  influenced 
by  fome  or  all  of  the  confiderations 
we  have  mentioned,  its  meeting  was 
farther  deferred,  by  the  authority 
of  the  lord-lieutenant  and  privy- 
council  of  Ireland,  to  the  fifth  of 
February  following. 

On  that  day  the  marquis  of  Buc¬ 
kingham,  who  had  been  appointed 
Ibrd-lieutenant  in  the  clofe  of  the 
year  1787,  upon  the  death  of  the 
duke  of  Rutland,  opened  the  fef- 
Hon  in  the  ufual  form  by  a  fpeech 
from  the  throne.  He  obferved  to 
them,  that  he  had  to  communicate 
the'  painful  information  that  the 
kins:  had  for  fome  titne  been  affiift- 


ed  by  a  fevere  malady,  which  had 
prevented  him  from  receiving  the 
royal  commands.  He  added,  that 
he  had  direfted  the  documents  al¬ 
ready  received  refpefting  the  king’s 
indifpofition  to  be  laid  before  the 
two  houfes;  that  he  Ihould  continue 
to  communicate  to  them  fuch  far¬ 
ther  information  as  might  affill  their 
deliberations;  and  finally  that,  deem¬ 
ing  it  his  indifpenhble  duty  to  call 
their  attention  to  the  fecurity  ot 
the  public  credit  and  revenue,  he 
had  ordered  the  public  accounts  to 
be  laid  before  them. 

An  addrefs,  as  ufual,  was  moved 
in  reply  to  the  fpeech  of  the  lord- 
lieutenant  ;  and  though  it  under¬ 
went  no  material  alteration  from 
the  interference  of  the  party  who 
had  now  the  power  in  their  hands, 
yet  the  condu6l  of  adminifl ration 
did  not  efcape  the  fevere  cenfure  of 
individual  members.  The  late  pro¬ 
rogation  was  commented  upon  with 
feverity,  as  teffifying  an  unbecom¬ 
ing  diftruft  in  the  diferetion  of  the- 
legiflature,  as  audacious,  infulting 
and  illegal.  Mr.  Grattan,  who  has 
long  been  diftinguilhed  in  that  coun¬ 
try  lor  his  fuperior  talents  and  un¬ 
paralleled  eloquence,  took  the  lead 
upon  this  occafion.  He  drew  a 
contrail  between  the  profeffions  of 
the  marquis  of  Buckingham,  of 
public  virtue  and  rigid  economy* 
and  fome  linking  inilances  of  his. 
conduft.  He  particularly  inllanced 
the  fecuring  the  reverfion  of  the 
place  of  chief  remembrancer  in  the 
court  of  excheauer  to  his  brother 
Mr.  William  G  renville.  This  pro¬ 
motion,  Mr.  Grattan  obferved,  was 
made  at  a  time  when  the  kingdom 
was  charged  with  great  penlions  for 
the  bringing  home,  as  it  was  termed, 
abfentee  employments.  The  bring¬ 
ing  home  of  employments,  like  the 
other  reforms  pretended  to  be  un¬ 
dertaken 
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dertaken  by  government,  had  turned 
out  to  be  a  foiirce  of  prodigality 
and  corruption.  In  excufe  however 
it  had  been  alleged,  that  they  were 
not  buying  places  but  principles, 
the  principle  of  confining-  the  great 
employments  of  the  country  to  re- 
fidents.  How  could  this  be  recon¬ 
ciled  with  the  appointment  of  which 
he  complained  ? 

A  difficulty  that  arofe  in  the 
purfuit  of  the  great  objedt  of  oppo¬ 
sition,  refpecled  the  fort  of  infor¬ 
mation  upon  which  it  was  necef- 
fary  for  parliament  to  proceed.  The 
documents  laid  before  them  nonfill¬ 
ed  of  the  evidence  of  the  royal  phy¬ 
sicians,  taken  before  the  privy  coun¬ 
cil  and  parliament  of  England  ;  but 
it  was  doubted  whether  thefe  were 
fufficient.  By  fome  it  was  pro- 
pofed  that  the  queen  Should  be  ad- 
-dreffed  upon  the  fubject,  as  the  pro¬ 
per  fource  of  authentic  intelligence  ; 
and,  by  others,  that  they  Should 
wait  for  a  communication  from  the 
parliament  of  England  to  guide 
their  deliberations-  To  this  it  was 
replied  by  Mr.  Hutchinfon,  fecre- 
tary  of  Slate,  who  upon  this  occa- 
fion  had  delated  the  caufe  of  ad¬ 
ministration,  that  the  only  regular 
way  for  parliament  to  learn  the  fadl 
in  quellion  was,  for  them  to  be  in¬ 
formed  of  it,  as  they  had  been  in 
the  fpeech  from  the  throne,  by  the 
king’s  lieutenant.  Being  therefore 
Sufficiently  authorifed  to  proceed, 
he  could  not  confent  to  delay,  when 
he  coniidered  that  they  had  now  no 
proper  executive  power  in  the  realm, 
and  that  they  lived  under  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  a  fellow-fubjeft.  This 
was  a  fort  of  executive  power 
which  he  hoped  no  Irifhman  would 
call  constitutional,  and  which  the 
fpirit  of  the  nation  ought  not  to 
endure  a  moment  longer  than  ne- 
eeflity  required. — The  eleventh  of 


February-,  which  was  fome  days  ear¬ 
lier  than  administration  propdfed, 
was  fixed  upon  as  the  proper  day 
for  taking  the  fubject  of  regency 
into  consideration,  by  a  triumphant 
majority  of  near  two  to  one  ;  and 
all  other  parliamentary  buiinefs  was 
poftponed  till  this  Should  have  been 
determined. 

On  the  day  appointed,  two  mo¬ 
tions  were  offered  to  the  considera¬ 
tion  of  the  houfe  of  commons  r  the 
Sirft  of  them  by  Mr.  Grattan,  the 
member  mail  distinguished  for  his 
talents  ;  and  the  fecond  by  Mr.  Co- 
■  nollv,  the  richeft  of  the  Irifh  com- 
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capacity  was  declared  ;  and  by  the 
fecond  it  was  propofed  to  prefent 
an  addrefs  to  the  prince  of  Wales, 
requesting  him  to  take  upon  himfelf 
the  government,  with  its  various 
powers,  jurifdidlions  and  preroga¬ 
tives.  In  fupport  of  thefe  motions 
it  was  argued  by  Mr.  Grattan,  that 
there  were  two  modes  of  proceed¬ 
ing  familiar  to  the  feveral  branches 
of  the  legislature;  the  one  legislation, 
and  the  other  addrefs.  The  former 
of  thefe  proceeded  upon  the  fuppo- 
htion  of  a  third  eftate,  and  required 
the  concurrence  of  that  eSlate  in 
order  to  give  it  validity  ;  the  lat¬ 
ter  was  a  function  exclusively  the 
property  of  the  two  houfes,  and 
which  was  in  itfelf  complete  and 
final.  The  plan  he  recommended  ’ 
advifed  the  creation  of  a  third  eftate 
in  order  to  legislate,  not  the  legif- 
lating  in  order  to  create  a  third 
eSlate.  To  Sill  up  the  exiSling  de¬ 
ficiency  was  the  only  adt  the  fitu- 
ation  made  indifpenfible.  Limiting 
therefore  their  operation  to  the  de¬ 
mand  of  the  neceffity,  they  parted 
with  their  extraordinary  power  the 
very  moment  it  was  brought  com¬ 
pletely  into  exercife.  This  Mr. 
Grattan  coniidered  as  the  firll  thins: 
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neceffary  to  be  done  ;  but  as  the 
addreffes  of  parliament,  though  com¬ 
petent  to  fupply  the  deficiency,  did 
not,  and  could  not  with,  propriety, 
annex  to  their  adt  the  forms  of  law, 
he  thought  it  advifable,  after  the 
acceptance  of  the  regency,  that 
there  fhould  be  an  act  paffed  for 
the  purpofe  of  recognizing  and  giv¬ 
ing  the  eftablifhed  form  to  the  mea- 
fures  which  had  preceded.  The 
powers  he  recommended  to  be  con¬ 
ferred  upon  the  regent,  were  pre¬ 
cisely  thofe  exercifed  by  the  king  ; 
and  the  reafon  of  this  was  to  be 
found  in  the  very  nature  of  prero¬ 
gative,  which  was  given,  not  for 
the  fake  of  the  king  but  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  for  whofe  ufe  both  kings  and 
regents  and  prerogatives  were  creat¬ 
ed  and  conftituted.  He  knew  of  no 
political  reafon  why  the  preroga¬ 
tives  in  quedion  Ihould  be  deilroyed, 
nor  any  perfonal  reafon  why  they 
fnould  be  fufpended.  Mr.  Grattan 
fald,  that  he  had  not  thought  it  ne¬ 
ceffary  minutely  to  copy  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  in  England.  He  concur¬ 
red  in  the  great  objedt,  the  choice 
of  a  regent,  which  was  a  common 
concern  ;  not  in  the  particular  pro- 
vi lions  and  limitations,  which  ought 
to  be,  and  mud  be,  governed  by  the 
particular  circumftances  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  countries.  It  was  enough 
that,  in  the  meafures  he  propoled, 
all  the  great  objedts  that  could  at- 
tradfc  the  care  of  a  nation  were 
pundtilioufly  maintained.  They  ex¬ 
ercifed  the  undiminifhed  power  of  a 
free  and  independent  houfe  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  The  incapacity  of  the  king 
they  difcuffed  and  decided ;  they  pro¬ 
ceeded  b}^  their  own  authority  to 
fupply  the  deficiency  ;  and,  having 
fupplied  it,  they  laftly  returned  to 
their  legiflative  charadter,  and  gave 
to  their  own  work  the  clothing  and 
II amp  of  a  law® 


The  proportions  of  Mr.  Grat¬ 
tan  were  oppofed  from  different  con- 
fiderations.  It  was  the  plan  of  the 
lord-lieutenant,  and  of  confequence 
mud  be  fuppofed  to  have  been  that 
of  the  Britifh  adminidration,  to  in¬ 
troduce  certain  redridtions  and  li¬ 
mits  upon  the  powers  of  the  re¬ 
gent,  in  imitation  of  the  proceed, 
ings  of  the  Englifh  parliament.  The 
Ir  i  ill  members  of  government  who 
dill  remained  faithful  to  the  dandard 
of  the  executive  authority,  either 
becaufe  they  were  convinced  of  the 
impolicy  of  the  redridtions,  or  be- 
caufe  they  believed  they  could  in 
this  way  more  effedtually  ferve  the 
public  or  themfelves,  profeffed  to  de¬ 
fire  to  confer  the  full  royal  authority 
on  the  regent,  at  the  fame  time 
that  they  difapproved  of  the  fup¬ 
pofed  unbecoming  precipitation  of, 
the  ruling  party,  and  of  the  mode 
of  proceeding  by  addrefs. 

The  attorney-general,  Mr.  Fitz- 
gibbon,  was  the  mod  powerful 
champion  of  the  lofing  party.  He 
argued  from  the  adt  of  chief  baron 
Yelverton  of  the  year  1782,  that 
there  was  no  neceffity  for  the  un- 
ufual  and  extraordinary  method  of 
proceeding  by  addrefs,  fince  there 
was  no  exiding  circumdance  to  pre¬ 
vent  an  adt  of  parliament  being 
paffed  in  all  the  eftablilhed  forms. 
They  ought  to  wait  till  the  prince 
of  Wales  was  inveded  with  the  au¬ 
thority  of  regent  in  England.  He 
would  then  have  the  command  of 
the  great  feal  of  that  country,  the 
affixing  of  which  was  required  to 
give  authenticity  to  the  adt.  His 
lord-lieutenant  might  then  by  his 
command  give  the  royal  affent  to 
it ;  and  who  Ihould  fay  that  it  was 
not  a  law  of. the  land  ?  But,  on  the 
contrary,  if  they  proceeded  without 
helitation  or  delay  to  appoint  a  re¬ 
gent,  they  would,  upon  the  no  impof- 
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fible  fuppofition  of  the  Englifh  re¬ 
gency  being  veiled  in  different 
hands,  be  involved  in  the  moft  ca¬ 
lamitous  fituation.  The  moment 
a  regent  was  appointed  for  Great 
Britain,  he  might  fend  a  coinmif- 
fion  under  the  great  feal  of  England 
appointing  a  lord-lieutenant  of  Ire¬ 
land  ;  and  to  that  commiffion  their 
regent,  at  the  peril  of  his  head, 
would  be  obliged  to  pay  obedience. 
Another  inconvenience  would  arife, 
without  fuppofing  an  avowed  hofti- 
lity  of  regents.  The  affixing  the 
great  feal  of  England  was  one  flep 
effentially  required  in  the  progrefs 
of  a  law.  If  the  king  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  were  to  come 
in  perfon  and  refide  among  them, 
he  could  not  difpenfe  with  this  con¬ 
dition.  How  then  was  their  regent, 
unlefs  he  were  the  fame  perfon  with 
the  Englifh  regent, to  fee u re  to  them 
the  annexation  of  the  great  feal  of 
England  in  every  cafe  in  which  it 
was  by  law  rendered  neceffary  ? 

Mr.  Fitzgibbon  laid  particular 
flrefs  upon  the  aCt  of  king  William, 
by  which  it  was  declared,  that  the 
king  of  England  was  neceffarily  and 
perpetually  fovereign  of  Ireland,  and 
accordingly  annulling  all  laws  made 
under  the  government  of  king  James 
the  Second,  from  the  moment  of  his 
abdication.  The  faCt  was,  as  Mr. 
Fitzgibbon  afferted,  that  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  Ireland,  under  its  pre- 
fent  conflitution,  could  never  go  on, 
unlefs  they  followed  Great  Britain 
implicitly  in  all  regulations  of  im¬ 
perial  policy.  He  augured  the  moft 
fataff^ffeCts,  if  it  were  to  he  a  point  of 
Irifh  dignity  to  differ  with  the  par¬ 
liament  of  England,  in  order  to 
ffiew  their  independency  ;  and  ob- 
ferved  that  they  were  confirming 
all  the  arguments  that  had  been 
ufed  in  England,  to  juftify  the 
fourth  article  of  the  celebrated  com¬ 


mercial  propofitions.  Ireland,  it  had 
been  alleged,  having  a  parliament 
of  her  own,  might  think  fit  to  carry 
on  a  commerce,  and  regulate  her 
trade,  by  laws  different  from,  per¬ 
haps  contradictory  to,  the  laws  of 
Great  Britain.  The  truth  of  this 
obfervation  would  fufficiently  ap¬ 
pear,  if  they  now  feized  the  firft  op¬ 
portunity  that  offered,  of  differing 
from  Great  Britain  upon  an  impe 
rial  queftion.  Mr.  Fitzgibbon  pre¬ 
dicted  that  fnch  unadvifed  rafhnefs 
muff  ultimately  lead  to  a  legifiative 
union  with  England,  a  meafure 
which  he  deprecated,  but  which 
was  more  furely  prepare^  by  fuch 
violence,  than  if  all  the  fluices  of 
corruption  were  opened  together, 
and  poured  in  one  overwhelming 
torrent  upon  the  country's  reprefen- 
tatives. 

Mr.  Hutchmfon  undertook  to  ex¬ 
pound  the  law  upon  the  fubjeCl. 
He  faid  that  the  lords  and  com¬ 
mons  of  Ireland  had  two  diftinCl 
characters  :  one  by  which  they  were 
branches  of  the  legifiature  ;  and  an¬ 
other  by  which,  as  lord  Coke  had 
obferved,  they  reprefented  the  three 
eftates  of  the  realm.  The  former 
of  thefe  was  incomplete  in  itfelf ;  but 
the  latter  exifted  notwithftandrfig 
the  vacancy  of  the  throne,  or  the 
incapacity  of  the  monarch,  and  en¬ 
abled  them  to  fupply  any  deficiency 
that  might  occur  in  the  third  ellate. 
He  afferted  that  no  precedent  exift¬ 
ed  of  fupplying  a  deficiency  in  the 
third  eftate  by  the  interference  of 
the  legifiature.  The  chancellor  in 
the  time  of  kingHenrytheSixth,and 
lord  Hardwicke  in  the  year  1754, 
had  aCted  honeflly  and  boldly,  in 
affixing  at  their  own  diferetion  the 
great  feal  to  letters  patent,  appoint¬ 
ing  commiffioners  to  meet  the  par¬ 
liament  :  but  that  the  two  houfe# 
fhould  appoint  a  commiffioner  to 
C  4  ,  meet 
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meet  tliemfelves,  was  a  fiction  un¬ 
warranted  by  precedent  or  reafon  ; 
lince  whatever  was  done  by  order 
and  authority  of  the  two  hor.fes, 
would  be  nothin cr  more  than  a  vote 

O  , 

of  the  two  houfes  in  a  different 
form.  To  every  acl  of  parliament 
the  royal  alfent  was  necelfary  ;  and 
would  any  man  fay,  that  the  regent 
of  England  could,  as  fuch,  give  the 
royal  alfent  to  an  Irilh  bill  ?  or  that, 
if  "he  had  not  the  power  of  doing  it 
himfelf,  he  could  grant  a  commiffion 
to  any  other  perfon  to  do  it  ?  The 
necelfity  of  the  royal  alfent  was  not, 
as  Mr.  Fitzgibbon  feemed  to  fup- 
pofe,  taken  away  by  the  add  of 
1782.  The  contrary  fufficiently  ap¬ 
peared  from  the  words  of  the  add  ; 
and,  if  the  add  had  been  filent,  he 
prefumed  that  it  would  not  be  con¬ 
tended  that  fo  indifpenfible  a  requi- 
fite  as  the  royal  alfent  could  be 
taken  away,  without  an  exprels  law 
for  that  purpofe. 

Mr.  Curran  undertook  to  main¬ 
tain,  that  it  was  in  both  kingdoms 
the  principle  of  the  Englilh  con- 
ifitution,  that  the  third  eftate  fhould 
be  certain,  and  not  elective.  An 
eledlive  monarchy  was  in  all  cafes  a 
grievance  ;  the  right  of  eledlion  was 
the  right  of  ambition,  of  fadfion, 
of  intrigue,  and  of  fhedding  civil 
blood.  But  this  was  a  queftion  to 
be  confidered  on  another  principle 
aifo,  the  compadd  that  united  the 
crowns  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire¬ 
land.  If  either  country  had  a  wild 
arbitrary  right  of  election,  both  had 
the  fame  ;  and  then  the  abfurdity 
followed,  that  they  were  bound  to 
have  the  fame  third  eftate,  and  yet 
had  a  right  of  chufmg  different  third 
estates.  Mr.  Curran  added,  that  he 
did  not  like  the  affectation  of  legis¬ 
lating  by  the  two  houfes.  It  was 
holding  out  an  idea  to  the  people 
that  they  could  do  without  the 


crown;  it  was  making  a  filly  expe¬ 
riment,  by  which  the  third  eftate, 
the  only  fecurity  of  their  liberties, 
was  brought  into  difrepute,  and 
their  glorious  conftitution  might 
be  loft  for  ever. 

Mr.  Grattan  anfwered  at  large  to 
the  arguments  of  Mr.  Fitzgibbon. 
The  antagonifts  cf  his  refolutions,  he 
faid,  had  recourfe  to  the  common¬ 
place  antiquated  cant,  ever  reforted 
to  by  men  concerned  in  unconftitu- 
tional  attempts,  that  the  connection 
of  the  two  countries  was  brought 
into  danger.  How  did  this  appear  ? 
By  reforting  to  the  line  of  fucceffion  ? 
The  prince  of  Wales  had  irrefiftible 
claims  to  the  regency,  was  the  choice 
of  Great  Britain,  .and  a  middle  term 
between  the  two  nations.  Was  it  by 
appointing  him  with  full  regal  au¬ 
thority  ?  No,  the  railers  on  the  fub- 
ject  of  Connection  now  affected  an 
indifference  on  the  fubjedt  of  limita¬ 
tion.  They  were  told,  that  the  re¬ 
gent  named  by  the  parliament  cf 
Great  Britain.,  before  be  was  adopted 
by  Ireland,  was  competent  to  give 
the  royal  affent  to  an  Irilh  bill.  They 
were  told,  that  a  Britifh  regent  was 
competent  to  fuperfede  a  regent  ap¬ 
pointed  by  Ireland.  The  attorney 
general,  by  the  juggle  of  a  crown 
lawyer,  undertook  to  reftore  the  fu- 
premacy  of  the  Britifh  parliament 
over  that  kingdom  ;  and  he  thought 
he  had  lucceeded  to  prove  his  def- 
perate  conclufions,  by  playing  tricks 
upon  figns  and  leals,  and  confound¬ 
ing  the  damp  of  authority  with  au¬ 
thority  itfelf ;  by  fire  wing  that  the 
undoubted  rights  of  his  country 
might  be  deftroyed,  and  all  the  pe¬ 
dantry  of  legal  form  pundtilioufly 
maintained.  Thefe  forms  of  office  he 
let  up  againft  the  privileges  of  the 
people  ;  and,  becaufe  the  individual 
might  not  aver  againft  certain  marks 
and  tokens,  he  thought  the  parlia¬ 
ment 
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merit  of  the  country  bound  and  con¬ 
cluded  like  a  fubjeCt,  and  not  em¬ 
powered  to  enquire  how  fuch  marks 
had  been  affixed,  and  what  was  the 
condition  of  the  authority  they  were 
fuppofed  to  reprefent.  A  doctrine 
like  this  was  calculated  for  the  utter 
annihilation  of  allegiance.  The  peo¬ 
ple  of  Ireland  would  indeed  be  loyal 
to  their  king  ;  but,  when  you  fet  up 
baubles  in  his  place,  when  you  pre¬ 
fen  t  them  with  phantoms,  incapable 
of  character,  and  impotent  to  pro- 
teCf,  how  could  you  anfwer  for  the 
affections  of  a  generous  nation  ? 
The  people  had  a  pride  in  their  king, 
and  would  not  transfer  their  love  ; 
they  would  kindle  into  refentment 
at  the  quibble  that  diredted  them  to 
contemplate  as  the  objeCt  of  their 
affeCtion  an  officer  with  the  great 
feal  in  his  hand.  The  doctrine  was 
the  more  criminal,  becaufe  it  fet  out 
with  the  profeffion,  that  the  king 
was  the  great  bond  of  union  be¬ 
tween  the  different  nations  of  the 
empire  ;  and  then,  having  made  the 
profeffion,  cancelled  the  bond,  and 
gave  allegiance  to  the  winds.  Could 
he  agree  with  the  principles  of  his 
opponents  argument,  could  he  be¬ 
lieve  that,  on  the  queftion  of  that 
night,  they  ffiould  forget  two  con- 
fiderations,  the  regent  and  the  king¬ 
dom,  and  attend  only  to  their  con¬ 
nection  with  Great  Britain,  Mr. 
Grattan  faid,  he  ffiould  yet  abjure 
the  language  that  was  held,  as  fatal 
to  the  principle.  Why  make  the 
connection  with  England  a  wretched 
theme  for  fophiltry  ?  Why  make  it 
a  conftant  opportunity  for  rebuke  ? 
Why  make  it  a  pretence  for  the 
humiliation  of  Ireland  ?  Why  inter¬ 
rupt  a  proud  day  like  this,  with  io 
monftrous  a  dodtrine  ;  and  tell  the 
people  of  Ireland,  “  Do  not  delibe¬ 
rate,  do  not  indulge  your  attach¬ 
ment  to  the  royal  family,  do  not 
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exerc.ife  a  free  will  in  favour  of  your 
prince  :  wait  for  the  determinations 
of  another  country,  and  echo  them  ; 
wait  for  the  great  feal  of  that  coun¬ 
try7',  yrour  rightful  fovereign,  and 
regifter  and  recite  its  decrees, ’* 
Such  language  as  that  of  the  attor¬ 
ney  general,  if  really  addreffed  to 
them  by  the  Britiffi  nation,  would 
not  fail  to  excite  their  fevereft ’refent¬ 
ment.  Mr.  Grattan  would  be  con¬ 
tent  to  baniffi  for  a  moment  the 
principles  of  public  virtue,  allegi¬ 
ance  and  patriotifm  :  yet,  as  the 
nation  was  unfortunately  imbued 
with  thefe  principles,  they  ought  to 
capitulate  with  virtues  they  could 
not  extirpate.  In  {lead  of  making 
the  connedlion  with  England  a  topic 
of  mortification,  they  ought  to  teil 
their  countrymen,  that  their  con¬ 
nection  with  Great  Britain  was  the 
fource  of  their  liberty;  that  all  their 
paffions  and  interefts  could  in  this 
connection  moft  completely  be  gra¬ 
tified  ;  that  the  bold  eft  exercife  of 
freedom,  andthenobleft  indulgence 
of  loyalty,  were  perfectly  conforma¬ 
ble  to  its  dictates. 

The  propositions  of  Mr.  Grattan 
and  Mr.  Conolly  were  voted  on  the 
fame  evening  ;  and  on  the  day  fol¬ 
lowing  an  addrefs  to  the  prince  of 
Wales,  containing  the  fubftance  of 
the  fecond  refolution,  was  adopted 
by  the  majority,  and  fent  to  the 
houfe  of  lords  for  their  concurrence. 
That  houfe  had  previoufly  deter¬ 
mined  to  take  the  regency  into  con- 

*  •  O  v 

lideration  on  the  thirteenth,  two 
days  later  than  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  ;  and  the  addrefs  being  now 
before  them,  was  immediately  made 
the  topic  of  difeuffion.  The  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  houfe  coincided  in  the  4 
addrefs  of  the  commons  ;  but  then- 
arguments  took  fomewhat  a  different 
turn.  It  was  maintained  by  lord 
vifeount  Lifford,  lord  chancellor, 

3  lord 


4  * 


BRITISH  AND 


lord  Earlsfort,  lord  chief  juftice  of 
the  court  of  King’s  Bench,  and  lord 
Pery,  late  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of 
commons,  with  great  peremptori- 
ncfs,  that  the  propofed  addrefs  was 
altogether  illegal,  incapable  of  con¬ 
ferring  authority,  and  that  to  yield 
obedience  to  it  was  totally  irrecon- 
cileable  to  the  oath  of  allegiance. 
There  was  nothing  in  the  houfe  of 
lords  to  encounter  thefe  arguments, 
that  can  enter  into  competition  with 
the  overpowering  eloquence  of  Grat¬ 
tan,  the  rhetorical  fertility  of  Cur¬ 
ran,  or  the  logical  fubtlety  and 
acutenefs  of  the  fecretary  of  date. 
Of  confequence,  the  leaders  of  op- 
polition,  among  whom  the  duke  of 
JLeinfter,  and  doctor  Agar  arch- 
bifhop  of  Calhel,  were  the  mo  ft  con- 
ipicuous,  confented  to  regard  the 
addrefs  of  the  Irfth  parliament,  like 
that  which  had  lately  been  voted  in 
England,  as  merely  intended  to  call 
upon  the  prince  of  Wales  to  declare 
whether  he  would  accept  the  func¬ 
tions  of  regency,  which  in  that 
cafe  muft  afterwards  be  conferred 
upon  him  by  a£t  of  parliament.  An 
amendment  was  propofed  and  adopt¬ 
ed  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  expreffing 
their  grateful  fenfe  of  the  virtues 
of  the  houfe  of  Brunfwic,  and 
condoling  with  ihe  prince  upon  the 
malady  of  the  belt  of  fovereigns  ; 
and  the  meafure  was  finally  adopted 
after  two  days  debate  by  a  majority 
of  45  to  26.  Among  its  fupporters 
was  the  earl  of  Charlemont,  who 
had  the  honour  to  be  confidered  as 
the  original  patron  of  Mr.  Grattan  : 
and  the  earls  of  Shannon  and  Ty¬ 
rone,  remarkable  for  the  extent  of 
their  property,  and  the  comprehen- 
fiveneis  of  their  influence,  voted, 
the  former  in  favour  of,  and  the  lat¬ 
ter  againft  the  addrefs. 

When  it  was  returned  to  the  houfe 
of  commons,  Mr.  Fitzgibbon  re¬ 


urged  the  majority  with  the  au¬ 
thorities  of  the  lord  chancellor,  and 
lord  chief  juftice  ;  but,  as  the  lords 
had  made  no  alteration  expreflive  of 
the  fentiments  that  had  occurred  in 
their  debate,  and  as  the  amendment 
was  purely  complimentary,  it  was 
adopted  without  opposition.  The  ad¬ 
drefs  was  carried  up  to  the  lord  lieu¬ 
tenant  on  the  nineteenth  of  Februa¬ 
ry:  the  houfe  of  commons,  after  feve- 
ral  delays,  prompted  by  the  fituation 
of  affairs,  having  at  length  complied 
on  the  preceding  day  with  the  in- 
ftigations  of  rainiftry,  and  voted  a 
fupply  to  the  executive  government. 

The  anfwer  of  the  marquis  of 
Buckingham  to  the  application  of 
the  two  houfes  of  parliament,  re¬ 
queuing  him  to  tranfmit  their  ad¬ 
drefs  to  the  prince  of  Wales,  was 
fomewhat  extraordinary.  He  faid 
that,  u  under  the  impreffions  he  felt 
of  his  official  duty,  and  of  the  oath 
he  had  taken  as  chief  governor  of 
Ireland,  he  was  obliged  to  refufe  his 
compliance.  He  could  not  confider 
himfelf  as  warranted  to  lay  a  refeript 
before  the  prince  of  Wales,  which 
profeffed  to  confer  upon  him  the 
fovereign  authority,  at  a  time  when 
there  was  no  law  authoriling  him  to 
accept  the  donation.”  Both  houfes 
of  parliament  met  on  the  following 
day  to  confider  of  this  anfwer  ;  and, 
as  the  marquis  of  Buckingham  had 
declined  to  tranfmit  the  addrefs,  they 
determined  to  appoint  fix  commif- 
fioners,  the  duke  of  JLeinfter  and 
the  earl  of  Charlemont  on  the  part 
of  the  lords,  to  prefent  the  ad¬ 
drefs  immediately  to  the  prince. 

Having  adopted  this  meafure,  the 
two  houies  proceeded  to  vote,  that, 
in  addreffing  the  prince  of  Wales, 
they  had  exercifed  an  undoubted 
right,  and  difeharged  an  indifpen- 
fible  duty  ;  and  that  the  lord  lieu¬ 
tenant’s  anfwer  contained  an  un¬ 
warranted 
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warranted  and  unconftitutional  cen- 
fure  on  their  proceedings.  By  fome 
it  was  afterted,  that  the  refufal  of 
the  marquis  of  Buckingham  was  in 
its  own  nature  a  fevere  wound  to 
the  conftitution  ;  and  that  it  was  in 
the  higheft  degree  abfurd  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  their  chief  governor  could 
relufe  to  take  cognizance  of  a  foleran 
refolution  of  the  two  houfes  of  par¬ 
liament.  In  reply  to  this  it  was 
alleged,  that  every  man  was  a  judge 
for  himfelf  of  his  obligation  and 
his  oatiT ;  and  that  the  lord  lieute¬ 
nant  received  fecret  inftrudlions, 
which  his  htuation  obliged  him  to 
obey,  and  with  which  that  houfe 
was  unacquainted.  The  example 
of  Mr.  Ponfonby,  late  fpeaker  of 
the  houfe  of  commons,  was  quoted, 
who  in  the  year  1771  had  refilled 
from  a  principle  of  judgment  to 
carry  up  an  addrefs  to  lord  Townf- 
hend,  and  who  upon  that  occafion 
had  been  applauded  for  the  inde¬ 
pendence  of  his  mind.  This  reafon- 
ing  appears  to  have  been  admitted 
by  the  parliamentary  leaders;  and 
Mr.  Curran  acknowledged,  that, 
had  the  lord  lieutenant  confined  him¬ 
felf  to  a  limple  refufal,  he  would  not 
have  expofed  himfelf  to  blame.  But 
lie  had  proceeded  to  cenfurethe  con¬ 
duct  of  the  two  houfes.  If  the  king 
refufed  his  affent  to  a  bill,  be  did  it 
in  the  model!  language  of  doubt, 
il  le  roi  s’avifera  but  the  pride  of 
mock  majelly  and  burlefque  royalty 
was  not  contented  without  throw¬ 
ing  a  ftigma  upon  the  legiflature. 
He  compared  the  lord  lieutenant’s 
anfwer  with  the  language  of  the 
prince  of  Wales  in  his  reply  to  Mr. 
Pitt.  “  Concerning  the  fteps  already 
taken  by  Mr.  Pitt,  the  prince  is 
filent  ;  nothing  done  by  the  two 
houfes  of  parliament  can  be  a 
proper  fubjedt  of  his  animadver- 
Ji'gii.” 


Mr.  Fitzgibbon  embraced  this 
opportunity  of  reinforcing  his  ar¬ 
guments  upon  the  propriety  of  the 
meafure.  He  quoted  the  a 61  of  an¬ 
nexation  of  king  Henry  the  Eighth* 
by  which  the  king  of  England  was 
declared  to  be  ipfo  fadlo  king  of 
Ireland,  and  every  aflertion  to  the 
contrary  adjudged  to  be  treafon. 
Let  not  any  man  tell  him,  that  the 
adf  fpoke  of  a  king,  and  not  of  a 
regent ;  it  was  not  the  mere  name 
of  king,  it  was  not  the  ring  of  gold 
that  encircled  the  monarch’s  head, 
that  was  the  objed  of  the  law  ;  its 
intention  was,  that  the  chief  execu¬ 
tive  magiftrate  fhould  in  all  cafes 
and  for  ever  be  the  fame.  Mr.  Fitz¬ 
gibbon  appealed  to  the  members  pof- 
feffing  great  landed  property,  and 
obferved,  that  the  fecurity  of  that 
property  depended  upon  the  connec¬ 
tion  with  Britain.  The  ancient  no¬ 
bility  and  gentry  of  the  kingdom,  he 
laid,  had  been  hardly  treated  ;  and  the 
adl  by  which  molt  of  the  perfons  that 
heard  him  held  their  efcates,  was  an 
adf  palpably  fubverfive  of  the  firft: 
principles  of  the  common  law.  The 
old  proprietors  had,  by  the  acf  of 
fettle  me  nt  of  king  Charles  the  Se¬ 
cond,  been  reduced  to  the  neceffity 
of  proving  that  they  had  not  been 
guilty  of  high  treafon ;  and  the 
eftates  of  every  man  who  could  not 
exhibit  this  proof  were  confifcated 
to  the  crown.  It  was  by  grants 
fubfequent  to  this  confifcation  that 
the  greater  part  of  eftates  were  at 
prefent  held.  If,  therefore,  the  two 
houfes  of  parliament  were  in  a  mo¬ 
ment  ofphrenzy  to  facrifice  their  con¬ 
nection  with  the  crown  in  purfuit 
of  paradoxical  phantoms,  they  might 
perhaps  live  to  fee  Ireland  indebted 
once  more  for  the  reftoration  of  her 
civil  and  religious  liberties  to  a  Bri- 
tifh  army. 

The  arguments  of  Mr.  Fitzgib¬ 
bon 
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bon  appeared  to  have  made  fome  irn- 
preffion  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
houfe.  Mr.  Grattan  thought  proper 
to  obferve,  that  there  was  every  rea- 
fon  to  believe  that  the  prince  of 
Wales  would  be  invefted  with  the 
Vnglifh  regency  before  the  arrival  of 
the  commiiiioners  ;  and  Mr.  Conob 
ly,  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  com- 
miffion,  declared  that  he  fhould  al¬ 
ways  keep  in  view  the  neceffity  of 
there  beingf  but  one  head  of  the  em- 
pire,  and  that  he  was  ready  at  any 
time  to  rifle  his  fortune  and  his  life 
in  fupoort  of  this  principle. 

The  meafures  on  the  fubjedt  of  the 
regency  had  fcarcely  been  brought 
to  the  conclusion  we  have  deferibed, 
before  it  began  to  be  iuipedted  that 
the  whole  of  them  was  likely  to  be 
fuperfeded  by  the  fudden  and  un¬ 
expected  recovery  of  the  fovereign. 
The  royal  phyficians  had  on  the 
twelfth  announced  him  to  be  in  a 
flate  of  progreffive  amendment ;  and, 
the  favourable  fyrnptoms  increafmg, 
they  changed  their  ftyle  on  thefeven- 
teeiith  for  that  of  convalefcence.  It 
was  not  to  be  expedled  that  a  majo¬ 
rity  compofed  of  fo  heterogeneous 
materials  as  that  now  exiiling  in  the 
two  houfes  of  the  Irifh  parliament, 
could  maintain  itfelf  in  defiance  of 
fuch  an  event.  In  reality,  the  effedts 
arifing  from  this  change  in  the  ilate 
of  affairs,  difplayed  themfelves  with 
aftonifhing  rapidity  ;  and  in  the 
houfe  of  lords,  even  in  the  vote  of 
cenfure  on  the  marquis  of  Bucking¬ 
ham,  paffed  on  the  fame  day  on 
which  they  had  appointed  comrrfif- 
froners,  the  oppofition  faw  itfelf  re¬ 
duced  to  a  majority  of  fix.  In  the 
houfe  of  commons,  after  a  iingle 
experiment  on  the  fecond  day  of 
the  fefiion,  adminiflration  had  poli¬ 
tically  forborne  for  fourteen  days  to 
urge  the  houfe  to  a  divifion.  But 


on  the  night  of  appointing  commif- 
fioners  they  had  three  times  infilled 
upou  the  votes  being  counted,  and 
each  time  with  increafing  numbers. 

Various  expedients  were  adopted 
by  the  leaders  of  the  ruling  party, 
to  prevent,  if  pofiible,  the  fudden 
termination  of  their  power.  Mr. 
Grattan  thought  proper  to  move  in 
the  committee  of  fupply,  that  the 
money  voted  for  the  payment  of  the 
public  creditors  fiiould  be  granted 
for  one  year,  but  that  the  fupply 
for  the  different  ellablifhments  fhould 
only  be  voted  for  two  and  three 
months  refpedtively.  The-  reafons 
afiigned  for  this  propolition  were, 
both  that  a  fhort  money  bill  would 
give  leifure  to  the  houfe  to  adopt 
thofe  plans  of  economy  which  had 
already  been  fuggelted;  and  that,  as 
they  were  upon  terms  of  open  va¬ 
riance  with  the  lord  lieutenant,  it 
became  them  to  guard  againfl  the 
effects  of  his  hollility.  He  might 
otherwife  fuddenly  prorogue  them, 
as  lord  Townfhend  had  done  in  a 
cafe  of  fimilar  altercation,  or  might 
even  put  an  end  to  their  exiflence 
by  a  diffohition.  Mr.  Fitzgibbon 
endeavoured  to  {hew  the  infufficiency 
of  thefe  reafons.  He  recolledted  lord 
Townfhend’s  prorogation  ;  and  he 
recollebled  that  the  next  time  par¬ 
liament-met  they  voted  him  an  ad- 
drefs  of  thanks,  which  coll  the  na¬ 
tion  half  a  million  of  money.  He 
hoped  he  fhould  never  again  fee 
fuch  effedls  from  party  ;  he  hoped 
he  fhould  never  again  fee  half  a 
million  of  the  people’s  money  em¬ 
ployed  to  procure  an  addrefs  from 
their  reprefentatives. — Mr.  Grat¬ 
tan’s  motions  were  carried  in  one 
inllance,  on  the  twenty-fifth,  by  a 
majority  of  twenty  ;  and  in  another, 
on  the  twenty-fixth,  by  a  majority  of 
fifteen. 


A  no- 


Another  expedient  employed  by 
©ppofition  was,  the  drawing  up  a 
paper  of  affociation,  by  which  thole 
members  of  either  houfe  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  who  had  in  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  fell! on  oppofed  the  ad- 
minillration  of  the  marquis  of  Buck¬ 
ingham,  Ihould  exprefs  the  objedts 
they  had  in  view,  and  declare  their 
refolution  to  perfid  in  them,  Thefe 
objedts  were  faid  to  be,  to  fupport 
the  only  conftitutional  mode  of  ap¬ 
pointing  a  regent  for  that  kingdom  ; 
to  refill  an  attack  meditated  by  ad- 
minidtation  upon  the  vitals  of  the 
conftitntion,  by  letting  in  the  third 
ellate  of  another  kingdom  to  legif- 
late  for  Ireland  ;  and  to  oppofe  the 
dangerous  principle,  that  the  royal 
affent  to  Irifh  a£ls  of  parliament  was 
given  under  the  authority  of  the  mo¬ 
narch  of  England,  andthat  theftatute 
regent  of  England  could  appoint  a 
lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  in  defi¬ 
ance  of  the  ftatute  regent  of  that  king¬ 
dom. This  paper  was  mentioned  in  the 
houfe  of  commons,  and  treated  with 
great  afperity  by  Mr.  Fitzgibbon, 
and  defended  by  Mr.  Grattan.  Mr. 
Fitzgibbon  faid,  that  it  was  a  mea- 
fure  founded  in  refentment  and  fac¬ 
tion,  and  a  combination  of  a  nature 
not  lefs  illegal  than  that  for  which  cer- 
tain  journeymen  were  now  fullering 
in  Newgate  ;  and  for  which,  had  it 
been  dir^dled  againll  a  tithe  prodtor, 
the  combining  parties  would,  by 
laws  of  their  own  making,  be  con¬ 
demned  to  be  whipped  at  a  cart’s 
tail. 

There  were  other  objects  that 
had  been  in  the  contemplation  of 
oppofition  at  the  beginning  of  the 
feffion,  and  that  were  held  out  as  a 
lure  to  draw  the  country  gentlemen 
to  their  dandard.  Thefe  were,  a 
refolution  condemning  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  abfentees  to  the  polfelfion  or 


reverfion  of  the  great  offices  of  date  ; 
a  bill  to  limit  the  amount  of  pen- 
lions,  and  to  difqualify  perrfioners 
during  pleafure  from  fitting  and 
voting  in  the  houfe  of  commons ;  a 
bill  for  reilraining  revenue  officers 
from  voting  at  elections  ;  and  a 
bill  for  reforming  and  amending  the 
fydem  of  police  which  had  a  few 
years  before  been  eftablifhed  in  that 
country,  and  which  was  regarded 
with  jealoufy  and  didike  by  the  ad-‘ 
vocates  of  liberty. 

On  the  third  of  March  Mr,  Grat¬ 
tan  made  the  firft  of  thefe  motions 
on  the  fubjedt  of  abfentee  officers. 
The  perfonality  and  acrimony  which 
broke  out  in  the  courfe  of  the  de¬ 
bate  upon  this  morion,  particularly 
between  Mr.  Grattan  and  fome 
members  of  the  miniderial  party, 
fufficiently  announced  the  defeat  of 
his  own  meafures,  and  the  triumph 
of  his  opponents.,  Mr.  Curran  urged 
with  great  eloquence  upon  the  per- 
fons  with  whom  he  a6led  the  necef- 
fity  of  perfeverance.  It  was  now  in¬ 
cumbent  upon  them  to  fiiew  whether 
they  had  been  joined  in  the  bafe 
purfuit  of  private  intered,  or  their 
objedt  was  the  public  good  ;  wbe-* 
ther  they  had  craftily  fpeculated  for 
office,  or  were  connedted  by  princi¬ 
ple.  If  they  now  deferted  the  caufe 
they  had  avowed,  if  they  fhrunk 
from  the  work  in  which  they  were 
engaged,  they  mud  for  ever  lofe 
their  good  name  with  each  other, 
and  with  their  country.  They  would 
regain  no  credit  with  the  viceroy, 
but  would  appear  to  all  mankind  the 
deferters  of  his  danger  and  the  adu¬ 
lators  of  his  profpe-rity  ;  they  would 
fall  into  the  baled  fpecies  of  fervi- 
tude,  fince 'there  could  be  no  re¬ 
conciliation  between  the  angry  ty¬ 
rant  and  the  revolted  lave,  except 
on  the  compadt  that  puts  the  tyrant 
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beyond  the  reach  of  fear,  and  ft  rips 
the  Have  of  the  poflibility  of  hope. 
The  motion  was  rejected  by  a  majo¬ 
rity  of  nine. 

It  was  neceffary  however,  that 
thofe  perfons,  who  in  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  feffion  had  pro- 
mifed  fo  much  and  ventured  fo  far, 
fhould  preferve  forne  appearance  of 
confiftency.  They  were  influenced 
in  lome  degree  perhaps  by  the  fenfe 
of  iliame.  They  did  not  yet  know 
whether  by  the  daringnefs  of  their 
conduct  they  had  not  irritated  the 
Englifk  government  beyond  the 
reach  of  forgivenefs  ;  and  they  were 
aware,  that,  by  maintaining  an  ap¬ 
pearance  of  firmnefs  and  perfeve- 
rance,  they  would  render  that  go¬ 
vernment  lefs  willing  to  expofe  it- 
felf  to  their  adfive  animoflty.  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  the  penfion  bill  made  its 
way  through  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  ;  and,  upon  a  motion  of  Mr. 
Fitzgibbon  on  the  ninth  of  March, 
for  fufpending  its  farther  progrefs, 
there  appeared  a  majority  of  32  in 
favour  of  the  bill.  It  was  rejected 
in  the  houfe  of  lords,  upon  a  very 
numerous  divifion,  by  a  majority  of 
nine.  The  bills  for  disqualifying 
revenue  officers,  and  for  the  reform 
of  the  police,  were  lefs  formidably 
fupported,  and  were  loft  in  an  earlier 
lfage  of  their  progrefs.  The  com- 
miffioners  of  the  two  houfes  of  the 
Irifli  parliament  arrived  in  London 
on  the  twenty -fifth  of  February, 
and  received  the  final  anfwer  of  the 
prince  of  Wales,  grounded  on  the 
recovery  of  the  fovereign,  on  the 
twelfth  of  March. 

The  adminiftration  of  Mr.  Pitt 
had  been  lefs  fortunate  in  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Ireland  than  in  his  own 
country.  The  unexampled  popu¬ 
larity  that  reconciled  the  people  of 
Great  Britain  to  all  his  meafures, 


and  the  odium  and  fufpicion  that 
had  fallen  upon  his  opponents,  had 
never  in /  any  very  eminent  degree 
communicated  themfelves  to  the 
neighbouring  ifland.  The  defeat  of 
his  commercial  propofitions  in  the 
year  1785  had  left  an  impreffion  of 
refentment  again!!  the  nation  upon 
the  mind  of  the  minifter  ;  and  the 
circumftances,  that  attended  their 
progrefs,  had  perfuaded  the  Irifli  to 
regard  Mr.  Pitt  as  no  cordial  friend 
to  their  liberties  and  conftitution. 
Under  thefe  circumftances  it  was 
thought  advifable  on  the  part  of 
government,  not  to  proceed  to  any 
violent  extremities  with  an  oppofi- 
tion  fo  formidable  as  that  which 
now  exifted  Adminiftration  pre- 
fently  began  to  difplay  a  fpirit  of 
oblivion  and  forgivenefs  ;  and  this 
fpirit  was  not  regarded  with  indif¬ 
ference  by  perfons  entertaining  fa 
great  an  attachment  to  office,  as  the 
majority  of  the  members  of  the  Irifli 
government.  Mott  of  thofe  perfons 
who  had  apprehended  the  refentment 
of  England,  were  permitted  to  retain 
their  lituations  ;  arid  thofe  who  were 
difmifled,  were  either  perfons  of  opu¬ 
lence,  fuch  as  the  duke  of  Leinfter 
and  the  earl  of  Shannon,  to  whom 
the  conlideration  could  be  but  tri¬ 
fling  ;  or,  if  lefts  opulent,  they  were 
permitted  to  confole  themfelves  in 
their  difgrace,  as  is  faid  to  have  been 
the  cafe  with  Mr.  Charles  Sheridan, 
elder  brother  of  the  celebrated  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Englifh  parliament,  with 
a  penfion  equivalent  to  the  profits 
of  their  former  employment.  Mean¬ 
while,  Mr.  Fitzgibbon,  upon  the 
death  of  lord  Lifford,  which  hap¬ 
pened  foon  after,  was  rewarded  for 
his  activity  and  perieveranee  with 
the  office  of  lord  high  chancellor. 
In  order  the  more  completely  to 
obliterate  all  traces  of  the  late  mif- 
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undemanding,  the  houfe  of  com-  feded  in  the  following  Q&ober  by 
mons  was  lent,  foon  after  its  proro-  the  appointment  of  the  earl  of  Weft- 
gation,  to  a  re-ele&ion  ;  and  the  morland  to  the  office  of  lord  lieu- 
marquis  of  Buckingham  was  fuper-  tenant. 


CHAP.  III. 


State  of  Affairs  in  the  Republic  of  Poland,  Savedijls  Arijloeracy  difarmed 
by  the  King,  Turkijh  War .  Taking  of  Belgrade,  Taking  of  Bender, 


THERE  are  few  contefts  of  con¬ 
tending  dates,  that  feem  to 
have  diffufed  their  effedls  more 
widely  than  that  of  Ruffia  and 
Turkey  for  the  poffeffion  of  the 
Crimea.  The  czarina  found  in  the 
late  emperor  of  Germany  a  charac¬ 
ter  moulded  to  her  purpofe,  reftlefs, 
turbulent,  and  fufceptible  through 
all  their  gradations  to  the  goadings 
of  ambition.  A  league  between 
thefe  powers  for  the  deftrudlion  of 
the  Turkifh  empire,  was  not  likely 
to  be  beheld  with  indifference  by 
the  other  powers  of  Europe,  Eng¬ 
land,  who  is  fuppofed  to  have  been 
the  original  incendiary  of  the  war, 
was  anxious,  without  drawing  the 
fword,  to  diredl  the  motions  of  fuch 
countries  as  were  nearer  the  fcene  of 
adlion,  and  expended  by  degrees  to 
accuftom  rival  fovereigns  to  liften 
with  reverence  to  her  dictates.  The 
king  of  Pruffia,  and  Hertzberg 
his  minifter,  were  intoxicated  with 
fckemes  for  extending,  by  means  of 
cabal  and  intrigue,  the  authority  of 
the  court  of  Berlin.  Thefe  haughty 
and  imperious  allies  derived  no  little 
encouragement -from  the  fuccefs  of 
their  firft  undertaking  in  the  revo¬ 
lution  of  Holland.  Meanwhile,  there 
were  other  powers  that  had  a  more 
juftidable  caufe  for  difeontent.  The 
czarina  had  formerly  adted  upon  the 


principle  which  the  allies  had  lately 
efpoufed,  and  perhaps  had  been  even 
lefs  fcrupulous  about  the  means  (he 
employed  than  they  were  inclined 
to  be.  Poland,  Sweden,  Courland 
and  Denmark  had  long  groaned 
under  her  yoke.  With  the  name  and 
appearance  of  independence,  ffie  had 
dictated  to  them  with  an  infolence 
that  is  feidom  employed  even  to 
fubjugated  provinces.  She  fent  forth 
her  viceroys  under  the  denomination 
of  ambaffadors,  and  (he  required  the 
moil  implicit  fubmiffion  to  their  ar¬ 
bitrary  didlates. 

It  was  natural,  that,  in  thefe  coun¬ 
tries,  wherever  the  ardour  of  virtue  or 
the  pride  of  independence  was  to  be 
found,  there  (hould  exift  an  impa¬ 
tience  of  the  yoke,  and  a  willingnefs 
to  embrace  the  opportunity  to  be 
free.  The  event  has  accorded  with 
thefe  reafonings.  Sweden  firft,  and 
Poland  fince,  have  caught  the  dame. 
They  faw  the  czarina  wholly  im- 
merfed  in  her  oriental  undertakings, 
and  deftitute  of  opportunity  to  fup- 
prefs  their  efforts  ;  and  they  deemed 
the  occafion  too  favourable  to  be 
loft.  Catherine  became  the  dupe 
of  vifions  of  ideal  magnificence,  of 
a  throne  to  be  eredted  on  the  borders 
of  the  Euxine,  and  a  dynaffy  of 
Grecian  fovereigns  to  fpring  from 
her  conqueffs ;  and  (he  has  feen  the 

fabric 


BRITISH  AND 


4*» 

fabric  of  defpotifm  over  the  northern 
nations  of  Europe,  which  it  had  been 
the  bufmefs  of  her  life  to  confoli- 
date,  irretrievably  dalhed  into  ruins. 

The  refolute  and  intrepid  exer¬ 
tions  of  the  monarch  of  Sweden 
were  fomewhat  earlier  in  their  ap¬ 
pearance,  becaufe  a  fingle  indivi¬ 
dual  is  capable  of  greater  celerity 
than  the  fcattered  members  of  a  dif- 
united  date.  But  the  grievances  of 
Poland  were  of  greater  magnitude, 
and  her  refentment  of  a  deeper  and 
more  inexpiable  dye.  The  ufurpa- 
tions  of  the  czarina  had  begun  with 
the  election  of  her  prefent  monarch, 
who  was  originally  the  creature  and 
dependent  of  Ruffia,  and  had  been 
forced  upon  the  republic  by  the  ter¬ 
ror  of  Ruffian  arms.  The  civil  war 
of  the  confederates  and  diffidents 
had  next  been  lighted  up  by  her 
machinations,  and  continued  by  the 
perfidious  fupport  die  alternately  ex¬ 
tended  to  the  contending  parties. 
The  partition  of  Poland  which  fol¬ 
lowed  might  have  been  deemed  the 
laft  outrage  of  political  infult,  if 
Ruffia  had  not  prefently  after  re¬ 
fined  upon  her  tyranny,  and  im- 
pofed  through  the  medium  of  her 
ambaffador  a  new  fyftem  of  govern¬ 
ment  upon  the  affembled  nation. 

To  underlland  with  what  feelings 
thefe  invafions  were  regarded  bv  the 
inhabitants  of  Poland,  it  is  neceffary 
to  attend  for  a  moment  to  their  po¬ 
litical  conffitution.  The  fpirit  of 
chivalry  in  this  country  has  furvived 
the  ravages  of  time,  and  is  hill  to  be 
found  attended  with  all  its  original 
virtues  and  defects.  The  Poles  are 
a  nation  of  noblemen.  It  is  of  no 
confequence  that  the  lower  order 
among  them,  that  is,  more  than 
nineteen  twentieths  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants,  are  (laves  ;  the  fpirit  of  free¬ 
dom,  a  depraved  and  baftard  free¬ 
dom,  ffourilhes  in  all  its  vigour  among 


the  reft.  They  .are  proud,  filled  with 
a  high  fenfe  of  honour,  and  impatient 
of  conftraint.  A  Polilh  nobleman  is 
confcious  of  no  fuperior ;  and  it 
was  from  a  refinement  upon  this 
principle,  that,  till  lately,  all  refo- 
lutions,  whether  in  the  provincial  or 
national  affemblies,  were  obliged 
to  be  carried  without  a  diffientient 
voice.  It  is  from  this  principle  alfo, 
that,  though  their  government  be 
the  molt  defpotic  of  all  oligarchies, 
they  apprehend  as  the  mod  dreadful 
of  all  calamities,  the  inflitution  of 
an  ariiiocracy ;  that  is,  they  love 
the  government  of  a  few,  each  to  be 
diredted  by  his  individual  caprice, 
and  in  no  cafe  required  to  fubmit  to 
the  will  of  another.  The  Poles 
have  been,  beyond  perhaps  any  other 
nation  under  heaven,  attached  to 
their  original  conffitution.  Blind 
to  its  weaknefs,  tumultnoufnefs  and 
confunon,  they  adored  the  fyffem 
that  preferved  to  every  man  his 
power  of  adling  as  he  pleafed,  with¬ 
out  confulting  the  inclinations  or 
liftening  to  the  reafons  of  any  power 
upon  the  face  of  the  earth.  But  the 
Ruffians  have  been  altogether  re- 

o 

gardlefs  of  their  darling  prejudices. 
Their  diets  and  dietines  have  been 
furrounded  with  a  military  force, 
feme  of  their  nobility  forced  into 
exile,  and.  others  dragged  from  their 
beds,  and  lent  forth  to  wander  in 
the  deferts  of  Siberia.  Raffly,  by 
the  conffitution  of  1775,  the  cala¬ 
mity  they  moll  dreaded,  the  inflitu- 
tion  of  an  ariftocracy,  was  intro¬ 
duced.  A  permanent  council  was 
eftabliffied  to  fit  during  the  inter¬ 
vals  of  the  diet,  whofe  meetings  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  ancient  rules  were 
biennial,  and  their  period  limited 
to  fix  weeks ;  and  to  this  council 
was  provifionally  referred  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  all  affairs,  civil,  political 
and  military. 
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,  The  ignominioufnefs  of  the  Ruf- 
fian  yoke  was  every  where  felt  and 
deplored  ;  and  the  czarina*  inured 
to  an  arbitrary  proceeding,  and  to¬ 
tally  unconfcious  of  any  difpleafure 
it  was  calculated  to  excite,  gave  new 
vigour  to  the  general  difcontent,  by 
marching  her  troops  in  the  autumn 
of  1787  upon  the.  territories  of  Po¬ 
land,  without  prerriifing ,  even  the 
trifling  ceremony  of  notifying  her 
intention  to  the  exifting  govern¬ 
ment.  Her  ally,  the  emperor  of 
Germany,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
enfuing  year  demanded  of  the  per¬ 
manent  council  a  paflage  :  for  his 
troops  ;  but  that  body,  confcious  of 
the  inefficacy  of  reflltance,  content¬ 
ed  themfelves  with  remarking,  that 
to  confent  to  the  demand  was  a  mea- 
fure  out  of  their  competence ;  and 
fubjoined  a  hope,  that,  if  the  paflage 
were  of  indifpenfible  neceflity,  it 
would  take  place  in  a  manner  leafl: 
injurious  to  the  interefts  of  Poland. 
Meanwhile  a  diftrifl  of  tile  territo¬ 
ries  of  the  republic  was  fixed  upon 
for  the  rendezvous  of  two  large  di- 
viiions  of  the  Imperial  and  Ruffian 
forces  ;  and  Poland  was  reduced,  in 
order  to  preferve  even  the  ffiadow 
of  an  independent  nation,  to  collect 
a  fmall  army  of  obfervatiori  of  about 
fix  thoufand  men  on  the  frontiers  of 
Turkey.  The  Porte,  on  the  other 
hand,  had  always  been  anxious  to 
purchafe  the  friendfhip  of  the  re¬ 
public,  and  now  endeavoured  to  re¬ 
commend  itfelf  to  favour  by  pro- 
feffions  of  moderation  and  good 
will. 

Few  political  projectors  appear 
at  any  time  to  have  fuffered  a  more 
entire  defeat,  than  that  which  in 
this  fituation  was  referred  for  the 
czarina.  She  was  involved  in  the 
moll  total  ignorance  of  the  real  fitu¬ 
ation  of  Poland.  Accuflomed  to 
all  the  tamenefs  of  fubmiffion,  Ike 
179°, 


did  not  fufpedfc,  that  flow,  when  tlic 
nation  was  delivered  from  the  terror 
of  her  arms,  it  would  exhibit  any 
difference  of  character.  The  hol¬ 
low  profeffions  of  attachment  that 
tyranny  extorts,  (lie  regarded  as  af¬ 
fectionate  and  fincere.  Convinced 
that  the  Poles  would  not  dream  of 
refilling  her  authoritative  diffiatesj, 
file  fixed  upon  this  as  a  proper  oc» 
cafion  for  affembling  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  diet,  for  prbpofing  a  confide- 
rable  augmentation  of  the  Polifli 
fortes,  and  fuggefting  to  them  the 
propriety  of  a  mutual  alliance  againfl: 
the  common  enemy  of  the  Chriftian 
religion.  Meanwhile,  not  only  a 
large  proportion  of  the  nobility  were 
indifpofed  to  her  demands,  but  the 
king  of  Pruffia,  who  had  already 
raifed  up  one  enemy  againfl;  her  in 
the  monarch  of  Sweden,  now  exert¬ 
ed  all  the  refources  of  his  policy  to 
prevail  on  the  Polifli  nation  to  throw 
off  her  yoke.  The  talk  was  eafy  ; 
the  Poles  were  fufficiently  happy  to 
find  a  powerful  fovereign  ready  to 
fecond  their  efforts  ;  and  it  foon  be¬ 
came  vifible  what  complexion  affairs 
were  likely  to  affume  in  the  meet¬ 
ing  the  czarina  had  fo  unadvifedly 
occafioned. 

Fully  aflured  in  the  mean  time  of 
the  fuccefs  of  her  mea  hires,  flie  did 
not  even  think  it  neceflary  to  have 
recourfe  to  concealment  5  but  di¬ 
rected  her  ambafiador  at  the  court 
of  Warfaw,  at  the  clofe  of  Augufi: 
1788,  a  Ihort  time  before  the  in¬ 
tended  meeting  of  the  diet,  to  figni- 
fy  to  the  diplomatical  corps  her  in¬ 
tention,  in  compliance  with  the  fug- 
geltion  of  the  king  of  Poland  and 
his  miriilters,  to  contract  an  alliance 
with  the  national  affernbly,  for  the 
foie  purpofe  of  the.  feCurity  of  the 
republic,  and  its'  defence  againfl  the 
common  enemy.  The  king  of  Pruf¬ 
fia  did  not  pafs  over  this  notification 
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in  ftleiice.  He  declared  that  he  re¬ 
garded  the  propofed  meafure  as  to¬ 
tally  unneceffary ;  but  that  at  all 
events  he  conceived  himfelf  as  deep¬ 
ly  interefted  as  any  of  the  neigh¬ 
bouring-  powers  in  the  prefervation 
of  the  Polifli  territories,  and  there¬ 
fore,  if  it  were  perfifted  in,  fhould 
be  obliged  to  demand  a  fimilar  re¬ 
newal  of  his  own  treaties  with  that 
government.  He  proceeded  to  di¬ 
rect  his  ambaflador  to  proteft  before 
the  permanent  council  againll  an 
alliance  fo  contrary  to  the  true  in- 
tereft  and  fafety  of  the  republic. 
At  the  fame  time  the  troops  of 
Pruffia  were  put  in  motion,  and  the 
king  appeared  ready  to  fupport  the 
party  he  had  taken  by  force  of  arms. 
The  czarina  was  convinced,  though 
late,  of  the  ueceffity  of  lowering 
her  pretenfions  ;  and  a  meffenger 
arrived  from  Peterfburgh  at  War- 
faw  on  the  fivfl  of  October,  with  a 
declaration,  that  ihe  defiled  from 
the  propofed  alliance,  and  delired 
to  leave  the  Hates  of  the  republic 
free  and  uninfluenced  in  their  deli¬ 
berations. 

The  diet  affembled  on  the  fixth ; 
and  the  Ruffian  ambaflador,  who  on 
former  occasions  had  been  accui- 
tomed  imperioufly  to  dictate  their 
refolutions,  remaining  quiet,  the 
king  and  the  leading  members  feem- 
ed  for  a  moment  to  be  left  without 
interruption  to  adopt  fuch  plans  as 
their  difcr'etion  fhould  dictate  to 
them.  It  was  ufual  in  this  lituation 
for  the  diet  to  come  to  a  prelimi¬ 
nary  vote,  enumerating  the  feveral 
topics  they  intended  to  difcufs.  The 
only  important  article  that  entered 
into  this  analyfis  was  the  augmenta¬ 
tion  of  the  army.  Meanwhile  the 
lying  of  Pruffia,  deeming  himfelf 
fuffioiently  authorifed  by  the  notifi¬ 
cation  made  by  the  emprefs  of  Ruf- 
xia  to  the  diplomatical  corps,  waited 


only  till  the  preliminary  ceremonies 
of  the  diet  fhould  be  adjufted,  in 
order  to  communicate  to  them  his 
fentiments  upon  the  fubjedl  of  their 
meeting. 

In  his  memorial  he  declared  his 
explicit  difapprobarion  of  the  pro- 
jetft  of  an  alliance  with  Ruffia,  for 
the  purpofe  of  fecuring  the  integri¬ 
ty  of  the  Polifli  dominions.  The 
fufpicion  had  thus  early  been  con¬ 
ceived  againft  him  of  a  defign  of 
adding  the  cities  of  Dantzic  and 
Thorn  to  his  hereditary  dominions  ; 
and  he  did  not  fcruple,  as  the  em¬ 
peror  had  done  in  the  cafe  of  the 
exchange  of  Bavaria,  to  treat  the 
report  as  a  malicious  calumny,  in¬ 
jurious  to  the  ftneerity  of  his  cha¬ 
racter,  and  the  dignity  of  his  poli¬ 
tical  fyftem.  But,  if  the  projected 
alliance  did  not  point  at  him,  what 
purpofe,  he  afked,  was  it  intended 
to  anfwer  ?  It  was  abfurd  to  fup- 
pofe  that  the  czarina  was  guarding 
againft  her  own  future  ufurpations, 
or  thoie  of  her  imperial  ally.  Was 
Turkey  then  the  objedt  file  had  in 
view  ?  Every  enlightened  citizen  of 
the  republic  would  readily  perceive, 
how  difficult,  or  rather  impoffible 
it  was  for  them  to  defend  theircoun- 
try  againft  a  neighbour,  fo  advan- 
tageoufly  fituated,  fo  powerful,  and 
fo  fortunate.  Nor  could  the  king 
be  indifferent  to  a  proceeding,  mif- 
chievous  not  only  to  Poland,  but 
which  threatened  the  tranquillity  of 
his  own  dominions,  and  would  not 
fail  to  fpread  more  extenftvely  the 
devaftations  of  war.  He  had  no 
ohjedlion  to  the  augmentation  of 
the  army,  and  the  putting  the  forces 
of  the  republic  into  a  refpedlable 
condition  ;  but  he  requefled  them  to 
confider,  whether  any  augmenta¬ 
tion  under  the  prelent  circumftances 
might  not  tend  to  involve  them,  in 
fpite  of  themfelves,  in  the  contefts  of 
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the  belligerent  powers*  Finally,  if 
a  llridler  alliance  with  Ruffia  were 
adopted,  he  Ihould  be  obliged  to  de¬ 
mand  a  fimilar  hipulation  on  his 
part ;  and  if  all  thefe  amicable  re- 
prefentations  and  propofals  were 
palled  over  in  filence,  in  that  cafe 
the  king  invited  every  true  citizen 
and  genuine  patriot  to  unite  with 
him ;  and  promifed  every  necelfary 
alii  {lance,  and  the  moll  powerful 
fupport,  to  maintain  the  independ¬ 
ence,  the  liberty  and  the  well-being 
of  the  republic. 

The  Ruffian  party,  at  the  head  of 
which  were  the  king  and  his  mini- 
llers,  and  which  was  fuppofed  to 
have  no  equivocal  influence  in  the 
permanent  council,  did  not  fubrnit 
without  a  llruggle  to  the  afcend- 
ancy  of  their  adverfaries.  They 
endeavoured  to  obtain  a  priority  to 
the  deliberation  refpedling  the  army 
to  all  other  confiderations  ;  but  the 
majority  infilled  with  vehemence 
upon  giving  an  immediate  hearing 
to  the  memorial  of  the  Pruffian  mo¬ 
narch.  A  few  days  later  than  this, 
they  exerted  themfelves  to  fecure  a 
material  point,  by  taking  the  military 
department  out  of  the  committee  of 
the  permanent  council,  which  was  at 
prelent  invefted  with  it,  and  con¬ 
fiding  it  to  a  new  board  to  be  ap¬ 
pointed  for  that  purpofe.  The 
quellion  for  this  purpofe  was  carried 
in  the  negative  on  the  fixteenth  of 
Qdlober.  The  aecifion  was  how¬ 
ever  attended  with  fymptoms  fuffi- 
ciently  alarming  to  the  partifans  of 
Ruffia.  It  was  cullomary  with  the 
diet,  in  all  contelled  queltions,  to 
make  their  determination  fir  11  by 
open  voting,  and  then  by  ballot ;  a 
cuRom  accurately  calculated  at  once 
for  the  exhibition  and  the  dilfemi- 
nation  of  folly  and  vice.  In  the 
former  mode  the  majority  again  11 
the  motion  amounted  to  fifty  or 
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fixty  voices ;  but  the  fecret  decilion 
reduced  this  majority  to  feven. 

The  twentieth  inllant,  which  had 
been  fixed  upon  for  the  moll  im¬ 
portant  difcuffions,  was  attended 
with  uncommon  and  unlooked  for 
unanimity.  The  anfwer  to  the  king 
of  Pruffia’s  memorial  was  drawn  up 
with  fo  much  moderation  and  good 
fenfe,  as  to  obtain  the  concurrence 
of  the  royal  party.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  vote  for  augmenting  the 
army  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred 
thoufand  men  was  approved  by  the 
adverfaries  of  Ruffia  ;  either  be¬ 
cause  they  preferred  what  they 
deemed  to  be  the  true  interelis  of 
their  country  to  the  fuggellions  of 
their  foreign  ally  ;  or  that  the  king 
of  Pruffia,  while  he  l'eemed  to  con¬ 
demn  the  meafure,  was  not  in  reali¬ 
ty  averfe  to  their  letting  on  foot  a 
military  force  that  might  deprive 
the  czarina  of  every  hope  of  re¬ 
covering  her  afcendancy  in  that 
country. 

The  unanimity  that  prevailed  was 
of  ffiort  duration.  The  opponents 
of  the  party  of  the  czarina  felt  their 
power,  and  were  determined  to  exert 
it.  The  feafon  of  the  year  gave  the 
full  occafion  to  their  declamations. 
As  winter  approached,  it  became 
more  likely  that  the  allied  armies 
would  take  up  their  quarters  for  that 
feafon  in  the  territories  of  Poland. 
A  fufpicion  like  this  became  the 
fubjedl  of  vehement,  inveilivc,  and 
was  reprefented  as  the  confurnma* 
tion  of  that  imperious  infolence, 
which  had  firfb  induced  the  two 
powers  arbitrarily  to  march  their 
forces  into  the  provinces  of  the  re¬ 
public.  Inflamed  with  thefe  fenti- 
ments,  they  proceeded  on  the  lall 
day  of  the  month  to  vote  a  remon- 
flranee  to  the  emperor,  refpedling 
certain  exadlions  and  irregularities 
that  were  Paid  to  be  committed  by 
I)  2  his 
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his  troops.  But  the  moil  decifive 
meafure  of  the  diet  was  that  of  the 
third  of  November,  by  which  they 
took  from  the  prefent  executive  go¬ 
vernment  the  department  of  war  ;  a 
queftion  that  was  again  decided  in 
favour  of  the  king  by  a  fin  all  majo¬ 
rity,  but  upon  the  ballot  was  carried 
againft  him. 

The  Ruffian  ambaffadoi*  was  ho 
fooner  informed  of  this  vote,  than 
he  conceived  it  difgraceful  to  him 
any  longer  to  remain  idle.  Having 
previoufly  been  inftrudted  by  his 
court,  he  delivered  a  note  to  the 
diet,  complaining  of  their  having  in¬ 
fringed  upon*  the  confiitution  of 
1  775»  warning  them  of  certain  pro¬ 
jects  calculated  for  the  utter  fubverfion 
of  the  exifting  government*  and  de¬ 
claring  that,  if  thefe  projects  were 
carried  into  execution,  his  fovereign 
would  find  herfelf  obliged  wholly  to 
renounce  the  friendfhip  fire  had  hi¬ 
therto  entertained  for  the  republic. 

This  admonition  was  by  no  means 
attended  with  the  effets  expeted 
from  it.  It  was  received  on- the  part 
of  the  majority  with  all  the  vehe¬ 
mence  of  indignation.  In  vain  did 
the  king  endeavour  in  fome  degree 
to  item  the  torrent.  In  vain  did  lie 
expatiate  on  the  facrednefs  of  trea¬ 
ties,  and  the  juft  refentment  to 
which  they  would  expofe  themfelves 
by  their  violation  ;  or  deferibe  the 
friendly  intentions  that  were  now 
entertained  by  Raffia,  and  the 
dreadful  effedts  that  might  follow 
from  her  difpleafture.  At  length 
having  ufelefsly  fought  by  his  ex- 
poftulations  to  produce  fome  irn- 
preffion  upon  the  alterably,.  he 
abruptly  adjourned  them  to  an  early 
day  in  the  following  week. 

The  interval  was  not  fpent  in  in¬ 
activity  by  the  partisans  of  Pruffia. 
The  adjournment  had  been  preci¬ 
pitated  by  the  interference  of  a  de- 
Jt 


putation  to  the  king  from  the  lowest 
houfe  of  affenlbly,  requiring  his  af- 
fent  to  certain  propofitions,  upon 
pain  of  being  regarded  as  a  peti¬ 
tioner  of  Ruffia,  and  treated  ac¬ 
cordingly.  No  fooner  did  they  re¬ 
turn  e  their  fittings,  than  they  voted 
a  prolongation  of  the  diet  for  four 
weeks  beyond  the  period  of  its  or¬ 
dinary  exiftence.  At  the  fame  time 
a  more  important  project  was  enter¬ 
tained,  and  had  for  fome  time  been 
in  contemplation,  amounting  to  no 
lefs  than  an  abolition  of  the  narrow 
period  to  which  the  diet  was  at  pre¬ 
fent  cireufnfcribed,  and  rendering 
the  fitting  of  the  national  aftembly 
permanent  and  uninterrupted. 

On  the  fifteenth  of  November  an 
anfwer  was  voted  to  the  note  of  the 
Ruffian  ambaflador.  In  this  anfwer 
the  diet  difclaimed  the  imputation 
of  any  improvement  of  their  confti- 
tution  being  regarded  as  an  infrac¬ 
tion  of  treaties.  That  aftembly  was- 
independent  in  its  fovereignty,  and, 
like  every  other  legiflative  power* 
could  never  be  rendered  accountable 
for  the  abolition  of  old  laws,  or  the 
introduction  of  new  ones.  They 
had  therefore  a  complete  right  tor 
annihilate  the  war  committee  of  the 
permanent  council.  If  the  ambaf- 
fador  alluded  to  the  general  opi-  ) 
nion  of  the  nation  in  favour  of  a 
permanent  diet,  fueh  a  meafure* 
they  obferved,  far  from  being  a  fub¬ 
verfion  of  the  government,  which 
eftentially  veiled  in  the  national  af- 
fembly,  might  perhaps  be  regarded 
as  an  improvement  and  purification 
of  it.  They  Hated  the  czarina’s: 
threat  of  renouncing  their  friendftiiiy 
as  having  excited  in  them  thelivelieft 
fenfibility  ;  and  they  declared  that 
fuch  an  event  would  be  a  fignal  of 
general  calamitv  and  affliction  to  the 
republic.  Finally,  they  added  to 
their  anfwer  a  requeft,  that  (lie 
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ivoulcl  direct  her  troops  to  evacuate 
the  territories  of  Poland. 

The  king  of  Pruffia  alfo  embraced 
the  occafion  afforded  by  the  Ruffian 
declaration,  to  communicate  his  fen- 
timents  refpeCting  the  proceedings 
of  the  diet.  He  learned  with  plea- 
lure  that  that  affembly,  in  their  vote 
of  the  third -of  November,  had  regu¬ 
lated  the  fuperintendence  of  their 
military  forces  in  a  manner  calcu¬ 
lated  to  fecure  the  independence  of 
the  republic,  and  to  remove,  more 
effectually  than  could  have  been 
done  by  any  other  mode,  the  poffi- 
bility  of  arbitrary  ah  Life  s  and  foreign 
interference.  He  trufted  they  would 
never  be  induced  to  facrifice  fo  ef- 
fential  a  point  -by  any  pretence 
drawn  from  the  fuppofed  hoflility 
of  treaties,  efpecially  when  they  re¬ 
collected  the  enormous  abufes  tliev 
had  recently  difcovered.  He  was 
hhnfelf  engaged  by  treaty  to  gua¬ 
rantee  the  welfare  of  the  republic  ; 
but  this  fiiould  always  induce  him 
to  proteCt,  rather  than  abridge,  the 
freedom  of  their  deliberations  :  and 
.he  flattered  himfelf,  the  diet  would 
.give  him  credit  for  the  fmcerity 
of  thefe  profeffions,  notwithstanding 
the  infidious  declamations  of  a  few 
individuals,  whefe  finifter  intentions 
did  not  permit  them  to  fpare  the  re¬ 
putation  either  of  the  living  or  the 
bead. 

The  emprefs  of  Rufiia,  though 
taken  by  furprife  in  the  affair  of 
Poland,  was  not  flow  in  perceiving 
•the  real  nature  of  the  fituation,  and 
adapted  her  meafures  accordingly, 
finable  at  prefer t  to  undertake  a 
.war  upon  this  ground,  her  only  bu- 
finefs  was  concelhon  ;  and  it  was 
incumbent  upon  her  to  proportion 
the  magnitude  of  her  conceffions,  to 
the  degree  of  inflexibility  difcovered 
by  the  diet,  and  the  degree  of  firm- 
$efs  with  which  they  were  fupport- 
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ed  by  their  new  proteCtor,  Even 
previoufiy  to  the  meeting  of  the 
affembly,  fire  had  thought  proper  to 
facrifice  her  propofal  of  a  more  in¬ 
timate  alliance.  Finding  that  this 
conceffion  fatisfied  neither  Poland 
nor  Pruffia,  but  that  they  were  bent 
upon  the  utter  deffirudtion  of  the 
Ruffian  party  in  the  republic,  ffie 
had  recourfe  to  intimidation.  Such 
was  the  objeCt  propofed  in  the  de¬ 
claration  of  her  ambaffador  in  the 
beginning  of  November.  This  how.- 
ever  was  the  lafl  inftance  in  which 
ffie  chofe  to  betray  the  refentment 
of  offended  dignity.  She  found  that 
ffie  had  fpoken  in  the  wrong  tone, 
and  applied  to  the  wrong  party. 
She  found  the  affembly  impreffed 
with  a  deep  fenfe  of  their  wrongs, 
and  the  contagion  of  refentment  and 
indignation  communicating  from, 
man  to  man.  She  defpaired  of  fub- 
duing  the  irritated  feelings  of  a 
large  body  of  men  engaged  in  the 
affertion  of  their  independence  ;  and 
conceived  better  hopes  from  the 
cautious  and  quickfighted  felfifhnefs 
of  their  exalted  proteCtor.  In  a 
word,  from  this  time  file  abjured 
the  franknefs  of  infiilt,  and  had  re- 
courie  to  the  undifcovered  craft  of 
filent  negociation. 

The  occafion  upon  which  fine  firff 
manifefted  this  revolution  in  her  fyf- 
tem,  was  that  ©f  the  anfwer  of  her 
ambaffador  on  the  twenty -fourth  in- 
fiant  to  the  requifition  of  the  diet 
for  withdrawing  the  Ruffian  troops. 
Though  this  papei  '  was  altogether 
unfatisfaCtory  in  relation  to  its  prin¬ 
cipal  topic,  yet  its  language  was 
flrikingly  contrafted  with  that  of 
the  official  paper  that  preceded  it. 
Xnftead,  as  before,  of  renouncing 
the  friendfhip  of  Poland,  file  pro- 
feffed  to  receive  the  affuranees  of 
their  affeCtion  with  the  greatefi:  fen- 
fibility,  and  declared  that  they  were 

p  3  fuiiy 


54 


BRITISH  AND 


fully  returned  in  the  fervent  intereft 
fhe  took  in  the  fortune  of  the  re¬ 
public,  and  her  anxiety  for  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  a  iriend  and  ally.  The  Im¬ 
perial  ambaffador  about  the  fame 
time  delivered  his  anfwer  to  the 
complaints  of  the  diet,  promifing  to 
enquire  into  and  redrefs  every  in- 
juftice  that  might  have  been  commit¬ 
ted  by  the  Auftrian  forces ;  and  at 
the  fame  time  claiming  fome  merit 
for  the  tranquillity  that  had  been 
fecured  to  the  republic,  particularly 
by  the  capture  of  Choczim. 

The  king  of  Pruffia  certainly 
never  defired  to  engage  himfelf  in 
holtilities  for  the  fake  of  avenging 
the  injuries  of  the  Poles  ;  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  likened  with  eagernefs  to 
the  overtures  of  the  czarina,  as  a 
means  by  which  he  might  fecure  to 
himfelf,  without  hazard  or  blood- 
fhed,  all  the  advantages  he  pro- 
pofed.  The  laft  of  his  meafures, 
that  breathed  an  open  and  frank 
fupport  of  the  Polifli  claims,  was  the 
note  of  his  ambaffador  of  the  fecond 
of  December,  in  which  he  acknow¬ 
ledged  the  communication  of  the 
anfwer  of  the  diet  to  the  czarina, 
and  applauded  its  contents,  as  ex¬ 
hibiting  an  authentic  record  of  the 
enlightened  fentiments  and  patriotic 
firmnefs  that  animated  and  diftin- , 
guifhed  the  prefent  national  af- 
fembly. 

But  the  Pruffian  fovereign  had 
pufhed  his  intrigues  toofar,  to  be  able 
at  pleafure  to  moderate  the  zeal  that 
infpired  the  ruling  party  in  the  diet. 
They  were  not  immediately  aware 
of  the  alteration  in  his  fentiments. 
Even  when  they  perceived  if, though 
their  caufe  were  not  indeed  that  of 
general  liberty  and  happinefs,  yet 
they  conceived  tliemfelves  actuated 
by  a  nobler  principle,  than  the  po¬ 
licy  or  caprice  of  an  ambitious 
neighbour.  They  accordingly  pro¬ 


ceeded  in  the  defigns  they  had  be- 
gun.  They  voted  a  continuation 
of  their  fittings,  till  fuch  time  as 
the  military  defence  of  the  ftate 
fhould  be  fecured  upon  a  refpedtable 
footing.  They  went  on  to  digeft 
the  plan  of  a  new  war  department, 
whofe  meafures  fhould  be  out  of  the 
reach  of  foreign  corruption  and  in¬ 
trigue.  They  endeavoured  to  con- 
ftrudt  a  fyftem  of  taxation,  that 
fhould  be  adequate  to  the  expence 
of  the  numerous  armament  they  had 
voted.  But  their  principal  meafure 
was  that  of  the  nineteenth  of  Janu¬ 
ary  1789,  by  which  they  abolifhed, 
in  contempt  of  the  entreaties  and 
expoftulations  of  their  king,  the 
permanent  council,  which  had  been 
inftituted  under  the  aufpices  of  Ruf- 
fia  in  the  year  1775.  Laftly,  they 
threatened  to  fubftitute  in  its  room 
a  permanent  diet,  by  means  of  which 
the  national  reprefentatives  fhould 
be  perpetually  fitting,  and  inceffant- 
ly  adtive  for  the  welfare  of  the  re* 
public. 

But  in  thefe  meafures  they  were 
not  more  actuated  bv  a  regard  for 
the  future  honour  and  refpedlability 
of  their  country,  than  by  an  ever- 
watchful  animofity  and  deflation 
of  the  authority  of  Ruffia.  They 
accordingly  were  inceffant  in  their 
demands  of  the  evacuation  of  the 
Polifh  territories  by  the  troops  of 
the  czarina.  Meanwhile  their  com¬ 
plaints  were  evaded  by  this  princefs, 
and  feebly  and  infmeerely  fupported 
by  the  king  of  Pruffia.  Thus  the 
negociation  was  drawn  out  with  the 
utmoft  tedioufnefs  ;  but  the  perfe- 
verance  of  the  Poles  at  length  rofe 
fuperior  to  every  obftacle.  The 
emperor,  in  one  of  thofe  irregular 
fits  of  generofity  and  munificence  by 
v/hich  he  was  eminently  charadter- 
ifed,  agreed  to  indemnify  the  da¬ 
mages  fuffered  by  the  Poles  at  the 
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eftimate  formed  by  their  own  com- 
miflioner  s  ;  •  and  the  czarina,  com¬ 
pelled  by  the  urgent  nature  of  the 
bufinefs,  promifed  by  her  ambafia- 
dor,  on  the  fourth  of  June,  to  com¬ 
ply  with  the  continued  and  impor¬ 
tunate  demands  of  the  national  af- 
fembly,  and  withdraw  her  troops. 

The  Hake  for  which  the  Poles 
had  to  play  in  this  arduous  tranfac- 
tion  was  of  ineilimable  value.  It 
Teems  at  firfl  fight  to  be  an  experi¬ 
ment  fufficiently  dangerous,  to  en¬ 
deavour  to  annihilate  the  ufurpation 
of  one  foreign  power  by  calling  in 
the  afiiHance  of  another.  So  far 
however  as  the  event  has  yet  dis¬ 
played  itfelf,  their  adventure  has 
been  carried  on  under  profperous 
aufpices.  Neither  the  finances  nor 
the  population  of  Ruffia  admitted 
of  her  extending  her  lioHilities  to  a 
wider  theatre.  Poland  might  there¬ 
fore  hope  to  find  her  active  inter¬ 
ference  fufp ended  ;  while  at  the 
fame  time  the  dread  of  that  inter¬ 
ference  would  reft  rain  the  encroach¬ 
ments  of  their  new  protestor.  We 
are  unable  to  trace  the  fecret  negro- 
ciations  between  the  leaders  of  the 
diet  and  the  king  of  Pruffia  ;  but  it 
feems  to  be  fair  to  impute  the  re- 
fpeCtful  diftance  of  fituation  of  the 
Pruffian  troops  partly  to  the  vigi¬ 
lance  of  their  jealoufy,  as  well  as 
partly  to  the  caution  of  the  king 
not  to  involve  himfelf  fo  far  as  to 
make  a  rupture  unavoidable.  Many 
of  their  proceedings  are  marked 
with  an  energy  and  fpirit,  that  are 
feldom  to  be  traced  in  the  hiftory 
pf  Poland.  The  increafe  of  their 
military  appears  to  have  been  an  in- 
difpenlible  meafure  ;  at  the  fame 
time  that  it  mud  be  remarked,  that 
this  increafe  \yas  accomplifhed  with 
sfomewhat  greater  facility  on  paper 
than  in  reality.  The  continued  fit¬ 
ting  of  the  diet  could  not  fail  to  be 


S5 

attended  with  falutary  confequences. 
Meanwhile  there  is  much  that  re¬ 
mains  to  be  accomplifhed.  The 
political  independence  of  any  coun¬ 
try  is  a  neceffary  preliminary  to  the 
fecuring  its  internal  liberty,  but  is 
in  itfelf  of  little  confequence.  Even 
this  independence  can  fcarcely  be 
attained  in  the  prefent  cafe,  without 
the  fubverfum  of  that  ariftocracy, 
whofe  diiTenfions  have  never  failed 
to  afford  an  opportunity  for  the 
invaiion  of  their  powerful  neigh¬ 
bours.  Could  we  hope  that  Poland 
would  be  wife  enough  to  affert  and 
purfue  her  genuine  mtereft,  no  na¬ 
tion  of  Europe  would  be  able  to 
rank  itfelf  as  her  fuperior  in  every 
thing  that  can  render  a  people  truly 
refpeCIablc. 

From  the  druggies  of  Poland  to 
(hake  off  the  Ruffian  yoke,  we  re¬ 
turn  to  thofe,  Hill  more  perilous  in 
their  progrefs,  of  the  king  of  Swe¬ 
den.  Sweden  had  never  been  re¬ 
duced  to  a  condition  altogether  fo 
abje£f  as  Poland ;  and  of  confe- 
quence  Ruffia  had  not  become  fo 
odious  to  her  inhabitants.  The 
king  had  ufually  adhered  to  the  op- 
pofite  faction  ;  and  this  circum- 
flance  had  both  thrown  a  great  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  ariHocracy  into  the 
party'  of  the  czarina,  and  had  given 
her  the  appearance,  to  a  fuperlicial 
obferver,  of  the  protector  of  the  li¬ 
berties  of  Sweden  againH  the  ambi¬ 
tion  of  the  fovereign.  Of  coafe- 
quence,  while  GuHavus  was  exerting 
himfelf  with  the  utm.oH  gallantry 
to  deHroy  a  ufurpation  fatal  to  the 
true  intereHs  of  his  country,  a  nu¬ 
merous  and  important  defeription  of 
the  inhabitants  fold  themfelves  to  the 
enemy,  and  implicitly  fubmitted  to 
the  directions  of  a  powerful  and  infi- 
dious  neighbour.  It  is  true,  that  the 
principle  they  contefted  with  the 
monarch,  was  in  appearance  im- 
I)  4  portant 


portant  and  interefling.  .It  was  no 
lefs  than,  whether  a  foreign  war 
fhould  be  fuffered  to  originate  in  the 
deliberative  voice  of  the  people,  or 
in  the  caprice  of  the  fovereign.  Blit 
it  will  probably  be  admitted  that  it 
■was  no  longer  prudent  to  contend 
about  general  fyflems,  when  the 
kingdom  was  invaded  by  an  enemy 
at  each  of  its  extremities.  It  will 
be  allowed  that  the  ariftocracy  and 
the  military  leaders  were  fomewhat 
too  unfcrupulous,  if  they  were,  as 
it  was  reported,  the  penfioners  of 
Ruffia,  or  if  they  connived  at  a  pro- 
]c£t  for  alienating  the  port  of  Got- 
tenburgh  to  the  government  of 
Denmark. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  king  had 
ventured  upon  a  meafure  which  the 
prefent  circumftances  of  the  nation 
ieemed  to  require,  but  which  was 
dangerous,  as  an  innovation  upon 
the  Swedifh  confutation.  If  he  had 
called  together  the  affembly  of  the 
Hates,  the  country  was  fo  much  di¬ 
vided,  and  the  party  of  the  nobles 
fo  powerful,  that  the  war  in  all  pro¬ 
bability  could  not  have  been  profe- 
cutedo  In  the  mean  time  no  prin¬ 
ciple  could  be  more  fundamental  in 
the  Swedifh  conflitution  than  that 
which  the  king  determined  to  coun¬ 
teract  ;  and,  if  the  conflitution  had 
atfelf  been  excellent,  it  appears  that 
no  advantage  to  arife  from  the  de¬ 
viation  could  have  been  fo  great,  as 
to  compenfate  the  mifchief  of  the 
precedent.  ImperfeCt  however  and 
ill  conflru&ed  as  that  conflitution 
was,  if  the  king  had  difplayed  in 
his  proceeding  the  firmnefs  of  vir¬ 
tue,  and  the  energy  of  truth  ;  more 
efpecially,  if  he  had  meditated  the 
introduction  of  genuine  freedom, 
inflead  of  the  phantom  that  now 
fupplied  its  place,  his  boldnefs  would 
have  been  attended  with  falutary 
prfedis.  But  Guftavus  neither  loved 


liberty,  nor  underflood  it  ;  and  he 
preferred  the  fudden  impulfes  of 
paflion,  and  the  crooked  paths  of 
diffimulation  and  falfehood,-  to  all 
that  confiftency  and  integrity  could 
dictate. 

We  have  already  deferibed  the 
indefatigable  aCtivity  of  his  pro¬ 
ceedings  in  the  campaign  of  1788, 
and  the  fortunate  period  that  was 
put  to  the  Danifh  invafion.  No 
looner  had  the  king, obtained  a  mo¬ 
mentary  refpite  from  foreign  ene¬ 
mies,  than  he  began  to  turn  his  at¬ 
tention  to  the  internal  flate  ol  the 
kingdom  ;  and  he  immediately  de¬ 
termined  to  adopt  the  meafure 
which  had  firfl  fuggefled  itfelf  to 
the  malcontents  of  the  army,  and  to 
fummon  a  diet.  He  faw  his  pro- 
grefs  through  Sweden  every  where 
attended  with  the  good  wifhes  and 
affection  of  the  people  ;  he  law  the 
ariftocracy  the  objeCt  of  unpopula¬ 
rity  and  hatred  ;  he  believed  that 
the  qualities  be  had  difeovered  in 
the  midfl  of  the  adverfities  that  op- 
preffed  him,  had  given  him  a  new 
interefl  in  the  general  approbation  ; 
and  he  was  not  ignorant  that  the 
fanCtion  of  the  country  at  large  was 
the  moft  powerful  engine  he  could 
poffefs,  to  defeat  the  machinations 
of  all  that  oppofed  him.  Nor  was 
it  policy  only  that  dictated  his  con- 
duCt ;  he  was  elated  with  fuccefs, 
and  in  the  triumph  of  his  heart' 
could  not  readily  perfuade  himfelf 
that  any  thing  could  be  found  dar¬ 
ing  or  obflinate  enough  to  con- 
troul  his  prowefs. 

The  king  arrived  at  Stockholm, 
from  the  fouthern  extremity  of  his 
dominions,  on  the  twentieth  of  De¬ 
cember  1788;  and,  by  fome  revo¬ 
lution  in  the  army  in  Finland,  with 
which  we  are  not  fufficiently  ac¬ 
quainted,  was  enabled  to  put  the 
malcontent  officers  under  arrefl  in 
'  the 
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the  beginning  of  the  following 
month.  The  number  of  perfons  ar- 
refted  was  confider^.ble  ;  but  there 
were  others,  who  conceived  a  time¬ 
ly  apprehenfion  of  tbeir  danger,  and 
took  refuge  in  the  dominions  of  the 
czarina. 

The  firft  meeting  of  the  diet  was 
held  on  the  fecond  of  February  1 789, 
and  the  affembly  was  opened  by  a 
fpeech  from  the  fovereign.  Guftavus 
expreffed  himfelf  with  great  feveri- 
ty  refpediing  the  different  foreign 
powers  he  had  had  to  encounter. 
Ruffia,  he  faid,  had  endeavoured  by 
the  moil  infidious  artifices  to  under¬ 
mine  the  loyalty  of  the  people  of 
Finland,  and  to  induce  them  to  pafs 
under  a  foreign  yoke  ;  and,  when  he 
had  detected  thefe  bafe  machina¬ 
tions,  and  determined  to  encounter 
her  fecret  attacks  with  open  hof- 
tility,  file  had  adopted  a  different 
mode.  Defpairing  to  induce  a 
whole  nation  to  declare  itfelf  the 
fubjedt  of  an  ambitious  neighbour, 
fne  had  endeavoured  to  perfuade 
them  to  inactivity.  She  had  under¬ 
taken  to  teach  them  to  believe,  that 
all  the  calamity  that  furrounded 
them,  the  uncertain  fate  of  Finland, 
the  hoftility  that  from  all  lides  in¬ 
vaded  the  kingdom,  wrere  to  be  im¬ 
puted  to  him  alone.  She  conceived 
that  the  Swedifh  greatnefs  would 
be  fufficiently  annihilated,  if  once 
her  monarch  could  be  deftroyed. 
Surrounded  with  fo  many  dangers, 
Sweden  feeined  to  be  fhaken  to  her 
foundations.  But  great  danger  was 
ever  the  parent  of  fublime  virtue. 
Ruffia  did  not  know  the  character 
of  the  nation  ;  file  did  not  expeCl 
that  the  danger  Hie  had  been  anxious 
to  create,  would  itfelf  revive  in  them 
the  love  of  their  country,  and  a  zeal 
for  their  common  defence. 

The  king  fpoke  in  terms  of  flat¬ 
tering  eulogium  of  the  exertions 


I? 

made  upon  that  occafion  by  the  pea- 
fants,  the  burghers,  the  clergy,  and 
the  well-affected  of  the  nobleffe. 
Friendly  powers  had  thought  Swe¬ 
den  abandoned  by  its  own  inhabi¬ 
tants ;  and,  fcarcely  refolved,  had 
begun  to  deliberate  upon  the  mea- 
fures  to  be  adopted  for  its  relief. 
But  they  had  fuddenly  beheld  the 
nation  infpired  with  that  courageous 
vigour,  which  had  ever  been  its 
true  charaCteriltic.  The  king  of 
Pruffia  had  interfered,  and  had  gain¬ 
ed  for  them  time,  which  wras  all 
they  required.  It  was  for  the  diet 
to  make  a  fuitable  ufe  of  the  inter¬ 
val.  It  was  for  them  to  rank  them- 
felves  with  the  immortal  benefaftors 
of  their  country  ;  or  to  become  con¬ 
founded  with  the  degenerate  diet 
that  had  betrayed  Sweden  into  the 
hands  of  Chriftiern  the  fecond,  and, 
like  them,  to  remain  the  execration 
of  the  lateft  pofterity.  The  king 
added,  that  he  was  himfelf  ready, 
for  the  fake  of  unanimity  and  con¬ 
cord,  to  renounce  every  perfonal 
vengeance,  and  depart  from  the  fe- 
verity  of  criminal  jullice,  as  he  had 
already  done  in  the  tranfadlion  of 
the  year  1772  ;  and  he  feerns  to 
have  held  out  this  as  an-inducement 
to  the  nobleffe  to  recede  from  the 
inflexibility  of  their  oppofition. 

If  fuch  were  the  intention  of  the 
offer,  it  was  by  no  means  attended 
with  the  defired  effedf.  The  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  diet  were  full  of 
difeord  and  hofiility.  Of  the  four 
orders,  the  peafants  and  the  burgh¬ 
ers  were  devoted  to  the  party  of 
the  monarch ;  the  clergy  were  fup~ 
pofed  to  have  imbibed  a  portion  of 
the  fame  fpirit;  and  the  nobleffe 
wrere  determined  to  humble  Gufia- 
vus,  and  to  bring  back  the  govern¬ 
ment  to  the  ftandard  of  the  confti- 
tution.  The  three  inferior  orders 
voted  an .  addrefs  to  the  king,  to 
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thank  him  for  his  late  exertions  for 
the  defence  of  the  kingdom ;  but 
the  nobility  abfoluteiy  refuted  their 
concurrence,  unlefs  an  amendment 
were  adopted,  recommending  the 
immediate  reftoration  of  peace.  A 
proportion  was  alfo  voted  by  this 
order  on  the  fifth  day  of  their  fit- 
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ting,  calling  upon  the  king  to  direfl 
profecutions  to  be  commenced 
again  ft  the  authors  of  certain  in- 
famous  libels.  Thefe  libels  were 
publications  vindicating  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  fovereign,  and  dif- 
cufling  and  arraigning  the  oppofi- 
tion  to  thefe  proceedings  by  the 
army  in  Finland. 

But  the  moft  material  fubjcct  of 
controverfy  refpeded  the  fecret 
committee  of  the  diet,  which  was 
iffuaily  appointed  to  t  ran  fact  with 
the  executive  government  all  fuch 
particulars  us  were  thought  impro¬ 
per  for  publication.  The  number 
of  this  committee  was  thirty,  fe lett¬ 
ed  from  the  four  orders ;  and  of 
c’omfequence  the  diet  was  by  this 
expedient  reduced  as  to  certain 
points,  from  the  moft  numerous  re- 
prefentative  aftembly  in  the  univerfe 
to  bounds  the  moft  limited  and  nar¬ 
row.  The  nobility  had  in  this  com¬ 
mittee  twice  the  number  of  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  any  of  the  other  orders; 
notwithftanding  which,  the  inftitu- 
tion  may  be  regarded  as  favourable 
to-  the  monarch,  the  noblefte  amount¬ 
ing  at  laft  to  only  two  fifths  of  the 
whole.  It  was  in  vain  therefore 
that  they  chafe  the  moft  difaffeded 
of  their  order  as  members  of  the 
committee;  Guftavus  ft  ill  regarded 
this'leffer  body  as  his  principal  re- 
fouree.  The  nobles  were  themfelves 
confc ions  of  the  advantage  he  would 
in  this  mftance  poffefs,  and  there¬ 
fore  propofed  to  vote  inftrudions  li¬ 
miting  the  powers  of  the  commit¬ 
tee.  The  king,,  on  the  other  hand. 


exprefsly  oppofed  this  proceeding, 
on  the  pretence  that  the  publica¬ 
tion  of  any  ofthr;  fecrets  of  govern¬ 
ment  would  be  dangerous  in  time 
of  war ;  and  he  wrote  a  letter  to 
count  Lowenhaupt,  the  marlhal  of 
the  diet,  forbidding  him  to  put  the 
queftion  upon  any  claufes  of  in- 
ftrudion  that  might  be  moved  in 
the  aftembly. 

The  general  queftion  of  in  {trac¬ 
tions  was  decided  by  the  nobility  in 
the  affirmative  on  the  feventh  of  Fe¬ 
bruary  ;  and,  particular  inftruefions 
being  moved  by  certain  members  of 
the  aftembly,  count  Lowenhaupt,  in 
conformity  to  the  directions  he  had 
received  from  the  fovereign,  re¬ 
filled  to  take  the  votes  of  the  bodv. 
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Such  a  proceeding  naturally  gave  rife 
to  a  very  animated  debate;  and,  as 
the  marfhal  was  not  poffeffed  of  that 
pevional  dignity  or  capacity  which 
is  calculated  to  hold  a  numerous 
aftembly  in  awe,  he  experienced 
fome  verv  rough  language  from  the 
leaders  of  oppofttion.  By  this  per- 
fonal  attack  he  was  fo  far  intimi¬ 
dated,  as  to  think  proper  to  decline 
the  office  of  prefixing  in  the  fub- 
fequent  meetings  ;  and  the  majority, 
having  placed  one  of  their  own  fac¬ 
tion  in  his  room,  proceeded  to  vote 
fuch  inftrutlions  as  they  conceived 
fuited  to  the  oecafion.  They  re- 
drained  the  fecret  committee  from 
taking  any  fuch  resolution,  as  fhould 
decide  upon  the  queftion  of  peace 
and  war ;  they  prohibited  them 
from  interfering  with  the  ftate  of 
the  finances,  the  cognifance  of  which 
was  referred  by  the  conftitution  to 
a  deputation  to  be  appointed  for  that 
particular  function ;  and  they  di¬ 
rected  their  repreientatives  in  the 
committee  to  communicate  all  fuch 
matters  to  the  diet  at  large,  as  did 
not  in  their  own  nature  require  an 
indifpenfibie  fecrecy. 
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Such  was  the  fituation  of  affairs, 
when  the  king  determined  no  long¬ 
er  to  approach  the  diet  in  the 
model!  form  of  negociation,  but, 
fnpported  as  he  was  by  the  fenfe  of 
the  people  at  large,  to  put  an  end 
to  the  controverfy  by  a  diredt  in- 
terpofition  of  authority.  Though 
the  members  of  the  fecret  commit¬ 
tee  were  already  chofen,  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  their  deliberations 
was  fufpended,  on  account  of  the 
difference  of  opinion  between  the 
nobleffe  and  the  two  inferior  orders, 
with  refpedt  to  the  extent  of  their 
powers.  Thus  all  public  bufinefs 
appeared  to  be  at  a  (land  ;  while 
the  order  of  the  peafants,  mitigated 
no  doubt  by  the  king  with  a  view 
to  ftrike  terror  into  the  malcon¬ 
tents,  requefted  him  to  call  in  the 
volunteers  of  Dalecarlia  to  the  re¬ 
lief  of  the  citizens  ot  Stockholm, 
to  whom  the  talk  of  watching  for 
the  fafety  of  the  capital  mult  ne- 
ceffarily  be  a  conliderable  burthen. 
The  volunteers  of  Dalecarlia  were 
already  within  one  day’s  march  of 
the  diet. 

On  the  feventeenth  of  February 
the  king  fummoned  the  four  orders 
of  the  Hates  to  attend  him  ;  and, 
after  having  applauded  the  public 
fpirit  and  zeal  of  the  inferior  orders, 
condemned  in  very  pointed  terms 
the  unceremonious  and  unbecoming 
manner,  in  which,  as  he  faid,  the 
tnarlhal  of  the  diet  had  been  treated 
by  the  nobleffe.  He  commanded 
them  to  ftrike  out  of  their  journals 
the  refolutions  into  which  they  had 
entered  againft  count  Lowenhaupt  ; 
and  called  upon  them  to  appoint  a 
deputation  for  the  purpofe  of  mak¬ 
ing  a  public  apology,  and  a  ftgnal 
reparation  to  their  offended  preff- 
dent.  He  did  more  than  this.  He 
tingled  out  two  of  the  ariftocratical 
leaders,  count  Axel  Ferfen,  a  vene¬ 


rable  ftateiman,  who  had  for  more 
than  thirty  years  figured  in  the  mod: 
eminent  tranfa&ions  of  the  political 
theatre  ;  and  baron  Charles  Degeer, 
the  riche  ft  nobleman  in  Sweden ; 
and  required  that  their  names  Ihould 
be  put  at  the  head  of  the  deputa¬ 
tion. 

It  is  not  probable  that  the  king 
expedled  the  compliance  of  the  up¬ 
per  houfe  of  affembly  with  fo  arro¬ 
gant  a  requilition.  He  had  fo  fully 
fucceeded  in  the  revolution  of  1772 
in  the  employment  of  violence,  that 
no  other  project  for  terminating  the 
prefent  controverfy  had  any  chance 
for  his  approbation.  He  is  even 
faid,  in  preparing  apartments  at 
Fredericfhoff  for  the  reception  of 
the  imprifoned  officers  from  Fin¬ 
land,  fome  weeks  before  the  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  diet,  to  have  had  an  eye 
to  the  prefent  emergency,  and  to 
have  included  in  his  arrangement  an 
accommodation  for  a  certain  por¬ 
tion  of  the  legiftative  affembly.  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  having  obtained  on  the 
twentieth  an  address  from  the  other 
three  orders  of  the  ftates,  requeft- 
ing  him  to  devife  fome  means  for 
reftoring  a&ivity  to  the  body  ;  he 
proceeded  the  fame  evening  to  take 
into  cuftody  count  Axel  Ferfen, 
baron  Degeer,  and  about  thirty  of 
the  principal  leaders  of  the  arifto- 
cratical  party. 

We  fhall  be  at  no  lofs  to  decide 
upon  the  degree  of  political  know¬ 
ledge  exifting  in  the  Swedifli  na¬ 
tion,  when  we  behold  them  pafiive- 
ly  fubmitting  to  a  violence,  which, 
in  people  animated  with  one  par¬ 
ticle  of  the  fpirit  of  freedom,  muft 
have  excited  the  moft  uncontrolable 
abhorrence  and  indignation.  If  the 
people  were  enlightened  enough  to 
difeover  the  errors  of  their  conftitu- 
tion,  it  was  no  doubt  well  to  change 
it.  But  the  illumination  that  fitted 
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them  For  a  Letter  government,  would 
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infallibly  have  fitted  them  by  their 
own  a£t  to  acquire  it.  That  one 
individual  fhould  at  his  arbitrary 
pleafure  commit  to  prifon  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  legiflature,  to  punifh 
them  for  opinions  given  in  that 
capacity,  and  to  put  an  end  to  the 
freedom  of  difcuffion,  is  a  ipeddacle 
altogether  intolerable.  Guftavus  in- 
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deed  was  not  unaware  that  he  might 
have  trufted  his  vengeance  to  the 
other  orders  of  the  diet  and  the  na¬ 
tion.  But  he  dared  not  part  with 
fo  important  a  truft  out  of  his  own 
hands.  He  feared  left  they  fhould 
nnderftand  liberty  too  well,  and  love 
at  too  much.  He  was  apprehenfive 
that,  while  they  annihilated  the 
uiurpations  of  the  ariftocracy,  they 
would  hefitate  about  giving  the 
booty  without  referve  to  increafe  the 
prerogatives  of  the  monarch. 

On  the  day  fubfequent  to  this  adt 
of  defpotifm,  the  king  went  down 
•to'  the  affembly  of  the  flates,  and 
prefented  to  them  for  their  confi- 
deration  an  adt  of  union  and  furety, 
altering  in  feveral  material  points 
the  exiiling  con  ili  tut  ion.  This  pro¬ 
ved!,  as  might  be  expedted  under 
the  circumftances  we  have  defcribed, 
contained  in  it  fome  articles  of  a 
juft '  and  liberal  tendency,  mixed 
with  others  that  were  hypocritical, 
ambiguous,  and  arbitrary.  It  be¬ 
gan  with  conferring  on  the  king  the 
prerogative  of  peace  and  war.  It 
proceeded  to  Date,  that,  as  the 
Swedes  were  free,  they  were  evi¬ 
dently  entitled  to  be  tried  by  their 
peers  ;  and  of  confequence  that  the 
fupreme  court  of  juffice  ought  to  be 
conftituted,  not  as  the  fenate  was, 
to  which  this  function  had  hitherto 
been  attributed,  of  nobles  only,  but 
of  citizens  of  all  orders  in  the  Hate  ; 
and  that  the  number  of  its  members 
ought  to  fie  regulated  by  the  king, 


who  w^as  the  true  father  of  his  pco 
pie.  It  confirmed  the  exemption  of 
certain  lands  poffeffed  by  the  nobi¬ 
lity  from  the  burthen  of  taxation  ; 
but  it  permitted  to  the  inferior  or¬ 
ders  the  acquifition  of  landed  pro¬ 
perty,  from  which  they  had  hitherto 
been  excluded.  It  limited  the  great 
offices  of  the  kingdom  and  of  the 
royal  houfhold  to  the  nobility  ; 
while  it  granted  to  the  roturiers  the 
new  privilege  of  being  eligible,  in¬ 
discriminately  with  their  fuperiors, 
to  other  trufts  ;  and  even  provided 
that  a  roturier,  if  he  became  noble, 
fhould  vacate  his  appointment.  It 
retrained  the  diet  from  taking  into 
consideration  any  other  fubjedts  than 
fucb  as  fhould  be  propofed  to  them 
by  the  fovereign  ;  and  declared  its 
provifions  .to  be  irrevocable  and  eter¬ 
nal. 

It  did  not  at  find  appear  that  the 
king  had  carried  any  great  point 
by  the  imprifonment  of  the  nobles. 
The  upper  houfe  of  affembly  was 
as  refradtory  as  ever ;  their  lan¬ 
guage  refpedling  the  king  full  of 
menaces  and  afperity  ;  nor  would 
they,  upon  any  terms,  admit  count 
Lowenhaupt  to  prefide  in  their  fit¬ 
tings.  They  deferred  the  confide- 
ration  of  the  adl  of  union  for  three 
weeks ;  and  the  king  haying  at 
length  fent  them  a  meffage  requir¬ 
ing  them  to  come  to  a  decifion  re- 
fpedting  it,  it  was  rejected  almoff 
without  a  diffentient  voice.  But, 
notwithftanding  thefe  appearances, 
matters  were  -nfenfibly  taking  a  turn 
favourable  to  the  fovereign.  The 
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nobles  became  aware,  that,  fo  long 
ps  the  king  wras  fupported  in  all  his 
meafures  by  the  general  fenfe  of  the 
nation,  their  caufe  muff  neceffarily 
remain  hopelefs  ;  and  the  moll  con- 
fiderable  of  them  infenfibly  with¬ 
drew  from  a  feene  of  fo  unpromifirig 
contention,  and  retired  to  their 
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country  feats.  The  greater  part  of 
the  members,  who  had  been  elected 
into  the  fecret  committee,  were 
among  the  prifoners  of  Fredericf- 
hoff;  and  a  meeting  was  called  by 
a  kind  of  furprifeon  the  evening  of 
the  very  day  of  the  royal  fitting, 
and  other  commiffioners  elected  to 
fupply  their  place.  The  fecret  com¬ 
mittee  began  its  deliberations  imme¬ 
diately  ;  voted  additional  taxes  to 
the  amount  of  300,000/.  per  an¬ 
num  ;  and,  in  the  name  of  the  king¬ 
dom  at  large,  declared  themfelves 
refponfible  for  the  public  debt,  as 
well  as  for  a  new  loan,  both  of  them 
together  amounting  to  five  millions 
fterling.  Having  brought  their  tranf- 
adlions  to  a  termination,  they  re¬ 
ported  them  to  the  four  orders  of 
the  diet ;  and  their  refolutions  were 
immediately  adopted  by  the  clergy, 
the  burghers,  and  the  peafants. 

Guflavus,  who  perceived  that  no 
advantage  could  be  gained  by  him 
fo  valuable  as  time,  remained  a  quiet 
fpedlator  of  thefe  proceedings,  and 
permitted  the  houle  of  nobility  to 
evaporate  its  difpleafure.  Unwilling 
to  afford  new  occafion  to  their  dii- 
like,  he  condefcended  to  appoint  a 
deputy  marfhal  of  the  diet,  to  dif- 
charge  t]re  functions  of  the  obnoxi¬ 
ous  principal.  In  the  clofe  of  March 
he  obtained  an  addrefs  by  a  fort  of 
compromife  with  his  opponents,  re¬ 
commending  to  him  the  refloration 
of  peace,  but  promifmg  to  fupport 
him  in  a  war,  in  cafe  of  inevitable 
neceffity.  In  fine,  the  bufmefs  of 
the  diet  being  in  all  other  refpedls 
concluded,  the  king  went  in  perfon 
on  the  twenty-feventh  of  April  to 
the  poor  fkeleton  that  remained  of 
the  houfe  of  nobility  ;  and,  after  a 
mock  debate,  obtained  from  them  a 
confirmation  of  the  votes  of  the 
®ther  three  orders.  The  diffolution 


of  the  diet  took  place  on  the  follow* 
mg  day. 

No  fooner  were  the  proceedings 
of  the  national  affembly  completed, 
than  the  king  fet  at  liberty  the  im- 
prifoned  nobles,  reconciled  himfelf 
with  many  of  them,  and  reflored 
them  to  their  rank  in  the  army  and 
the  date.  By  this  condudl  he  con¬ 
trived  at  once  to  fhew  in  himfelf  a 
policy  fuperior  to  the  odious  confi- 
derations  of  perfonal  revenge  ;  and, 
in  his  adverfaries,  not  a  perfevering 
flriiggle,  as  might  at  firll  light  have 
been  imagined,  for  the  fafety  of  a 
political  conflitution,  but  the  feeble 
efforts  of  a  pufillanimous  ambition, 
unnerved  by  confeions  guilt,  and 
defeated  at  the  very  fir  ft  on  fet.  Two 
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important  meafurcs  filled  up  the  ob~ 
jedf  of  Guftavus’s  defign,  the  aboli¬ 
tion  of  the  fenate,  and  a  declaration 
of  privileges  in  favour  of  the  order 
of  peafants.  It  appeared,  in  our  nar¬ 
rative  of  the  tranfadtions  of  1788, 
that  it  was  upon  the  fenate  that  the 
principal  hopes  of  the  Ruffian  party 
and  the  ariflocracy  were  fixed  ;  and 
the  king  determined  to  improve  his 
vidtory  for  the  deilrudlion  of  this 
hitherto  impregnable  fortrefs.  He 
had  provided  in  the  adfi  of  union  for 
the  inflitution  of  a  court  of  juflice, 
partly  noble  and  partly  roturieiy 
that  fhould  adminiller  the  judicial 
fundtions,  which  had  lately  confli- 
tuted  iome  of  the  principal  fundtions 
of  the  fenate.  But  it  was  not  till  the 
eighteenth  of  May  that  the  new 
court  was  adtually  organifed,  and 
the  hereditary  fenators  difmiffed 
from  their  employment. 

The  declaration  in  favour  of  the 
peafants  appeared  three  days  after* 
Its  principal  articles  imported,  that 
no  peafant  fhould  be  arrefled  or  lent 
to  prifon,  except  in  the  cafe  of  an 
attempt  to  By  from  juflice,  or  of 
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fome  great  crime,  till  the  judge  of 
the  didridt,  or  fome  public  officer 
of  juftice,  fliould  have  taken  cogni- 
zanfe  of  the  accufation  ;  that  every 
peafant  fhould  be  at  liberty  to  buy 
and  fell  his  own  commodities  or 
thofe  of  his  neighbours  through  all 
the  interior  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
provided  he  did  not  aim  at  any  mo¬ 
nopoly  ;  that  artifans  dealing  in  cer¬ 
tain  neoeffary  occupations,  Inch  as 
taylors  and  fhoemakers, fhould  be  fet¬ 
tled  in  the  different  villages ;  and  that 
every  landed  proprietor  of  whatever 
rank  fliould  be  at  liberty  to  employ 
as  many  labourers  as  he  pleafed. 
The  general  fpirit  of  thefe  regula¬ 
tions  appears  to  be  philanthropic. 
The  fint  article,  though  not  ex- 
preffed  with  fo  much  perfpicuity  and 
precifion  as  might  have  been  wifhed, 
appears  to  be  of  material  import¬ 
ance.  Some  of  the  others  are  ra¬ 
ther  calculated  to  {hike  the  mind 
with  aftonifhment  at  the  wretched 
ilate  of  barbarifm  and  flavery,  that 
could  have  rendered  fuch  provifions 
neceffary. 

No  fooner  had  the  king  put  the 
internal  affairs  of  the  kingdom  into 
a  train  of  accommodation,  than  lie 
began  to  look  to  his  foreign  ene¬ 
mies,  and  the  bufmefs  of  the  ap¬ 
proaching  campaign.  With  refpecd 
to  f)enmark,  he  feems  to  have  been 
divided  between  his  confcious  inabi¬ 
lity,  on  the  one  hand,  to  encounter 
two  adverfaries  at  once  ;  and,  on  the 
other,  his  refentment  of  their  un¬ 
provoked  invafion,  and  regret  at  the 
manner,  in  which,  as  he  believed, 
they  had  efcaped  from  his  venge¬ 
ance  at  the  beginning  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  winter.  Nor  was  the  Danifh. 
court  lefs  incited  with  animofitv  and 
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.the  third  of  military  glory.  They 
had  entered  willingly  and  with  ar¬ 


dour  into  the  campaign  of  1788, 
and  the  compulfion  which  had 
obliged  them  to  lay  down  their  arms 
was  not  of  all  others  the  bed  argu¬ 
ment  to  foothe  them  into  repofe* 
Both  parties  prepared  for  war,  and 
looked  forward  with  an  uneafy 
kind  of  doubt  to  the  expiration  of 
the  armidice. 

In  this  lituation  of  affairs  a  pro¬ 
ject  was  difcovered,  formed  by  a 
Swedifh  nobleman,  under  protec¬ 
tion,  as  it  was  faid,  of  the  ambaffa- 
dor,  to  burn  the  united  fleets  of 
Ruffia  and  Denmark  in  the  port  of 
Copenhagen.  The  odium  of  this 
confpiracy  of  neceffitv  reflected  in 
fome  degree  upon  the  king  himfelf. 
It  is  unfortunate  for  Gudavus,  that 
he  was  fufpe&ed  of  a  project  of  a 
fimilar  nature  in  the  beginning  of  his 
reign,  which  indeed  the  late  king  of 
Pruffia  in  his  Memoirs  does  not 
fcruple  diredtly  to  impute  to  him 
It  is  unfortunate  for  Gudavus,  that 
his  character  is  not  altogether  fo  un- 
favourable  to  the  imputation,  as 
could  have  been  defired.  Eloquent, 
enterprifmg,  conciliatory,  and  affec¬ 
tionate,  he  is  apparently  injudicious 
enough  to  believe  that  deceit  and 
injudice  may  fometimes  be  crowned 
with  a  happy  event  ;  and  unfcrupu- 
lous  enough  to  practife  them,  when 
conducive  to  his  purpofes. 

In  the  mean  time  the  difcovery 
we  have  mentioned  did  not  put  an 
end  to  the  mode  of  negociation. 
The  kin  gs  of  Pruffia  and  England 
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feem  to  have  been  more  anxious 
than  Gudavus  himfelf  to  put  an  end 
to  the  Danifh  war.  Their  impor¬ 
tunity  and  menaces  at  length  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia 
to  confent  to  the  neutrality  of  the 
court  of  Copenhagen,  which  was 
accordingly  declared  on  the  ninth 
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of  J  uly,  after  a  two  months  previ¬ 
ous  prolongation  of  the  armidice. 
Sweden  and  Denmark,  infpired  with 
mutual  animofity,  at  length  found 
themfelves,  from  different  motives, 
obliged  to  give  up  the  hopes  of  in¬ 
dulging  their  prefent  revenge. 

But  the  motives  that  influenced 
the  allied  courts  to  infill  upon  the 
neutrality  of  Denmark,  were  not 
lefs  operative  with  them  to  inftigate 
the  king  of  Sweden  to  profecute  his 
hoftilities  againft  Ruffia.  The  cam¬ 
paign  in  Finland  began  in  the  clofe 
of  the  month  of  April,  and  the 
king  arrived  in  that  province  on  the 
fifth  of  the  following  June.  Not- 
withdanding  the  ardent  and  adtive 
charader  of  the  king,  notwithdand- 
ing  the  infatiablenefs  of  his  third 
after  fame,  the  Svvedifh  war  affords 
few  materials  for  narration  ;  and 
hidorv  would  fcarcelv  defcend  from 
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its  dignity  to  record  fo  petty  a  fe- 
ries  of  combats,  were  it  not  a  judice 
that  (he  owes  to  the  welfare  and 
peace  of  mankind ;  were  it  not  in¬ 
cumbent  upon  her  to  fhew  for  how 
contemptible  pallions,  and  how  tri¬ 
vial  objeds,  the  blood  of  the  fpecies 
is  died  without  condderation  or  re- 
morfe. 

Guftavus  divided  his  forces,  as  he 
had  done  in  the  preceding  campaign, 
into  two  principal  bodies; one  under 
baron  Stedingk,  dationed  in  Swo- 
lax,  whole  immediate  objed  was  the 
fortrefs  of  Nyflot  :  and  the  other  in 
Nyland,  commanded  by  himfelf  in 
perfon,  and  dedgned  again  Fredc- 
ricdiam.  If  both  of  thefe  objeds 
had  been  attained,  the  king  could 
icarcely  have  boalled  of  a  very  bril¬ 
liant  campaign  ;  and  he  probably 
viewed  them  in  bis  own  mind  mere¬ 
ly  as  preliminary  to  fomething  more 
important.  He  intended  to  reduce 
Wyburgh,  the  capital  of  Carelia, 
perhaps  to  did.Ue  the  terms  of  a 
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treaty  at  the  gates  of  Peterfburgh* 
In  eilimating  the  campaign  it  is 
therefore  fu  die  lent  to  fay,  that  the 
period  for  military  operations  glided 
away,  and  both  Nyflot  and  Frede- 
riclham  remained  in  the  hands  of 
their  former  proprietor. 

A  fpecies  of  war,  trivial,  undeck 
five  and  unintelligible,  preceded  the 
arrival  of  the  king  in  the  province 
of  Finland.  Subfequent  to  that 
event  it  affirmed  a  more  regular 
form,  and  prefents  us  with  fome¬ 
thing  of  which  it  is  polffble  to  com¬ 
municate  an  idea.  The  head  quarters 
of  baron  Stedingk,  his  dores  and 
magazines,  were  at  fort  Saint  Mi¬ 
chael.  This  place  the  Ruffians 
obliged  him,  with  the  lofs  of  many 
men  on  both  fides,  to  evacuate  on 
the  eighteenth  of  June.  Fie  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  faved  the  greater  part 
of  his  dores.,  but  he  was  no  longer- 
able  to  make  head  againd  the  ene¬ 
my  ;  and  the  Ruffians  poured  with¬ 
out  opposition  into  the  province  of 
Swolax.  The  king  bggan  the  cam¬ 
paign  on  his  fide  under  more  fa¬ 
vourable  aufpices.  He  was  able  to 
penetrate  into  the  territories  of  Ruf¬ 
fia  ;  and  with  a  body  of  two  thou- 
fand  men  fought  a  much  fuperior 
party  of  the  enemy  near  Davidftat 
on  the  twenty-eighth,  and  after  a n 
obdinate  druggie  came  off  victo¬ 
rious  in  the  combat.  This  fuccefs 
gave  him  for  fome  time  a  deemve 
fuperiority  ;  he  poffcffed  himfelf  of 
Hogfors,  and  feveral  inferior  for- 
tred'es,  and  approached  with  a  for¬ 
midable  countenance  to  the  walls  of 
Frederidham.  In  the  following 
month  general  Stedingk  recovered 
the  check  he  had  received,  and  re- 
pulled  the  enemy  in  an  adicn  of 
iome  importance  at  Parakumaki. 

While  thefe  tran  fad  ions  took 
place  in  the  province  of  Finland, 
the  duke  of  Sudermania  failed  from 
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the  port  of  Carlfcroon  with  a  fleet 
of  twenty  fhips  of  the  line.  An 
action  in  confequence  took  place  be¬ 
tween  him  and  the  grand  Ruffian 
fleet  off  the  ifland  of  Bornholm  on 
the  twenty-fixth  of  July,  the  event 
of  which  was  altogether  undecifive. 
Not  one  fhip  of  either  fleet  appears 
to  have  been  taken  or  dedroyed. 
In  an  affiion  of  this  fort  it  is  diffi¬ 
cult  to  difcover  which  party  abled 
upon  the  offenlive.  The  Ruffians 
defire d  a  junction  with  their  fqua- 
dron  of  eleven  fhips  of  the  line  lying 
in  the  port  of  Copenhagen,  and 
might  be  thought  not  unwilling  to 
rifle  an  adfcion  in  order  to  obtain  it. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Swedes  had 
an  evident  advantage  in  attacking 
the  admiral’s  fleet  previoufly  to  its 
being  reinforced  ;  and  the  duke  of 
Slider  mania  having  put  one  of  his 
rear-admirals  under  arreft  immedi¬ 
ately  after  the  adtion,  may  afford  a 
prefumption  that  he  was  more  dif- 
pleafed  than  the  Ruffians  at  the  un¬ 
certain  event  of  the  conteft.  The 
j undiion  was  effected  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  Week :  but,  in  effecting  it,  it 
appears  that  the  Ruffians  were  not 
without  apprehenfions  from  the  duke 
of  Sudermania ;  and  they  had  re- 
Courfe  to  the  extraordinary  precau¬ 
tion  of  prevailing  upon  the  Danes 
to  fail  in  company  with  the  fouthern 
iquadron,  and  not  to  return  into 
port  till  their  countenance  could  no 
longer  be  neceffary.  The  fuperio- 
rity  of  Ruffia  obliged  the  Swedifh 
fleet  to  continue  in  port  till  the  pe¬ 
riod  of  the  equinox  ;  and  the  pre¬ 
tence  For  their  inadfivity  was  the 
iieceffity  of  attending  the  trial  of 
rear-admiral  Liljehorn. 

The  prefent  fituation  of  affairs 
obliged  the  court  of  Peterfburgh  to 
adopt  -meafures  for  the  immediate 
preiervation  of  the  fortrefs  of  Fre- 
Sericfhaou  The  prefence  of  the 


prince  of  Naffau  Siegeh,  wlip  Had 
difplayed  fo  eminent  naval  talents 
in  the  preceding  campaign,  was  no 
longer  neceffary  in  the  Black  Sea  ; 
and  the  czarina,  with  that  activity 
which  had  diftinguiflied  the  induffry 
of  her  docks,  created  a  fleet  of  fe- 
venty  gallies  in  the  gulph  of  Care- 
lia,  the  diredtion  of  which  was  given 
to  this  celebrated  commander.  The 
Swedifh.  fleet  of  the  fame  fpecies 
appears  to  have  fallen  fhort  of  fifty 
blips,  and  was  attacked  by  the 
prince  of  Naffau  on  the.  twenty- 
fourth  of  Auguft.  Both  parties 
claimed  the  vidfory ;  b'ut  it  fuffici- 
ently  appeared  by  the  fequel,  that 
the  advantage  had  fallen  to  the  com¬ 
bined  effort  of  fuperior  numbers  and 
fuperior  fkill.  The  king  had  a  few 
weeks  before  fuffered  a  mifearriage 
from  the  treachery  of  general  Kaul- 
bart,  who,  according  to  the  in.fi- 
dious  pradtice  of  the  prefent  war/ 
had  been  bought  by  Ruffia.  .Imme- 
diatelyafter  the  battle  of  the  flotillas, 
he  was  obliged  to  abandon  all  his 
acquifitions ;  the  war  affirmed  an 
op  polite  appearance  ;  and  the  fmall 
remainder  of  the  campaign  confided 
of  invafion  and  attack  on  the  part 
of  Ruffia.  The  condudt  of  GuflavuS 
towards  the  delinquents  he  brought 
to  trial,  feems  to  have  been  an  ab- 
furd  mixture  of  feverity  and  cle¬ 
mency.  A  great  number  of  the  of¬ 
ficers  who  had  entered  into  cor- 
refpondence  with  Ruffia  in  the  fum- 
mer  of  1788,  were  condemned  to 
death,  and  other  fevere  punifhments  j 
but  their  fentences  were  commuted 
in  a  few  mftances  into  perpetual 
imprifonment,  in  mod  into  difmif- 
fion  ;  and  admiral  Liljehorn  and  ge¬ 
neral  Kaulbart  were  degraded,  and 
permitted  to  retain  their  falaries. 

The  war  on  tlie  fide,  of  T urkey 
by  no  means  wore  the  frivolous  and 
indecilive  appearance  that  charac- 
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terlfed  it  on  the  fide  of  Sweden. 
An  event  that  feeras  greatly  to 
have  contributed  to  the  fatal  reverie 
experienced  by  the  crefcent  in  the 
year  1789,  was  the  death  of  Ach- 
met  the  Fourth,  grand  fignior,  on 
the  feventh  of  April.  This  prince, 
it  we  make  fuitable  allowances  for 
the  difadvantages  under  which  he 
laboured  as  a  defpotic  monarch,  and 
the  prejudices  of  his  country,  may 
be  allowed  to  poffefs  fome  claim  to 
our  toleration.  Fie  filled  the  throne 
of  Conftantinople,  without  refiedl- 
ing  dilgrace  upon  human  nature. 
FI  is  temper  appears  to  have  been 
mild  and  humane.  Fie  not  only 
permitted  Seltm,  his  nephew,  fon  of 
the  late  emperor,  to  live  ;  but  even 
publicly  acknowledged  him  for  his 
fucceilor.  His  reign  was  not  ftained 
with  fo  many  arbitrary  murders  as 
thofe  of  his  predeceffors,  nor  did  he 
think  it  at  all  neceffary  that  a  dif- 
graced  minifter  ihould  part  at  once 
with  his  office  and  his  life.  He 
fuffered  his  countrymen  to  improve 
by  the  example  of  the  arts  and  miii- 
tary  difeipline  of  Europe*  Yffouf, 
bis  prime  minifter  during  the  three 
laft  years  of  his  life,  though  by  no 
means  confidently  great,  mull  be 
allowed  to  deferve  our  applaufe  ;  and 
will  be  better  known  to  pofterity  as 
the  patron  of  the  Turkifh  tranda- 
tion  of  the  Encyclopedic,  than  as 
the  victorious  and  fkilful  rival  of  the 
Auftrian  arms  in  the  Bannat  of 
Tranfylvania.  Such  was  Achmet, 
grand  fignior  :  nor  will  any  one  be 
idle  enough  to  imagine,  that  he  was 
right,  otherwife  than  by  chance  ; 
or  that  he  efcaped  cenfure  by  any 
thing  but  the  lupine  inactivity  and 
harmleffnefs  of  his  character, 

Achmet  died  at  the  unenter- 
prifmg  age  of  iixty-four,  and  Selim 
the  T'hird  fucceeded  at  twenty- 
eight.  In  the  vigour  of  youth  he 
i/9°. 


thought  it  neceffary  to  difiing’uifh 
hinlfelf  by  foinethirig  extraordinary, 
and  at  firil  propofed  to  put  himfelf 
as  the  head  of  his  forces.  He  was 
eafily,  as  might  he  expedfed  from 
his  effeminate  education,  diffuaded 
from  this  rafh  and  ridiculous  pro-' 
jedf ,  But  he  conceived  that  at  kaft 
it  became  him  to  difcountenance 
the  rniniflers  of  his  predeceffor,  to 
confound  their  plans,  ,and  reverie  all 
their  proceedings.  Thefe  miriiilers 
had  acquired  in  fome  degree  the 
confidence  of  thofe  who  a  died  under 
their  command  ;  and  it  appeared  iri 
the  fequel  that  the  Fmtaftic  fplen- 
dour  or  a  new  and  juvenile  fovereign, 
could  not  compensate  for  the  capri¬ 
cious  and  arbitrary  changes  with 
which  his  acceflion  was  accompa¬ 
nied. 

The  arrangements  in  the  be« 
ginning  of  the  campaign  did  not 
greatly  differ  from  thofe  of  1788. 
Marfhal  Haddick  fucceeded  count 
Lafcy  in  the  command  of  the  grand. 
Auftrian  army  at  Sernlin  ;  prince 
Hohenlo  filled  the  place  of  general 
Fabris,  who  died  in  Tranfylvania  in 
the  month  of  January  ;  and  the  ar¬ 
mies  of  Moldavia  and  Croatia  were, 
as  before,  under  the  direction  of  the 
prince  of  Cobourg  and  marfhal 
Laudohn.  The  emperor  prepared, 
as  in  the  preceding  campaign,  to 
take  the  field  in  perfon,  in  the  army 
of  general  Haddick  ;  but  the  cli¬ 
mate  and  the  feverity  of  the  fervice, 
while  it  had  fpread  the  greatefl  de- 
vaflation  among  his  officers  and  fob 
diers^  had  infilled  the  blow1  of  death 
upon  their  proud  and  inconflant 
fovereign.  Fie  languifhed  during 
the  whole  year  under  a  tormenting 
difeafe,  which  was  attended  indeed 
with  intervals,  that  his  reftlefs  and 
fariguine  temper  magnified  into  a 
cure  ;  but  they  were  conftantly  fuc- 
ceedeej  at  no  very  diftant  period 
E  with 
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with  a  relapfe.  The  arrangements 
of  Ruffia  were  fomewhat  different 
from  thofe  we  have  formerly  de- 
fcrihed.  Marflial  Roman zow,  on 
account  of  his  age  and  infirmities, 
refigned  his  command  ;  and  prince 
Potemkin  affumed  the  ftyle  of  ge- 
neraliffimo  of  the  Ruffian  forces, 
which  he  hitherto  declined  out  of 
deference  to  his  fenior  in  military 
rank.  He  however  ftill  continued 
in  his  former  ftation  in  Beffarabia, 
while  prince  Repnin  commanded 
the  army  on  the  borders  of  Molda¬ 
via,  and  general  Ivamenfkoi  occu¬ 
pied  an  advanced  poll  in  that  pro¬ 
vince.  The  prince  of  Naffau,  as 
we  have  already  faid,  was  with¬ 
drawn  from  the  Euxine,  where  his 
fquadron  was  no  longer  neceffary. 
Admiral  Wainowitz  occupied  his 
former  ftation  upon  the  coaft  of  the 
Crimea ;  but  the  Ruffians  placed 
their  chief  naval  dependence  upon 
the  piratical  veffels  that  invefted  the 
Archipelago  and  the  Mediterra¬ 
nean.  On  the  fide  of  the  Porte, 
ITaffan  Ali  ftill  commanded  the 
fleet ;  and  Yffouf  prepared  to  lead 
his  forces,  as  he  had  done  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year,  againft  the  Baiinat  of 
T  emefwar. 

One  of  the  earlieft  variations  in¬ 
troduced  by  Selim  confiffed  in 
changing;  the  point  of  addon,  againft 
which  the  principal  effort  of  the 
war  had  hitherto  been  directed. 
The  campaign  of  Temefwar  had 
indeed  reflected  conflderable  credit 
upon  the  Turkifh  arms ;  but  a  war 
of  fortreffes  and  defies  had  nothing 
in  it  fumciently  captivating  to  the 
imagination  of  the  young  emperor. 
The  reduction  of  Oczakow  had 
excited  a  fpirit  of  terror  and  re¬ 
venge  in  the  minds  of  his  country¬ 
men.  The  Ruffians  were  their  old 
and  inveterate  enemy  ;  againft  the 
Auftrians  they  entertained  little  re- 


fentment.  In  addition  to  this,’  Sef 
lim  trailed  to  the  temporifing  and 
in  force  refpedls  timid  difpofition  of 
the  emperor,  and  the  character  of 
his  generals,  who,  except  Laudohn, 
had  difcovered  nothing  of  enter- 
prifing  or  refolute,  that  could  create 
much  alarm  in  their  competitors* 
He  therefore  determined  to  march 
his  moll  numerous  force  for  the  de¬ 
fence  of  the  eafterly  frontier  of  his 
dominions.  Had  this  been  the  only 
new  rneafure  he  introduced,  the  con- 
fequences  would  not  have  been  fo 
much  to  be  deplored.  But  he  feems 
to  have  entertained  an  unconquer¬ 
able  averfion  to  the  officers  of  his 
predecefior.  Immediately  upon  his 
acceffion  he  recalled  Haffan  Ali 
from  the  command  of  the  fleet ; 
and,  alter  having  meditated  his 
banifhment  into  one  of  the  iflands 
of  the  Archipelago,  he  was  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  by  his  mother  to  give 
him  the  command  of  an  army,  with 
which  in  the  eaftern  ftyle  he  was 
directed  to  march  for  the  recovery 
of  Oczakow.  In  the  following 
month,  Yffouf  was  ordered  to  change 
his  courfe  from  Servia,  to  which  he 
had  now  advanced,  for  that  of  the 
province  of  Moldavia  ;  and  fcarcely 
was  he  arrived  at  the  place  of  his 
deftination,  before  the  pacha  of 
Widdin,  whofe  name  like  that  of 
the  ex-high-admiral  was  Haffan, 
was  appointed  grand  vifier  and  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  in  his  room. 

The  Turks,  as  in  the  preceding, 
year,  had  not  waited  for  the  aggref 
lion  of  their  enemies,  but  had  ven¬ 
tured  upon  fome  winter  attacks  in 
Beffarabia,  Moldavia  and  Tranfvl- 
vania,  in  the  majority  of  which  they 
had  been  repulfed.  A  more  ferious 
hoftility  took  place  on  the  fide  of 
general  Kamcnfkoi  in  the  clofe  of 
April,  who,  after  having  given  the 
Turks  a  conflderable  check  on  the 
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p&nks  of  the  Siret,  advanced  a  con- 
fiderable  detachment  of  his  army 
as  far  as  Gallacz  on  the  Danube, 
attacked  the  enemy  in  their  camp 
near  that  place,  and  totally  defeated 
them,  with  the  lofs  on  the  fide  of 
the  Ottomans  of  fifteen  hundred 
men.  This  happened  previoufiy  to 
Ylfouf’s  collection  of  a  numerous 
army  in  that  part  of  the  frontier. 

Meanwhile  the  bufmefs  of  the 
campaign  advanced  with  a  leifure- 
ly  and  deliberate  ftep.  Repeated 
changes  had  taken  place  in  the  pro¬ 
jects  of  the  divan  for  the  conduct  of 
the  campaign  ;  and  thefe  changes, 
and  Rill  more  the  capricious  promo¬ 
tion  and  difgrace  of  the  officers  in 
the  fervice  of  the  court,  appear  to 
have  produced  the  word  effeCts 
upon  the  minds  of  the  foldiery  at 
large.  They  no  longer  fought  with 
that  intrepidity  and  obRinacy,  which 
had  characterifed  them  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year,  but  on  the  contrary  be¬ 
trayed  repeated  ligns  of  cowardice 
and  panic.  The  allied  powers  con¬ 
tinued  to  advance  upon  them  on  the 
fide  of  Walachia ;  and  prince  de 
Cobourg,  having  gained  intelli- 
e'ence  of  a  detachment  of  the  Turk- 

O 

i'fh  forces  Rationed  at  Fockfan  upon 
the  Rimnik,  deemed  this  poll  of 
i'ufficient  importance  to  merit  an 
attack.  The  engagement  took  place 
on  the  firR  of  AuguR,  the  numbers 
of  the  Aullrians  being  inferior  to 
'  thofe  of  the  Turks,  and  the  amount 
of  the  killed  Rated  to  be  in  the  ex¬ 
treme  difproportion  of  one  thoufand 
to  twenty -live.  The  aCtion  was  not 
in  any  eminent  degree  decilive  ;  but 
it  confirmed  the  advantage  that  had 
previoufly  exiRed,  and  enabled  the 
Imperial  general  to  pitch  his  camp 
in  the  province  of  Walachia. 

The  circumRances  we  have  de- 
fcribed,  together  with  additional 
disadvantages  encountered  in  other 
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parts  of  the  theatre  of  war,  deter¬ 
mined  the  new  grand  viRer  anxi- 
oufiy  to  feek  a  decilive  battle,  and 
to  commit  as  far  as  lay  in  his  power 
the  exiRence  of  his  country  to  a 
fingle  event.  In  the  mean  time  he 
was  unacquainted  with  the  art  by 
which  foldiers  arc  conciliated  to 
their  general,  and  taught  to  imbibe 
his  feelings.  They  followed  their 
prefent  commander  with  a  fuller! 
obedience,  and  felt  nothing  of  the 
ardour  and  enthufiafm  that  fill 
their  poffeffors  with  a  confident 
prefage,  and  lead  them  on  to  a  fe* 
cure  victory.  Hafian  Pacha  on  the 
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twenty-fecond  of  September  drew 
out  an  army  of  ninety  thoufand  men 
upon  the  plains  of  MartineRie,  not 
far  from  the  fcene  of  the  unfuccelf- 
ful  adlion  that  had  taken  place  at 
Fockfan.  The  forces  of  the  Impe- 
rialiRs  fell  ffiort  of  twenty-five  thou¬ 
fand  ;  notwithRanding  which,  after 
an  action  of  eleven  hours  continu¬ 
ance,  the  Turks  were  totally  de¬ 
feated,  having  loR  their  camp,  bag¬ 
gage,  cannon,  ammunition  and 
Randards.  The  lofs  of  men  on  the 
fide  of  the  grand  vifier  amounted  to 
five  thoufand,  while  that  of  the 
AuRrian  general  was  Rated  at  lefs 
than  five  hundred.  The  number 
of  prifoners  in  the  hands  of  the  con¬ 
queror  was  thirty-pne  ;  the  enemy 
having  in  general,  as  we  are  told, 
refuied  to  furrender,  and  not  accept¬ 
ing  of  quarter.  This  circumfiance 
does  but  ill  accord  with  the  addi¬ 
tional  fadt  related  in  the  Vienna  ga¬ 
zette,  that  upwards  of  two  thoufand 
men  were  killed  on  the  day  after 
the  battle,  who  had  hid  themfelves 
from  the  blood-thirRinefs  of  the  vic¬ 
tors  in  an  adjoining  forefi.  Haffan 
Pacha,  having  made  good  his  re¬ 
treat,  pitched  his  camp  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  Rimnik.  But  he  was 
unable  to  retain  his  irregular  militia 
E  z  under 
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under  Ills  ftandard.  They  were 
itruck  with  panic  and  alarm  ;  many 
of  them  were  accuftomed  to  return 
home  in  the  decline  of  the  year  ; 
and  in  four  days  after  the  battle  he 
found  his  numerous  forces  reduced 
to  a  handful  of  men. 

It  was  a  few  days'  before  the  bat¬ 
tle  o  f  Mar  tin  e  ft  ie,  t  h  a  t an  engagement 
took  place  near  Tobak  in  BelTara- 
bia,  between  prince  Repnin  and 
Ha  (fan  All,  late  capitan  pacha* 
which  was  attended  with  a  Irmilar 
event.  The  Ruffians  made  them- 
felvi  s  matters  of  the  Turkifh  camp, 
and  Haftari  was  obliged  to  retreat 
with  precipitation  as  far  as  Hmaih 
About  the  fame  time  an  action  was 
fought  between  the  vanguard  of  the 
army  of  prince  Potemkin,  and  a 
body  of  Turks',  at  Canfchan  near 
Render,  in  which  the  Ruffians  were 
victorious. 

While  the  events  of  the  war  were 
thus  favourable  to  the  confederates 
on  the  eaftern  frontier  of  the  Turkiih 
dominions,  the  Auftrian  forces*  de- 
Itined  to  annoy  the  weftern  pro¬ 
vinces  of  R'olnia  and  Servia,  did  not 
remain  idle.  Marflial  Laudohn  had 
been  obliged  in  the  cioie  of  the 
preceding  campaign  to  break  up 
the  ii cere  of  Turkifh  Gradifca;  and 

O  ;  , 

the  renewal  of  this  liege  was  choien 
to  conftitute  the.  ftrft  operation  of 
the  Croatian  army  in  the  prelent 
year.  The  Turks  however  by  no 
means  propofed  on  their  part  to 
Hand  upon  the  deierffive:  and  icarce- 
jy  was  Laudohii  arrived  at  his-  camp, 
before  he  was  molefted  by  an  at¬ 
tempt  of  the  enemy  to  penetrate 
into  the  Auftrian  frontier.  This 
was  at  firft  attended  with  fome  lae- 
eefs  ;  and  -on  the  twenty-third  of 
May  the  Turks  carried  by  ftorm 
four  out-pofts  of  the  Imperial  camp. 
But  in  a  farther  attempt,  which 
they  made  four  days  later  than  this, 
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they  vCere  repulfed,  and  not  mif 
loft  the  advantage  they  had  fecured* 
but  fullered  Laudohn  f,o  make  a- 
fimilar  lodgment  upon  their  own 
territory.  The  fiege  of  Gradifca 
commenced  on  the  twentieth  of 
June,  general  Laudohn  covering  the 
attack  with  his  army.  The  a  (fault 

J 

was  carried  with  all  the  regularity 
of  judgment  and  fcience  ;  and,  f» 
fkilful  were  the  Auftrian  difpolT- 
tion-s,  that  the  Turkiih  ferafkier, 
encamped  in  their  neighbourhood, 
did  not  think  it  prudent  to  ride  the 
event  of  an  engagement.  Mean¬ 
while  the  beiieged  appeared  to  dif- 
play  an  inflexible  courage  and  re- 
folution  ;  till  at  length,  after  a  re- 
filfance  of  eighteen  days,  they  un¬ 
expectedly  evacuated  the  fortrefs, 
and  their  retreat  was  covered  by  the 
army  of  the  ferafkier. 

During  the  period  of  the  fiege, 
the  Turks  had  adventured,  though 
their  force  on  that  fide  was  greatly 
dimlnifned,  and  though  the  empe*^ 
ror  had  ftationtd  his  grand  army 
under  marihal  Haddick,  as  in  the 
preceding  year,  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Illova,  to  advance  their 
troops  into  tne  Ioann  at  ot  xemei- 
war.  Upon  the  news  of  the  fur- 
render  of  Gradifca  they  thought 
proper  to  retire  ;  and  the  ill-fortune? 
of  the  campaign  was  in  lom-e  degree 
aggravated  by  the  defeat  of  a  con- 
fiderahle  body  of  Turks  at  Boczaiv 
by  prince  Hohenlo,  and  the  rout  of 
14,000  hoife  by  general  Vecfey 
near  Czernitz  in  the  beginning  of 
the  month  of  Aunuft. 

O 

Tftefe  uninterrupted  fucceffes,  to-- 
gether  with-  the  removal  of  the 
grand  Turkifh  army  from  the  fron¬ 
tiers  of  Hungary,  at  length  roufed 
the  emperor  from  his  inactivity,  and' 
made  him  ferioufly  determine  upon- 
the  attack  he  had  long  promised 
againfl  Belgrade.  For  this  under¬ 
taking 
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taking  he  thought  it  neceffary  to 
employ  a  vigorous  and  fpuitcd  com¬ 
mander.  Mar  dial  Haddick  feems 
to  have  been  felefted  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  campaign,  for  no  other 
reafon  than  becaufe  he  was  the  fe- 
F.ior  officer  of  name  upon  the  Au¬ 
di  ri  an  eftablifhment ;  and  in  courts 
it  too  often  happens  that  rank  is 
fuppofed  infallibly  to  carry  along 
with  it  every  other  qualification.. 
Meanwhile  the  reputation  of  gene¬ 
ral  Laudolm,  particularly  in  the  con¬ 
duct  of  fieges,  was  now  rifen  to  the 
•utmoft  degree  of  eminence  ;  and  the 
-emperor  at  length  opened  Ins  eyes 
to' the  full  extent  of  his  merit.  He 
.accordingly  addrelfed  a  letter  to 
marfhal  Haddick,  in  which  he  inti¬ 
mated  his  fear  that  the  marfnal’s 
age  and  infirmities  would  prevent 
his  exertions  from  keeping  pace 
with  his  zeal  ;  declared  his  p erica- 
fion  that  his  judgment  in  the  war 
department,  from  the  presidency  of 
which  he  had  been  removed  to  af¬ 
lame  the  command,  would  prove  of 
the  moft  efiential  importance  ;  and 
informed  him  that  he  had  appointed 
©aarfnal  Laudolm  to  command  in 
his  head. 

It  had  been  determined  that  the 
■proper  period  for  commencing  the 
liege  of  Belgrade  would  be  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  after  .the  heats  of  the  fum- 
mer  Should  have  fubfided.  But,  had 
it  been  otherwife,  marShal  Laudobn 
would  have  been  obliged  to  defer 
for  a  time  the  removal  oS  the  grand 
army,  as  upon  his  arrival  he  found 
the  Turks  once  more  m  the  Bannat 
under. the  command  of  Y  ilouf,  the 
late  grand  vilier.  This  Skilful  officer 
difeovered  the  weaknefs  of  the  force 
Stationed  upon  this  frontier  under 
the  command  of  general  Vecfey  ; 
and  preffing  upon  him  by  a  hidden 
pad  unexpected  march,  obliged  hup 


to  feek  for  protection  in  a  rapid 
retreat.  But  Yffouf  was  now  at  the 
head  of  a  .petty  detachment,  and 
not,  as  in  1788,  of  an  army  of  a 
hundred  thou  land  men.  It  was  im- 
pofiible  for  him  long  to  make  head 
atrainft  the  forces  of  marshal  La  11- 
dohn;  and  in  about  one  month  from 
the  period  of  his  in va fion,  he  was 
obliged  to  fall  back  upon  the  Turk¬ 
ish  territories. 

The  Auftrian  forces  fat  down  be¬ 
fore  Belgrade  on  -the  twelfth  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  and,  with  that  good  fortune 
which  Seemed  almoft  com  ib.ni.ly  to 
attend  their  prefent  commander, 
the  place,  together  with  its  nume¬ 
rous  garrifon,  furrendered,  after  a 
vigorous  reSiStance,  -on  the  eighth  of 
October.  The  reft  of  the  cam¬ 
paign  was  little  elfe  than  a  fuccef- 
lion  of  the  moft  important  fuccelTes ; 
and  a  circumftance,  that  did  not  a 
little  contribute  to  this,  was  the  fyf- 
tem  adopted  hy  the  Aufirians  and 
Ruffians,  of  fuffering  the  Turkifh 
troops  to  march  out  -of  the  fe.verai 
places  they  garrifoaed  without  mo- 
leftation.  Accordingly,  while  one 
detachment  of  general  Laudokn’s 
forces  took  poffeifion  of  Czernitz 
in  Walachia,  another  made  it  Self 
mafter  of  Cladova  in  Servia.  Bu- 
chareft,  the  capital  of  the  former  of 
thefe  provinces,  fell  without  opposi¬ 
tion  into  the  hands  .of  prince  Co- 
bourg  ;  while  Aker  man  on  the 
Black  Sea  was  reduced  by  the  Ruf¬ 
fians  ;  aud  Bender  fur-rendered  to 
prince  Potemkin,  not  without  fuf- 
Sjficiou  of  finifter  practices,  on 
the  fifteenth  of  November.  One 
-only  check  prefented  itfelf  to  the 
.allied  arms.  The  garrifon  of  Or¬ 
lova  difplayed  the  moft  inflexible 
.conftancy ;  and  marfhal  Laudolm 
was  obliged  to  raife  the  Siege  of 
this  place  in  the  middle  of  Decern- 
D  l  ber. 
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ber,  after  having  fat  down  before 
it  for  a  period  of  fix  weeks.  Mean¬ 
while  the  fucceffes  of  his  arms  did 
not  come  entirely  unqualified  to  the 
ears  of  the  imperial  Jofeph  ;  and 
the  period  of  his  kill  ficknefs  was 


embittered  by  the  defection  of  his 
fubjedls  in  the  Netherlands,  whom 
his  tyranny  and  caprice  had,  towards 
th^  clofe  of  the  year  1789,  driven 
into  open  rebellion. 
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HILE  the  fum.mer  of  the 
year  1789  palled  away  in 
England  without  producing  any 
memorable  event,  it  will  be  diftin- 
guiftied  to  the  la  tell  pofterity  by 
the  revolution  that  took  place  in 
France,  which  could  not  fail  to  pro¬ 
duce  a  confiderable  effed!  upon  the 
fentiments  and  proceedings  of  the 
government  of  this  country.  We 
have  not  entered,  in  the  prefent  vo¬ 
lume,  into  the  detail  of  this  revolu¬ 
tion,  labouring  under  the  preffure 
of  fubjedls  of  a  more  temporary  na¬ 
ture,  and  willing  rather  to  incur  the 
imputation  of  a  trifling  delay,  than 
to  permit  ourfelves  to  treat  in  an 
inadequate  manner  io  dignified  and 
illuftrious  a  theme.  In  the  mean 
time  no  difadvantage  will  accrue 
from  this  delay  to  the  clearnefs  and 
perfpicuity  of  our  domeftic  narra¬ 
tive.  It  was  rather  the  general  fpi- 
rit,  than  the  minute  particulars  of 
the  French  revolution,  that  influ¬ 
enced  the  fentiments  of  the  Britifh 
legiflators,  and  furnifhed  a  topic  for 
their  difcuffion.  And  where  is  the 
man  fo  ignorant,  where  is  the 
country  fo  diftant  or  fo  barbarous, 
as  not  to  have  heard  of  this  fpirit, 
or  not  in  fome  degree  to  have  fn  a  red 
the  nobleli  enthufiafm  that  ever 


animated  the  minds  of  men  ?-  There 
was  another  tranfaclion  occafionally 
alluded  to  in  the  debates  of  parlia¬ 
ment  ;  bearing  indeed  the  fame 
name,  but  having  little  relemblance 
to  the  genuine  features  of  the 
French  revolution,  the  infurrecxion 
of  the  Netherlands  again!!  the  A  li¬ 
ft  ri  an  yoke.  This  was  rather  an 
affair  of  religion,  than  either  of  mo* 
rality  or  politics  ;  and,  if  we  ex¬ 
cept  a  fmall  number,  who  were  them- 
felves  maltreated  by  the  predomi¬ 
nant  party,  there  were  none  of  the 
infurgents  who  in  any  degree  un- 
derftood  the  liberty,  for  which  they 
would  be  thought  to  have  contend¬ 
ed.  This  in  furred!  ion  broke  out  in 
the  clofe  of  the  year  1789  ;  and  its 
principal  tranfadlions,  and  the  ne- 
gociations  of  its  leaders  with  the 
courts  of  London  and  Berlin,  be¬ 
long,  according  to  the  plan  we  have 
marked  out  for  ourfelves,  to  the 
next  enfuing  volume  of  our  Regifter. 
We  would  be  underftood  undereach 
year  to  ftate  the  parliamentary  tranf- 
adlions  of  that  year,  together  with 
thofe  foreign  affairs  that  diredlly 
preceded  the  commencement  of  the 
feffion. 

The  parliament  eledled  in  1784 
met  for  its  laft  feffion  on  the  twenty-; 
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firfl  of  January  1790.  In  the  fpeech 
from  the  throne  the  king  informed 
them,  that,  fince  their  lad  meeting, 
the  continuance  of  the  war  upon 
the  continent,  and  the  internal  fitu- 
ation  of  different  parts  of  Europe, 
had  been  productive  of  events  which 
had  engaged  his  moft  ferious  atten- 
*  tion.  He  however  received  conti¬ 
nued  affurances  of  the  pacific  difpo- 
fition  of  foreign  powers  towards 
this  country  ;  and  had  great  fatii- 
facfion  in  reflecting  on  the  happi- 
nefs  we  enjoyed  in  the  increafing 
advantage^  of  peace,  and  the  unin¬ 
terrupted  poffeffion  of  thofe  inva¬ 
luable  blefiings,  which  we  had  fo 
long  derived  from  our  excellent  con- 
llitution.  He  concluded  with  men¬ 
tioning  the  order  of  council  which 
had  been  iffued  with  a  view  to  the 
apprehended  fcarcity  of  corn ;  which 
rqeafure,  as  it  exceeded  the  legal 
authority  veiled  in  the  executive 
power,  was  taken  into  the  early  con- 
fideration  of  parliament,  and  pro¬ 
vided  for  by  an  act  of  indemnity 
palled  for  that  purpofe, 

The  fupplies  for  the  navyr  and 
army  were  fixed  at  the  fame  amount 
as  they  had  been  in  the  preceding 
felfion.  This  circurn fiance,  when 
compared  with  the  iituation  of  af¬ 
fairs  in  Europe,  gave  occaiion  to 
feme  animadverfion,  particularly  un¬ 
der  the  head  of  the  army.  Mr. 
Marfham  contrafted  the  cflablilh- 
ment  propofed  in  the  prefent  efli- 
mate  with  the  eflablilhment  of  1775, 
a  year  of  peace  preceding  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  lafl  war.  At  that 
period  we  had  feventy  regiments, 
and  at  this  feventy  -  feven.  The 
peace  eflablilhment,  in  the  year 
1 783,  was  fettled  at  fixty-eight  re¬ 
giments,  which  it  had  been  gene¬ 
rally  underllood  was  to  undergo  a 
farther  redudqpn  of  four  regiments 
mpre,  Mr.  Marfham  and  Mr,  Pul- 


teney  argued  upon  the  propriety  of 
this  difference  with  regard  to  the 
prefent  juncture.  Our  territorial 
polfelfions  yrere  lefs  than  in  1775 
by  the  lofs  of  thirteen  Am  .Tail 
colonies,  of  the  province  of  Florida, 
and  the  illand  of  Minorca.  In 
reality,  they  faid,  the  principal  dif¬ 
ficulty  of  government  had  always 
been  to  know  how  to  difpofe  of  the 
great  number  of  troops  they  main¬ 
tained.  It  was  this  circumllance 
that  had  formerly  induced  minifters 
to  fend  ten  tjioufand  men  to  North 
America,  where  it  was  notorious 
that  they  copld  be  of  no  real  fer- 
vice.  For  the  fame  reafon  probably 
it  was  that  the  garrilbn  of  Gibral¬ 
tar  at  this  moment  contained  only 
ninety  men  lefs,  than  the  num¬ 
ber  formerly  thought  fufficient  fqr 
the  protection  both  of  that  fortrefs 
and  of  Minorca,  It  was  faid  that 
the  Spaniards  would  eagerly  em¬ 
brace  an  opportunity  of  recovering 
it,  and  therefore  it  ought  to  be  put 
in  a  condition  to  prevent  the  poi* 
fibility  of  a  furprife.  Were  the 
Spaniards  more  eager  now  than 
they  had  been  ever  lince  it  was  frit 
taken  ?  Were  they  in  a  better  con¬ 
dition,  or  more  likely  to  make  the 
attempt  ?  To  what  end  then  was  the 
garrifon  nearly  doubled  ?  The  Well- 
lndian  idands  were  the  next  fource 
or  the  increafed  eliablilliment.  W  hy 
were  they  to  be  more  rmmeroully 
garrifoned  than  they  had  hitherto 
been  ?  For  what  purpofe  had  the 
number  of  the  king’s  troops  in  the 
Eail-Indies  been  fo  conliderably 

fj 

augmented  ?  In  no  quarter  of  the 
globe  were  our  pofleffions  in  danger 
o;  an  attack  from  France,  We  had  no¬ 
thing  to  apprehend  from  the  Dutch, 
who  were  now  our  good  friends 
and  allies.  Our  recent  connections 
with  Holland,  the  king  of  Pruffia, 
and  other  continental  powers,  if  they 
F  4  were 
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were  founded  upon  wife  principles, 
yrere  reaions  for  diminifhirig  and  not 
for  augmenting  our  military  force. 

Mr.  Fox  was  of  opinion,  that 
this  might  not  he  a  fit  period  for 
the  red  11611  on  of  taxes.  The  unfa¬ 
vourable  fituation  of  our  finances 
made  it  neceffary  to  keep  them  up 
to  their  prefent  ftandard.  There 
was  an  advantage  however,  that  in 
his  opinion  might  be  derived  from 
the  peculiarity  of  the  prefent  pe¬ 
riod,  the  reducing  our  eftablilh- 
ments,  and  applying  our  revenue  to 
the  extinction  of  our  debt.  At  the 
fame  time  he  acknowledged,  that, 
if  ever  there  could  be  a  moment  in 
which  he  fiiould  be  lefs  jealous  than 
nfual  of  an  increafe  of  the  army, 
from  any  danger  to  be  apprehended 
to  the  conftitution,  the  prefent  was 
that  precife  moment.  Hie  example 
of  a  neighbouring  nation  had  proved, 
that  the  former  imputations  upon 
Handing  armies  were  unfounded  ca¬ 
lumnies  ;  and  it  was  now  univerfally 
known  through  all  Europe,  that  a 
man  by  becoming  a  foldier  did  not 
ceafe  to  be  a  citizen.  That  this 
country  had  efcaped  the  tumults 
and  dilfradiions  in  which  other 
countries  were  involved,  might  be 
imputed  to  our  having  pafl'ed  the 
ordeal,  and  already  poffelilng  that 
for  which  other  countries  were  laud¬ 
ably  contending.  W e  had  long  en¬ 
joyed  the  advantages  of  a  free  and 
happy  conftitution,  and  could  not 
there (ore  be  expofed  to  the  incon¬ 
veniences  infeparable  from  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  framing  a  new  one.  Mr. 
Fox  declared,  that  the  fuppofed  ne- 
cefiity  of  keeping*  up  fo  large  a'nd 
expenfive  an  eftabliihment,  in  his 
opinion,  role  from  idle  chimeras  and 
pretence.  The  new  form  that  the 
government  of  France  was  likely  to 
aflame,  would,  he  was  perfuaded, 
render  her  a  better  neighbour,  and 


lefs  prepenfe  to  hoftility,  than  when 
the  was  iubjedt  to  the  cabal  and  in¬ 
trigues  of  ambitious  and  interefted 
ftatefmen.  From  Spain  we  had  lit¬ 
tle  to  fear,  when  not  impelled  by 
the  force  of  the  family  com  pact. 
Some  perrons  indeed  might  be  of 
opinion  that  this  was  the  time  to 
take  advantage  of  the  lituation  of 
France.  That  opinion  in  one  fenfe 
coincided  with  his  own.  But  how 
was  an  advantage  to  be  taken  ?  Not 
by  triumphing  in  her  diftrefs,  not 
by  ungenerously  attacking  her  do¬ 
minions  when  (lie  was  hut  ill  able  to 
defend  them,  not  by  imitating  her 
conduct  towards  this  country  in  the 
late  war;  but  by  convincing  her  that 
we  could  at  once  be  generous  to¬ 
wards  her  and  confederate  for  our- 
fclves,  by  reducing  our  eftablifh- 
ment  with  a  view  to  the  diminution 
of  our  national  incumbrances. 

Mr.  Pitt  undertook  to  vindicate 
the  prefent  enlarged  peace  eftablifh- 
ment  of  the  army.  He  acknow¬ 
ledged  that  the  tumultuous  fit  na¬ 
tion  of  France,  and  the  friendly  af- 
furances  of  the  greater  part  of  the 
powers  of  the  continent,  feemed  to 
infure  us  a  profpedt  of  tranquillity 
and  peace.  But  he  was  far  from 
admitting  that  this  was  a  fufficient 

\  O 

reafon  for  reducing  our  eftabliftt- 
ments.  On  the  contrary  he  conceived 
that  the  ufe  it  became  us  to  make 
of  the  prefent  favourable  fituations< 
when  our  former  rivals  were  unable 
to  check  our  exertions,  was  to  raife 
ourfelves  to  a  ftate  of  fuch  refpec- 
tability, .as  to  leave  no  hopes  to 
their  future  hoftility.  Fie  argued 
in  favour  of  an  enlarged  American 
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eftablifhment,  from  the  very  circum- 
itance  of  our  lofs  of  the  thirteen  co¬ 
lonies.  This  gave  us  a  more  ex¬ 
tended  frontier  to  defend,  than  at 
the  time  when  we  had  no  powei; 
upon  that  continent  to  oppofe.  us. 
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and  of  confequence  rendered  a 
greater  army  neceiTary.  Mr.  Pitt 
argued  from  the  events  of  the  late 
war  m  favour  of  the  me (l unable 
value  of  Gibraltar,  and  of  the  bad 
confeq  uences  that  refulted  from  our 
former  mode  of  defence  in  the  V.  .-ft 
Indies.  The  prefent  ccnvulfions  of 
France,  he  obferved,  mull  fooner  or 
later  terminate  in  general  harmony 
and  regular  order  ;  though  he  con- 
fefted  t  here  was  a  probability,  that, 
while  the  fortunate  arrangements  of 
fuch  a  fituation  might  render  her 
more  formidable,  they  would  alfo 
convert  her  into  a  lets  reftlefs  neigh¬ 
bour.  He  hoped  he  fliould  do  no¬ 
thing  wrong  as  an  Englifhman, 
while  as  a  man  he  wifhed  the  tefto-^ 
ration  of  the  tranquillity  of  France; 
though  that  event  appeared  to  him 
confiderably  diftant.  Whenever  it 
arrived,  and  her  inhabitants  became 
truly  free,  they  mull  be  in  pofleffion 
of  a  freedom  refulting  from  order 
and  g'ood  government ;  they  would 
then  ft  and  forward  as  one  of  the  moft 
brilliant  powers  in  Europe ;  nor 
could  he  regard  with  envious  eyes 
an  approximation  towards  thofe  fen¬ 
timents,  which  were  chara&eriftic  of 
every  Britifh  fubjeCL 

It  is  an  article  of  fome  curiofity, 
to  trace  the  fentiments  of  the  Britifh 
miniftry  upon  the  fubjedt  of  the 
French  revolution.  The  fpedlacle 
that  was  exhibited  in  the  outfet, 
was  that  of  a  nation  long  broken 
to  the  galling  yoke  of  defpotifm, 
that  were  at  length  become  confci- 
ous  of  their  rights,  and  ftruggled  to 
be  free.  This  fpedlacle  could  fcarce- 
ly  fail  to  be  interefting  to  every  up¬ 
right  and  impartial  mind  ;  and  Mr. 
Pitt,  who  had  commenced  his  poli¬ 
tical  career  under  the  ftandard  of 
^iberty  and  reform,  might  reafon- 
ably  be  expedit'd  to  entertain  fome 
fympathy  for  their  exertions.  Mo¬ 


derate  men,  as  they  were  called* 
indulged  the  hope,  that  France 
would  model  her  government  upon 
the  fyftem  of  the  Englifh.  conftitu- 
tion,  or  at  leaft  would  fecure  to  her- 
feir  a  freedom  fome  what  approach¬ 
ing  that  of  which  we  were  in  pof- 
feillon.  But,  when  it  was  feen 
that  the  French  difdained  to  con¬ 
fine  themfelves  to  the  imitation  of 
any  other  people,  and  were  rather 
ambitious  to  hold  up  a  ftandard 
that  fhould  excite  the  deiire  of  fo¬ 
reign  countries,  the  cafe  was  ex¬ 
tremely  altered.  That  moderate 
temper, -which  at.  firft  didlated  ap¬ 
probation,  now  began  to  conceive 
alarm  :  and  men,  interefted  in  the 
maintenance  of  things  in  their  pre¬ 
fent  Hate,  did  not  fail  to  appre¬ 
hend,  that  fo  confpicuous  and  no¬ 
table  an  example  might  by  degrees 
infecl  the  Englifh,  as  well  as  other 
nations,  with  the  defire  of  innova¬ 
tion.  Whatever  were  the  original 
fentiments  of  the  Britifh  admini- 
ftration  refpedfing  the  feenes  actu¬ 
ally  tranfa&ing  in  France,  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  the  revolutipnifts  was  fuffici- 
ently  developed,  and  of  confequence 
a  fpirit  of  caution  excited,  previ- 
oufly  to  the  period  of  which  we  are 
treating.  No  deliberation  feemed 
to  be  more  important,  than  that 
which  fhould  determine  the  conduCt 
to  be  purfued  by  government  up¬ 
on  this  interefting  fubjeCt ;  whe¬ 
ther  means  of  gehtlenefs  and  for¬ 
bearance  on  the  one  hand,  or  thofe 
of  violence  and  determined  oppofi- 
tion  on  the  other,  would  bell  pre¬ 
vent  the  contagion  of  republicanifm 
and  reform  from  fpreading  its  in- 
feflion  among  the  people  of  Eng¬ 
land.  The  fentiments  of  Mr.  Pitt, 
which  we  have  juft  been  recording, 
feem  to  be  confiderably  favourable 
to  the  leaders  in  France  ;  but  it  was 
fuffici ently  known  that  thofe  fen¬ 
timents 
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timents  were  not  unmixed  with  dif- 
approbation,  and  the  friends  of  the 
inimiler  deemed  themfelves  at  liber¬ 
ty  to  fpeak  in  a  more  open  and  ex¬ 
plicit  manner  upon  the  fubjeCt.  Vif- 
coimt  Valletort,  who  had  moved 
the  addrefs  to  the  king  upon  the 
iirft  day  of  the  feffion,  expreffed 
great  compaffion  for  the  prefent 
unhappy  htuation  of  France,  of 
which,  as  he  obferved,  no  province 
was  altogether  free  from  anarchy 
and  con fu non  ;  the  moll  unexampled 
barbarities  had  been  committed  with 
Impunity ;  families  of  diftindlion 
had  been  obliged  to  fly  for  an  afy- 
!um  to  other  countries;  and,  to 
conclude  the  diftreffing  feene,  the 
king  himfelf  was  almoit  a  prifoner 
hi  his  own  palace*  Colonel  Phipps 
took  occalion,  from  the  remarks  of 
Mr.  Fox  upon  the  conduct  of  the 
military  in  France,  to  obferve,  that 
praife  bellowed  upon  them,  was  in 
his  opinion  rather  a  poor  compli¬ 
ment  to  the  profeflipn  in  general. 
If  Mr.  Fox  had  wanted  a  fubjeCl 
for  panegyric,  he  ought  rather  to 
have  looked  to  the  conduct  of  the 
Englifh  army  during  the  riots  of 
1780.  He  would  there  have  feen 
foldiers  indeed  feeling  as  citizens  ; 
but  not  induced,  by  any  falfe  con¬ 
dition  from  thpfc  feelings,  to  put 
themfelves  at  the  head  of  fchemes 
of  anarchy  and  cruelty  ;  not  join¬ 
ing  thofe  who  were  riotoufly  vio¬ 
lating  the  public  peace,  and  Mat¬ 
tering  ruin  among  individuals  ;  but 
patiently  fuhmitting  to  infult,  main¬ 
taining  the  laws  of  the  realm,  and 
adding  under  the  authority  of  the 
civil  power. 

In  the  mean  time  the  fubjeCt  of 
the  French  revolution  was  more  ful¬ 
ly  difeuffed  on  the  ninth  of  Februa¬ 
ry,  when  the  vote  of  fupply  for  the 
army  came  a  fecond  time  under  con¬ 
sideration.  The  fubjeCt  was  revived 


by  Mr.  Burke,  wlio  declared  him* 
felf  in  the  molt  emphatical  manner 
an  enemy  to  the  meafures  that  had 
lately  taken  place  in  France.  It  is 
a  circumltance  fufficiently  wonder¬ 
ful,.  that  a  man  of  fo  comprehenfive 
an  intellect,  of  fuch  aflonifhing  abi¬ 
lity,  and  of  fo  great  natural  and  ac¬ 
quired  powers,  fhould  have  commit¬ 
ted  a  miftake  in  fo  great  and  elTen- 
t’al  a  point.  There  are  however 
fome  confiderations,  that  will  enable 
us  partly  to  account  for  fo  ftrange  a 
phenomenon.  Mr.  Burke  entered 
into  political  life  not  fo  properly 
from  the  introduction  of  his  own 
eminent  talents,  as  by  the  patronage 
of  the  marquis  of  Rockingham, 
himfelf  a  nobleman,  and  the  mem¬ 
ber  of  a  fa&ion  that  had  long  been 
diftinguifhed  by  their  high  ariflo- 
cratical  principles.  Under  thefe 
circumftances  Mr.  Burke  probably 
conceived,  as  a  thoufand  wife  men 
had  done  before  him,  that  it  was 
his  bufinefs  to  aim,  not  at  all  the 
good  which  his  imagination  fug- 
gelled  to  him,  but  only  at  the  good 
which  in  his  htuation  appeared 
practicable.  Men  thus  circum- 
ftanced  foon  come  to  foothe  the 
fervour  of  their  zeal,  by  an  inge¬ 
nious  diftinCtion  between  theory  and 
praCtice,  between  that  which  is 
eternally  true,  and  that  which, 
though  eternally  falfe,  they  con¬ 
ceive  to  be  the  bell  that  can  be 
adapted  to  the  corruptions  of  man¬ 
kind.  Having  once  adopted  thefe 
principles,  Mr.  Burke  employed  the 
unrivalled  powers  of  his  mind  ra¬ 
ther  in  illuflrating  and  adorning 
them,  than  in  accurately  examining 
the  foundation  upon  which  they 
refted.  Accordingly,  through  his 
whole  life  he  has  been  diftinguifhed 
as  the  ardent  champion  of  arifto- 
eracy.  Truth  indeed  occafionally 
broke  in  upon  him,  but  foon  gave, 
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way  to  the  irregular  and  undue  bias 
that  habit  had  created.  When  lie 
contemplated  the  republics  of  an¬ 
tiquity,  however  imperfectly  they 
were  framed,  he  could  not  avoid 
perceiving  that  they  were  produc¬ 
tive  of  many  virtues,  and  much 
energy  of  mind,  to  which  modern 
times  have  been  nearly  ft  rangers. 
He  could  not  help  declaring  that  “he 
loved,  he  revered,  and  adored  the 
true  principles  of  republicanifm,’5 
and  exclaiming,  upon  this  mode  of 
government  as  “  a  venerable  and 
illuftrious  fabric,  the  labour  of  cen¬ 
turies,  the  admiration  of  ages,  and 
the  mother  of  heroifm^.”  There 
was  another  incident  that  tempora¬ 
rily  diverted  Mr.  Burke  from  the 
purfuit  of  the  erroneous  fyftem  he 
had  adopted.  This  was  the  Ame¬ 
rican  revolt  ;  the  vindication  of 
which,  from  the  circumftances  of 
the  times,  became  an  objedt  with 
the  party  of  which  Mr.  Burke  was 
a  member ;  and  it  was  impoffible 
that,  while  he  reafoned  with  the 
acutenefs  of  his  mind  upon  fuch  a 
fubjedf,  he  ftiould  not  advance  many 
principles  altogether  incompatible 
with  the  narrow  fyftem  he  had  em¬ 
braced.  But  thefe  were  temporary 
deviations,  from  which  his  mind 
returned  to  its  cherilhed  miftake. 
Nor  was  ariftocratical  prejudice  the 
only  difadvantage  under  which  his 
mind  laboured  in  the  prefent  in- 
ftance.  His  attachment  to  the  caufe 
of  religion  was  certainly  not  lefs 
than  his  attachment  to  the  caufe  of 
ariftocracy.  He  therefore  looked 
on  Voltaire  and  the  free-thinkers  of 
France  with  a  fpecies  of  horror ; 
and  he  confidered  the  revolution  of 
1789  as  the  victory  of  free-thinking 
and  licentioufnefs  over  morals  and 
revelation.  So  ftrongly  has  his  mind 
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been  pervaded  with  this  prejudice# 
that  many  years  ago,  when  Mr. 
Turgot  was  at  the  head  of  the 
French  adminift ration,  he  was  per- 
fuaded  to  believe  that  a  projeCt  was 
formed  by  the  then  government  for 
the  civil  eftablifhment  of  atheifm# 
though  neither  Turgot  nor  Voltaire 
were  atheifts  ;  and  was  actually  con¬ 
vinced,  that  no  man  at  that  time 
could  obtain  the  loweft  fituation  in 
any  of  the  public  offices,  without 
previoufty  declaring  his  perfuailon 
that  there  was  no  God.  It  can 
fcarcely  be  matter  of  furprife,  that  a 
perfon,  who  at  that  time  could  be 
imprefled  with  fo  groundlefs  an 
alarm,  fhould  be  fhockedat  the  dar¬ 
ing  and  innovating  fpirit  of  the  na¬ 
tional  affembly.  Meanwhile  the  ar¬ 
dour,  and  intrepidity  of  Mr.  Burke 
in  defence  of  his  errors,  muft  be  to 
the  candid  mind  the  ftrongeft  of  all 
proofs  of  his  fmcerity  ;  and  his  inde¬ 
fatigable  exertions  will  no  doubt  be 
finally  productive  of  the  greateft  ad¬ 
vantage  to  the  caufe  of  juftice, 
equality  and  truth. 

In  his  fpeech  upon  the  prefent 
occafion  Mr.  Burke  acknowledged, 

<D  " 

that  he  had  rifen  chiefly  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  noticing  what  he  was  in¬ 
formed  Mr.  Fox  had  faid  upon  ths 
fubjedt  of  the  French  revolution. 
He  was  fully  perfuaded  that  Mr. 
Fox  had  by  no  means  intended  to 
countenance  any  thing  hoftile  to 
the  Englifh  conftitution.  But  he  was 
anxious  that  he  fhould  not  be  mifun- 
derftood  ;  and  he  conceived  that  it 
would  be  the  greateft  of  all  calami¬ 
ties  for  ' this  country,  if  any  fet  of 
men  among  us  fliould  endeavour  to 
hold  up  the  late  tranfadfcions  in 
France  as  a  fit  objedt  for  our  imita¬ 
tion.  Mr.  Burke  examined  the 
prefent  ftat,e  of  Europe,  and  con- 
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demned  in  very  pointed  terms  the 
high  rate  at  which  our  military 
effablifhment  was  taken  in  the  pre- 
ient  eftimates.  In  looking  over  the 
geography  of  this  quarter  of  the 
world,  he  faw  a  great  gap?  a  vail 
blank,  the  fpace  hitherto  occupied 
by  France,  and  which  was  no  longer 
of  any  importance  in  the  balance  of 
power. 

- Jacet  ingens  littore  truncus, 

Avulfumque  humeris  caput,  &  fine  no¬ 
mine  corpus. 

France,  he  faid,  had  always  been 
an  obiedt  for  our  vigilance,  whether 
we  confidered  her  as  an  enemy  or  a 
friend.  Under  the  former  of  thefe 
characters,  fne  had  made  herfelf  fuf- 
liciently  confpicuous  ;  and  as  to  the 
latter  it  mitrht  be  obferved,  that  our 
iriendfhip  and  mtercourfe  with  that 
nation  had  formerly  been,  and  might 
become  again,  more  dangerous  than 
their  werff  hoftility.  In  the  laid 
century  JLouis  the  Fourteenth  had 
eftablifhed  a  greater  military  force, 
and  a  more  perfect  defpotifm,  than 
bad  ever  before  exifted  in  Europe. 
His  example  bad  infedted  all  the 
neighbouring  powers  ;  and  in  par¬ 
ticular  our  fovereigns,  king  Charles 
the  Second,  and  king  James  the  Se¬ 
cond,  were  fmitten  with  admiration 
of  a  government  fo  flattering  to  the 
pride  of  kings.  The  good  patriots 
of  that  day  however  had  ftruggled 
againff  it.  They  fought  for  nothing 
more  anxi.oufly  than  to  break  off 
all  communication  with  France, 
and  by  the  afiiliance  of  religious 
animofities  this  purpofe  was  in  fome 
degree  effected.  In  the  lait  age  we 
had  been  in  danger  of  being  en¬ 
tangled  by  the  example  of  France 
in  the  net  of  a  relentlefs  defpotifm. 
Our  prefent  danger,  from  the  model 
pf  a  people  whofe  character  knew 
po  medium,  was  that  of  being  led, 
through  an  admiration  of  fuccefsful 


fraud  and  violence,  to  imitate  the 
excefies  of  an  irrational,  unprin¬ 
cipled,  proscribing,  confifcatmg, 
plundering,  ferocious,  bloody  and 
tyrannical  democracy. 

The  French  had  made  their  way 
through  the  deftYudtion  of  their 
country  to  a  bad  conffitution,  when 
they  were  abfolutely  in  poffeflion  of 
a  good  one.  They  were  in  pofifef- 
hon  of  it  the  day  the  ftates  general 
met  in  feparate  orders.  Their  bufi- 
nefs,  had  they  been  either  virtuous 
or  wife,  or  indeed  had  they  been 
left  to  their  own  judgment,  was  to 
fecure  the  liability  and  independence 
of  the  conffitution  which  was  thus 
given  them,  and  to  redrefs  fuch 
grievances  as  might  call  for  their 
interference.  But  inftead  of  this, 
to  which  they  were  called  by  the 
monarch,  and  lent  by  their  country, 
they  were  influenced  to  take  a  very- 
different  courfe.  They  deftroyed 
all  thofe  balances  and  checks  which 
ferve  to  give  ffeadinefs  to  a  conffi- 
tution  ;  and  melted  down  the  whole 
into  4one  incongruous,  ill-digefted 
mafs.  \V  ith  the  moff  atrocious  per¬ 
fidy  and  breach  of  all  faith  among 
men,  they  laid  the  axe  to  the  root 
of  property,  and  consequently  of 
national  profperity,  by  the  princi¬ 
ples  they  effablilhed,  and  the  exam¬ 
ple  they  let  in  confifcating  the  pof- 
feffions  of  the  church.  They  made 
and  recorded  a  fort  of  inftitute  and 
digeft  of  anarchy,  called  the  rights 
of  man  ;  an  inllitute,  that  fubverted 
the  Hate,  and  brought  on  fuch  cala¬ 
mities  as  no  country  without  a  long 
war  had  ever  been  known  to  fuffer. 
A  blind  and  cruel  democracy  had 
carried  every  thing  before  them. 
Their  conduct  was  marked  with  the 
moff  favage  and  unfeeling  barbarity. 
They  had  no  other  fyftem,  than  a 
determination  to  deffroy  all  order, 
fubvert  all  arrangement,  and  reduce 
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every  rank  and  defcription  of  men 
to  one  level.  Their  fignal  of  at¬ 
tack  was  the  war-whoop,  their  li¬ 
berty  was  licentioufnefs,  and  their 
religion  atheifm. 

Mr.  Burke  was  forry  that  a  pro¬ 
ceeding  like  this  fhould  by  any  one 
be  compared  to  the  glorious  event, 
commonly  called  the  revolution,  in 
England.  In  tiuth,  the  circum- 
ftances  of  our  revolution  and  that  of 
France  were  the  reverie  of  each 
other  in  almoft  every  particular. 
With  us  it  was  the  cafe  of  a  legal 
monarch  attempting  arbitrary  pow¬ 
er  ;  in  France  it  was  the  cafe  of  an 
arbitrary  monarch  beginning,  from 
whatever  caufe,  to  legalize  his  au¬ 
thority.  With  us  we  got  rid  of  the 
man,  and  preferred  the  conftituent 
parts  of  the  date.  What  we  did 
was,  in  truth  and  in  a  conftitutional 
light,  a  revolution,  not  made,  but 
prevented..  We  did  not  impair  the 
monarchy ;  perhaps  it  might  be  fhewn 
that  we  confiderably  added  to  its 
ftrength.  The  eftates,  the  majefty, 
and  the  fplendour  of  the  church  con¬ 
tinued  the  fame;  We  began  with  re¬ 
paration,  and  riot  with  ruin.  All  the 
energies  of  the  country  were  awak- 
ened.  England  never  prefented  a 
firmer  countenance  or  a  more  vigo¬ 
rous  arm  to  her  rivals  and  her  ene¬ 
mies. 

Mr.  Burke  added,  that  the  fepa- 
ration  of  a  limb  from  his  body  could 
fcarcely  give  him  more  pain,  than 
the  idea  of  differing  violently  and 
publicly  with  Mr.  Fox  in  opinion. 
He  was  confident  however,  that 
the  occafion  would  never  be  afford- 
ed  ;  but,  if  he  could  allow  himfelf 
to  make  the  fuppolitiony  and  if  his 
deareft  friend  upon  earth  were  to 
aft  a  uart  fo  irreconcileable  with 

i 

what  he  regarded  as  the  firft  duty 
of  a  member  of  the  Englifh  parlia¬ 
ment,  as  to  countenance  any  attempt 


to  overturn  our  conftitution,  he 
pledged  himfelf  to  oppofe  him. 
He  traded  that  what  he  now  laid 
would  not  be  mifc'onftrued  into  a 
defertion  of  the  men  with  whom  he 
had  fo  long  afted.  He  wifiied,  as 
one  of  the  created  benefits  that 

o  _ 

could  befah  this  country,  to  fee  an 
eminent  ftiare  of  power  in  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Fox.  He  knew,  that,  to 
his  great  and  maderly  underftand- 
ing,  he  joined  the  utmoft  pofiible 
degree  of  moderation  ;  that  he  was' 
of  the  mod  artlefs,  candid,  open 
and  benevolent  difpofition ;  difio- 
tereded  in  the  extreme  ;  of  a  tem¬ 
per  mild  and  placable  even  to  a 
fault ;  and  without  one  drop  of  gall 
in  his  conditutiom  Mr.  Burke 
traded  that  he  fhould  not  be  con¬ 
fide  red  as  an  enemv  to  reformation.' 

j 

Almoft  every  bufmefs  in  which  he 
had  been  much  concerned,  from  the 
firft  day  he  fat  in  that  houfe,  had' 
been  a  bufinefs  of  reformation  ;  andp 
when  he  was  not  employed  in  cor¬ 
recting,  he  had  been  engaged  in  re-' 
fifting  abides.  But  the  time  was 
come,  when  it  was  neceffary  to  draw 
a  line  between  reformation  and  de¬ 
ft  raft  ion,  that  wife  forefight  that 
provided  againft  abufe,  and  that 
wild  fpirit  of  innovation  with  which.- 
nothing  was  facred. 

Mr.  Fox  expreffed  great  concern* 
at  being  obliged  to  make  a  few  re¬ 
marks  in  anfvver  to  the  fpeech  of 
Mr.  Burke.  He  profeffed  for  him 
the  higheft  reverence  and  efteera  s 
and  declared,  that,  were  he  to  put  all 
the  political  information  that  he  had 
gained  from  books,  all  that  he  had 
learned  from  fcierice,  or  that  any 
knowledge  of  the  world  and  ■  its 
affairs  had  taught  him  into  one  great- 
fcale,  and  the  improvement  he  had 
derived  from  Mr.  Burke’s  inftruc- 
tion  and  converfation  into  the  other, 
he  fhould  be  at  a  lofs  to  which  of 
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the  two  to  decide  the  preference* 
Mr.  Fox  repeated  his  defence  of 
the  French  proceedings;  at  the  fame 
time  declaring,  that  he  was  him- 
felf  equally  the  enemy  of  all  abfo- 
lute  forms  of  government,  whether 
monarchy,  ariftocracy  or  demo¬ 
cracy.  Fie  was  a  friend  only  to 
a  mixed  government  like  our  own, 
in  which  if  the  ariftocracy,  or 
indeed  any  of  the  three  branches, 
were  deftroyed,  the  good  effedt  of 
the  whole,  and  the  happinefs  de¬ 
rived  under  it,  would  in  his  mind 
be  at  an  end. 

Mr.  Sheridan  was  more  unquali¬ 
fied  in  his  difapprobation  of  the 
reafonings  of  Mr.  Burke,  and  re¬ 
marked,  that  he  differed  from  him 
in  almoft  every  word  he  had  uttered 
reipedling  the  French  revolution. 
He  expreffed  his  furprife  at  its  be- 
ing  poffible  for  a  man  of  his  general 
principles,  oV  indeed  for  any  one 
who  valued  our  ecovernment  and  the 
Englifh  revolution,  to  feel  fuch  in¬ 
dignation  and  abhorrence  of  the  pa¬ 
triotic  proceedings  in  France.  He 
was  as  ready  as  Mr.  Burke  to  deteft 
the  cruelties  that  had  been  commit¬ 
ted  ;  but  what  was  the  ftrikinsf  lef- 
Ion,  the  awful  moral,  that  thefe  out¬ 
rages  taught  ?  A  deeper  abhorrence 
of  that  fyflem  of  defpotic  govern¬ 
ment,  which  had  fo  deformed  and 
corrupted  human  nature  ;  of  a  fpe- 
cies  of  government,  that  trampled 
upon  the  property,  the  liberty,  and 
the  lives  of  its  fubjekfs  ;  that  dealt 
in  extortions,  dungeons  and  tor¬ 
ture,  and  that  prepared  beforehand  a 
day  of  fanguinary  vengeance,  when 
the  irritated  populace  fhould  pof- 
fefs  themfelves  of  power.  But, 
whatever  were  thefe  outrages,  was 
the  national  affembly  in  any  refpedf 
aafwerable  for  them — that  affem- 
bly,  which  had  exerted  a  firmnefs 
and  perfeverance  hitherto  unexafu- 
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pled,  that  had  fecured  the  liberty 
of  France,  and  vindicated  the  caufe 
of  mankind  What  adfion  of  theirs 
authorifed  the  appellation  of  a 
bloody,  ferocious  and  tyrannical 
democracy  ?  Mr.  Burke  had  avert¬ 
ed,  that  the  French  might  have  re¬ 
ceived  a  good  conftitution  from  the 
monarch.  Had  it  then  been  pre¬ 
pared  for  them  in  the  camp  of  mar- 
fhal  Broglio  ?  or  were  they  to  fearch 
for  it  in  the  ruins  of  the  Baflille  ? 
Mr.  Sheridan  purfued  the  fufcjedft 
with  great  ardour,  and  compliment¬ 
ed  individually  the  marquis  de  la 
Fayette,  Mr.  Bailly,  and  others  of 
the  French  patriots.  Fie  avowed 
an  eager  and  {'anguine  hope,  that 
the  defpotifm  of  France  would  never 
be  reftored.  In  defiring  however 
that  their  government  might  he 
radically  amended,  he  obferved,  that 
he  could  not  juftly  be  confidered  as 
approving  a  wanton  perfecution  of 
the  nobility,  or  an  infult  upon  royal¬ 
ty.  It  v/as  confiftent  with  the  fpirit 
of  the  moll  perfedl  conftitution,  that 
the  monarch  fhould  retain  all  the 
prerogatives  becoming  the  firft  ma- 
giftrate  of  fo  great  a  country. 

Mr.  Burke  anfwered  Mr.  Sheri¬ 
dan  with  indignation.  He  declared 
that  from  that  moment  he  and  that 
gentleman  were  for  ever  feparated 
in  politics.  In  the  inftant  however 
of  feparation  he  might  have  expect¬ 
ed  a  fair  and  candid  ftatement  of 
his  argument,  and  believed  that 
fomethmg  was  due  to  the  ghoft  of 
departed  friendfhip.  He  appealed 
to  every  one  that  knew  him,  whe¬ 
ther  he  could  be  juftly  charged  with 
being  the  advocate  of  defpotifm  ;  or 
whether  through  his  whole  life  he 
had  not  perpetually  appeared  on  the 
fide  of  privilege,  moderation  and 
juftice.  He  denied,  that  he  had  ut¬ 
tered  a  fingle  word,  that  could  be 
conftrued  into  an  imputation  of 
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cruelty  and  ferocioufnefs  again!!  the 
national  affembly  ;  or  that  had  coun¬ 
tenanced  the  idea  of  feeking  a  con- 
ilitution  from  marfhal  Broglio  at 
the  head  of  his  army,  or  amidft  the 
dungeons  of  the  Baftille.  He  con¬ 
cluded  that  Mr.  Sheridan  had  made 
a  facrifice  of  his  friendffiip  in  ex¬ 
change  for  the  applaufe  of  clubs  and 
affociations  ;  and  allured  him,  that 
he  would  find  the  acquifition  too 
infignificant,  to  be  worth  the  price 
at  which  it  was  purchafed. 

Mr.  Pitt  feemed  to  be  encouraged 
by  the  invebtive  of  Mr.  Burke  to  a 
more  explicit  avowal  of  his  fenti- 
ments.  He  declared,  that  he  agreed 
with  him  in  almoft  every  point  that 
he  had  urged  refpeefingthe  late  com¬ 
motions  in  France.  Pie  drew  a 
comparifon  between  the  happy  and 
genuine  freedom  enjoyed  by  Eng- 
I’iffimen,  and  the  unqualified  nomi¬ 
nal  liberty  of  France,  which  was  in 
fabt  at  the  prefent  moment  the 
moft  abfolute,  direbt  and  intolera¬ 
ble  flavery.  Fie  might  differ  with 
Mr.  Burke  in  regard  to  fome  parti¬ 
culars,  but  he  trufled  they  did  not 
differ  in  fundamental  principles.  He 
felt  himfelf  bound  to  acknowledge, 
that  the  fentiments  Mr.  Burke  had 
that  day  profeffed  refpebting  the 
Britifh  conftitution  filled  him  with 
the  fincereft  fatisfabtion  ;  and  the 
manner,  in  which  he  had  pledged 
himfelf  to  maintain  it  for  ever  invio¬ 
late,  entitled  him  to  the  gratitude 
of  his  fellow  citizens  at  prefent,  and 
of  the  lateft  pofterity. 

The  vote  of  fupply  for  the  ex¬ 
penditure  of  the  office  of  ordnance 
underwent  conliderable  difeuffion  in 
the  prefent  feffion  ;  but  the  topics 
debated  and  the  arguments  adduced 
were  for  the  moft  part  fimilar  to 
thofe  which  we  have  detailed  in  our 
preceding  volumes.  The  expendi¬ 
ture  was  aflerted  to  be  prodigal,  ill- 
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advifed  and  injudicious,  in  the  erec¬ 
tion  of  fortifications  in  the  Weft- 
Indies,  in  the  addition  of  new  works 
at  Gibraltar, and  in  certain  buildings 
carried  on  at  Plymouth,  particularly 
a  houfe  for  the  ufe  of  the  governor, 
who  was  dated  to  be  ufually  a  non- 
refiffent,  and  his  office  afinecure.  Mr. 
Courtenay,  formerly  fur  veyor  general 
of  the  ordnance,moved  for  a  commit¬ 
tee  to  enquire  into  thefe  complaints  ; 
and,  in  the  fpeech  by  which  he  in¬ 
troduced  the  motion,  he  undertook 
to  prove,  that  the  duke  of  Rich¬ 
mond,  mailer  general,  had  arrogated 
to  himfelf  applaufe  which  he  did  not 
deferve,  and  laid  down  rules  of 
oeconomy  which  he  did  not  follow  ; 
that  he  had  unneceffarily  demanded 
the  public  money  ;  that  he  had  ac¬ 
cumulated  a  balance  for  fever al 
years  which  he  had  ftudioufly  con¬ 
cealed  ;  that,  when  any  ordnance 
documents  had  been  moved  for,  the 
accounts  given  in  had  been  erro¬ 
neous  ;  that  the  eftimates  of  forti¬ 
fication  were  deceitful;  that  he 
had  introduced  a  regulation  by 
which  every  foldier  and  artificer  coil 
the  public  fix  or  feven  (hillings  a  day 
inftead  of  half  a  crown  ;  that  he  had 
wafted  the  public  treafure  in  the 
Weft-Indies  ;  and  that  he  never  laid 
down  a  fyftem  from  which  he  did 
not  afterwards  deviate.  The  mo¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Courtenay  was  carried 
in  the  negative. 

A  tranfabtion,  that  related  to  the 
difpofal  of  the  public  money,  and 
which  may  therefore  with  propriety 
be  ftated  in  this  place,  related  to  the 
falary  of  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of 
commons,  which,  exciufive  of  fer- 
vices  of  plate  and  other  incidental 
advantages,  amounted  to  three  thou- 
fand  pounds  per  annum.  It  was 
fettled,  that  certain  refpebtablemem- 
bers  from  the  oppofilion  fide  of  the 
houfe  fhould  be  foremoit  in  bringing 
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on  tliis  me&fure,  and  it  was  accord¬ 
ingly  carried  with  great  unanimity  ; 
Mr,  Hufley  only  oppofiflg  it,  as 
tending  to  augment  the  influence  of 
the  crown,  and  particularly  com¬ 
plaining  of  that  part  of  the  motion, 
by  which  it  was  proposed  to  take  the 
additional  falary  out  of  the  finking 
fund,  and  not  out  or  the  civil  hit. 
It  was  intended  to  raife  the  income 
of  the  fpeakePs  office  to  the  annual 
amount  of  five  thoufapd  pounds, 
which  fum  Mr*  Burke  however 
Hated  as  being  even  then  infufFrcient ; 
and  in  this  opinion  the  home  fo 
completely  coincided, that  an  amend¬ 
ment  for  increafmg  the  fpecific  fum 
to  fix  thoufand  pounds,  though 
moved  by  a  commoner  of  little 
perfonai  weight,  was  carried  by  a 
majority  of  more  than  five  to  one. 
It  was  fupported  by  Mr.  Fox,  at 
the  fame  time  that  Mr.  Pitt  defired 
that  the  amendment  might  be  with¬ 
drawn,  as  preferring  the  fum  which 
had  been  adopted  upon  mature  de¬ 
liberation,  to  that  which  was  prompt¬ 
ed  by  a  momentary  fuggettion. 

A  topic,  which  called  forth  as 
great  an  effort  of  ability  as  any  that 
Was  brought  forward  in  the  courfe 
of  the  feffion,  was  the  motion  of 
Mr;  Sheridan  for  a  repeal  of  the  a£l 
of  the  preceding  year,  fubjecling 
the  manu failure  of  tobacco  to  the 
iurvey  of  the  excife.  The  manufac¬ 
turers  were  heard  by  their  counfel, 
and  a  con  fide  rable  body  of  evidence 
Was  adduced  to  prove  the  allega¬ 
tion  that  had  been  fluted  while  the 
ail  itfelf  was  in  progrefs,  that  the 
furvey  of  the  excife  was  inapplicable 
to  the  manufacture  of  tobacco. 

Mr,  Sheridan  introduced  his  mo¬ 
tion  on  the  fifteenth  of  April,  and 
in  a  {train  of  the  molt  forcible  elo¬ 
quence  endeavoured  to  fet  forth 
all  the  enormities  with  which  the 
collection  of  the  excife  was  attended. 


He  began  withdlating,  that  no  effort 
had  been  left  unemployed  to  deter 
the  manufacturers  from  bringing  for¬ 
ward  the  prefent  motion.  They  had 
been  loaded  with  every  fpecies  of  ca¬ 
lumny  ;  and  he  as  well  as  they  had 
been  endeavoured  to  be  deterred  by 
the  affaults  ofdaiiy  mifreprefentation. 
Whifpers  and  reports  had  been  pro¬ 
pagated  of  jealoufies  entertained  of 
him  by  fome  of  his  deareft  friends, 
and  of  an  oppolition  affirmed  to 
have  been  made  by  the  duke  of 
Portland  againfl  certain  views  and 
expectations  that  he  was  faid  to  have 
entertained.  Mr.  Sheridan  afferted 
that  no  report  could  be  more 
groundlefs  ;  and  added,  that,  if  he  had 
had  it  in  his  power  to  make  the  man, 
whofe  good  opinion  he  fhould  mofl 
highly  prize,  think  flatteringly  of 
him,  he  fhould  only  ddire  that  man 
to  think  of  him  precifely  as  the  duke 
of  Portland  did,  and  his  ambition  up¬ 
on  tire  fubjeft  would  be  moft  amply 
gratified.  The  jealoufies  to  which 
he  alluded  exilted  only  in  the  brain 
of  his  traducers  ;  he  defied  any  man 
to  charge  him  with  one  act,  that 
could  be  tortured  into  a  violation  of 
any  engagement  he  had  ever  formed,; 
If  he  could  be  truly  charged  with 
any  di {honourable,  mean  or  unman¬ 
ly  proceeding,  his  feelings  would 
indeed  be  different  from  thofe  with 
which  he  was  now  impreffed  ;  his 
mind  in  that  cafe  would  fling  him 
more,  than  the  bittereft  reproaches 
of  his  mofl  calumniating  enemies. 
Mr.  Sheridan  added,  that  he  had 
hitherto  treated  thofe  afperfions 
with  contemptuous  filence  and  that 
he  fliould  not  even  have  befiowed 
upon  them  this  momentary  notice, 
if  he  had  not  found  fome  reafon  to 
imagine,  a  reafon  which  had  oc¬ 
curred  only  a  few  hours  ago,  that 
thefe  charges  were  confidered  by 
many  perfons  as  founded  in  truth. 
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Mr.  Sheridan  proceeded  to  ex- 
amin'e  the  fpirlt  and  fyftem  of  the 
revenue  by  excife.  He  held  in  his 
hand  a  book,  which  contained  only 
ten  abts  of  parliament  for  enforcing 
this  mode  of  collebtion ;  and  he 
would  venture  to  declare,  that  in 
no  age  or  country  had  the  blacked: 
defpotifm  purfued  meafures  more 
tyrannical,  cruel  and  oppreffive,  than 
were  to  be  found  in  that  book.  It 
would  prove  an  endlefs  talk  to  point 
out  the  various  inftances  which  had 
come  to  his  knowledge  of  the  op- 
preffive  fpirit  of  the  excife.  He 
would  content  himfelf  with  one. 
An  eminent  diftiller  of  a  very  fair 
character  had  occafion  to  difpute  a 
judgment,  by  which  a  quantity  of 
fpirits  had  been  feized  and  con¬ 
demned,  as  being  above  proof.  He 
had  maintained,  that  they  were  not 
above  proof ;  that  Clarke’s  hydro¬ 
meter,  by  which  they  had  been 
tried,  was  faulty  ;  and  that,  if  the 
fpirits  were  tried  by  accurately  made 
hydrometers,  they  would  be  found 
to  be  fuch  as  the  law  required  them 
to  be.  The  cafe  turned  out  to  be 
precifely  as  the  diftiller  had  hated  ; 
Mr.  Clarke  had  admitted  that  his 
hydrometer  was  faulty,  and  requeu¬ 
ed  the  commiffioners  of  excife  to 
give  him  leave  to  amend  it.  What 
had  their  conduct  abtually  been  ? 
They  had  procured  a  claufe  to  be 
inferted  in  a  general  bill,  enabling 
that  Clarke’s  hydrometer  fhould  in 
future  be  the  legal  ftandard.  This 
lingle  in  ft  a  nee  might  afford  fome  idea 
of  the  fpirit  of  the  excife  laws  ,  the 
idea  however  would  be  faint,  and  fall 
infinitely  fhort  of  the  reality.  If  in 
the  courfe  of  a  trial  it  was  found, 
that  a  perfon,  whofe  goods  were 
feized,  had  been  able  to  recover 
them,  a  new  claufe  or  abt  was  pro¬ 
vided  to  meet  this  particular  cafe. 
So  that  the  fyftem  of  excife  laws 
1790. 


was  not  founded  on  any  general  pri n * 
ciple,  but  advanced  regularly  from  & 
lower  to  a  higher  degree  of  oppref- 
fion.  In  the  reign  of  king^Charles 
the  Second,  when  the  fyftem  began 
to  appear,  an  excife  officer  could 
not  break  into  a  houfe,  without  an 
information  upon  oath,  without  a 
warrant  from  a  juftice  of  peace,  and 
the  prefence  of  a  conftable  ;  and  no 
houfe,  even  with  all  thefe  precau¬ 
tions,  could  be  entered  by  an  excife  - 
man  in  the  night.  But  by  degrees 
all  thefe  barriers,  erebted  for  the 
proteblion  of  liberty,  were  beaten 
down.  There  were  certain  cafes  in 
which  the  trader  was  admitted  to 
appeal  to  trial  by  jury  :  but  even 
here  the  trader  and  the  excifeman 
did  not  go  into  court,  as  ought  to 
be  the  cafe  in  a  free  country,  upon 
equal  terms.  If  goods  were  feized, 
the  owner  became  obliged  to  prove  ' 
that  they  had  paid  the  duty  ;  but  ,• 
the  officer  was  not  likewife  reduced 
to  the  neceffity  of  proving  thaMhew- 
were  feizable.  The  officer  could  * 
bring  his  abtion  within  three  years, 
the  trader  within  three  months^ 
The  latter  was  compelled  to  give 
notice  in  writing  of  the  grounds  on 
which  he  intended  to  proceed.  He 
was  reftrained  at  the  time  of  trial 
from  entering  into  any  frefh  evi¬ 
dence  ;  and  after  all,  though  the 
jury,  on  finding  the  conduct  of  the 
officer  to  be  vexatious,  malicious 
and  oppreffive,  fhould  give  the  trader 
five  thoufand  pounds  damages,  yet 
if  the  judge  fhould  certify  that  there 
was  probable  ground  for  the  feizure, 
thefe  damages  might  be  reduced  to 
two-pence.  Mr.  Sheridan  thought 
highly  of  the  integrity  and  patriot  - 
ifm  of  the  prefen t  judges  ;  but  he 
did  not  conceive  it  fitting  that  the 
liberty  and  property  of  the  fubjebt 
fhould  depend  upon  the  character  of  * 
individuals.  He  might  perhaps  be 
F  told. 
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told,  that  the  fling  of  the  excife 
laws  was  taken,  away  by  the  mode¬ 
ration  with  which  they  were  exe¬ 
cuted.  The  attorney  -  general,  fir 
Archibald  Macdonald,  had  faid, 
upon  a  former  occafion,  that  in  laCt 
not  more  than  feven  and  a  half  per 
cent,  was  levied  of  all.  the  fines  and 
penalties  incurred  by  the  traders. 
This  very  moderation  was  a  ground 
for  alarm.  It  (hewed  that  thofe, 
who  incurred  penalties  under  the 
excife  laws,  held  ninety-two  and  a 
half  per  cent,  of  their  property  at 
the  pleafure  of  the  crown,  and  con- 
fequently  were  obliged  to  fubmit  to 
any  thing  rather  than  offend  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  the  day.  Lying  thus 
at  the  mercy  of  adminiftration,  their 
fpirit  was  broken  down,  and  they 
became  lefs  good  citizens  and  fub- 
jeffis  than  they  were  before,  Mr. 
Sheridan  read  a  letter  from  an  emi¬ 
nent  manufa&urer  of  the  town  of 
Hull,  from  which  it  appeared,  that 
he  regarded  the  a£t  as  oppreffive, 
abfurd  and  impracticable  ;  and  that 
two  at  lead  out  of  the  three  partners 
in  his  houfe  had  been  upon  the 
point  of  retiring  from  it  on  account 
of  this  aCt  j  yet  he  was  of  opinion 
that  the  manufacturers  ought  to  ac- 
quiefce,  left  by  throwing  themfelves 
into  the  arms  of  oppofition  they 
fhould  become  expofed  to  the  dif* 
pleafure  of  government.  Such  wa3 
the  mode  of  thinking  and  adting, 
into  which  a  free-born  fubjeCt  might 
be  driven  by  the  oppreffive  fpirit  of 
the  excife.  Nor  was  this  to  be 
wondered  at.  The  officers  of  ex¬ 
cife,  without  any  one  motive  to  treat 
with  refpeCt  the  liberties  of  the 
people,  had  feme  temptation  to  en¬ 
deavour  to  deftroy  them.  The  ie^ 
giflature  had  deprived  thefe  officers 
of  their  elective  franchife,  by  an 
aCl,  for  which  it  was  true  he  had 
himfelf  voted ;  but  in  fo  doing  he 


had  been  guided  rather  by  his  high 
opinion  of  thofe  who  had  propofed 
it,  than  by  the  dictates  of  his  own 
judgment ;  for  he  held  the  birth¬ 
right  of  men  to  be  too  facred  a  pro* 
perty  to  be  taken  from  them  with¬ 
out  the  moll  invincible  neceffity. 
Smarting  however  under  this  dif- 
franchifement,  they  might  be  ex- 
peCled  to  go  forth  with  the  pleaf- 
ing  hope  of  revenging  the  affront  . 
they  had  themfelves  received  by  ha- 
raffing  and  oppreffing  others.  And 
yet  thefe  were  the  perfons  who  were 
to  be  the  public  fpirited  deftroyers 
of  fmuggling,  and  the  reftorers  of 
fair  and  honeft  principles  of  trade. 
Thefe  degraded  teachers,  reprobat¬ 
ed  reformers,  and  excommunicated 
miffionaries,  with  brands  upon  their 
backs,  and  fcourges  in  their  hands, 
would  no  doubt  eftabliffi  a  fyftem  of 
commerce,  equally  ufeful  to  govern¬ 
ment  and  to  the  trading  intereft. 

Mr.  Sheridan  undertook  to  prove, 
that,  fo  far  from  its  being  true,  as 
had  lately  feemed  to  have  been  fup- 
pofed,  that  queftions  of  commerce 
did  not  regard  the  country  gentle¬ 
men,  they  had  even  a  greater  inte¬ 
reft  in  them  than  the  traders  them¬ 
felves.  In  ’what  manner  was  the  na¬ 
tional  debt  to  be  extinguifhed  ?  At 
pnefent  the  land  flood  pledged  for 
the  payment  of  it ;  but  the  foil  it- 
felf,  the  docks  and  herds  that  grazed 
upon  it,  and  the  ore  dug  from  its 
bowels,  were  infufficient,  and  mull 
Hand  mortgaged  for  ever,  unlefs  re¬ 
deemed  by  that  which  bid  defiance 
to  fpace  or  time,  the  inexhauftible 
refource  of  trade,  fupported  by  the 
irreliftible  energy  of  enterprize,  and 
prote&ed  by  the  inviolable  fanClion 
of  the  legiflature.  The  traders 
themfelves,  on  the  other  hand,  had 
ufually  no  permanent  or  hereditary 
intereft  in  trade.  It  was  their  wifh 
to  get  out  of  it  as  foon  as  they 
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coiiid.  They  might  therefore  be 
anxious  only  fpeediiy  to  enrich 
themfelves,  and  indifferent  to  the 
future  fituation  of  commerce  ;  while 
there  was  not  a  fet  oi:  men  in  the 
nation  fo  much  bound  as  the  land- 
owners,  to  rehit  every  meafure,  that 
might  check  or  cramp  its  operations 
either  now  or  hereafter. 

Mr.  Sheridan  proceeded  to  enu¬ 
merate  his  objections  to  the  to¬ 
bacco  aCt  of  the  lait  feffion.  The 
hardfhips  it  impofed  upon  the  fair 
dealer  were  fuch,  as  muit  neceflarily 
deftroy  the  legal  trade,  while  many 
of  its  provihons  were  calculated 
to  encourage  fmuggling,  and  pro¬ 
vide  a  fecure  afylum  to  protect  its 
growth.  The  claufe  by  which  it 
was  prohibited  to  carry  on  the  ma¬ 
nufacture  of  tobacco,  excepting  in 
cities  and  market  towns  within  five 
miles  of  the  coait,  fell  particularly 
Under  his  animadverhon.  In  all 
other  buhnelfes  the  officer  was 
obliged  to  go  to  the  manufacturer ; 
but  under  this  aCt  the  manufacturer 
was  compelled  to  come  to  the  offi¬ 
cer.  It  might  be  imagined,  that 
the  board  of  excife  would  have  been 
fatisfied  with  the  power  of  fending 
its  officers  to  break  into  our  houfes 
at  their  pleafure :  but  that,  it  feems, 
was  not  enough.  They  fay,  <c  bring 
us  that  mill  and  ftream  from  the 
valley  ;  we  cannot  go  fo  far  from 
home  to  furvey  it.”  It  was  obvious 
that  the  act  would  totally  deftroy 
the  export  trade  of  manufactured 
tobacco.  It  limited  the  exportation 
to  the  ifland  of  Jerfey,  and  left  it 
to  the  determination  of  the  commif- 
fioners  of  excife  who  fhould  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  enter  into  that  export. 
The  ground  of  the  limitation  was, 
that  the  manufacture  might  not  be 
ftnuggled  back  into  England.  But 
this  was  but  a  poor  precaution,  as 
the  people  of  that  ifland  might  pro¬ 


vide  themfelves  from  Holland  or 
America  with  any  quantity  for 
which  they  could  find  a  fale.  In  the 
next  place  the  price  paid  for  licences 
to  export  was  proportioned  to  the 
quantity  of  tobacco  manufactured, 
and  confequently  muft  be  confidered 
as  a  tax,  contrary  to  every  found 
principle  of  trade,  which  muft  raife 
the  price  of  the  article  in  the  foreign 
market.  The  encouragement  which 
the  aCt  gave  to  fmuggling  might 
eafily  be  fhewn.  Formerly  the  dif¬ 
ficulty  which  attended  the  fmug¬ 
gling  of  tobacco  was,  that,  even  af¬ 
ter  it  was  landed  and  houfed,  it  was 
ftill  liable  to  feizure  ;  but  this  diffi¬ 
culty  was  completely  removed  by 
the  prefent  act.  From  papers  upon 
the  table  it  appeared,  that  there 
were  three  hundred  and  thirty-feven 
wholefale  dealers  in  manufactured 
tobacco,  and  fixty  thoufand  retail 
dealers.  Formerly  the  fmugglers 
could  only  trade  with  the  firft  of 
thefe  ;  but  now,  as  every  country 
retail  dealer  was  a  manufacturer,  and 
could  have  fmuggled  tobacco  in  his 
houfe  without  danger  of  being 
feized,  the  aCt  of  courfe  increafed 
the  poffible  cuftomers  of  the  fmug- 
glers  almoft  twentyfold. 

Mr.  Sheridan  entered  fully  into 
the  argument  from  the  nature  of 
the  commodity,  to  prove  that  the 
furvey  of  the  excife  was  inappli¬ 
cable.  It  was  fufficiently  eftablifh- 
ed,  that  the  manufacture  varied  in 
weight  from  the  moifture  ordrynefs 
of  the  atmofphere,  fo  as  to  render 
it  incapable  of  being  reduced  to  any 
certain  ftandard.  But  it  was  faid, 
that,  when  the  variation  appeared 
really  to  arife  from  no  intention  in 
the  manufacturer  to  defraud  the  re¬ 
venue,  the  commiffioners  ordered 
the  goods,  if  feized,  to  be  reftored, 
and  the  penalty  remitted.  He  had 
however  much  objection  to  this  ex- 
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ercife  of  illegal  me  fey  by  the  com- 
miffioners.  In  the  cafe  of  remitting 
lines,  an  inquifition  might  be  fet  on 
foot  into  the  life  and  political  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  individual ;  the  com- 
iniffioners  might  find  honefty  in  an 
orange  cape,  and  confider  blue  and 
buff  as  an  infallible  indication  of 
fraud.  Mr.  Sheridan  calculated  the 
produce  of  the  tax  for  the  laft  half 
year,  and  declared,  that  it  was  only 
twenty-five  thoufand  pounds  more, 
than  it  had  been,  when  the  duty  was 
levied  under  the  head  of  cufloms. 
If  the  minifter  wifhed  to  avail  him- 
felf  of  the  refourees,  which  he  might 
itill  find  in  a  new  regulation  of  the 
revenue,  he  might  raife  a  very  con- 
iiderable  fupply  without  laying  any 
frefh  burthen  upon  the  people,  or 
abridging  their  liberties,  if  the  trea- 
fury  would  only  give  up  its  pa¬ 
tronage  in  the  appointment  of  cuf- 
tom-hou£e  officers,  Every  one  knew 
that  the  bufmefs  of  excife  was  bet¬ 
ter  conducted  than  that  of  the  enf- 
toms,  merely  becaufe  the  patronage 
was  in  the  commiffi  oners,  who  were 
refponfible  for  the  conduCt  of  all 
their  officers.  Mr.  Sheridan  con¬ 
cluded  with  earneftly  deprecating  a 
principle  which  had  been  ifarted  by 
Mr.  Haftings,  and  which  feemed 
lately  to  have  become  falhionable, 
that  “  revenue  was  the  end  of  all 
government.”  The  true  end  of  go¬ 
vernment  was  to  maintain  the  bond 
of  focial  union  among  men  by  fe- 
curing  their  happinefs,  protecting 
their  rights,  and  infuring  to  them, 
the  poffeffion  of  their  liberties  and 
their  property  ;  and  revenue  was  no 
farther  of  any  value,  than  as  it  was 
compatible  with  and  pi  omoted  thefe 
ife  fir  able  purpofes. 

Sir  Grey  Cooper  reinforced  the 
argument  of  Mr.  Sheridan.  He  faid, 
that,  in  the  making  of  malt,  beer, 
and  other  commodities,  there  were 


feveral  proceffes  in  the  rfianufaCture, 
which  afforded  fo  many  reds  and 
intervals,  at  which  the  officer  could 
with  eafe  and  without  error  make 
bis  furvey.  But  in  the  manufactory 
of  tobacco  there  were  no  fuch  in¬ 
tervals.  The  officers  of  excife  in 
their  examination  had  declared, that, 
as  they  could  not  by  law  weigh  any 
tobacco  in  aCtual  operation,  they 
only  weighed  fuch  as  the  manufac¬ 
turers  pointed  out  to  them,  being 
unable  themfelves  to  diftinguifh 
what  was  and  what  was  not  in  a 
ftate  of  manufacture.  From  thefe 
premifes  it  followed-— that  there  was 
no  mode  by  which  the  furvey  could 
be  made,  but  by  taking  the  whole 
flock  of  each  manufacturer  ;  that 
flock  could  not  be  taken  in  any 
other  way,  than  by  weight ;  that  it 
was  abfolutely  neceffary  to  except 
from  being  weighed  all  that  part  of 
the  flock  which  was  in  actual  ope¬ 
ration  ;  and  that  this  exception  de¬ 
ft  royed  the  rule. 

Mr.  Pitt  animadverted  upon  the. 
reafonings  of  Mr.  Sheridan,  The 
chief  ftrefs  of  the  argument,  by 
which  the  motion  had  been  fupport- 
ed,  bore  directly  upon  the  whole 
fyileni  of  exqife,  a  fyflem  which 
raifed  no  lefs  a  fum  annually  than 
fix  millions  and  a  half  of  revenue, 
and  without  which,  he  believed,  the 
ingenuity  of  man  would  be  incom¬ 
petent  to  fupport  the  refourees  of 
the  country.  But  Mr.  Sheridan, 
though  arguing  generally,  had  in; 
his  motion  flopped  fhort,  and  ex¬ 
cepted  barely  to  the  excife  upon  to¬ 
bacco.  He  was  willing  to  leave  the 
manufacturer  of  malt,  the  manufac¬ 
turer  of  fiarch,  the  manufacturer  of 
candles,  and  the  dealers  in  wine  and 
fpirituous  liquors,  fubjeCt  to  all  that 
intolerable  tyranny  and  oppreifion, 
which  he  had  deferibed  with  fo 
much  energy  and  eloquence.  Pie 
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had  invoked  the  regard  which  every 
man  felt  for  the  conftitution,  be- 
caufe  three  hundred  and  thirty- feven 
manufacturers  of  tobacco,  who  had 
themfe'lves  propofed  laft  year  the 
extenfion  of  excife  to  all  dealers  m 
that  commodity,  provided  the  ex¬ 
cife  fliould  not  attach  on  the  manu¬ 
facturer,  were  to  be  in  a  fituation  in 
which  they  had  not  before  been 
placed-  Mr.  Pitt  hoped,  that  there 
would  be  no  perfons  defirous  of  en¬ 
couraging  a  principle,  which  was 
calculated  to  annihilate  the  credit  of 
the  nation-  If  the  revenue  were  once 
overthrown,  we  fliould  not  only  lofe 
the  enviable  advantage  we  at  prefent 
poffeffed  over  the  other  nations  of 
Europe,  but  be  placed  in  a  fituation 
below  their  pity,  beneath  even  that 
neighbouring  nation,  which  was  at 
this  time  m  a  condition  the  moft 
diflrefsful,  and  which  moft  entitled 
her  to  our  compaffion.  Mr.  Pitt 
endeavoured  to  fhew,  that  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  excife  were  not  fo 
injurious  to  property  as  had  been 
dated.  He  took  a  given  period  of 
time,  in  which  the  number  of  in¬ 
formations  tried  bad  been  five  thou- 
fand,  and  the  whole  penalties  levied 
in  the  city  of  London  3565L  If 
the  penalties  in  the  country  were 
levied  in  the  fame  proportion,  the 
whole  would  amount  to  feven  thou- 
fand  pounds,  while  the  penalties  le¬ 
vied  in  the  fame  time  by  the  magi¬ 
strates  in  other  fummary  jurifdic- 
tions  did  not  produce  lefs  than 
twenty-fix  thoufand  pounds.  Mr. 
Pitt  entered  into  a  ftatement  to 
prove  the  increafe  of  the  revenue  in 
confequence  of  the  a£t  in  queflion, 
which  he  made  in  three  different 
ways,  according  to  each  of  which 
the  public  had  gained  abundantly  ; 
but  according  to  the  third,  which 
he  confidered  as  the  moft  to  be  de¬ 
pended  upon, the  public  had  already, 
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in  the  two  leaft  productive  quarters 
of  the  year,  derived  an  emolument 
of  one  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand 
pounds;  and  the  difference  upon  the 
two  next  quarters  would  in  all  pro¬ 
bability  make  the  whole  produce 
three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  at 
leaft. 

Mr.  Beaufoy  obferved,  that  it 
was  admitted  bv  the  manufacturers 
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t-hemfelves,  that,  of  the  tobacco  con- 
fumed  in  Great  Britain,  no  lefs 
than  one  half  had  evaded  the  duty 
under  the  old  fyftcm.  The  true 
ftrefs  therefore  of  the  queftion  was, 
whether  parliament  would  confent 
to  abandon  this  large  annual  fum, 
as  an  encouragement  to  the  practices 
of  the  illicit  dealer.  He  added, 
that  the  remedy  propofed  by  Mr. 
Sheridan,  of  yielding  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  cuftom-houfe  officers  to  the 
commiffioners  in  that  department, 
would  undoubtedly  be  found  in¬ 
adequate.  The  practical  integrity 
of  the  excife  officer  was  not  owing 
to  the  mode  of  his  appointment,  but 
to  the  various  cheeks  that  arofe, 
from  the  account  of  flock  being 
taken,  in  the  firft  place  by  his  col¬ 
leagues  as  well  as  by  himfelf,  and  in 
the  next  by  the  fuperior  officers,  as 
a  guard  to  the  fidelity  of  both. 

Mr.  Sheridan  replied  to  fome  of 
the  reafonings  of  Mr.  Pitt.  With 
regard  to  his  obfervation,  that  there 
would  be  a  great  increafe  of.  revenue 
in  confequence  of  the  a£t  continuing 
in  force,  he  held  that  to  be  no  ar¬ 
gument  at  all.  Pie  never  wifhed  tf> 
count  the  money,  when  he  was  cer¬ 
tain  that  the  purfe  that  contained 
it,  with  all  its  contents,  was  ftolen. 
Every  one  knew,  that  Mr.  Pitt 
could  make  out  an  account  fo  as 
to  give  any  calculations  he  chofe  to 
bring  forward,  at  leaft  a  plaufihle 
appearance.  He  had  calculated  three 
feveral  ways,  and  faid,  take  it  this 
E  3  way, 
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way,  and  you  have  fifty  thoufand 
pounds  ;  take  it  this  other,  and  you 
have  feventy  ;  and  take  it  in  a  third, 
and  you  have  one  hundred  and 
thirty.  There  could  be  only  one 
true  mode  of  calculating  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  a  tax,  and  that  mode  he 
had  ftated.  Mr.  Pitt  had  farther 
alleged,  that,  by  only  placing  three 
hundred  and  thirty -feven  perfons 
moie  under  the  excife  laws,  the  re¬ 
venue  would  gain  one  hundred  and 
thirty  thoufand  pounds.  This  was 
the  moil  accurate  mode  of  appreci¬ 
ating  the  liberties  of  Engliihmen  he 
had  ever  heard.  As  the  minifter 
was  an  excellent  calculator,  he  would 
recommend  to  him  to  form  a  table 
of  the  prices  of  freedom,  which  he 
was  perfuaded  he  could  do  with 
much  greater  accuracy  than  the  ta¬ 
bles  of  increafe  on  tobacco. 

Mr.  Sheridan’s  morion  was  car¬ 
ried  in  the  negative  ;  ayes  147,  noes 
19 1.  The  ohjeCl  of  the  petitioners 
being  thus  difpofed  of,  Mr.  Pitt  in¬ 
troduced,  as  he  had  promifed,  a  bill 
to  explain  and  amend  the  excep¬ 
tionable  claufes  of  the  bill  of  the 
preceding  year.  Every  oppofition 
to  the  general  principle  of  the  bill 
having  proved  fruitlefs,  an  amend¬ 
ment  was  moved  in  the  laft  ftage,  to 
fecure  to  the  perfons  concerned  the 
option  of  a  trial  by  jury  ;  and  this 
amendment  was  rejected  upon  a  di- 
vifion. 

A  bill  was  brought  in,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  prefent  feffion,  for  the 
purpofe  of  re n4- ring  the  act  for 
farming  the  duties  upon  poft-horfes, 
which  had  originally  been  adopted 
as  a  matter  of  experiment,  perpe¬ 
tual.  This  meafure  was  oppofed, 
as  it  had  been  in  the  former  in- 
ftance,  upon  the  principle  of  con- 
fidering  the  farming  of  revenue  as 
adverfe  to  the  fpirit  of  the  Englifh 
conftitution  ;  and  it  was  farther 
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contefted  by  Mr.  Sheridan,  that  the 
additional  receipts  upon  this  tax, 
fmce  the  duty  had  been  put  into 
the  hands  of  farmers,  were  by  no 
means  fuch  as  to  authorife  fo  vio¬ 
lent  a  meafure.  Mr.  Pitt  was  at 
length  prevailed  upon  to  change  the 
ohjeCt  of  the  bill ;  and,  inftead  of 
making  the  regulation  perpetual, 
only  to  prolong  it  for  a  limited  time. 

In  the  laft  ftage  of  the  bill  Mr. 
Sheridan  moved  for  a  claufe  to 
oblige  the  farmers  to  declare  upon 
oath  the  annual  produce  of  their 
refpe&ive  diftri&s.  He  defended 
this  claufe  by  obferving,  that  the 
bill  already  empowered  the  farmers 
to  call  upon  the  poftmafters  for  a  de¬ 
claration  upon  oath ;  but  it  is  un- 
doubtedly  to  be  regretted,  that  a 
man  of  Mr.  Sheridan’s  energy  of 
mind,  fhould  by  any  confideration 
have  been  tempted  to  lend  his  coun¬ 
tenance,  to  the  wanton,  the  immoral, 
and  the  impolitic  multiplication  of 
oaths.  Mr.  Fox  fupported  the  mo¬ 
tion  ;  at  the  fame  time  that  he  ac¬ 
knowledged  it  to  be  defirable,  that 
no  man  fhould  be  called  to  affirm 
any  thing  upon  oath,  but  the  truth 
of  his  evidence  in  a  court  of  juftice; 
and  declared,  that  he  had  little 
doubt  that  this,  with  proper  atten¬ 
tion,  might  be  effeCted.  The  claufe 
was  rejected  without  a  divifion. 

One  of  the  financial  meafures  of 
the  preceding  feffion  had  been  the 
introduction  of  a  tontine  or  fcheme 
of  annuity  with  benefit  of  furvivor- 
fhip.  This  meafure  had  failed  in 
the  execution,  the  number  of  fub- 
feribers  being  exceedingly  few;  and 
Mr.  Pitt  accordingly  found  it  ne- 
ceffary  at  this  time  to  amend  his  ori- 
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ginal  propofition,  by  granting  to 
the  fubferibers  an  option  of  ex¬ 
changing  their  ffiares  of  the  tontine 
for  an  equivalent  amount  of  long  an¬ 
nuity  for  the  term  offixty-nineyears. 
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CHAP.  V. 

Motion  on  the  Tejl  Aft*  Parliamentary  Reform  delated.  Progrefs 
refbe&ing  the  Slave  'Trade,  Debtor  and  Creditor  Bill  rejected. 


MONG  the  tranfadtions  of 
the  prefent  feffion  of  parlia¬ 
ment  we  have  to  relate  certain  at¬ 
tempts  that  were  made,  to  meliorate 
the  general  fyftem  of  legiftation  in 
England,  with  refpedt  to  articles,  in 
which  it  was  contended  that  that 
fyftem  was  incompatible  with  the 
general  principles  of  liberty.  Thefe 
attempts  are  of  courfe  entitled  to  the 
more  attention,  on  account  of  the 
general  fituation  of  affairs  in  Eu¬ 
rope,  and  the  fpirit  of  innovation 
and  reform  that  had  lately  been  dif- 
fufed.  One  of  the  moft  conftderable  - 
related  to  the  motion,  which  in  two 
preceding  inftances  had  been  made 
at  the  inftance  of  the  proteftant  dif- 
fenters,  for  the  repeal  of  the  corpo¬ 
ration  and  teft  adds.  The  efforts 
upon  the  prefent  occafion  were  more  i 
animated  than  thofe  which  had 
been  made  upon  the  two  former ; 
the  diffenters  had  prevailed  upon 
Mr.  Fox  to  undertake  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  the  intended  motion  ;  and 
the  clergy  of  the  church  of  Eng¬ 
land,  alarmed  perhaps  at  the  rapid 
downfal  of  the  pecuniary  and  terri¬ 
torial  eminence  of  the  Gallican 
church,  ftrenuoufly  exerted  them- 
felves  to  keep  alive  and  diffufe  a 
fpirit  of  oppolition  againft  the  in- 
croachment  that  was  intended  upon 
their  exclufive  privileges. 

The'  queftion  was  regularly  dif- 
cuffed  in  the  houfe  of  commons  on 
the  fecond  of  March.  Upon  this 
occafion  Mr.  Fox  ftated  it  as  the 
fundamental  principle,  upon  which 


the  whole  argument  turned,  that  no 
government  had  a  right  to  animad¬ 
vert  upon  the  fpeculative  opinions  of 
its  fubjects,  and  that  the  perfons 
holding  fuch  opinions  could  in  no 
cafe  be  rendered  a  fit  objedt  for  the 
cenfure  of  the  ftate,  till  they  were 
led  by  them  to  the  adoption  of  a 
conduct  fubverfive  of  the  public 
tranquillity.  Perfecution,  he  faid, 
might  be  allowed  to  have  originally 
proceeded  on  a  principle  of  kind- 
nefs,  to  promote  a  unity  of  reli¬ 
gious  opinion,  and  to  prevent  error 
in  the  important  articles  of  Chriftian 
belief.  But  did  perfecution  ever 
fucceed  in  this  humane  and  truly 
charitable  defign  ?  The  experiment 
had  been  made  in  different  times 
and  under  various  forms,  and  had 
uniformly  mifcarried.  It  was  faid, 
that  certain  errors  in  religion  had 
a  tendency  to  difturb  the  public 
peace.  But  furely  this  argument, 
if  in  any  inftance  true,  would  be  ftill 
more  true,  when  applied  to  political 
errors  ;  and  yet  fuch  was  the  abfur-. 
dity  of  our  prefent  teft  laws,  that  a 
man,  who  favoured  arbitrary  power 
in  his  fentiments,  who  fhould  coai- 
fider  the  abolition  of  trial  by  jury  as 
no  violation  of  liberty,  and  the  in* 
vafion  of  the  freedom  and  law  of 
parliament  as  no  infraction  of  the 
conftitution,  might  eafdy  pave  hja 
way  to  the  firlt  lituations  in  the 
ftate.  There  was  no  political  teft 
to  bind  him  ;  the  obligation  of  all 
fuch  tefts  had  been  jullly  exploded 
by  the  practice  of  the  country.  And 
F  4  what 
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what  bad  been  the  confluence  of 
this  ?  A  religious  tell  was  impofed 
for  a  political  purpofe.  The  objedl 
of  this  tell  had  originally  been  to 
exclude  antimonarchical  men  from 
civil  offices.  But  he  would  ever  re¬ 
probate  fuch  a  procedure  ;  it  was 
adling  under falfe  pretences  ;  its  ten¬ 
dency  led  to  hypocrify,  and  ferved 
as  a  rellraint  only  upon  the  confci- 
entious  and  the  honeft. 

Mr.  Fox  fpoke  with  particular 
cenfure  of  the  attempt  that  had  been 
made  to  revive  a  long  forgotten 
panic,  of  the  danger  of  the  church. 
Such  danger,  he  maintained,  was 
idle  and  chimerical,  and  was  in  his 
opinion  afferted  only  for  the  pur- 
pofes  of  oppreffion.  He  declared, 
that  he  highly  approved  of  the  difr 
cipline  and  abftradt  duties  of  the 
church  of  England.  It  had  wifely 
avoided  all  that  was  fuperftitious, 
and  retained  what  appeared  to  him 
to  be  effential.  He  fhould  ever  be 
va  decided  friend  to  an  eilabliihed  re¬ 
ligion  ;  but  it  fhould  be  an  eftab- 
lilhment,  founded  on  the  opinions  of 
the  majority  of  the  people.  The 
truth  of  religion  was  not  a  fubjedt 
for  the  difeuffion  of  parliament  ; 
their  duty  was  only  to  fandlion  that 
which  was  moil  univerfally  approv¬ 
ed,  and  to  allow  it  the  emoluments 
of  the  date.  Innovation  was  faid 
to  be  dangerous  at  all  times,  but 
particularly  fo  now  in  regard  to  the 
fituation  of  affairs  in  France.  He 
begged  leave  to  remind  the  houfe, 
that  the  application  of  the  diffenters 
had  been  made  three  years  ago,  apd 
was  not  founded  upon  the  moll  dif- 
tant  reference  to  the  tranfadtions 
which  had  taken  place  in  that  king¬ 
dom,  However  he  might  rejoice  in 
the  emancipation  of  near  thirty  mil¬ 
lions  of  his  fellow-creatures,  and  in 
the  fpirit  which  gave  rife  to  the  re¬ 


volution,  yet  he  was  free  to  own* 
there  were  feme  a£ls  of  the  new  go¬ 
vernment  which  he  could  not  ap¬ 
plaud,  The  fummary  and  indiferi- 
minate  forfeiture  of  the  property  of 
the  church  came  under  this  deferip- 
tion.  But,  though  he  was  himfelf 
a  friend  to  eilablilhraents,  he  mull 
however  flrongly  objeht  to  the 
church,  whenever  it  prefumed  to 
acl  as  a  party.  Its  interference  in 
politics  had  always  been  rnifehievous, 
and  often  dangerous  to  the  conllitu- 
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tion.  Mr.  Fox  cenfured  in  ftrong 
terms  a  circular  letter  of  doclor 
Horlley,  bifhop  of  Saint  David’s,  to 
the  clergy  of  his  diocele,  recom¬ 
mending  one  candidate  at  the  ge¬ 
neral  eleddion,  and  advifing  his 
clergy  not  to  vote  for  another,  who 
had  lately  received  the  thanks  of  the 
diffenters.  Mr.  Fox  fpoke  in  ani¬ 
mated  terms  of  the  merit  of  certain 
eminent  characters  among  the  dif¬ 
fering  clergy  ;  but  at  the  fame  time 
declared  his  difapprobation  of  their 
introducing  political  topics  into  the 
pulpit.  Dodtor  Price,  in  his  fermon 
on  the  anniverfary  of  the  Englifh  re¬ 
volution,  had  delivered  many  noble 
fentiments,  worthy  of  an  enlight¬ 
ened  philofopher,  wrho  was  uncon¬ 
fined  by  local  attachments,  and  glo¬ 
ried  in  the  freedom  of  the  whole 
human  lace;  but,  though  he  ap¬ 
proved  of  his  general  principles,  he 
confidered  his  arguments  as  unfit  for 
the  pulpit.  The  clergy  in  their  fer- 
mons  ought  no  more  to  handle  po¬ 
litical  topics,  than  that  houfe  to 
difeufs  fubjedls  of  morality  and  re¬ 
ligion. 

Mr.  Pitt  declared  himfelf  adverfe 
to  the  motion.  He  had  formerly 
delivered  his  fentiments  upon  this 
fuhjecl,  and  at  the  prefent  moment 
he  felt  himfelf  more  ffrengthened 
and  confirmed  in  his  former  opi¬ 
nions, 
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raons.  The  important  queftion  at 
iffue,  he  faid,  plainly  was,  whether 
the  houfe  ought  to  rehnquifn  at 
once  thofe  acts  which  had  been 
adopted  by  the  wifdom  of  our  an- 
ceftors,  to  ferve  as  a  bulwark  to  the 
church,  whole  conftitution  was  fo 
intimately  connected  with  that  of 
the  date,  that  the  fafety  of  the  one 
muft  always  be  affedted  by  any 
danger  that  threatened  the  other. 
To  toleration  the  diffenters  were 
undoubtedly  entitled.  They  had  a 
right  to  enjoy  their  liberty  and  their 
property,  to  entertain  their  own 
fpeculative  opinions,  and  to  educate 
their  offspring  in  Inch  religious  opi¬ 
nions  as  themfelves  approved.  But 
the  indifpenfible  neceffity  of  a  per¬ 
manent  church  eftablifhment  for  the 
good  .of  the  (late,  required  that 
toleration  lhould  not  be  extended 
to  equality.  If  it  were,  there  would 
be  an  end  for  ever  to  the  wife  palicy 
of  prevention,  and  a  door  would 
be  opened  to  the  abfolute  ruin  of 
the  conftitution.  It  muft  be  ad¬ 
mitted,  that  all  cognizance  of  opi¬ 
nion  might  not  be  a  warrantable 
ground  for  criminal  accufation  ;  but 
it  did  not  therefore  follow,  that  an 
enquiry  and  left  of  a  man’s  opinion, 
as  the  means  of  judging  of  his  reli¬ 
gious  and  conftitutional  principles, 
was  not  highly  expedient.  Our 
yery  liberties  had  been  faved  by  vir¬ 
tue  of  this  fanClion.  Had  it  not 
been  for  the  bulwark  of  the  tell 
law,  the  Stuart  family  might  now 
have  been  in  poffeffion  of  the  throne, 
and  the  mover  of  the  preient  quel- 
tion  never  have  had  the  opportunity 
of  delivering  thofe  opinions,  which 
they  had  that  day  heard. 

Mr.  Pitt  conlidered  it  as  an  un- 
quefticnable  principle,  that  public 
offices  were  eftablilhed  for  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  the  community,  and  that  the 
community  was  ferved  by  maintain- 
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ing  fome  diftindfion  in  their  diftri- 
bution.  The  idea  therefore  of  a 
right  to  civil  offices  was  abfurd  and 
ridiculous.  Suppofe  the  cafe  of  a 
republic,  the  government  of  which 
was  a  perfedt  democracy,  and  the 
officers  of  ftate  elective  out  of  the 
general  body.  Imagine  any  form  of 
religion  or  fuperltitious  ceremony 
to  be  profeffed  by  a  fmall  part  of 
the  people,  the  tendency  of  which 
was  to  overthrow  the  democratic 
equality,  and  confequently  the  con- 
ftitution  itfelf.  Would  not  tke  ma¬ 
jority  be  warranted  in  the  exclufton 
of  fuch  an  obnoxious  party  from  the 
right,  either  of  electing,  or  being 
eledted  to  fill  offices  of  truft  in  the 
ftate  ?  But  fimilar  to  this  was  the 
very  objedl,  for  which  our  teft  laws 
were  enadled.  They  were  to  be  re¬ 
garded  as  a  fpecies  of  jealoufy  of 
the  monarch,  which  had  never  been 
confidered  as  unconftitutional :  they 
had  a  diredl  tendency  to  check  the 
exercife  of  the  royal  prerogative, 
which  was  a  circumftance  never  very 
unpopular  in  a  free  ftate  :  and  he 
helitated  not  to  admit,  that,  if  a  dif- 
truft  were  to  be  entertained  of  any 
of  the  three  branches  of  the  confti- 
tution,  it  ought  to  be  of  the  execu¬ 
tive  power.  He  had  no  idea  of  fuch 
levelling  principles,  as  thofe  which 
warranted  to  all  citizens  an  equality 
of  rights,  as  if  the  whole  revenue 
under  the  controul  of  government 
were  to  be  equally  diftributed  among 
the  public  from  whom  it  was  re¬ 
ceived.  It  was  faid,  the  Americans 
had  no  teft  laws.  But  the  Ameri¬ 
can  conftituticn  refembled  ours  nei¬ 
ther  in  church  nor  ftate  ;  and  he 
fincerely  wifhed  it  refembled  it  more 
than  it  did,  in  affording  equal  fecu- 
rity  for  the  liberty  and  happiuefs  of 
the  fubjedt.  The  effence  of  policy 
coniifted  in  a  watchful  care  for  the 
general  good.  Where  therefore  the 
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interefts  and  rights  of  individuals 
came  in  competition  with  thofe  of 
the  public,  policy  claimed  prece¬ 
dence  even  over  juftice.  Neither 
the  merits  nor  demerits  of  indivi¬ 
duals  ought  undoubtedly  to  have 
any  influence  in  the  difcuffion  of  the 
prefent  queilion.  Yet  the  conduct 
of  the  diflenters  feemed  to  him  lia¬ 
ble  to  juft  reprehenfton  ;  who,  at  the 
very  moment  they  were  reprobating 
the  teft  laws,  difcovered  an  inten¬ 
tion  of  forming  afiociations  through 
the  whole  country,  for  the  foie  pur- 
pofe  of  impofmg  a  teft  upon  the 
members  of  that  houfe,  and  judg¬ 
ing  of  their  fitnefs  to  difcharge  their 
parliamentary  duty,  from  their  votes 
upon  this  Angle  queftion.  Without 
intending  to  throw  any  ftigma  upon 
the  diflenters,  he  did  not  hefitate  a 
moment  in  fuppofing  it  extremely 
probable,  that  they  might  exercife 
the  power  they  demanded,  for  the 
fubverfion  of  the  prefent  eftablifh- 
ment.  Their  conduct  could  not  be 
reprehenfible  in  adting  upon  the 
principles  they  profefled  ;  and,  re¬ 
garding  as  they  did  the  eftablifhed 
church  as  flnful  and  idolatrous,  con¬ 
fluence  and  conflftency  feemed  to 
require  that  they  fhould  exerciie 
every  legal  means  for  its  deftrudtion, 
Mr.  Burke  obferved,  that,  at  two 
preceding  periods  when  the  quei- 
tion  had  been  agitated,  he  had  ab- 
fented  himfelf  from  the  houfe,  not 
having  brought  his  mind  to  any  de- 
cifion  upon  the  fubjedt.  He  was 
now  however,  from  information 
lately  received,  ready  to  fay,  that  he 
could  not  give  his  vote  in  favour  of 
the  prefent  motion.  Mr.  Fox  had 
begun  his  fpeech  with  laying  down 
the  principles  of  toleration  and  per¬ 
fection.  All  perfection,  civil  or 
religious,  was  odious ;  but  care 
ought  to  he  taken,  that  men  did 
not,  under  colour  of  an  abftradt 


principle,  put  the  change  upon  their 
own  minds.  Abftradt  principles  he 
had  never  been  able  to  bear  ;  he  de- 
tefted  them  when  a  boy,  and  he 
liked  them  no  better  now  that  he 
had  filver  hairs.  He  mull  have  a 
principle  embodied  in  fome  manner 
or  other,  and  the  condudt  inferred 
from  it  afcertained,  before  he  could 
pretend  to  judge  of  its  propriety  and 
advantage.  But  of  all  abftradt  prin¬ 
ciples  thofe  of  natural  right,  upon 
which  the  diflenters  refted  as  their 
flrong  hold,  were  the  moil  idle  and 
the  moft  dangerous.  They  fuper- 
feded  fociety,  and  fnapped  afunder 
all  thofe  bonds,  which  had  for  ages 
conftituted  the  happinefs  of  man¬ 
kind.  Abftradt  principles  of  natural 
right  had  been  long  flnce  given  up, 
for  the  fake  of  what  was  much  bet¬ 
ter,  fociety  ;  which  fubftituted  in 
their  room  the  dictates  of  wifdom 
and  juftice.  It  annihilated  all  our 
natural  rights,  and  drew  to  its  mafs 
the  parts  of  which  they  were  com- 
pofed;  it  took  in,  as  its  inftruments, 
all  the  virtue  of  the  virtuous,  and  all 
the  wifdom  of  the  wife  ;  it  gave 
life,  fecurity,  and  adtion  to  every 
faculty  of  the  foul,  and  fecured  the 
pofteflion  of  every  comfort,  which 
thofe  proud  and  boaftful  rights  im- 
potently  held  out,  but  could' not 
beftow.  It  gave  alms  to  the  indi¬ 
gent,  defence  to  the  weak,  inftruc- 
tion  to  the  ignorant,,  employment  to 
the  induftrious,  confoiation  to  the 
defpairing,  fupport  to  the  helplefs, 
nurture  to  the  aged,  faith  to  the 
doubtful,  and  charity  to  the  whole 
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human  race.  It  diffufed  its  benefi¬ 
cent  exertions  from  adts  of  tender- 
nefs  to  the  infant  when  it  firft  cried 
in  the  cradle,  to  adts  ot  comfort  and 
preparation  to  the  dying  man  on 
the  way  to  the  tomb. 

That  he  might  not  be  charged 
with  calumniating  a  body  of  men, 
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whofe  interefts  he  had  formerly  ef- 
poufed,  Mr.  Burke  laid,  he  would 
produce  fuch  faffs,  as  with  him 
amounted  to  a  faiisfadtory  proof, 
that  the  fears  he  entertained  of  the 
church’s  danger  were  not  of  that 
kind  of  terror  which  originated  in 
mere  cowardice  or  unmanly  weak- 
nefs  ;  but  the  reafonable  conviction 
of  a  man,  alive  to  the  prefervation  of 
that  for  which  he  was  moil:  deeply 
interefled.  Mr.  Burke  quoted  cer¬ 
tain  paffages  from  the  political  ca- 
techifm  of  Mr.  Robert  Robinfon, 
the  fermon  of  Dr.  Price,  and  the 
polemical  writings  of  Dr.  Prieftley, 
<md  read  a  letter  of  a  di {Tenting  mi¬ 
ni  iter  in  Lancafoire,  defcriptive  of 
the  violent  proceedings  of  an  affem- 
bly  of  diffenters,  from  which  he  had 
thought  it  neceffary  to  withdraw 
hi  mi  elf  From  thefe  teitimonies  Mr. 
Burke  inferred,  that  the  leading 
preachers  among  the  diffenters  were 
avowed  enemies  to  the  church  of 
England,  and  that  they  made  no 
icruple  to  acknowledge  their  inten¬ 
tions.  He  obferved,  that  nothing 
could  have  been  to  all  appearance 
more  fecure  than  the  hierarchy  of 
France  at  a  very  fhort  period  iince  ; 
and  he  adjured  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  to  fuffer  the  fatal  incidents, 
which  had  attended  that  church, 
plundered  and  demolifoed  in  fo  dif- 
graceful  a  manner,  to  awaken  their 
zeal  for  the  prefervation  of  our  pre- 
fent  happy  and  excellent  eflabli fo¬ 
ment.  Mr.  Burke  confelfed,  that, 
had  the  queilion  been  brought  for¬ 
ward  ten  years  ago,  he  foould  have 
voted  for  the  repeal ;  but  circum- 
fiances  convinced  him,  that  it  was 
not  advifable  at  prefent  to  inter¬ 
fere  with  a  confideration  of  fo  much 
danger  and  difficulty. 

Mr.  Fox  declared,  that  he  had 
heard  with  the  greatefl  concern  the 
fpeech  of  Mr.  Burke ;  it  had  Filed 


him  with  grief  and  fiiame.  Morti¬ 
fied  however  as  he  had  been,  he 
had  received  this  confolation,  that 
every  principle  he  had  laid  down  had 
received  the  fandtion  of  his  friend. 
But,  while  Mr;  Fox  had  reafoned 
upon  the  broad  balls  of  principle, 
Mr.  Burke  on  the  contrary  had  ar¬ 
gued  from  pamphlets,  private  letters, 
anecdote  and  fufpicion,  as  a  fuffi- 
cient  ground  for  oppofing  that,  to 
which  he  declared  he  foould,  ten 
years  ago,  have  been  a  friend.  What 
did  this  prove,  but  that  Mr.  Fox 
retained  his  opinion  upon  the  fub¬ 
jedt  ten  years  longer  than  Mr.  Burke 
had  done  ?  He  could  only  aferibe 
this  flrange  dereliction  of  his  former 
principles  to  Mr.  Burke’s  too  great 
and  exquifite  fenfibility.  His  chief 
delight  had  always  been  benevolence 
and  mercy,  and  his  feelings  had 
been  foocked  and  irritated  by  a 
miftaken  idea  of  the  tranfadtions  in 
France,  which  were  in  reality  no¬ 
thing  more,  than  the  calamities  to 
which  every  country  was  unavoida¬ 
bly  fubjedt,  at  the  period  of  a  revo¬ 
lution  in  its  government,  however 
beneficent  and  falutary.  Mr.  Fox 
congratulated  himfelf  upon  having 
been  felebted  bv  men,  who  had  ra- 
ther  adted  as  his  enemies  than  his 
friends,  to  fight  the  battles  of  right 
againft  oppreffion ;  and  concluded 
with  affuring  them,  that  he  foould 
be  ever  ready  upon  any  future  oc- 
cafion  to  take  the  field  for  them 
again,  convinced  that  their  com¬ 
plaint  was  well  founded,  and  that 
they  fought  no  more  than  a  redrefs 
to  which  they  were  fairly  cut ’tied.- — 
The  houfe  divided  upon  the  quef- 
tion  ;  ayes  105,  noes  294. 

Two  days  after  the  decifion  of 
this  bufmefs,  amotion  was  made  by 
Mr.  Flood,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
upon  the  fubjedt  of  the  equal  repre- 
fentatibn  of  the  people  in  parlia¬ 
ment  ; 
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ment  ;  a  firbje&,  in  companion  of 
the  importance  of  which  the  quef- 
tio-n  of  the  tell  a£t  fhrinks  into  in¬ 
difference  and  contempt.  This  topic 
had  met  with  a  confiderable  degree 
of  attention  from  the  people  to¬ 
wards  the  dole  of  the  American 
war.  Affociations  had  been  formed, 
and  petitions  originated,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  obtaining  an  amendment  of 
the  conftitution  ;  but,  as  the  imme¬ 
diate  caufe  of  the  difcontent  was 
removed,  the  fpirit  of  reform  fub- 
Ikled,  and  the  laft  attempt  that  was 
made  upon  the  fubjecft,  with  infi- 
rutely  lefs  hope  of  fuccefs  than  in 
the  inftances  that  had  preceded,  was 
upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Pitt  in  the 
year  1 78  5 .  The  queflion  had  been 
forgotten  by  the  nation  at  large; 
and  men  of  extenfive  property  and 
hereditary  wealth  conceived  them- 
felves  to  have  too  obvious  an  intereft 
in  preferviog  the  inequality,  not 
anxioufly  to  exert  themfelves  to 
iiifle  fo  dangerous  a  fpirit. 

Mr.  Flood  began  with  informing 
the  houfe  of  commons  of  a  truth, 
which,  but  from  a  confidence  in  their 
■virtue,  as  he  faid,  he  fhould  not  have 
dared  to  have  uttered ;  that  they 
were  not  the  adequate  reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  people.  That  they  were 
the  legal  reprefentatives  he  freely 
admitted  ;  nay,  he  would  go  farther, 
and  fav4  that  they  were  a  highly 
iifeful  and  honourable  council  ;  a 
council,  which,  in  any  other  govern- 
mentof  Europe,  would  be  a  great  ae- 
quifition.  But,  to  the  honour  of  our 
country  be  it  fpoken,  the  Britifh 
conffitution  entitled  us  to  fomething 
better.  Reprefentation,  Mr.  Flood 
laid,  was  the  great  arcanum  and  wife 
myftery  of  our  government,  by 
which  it  excelled  all  the  dates  of  an¬ 
tiquity.  Now,  in  what  did  repre¬ 
sentation  confift  ?  In  this,  that,  as 
by  the  general  law  of  political  focie- 


ty,  the  majority  was  to  decide  for 
the  whole,  the  reprefentative  mull 
be  chofen  by  a  body  of  conftituents, 
who  were  themfelves  a  clear  majo-  - 
rity  of  the  inhabitants.  He  ad¬ 
mitted,  that  property  to  a  certain 
degree  was  a  neceffary  ingredient 
to  the  elective  power  :  that  is  to 
fay,  that  franchife  ought  not  to  go 
beyond  property  ;  but  at  the  fame 
time  it  ought  to  be  as  nearly  com- 
menfurate  to  it  as  poffible.  At  pre- 
fent  thefe  principles  were  grofsly 
violated.  The  freeholders,  who  ori¬ 
ginally  included  the  whole  property 
of  the  country,  now  conftituted  only 
a  final!  part  of  it.  What  was  worfe, 
the  majority  of  the  reprefentatives, 
who  decided  for  the  whole,  and 
adted  for  eight  millions  of  people, 
were  chofen  by  a  number  of  elec¬ 
tors,  not  exceeding  fix  or  eight 
thoufand.  A  new  body  of  confti¬ 
tuents  was  therefore  wanting,  and 
in  their  appointment  two  things 
were  to  be  confidered :  one,  that 
they  fhould  be  numerous  enough, 
becaufe  numbers  were  neceffary 
to  the  fpirit  of  liberty ;  the  other, 
that  they  fhould  have  a  com¬ 
petent  fhare  of  property,  becaufe 
that  was  conducive  to  the  fpirit  of 
order.  To  fupply  thefe  deficiencies 
his  propofition  was  directed. 

But  he  was  told,  this  was  not  the 
time  for  a  reform.  And  why  ?  Be- 

J 

caufe  there  were  difturbances  in 
France.  Now,  in  the  firft  place  he 
averred,  that,  if  thofe  difturbances 
were  ten  times  greater  than  with 
every  exaggeration  they  were  re-? 
prefented  to  be,  they  would  only 
render  the  argument  more  decilive 
in  favour  of  a  timely  and  temperate 
reform.  It  was  for  want  of  fuch  a 
reform,  that  thefe  evils  had  fallen 
upon  France  ;  it  was  to  the  want 
of  ftmilar  meafures,  that  the  former 
convuiftons  of  our  own  country  were 

to 
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to  be  afcribed.  Had  the  encroach¬ 
ment  of  the  Tudors  been  feafonably 
repreffed,  Charles  the  Fird  would 
not  have  millaken  thofe  encroach¬ 
ments  for  a  conditutional  prero¬ 
gative.  Had  the  mal-pra6lices  of 
Charles  the  Second  been  lefs  tamely- 
endured,  James  might  not  have  been 
a  tyrant,  and  needed  not  have  been 
an  exile.  Mr.  Flood  was  no  friend 
to  revolutions,  becaufe  they  were  an 
evil ;  he  was  a  friend  to  timely  re¬ 
form,  which  rendered  revolutions 
nnneceffary.  Thofe  who  oppofed 
fuch  a  reform,  might  be  enemies  to 
revolution  in  their  hearts,  but  were 
friends  to  it  by  their  folly.  He 
argued  farther  from  the  proceedings 
in  France,  that,  if  France  improved 
her  government,  it  became  the  more 
urgent  that  we  fhould  reftore  ours. 
France,  now  bufied  in  her  internal 
affairs,  was  not  at  leifure  to  diilurb 
our  operations.  At  home  we  were 
not  in  a  date  of  defpondency  on  the 
one  hand,  which  might  tempt  us  to 
an  act  of  defpair,  nor  of  that  drunken 
profperity  on  the  other  hand,  by 
which  nations  were  rendered  igno¬ 
rant  of  the  prefent,  and  regardlefs 
of  the  future. 

In  developing  his  own  plan,  Mr. 
Flood  recalled  to  the  attention  of 
the  houfe  the  projects  of  Mr.  Pitt 
and  of  lord  Chatham.  Lord  Chat¬ 
ham  had  propofed  an  addition  of 
county  reprefentatives,  leaving,  as 
he  expreffed  it,  the  rotten  boroughs 
to  drop  off  by  time.  To  this  pro- 
pofition  it  was  not  objected,  that  it 
would  make  a  confiderable  increafe 
in  the  prefent  number  of  reprefenta¬ 
tives  ;  but  it  was  objected,  that  the 
freeholders  were  already  reprefent- 
ed,  and  that  the  plan  propofed  did 
not  give  franchife  to  any  of  that 
great  and  refponfible  body  of  men, 
who  were  now  non -electors.  To 
the  plan  of  the  chancellor  of  the 


exchequer  it  was  not  objedled,  that  * 
he  introduced  a  new  body  of  elec¬ 
tors,  namely,  the  copyholders.  It 
was  admitted,  that,  by  adding  them 
to  the  freeholders,  he  had  diminilhed 
by  fo  much  the  objections  that  had 
been  made  to  his  father’s  plan  ;  but 
that  there  were  objections,  which 
remained  applicable  to  them  both. 
RefpedtingMr.  Pitt’s  plan,  as  to  the 
boroughs,  it  was  objected,  that  to 
disfranchife  them  might  indeed  be 
arbitrary  ;  but  that  to  buy  them 
out  would  be  to  build  reform,  not 
on  purity,  but  corruption  ;  that 
the  purchafe  mull  be  flow  and  un¬ 
certain;  and  that  the  word  boroughs, 
thofe  of  government,  would  never 
refign,  but  would  comparatively  be 
increafed  in  importance  by  the  re¬ 
signation  of  others.  Mr.  Flood’s 
propofition  was,  that  one  hundred 
members  fhould  be  added  to  the  pre¬ 
fent  houfe  of  commons,  to  be  elect¬ 
ed  by  a  new  and  numerous  body  of 
eleflors,  the  refidect  houiholders  in 
every  county.  It  was  on  all  hands  ad¬ 
mitted,  that  every  individual  in  this 
country  paid  upon  an  average  fifty 
(hillings  per  annum  to  the  revenue. 
The  mailer  or  father  of  a  family 
contributed  in  proportion  for  him- 
felf  and  all  its  members.  Who  fhould 
fay,  that  this  clafs  of  men  ought  to 
be  confounded  with  the  rabble  ? 
Who  would  dare  to  fay,  that  they 
ought  to  be  profcribed  from  fran¬ 
chife  ?  They  maintained  the  affluence 
of  the  rich,  the  dignity  of  the  noble, 
and  the  majefty  of  the  crown  ;  they 
fupported  our  fleets  and  our  armies. 
Could  we  deny  them  the  right  to 
protect  their  liberty  ? 

Mr.  Flood  added  another  argu¬ 
ment.  The  conflitution  confided 
of  three  orders,  the  monarch,  the 
ariftocracy,  and  the  people.  Its 
health  confided  in  maintaining  the 
equipoife  between  them.  The  lords 
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had  been  the  mod  Pcationary  branch  : 
yet,  by  an  increafe  of  their  num¬ 
bers  of  late,  they  had  obtained 
many  patrimonial  and  private  bo¬ 
roughs,  and  engrofied  an  influence 
over  the  houfe  of  commons  which 
did  not  conflitutioilally  belong 
to  them.  But  the  great  alteration 
had  happened  on  the  part  of  the 
crown.  Judge  Blackftone  had  ad* 
mitted  this,  and  had  exprefsly  re¬ 
ferred  us  as  a  remedy,  to  an  amend¬ 
ment  of  the  reprefentation  in  par¬ 
liament.  Mr.  Hume  had  faid, 
that  arbitrary  power  was  the  eu- 
thanafia  of  the  Britifli  conftitution. 
An  attempt  had  been  made  to 
diminifh  the,  influence  of  the  crown  ; 
but  an  Eaft- India  bill  and  a  declara¬ 
tory  law  had  fmce  pafled,  and  by 
thofe  laws  more  influence  had  been 
given,  than  was  fubtrafted  by  the  aft 
of  reform.  Mr  Flood  propofed,  that 
the  fheriff  of  each  county  fhould  be 
required  by  himfelf  and  his  deputies 
to  take  the  poll  of  the  reiident 
houfholders  in  each  parifh  on  the 
fame  day.  Thus  the  reprefentative 
would  be  chofen,  as  he  ought  to  be, 
by  the  people  ;  and  by  shortening 
the  duration  of  parliaments  he  would 
continue  to  aft  as  if  he  were  fo 
chofen . 

Mr.  Windham,  the  friend  and 
difciple  of  Mr.  Burke,  oppofed  the 
motion.  He  faid,  the  experience  of 
ages  had  demon ftrated,  that  the 
houfe  of  commons  was  adequate  to 
every  neceffary  purpofe  ;  and  that, 
with  no  better  reprefentation  of  the 
people  in  pai  lament,  the  country 
had  been  flourifhing  and  profpe- 
rous,  and  the  people  happy  and  fe- 
cure.  Mr.  Flood  had  quoted  the 
celebrated  cafe  of  the  Middlefex 
eleftion,  in  which  the  candidate 
chofen  by  the  minority  of  the  elec¬ 
tors  had  been  decided  to  be  the  le¬ 


gal  reprefentative.  Mr.  Windham 
could  not  fee  the  hardship  of  this. 
If  Inch  had  been  the  general  rule  of 
eleftionthrough  the  whole  kingdom, 
the  affairs  of  the  nation,  for  ought 
he  knew,  might  have  gone  on  as  well 
as  ever.  At  the  clofe  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  war,  which,  he  was  afraid,  had 
been  undertaken  for  no  better  rea- 
fon  than  the  hope  of  faving  ourfelves 
by  taxing  America,  a  clamour  was 
railed,  and  a  parliamentary  reform 
demanded,  as  a  remedy  for  the  ex¬ 
pence  we  had  incurred.  A  deluge 
of  opinions  was  then  let  loofe  ;  all 
thefe  wild  notions  were  generated 
during  the  war  ;  but  happily  they 
had  long  fmce  fubiided.  The  dan¬ 
ger  however  was  now  breaking  out 
afrefli.  A  brood  of  thefe  wild  im- 
prafticable  opinions  were  come  over, 
likelocufts,  from  the  continent ;  and 
would,  he  feared,  if  they  were  fuf- 
iered  to  remain,  de ft.ro y  the  verdure 
and  beauty  of  the  conijitution.  If 
he  had  approved  ever  fo  much  of 
the  propofition  for  a  parliamentary 
reform,  he  fhould  have  objefted  to 
it,  on  account  of  the  time  at  which 
Mr.  Flood  had  thought  proper  to 
introduce  it.  Where  was  the  man, 
that  would  be  mad  enough  to  aid- 
vife  them  to  repair  their  houfe  in  the 
hurricane  feafon  ; 

Mr.  Fox  feemed  to  objeft  to  the 
motion  principally,  becaufe,  though 
he  was  himfelf  as  much  perfuaded 
as  ever  of  the  neceflity  of  a  reform, 
yet  fuch  was  not  the  opinion  of  the 
majority  of  the  nation.  He  was 
therefore  rather  defirous  that  Mr. 
Flood  fhould  withdraw  his  motion  ; 
though,  if  it  were  preffed  to  an  ifliie, 
he  fhould  be  obliged  to  fupport  it. 
Fie  owned,  that  he  thought  the  out- 
line  of  the  propofition  the  beft  he 
had  ever  heard  fuggefted  upon  the 
iubjeft  ;  and  he  was  perfectly  of 
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opinion  with  Mr.  Flood,  that  there 
was  nothing  in  the  affairs  of  France, 
upon  account  of  which  we  ought  to 
be  ftruek  with  a  panic.  Mr.  Windham 
had  afked,  Would  any  man  repair 
his  houfe  in  the  hurricane  feafon  ? 
Mr.  Fox  conceived,  that  no  feafon 
could  be  more  proper  to  begin  a  re¬ 
pair,  than  when  a  hurricane  was  near, 
and  might  poffibly  burft  forth. 

Mr.  Pitt  fully  fubfcribed  to  the 
reafonings  of  Mr.  Windham  upon 
the  unfeafonablenefs  of  the  motion. 
Circumftanced  however  as  he  was, 
and  being  as  firm  and  zealous  a  friend 
as  ever  to  .parliamentary  reform,  he 
could  not  content  to  give  his  vote 
in  filence.  In  enumerating  his  ob¬ 
jections  to  Mr.  Pitt’s  former  pro- 
pofition,  Mr.  Flood,  he  faid,  had 
forgotten  the  principal  one,  which 
was,  the  charge  of  innovation  ;  a 
charge  that  would  now  come  with 
tenfold  force.  If,  therefore,  he 
were  obliged  to  come  to  a  fpecific 
vote  upon  Mr.  Flood’s  motion,  he 
fhould  be  again  ft  it ;  and  even  if  it 
were  the  proportion  he  had  former¬ 
ly  offered,  he  fhould  aCt  in  the  fame 
manner ;  feeling  that  the  caufe  of 
reform  might  fuffer  difgrace  from 
being  brought  forward  at  an  im- 

O  O 

proper  moment.  It  was  this  con- 
* .  x. 

viCtion  that  rendered  him  defirous 
of  waiting  fora  more  feafonable  op¬ 
portunity,  when  he  would  moil  cer¬ 
tainly  again  fubmit  his  ideas  upon 
the  fubjeCt  to  the  confideration  of 
the  houfe.  Mr,  Flood  confented  to 
withdraw  his  proportion. 

The  fubjeCt  of  the  have  trade, 
which  was  firft  brought  forward  in 
the  year  1788,  and  which  had  un¬ 
fortunately  extended  itfelf  to  a 
greater  length  than  might  reafona- 
bly  have  appeared  neceffary,  was 
refumed  immediately  after  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  prefent  feflion. 
The  condudl  of  the  planters  and 


others,  who  imagined  their  interefts 
to  be  deeply  involved  in  the  queftion, 
appears  to  have  been  concerted  with 
much  ingenuity  and  contrivance  for 
the  prefervation  of  this  unjuft ifiable 
commerce.  An  obvious  mode  of  pro- 
craftinating  buftnefs  in  the  Britifti 
legiflature,  where  the  interefts  of  in¬ 
dividuals  are  fuppofed  to  be  con¬ 
cerned,  is  the  produdlion  of  evi¬ 
dence.  The  hearing  of  witnefles  is 
conducted  in  the  moft  abfurd  and 
difguftful  manner  ;  each  of  them  in 
reality  dictating  his  anfwer  to  the 
clerk,  inftead  of  delivering  his  in¬ 
formation  to  the  houfe.  But,  by 
the  rules  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
the  prefence  of  forty  members  is  ef« 
fential  to  enable  them  to  proceed 
upon  buftnefs.  From  the  drynefs 
of  thisfpecies  of  buftnefs  it  is  almoft 
impoftible  to  keep  together  forty 
members  for  any  fpace  of  time, 
and  of  confcquence  every  indi¬ 
vidual  has  the  power  of  counting 
the  houfe,  and  putting  an  end  to 
the  fitting.  By  manoeuvres  of 
this  fort,  by  the  ill  health  of  Mr. 
Wilberforce,  the  mover  of  the  quef¬ 
tion,  and  fome  other  incidental  cir- 
cumftances,  the  buftnefs  was  drawn 
into  conftderable  length  in  the  fef- 
fion  of  1788.  In  May  1789  Mr. 
Wilberforce  brought  forward  cer 
tain  propofitions,  as  the  foundation 
of  a  bill  for  abolifhigg  the  trade. 
But  the  planters  difcovered,  that 
the  evidence  collected  by  the  privy 
council,  was  by  no  means  a  proper 
document  upon  which  for  the  houfe 
of  commons  to  proceed  ;  and  that 
it  was  neceffary  that  witneffes  fhould 
be  called  in  behalf  of  the  trade, 
thofe  of  the  preceding  feflion  having 
applied  immediately  to  Sir  \Vdham 
Dolben’s  bill  for  regulating  the 
trade,  and  not  to  the  prefent  propo¬ 
rtion  for  abolifhing  it.  Witneflee 
were  accordingly  admitted,  and  the 
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bufmefs  procraftinated  to  a  third 
fefiion. 

Early  in  the  year  1790  Mr.  Wil- 
berforce  revived  his  propofition  ; 
and,  the  evidence  of  the  planters  not 
being  completed,  moved,  that  the 
remainder  of  the  witneiTes  fhould  be 
examined  by  a  feleft  committee,  and 
not  by  the  houfe  at  large.  This  pro¬ 
pohtion,  the  decifion  upon  which, 
in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Fox  and  others, 
amounted  to  a  decifion,  whether  the 
confideration  of  the  Have  trade  fhould 
be  continued  cr  annihilated,  was  op- 
pofed  by  the  majority  of  the  per¬ 
sons  interefted,  upon  the  ground 
that  there  was  no  precedent  for  re¬ 
ferring  fo  important  a  queftion  to  a 
feledt  committee.  The  motion  how¬ 
ever  was  voted  without  a  divifion, 
and  the  examination  of  witneiTes 
proceeded.  The  evidence  on  the 
part  of  the  trade  was  concluded 
about  the  twenty-third  of  April. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  now  moved, 
that  evidence  fhould  be  heard  on 
the  part  of  the  abolition.  But, 
upon  this  occaiion,  the  partifans  of 
the  trade  changed  their  ground,  and 
were  as  eager  to  c  3.11  for  an  imme¬ 
diate  decifion,  as  tiiey  had  before 
been  to  procraftinate  it.  It  was 
laid,  that  during  the  two  laft  years 
the  enthuhafrn  upon  the  prefent 
queftion,  both  in  and  out  of  the 
houfe,  had  greatly  abated.  The 
planters  trufted  in  fame  degree  to 
the  immediate  imprefiion  of  the  evi¬ 
dence  they  had  juft  adduced,  and 
were  unwilling  to  have  that  evidence 
counteracted  by  witneTes  of  another 
defeription.  But  they  were  proba¬ 
bly  influenced,  more  than  by  either 
of  thefe  coniiderations,  by  the  can¬ 
vas  they  had  made  of  the  fentiments 
of  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  the 
affurance  they  had  obtained  01  hav¬ 
ing  the  trade  fupported  by  a  great 
majority.  The  two  members  for 


Liverpool  differed  in  fome  degree 
in  their  fentiments  upon  the  prefent 
queftion.  Lord  Penrhyn  was  for 
prefling  the  fubjeCt  to  a  decifion 
without  a  moment’s  delay,  while 
Mr.  Gafcoyne  was  willing  to  allow 
three  weeks  to  the  friends  of  the 
abolition,  in  which  to  produce  their 
witneftes :  their  impatience,  how¬ 
ever,  was  over-ruled  bv.  the  fenfe  of 
the  houfe.  Meanwhile  the  rein¬ 
forcements  they  had  gained,  en¬ 
couraged  them  to  become  more  ad¬ 
venturous  ;  and  upon  the  revival  of 
Sir  William  JDolben’s  bill  for  limit¬ 
ing  the  number  of  (laves  to  be  tranf- 
ported  in  each  have  (hip,  they  pro- 
pofed  an  amendment,  to  increafe  the 
number  in  proportion  to  the  tonnage 
of  the  fnips,  without  taking  into  the 
account,  as  had  hitherto  been  done, 
the  extent  of  their  fuperficies.  This 
amendment  was  carried  in  a  thin 
houfe  on  the  twenty -fixth  of  May  ; 
ayes  23,  noes  18.  But  the  planters 
were  not  fuffered  to  retain  their  ad¬ 
vantage  ;  and  on  the  next  day  the 
amendment  was  rejected  upon  the 
report;  ayes  95,  noes  69. 

Mr.  Fox  recalled  in  the  courfe 
of  the  fefiion  the  attention  of  the 
houfe,  to  a  pledge  that  was  voted 
in  the  year  1788,  that  “  they 
would  early  in  the  next  fefiion 
take  into  confideration  the  govern¬ 
ment  proper  to  be  eftablifned  in  the 
province  of  Canada.”  The  next 
fefiion,  as  he  obferved,  had  not  pro¬ 
perly  commenced  till  the  month  of 
March,  and  it  was  owing  to  that 
circumftance  that  the  bull nefs  had 
been  fuffered  to  pafs  at  that  time 
without  difeuffion.  But  he  conceived 
that  it  was  every  way  incumbent 
upon  minifters,  after  fo  long  a  delay, 
to  proceed  to  fomething  decifive  in 
the  prefent  year.  Mr.  Grenville, 
fecretary  of  ftate,  undertook  to  (hew 
that  the  delay  wa$  not  afcrlbable  to 
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Sny  negligence  in  him.  Pie  had 
not  been  appointed  to  his  prefent 
office  till  July  1 789.  With  great  ap¬ 
plication  and  unremitting  induftry, 
he  had  been  able,  in  about  three 
months  from  that  time,  to  lludy  the 
fubjeft,  to  digeft  his  own  opinions 
refpefting  it,  to  compare  them  with 
the  opinions  of  other  members  of 
the  cabinet,  and  to  mature  the  whole 
into  the  form  of  a  bill,  fuch  as  he 
thought  fit  to  be  fubmitted  to  the 
confideration  of  parliament.  As  loon 
as  he  had  done  this,  he  had  lent  out 
his  draught  to  lord  Dorchefter, 
governor  of  Canada,  for  his  judg¬ 
ment.  Unfortunately,  the  packet 
in  which  it  was  conveyed  did  not 
perform  its  voyage  in  the  ufual  time, 
and  lord  Dorchefter’ 3  anfwer  was 
not  yet  received.  It  was  impoffible 
therefore  to  proceed  farther  in  the 
buiinefs  in  the  prefent  feffion. 

The  houfe  of  commons  decided  in 
this  feffion  upon  a  bill,  which  had 
been  more  than  once  introduced  in 
the  feffions  preceding  by  Mr.  Bur¬ 
ges,  for  the  amendment  of  the  laws- 
in  exigence  upon  the  fubjedd  of 
debtors,  creditors  and  imprifon- 
ment.  This  bill,  having  encoun¬ 
tered  fome  degree  of  dilcuffion  in 
former  years,  received  feveral  ma¬ 
terial  alterations  from  its  author. 
As  its  principal  objedd  was  the  re¬ 
lief  of  the  honell  and  unfortunate 
debtor,  Mr.  Burges  had  originally 
thought  himfelf  at  liberty  to  treat 
the  debtor,  that  fhould  ultimately  be 
thought  fraudulent,  with  a  conli- 
derable  degree  of  feverity.  His  bill 
therefore  had  contained  claufes,  re- 
ftraining  the  prifoner  for  debt  to  a 
diet  of  bread  and  water,  forbidding 
any  perfon  to  vifit  him  in  his  con¬ 
finement,  and  abolifhing  an  indul¬ 
gence  at  prefent  exilling,  commonly 
called  rules,  by  which  a  prifoner  is 
1790. 


permitted  to  go  out  of  his  confine¬ 
ment  to  a  certain  diftance,  and  even 
in  fome  cafes  without  any  particular 
limitation  of  dillance.  The  two 
former  of  thefe  claufes  Mr.  Burges 
had  expunged  from  the  bill  nowr  fub¬ 
mitted  to  the  houfe  ;  the  laid  he  re¬ 
tained,  and  urp*ed  in  its  defence,  that 
a  day  rule,  permitting  the  debtor  to 
go  to  any  confiderable  diftance,  was 
not  now  obtained  as  a  favour  to  the 
hard  cafe  of  any  individual,  hut  was 
an  indulgence  bought  with  money. 
He  added,  that  the  emoluments  of 
the  marfhal  of  the  king’s  bench,  un¬ 
der  the  head  of  day  rules  alone, 
did  not  fall  ftiort  of  five  thoufand 
pounds  per  annum.  In  proof  of  the 
neceffity  of  a  reform  in  the  laws  of 
imprifonment  for  debt,  Mr.  Burges 
recited  feveral  cafes  of  flagrant  in~ 
juftice,  and  among  the  reft,  one  of  a 
perfon,  who  was  married  to  a  wo¬ 
man  by  whom  he  had  eight  children. 
This  man  wanted,  not  only  to  fepa- 
rate  himfelf  from  her,  but  to  marry 
another  ;  and,  becaufe  his  wife  would 
not  comply  with  the  propofal,  he 
got  her  arrefted  and  committed  to 
Newgate,  where  ftie  continued  for 
many  months,  and  wras  obliged  to 
procure  fubfiftence  for  herfeli  and 
her  children  as  wrell  as  lhe  could.  At 
length,  by  the  art  of  an  attorney1 
Ikilled  in  the  crooked  practices  o£ 
the  lawr,  Are  wras  prevailed  upon  to 
compromife  with  her  hufband,  and. 
to  obtain  from  him  her  liberty  upon 
his  own  terms.  A  principal  fubjedd 
of  Mr.  Burges’s  complaint  was,  that 
the  judges  fuffered  attorneys, after  its 
having  been  provedthat they  had  add¬ 
ed  in  a  way  highly  difhonourable  and 
dilhoneft,  to  continue  to  practife  in 
their  courts.  This  was  particularly 
the  cafe  with  the  attorney  he  had 
juft  mentioned,  and  the  name  of 
Sambidge  Hill  remained  upon  the 
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roll  of  the  court  of  common  picas. 
It  was  vehemently  objected  to  Mr. 
Burges’s  bill,  that  laws  of  the  na¬ 
ture  of  that  in  queftion  ought  to  ori¬ 
ginate  in  the  other  houfe  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  to  be  prepared  with  the 
ailiftance  of  the  judges.  To  this 
objedfion  Mr.  Burges  rejoined,  that 
the  pradlice  with  a  fingle  exception 
had  been  uniformly  the  reverfe.  He 
quoted  a  record  from  the  journal  of 
the  houfe  of  lords  of  May  1728, 
where  the  lords  had  ordered  the 
judges  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a 
bill.  Some  time  elapfed,  and  the 
order  was  not  obeyed  ;  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  the  judges  being 
called  upon  to  explain  their  conduct, 
alleged,  that  the  drawing  of  bills 
was  not  within  their  province.  They 
held  it  to  be  their  office  to  explain 
and  adminifter  the  laws  with  equal 
juflice  after  they  were  made  ;  but 
they  conceived  it  to  be  no  part  of 


their  duty  to  interfere  in  making 
them.  The  bill  was  oppofed  by  all' 
the  principal1  lawyers  in  the  houfe* 
and  was  rejected  without  a  divifion. 

Better  fuccefs  attended  a  bill  in¬ 
troduced  by  an  alderman,  late  fheriff 
of  the  city  of  London,  for  abolifli- 
mg  the  penalty  awarded  againft 
women  guilty  of  certain  crimes, 
which,  as  the  law  had  come  down  to 
us  from  the  times  ©f  Gothic  feve- 
rity,  was  burning  alive.  It  had  been 
cuftomary  to  commute  this  puniffi- 
ment,  and  to  ftrangle  the  convidt  at 
the  place  of  execution  previoufly  te> 
her  being  burned  ;  but  this  irregu¬ 
larity  was  countenanced  by  the  ffie- 
riff  at  his  peril,  and  rendered  him 
liable  by  the  exifting  laws  to  a  crimi¬ 
nal  profecution.  Both  the  fubilance 
and  the  form  of  this  punifhment 
were  taken  away  by  the  bill  in  quef¬ 
tion. 


CHAP.  VI. 

Majl  India  Affairs.  Petition  of  Captain  Williams.  Regulation  of  the 
Profecution  of  Mr.  Ha/lings.  Major  Scott  cenfured  by  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  for  a  Libel .  Eajl  India  Budget. 


THE  affairs  of  our  territorial 
poffeffions  in  the  Eafl-Indies 
furnifhed  in  theprefentfeffion,as  they 
had  done  for  many  preceding  years,, 
feveral  topics  of  no  uninterefting  dif- 
cuffion.  The  firft  that  came  for¬ 
ward  at  the  prefent  time,  was  intro¬ 
duced  by  a  petition  from  captain 
David  Williams,  complaining  of  the 
injury  his  character  and  happinefs 
had  fuftained,  from  an  imputation 
thrown  upon  him  in  the  articles  of 
charges  for  the  impeachment  of  Mr. 
Haftings,  which  imputation  had 
been  repeated,  aqd  particularly  upon 


a  late  occafion,  in  the  public  newf- 
papers.  Captain  Williams  there¬ 
fore  demanded,  that  his  innocence 
or  guilt  might  be  put  into  a  regular 
train  of  examination,  by  which 
means  only  could  he  be  protedled’ 
from  the  everlafting  reproach  and  in¬ 
famy  that  would  otherwife  fallen 
upon  himfelf  and  his  family. 

Captain  Williams  had  been  one 
of  the  E  nglifh  officers  in  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Oude,  at  the  time  of  the 
rebellion,  real  or  pretended,  of  the 
begums  or  princeffes  of  that  country 
again  ft  the  nabob,  af  whom  the  one 
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was  the  mother,  and  the  other  the 
grandmother.  At  this  period  a 
number  of  perfons  to  the  amount  of 
one  hundred  and  fifteen  were  Con¬ 
fined  prifoners  in  the  fortrefs  of 
Gorucpour,  whofe  crime  feems  to 
have  been  their  oppofition  to  the 
regular  collection  of  revenue  on  the 
part  of  the  nabob.  Thefe  prifoners 
were  ordered  by  the  Mahometan 
commander  of  the  fortrefs  to  be  put 
to  the  fword,  and  eighteen  of  them 
perilhed  in  this  execution.  But 
raja  Muftapha  Khan,  who  appears 
to  have  been  the  moft  eminent  of 
the  prifoners,  and  who  was  an  objeCt 
of  particular  refentment,  efcaped 
this  butchery  ;  upon  which  occalion 
colonel  Hannay,  the  Englifh  com¬ 
mander  in  chief,  fent  orders  for  his 
being  beheaded.  The  Indian  go¬ 
vernor  of  the  fort  declined  to  put 
this  mandate  in  execution,  upon  a 
plea  of  informality  ;  and  captain 
Williams  appears  to  have  taken 
Upon  him  the  command  of  Goruc¬ 
pour,  for  the  particular  purpofe  of 
putting  Muftapha  Khan  to  death. 
His  defence  for  fo  doing,  was,  the 
exprefs  order  of  his  commander  in 
chief,  colonel  Hannay,  and  the  fen- 
tence  of  death,  which,  as  captain 
Williams  alleged  to  have  heard, 
had  pailed  upon  him  from  the  na¬ 
bob  of  Oude.  Muftapha  Khan  was 
deferibed  by  his  a.dverfaries  as  a 
notorious  robber  and  murderer, 
who  lived  by  plunder  and  rapine, 
and  who  had  frequently  been  at  the 
head  of  an  army,  railed  by  himfelf, 
of  feven  and  ten  thoufand  horfe  and 
foot.  Captain  Williams  alleged  in 
his  petition,  that  the  diftrid!  in 
which  Gorucpour  ftood,  was,  at  the 
time  of  the  execution,  in  a  ftate 
©f  anarchy  and  rebellion  ;  and  that 
eight  hundred  banditti  were  in  full 
Inarch  to  refeue  Muftapha  Khan, 
who  retreated  when  they  heard  of 
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bis  death.  This  tranfaflion  was 
denominated  in  the  articles  of  im¬ 
peachment  a  “  cruel  and  atrocious 
murder,  perpetrated  by  captain  Da¬ 
vid  Williams,  or  fome  other  Englifh 
officer. ”  The  death  of  Muftapha 
Khan  took  place  in  September 
1781. 

The  petition  was  prefented  by 
major  Scott,  and  its  prayer  was  en« 
forced  by  Mr.  Francis.  Mr.  Fran¬ 
cis  faid,  that  it  had  been  imputed 
to  him,  that  he  was  a  man  fo  im¬ 
placable  in  his  enmities,  as  to  have 
renounced  the  opportunity  of  amaf- 
fing  the  enormous  fortune,  that 
many  others  had  made  in  India, 
and  which  he  might  have  acquired 
by  a  coalition  with  Mr.  Haftings,, 
and  to  have  given  up  the  profpedt 
of  fucceeding  to  the  government  of 
Bengal,  which  by  the  fame  means 
he  might  have  fecured  ;  that,  in- 
ftead  of  receiving  a  great  falary* 
and  enjoying  a  high  fituation  in 
perfect  quiet  and  repofe,  together 
with  an  ample  fhare  in  the  patronage 
of  the  government,  he  had  paffed 
fix  years  of  mifery  and  bitternefs 
in  an  unavailing  oppofition  to  Mr. 
Haftings ;  and  all  this  for  the  fake 
of  gratifying  an  unaccountable  ma¬ 
lignity  againft  a  man,  who,  to  his 
knowledge  at  leaft,  had  never  done 
him  an  injury.  He  was  going  to 
take  a  ftrong  part  now  ;  and,  what¬ 
ever  enmity  might  be  imputed  to 
him  againft  Mr.  Haftings,  he  could 
not  be  fuppofed  to  entertain  againft 
captain  Williams,  whom  he  never 
faw.  Mr.  Francis  commented  upon 
the  various  parts  of  the  tranfadfcion  ; 
obferving,  that,  though  captain  Wil¬ 
liams  had  alleged  a  warrant  for  exe¬ 
cution  from  the  nabob,  yet  this  was 
only  upon  hearfay,  and  no  fuch  war¬ 
rant  had  ever  appeared  ;  and  calling 
upon  the  military  members,  the  law*. 
yers,andthehoufeto  determine,  whe* 
G  2  ther 
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ther,  at  tlie  fame  time  that  the  rules 
of  war  obliged  every  officer  to  com¬ 
ply  with  the  legal  commands  of  his 
fuperior,  this  plea  would  jultify  him 
in  executing  all  commands  without 
diitindtion,  to  march  or  to  murder, 
to  fight  or  to  afl'affinate.  The  houfe 
of  commons  had  four  years  before 
voted,  that  a  cruel  and  atrocious 
murder,  with  circumltances  of  enor¬ 
mous  aggravation,  had  been  perpe 
trated  by  captain  David  Williams, 
or  fome  other  Englifh  officer.  This 
language  had  left  the  perfonal  guilt 
in  lome  degree  of  fufpenfe,  but  cap¬ 
tain  Williams  now  voluntarily  came 
forward  to  claim  and  appropriate  it  to 
himfelf.  He  could  not  endure  the  idea 
of  a  doubt,  his  mind  could  not  fub- 
mit  to  a  diviiion  of  the  guilt;  “  the 
fail,”  he  cried,  “  is  true,  and  I  am 
the  man.”  The  homicide  being 
thus  avowed,  they  had  nothing  to 
conlider,  but  the  principles  upon 
which  it  was  jultified,  and  the  no¬ 
tice  they  Ihould  take  of  it.  As  long 
as  it  was  in  any  degree  doubtful  who 
the  perfon  was,  that  committed  the 
murder,  the  houfe  of  commons  might 
be  exciiied  in  not  having  proceeded 
further ;  but  now  that  the  man 
came  and  forced  himfelf  into  their 
view,  if  they  wilfully  fhut  their  eyes 
upon  fuch  a  fact,  or  refufed  to  en¬ 
quire  into  it,  they  would  defert 
their  duty,  they  would  violate 
their  trull,  they  would  forfeit  their 
right,  and  in  fa£t  ceafe  to  be,  what 
the  conilitution,  not  for  their  own 
fakes,  but  for  the  good  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  had  declared  them,  the  grand  in- 
quett  of  the  nation. — Mr.  Pitt  op¬ 
posed  the  taking  notice  of  the  peti¬ 
tion,  from  the  circumllance  of  captain 
Williams  not  having  advanced  his 
complaint  for  more  than  three  years 
from  the  time  when  the  articles  were 
voted.  The  petition  was  rejected. 

Seven  days  after  this  rejection, 


Mr.  Francis,  partly  from  a  mature 
confideration  of  the  circumllance, 
and  partly  incited  by  the  perfonal 
requell  of  captain  Williams,  fub- 
mitted  to  the  houfe  a  motion  for  a 
committee,  to  enquire  into  the  cir- 
cumllances  attending  the  execution 
of  raja  Mullapha  Khan.  This  mo¬ 
tion  was  fupported  by  Mr.  Pitt, 
who  obferved,  that  the  cafe,  as  it 
now  came  forward,  materially  dif¬ 
fered  from  a  vague  and  unfupported 
allegation  Hated  in  a  petition,  the 
author  of  the  motion  having  allured 
the  houfe,  that  he  was  in  poffeffion 
of  proof  of  the  truth  of  the  accufa- 
tion.  He  did  not  mean  however, 
by  confenting  to  the  enquiry,  to 
pledge  himfelf  to  any  fpecilic  con- 
clulion,  refpefting  the  propriety  of 
which  the  houfe  would  be  enabled 
to  judge  when  the  enquiry  was  com¬ 
pleted.  They  might  either  take 
upon  themfelves  to  inllitute  a  profe- 
cution  for  murder,  or  adopt  fome 
other  mode  of  proceeding,  or  finally 
might  determine  from  the  confidera¬ 
tion  of  the  cafe,  whether  there  were 
any  defect  in  the  criminal  law  of 
the  kingdom,  to  which  they  might 
apply  a  legillative  cure  with  regard 
to  the  time  to  come. 

Sir  Archibald  Macdonald,  attor¬ 
ney  general,  oppofed  the  motion. 
He  warned  the  houfe  againft  engag¬ 
ing  in  a  new  profecution  while  the 
impeachment  of  Mr.  Haltings  was 
depending.  He  laid,  that,  if  captain 
Willi  ams  were  convicted,  fuch  an 
event  would  operate  in  a  way  pecu¬ 
liarly  unfavourable  to  Mr.  Haltings, 
and  fubjedt  him  to  difad  vantages  with 
which  he  ought  not  to  be  loaded. 
If,  on  the  contrary,  captain  Wil¬ 
liams  were  acquitted,  the  managers 
of  the  impeachment  would  find 
themfelves  proportionably  embar- 
ralfed,  and  the  defendant  would 
gain  what  might  be.  termed  an  urn 
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warrantable  advantage.  He  added, 
that  it  had  hitherto  been  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  the  houfe  of  commons  to 
confine  itfelf,  in  affairs  of  criminal 
profecution,  to  mifdemeanours  and 
cafes  of  high  treafon.  They  had 
never  ventured  to  interfere  between 
the  two  extremes  of  criminal  offence, 
and  that  as  he  believed  for  the  wifeft 
reafons. 

The  quedion  was  adjourned  upon 
the  motion  of  fir  Richard  Arden, 
mailer  of  the  rolls,  fpr  fourteen  days ; 
he  fuggefling  doubts,  which  at  the 
conclufion  of  that  period  he  urged 
v/ith  greater  confidence,  that  there 
was  any  law,  by  which  an  offender 
could  be  tried,  upon  a  charge  of  hav¬ 
ing  murdered  a  foreigner  in  a  coun¬ 
try  not  fubjedl  to  the  Britifh  em¬ 
pire.  The  a 61  of  parliament  of  king 
Henry  the  Eighth,  under  which  it 
was  originally  fuppofed  that  captain 
Williams  might  be  tried,  related  to 
murders  committed  upon  the  ocean, 
and  in  no  fmgle  inflance  had  ever 
been  applied  to  a  cafe  analogous 
to  the  prefent.  The  act,  common¬ 
ly  called  Mr.  Pitt’s  Eaft-India  a6l, 
were  its  authority  ever  fo  exprefs, 
which  lir  Richard  Arden  denied, 
was  an  ex  poll  fadlo  law,  it  not 
having  paffed  till  the  year  1784, 
and  the  alleged  homicide  being 
committed  in  1781.  He  added, 
that  he  would  not  undertake  to  juf- 
tify  the  condu6l  of  captain  Wil¬ 
liams.  That  officer  had  undoubtedly 
adled  as  he  had  thought  right,  and 
through  a  miftaken  fenfe  of  duty, 
though  he  had  inadvertently  done 
that,  to  the  confequences  of  which  a 
man  of  more  recolledlion  would  not 
have  expofed  himfelf.  He  did  not 
however  think  the  cafe  of  fufficient 
confequence  to  call  for  the  interfe¬ 
rence  of  the  houfe  of  commons. 

Sir  John  Scott,  folicitor  general, 
obfsrved,  that  under  the  ufage  of 


the  courts  below,  every  man-  mdi6l» 
ed  for  murder  had  his  remedy,  fhould 
the  profecution  turn  out  to  be  ma¬ 
licious,  or  fhould  there  be  fufficient 
ground  to  warrant  a  fuppofitiofl, 
that  the  profecutor  had  adled  from 
a  private  purpofe,  and  not  from  a 
regard  to  public  jullice.  The  man 
fo  injured  might  bring  his  attion 
for  calumny,  and  a  candid  and  con- 
fi derate  jury  would  doubtlefs  award 
him  liberal  damages.  Sir  John 
Scott  therefore  called  upon  Mr. 
Francis  perfonally  to  undertake  the 
profecution,  and  in  a  manly  way 
expofe  himfelf  to  the  rifle  which  the 
conflitution  had  annexed  to  fuch  a 
proceeding. 

Mr.  Fox  obferved  in  reply  to  the 
arguments  of  Mr.  Arden,  that  put¬ 
ting  a  man  to  death  from  mere  in¬ 
attention,  was  in  his  mind  that  fort 
of  inadvertency  which  conditnted 
th  e  word  fpecies  of  crime,  and  called 
for  the  mod  exemplary  punifh- 
ment.  He  combated  the  affertion 
of  fir  John  Scott,  that  it  was  a 
principle  in  the  Engliffi  law,  that 
there  mud  be  an  individual  refponfi- 
ble  t.o  the  party  charged  with  a 
crime,  againll  whom  he  might  have 
his  remedy  in  cafe  he  diould  be  ac¬ 
quitted.  There  were  cafes  indeed 
where  there  was  and  ought  to  be 
fuch  a  refponbbility,  but  they  were 
exceptions  to  the  general  principle, 
and  nothing  more .  Indidlments  for 
criminal  odences  ran  in  the  name  of 
the  king  ;  and  the  reafon  for  this 
was,  that  public  judice  might  not  be 
frudrated  in  cafes  where  men  com¬ 
mitted  crimes,  of  which  no  indivi¬ 
dual  might  be  willing*  to  accuffi 
them.  Another  mode  of  profecu¬ 
tion  was  that  of  a  grand  jury  pre¬ 
ferring  a  bill  of  indidlment  of  their 
own  motion  ;  and  it  was  notorious 
no  a6lton  could  lie  againd  a  grand 
jury.  A  third  mode  was,  when  the 
G  3  per* 
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perfon  profecuted  was  Impeached  by 
a  vote  of  the  houfe  of  commons. 

Mr.  Pitt  had  altered  his  opinion 
in  the  period  that  had  elapfed  dur¬ 
ing  the  adjournment  of  the  debate. 
He  was  convinced  by  the  crowrn 
lawyers,  that  there  was  no  ftatute 
upon  which  captain  Williams  could 
be  tried  ;  and  that  upon  any  exit¬ 
ing  law  they  might  with  equal  pro¬ 
priety  attempt  to  try  any  fubjehl  of 
this  country  for  the  murder  of  a 
Frenchman  in  France,  a  Spaniard 
in  Spain,  or  the  fubjefl  of  any  other 
foreign  ilate  within  the  dominions 
of  that  ilate.  If  the  enquiry  there¬ 
fore  was  buffered  to  proceed,  the 
houfe  would  Hand  in  the  difgraceful 
predicament  of  having  a  murder  re¬ 
corded  upon  its  journals,  without 
being  able  to  take  one  ftep  to  bring 
the  murderer  to  juftice.  He  added, 
that  it  might  be  proper  for  parlia¬ 
ment  to  make  fome  provifion  with  a 
view  to  fnnilar  cafes  for  the  future  ; 
which  provifion,  he  believed,  ought 
to  be,  by  granting  fome  additional 
powers  to  the  Britifh  jurifdidlion  ex- 
ercifed  in  India ;  ffnee,  though  it 
might  prove  advifable  to  try  mif- 
demeanours  committed  in  India  in 
the  courts  of  Great  Britain,  the 
ufual  mode  of  doing  which  was  by 
written  depofitions  taken  upon  the 
fpot,  it  had  however  never  been 
deemed  right  to  try  perfons  ac- 
cufed  of  capital  crimes  upon  fuch 
evidence.  The  queftion  was  car¬ 
ried  in  the  negative  ;  ayes  22, 
noes  61. 

The  feflion  of  parliament  was 
already  drawing  to  its  dole,  when 
on  the  eleventh  of  May  Mr.  Burke 
offered  a  motion  to  the  confidera- 
tion  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  in 
relation  to  the  trial  of  Mr.  Rail¬ 
ings.  That  trial  had  now  continued 
for  three  years,  a  circumffanee  al¬ 
together  unprecedented  in  any  cri¬ 


minal  profecution  in  this  or  perhaps 
any  other  country.  A  part  of  this 
delay  was  to  be  imputed  to  the  na* 
ture  of  the  fubjedt,  the  diffance  at 
which  the  tranfadtions  bad  been  car¬ 
ried  on,  the  difficulty  of  eftablilhing 
them  by  regular  evidence,  and  the 
circumffanee  of  the  impeachments 
comprehending  the  public  admini- 
ftration  of  an  imperial  province  dur¬ 
ing  a  feries  of  years.  But  it  Hill  re¬ 
mained  to  be  confidered,  v/hether 
the  whole  of  the  delay  could  be 
imputed  to  any  or  all  of  thefe 
caufes.  The  queftion  was  of  no 
common  magnitude,  ffnee  the  length 
in  fome  degree  defeated  the  very 
objedt  of  the  profecution.  An  ex* 
ample  was  to  be  made,  provided 
the  charges  could  be  eftablifhed, 
of  ft  great  and  mighty  delinquent 
brought  to  exemplary  juffice,  and 
future  offenders  were  to  be  deterred 
by  the  view  of  his  fate.  But  the 
trial  of  Mr.  Haftings  had  already 
been  fo  long,  fo  expeniive,  fo  bur¬ 
then  fome  tc>  the  managers  of  the 
profecution,  and  fo  heavy  a  duty 
upon  the  court  that  tried  him,  that 
future  offenders  might  conclude, 
with  fome  fhow  of  probability,  that 
the  nation  would  not  lightly  engage 
in  a  fecond  profecution  of  the  lame 
nature,  however  great  might  be  the 
delinquency  that  feemed  to  demand 
it.  Under  thefe  circumftances  each 
of  the  parties  was  willing  to  throw 
the  blame  of  delay  upon  its  op* 
ponent.  The  friends  of  Mr.  Mail¬ 
ings  afferted,  that  the  trial  had  been 
ftudiouffy  procraffinated,  that  the 
managers  had  wafted  a  confiderable 
portion  of  its  time  by  the  unprece¬ 
dented  length  of  their  fpeeches, 
that  they  had  involved  the  court  in 
perpetual  queftions  of  evidence,  and 
that  two  only  out  of  ffxteen  of  thefe 
queftions  had  been  decided  in  their 
favour.  In  anfwer  to  this  Mr.  Burke 
5  did 
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did  not  hefitate  to  allege,  that  the 
greater  part  of  the  delay  was  im¬ 
putable  to  Mr*  Mailings  ;  that  he 
jiad  obtained  a  negative  upon  the 
plan  of  the  managers  for  trying 
each  charge  feparately,  which  would 
have  greatly  expedited  the  whole  ; 
and  that  his  .cotrafel  had  infilled  upon 
every  ^aper,  any  extract  of  which 
was  adduced  by  the  profecution,  be¬ 
ing  read  entire  to  the  court.  With 
refpedl  to  the  queflions  of  evidence, 
it  was  particularly  Hated  by  Mr. 
Fox,  that  the  reafon  for  their  hav¬ 
ing  been  fo  numerous,  was  that 
the  managers  had  not  been  made 
acquainted  with  the  principles  upon 
which  any  evidence  was  pronounced 
incompetent ;  and  he  exprefsly  af¬ 
firmed,  that  the  managers  had  not 
adduced  one  lingle  article  of  evi¬ 
dence,  which  they  had  previoufty 
imagined  would  be  declared  incom¬ 
petent  by  the  court  that  conducted 
the  trial. — -Meanwhile  it  was  not  the 
province  of  the  houfe  of  commons 
to  decide  the  controverfy  between 
the  two  parties  at  iffue ;  but  it 
feemed  incumbent  upon  them  to 
adopt  fome  meafure,,  to  put  the  trial 
in  a  train  for  being  concluded  in  a 
reafonable  time ;  and  fuch  was  the 
fubje6l  of  Mr.  Burke’s  proportion. 
He  accordingly  moved  two  refolu- 
tions,  which  were  adopted  by  the 
houfe.  The  firfl,  “  that  that  houfe 
taking  into  confideration  the  inter¬ 
ruptions  ocealjoned  by  the  occupa¬ 
tion  of  the  judges  and  the  houfe  of 
lords,  as  well  as  the  impediments 
which  had  occurred,  or  might  oc¬ 
cur  in  tfie  courfe  of  the  trial,  did, 
without  meaning  to  abandon  the 
truth  or  importance  of  the  charges, 
authorize  the  manap-ers  to  infill  onlv 

O 

on  fo  many  as  fhonld  appear  to 
them  conducive  to  the  obtaining 


fpeedy  and  effe£lual  jaHice.’*  By 
the  fecond  refolution  they  declared 
their  convi6lion,  u  that  they  were 
bound  to  perfevere  in  the  profecu¬ 
tion  of  the  impeachment  till  judg¬ 
ment  fhoiild  be  obtained  upon  the 
important  articles itcontained.”  Mr. 
Pitt  declared  his  approbation  of  the 
firft  of  thefe  motions ;  and  that, 
though  the  fecond  did  not  appear 
to  him  abfolutely  necelfary,  he  had 
no  intention  to  refill  it.  But  fir 
John  Scott,  towards  the  clofe  of  the 
debate,  and  when  many  members 
had  withdrawn  under  the  belief 
that  there  would  be  no  diviiion,  col¬ 
lected  the  voices  of  the  houfe  upon 
the  fecond  propolition.  It  was  car¬ 
ried  ;  ayes  48,  noes  31. 

We  are  now  brought  in  the  courfe 
of  our  narrative  to  a  tranfadtion  of 
a  very  interelling  nature,  and  which 
reflects  no  very  high  degree  of  credit 
upon  the  managers  of  the  profecu¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Hallings.  They  had 
in  various  inltances  difcovered  a 
very  lively  fenfibility  to  the  animad¬ 
versions,  which,  in  the  freedom  of 
argumentation,  were  made  upon  the 
impeachment.  Two  or  three  dif¬ 
ferent  profecutions  had  been  moved 
againll  the  perfons,  who  were  faid 
to  have  libelled  the  dignity  of  the 
houfe  of  commons  by  the  licentiouf- 
nefs  of  their  comments  upon  this 
proceeding ;  and  the  publifher  of 
one  of  thefe  libels,  which  we  have 
particularly  noticed  as  having;  been 
written  by  the  ingenious  and  unfor¬ 
tunate  Mr.  Logan  was  acquitted 
upon  his  trial.  In  the  courfe  of  the 
prefent  feflion  Mr.  Fox  had  be¬ 
trayed  his  fenlibility  in  the  difcuf- 
lion  of  the  affair  of  captain  Wil¬ 
liams,  having  remarked  with  parti¬ 
cular  acrimony,  that  it  was  for  the 
houfe  to  determine,  whether  a  per. 


*  New  Annual  Regifter  for  1783,  p.  107. 

G  4  8;  1, 


104 


BRITISH  AND 


fon,  who,  like  major  Scott,  made  it 
his  conftant  practice  to  arraign  the 
conduft  of  parliament  upon  fo  im¬ 
portant  an  occafton,  to  mifreprefent 
their  motives,  and  to  traduce  the 
managers  of  the  profecution,  ought 
to  be  fuffered  to  continue  a  member. 
A  fimilar  indance  occurred,  when 
fir  John  Scott  animadverted,  with 
fome  fhow  of  reafon,  upon  the  rafh- 
nefs  of  the  managers,  in  having  in- 
ferted  in  the  charges,  that  “  a  cruel 
and  atrocious  murder  had  been  com¬ 
mitted  by  captain  David  Williams, 
or  fome  other  Englifh  officer.”  He 
obferved,  that  it  was  in  a  high  de- 

7  p 

gree  unjuft  to  conned!,  in  thisloofe 
and  general  way,  the  name  of  any 
individual  with  a  charge  of  murder, 
when  from  the  form  of  the  expref- 
fion  it  feerned  to  appear,  that  the 
authors  of  the  charges  were  not  ful¬ 
ly  fatisfied  that  he  was  the  murderer. 
Mr.  Fox  complained,  that  the  treat¬ 
ment  which  the  managers  had  ex¬ 
perienced  was  unparalleled  in  any 
period  of  our  hiftory,  and  was  io 
illiberal,  that  in  his  opinion  neither 
that  houfe  nor  any  public  body  had 
a  right  to  impofe  it  on  any  let  of 
men,  delegated  by  themfelves,  and 
adpng  under  their  authority.  Thefe 
complaints  however  appearing  to 
gain  no  great  degree  of  attention, 
nor  to  excite  any  extraordinary  fym- 
pathy,  the  managers  at  length  de¬ 
termined  to  fix  a  vote  of  cenfure 
upon  fome  member  of  that  houfe, 
and  they  accordingly  felecfed  major 
.Scott ;  who,  a  few  days  after  the  de¬ 
bate  upon  the  refolutions  for  continu¬ 
ing  the  trialof  Mr.  Hailing®, hadpub- 
lifhed,  through  the  medium  of  the 
newfpapers,  aletter,  intended  to  prove 
from  the  reafonings  we  have  already 
recited,  that  the  long  duration  of 
the  trial  of  Mr.  Haftings  was  to  be 
imputed  to  the  fyftematical  procraf- 
tiiKition  of  the  managers,- 


It  is  extraordinary  that  Mr.  Fdx, 
who  about  two  months  before  had 
entered  into  a  long  and  very  power¬ 
ful  argument  to  prove,  that,  in  the 
cafe  of  religion,  every  man  had  a 
right  to  believe,  and  to  profefs  and 
difleminate  his  fentiments,  without 
control  from  the  civil  power,  till 
it  appeared  that  he  rendered  thofe 
fentiments  the  pretence  of  adlual 
violence,  tumult  or  crime,  fhould 
not  have  perceived,  that  this  prin¬ 
ciple  applied  with  equal  force  to 
every  other  fpecies  of  fentiments, 
as  well  as  religious  ones.  The  firft, 
perhaps  the  moil  important  duty 
incumbent  upon  every  man,  is  to. 
fpeak  the  truth,  and  to  pradtife  no 
fort  of  diffirrmlation*  or  falfhood. 
So  far  therefore  from  its  being  a 
crime  in  any  man  to  propagate  his 
fentiments  in  every  regular  and 
peaceable  manner,  there  is  no  duty 
with  which  he  has  lefs  right  to  dif- 
penfe,  than  that  of  attacking  every 
proceeding  that  appears  •  to  him  to 
be  wrong,  and  endeavouring  to  per- 
fuade  all  mankind  to  entertain  the 
fame  opinion  of  it  that  he  dees.  It 
is  impoffible  to  arrive  at  general  and 
important  truth,  but  through  the. 
medium  of  difeuffion  ;  and  it  is  the 
want  only  of  free,  impartial  and 
general  difeuffion,  that  has  fo  long 
involved  mankind  in  the  moil  fatal 
errors.  There  is  no  calculation  that 
can  tell  us,  what  unbounded  advan¬ 
tages  will  inftantaneoufly  arife,  when 
all  mankind  fhall  be  perfuaded  to 
fpeak  the  truth,  and  when  no  un¬ 
juft;  laws  or  mifguided  timidity  fhall 
refirain  them  ;  when  every  man 
fhall  feel  it  to  be  the  higheft  of  du¬ 
ties  to  fpeak  what  he  knows  of  his 
neighbour  and  of  himfelf,  of  the 
principles  we  ought  to  pradlife,  and 
of  the  form  by  which  we  ought  to  be 
governed.  It  is  deeply  to  be  re¬ 
gretted,  that  men  of  the  mofl  un¬ 
bounded 


FOREIGN 


HISTORY. 


bounded  talents  fhould,  by  party 
and  political  habits,  be  prevented 
from  feeing  the  juftice  of  thefe 
maxims;  and"  nothing  can  more 
ftrongly  awaken  the  pity  of  an  en¬ 
lightened  mind,  than  to  obferve  the 
weaknefs  and  inconfifiency  with 
which  fuch  men  exprefs  themfelves, 
■when  they  leek  to  defend  principles 
eternally  falfe. 

The  queiiion  refpedting  the  libel 
of  major  Scott  was  introduced  into 
the  houfe  of  commons  by  general 
Burgoyne ;  and  he  obferved,  that, 
when  he  confidered  that  the  princi¬ 
pal  perfon  feledted  as  the  object  of 
attack,  was  entitled  above  all  other 
men  to  uniyerfal  refpect  and  admi¬ 
ration  ;  when  he  remarked,  that  this 
man  ot  malice,  as  his  libeller  had 
termed  Mr.  Burke,  united  wifdom 
and  experience  with  every  elegance 
of  mind,  every  humane  feeling,  and 
every  amiable  faculty  which  adorned 
mankind ;  that  this  man  of  malice 
led  a  life  of  private  virtue,  of  public 
indufliy,  and  unremitting  attention 
to  the  firft  interefts  of  fociety  ;  that, 
when  all  confiderations  of  a  party 
fhould  be  no  more,  and  the  libelled 
and  the  libellers  laid  in  the  dull,  he 
would  be  looked  upon  by  pofterity 
as  the  honour  of  his  time  ;  it  was 
impoffible  not  to  feel  the  indigna¬ 
tion  due  to  the  rancour  of  thofe,  who 
felected  fuch  a  character,  as  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  their  calumny,  and  the  mark 
of  their  detraction. 

The  charge  being  properly  open¬ 
ed,  major  Scott  was  permitted  to 
fpeak  in  his  own  defence.  He  had 
rot  expended  at  this  time  of  day  fuch. 
a  motion  from  fuch  a  quarter.  He 
knew  that  the  houfe  poffeffed  great 
and  important  privileges  ;  but  he 
knew  that  there  were  rules  “  more 
honoured  in  the  breach,  than  in  the 
obfervance  and  he  had  always 
fnppofed,  that  in  the  freed:  country 
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in  the  world,  the  houfe  had  con- 
fented  to  difpenfe  with  the  rigid  ob- 
fervanee  of  fome  of  thefe  rules.  It 
was  one  of  the  Handing  orders  of 
parliament,  that  no  fpe&ators  fhould 
be  admitted  into  the  gallery.  It 
was  a  breach  of  privilege  for  any 
man  to  publifh  the  fpeechcs  made 
in  that  houfe  ;  and  yet  both  of  thefe 
rules  were  conftantly  fuperfeded, 
probably  with  very  beneficial  effedt. 
Major  Scott  undertook  to  jufiify  his 
conduct  from  Mr.  Sheridan’s  Com¬ 
parative  View  of  the  India  Bills  of 
Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Pitt,  in  which 
many  parliamentary  meafures  were 
treated  with  great  freedom  ;  from 
a  letter  formerly  publifhed  by  gene¬ 
ral  Burgoyne  to  his  conftituents  at 
Prefion ;  and  from  Mr.  Burke’s 
printed  fpeech  upon  the  debts  of 
the  nabob  of  Arcot,  in  which  it 
was  affirmed,  “  that  all  the  adts  and 
monuments  in  the  records  of  pecu¬ 
lation,  the  confolidated  corruption 
of  ages,  the  patterns  of  exemplary 
plunder  in  the  heroic  times  of  Ro¬ 
man  iniquity,  never  equalled  the 
gigantic  corruption  of  Mr.  Pitt 
and  Mr.  Dundas  in  this  tranfac- 
tion.” 

Mr.  Fox  replied  to  fome  of  the 
reafonings  that  were  urged  againft 
general  Burgoyne’s  motion,  and  be¬ 
gan  his  fpeech  with  certain  quef- 
tions,  the  true  anfwer  to  which  will 
perhaps  be  found  upon  confidera- 
tion  to  be  oppofite  to  that  which  the 
fpeaker  delired.  It  was,  he  ob- 
ferved,  a  poor  extenuation  of  any 
offence,  to  fay,  that  the  houfe  had 
negledted  to  notice  other  libels  on 
the  managers.  Was  its  merciful 
remiffnefs  in  fome  cafes,  a  reafon 
why  it  ought  not  to  proceed  with 
feverity  againft  a  breach  of  privilege 
the  moft  flagrant  and  outrageous  ? 
Was  it  an  argument  that  ought  to 
be  borne  in  a  court  of  julticc,  if, 
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on  a  profecution  for  a  libel  againd 
Mr.  Fox,  it  were  faid,  that  he  bore 
a-  torrent  of  libels  for  fourteen  years 
together  with  patience,  and  there¬ 
fore  enticed  the  libeller  as  it  were  to 
publifh  one  more  ?  There  was  no 
Goraparifon  between  the  criminality 
of  a  book, feller  or  the  printer  of  a 
uewfpaper  and  major  Scott.  Be¬ 
ing  a  membqr  of  parliament,  he  had 
an  opportunity  of  making  any  com¬ 
plaint  againd  the  managers,  which 
fee  thought  their  conduct  deferred. 
He  might  have  done  fo  fairly  and 
openly,  and  had  no  oceafion  to  libel 
them  from  one  end  of  the  kingdom 
to  the  other.  Was  it  not  enough 
for  their  libellers,  that  they  might 
drag  forth  every  adtipn  of  their  pri¬ 
vate  lives,  that  they  might  enter 
their  dwellings,  expofe  the  weak- 
jieffes  that  men  might  naturally  he 
imagined  defirous  of  concealing, 
and  trace  out  every  circumdance  of 
their  condtud  upon  which  to  ground 
their  falfe  and  fcandalous  charges; 
but  mud  they  attack  them  when 
idling  in  the  capacity  of  managers 
of  an  important  criminal  profecu¬ 
tion,  endeavouring  to  bring  a  great 
delinquent  to  judice,  and  engaged 
in  an  affair,  upon  the  fate  of  which 
the  future  happinels  of  millions  de¬ 
pended,  and  perhaps  the  exidence 
of  the  Englidi  conffitution,  which 
was  intimately  connedled  with  the 
free  exercife  of  the  inquilitorial 
powers  of  that  houfe?  The  time 
had  been,  when  the  author  of  fuch 
a  libel  would  without  hefitation 
have  been  committed  to  prifon ; 
and  Mr.  Fox  was  clearly  of  opi¬ 
nion,  that  the  fault  committed  me¬ 
rited  for  the  offender  the  penalty  of 
expulfion,  though  it  had  been  de¬ 
termined  to  call  only  for  a  much 
milder  cenfure. 

Mr.  Burke  declared,  that,  for 

himfelfj  he  entertained  an  utter 


contempt  for  the  whole  body  of 
thofe  perfons,  who  called  themfelves 
the  friends  of  Mr.  Hadings;  but 
the  houfe  could  not,  confidently 
with  what  was  due  to  their  own 
honour,  difregard  what  he  was  fa*- 
tisfied  was  part  of  a  fydem  to  cover 
the  frauds,  perjuries,,  and  villanies 
of  the  delinquent.  He  was  not 
afraid  of  the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  he 
was  not  even  afraid  of  its  licentiouf- 
nefs,  but  he  avowed  himfelf  afraid 
of  its  venality.  Mr.  Mailings  was 
able  to  buy  up  all  the  newfpapers, 
and  he  had  heard  from  what  he 
deemed  good  authority,  that  twenty 
thoufand  pounds  had  been  expended 
in  the  publication  of  Mr.  Haltings’s 
libels.  The  motion  of  general  Bur- 
goyne  confided  of  three  parts  :  that 
it  was  a  high  breach  of  privilege  to 
write  or  publifh  any  fcandalous  and 
libellous  rededlions  on  the  honour 
and  judice  of  the  houfe,  in  any  of 
the  impeachments  or  profecutions  in 
which  it  was  engaged ;  that  major 
Scott’s  letter  was  a  libel  of  this  de- 
feription  ;  and  that  major  Scott, 
for  the  faid  grofs  and  fcandalous  of¬ 
fence,  fhould  be  reprimanded  by  the 
fpeaker  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe. 

The  principle  of  general  Bur- 
goyne’s  motion  was  fupported  by 
adminidration.  It  was  unquediony 
able,  that  major  Scott’s  letter  was 
of  the  nature  of  what  is  common¬ 
ly  termed  a  libel,  and  they  mud  of 
confequence  have  given  up  a  doc¬ 
trine,  which  no  doubt  they  regarded 
with  infinite  partiality,  if  they  had 
differed  themfelves  to  come  between 
the  libeller  and  the  refentment  of 
parliament.  They  did  not  however 
lee  the  cafe  in  fo  very  atrocious  a 
light,  as  that  in  which  it  was  de- 
feribed  by  the  managers.  Mr. 
Dundas  obferved  in  mitigation, 
that  crimes  of  this  fort  were  at  pre- 
fen l  but  too  common?  and  that  the 


FOREIGN  HISTORY. 


aswfpapers  of  late  years  had  fpoken 
a.  language,  Sufficiently  {hewing, 
that  the  perfons  who  conducted  them 
\yere  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  there 
ought  to  be  as  much  freedom  of 
debate  in  newfpapers,  as  in  that 
houfe,  Mr.  Pitt  fuffered  the  two 
firft  propofitions  to  pafs  unamended  ; 
but,  when  the  terms  grofs  and  fcan- 
dalous  were  applied  to  major  Scott, 
though  he  thought  them  fufficiently 
defcriptive  of  the  matter  of  the  libel, 
yet  he  did  not  confider  them  as  be¬ 
comingly  liberal  towards  a  member 
of  that  houfe.  Thefe  words  were 
given  up  at  his  mitigation.  He  then 
proceeded  to  fuggeft  as  another 
amendment,  that  major  Scott  fhould 
be  reprimanded  in  his  place,  and  not 
at  the  bar.  This  point  however  was 
not  willingly  conceded.  In  anfwer 
to  an  argument  of  Mr.  Windham, 
that  the  impropriety  was  lefs  for 
the  proceedings  of  parliament  and 
the  topics  of  their  debate  to  be  com¬ 
mented  upon  from  the  prefs  in  po¬ 
litical  queftions  ;  but  that  it  was  to 
the  laft  degree  atrocious  to  interfere 
in  their  judicial  proceedings,  and 
comment  upon  the  matter  or  con¬ 
duct  of  a  criminal  charge,  while  the 
caufe  was  trying  :  Mr.  Pitt  admit¬ 
ted  the  diftinCtion.  But  would  Mr. 
Windham  venture  to  maintain,  that, 
if  liberties  were  repeatedly  taken 
with  the  character  of  the  party 
accufed,  and  the  matter  of  charge 
againit  him  aggravated  without 
doors,  in  converfation  and  in  newf¬ 
papers,  that  the  friends  of  the  de¬ 
fendant  were  not  at  liberty  to  vin¬ 
dicate  his  character,  through  the 
fame  medium  which  was  ufed  as  the 
vehicle  of  his  abufe  ? — The  queftion 
was  at  length  amended  in  the  man¬ 
ner  Mr.  Pitt  had  propofed,  and  the 
propofitions  voted  without  a  di- 
vifion. 

Nothing  can  more  ftrikingly  jhew 
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the  futility  of  this  proceeding,  than 
the  mildnefs  of  the  cenfure,  with, 
which,  in  conformity  to  the  liberal 
fpirit  of  the  times,  the  managers 
were  obliged  to  content  their  refent- 
ment.  The  fpeaker  indeed  endea¬ 
voured,  as  the  nature  of  his  fttua- 
tion  feemed  to  require,  to  give  dig¬ 
nity  to  the  proceeding,  by  the  fo- 
lemnity  of  the  fpeech  he  addrefied 
to  the  offender.  But  the  levity  and 
abfurdity  of  major  Scott  placed  the 
tranfaftion  in  its  true  point  of  ridi¬ 
cule.  He  declared,  that  he  yielded 
with  the  utmoft  fub  million  to  the  re¬ 
primand  of  the  fpeaker,  and  was 
much  concerned,  that,  in  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  houfe,  he  had  merited  it ; 
at  the  fame  time  adding,  that,  now 
he  was  upon  his  legs,  he  would  give 
notice  of  a  motion  to  enquire  into 
the  truth  of  one  of  the  allegations 
of  his  letter,  Hating,  that  the  refo- 
lutions  for  impeaching  Mr.  Haft- 
ings,  and  the  resolutions  annually 
moved  by  Mr.  Dundas  upon  the  In¬ 
dian  budget,  were  in  exprefs  con¬ 
tradiction  to  each  other.  A  mem¬ 
ber  obferved,  that  it  feemed  due  to 
decorum,  that  the  author  of  the  libel 
fhould  not,  in  the  very  moment  of 
the  reprimand,  give  notice  of  a  mo¬ 
tion  to  recriminate  upon  thofe  that 
had  brought  the  charge  again  ft  him. 
But  major  Scott  affured  the  mem¬ 
ber,  that  he  was  never  fo  mean  as 
to  meditate  recrimination  ;  and  that, 
now  that  the  bufinefs  was  over,  he 
thought  no  more  of  it  than  if  it  had 
never  happened.  Major  Scott  after¬ 
wards  thought  proper  to  give  up  the 
intended  motion,  which  he  had  at 
this  time  notified  to  the  houfe. 

On  the  thirty-firft  of  March 
Mr.  Dundas  introduced  his  annual 
detail  of  the  finances  of  the  Eaft- 
India  company.  The  net  revenue 
for  the  year  1788-1789,  after  de¬ 
fraying  every  expence  of  eftablifh* 
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ment  in  our  Afiatic  provinces,  he 
ftated  at  2,150,000!.  a  fum  exceed¬ 
ing  the  eftimate  of  net  revenue  for 
the  preceding  year  by  the  fum  of 
330,0001.  This  excefs  Mr.  Dundas 
imputed  to  two  caufes,  the  increafe 
of  kind  revenue  in  Bengal,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  new  fyftem,  by 
which  the  lands  were  leafed  to  their 
prefent  occupants  in  perpetuity ; 
and  the  higher  amount  of  the  reve¬ 
nue  upon  fait.  The  firft  of  thefe 
caufes  promifed  every  profpedt  of 
permanency;  he  might  even  add,  of 
improvement  and  increafe.  If  a 
fimilar  queftion  were  put  to  him  re- 
fpecting  the  fecond,  he  Jhould  not 
return  the  fame  anfwer.  He  did 
not  believe,  that  the  high  revenue 
upon  fait  of  the  preceding  year  would 
continue  ;  and  to  fay  the  truth,  he 
did  not  even  defire  it.  Its  increafe 
muft  have  ari fen  either  from  a  more 
numerous  population,  or  from  the 
advanced  price  of  the  article.  He 
did  not  believe  fo  hidden  an  effedt 
could  have  flowed  from  the  firft  ; 
and  if  from  the  laid,  it  was,  in  his 
mind,  a  circumftance  to  be  deplored, 
hecaufe  the  diet  of  the  natives,  the 
body  of  whom  were  of  the  Gentoo 
race,  was  chiefly  confined  to  rice 
and  fait,  and  confequently  with 
them,  fait  was  a  necelTary  of  life. 
Hefhouid  think  the  lofs  of  a  hundred 
or  a  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 
pounds  of  revenue,  was  a  facrifice 
well  made,  and  the  objedt  worthy 
of  the  price,  when  that  objedt  was 
the  accommodation  and  happinefs 
of  a  whole  people.  But,  whatever 
judgment  might  be  formed  refpedt- 
ing  the  temporary  excefs,  it  deft-rved 
to  be  remarked,  that  the  whole  ac¬ 
tual  revenue  had  been  colledted  with¬ 
in  the  compafs  of  the  year  ;  a  cir- 
cumflance  that  fuffieiently  proved, 
that  thefe  provinces  were  in  a  fiou- 
rkhing  Hate,  and  that,  if  no  obf facie 


occurred,  the  inhabitants  of  Bengal 
would,  in  a  few  years,  be  able  to 
pay  off  all  their  arrears.  Much, 
Mr.  Dundas  faid,  as  every  man  mult 
fee,  depended  upon  the  continuance 
of  peace  ;  but,  when  he  looked 
round,  and  confidered  the  fituation 
of  other  European  nations,  efpecial- 
ly  when  he  took  into  the  account 
our  connection  with  Holland,  he 
thought  he  fhould  not  entertain  too 
fanguine  expedtations,  if  he  con¬ 
cluded  that  the  tranquillity  of  India 
would  not  foon  be  difturbed.  He 
was  confident,  that  no  apprehen- 
fion  need  be  conceived  from  any  of 
the  native  princes  of  India,  fo  long 
as  we  purfued  the  courfe  in  which 
we  were  now  engaged,  and  preferved 
a  fyftem  of  moderation  and  juftice. 
He  muft  indeed  prove  a  daring  go¬ 
vernor  general,  who  could  venture 
fo  far,  as  to  difobey  poll  live  inftruc- 
tions  from  home,  and  to  render  it 
the  intereft  of  the  native  princes  to 
form  a  combination  againft  us. 

Mr.  Tierney  entered  into  a  minute 
computation  of  the  affairs  of  the 
Eaft  India  company,  and  complain¬ 
ed  of  the  condudt  of  Mr.  Dundas, 
in  confining  himfelf  to  the  finances 
of  our  poffefftons  in  Afia,  and  of 
confequence  preferring  to  the  houfe 
a  partial  and  fallacious  view  of  the 
fubjedt.  The  refult  of  Mr.  Tierney’s 
calculations  was,  that  the  debts  and 
demands  upon  the  company,  in  the 
year  1790,  exceeded  thofe  of  1787 
by  the  fum  of  96,000ft 

Mr.  Francis  fpoke  at  fome  length 
upon  t fie  fubjedt,  He  imputed  to 
Mr,  Dundas  the  having  involved  and 
obfcured  a  very  fimple  queftion  in  a 
multitude  of  figures,  and  an  endlefs 
feries  of  computations.  Of  what 
confequence  was  all  that  gentleman’s 
arithmetic,  when  the  notorious  fact 
was,  that  we  had  no  return  from  In^- 
dia,  but  a  return  or  transfer  of  debts, 

which 
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which  the  company  could  not  pay, 
and  which,  fooner  or  later,  muft  fall 
upon  the  Shoulders  of  England  ; 
when  the  company,  inftead  of  dif- 
charging  their  bonds,  and  clearing 
themfelves  from  the  burthen  of  their 
debts  at  home,  were  every  year 
coming  to  parliament  for  affiftance, 
for  leave  to  borrow  more  money,  lor 
an  authority  to  increafe  their  capi¬ 
tal,  which  was  only  another  name 
for  running  farther  in  debt,  or  for 
the  diredt  power  of  the  legislature  to 
protect  them  againft  their  creditors, 
cither  by  authoriling  them  not  to  ac¬ 
cept  the  bills  that  were  drawn  upon 
them,  or  not  to  pay  the  bills  they  had 
accepted  ?  Lord  Cornwallis  indeed, 
as  well  as  Mr.  Dundas,  fpoke  in 
one  of  his  letters  of  a  furplus  of  two 
millions  Sterling  ;  but  in  another  let¬ 
ter,  dated  within  live  days  of  the  for¬ 
mer,  he  exprefsly  declared,  that  the 
debts  in  Bengal  could  only  be  paid 
by  a  diminution  of  the  investments, 
or  the  remittance  of  a  large  fum  of 
money  from  Europe  for  the  pur- 
chafe  of  the  investment.  How  was 
this  declaration  to  be  reconciled  with 
the  preceding  ?  If  we  had  a  real  ef- 
fedtive  furplus  of  two  millions  Ster¬ 
ling,  was  it  poffible  it  Should  disap¬ 
pear,  and  no  man  be  able  to  tell 
what  was  become  of  it  ? 

Mr.  Francis  owned,  that,  with 
refpebt  to  the  revenue  upon  fait,  Mr. 
Dundas  had  fpoken  in  a  manner  ex¬ 
tremely  pleating  to  his  feelings.  He 
had  truly  Stated  fait  to  be  a  neceSTa- 
ry  of  life  in  Bengal,  more  than  in 
any  other  country.  Nature  feemed 
to  have  considered  the  circumitance, 
and  had  made  fait  one  of  the  cheap¬ 
est  manufactures  in  that  part  of  the 
world.  The  medium  price  ot  la¬ 
bour  in  Bengal  was  an  anna  and  a 
half  per  day,  or  three  pence  half¬ 
penny  English  ;  and  upon  this 
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price  it  was  frequently  neceffary  to 
fubfiSt  a  family  of  five  perfons. 
Without  fait  their  vegetable  food 
was  a  fpecies  of  poifon  to  them  ;  nor 
could  the  cattle,  in  that  country, 
fublilt  without  it  to  any  ufeful  pur- 
pofe. 

Mr.  Francis  enlarged,  with. par¬ 
ticular  emphalis,  upon  a  letter  of 
lord  Cornwallis,  of  the  fecond  of 
AuguSt  1789.  Speaking  of  the  new 
establishment  of  perpetual  rents, 
the  governor  general  faid,  “  the  fe- 
curity  of  property,  and  the  cer¬ 
tainty,  which  each  individual  will 
now  feel,  of  being  allowed  to  enjoy 
the  fruit  of  his  labours,  muft  operate 
uniformly,  as  incitements  to  labour 
and  industry.”  The  phrafe  of 
what  each  individual  would  “  now- 
feel,”  was  a  tolerably  explicit  con- 
feffion  of  the  mifery  and  opprellion 
the  inhabitants  had  long  buffered. 
In  the  next  paragraph  of  his  letter, 
lord  Cornwallis  allured  the  direc¬ 
tors,  “  that  it  would  be  of  the  ut~ 
molt  importance,  that  the  principal 
landholders  and  traders,  in  the 
interior  parts  of  the  country. 
Should  be  reSto-red  to  fuch  circum¬ 
stances,  as  to  enable  them  to  flip- 
port  their  families  with  decency.”. 
Had  Mr.  Dundas  been  year  after 
year  boaSting  of  the  profperity  of  the 
province  of  Bengal,  and  was  it  only 
in  the  year  1790  that  it  was  re¬ 
commended,  that  the  principal  land¬ 
holders  and  traders  in  the  provinces 
Should  be  reStored  to  the  power  of 
fupporting  their  families  with  de¬ 
cency  ?  The  next  paragraph  con¬ 
ic  Sled  that  agriculture  and  internal 
commerce  had  for  many  years  been 
declining,  and  that  at  prefent,  with 
a  few  exceptions,  the  inhabitants  of 
thefe  interior  provinces  were  rapid¬ 
ly  advancing  to  a  Slate  of  general 
poverty  and  wretched. 
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The  letter  proceeded  thus :  “  I 
have  purpofely  in  thele  fettlements 
propofed  to  withdraw  the  gunges 
(market  duties)  from  the  zemidars, 
and  to  place  them  in  the  hands  of 
government,  in  order  that,  as  the 
land  revenue  cannot  increafe,  the 
company  may  have  an  unreftrained 
power  over  the  internal  duties  on  pro¬ 
duce  and  manufacture;  and,  through 
the  medium  of  taxes  upon  the  in- 
creafed  eonfumption  of  the  necef- 
faries  and  luxuries  of  life,  may  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  wealth  and  advan¬ 
tages  which  I  truft  will  he  the  con- 
fequence  of  a  permanent  revenue 
eftabiifhment.?>  Mr.  Francis  ob- 
ferved  upon  this  paffage,  that  admi- 
niftration  had  been  ready  to  take 
credit  from  the  abolition  of  a  part 
of  thefe  duties,  and  he  demanded  to 
know,  why  they  were  not  abolifhed 
altogether  ?  He  afked,  what  were 
the  luxuries  of  life  to  a  Hindoo  ? 
Rice  and  fait  were  neceffaries. 
Would  they  tax  them  more  in  a 
country  fo  impoverilhed  ?  Lord 
Cornwallis  next  mentioned  the  ar¬ 
ticle  of  opium,  and  faid,  “  he  doubt¬ 
ed  not  but  the  relief  given  to  the 
farmers  would  be  more  than  com- 
penfated,  by  the  encouragement  that 
would  be  held  out  to  extend  the 
cultivation  of  the  poppy.”  Lord 
Cornwallis  dared  not  propofe  any 
thing,  however  wife  and  humane, 
for  the  benefit  and  relief  of  the  na¬ 
tives,  without  accompanying  it  with 
fame  lure  to  the  proprietors,  to  con¬ 
vince  them,  that,  if  they  loll  in  one 
point,  he  would  take  care  they 
ihould  be  gainers  in  another.  Mr. 
Francis  reprobated  the  extenfion  of 
the  cultivation  of  opium,  and  de¬ 
clared  that  poppies  were  the  moll 
noxious  weed  that  grew.  But,  fo 
long  as  any  thing  was  to  be  gained 
to  the  revenue,  the  cultivation  of 


the  neceffary  grain  was  difeoufaget?* 
and  the  true  interefts  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  were  fure  to  be  forgot¬ 
ten. 

A  circumftance  was  mentioned  in 
the  courfe  of  the  debate  upon  the 
India  budget,  by  fir  Grey  Cooper, 
which  was  afterwards  made  the  fub- 
jedt  of  a  fpecific  motion  by  Mrd 
Sheridan.  This  was  the  advance  of 
three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  by 
the  bank  of  England  to  the  com¬ 
pany,  for  the  fecui  ity  of  which  par¬ 
liament  had  veiled  exchequer  bills  to 
that  amount  in  the  poffeffion  of  the 
bank.  Thefe  exchequer  bills  were  ex- 
prefsly  directed,  by  add  of  parliament, 
tobe  called  in  and  extinguifhedbythe 
Cth  of  April  1786;  but  from  that 
time  to  the  prefent  the  circumftance 
had  palTed  over  in  filence,  and  the 
debt,  to  this  hour,  was  undifeharged, 
Mr.  Sheridan  contrafted  this  with 
the  fums  of  three  hundred  and  two 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  paid  into 
the  exchequer  in  the  years  1789  and 
1790  by  the  Eaft-India  company, 
on  account,  for  demands  made  upon 
them  by  government,  but  the  validi¬ 
ty  of  which  they  had  declined  to  ac¬ 
knowledge.  Thisfum,  he  contended, 
ought,  in  the  firlt  place,  to  have  been 
employed  in  the  redemption  of  the 
exchequer  bills  ;  and  that  it  was  not, 
was  an.  additional  confequence  of  Mr, 
Pitt's  fatal  and  unfortunate  error,  in 
not  having  made  his  Hand  four  years 
ago,  and  brought  forward  the  affairs 
of  the  country  as  they  really  were, 
Mr.  Pitt  admitted  the  fadts  ffated 
by  Mr.  Sheridan,  but  conceived, 
that  it  remained  in  the  diferetion  of 
the  bank  to  demand  payment,  and 
that  it  was  by  no  means  incumbent 
upon  government,  who  wTas  the  me¬ 
diator,  to  force  the  adtual  debtor 
and  creditor  to  clofe  their  accounts. 
Of  the  refolutions  Mr,  Sheridan 
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xioved  upon  the  fubjeCt,  feveral  of  jeCI  of  which  was,  to  oblige  the  Eaff- 
which  were  merely  declaratory  of  the  India  company  to  difcharge  ^  the 
faft,  fome  were  rejeCted,  and  par-  loan  on  or  before  the  fifth  ot  the 
ticularly  the  concluding  one,  the  ob-  enfuing  January. 


CHAP.  VII. 

Finances  of  Great  Britain .  Affair  of  Nootha  Sound.  Armament  voted* 
Motion  on  Embcifjtes .  Parliament  dljfolved .■ 


MR.  Pitt  entered  into  the  annu¬ 
al  detail  of  the  revenue  and 
expenditure  of  Great  Britain  on  the 
nineteenth  of  April.  He  expreiTed 
a  peculiar  degree  of  pleafure,  in  be¬ 
ing  able  at  this  time  to  come  forward 
and  ftate  the  amount  of  the  revenue, 
no  longer  as  a  queftion  of  conjecture, 
but  as  an  afeertained  and  indisputa¬ 
ble  fadl ;  an  amount  exceeding  that 
upon  which  he  had  formerly  calcu¬ 
lated,  and  which  had  been  contro¬ 
verted  and  denied  by  the  oppofite 
fide  of  the  houfe.  He  entered  into 
two  averages  of  the  three  preced¬ 
ing  years,  according  to  the  lowed 
of  which,  the  revenue  amounted  to 
15,723,000!.  an  amount  which  had 
been  furpaffed  by  the  adlual  produce 
of  the  lad  year  in  no  lefs  a  fum  than 
500,000b  In  detailing  the  various 
refources  from  which  this  revenue 
was  conftituted,  Mr.  Pitt  congratu¬ 
lated  the  country  upon  the  premium 
©f  the  lottery,  which  amounted  to 
290,000b  and  which  had  gone  on 
in  a, progrefiive  increafe.  He  dated 
the  particulars  of  the  reduction  of 
the  national  debt  fince the  year  17S5, 
obferving,  that  no  lefs  a  capital  than 
5,184,000b  of  three  per  cents  had 
been  purchafed,  and  the  intered 
taken  off  from  the  (boulders  of  the 
public. 

The  increafed  revenue  was  not, 
as  Mr.  Pitt  obferved,  caufed  by  any 
incidental  circum dance,  but  flowed 


out  of  the  increafed  profpenty  and 
refources  of  the  country.  To  prove 
this,  he  quoted  the  exports  from  the 
cuAom-houfe  entries,  which  for  the 
lad  year  amounted  to  no  lefs  a  fum 
than  18,5  13,0001,  exceeding  in  Bri- 
tifh  manufactures  alone  the  average 
exports  of  fix  years  prior  to  the 
American  war  by  three  millions, 
and  the  exports  of  1787  by  one 
million.  The  imports  exceeded  in  an 
equal  proportion  ;  and  the  number 
of  our  feamen  was  increafed  to  one 
third  more  than  they  had  been  m 
1773.  Thefe  advantages  Mr.  Pitt 
aferifeed,  to  the  goodnefs  of  provi¬ 
dence  in  favouring  us  with  a  conti¬ 
nuance  of  the  bleffings  of  peace  ;  to 
the  national  character,  and  the  excel¬ 
lence  of  our  conditution,  affording 
a  vital  principle  fuperior  to  that  of 
any  other  nation  ;  and  ladly,  to  the 
firmnefs  of  the  houfe  of  commons  in 
facing  the  danger  and  exigency  of 
the  times,  and  generoufly  facrificing 
their  own  eafe,  and  in  fome  refpedts 
the  eafe  of  their  conftituents,  to  the 
paramount  necefiity  of  the  date. 

Mr.  Sheridan  declared,  that  it 
would  have  given  him  great  plea- 
fure,  if  his  duty  would  have  permit¬ 
ted  him  to  fit  filent,  and  leave  the 
flattering  profpetds  exhibited  by  the 
minifler  undifturbed  ;  but  Mr.  Pitt 
had  himfelf  declared,  that  it  was  our 
highed  glory  to  face  the  danger  and 
exigency  of  our  fituation.  On  this 
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ground  he  felt  himfelf  compelled  to 
maintain  every  one  of  his  former  cal¬ 
culations  ;  and,  while  he  agreed  with 
the  minifter  in  his  general  principles, 
and  in  his  ftatement  of  the  growing 
profperity  of  the  country,  completer 
ly  to  difagree  with  him  in  the  tingle 
fadt,  that  our  income  was  equal,  or 
nearly  equal,  to  oUr  expenditure. 
He  had  never  fpoken  in  a  defponding 
tone  of  our  refources  ;  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  no  man  thought  more  highly 
of  them,  if  judicioufly  applied  ;  and 
his  opinion  was  founded,  as  Mr. 
Pitt  had  profeffed  his  own  to  be, 
upon  a  fang-unit  confidence  in  the 
energies  derived  from  our  conftitu- 
tion,  and  the  exertions  which  belong 
to  our  national  character.  Mr.  She¬ 
ridan  was  willing  to  take  Mr.  Pitt’s 
own  account  of  the  revenue,  though 
he  might  have  objected  to  certain 
particulars,  efpecially  to  the ‘manner- 
in  which  the  arrears  of  the  land  and 
window  tax  had  been  added  to  the 
produce  of  the  year  ;  but  he  under¬ 
took  to  prove,  that  the  expenditure, 
upon  an  average  of  four  years,  in¬ 
cluding  the  million  for  the  reduction 
of  the  national  debt,  exceeded  the 
revenue  by  two  millions  fterling,  and 
that  the  abtual  expenditure  of 
the  preceding  year  exceeded  it  by 
1,300,000!.  This  ftatement,  Mr. 
Sheridan  faid,  was  accurately  ex- 
tra&ed  from  the  accounts  upon  the 
table,  and  admitted  of  no  poffible  dis¬ 
pute  ;  it  was  fuch  as  demanded  the 
moft  ferious  attention,  and  rendered 
a  new  and  determined  fyftem  of  re¬ 
medy  immediately  neceffary.  Mr. 
Sheridan  added  his  regret,  thpF  the 
refource  of  the  lottery  fhould  have 
been  fo  triumphantly  announced. 
For  hrmfelf,  he  looked  not  to  the  ex¬ 
chequer  for  the  produce  of  a  lotte¬ 
ry,  but  to  the  Old  Bailey  ;  not  to 
the  temporary  advantage  of  the  na¬ 
tional  finances,  but  to  the  increafe 


of  our  exports  to  Botany  Bay.  Hd 
had  always  oppofed  it,  becaufe  it 
was  part  of  a  fyftem  which  sfpirecf 
to  a  momentary  gain,  at  the  ex¬ 
pellee  of  thofe  found  and  fuperior 
principles,  that  alone  conftituted 
the  true  bafts  of  national  profpe- 
rity. 

Mr.  Pitt  in  reply  to  Mr.  Sheridan 
acknowledged,  that  our  peace  efta- 
blifhment  was  not  yet  reduced  to  tlier 
amount  fpeciftcd  in  the  report  of 
1786;  but  the  houfe  would  obferve, 
that  the  report  had  referred  that  re¬ 
duction  to  the  year  j  791,  and  he 
had  every  reafon  to  Believe  that  next 

j 

year’s  eftablifliment  would  not  differ 

j 

very  materially  from  the  .amount 
there  recommended. 

Mr.  Fox;  differed  with  Mr.  Sheri¬ 
dan  upon  the  fubject  of  lotteries. 
He  believed  that  their  fufpenfton 
would  not  caufe  the  fufpenfton  of  the 
different  evils,  to  which  they  were 
conceived  to  give  occafion.  The 
propenfity  to  gambling  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  at  large,  was  undoubtedly  to  be 
deplored  ;  but,  as  long  as  it  was  evi¬ 
dent  that  this  fuirit  would  be  exer- 

j. 

cifed  to  the  fame  extent,  whe¬ 
ther  there  were  a  lottery  or  no,  he 
thought  it  fair  that  the  public  fhould 
reap  the  advantage.  Mr.  Sheridan 

x  O 

replied,  that  perhaps  he  had  had  par¬ 
ticular  opportunity  of  knowing  the 
bad  confequences  that  fprungfrom 
fo  profligate  an  inftitution.  He  had 
a  few  years  iince  taken  fome  fliarc 
in  the  plan  of  a  police  bill  for  the  ci¬ 
ty  ofWeftminfter,  and  he  was  oblig¬ 
ed  of  confequence  to  have  many  con¬ 
ferences  with  the  Weftminfter  juf- 
tices  and  other  perfons  from  whom 
information  might  be  obtained ; 
among  thefe  was  a  pawn-broker, 
who  allured  him,  that  he  had  not  ft> 
many  things  brought  to  him  in  the 
courfe  of  a  whole  vear,  as  during’ ' 
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the  drawing  of  the  lottery.  Firft 
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men  brought  their  tools,  then 
the  women  their  clothes,  and  one 
thing  after  another,  till  at  length 
they  brought  even  the  little  filver 
clafps  out  of  their  children’s  fhoes  : 
the  whole  was  indeed  inch  a  picture 
of  penury,  diflrefs  and  defpair,  that 
no  man  of  the  lcaft  feeling  could 
have  contemplated  it  without  fliud- 
dering'.  That  picture  juftified  him 
in  afferting,  that,  let  the  profit  arif- 
ing  from  the  lottery  be  ever  fo  great, 
he  fhould  reject  it,  as  the  bale  gain 
derived  from  a  vile  and  pernicious 
plan  of  playing  upon  the  paffions  of 
the  neceflitous,  the  laborious  and 
the  poor. 

In  the  lottery  bill  of  the  prefent 
feffion,  there  were  two  new  claufes, 
one  fubjeCting  the  printers  of  newf- 
papers  to  a  penalty  of  fifty  pounds, 
in  cafe  they  advertifed  any  illegal 
fnare's,  and  the  other  fubjeCting  the 
diftributors  of  hand-biljs  to  three 
months  imprifonment  for  the  fame 
offence.  They  were  both  oppofed 
by  Mr.  Sheridan  ;  in  the  laft  cafe, 
becaufe  the  punifhment  fell  upon 
perfons  who  probably  could  neither 
write  nor  read,  and  who  might  be 
wholly  ignorant  of  the  fubjeCt  of 
the  hand-bill  they  were  diitribut- 
ing ;  and  in  the  former,  becaufe, 
in  Mr.  Sheridan’s  opinion,  the  claufe 
materially  affeCted  the  liberty  of  the 
prefs,  without  having  any  tendency 
to  fupprefs  gambling.  The  printer 
of  a  newfpaper  might  incur  the  pe¬ 
nalty  without  meaning  to  offend 
again!!  the  law  ;  and  they  might, 
with  equal  propriety,  fubjeCt  him 
to  punifhment  for  advertifing  a  pam¬ 
phlet,  which,  upon  perufal,  turned 
out  to  be  a  libel. 

The  bufinefs  of  the  feffion  was 
nearly  approached  to  its  clofe, 
when,  on  the  fifth  of  May,  a  new 
and  unexpected  tran  faCtion  was  fub- 
mitted  to  the  canfideration  of  par- 
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liament.  This  confided  in  Certain 
hoftilities  committed  by  the  Spani¬ 
ards  upon  the  north-weftern  coaft  of 
America,  for  which  fatisfaCtion  had 
been  demanded  and  refuted;  and 
which,  of  confeqiience,  were  con* 
fidered  as  rendering  an  armament 
neceffary,  in  order,  either  by  ter¬ 
ror  or  aCtual  war,  to  induce  the 
Spaniards  to  make  compenfation  for 
the  injury  they  had  committed.  A 
fmall  afiociation  of  Britifh  merchants 
refident  in  the  Eaft-Indies,  had, 
early  in  the  year  1786,  formed  the 
project  of  opening  a  trade  to  this 
part  of  the  world,  for  the  purpofe  of 
fupplying  the  Chinefe  market  with 
furs.  The  principal  point  towards 
which  thele  expeditions  were  di¬ 
rected,  was  Port  Nootka,  or  King 
George’s  Sound ;  and  the  adven¬ 
turers,  being  in  fome  degree  fatif- 
fied  with  their  traffic,  took  meafures, 
in  the  year  1788,  tofecure  to  them- 
felves  a  permanent  fettlement;  at 
the  fame  time  that  the  fhipping 
employed  in  this  expedition,  was  ge¬ 
nerally  of  two,  and  never  exceeded 
the  amount  of  four  fmall  vefiels. 
The  Spaniards  conceived  fome  jea- 
loufy  of  the  intrufion  of  the  Englifh 
into  a  part  of  the  world,  which  they 
had  long  been  defirous  to  regard  as 
their  exclufive  property  ;  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  a  Spanifh  frigate  of  twen¬ 
ty-fix  guns  was  difpatched  from  the 
province  of  Mexico,  for  the  purpofe 
of  putting  an  end  to  this  commerce. 
The  Spanifh  frigate  arrived  in  May 
1789,  and  captured  two  Englifk 
veffels  in  the  following  July,  at  the 
fame  time  taking  poffieffion  of  the 
little  fettlement,  which  had  been 
formed  upon  the  coaft. 

This  tranfaCtion  was  firft  notified 
to  the  Englffh  government  by  the 
Spanifh  ainbaffador/ refident  at  the 
court  of  London,  who  at  the  fame 
time  demanded,  that  meafures  fhould 
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be  taken  by  tlie  Englifh  govern¬ 
ment,  to  prevent  the  inhabitants 
'  from  frequenting  thefe  coafts,  which 
were  alleged  to  have  been  pre¬ 
viously  occupied  by  the  fubjedts  of 
Spain.  Complaints  were  alfo  made 
of  the  fifheries  carried  on  by  Great 
Britain  in  the  feas  adjoining  to  the 
Spanifh  continent,  as  being  contra¬ 
ry  to  the  rights  of  that  crown.  The 
Englifh  miniftry  did  not  receive  this 
communication  in  a  manner  that  in¬ 
dicated  much  inclination  to  comply 
with  its  requisition  ;  and  a  demand 
was  immediately  made  by  them,  that 
the  veffels  fhould  he  reftored,  and 
adequate  fatisfaclion  granted,  pre- 
viouffy  to  any  other  difcuffion.  By 
'the  anfvver  from  the  court  of  Spain 
it  appeared,  that  the  captured  vef¬ 
fels  and  their  crews  had  been  fet  at 
liberty  by  the  viceroy  of  Mexico,  on 
the  fuppoiition,  as  he  declared,  that 
nothing  but  an  ignorance  of  the 
rights  of  Spain  could  have  encou¬ 
raged  the  individuals  of  other 
nations  to  attempt  eftablifhments 
upon  that  coaft,  and  in  confor¬ 
mity  to  his  previous  inftrudtLons 
to  ihew  all  pofiible  regard  to  the 
Britifh  hag.  No  farther  fatisfac- 
tion  was  either  made  or  offered,  and 
g  direct  claim  was  fet  up  by  the 
court  of  Spain,  to  the  exelufive  rights 
of  fovereignty*  navigation  and  com¬ 
merce  in  the  territories  and  coafts 
of  that  part  of  the  world. 

In  order  to  determine  how  far  this 
proceeding  of  the  court  of  Madrid 
rendered  an  armament  on  our  part 
neceffary  or  advifable,  it  is  princi¬ 
pally  requisite  that  we  fhould  con¬ 
sider  by  what  motives  and  principles 
the  boftilitles  in  queftion  were  dnftat- 
ed.  It  was  agreed  on  all  hands,  that 
the  value  of  the  trade  to  the  port  of 
Nootka  was  exceedingly  t  rifling;  and 
It  may  well  be  queitioned,  whether 
there  is  any  trade  upon  the  face  of 
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the  earth  fo  valuable,  as  to  rerrcfe? 
it  juftifiable,  for  that  consideration 
only,  to  engage  in  a  war.  It  mull 
notwithftanding  be  admitted,  that* 
if  the'  motive  of  the  court  of  Spain 
was  to  encroach  upon  ou  r  juft  rights* 
and  if  they  were  feeking  an  occa- 
fi on  for  hoftility,  the  value  of  the 
object  will  not,  m  that  cafe,  be  the 
only  cireumftance  that  it  becomes 
us  to  take  into  the  account.  But,  if 
we  fhould.  fuppofe,  that,  while  they 
afiumed  that  upon  which  they  had 
no  juft  claim,  they  were  prompted 
only  by  mifapprehenfion  and  error* 
it  is  then  probable  that  the  conteft 
might  have  been  fettled  in  a  mode 
lefs  expenlive  than  that  of  an  arma¬ 
ment.  The  having  recourfe  to  an 
armament  upon  all  occasions,  is  un¬ 
doubtedly  neither  what  reafon  and 
wifd'om  would  didlate,  nor  is  it,  of 
all  others,  the  mode  moft  calculated 
to  conciliate.  Our  honour  only  was 
at  flake,  and  our  honour  might  pro¬ 
bably  have  Been  more  effectually  fe- 
cured  by  the  language  of  reafon  and 
juftice,  than  by  the  interpofition  of 
force.  There  are  other  ways  of 
convincing  men  that  you  are  in 
earneft,  beftde  that  of  putting  your- 
felf  in  a  pofture  of  defence ;  and  if 
Great  Britain  had  juftice  on  her 
fide,  and  if  fhe  appeared  firm  and 
calmly  perfevering,  there  is  no  doubt 
but  by  thefe  two  circumftances  fhe 
would  have  carried  her  point,  unlefs 
Spain  actually  meditated  hoftilities. 
To  this  it  may  be.added,  that,  Spain 
being  adtually  perfuaded,.  from  ob» 
folete  claims,  that  the  right  to  the 
north-weftern  coaft  of  America  wa¬ 
llers,  her  procedure  was  fufticiently 
regular  in  feizing  upon  ourfhips,  and 
the  tone  of  our  government  was,  of 
confequenee,  a  little  too  high,  when 
We  demanded  fat!  shaft,  ion  for  the 
feizure,  previous  to  difeufiion,  and 
thus  began  with  begging  the  quel* 
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tion  refpe&ing  the  object  to  be  dif- 
cuffed. 

A  flight  recollection  of  the  affairs 
of  Europe  willaffift  us  in  forming  fome 
conjeCture  as  to  the  point,  whether 
Spain  was  feeking  a  pretence  for 
hoftilities.  Charles  the  Third,  their 
late  fovereign,  had  died  in  Decem¬ 
ber  1788.;  and,  of  confequence, 
before  we  can  impute  a  premeditated 
intention  of  hoftility,  we  muff  fup- 
pofe  an  abfolute  coincidence  of 
views  between  him  and  Charles  the 
Fourth,  his  fucceffor.  The  orders 
■under  which  the  SpanifK  frigate 
afted,  if  we  imagine  them  to  have 
originated  in  the  court  of  Madrid, 
muff  have  been  iffued  under  the  late, 
andpurfued  into  their  confeqticnces 
under  the  prefent  king.  But  we  may 
rejeCt  this  hypothefls,  and  yet  fup- 
pofe,  that,  though  the  occafion  for 
hoftilities  was  afforded  by  accident, 
it  was  improved  by  deflgn.  The 
probabrity  of  this  defign  will  be  di- 
minifhed,  if  we  recoileCt  the  aCtual. 
fituation  of  the  government  of 
France.  It  is  well  known  how 
much  the  Spaniards,  of  late  years, 
have  depended  upon  the  family 
compkCt  :  and  nothin^  is  more  cer- 
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tain,  than  their  extreme  aVerfion  to 
the  engaging  in  war  with  this  coun¬ 
try,  unlefs  fupported  by  the  court 
of  Verfailles  A  more  extenfive  re- 
trofpeft  to  the  general  fituation  of 
Europe  will  furnifh  an  additional 
argument  on  the  fame  fide,  The 
flames  of  war  already  raged  among 
the  northern  powers  ;  and,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  effablifhed  principles  of 
kings  and  their  minifters,  it  was, 
tinder  tbefe  eircumftances,  highly 
iiTiprobable,  that  war  fhould  break 
out  on  the  fouthern  fide,  without 
the  two  conteffs  mingling  their  fires, 
and  blending  into  one  general  feene 
of  hoffility.  But  in  the  prefent  cafe, 
between  the  two  principals  in  the 


northern  war,  the  Ruffians  and  the 
Turks,  it  would  have  been  very  diT 
ficuit  to  choofe,  fines  both  Spain 
and  Great  Britain*  fo  far  as  they 
had  thought  proper  to  engage  in  the 
question,  had  already  declared  in 
favour  of  the  Turks. 

But.  laying  afide  for  a  moment 
thefe  minuter  confiderations,  there 
is  a  fort  of  language  ,  which,  though 
it  be  confiderably  foreign  to  the  in- 
tercourfe  of  cabinets*  may  deferve 
for  a  moment  to  occupy  our  atten¬ 
tion.  Suppofe  Great  Britain  to 
have  addreffed  the  Spaniards  in  the 
following  language  :  “  Your  claim 
to  the  exclulivc  property  of  the 
whole  north- we  ftern  coaft  of  A  me* 
rica  is  undoubtedly  in  the  liiglieff. 
degree  abfurd.  The  time  will  in¬ 
fallibly  come,  in  the  mutation  of  hu¬ 
man  affairs,  when  you  will  be  oblig¬ 
ed  to  depart  from  fo  fantaffieal  a 
pretenfion.  But  if  you  are  willing 
to  deluge  the  world  with  bloodfhejl 
and  war  upon  fo  ufelefs  and  barren 
a  rpaeftion,  we  underftand  our  duty 
better.  Tins  fur  trade  is  fo  indif¬ 
ferent  in  its  value,  as  to  make  it 
doubtful,  whether  it  was  formerly 
worth  beginning,  or  is  now  worth 
carrying  on.  How  then  can  it  be 
worth  the  introduction  of  calamity, 
expence,  injuftice,  tyranny  and  mur¬ 
der,  toeffablifh  it  ?  We  are  not  afraid 
'that  our  forbearance  in  this  inffance 
fhould  be  attributed  to  pufillani unity 
and  cowardice.  If  it  be,  thedeception 
will  foon  be  at  an  end  ;  and  it  is  of 
little  confeqiKAice  what  others  think 
of  us,  while  we  know  ourfelves  to  be 
both  brave  and  juft.  Find  us  aground 
that  is  worth  fighting  upon,  and  we 
will  conteixi  the  point  as  obffinately 
as  the  beft  of  you.  If  any  nation 
fhall  dare  to  attack  our  liberties, 
or  our  independence,  if  we  cannot 
convince  them  of  their  folly  by  rea- 
fou,'we  will  nqt, doubt  that  we  fhall 
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do  it  by  fortitude.  The  very  prin¬ 
ciple  that  infpires  us  with  a  juft  ab¬ 
horrence  of  wanton  bloodfhed,  will 
render  its  ten  times  more  intrepid 
and  formidable,  when  the  occafipri 
•that  we  deprecate  lhall  oblige  us.  to 
have  recourfeto  the  fwordA 

An  addrefs  to  the  king,-  upon  tne 
fubjedt  of  the  royal  mefiage,  was 
moved  by  Mr.  Pitt  on  the  day  fub- 
fequent  to  that  on  which  it  had 
been  delivered  ;  and  in  opening  the 
lubjedt  to  the  ho ufe  of  commons, 
he  obferved  that,  however  natural 
it  might  be  to  look  with  concern 
upon  the  circHrnftaric.es  ft ated  in  the 
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mefiage  and  their  pofftble  confe¬ 
rences,  he  conceived  he  ftiould  not 
do  juftice  to  the  feelings  and  pub¬ 
lic  fpirit  of  the  lioufe,  *T  he  permit¬ 
ted  himfelf  for  a  moment  to  doubt 
of  their  unanimity  with  refpedt  to 
inch  meafures-  as  the  circumitanees 
rendered  neceffary.  He  wifhed  to 
vrbftain  from. all  exprefTioms  of  aggra- 
vation,  and  indeed  the  bare  men¬ 
tion  of  the  Tails,  which  had  occur¬ 
red,  could  not  fail  to  induce  a  Bri- 
trfli  houle  of  commons  to  relent  the 
indignity  offered  to  their  flag,  and 
ta  demand  fatisfadlion  for  tire  in¬ 
jury  done  Ifo  their  fellow  liibjcdts.. 
The  claim  of  the  court  of  Spain  was 
the  mo  ft  a  5  furd  and  exorbitant  that 
could  well  be  imagined  ^  it  originat¬ 
ed  in  no  treaty,  and  was.  indefinite 
in  its  extent.  If  we  fubmitted  to 
'  it,  we  muft  expect  to  be  deprived 
of  our  South  Sea  fifhery,  a  com¬ 
merce  which  promifed  to  afford  us 
the  moll  confiderable  advantages. 

Mr.  -Fox  declared!  that  no  mamfVlt 
a  warmer  refentment  at  the  unpro¬ 
voked  aggreflion  of  the  court  of 
Spain,  or  was  more  fully  perfuaded 
■  of  t!\e  necefiity  of  an  immediate  and 
viVorous.armament,  than  he  was.  He 
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could*  not,  however,  avoid,,  complain- 
"  ing  of  the  ©millions  of  the  mefthge. 


particularly  that  it  contained  rto,  iV 
formation  of  what  the  captured  fhjbp 
had  been  doing,  or  had  intended  to 
do ;  whether  they  were  aboutto  make 
,an  eftablifhment,  or  whether  Spam 
knew  of  any  meditated  diablifti- 
merit.  Another  cireumftance  was 
entitled  to  attention.  It  was  now 
fcarcely  a  fortnight  fmee  the  mi- 
nifter,  in  opening  the  budget,  had 
defcanted  upon  the  ft  our  idling  ft  ate 
of  the  finances,  and  in  no  part  of 
liis  argument  did  he  feem  more  con¬ 
fident,  than  in  the  affurances  he  had 
given  the  houfe  of  the  probable  con¬ 
tinuance  of  peace.  At  ftrft  fight 
this  had  ftruck  Mr.  Fox,  as  an  i li¬ 
ft  a  nee  of  the  uncertainty  cf  human 
wifdom,  and  the  mutability  of  fub- 
lunary  affairs-  Viewed  in  another 
light,  it  gave  rife  to  various  fug- 
geitions.  At  the  moment  that  Mr. 
Pitt  was  vaunting  of  the  refources 
of  the  count, it,  he  muft  have  known 
that  Spain  had,  without  a  colour 
of  pretence,  feized  upon  Britifh. 
fhips,.  made  prifoners  of  the  crews, 
and  eonfifeated  the  property  they 
contained.  Under  thefe  circnm- 
flances  he  did  not  fee  the  necefiity 
for  the  minifter  to  go.  out  of  hiq  way 
to  introduce  affurances  of  the  conti¬ 
nuance  of  peace.  Plad  fuch  falla¬ 
cious  hopes  not  been  excited,  the 
public  would  not  have  felt  the  dif- 
appointmentand  furprife  with  which 
they  were  now  impreffed. 

Mr.  Burke  recommended  everv 
pradli cable  endeavour  at  accommo¬ 
dation,  as  far  as  was  confifient  with 
the  national  honour  ;  declaring,  that, 
as  we  ought  never  to  go  to  war  for 
a  profitable  wrong,  no  more  ought 
we  to  take  up  arms  for  an  unpro¬ 
fitable  right.  Pie  conceived  that 
the  balance  of  Europe  was  bell 
maintained  sby  a  continuance  of 
peace.  Befide,  what  had  we  to 
contend  for  ?  Extent  of  dominion 

would 
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would  dons  no  good  ;  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  if  all  the  foreign  poffefiions  of 
Spain  could  be- brought  over  to  the 
Fcale  of  England,  he  did  not  think 
it  was  an  objeft  for  a  wife  man  to 
define. 

‘  The  addrefs  had  no  fooner  been 
tmanimoufly  voted,  than  Mr.  Fox 
moved,  that  there  fhould  be  laid  be¬ 
fore  the  houfe,  the  intelligence  which 
had  been  received  concerning  the 
captured  fhips,  and  fuch  informa? 
t-ion  as  had  been  received  concern¬ 
ing  the  armament  in  the  Spanifh 
ports,  together  with  the  dates  of 
that  information  The  firfc  of  thefe 
motions  was  carried,  and  the  fecond 
palled  in  the  negative,  it  being  al¬ 
leged,  that  the  publication  of  fuch 
an  account  was  calculated  to  betray 
the  channel  through  which  the  in¬ 
telligence  had  been  obtained.  On 
the  tenth,  Mr.  Pitt  moved  for  a 
vote  of  credit  to  the  amount  of  one 
million  sterling.  Meanwhile  oppo- 
ftioii  obtained  information  which 
they  deemed  credible,  that  the  fir  ft 
notification  of  the  Spanifh  ambaffa- ' 
dor  had  paffed  as  long  ago  as  the  tenth 
of  the  preceding  February ;  and 
this  circumftance  they  were  delirous 
to  ascertain  in  an  authentic  form, 
as  it  appeared  to  them  materially  to 
criminate  the  condufl  of  adminiftra- 
tion.  In  the  mean  time,  Mr.  Pitt 
oblerved  that  he  had  not  under  (food 
the  communication  of  the  Spanifh 
ambaftkdoras  included  in  the  intelli¬ 
gence  moved  for  by  Mr.  Fox,  or 
he  fhould  certainly  have  oppofedthe 
granting  that  intelligence;  of  con- 
fequence  the  other  fide  of  the  houie 
had  no  reafon  to  flatter  themfelves, 
that  this  communication  would  be 
produced  together  with  the  other 
papers.  Accordingly  a  dlftin<ft  mo¬ 
tion  was  fhortly  after  brought  for¬ 
ward  by  Mr.-  Grey, 
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In  fupport  of  this  motion  he  de¬ 
clared,  that  no  man  felt  more  ftrong- 
ly.  for  the  honour  and  digrwty  of  the 
Britifh  nation  than  he  did;  -  Na¬ 
tional  honour  was  by  fome  repre- 
fented  as  a  viftonary  thing  ;  but  for 
himfelf,  he  was  perfuaded,  that  a 
nation  without  honour  was  a  nation 
without  power  ;  and  that,  in  doling 
this  ineftimable  attribute,  it  inevita¬ 
bly  loft  the  genuine  fpring  of  its  fpi- 
rit,  its  energy,  and  its  action. -Every 
nation  ©light  therefore  to  b,e  careful 
of  its  honour  ;  to  be  careful,  left,  by 
one  mean  fuhmifiion,  it  encouraged 
an  attack  upon  the  dignity  of  its 
character,  that  beft  fecurity  for  the 
prefervation  of  peace.  It  was  ne- 
ceffary,  Mr*  Grey  faid,  to  obtain 
the  information  for  which  he  mov¬ 
ed,  that  it  might  be  feen,  whether 
we  had  been  hurried  on  to -  the  eve 
of  a  war  by  the  rafhnefs,  the  cre¬ 
dulity  and  the  inattention  of  mi- 
nift  ers,,  or  whether  it  had  arifen 
from  unavoidable  circumftances,  and 
fuch  as  no  human  forefight  could 
have  prevented,  Mr.  Pitt  had  been 
acquainted  with  the  unjuft  and  in- 
fulting  conduct  of  Spain  for  no  lei's- 
than  three  months.  His  conduct 
had  therefore  been  unwarrantable, 
in  holding  out  to  the  public  the 
ideas  which  had  accompanied  his 
opening  of  the  budget ;  and  he 
ought  to  a  ill  pardon  of  parliament 
and  of  the  nation.  Mr.  Lamb- 
ton  feconded  the  motion,  and  de¬ 
precated  the  wantonly  precipitating 
the  nation  in  hoftilities.  The  doing 
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fo  would  be  the  readieft  mode  of 
bringing  on  a  national  bankruptcy, 
which,  though  it  had  proved  of  ef- 
fential  benefit  to  France,  could  not 
fail  of  being  ruinous  to- England. 
What  had  happened  in  that  country 
was-like  a  ftorm,  that  merely  over¬ 
turned  a  ruinous,  difguftful;  and  ilk 
eonftrufted  fabric  ;  but  here  a  fimi- 
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lar  difa-fttfr  would  prove  like  an  earth¬ 
quake,  iwaiiowing  up  at  once  an 
admirable  and  welbconftituted  edi¬ 
fice,  upon  which  the  world  had  been 
accui domed  to  look,  during  the 
coarfe  of  fucceffive  centuries,  with 
envy  and  admiration. 

It  was  argued  on  the  other  fide, 
by  Mr,  Wilberforce  and  others, 
that  the  prefent  was  not  a  fit  mo¬ 
ment  to  enter  into  an  inveftigation 
of  the  character  of  the  minifter. 
Mr.  Pitt  had  proved  himfelf  an  able 
minifter  in  a  period  of  peace  ;  and 
they  hoped  he  would  now  convince 
the  world,  that  he  was  as  well  quali¬ 
fied  for  the  condudl  of  a  war.  By 
withholding  the  papers  in  queftion, 
he  would  at  once  prove  his  courage 
and  his  prudence  ;  for  by  fuch  a 
condupl  a  mini  iter  committed  him¬ 
felf  and  his  character  to  the  un¬ 
billed  opinion  of  the  people.  Mi-. 
Wilberforce  reminded  the  houfe, 
that  the  negociation  refpedting  Hol¬ 
land  had  been  brought  to  a  happy 
termination  during  the  recefs  of  par¬ 
liament  ;  but  he  was  inclined  to  be¬ 
lieve  that,  if  parliament  had  been 
fitting,  and  papers  moved  for  and 
produced  during  the  negociation, 
it  would  have  ended  much  lefs  fa¬ 
vourably  Igt  the  interefls  of  this 
country.  Mr.  Pitt  obferved,  that 
it  would  in  His  opinion  be  highly 
improper  to  Hate  the  fpecific  danger 
that  would  arife  from  the  difclofure 
of  any  one  particular  paper  j  but  he 
Had  no  difficulty  in  declaring,  that 
there  was  great  danger  in  laying  any 
paper  on  the  table  of  that  houfe, 
pending  a  negociation,  to  which  the 
matter  of  that  paper  in  any  degree 
referred. 

Mr.  Grey  replied  with  conudera- 
ble  fpirit  .to  an  infatuation  of  Mr. 
Jvolle,  that  he  was  aftonifhed  to 
find  a  member,  who  had.  fo  large  a 
iUke  in  the  country,  the  vehicle  of 


fuch  a  motion,  and  that  he  fhouM 
rather  have  expected  it  from  Mr, 
Fox.  Heaven  forbid,  faid  Mr. 
Grey,  that  he  fhould  be  one  of 
thofe  who  thought  a  rich  man  had 
a 'greater  Hake  in  the  interefls  or 
honour  of  his  country,  than  a  poor 
one.  Thofe  who  valued  themfelv.es 
fo  much  upon  their  eftates,  feldom, 
he  believed,  had  any  thing  elfe  to 
boall  of.  For  himfelf,  he  hoped  to 
found  any  fuperiority  at  -which  he 
afpired  on  a  nobler  and  a  better 
fouudatiom — The  houfe  divided 
upon  the  queftion  ;  ayes  1 2 1.,  noes 
2^3.  A  motion  was  then  made  for 
the  date  of  the  paper  only,  and  re¬ 
jetted. 

On  the  day  fubfequent  to  the  de~ 
cifion,  Mr.  Francis  moved  for  an 
account  of  the  ambaffadors  who  had 
been  appointed  to  the  court  of  Ma¬ 
drid  lince  the  conclufion  of  the  laft 
peace,  together  with  the  amount  of 
their  falaries,  emoluments,  and  per- 
quifites.  Mr.  Francis  enumerated 
the  different  perfons  who  had  filled 
this  office.  Lord  Mountftirart  had 
been  appointed  by  Mr.  Fox’s  ad- 
miniftration  ;  and,  having  refigned 
upon  their  difmiffion  from  office, 
refuted  to  accept  any  part  of  the 
emoluments.  Lord  Chellerfield  had 
then  been  nominated  ;  and,  inftead 
of  going  to  iVfadrid,  had  r elided  two, 
years  at  Paris.  The  reafon  of  this 
was  alleged  to  be,  that  Spain  had 
not  during  that  period  appointed  a 
perfon  of  equal  rank  to  be  her  am- 
baffador  at  the  court  of  London 
Mr.  Eden  had  been  next  in  fuc- 
ceffion  ;  and,  after  having  refided 
thirteen  months  at  Madrid,  came 
home,  and  obtained  a  p.enfion  or 
two  thoufand  pounds  per  annum  ; 
relpedling  the  confirmation  of  which 
it  had  been  reported  that  fome  dif¬ 
ficulty  had  arifen  from  the  demur 
qf  the  lord  chancellor.  Mr.  Fitz- 
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Herbert  was  then  fixed  upon,  and 
had  obtained  leave  to  remain  in 
England  twelve  months  after  his 
appointment.  He  was  now  how¬ 
ever  gone  to  Paris,  as  report  faid, 
to  wait  there  the  return  of  the  mef*' 
fengerj  in  order  to  proceed  to  Ma¬ 
drid. 

Mr.  Francis  faid,  that  any  per¬ 
son,  who  was  informed,  that,  dur¬ 
ing  a  period  of  feven  years,  there 
was  only  one  in  which  we  had  a 
regular  ambaffador  at  Madrid,  would 
have  fuppofed,  that  this  circum- 
ffance  was  afcribable  to  the  econo¬ 
mical  fpirit  of  admimftration.  When 
however  he  difcovered  that  the  re- 
verfe  of  this  was  the  fact,  would  he 
not  naturally  be  led  to  confider, 
whether,  if  we  had  had  an  ambaf¬ 
fador  upon  the  fpot,  the  prefent 
mifiinderftanding  might  not  have 
been  prevented  ?  Mr.  Francis  enu¬ 
merated  thevarious  advantages  which, 
an  ambaffador  poffeffed  over  a  mere 
charge  des  affaires,  in  the  fuperior 
refpect  that  was  paid  him,  the  in¬ 
telligence  he  was  able  to  obtain,  and 
the  weight  and  influence  that  ac¬ 
companied  his  interpofition.  The 
reform  acff  of  Mr.  Burke  was  ren¬ 
dered  of  no  avail,  if  min  liters  could 
give  a  large  falary  to  their  friends 
under  the  denomination  of  an  em- 
balTy,  and  then  fend  them  to  France 
and  Italy,  to  profecute  their  travels. 
Thefpirit  of  the  aft  was  equally  evad¬ 
ed  in  the  claufe  that  provided  a  referve 
For  the  penfions  of  thofe  who  had 
filled  the  office  of  ambaffador,  flnce 
the  intention  of  the  claufe  was  to 
provide  for  thofe  who  had  fpent  a 
confiderablc  part  of  their  lives  in 
the  public  fervice,  and  not  for  am- 
baffadors  of  thirteen  months.  Mr. 
Francis  alfo  complained  of  the  de¬ 
gradation  of  now  fending  an  ambaf- 
iador  to  Paris  on  the  road  to  Ma¬ 
drid,  to  fhew  as  it  were  to  all  Eu¬ 


1 19 

rope  how  impatient  we  were  to  take 
advantage  of  the  fmalleft  door  that 

O  ..  , 

might  be  opened  to  negociation. 

Mr.  Pitt  apologized  for  fame  of 
the  circumftances  upon  which  Mr; 
Francis  had  animadverted.  He  faid, 
that,  had  it  been  forefeen  that  the 
court  of  Spain  would  have  fo  long 
delayed  fending  an  ambaffador  to 
London,  lord  Chefterfield  ought  not 
to  have  proceeded  to  Paris  ;  butf 
having  done  fo,  what  would  have 
been  the  appearance  in  the  eyes  of 
all  Europe,  if  our  ambaffador  had 
been  recalled  ?  As  to  the  delay  of 
Mr.  Fitzherbert’s  departure,  it  was 
to  be  anfwered  by  the  known  faff, 
that,  when  Mr.  Eden  left  Spain, 
every  thing  in  that  country  was  pe¬ 
culiarly  friendly  to  Great  Britain  ; 
nor  was  it  till  very  lately,  that  af¬ 
fairs  affirmed  a  different  appearance, 
and  military  preparations  were 
commenced.  The  paper  for  which 
Mr.  Francis  moved  was  granted 
him  ;  but  the  motion,  which  upoir 
a  following  day  he  founded  upon  it, 
to  intreat  the  king  to  provide  for 
the  due  performance  in  future  of 
the  duties  and  fervices  belonging  to 
the  office  of  ambaifadors  in  foreign 
courts,  was  oppofed  by  adminiffra-1 
tion  as  unneceffary.  Upon  a  div:*» 
fion  the  numbers  appeared,  ayes  59, 
noes  95. 

On  the  tenth  of  Tune  the  kin?r 

u  o 

put  an  end  to  the  feffion  by  a  fpeech 
from  the  throne.  He  faid,  that  he 
had  not  hitherto  received  the  anfwer 
of  the  court  of  Madrid.  He  enter¬ 
tained  the  ftrongeft  defire  for  the 
maintenance  of  peace  upon  juft  and 
honourable  grounds  ;  but  under  the 
prefent  circumftances  he  felt  it  in- 
difpenfably  neceffary  to  proceed 
with  expedition  and  vigour  in  the 
armament.  He  had  received  the 
mofl  unequivocal  affurances  of  the 
fupport  of  his  allies  on  this  intereft- 
H  4  ing 
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ing  occafion,  and  he  trufted  their 
mutual  good  underftanding  would 
be  productive  of  the  happieft  effeCts. 
The  king  proceeded  to  acquaint 
parliament  of  his  intention  imme- 
diately.to  diffolve  them,  at  the  fame 
time  expreffing  a  deep  and  grateful 
fenfe  of  their  loyalty  and  conilitu- 
tional  principles.  The  rapid  m- 
creafe  of  our  commerce,  the  addi¬ 
tional  protection  extended  to  the 
diftant  poiTeffions  of  the  empire,  the 
provifions  for  the  good  government 


of  India,  the  improvement  of  the 
public  revenue,  and  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  a  permanent  fyftem  for  the 
reduction  of  the  national  debt,  were 
fo  many  pi  oofs  of  their  wifdom  and 
perfeverance.  Their  exertions  had 
been  feconded  by  the  virtues  of  his 
fubjeCts ;  and  he  relied  on  their, 
fenfe  of  the  advantages  they  at  pre- 
fent  experienced,  and  on  their  uni¬ 
form  attachment  to  his  perfon  and 
government,  for  the  continuance  oi 
concord  and  profperity. 


CHAP.  VIII. 

France .  Appointment  of  Air.  Necler.  Operations  of  Finance .  Reform « 
pi  on  cf  the  Parliaments.  Exportation  of  Corn  prohibited.  PranfaPions 
in  Fauphirii.  Claims  and  Proceedings  of  the  7  tens  Fiat.  Convocation, 
of  Notables.  Meafures  of  the  Princes  and  Peers.  Cf  the  Parliament  of 
Paris.  Dec  fan  in  favour  of  the  Piers  Etat „ 


IT  was  impoiTible  for  any  minifler 
to  fucceed  to  the  helm  of  af¬ 
fairs  at  a  crifis  more  arduous,  than 
that  which  diftmguilhed  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  Mr.  Necker.  France, 
the  fir  ft,  the  moft  populous,  the 
moft  refined  and  enlightened  nation 
under  heaven,  had  been  ruled  by 
an  abfolute  monarch  for  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  feventy-four  years.  She 
had  in  reality  never  poffeffed  any 
genuine,  well-ordered  and  impar¬ 
tial  liberty  ;  but  for  the  period  we 
have  juft.  affigned  Tie  had  been 
without  even  the  appearance  of  a 
voice  in  the  direction  of  her  own 
moil  momentous  concerns.  Every 
thing  was  under  the  control  of  a 
government,  that  had  no  other 
means  for  the  fupport  of  its  au¬ 
thority,  but  corruption  and  cruelty. 
The  people  were  ftudioufty  de- 
prefTed  by  ignorance,  by  poverty 


and  extortion.  The  men  of  wealth 
and  diftinCtion  were  purchafed  ei¬ 
ther  by  the  baubles  of  courtly 
oftentation,  or  by  a  lavilh  wafte  of 
the  public  revenue.  They  were  re¬ 
warded  with  the  moft  iniquitous  and 
incredible  of  all  inllitutions,  an  ex¬ 
emption  in  fome  fort  from  the  duty 
of  contributing-  to  that  revenue, 

O  * 

which  was  endeavoured  to  be  ex- 
clufvely  wrung  from  the  grafp  of 
the  poor,  the  weak  and  the  labo¬ 
rious.  They  were  prevailed  upon 
to  countenance,  by  being  admitted 
into  a  partnerihip  of  the  ufe  of  ar¬ 
bitrary  imprifonment,  puniftiment 
without  an  accufation  and  without 
a  hearing,  and  the  Baftille.  In  vain 
would  the  reader  expeCt  from  us  in 
this  place  the  mftruClive  difplay  of 
all  the  multiplied  engines  of  Gallic 
defpotifm  ;  the  army  of  fpies,  per¬ 
petually  employed  by  government, 

and 
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and  intruding'  themfelves  into  all 
the  haunts  of  men  ;  the  mode  cf 
deciding  juridical  quell ions,  without 
pretending  to  lubmit  them  to  the 
ientiment  of  an  impartial  jury,  with¬ 
out  confronting  witneffes  with  each 
other  or  the  accufed  ;  nay,  with  the 
audacious  and  uncontrolled  practice 
of  the  judge  to  admit  the  private 
foil  citations  of  the  parties  at  ilfue. 
By  the  feudal  inllitutions  that  pre* 
vailed,  the  peafant  was  rendered, 
l;ke  the  ox,  the  mere  property  of 
his  fuperiors,  and  the  tyranny  of 
the  lord  was  only  fufpended  and 
checked  by  the  tyranny  of  the  of¬ 
ficers  of  government,  who  dragged 
him  from  his  ftarving  family  to 
work  in  fome  corvee  of  public  con¬ 
cern  or  of  abfurd  magnificence,  or 
to  fell  him  the  fait,  refpedting 
which,  he  was  neither  permitted  to 
choofe  the  time  at  which  he  would 
purchafe,  nor  the  quantity  he  would 
take. 

This  monftrous  edifice  of  mifery 
and  vice  was  at  length  deftined  to 
perifh.  The  queltion  refpedting  the 
alfembling  of  the  ftates  general  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  decided.  The  nation 
was  interefled  in  it  ;  for  the  philo- 
fpphers  and  political  writers,  the 
glory  of  France  and  the  benefactors 
of  mankind,  had  imprefied  it  with 
fome  conception  of  the  value  of  li¬ 
berty.  The  court  was  interefted  in 
it  ;  for  they  had  run  to  the  utmoil 
extent  of  difiipation  and  prodigali¬ 
ty,  and,  unlkilled  to  retrench,  they 
knew  of  no  other  means  of  recruit¬ 
ing  the  finances  than  by  taxing  thofe 
orders  of  the  {late,  which  had  hither¬ 
to  been  privileged  with  difgraceful 
exemptions.  The  ariftocracy,  who, 
upon  the  miferable  calculations  of  a 
feparate  intereft,  had  leall  reafon  to 
wifh  for  fuch  an  event,  had  been  the 
fir  ft  to  call  for  it.  The  parliaments 
kad  adopted  it,  principally  becaufe 
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they  wanted  a  topic  of  popular  de¬ 
clamation  ;  and  the  nobility  had 
joined  in  the  cry,  from  the  alarm 
they  had  conceived  again  ft  the  dar¬ 
ing  financial  project  of  Mr.  de 
Calonne. 

Thus'  far  every  thing  had  pro-, 
ceeded  with  fome  unanimity;  but 
no  fooner  was  the  project  of  affein- 
bling  the  (fates  general  afcertaiiied, 
than  a  queltion  equally  inter, citing 
occurred  refpetting  the  mode  of 
their  formation.  In  former  inftaiiCes' 
they  had  confuted  of  three  feparate 
orders,  the  clergy,  the  nobility  and 
the  people,  each  haying  an  equal, 
or  nearly  an  equal  number  of  re.pre- 
feniatives.  It  remained  to  be  con¬ 
fide  red,  whether  the  old  forms  in 
this  refpedt  fhould  be  mdiferiminate,- 
ly  adopted,  or  whether  any  modifi¬ 
cation  fhould  be  introduced  in  fa-- 
vour  of  the  people,  and  to  check  the 
ariftocracy,  whofe  power  had  long 
been  exerted  to  the  ruin  of  the  na¬ 
tion,  and  was  at  length  become  for¬ 
midable  to  the  throne  itfelfj  The 
ariftocracy,  who  had  courted  the 
meeting  of  the  ftates  general  with¬ 
out  being  at  the  trouble  very  accu¬ 
rately  to  decide  whether  they  really 
defired  it,  did  not  at  firft  ^conceive 
any  juft  ground  for  alarm.  They 
looked  to  the  examples  of  preced¬ 
ing  times,  and  rightly  conceived, 
that  in  a  legiflature  fo  confiruCted 
their  power  would  infallibly  rife  fu- 
perior  to  all  opposition.  Of  confe- 
quence  they  would  rather  be  gainers 
than  lofers  by  a  revolution,  which 
would  furnifh  them  with  the  means 
of  regularly  engroffing  an  influence 
which  they  had  hitherto  participated 
with  adminiftratio.n  ;  and  thus  of 
guiding  the  nation,  and  overawing* 
the  throne.  But  thefe  favourable 
confequences  were  not  lets'  dillindtly 
forefeen  by  their  adverfahes  than 
by  themfelves.  Tli<f  nation,  that 
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panted  to  be  free,  would  have  be* 
held  with  little  complacency  the 
tiforpation  of  its  mod  unrelenting' 
enemies.  Nor  did  the  court  regard 
tM«  event  with  lefs  averlion,  a3 
being  calculated  moil  exprefsly  to 
fruilrate  their  favourite  project  for 
the  relloration  of  the  finances. 

The  queftion  refpedling  the  com- 
portion  of  the  Hates  general,  was 
not  the  only  difficulty  Mr.  Necker 
bad  to  encounter.  A  certain  pe¬ 
riod  of  time  naufl  elapfe,  previouily 
to  their  alTembling :  and  for  this 
period  it  was  neceffary  to  provide 
with  care  and  aificluity;  whether  the 
©bjedt  were  merely  to  fmooth  the 
aeeefs  to  the  great  bufinefs  they 
were  to-  undertake  ;  or  it  were  in¬ 
tended,  by  tranquillity  to  prevent 
their  being  irritated  to  daring  inno¬ 
vation,  or  by  a  profperous  condition 
to  pr.'fevvc  to  the  crown  that  im¬ 
portance,  which  fhouid  enable  it  to 
negotiate  upon  equal  terms.  Mr. 
Necker  was  called  to  the'  helm,  to 
prefer ve  the  public  debt  from  an 
immediate  and  avowed  bankruptcy  ; 
and  it  was  incumbent  upon  him  to 
fwpprefs  Mr.  dc  Toulou-fe’s  plan  of 
government  paper,  aud  to  meet  the 
regular  demands  upon  the  treafury, 
with  an  empty  exchequer,  and  with¬ 
out  the  permiffion  to  levy  any  new 
tax,  or  to  negoclate  any  loan.  In 
addition  to  this  inconvenience  the 
harveft  of  the  year  1788  had  proved 
fo  icanty  and  unproductive,  as  to 
occafion  the  apprehenfion  of  a  fa¬ 
mine  ;  a  calamity  above  all  others  to 
be  dreaded,  in  the  midft  of  a  na¬ 
tion,  voided  by  the  leffons  of  free¬ 
dom,  they  had  received,  and  exafi 
perated  by  the  recollcftion  of  the 
tyranny  tinder  which  they  had 
groaned  for  ages. 

It  is  naturakto  enquire  what  was 
the  degree  of  ability,  which  the 
minuter  was  able  to  bring  to  the  en¬ 


counter  of  fo  many  difficulties. 
There  is  a  fort  of  ability  which 
Gonfifts  in  reputation,  which  over¬ 
awes  cenfure,  infpires  confidence, 
and,  leading  men  to  expect  the  moil 
favourable  event,  contributes  not  a 
little  to  the  accomplifhment  of  that 
expetation.  This  fort  of  ability 
Mr.  Necker  very  fully  pofTeffed.  He 
was  bred  in  mercantile  habits,  and 
all  the  myflery  of  calculation  ;  and 
it  is  not  eafy  to  perfuade  the  genera¬ 
lity  of  mankind  that  a  good  arith¬ 
metician  mull  not  of  neceffity  be  an 
excellent  financier.  He  was  what 
is  ufually  termed  difmtereiled  ;  he 
declined  receiving;  the  emoluments 
of  his  office,  and  was  more  avari¬ 
cious  of  praife  than  of  money.  Dei- 
titu:e  of  the  graces  of  a  courtier, 
he  knew  no  other  road  to  applaufe  \ 
than  through  the  orientation  of  fe- 
vere  and  indexible  virtue  ;  and  it 
was  not  readily  fufpeted,  that  the 
object  of  the  man,  whom  no  foli- 
citations  could  bend,  was  general 
adulation  and  flattery.  In  the  mean 
time,  with  all  this  exterior  flernnefs 
he  united  a  difpofition  of  extreme 
tendernefs ;  not  that  tendernefs, 
which  is  founded  in  the  calculations 
of  reafon,  and  which  would  n&t  ex¬ 
tort  fo  much  as  a  tear  without  being 
perfuaded  of  its  faiutary  confe- 
quences  ;  but  that  tendernefs,  which 
fuperfedes  reafon,  which  narrows 
the  intellect,  and  will  permit  us  to 
fee  nothing  but  the  temporary  ca¬ 
lamity  that  misjudging  kindnefs 
may  remove.  The  greatefl  of  all 
the  errors  of  Mr.  Necker  has  been 
vanity  ;  a  perfuafion  that  nothing' 
was  too  difficult  for  him  to  accom- 
plifli,  and  a  feif-complacence,  that 
never  permitted  him  to  fufpet  the 
perfet  wifdom  and  retitude  of  any 
of  his  projects.  Accordingly,  no  man 
was  ever  more  deeply  imbued  with 
prejudice  and  miftake.  Never  fuf- 

fering 

4 


F  O  RE  I  G  N 


FI  I  S  T  O  R  Y. 


fermg  himfelfto  doubt  of  anything 
he  had  once  believed,  all  the  abides 
of  policy,  all  the  errors  that  igno¬ 
rance  in  lefs  aufpicious  periods  has 
engendered,  all  the  implicit  homage 
that  rank  and  birth  demand,  have 
found  in  him  an  advocate  and  a 
friend.  If  we  credit  Mr.  Necker, 
all  the  advances  that  have  dignified 
human  underilanding  have  been  in 
vain.  Even  this  error  was  unac¬ 
companied  in  him  with  that  fpeciouf- 
nefs  and  poetical  fplendour  it  has 
fometimes  affumed.  He  was  inca¬ 
pable  of  conceiving  a  whole,  and 
has  never  failed  to  iacrifi.ce  ultimate 
and  universal  good  to  the  gratifica¬ 
tion  of  the  moment.  Such  in  an 
efpecial  manner  has  been  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  all  his  financial  operations 
and  his  loans.  Thus  qualified,  he 
contemplated  his  own  character  with 
admiration  and  ecftafy ;  he  felt  it 
to  be  the  due  oi  fuch  all-fufficient 
talents  as  his  to  fraud  aloof  from  all 
concert  and  alliance  ;  and  was  of 
confequence  in  many  cdes  more 
ignorant  of  the  intrigues  formed  to 
undermine  him,  and  of  the  true  dif- 
pofition  of  his  coadjutors,  than  the 
very  humbled;  of  their  attendants 
and  friends  *. 

Mr.  Necker’s  adminiftration  com¬ 
menced  with  an  appearance  of  de¬ 
liberation  and  prudence.  Though 
the  more  recent  meafures  of  hispre- 
deceffor  had  excited  much  obloquy, 
and  feemed  to  demand  a  fpeedy  re¬ 
medy,  he  did  not  however  indulge 
a  fpirit  of  puerile  impatience.  The 
fubjedf,  which  had  immediately  oc- 
cafioned  his  appointment  to  office, 
was  the  plan  of  the  archbifhop  of 
Touloufe  for  defraying  a  part  of 
the  government  expences  in  paper 
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money  ;  and  the  day  appointed  by 
the  arret  of  the  fixteenth  of  Augud 
for  the  commencement  of  this  ipe- 
cies  of  payment  was  the  fird  of 
September.  On  the  day  previous 
to  the  fird  of  September  it  became 
generally  known,  that  Mr.  Necker 
had  fulpended  the  fabrication  of  the 
treafury  notes,  which  had  been  in¬ 
tended  to  be  the  fubditute  of  fpecie. 
But,  though  the  archbiffiop’s  regu¬ 
lation  was  never  carried  into  adfual 
efieef,  yet  it  was  not  formally  re¬ 
voked  till  the  fourteenth,  by  a  re- 
folution  of  council,  fignifying,  that 
the  king  upon  mature  examination 
had  found,  that,  with  fome  little 
delay  in  payments  of  the  lead  urgent 
nature,  he  ffiould.be  able  to  difpenfe 
with  fo  painful  an  alternative,  and  to 
conduct  the  finances  in  tranquillity 
to  the- epoch  of  the  dates  general. 
Mr.  Necker  did  not  venture  farther- 
than  this.  He  dared  not  imitate 
Mr.  de  Calonne,  who,  having  fuc- 
ceeded  in  1783  upon  a  fimilar  dop- 
ping  of  payment  of  the  caifle  d’ef- 
compte,  had  made  it  the  fird  mea- 
fure  of  his  admmidration  to  with¬ 
draw  from  that  edablilhment  the  in¬ 
terpolation  of  government,  and  had 
found  his  proceeding  attended  witli 
the  happieif  effects. 

Another  topic  of  general  diiTatif- 
fadlion  againd  the  principal  minider, 
and  which  Mr.  Necker  feemed  called 
upon  to  remedy,  confidedin  the  mea¬ 
fures  of  the  eighth  of  May,  and  the 
confufion  and  diforder  they  had 
fpread  through  every  part  of  the 
kingdom.  But  no  proceeding  was 
immediately  determined  upon  this 
fubjedt.  The  defpotifm  of  the  arch- 
biffiop  of  Touloufe  had  particularly 
difplayed  itfelfin  the  a£t  of  fending 


'•*  This  character  will  beft  be  acquitted  from  every  fufpicion  of  fatire  by  the  perufal  of 
ffie  iphiiiler’s  owa  work,  Sur  la  Derniere  Adminiftratiaa  de  M.  Necker. 
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the  twelve  deputies  of  the  Breton  no- 
bl.effe,  charged  with  a  re  m  on  ft  ranee 
againft  the  cour  pleniere,  to  the 
Baftille  ;  and  it  was  only  a  fhort 
time  before  his  difmiffion  from  of¬ 
fice  that  fifty-four  new  deputies 
were  appointed  by  that  body,  to 
make  farther  representations,  and 
to  (elicit  their  releafe,  Thefe  mef- 
fengers  were  now  without  difficulty 
admitted  to  the  barren  honours  g f 
an  audience  ;  but  it  was  not  till  the 
twelfth  of  September  that  they  ob¬ 
tained  the  releafe  of  their  imprifoned 
brethren.  At  the  fame  time  the 
parliament  of  Pau,  which  had  been 
fummoned  in  a  body  to  Verfailles 
by  lettres  de  cachet  from  the  late 
rp inkier,  found  little  variation  in 
the  policy  of  the  prefent,  and  had 
their  refractory  reiolutions  erafed 
from  their  journals  by  the  exp  refs 
order  of  the  king. 

.  The  reiteration  of  the  parlia¬ 
ments, which  the  public  molt  earneft- 
ly  demanded  of  Mr.  Necker,  was 
attended  with  fome  difficulty  in  the 
execution  ;  and  the  director  general 
had  to  contend  in  this  buiinefs  with 
all  the  ability  and  addrefs  of  Mr. 
de  Lamoignon,  keeper  of  the  reals. 
After  fome  unexpected  delays,  a 
plan  was  formed  by  the  latter  for 
opening  the  parliament  of  Paris 
with  the  folemnities  of  a  bed  of 
juitice,  and  of  confequence  for  re¬ 
gistering  certain  declarations  by  the 
exprefs  interpofition  of  royal  pre¬ 
rogative.  The  liberation  of  the 
Breton  deputies  feems  to  have  been 
intended  by  him  as  a  popular  mea- 
fure,  calculated  to  reconcile  the 
public  at  large  to  this  ait.  Ac¬ 
cordingly  notice  was  given  to  the 
perfons  concerned,  that  a- bed  of 
juftice  would  be  held  on  Monday 
the  fifteenth  ;  and  the  parliament, 
disappointed  of  the  triumph  upon 
which  they  Had  calculated,  privately 


drew  up  their  accuftomed  protefta* 
tions,  acraihft  whatever  fhould  he 
iorcibiy  impofed  upon  them  under 
the  hitherto  formidable  faiidtion  of 
royal  authority. 

But  the  time  was  ill  chofen  for 
meafures  of  violence  and  rigour. 
The  nation  had  expected,  from  the 
difmiffion  of  the  archbifhop  of 
Touloufe  in  compliance  with  popu¬ 
lar  difpleafure,  and  the  appointment 
of  a  fucceflbr  whofe  elevation  feemed 
to  have  been  dictated  by  general 
favour,  as  well  as  from  the  imputed 
liberality  of  the  citizen  of  a  repub¬ 
lican  government,  that  the  reign  of 
prerogative  and  defpotiim  was  at> 
rived  at  its  clofe.  Indeed,  it  feems 
difficult  to  affign  a  plaiffible  reafon 
for  Mr.  Necker’s  having  differed 
the  imperious  politics  of  Mr.  de 
Tamoignon  to  have  advanced  to  fo. 
great  a  length  without  contradic¬ 
tion.  But,  whatever  were  the  caufe 
of  the  fupinenefs  by  which  he  had 
hitherto  been  occupied,  it  was  now 
thought  neeeffary  to  interfere.  On 
Saturday  the  intended  bed  of  juftice 
was  announced  ;  but  that  fame  eveiw 
ing  an  extraordinary  council  was 
held  at  Verfailles,  and  the  next 
morning  Mr.  de  Lamoignon  gave  in 
his  reiignation. 

The  appointment  of  Mr.  Necker 
had  been  attended  with  confiderable 
demonllrations  of  joy  through  every 
part  of  the  kingdom.  It  was  no. 
fooner  announced,  than  a  number 
of  bankers  of  the  city  of  Paris  were 
faid  voluntarily  to  have  tendered 
confiderable  fums  for  the  fupply  of 
the  public  treafury  ;  and,  the  ern- 
barraffment  of  the  finances  continu¬ 
ing,  the  corporation  of  notaries  lent 
their  credit  to  government  for  a 
loan  of  £.  250,000,  and  the  cham¬ 
ber  of  commerce  for  £.  166,000. 
Thefe  fupplies  do  not  feern  to  have 
been  capable  of  producing  any  ma- 
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terra!  effect;  but  they  were  enlarged 
Upon  with  pleafure  by  government, 
us  demonftratlng  the  loyal  and  ge¬ 
nerous  fpirit  of  its  fubjedls.  An 
article  of  greater  moment  was  the 
in ter eft  all  ranks  of  people  took  in 
the  acceffion  of  the  new  miniffer ; 
an  intereft,  which  clearly  evinced 
how  much  alive  the  inhabitants  of 
France  were  become  to  the  fubjebt 
of  political  government.  In  Paris 
in  particular  they  demonftrated  their 
Satisfaction  by  illuminations  and  ieux 
de  joie,  and  it  was  thought  advis¬ 
able  to  difpcrfe  the  more  tumultuous 
by  the  interference  of  the  military. 
The  fame  feenes  were  repeated,  with 
the  addition  of  fome  remarkable 
circam dances,  upon  the  difmiffion 
of  Mr.  de  Lamoignon.  An  effigy  of 
this  mag  ill  rate  was  produced,  which 
was  Sentenced  64  bv  the  court  of  the 
public,”  to  exprefs  its  contrition 
upon  its  knees,  to  have  its  right 
hand  cut  off,  and  afterwards  to  be 
dragged  into  the  Seine.  The  popu¬ 
lace  next  proceeded  to  the  Pont 
Neuf,  where  they  obliged  every  one 
that  puffed  by,  to  make  his  obeifance 
to  the  lfatue  of  king  Plenry  the 
fourth,  that  celebrated  prince,  who 
has  So  long  been  the  idol  of  the 
French  nation.  Inflamed  with  the 
exertions  they  had  already  made, 
they  began  to  meditate  farther  ex¬ 
tremities.  They  divided  into  two 
bands  with  an  intention,  the  one  to 
deftroy  the  hotel  of  a  minifter,  and 
the  other  to  burn  one  of  the  officers 
of  the  police  in  effigy  before  his  own 
door.  The  former  of  thefe  bands 
was  difperfed  by  the  military  ;  but 
the  latter  proved  more  refractory, 
and  are  faid  to  have  fallen  upon  the 
troops.  There  were  Several  perfons 
on  both  Sides  killed  and  wounded  in 
the  affray. 

Adminiflration  now  thought  pro¬ 
per  ferioufly  to  apply  itfelf  to  the 
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affair  of  the  parliaments.  Mr.  de 
Barentin,  firft  prelident  of  the 
court  of  aids,  was  promoted  to  the 
vacant  appointment  of  keeper  of 
the  feals,  and  directed  to  draw  up 
a  declaration  to  be  regiftered  br 
the  magistracy  upon  their  revival. 
By  the  provifions  of  this  declara¬ 
tion  the  epoch  of  the  flutes  general* 
which  had  been  fixed  by  the  late 
miniffer  for  May  1789,  was  changed 
to  the  month  of  January ;  the  edicts 
of  the  eighth  of  May  were  revoked; 
and  the  new  tribunals  abolifbed,  with 
an  exception  for  the  confirmation  of 
their  decifions,  unlefs  in  cafe  of  ap¬ 
peal.  In  explaining  the  principle 
of  thefe  regulations  the  king  cb- 
ferved,  that  the  motive,  'which  had 
dictated  to  him  the  edidts  now  re¬ 
voked,  was  a  defire  to  remedv  the 
expenfivenefs,  the  tedioufnefs  and 
the  uncertainty  that  had  hitherto 
reigned  in  the  adminiflration  of 
juflice.  Nothing  could  divert  him 
from  this  intention  ;  but,  as  he  had 
no  view  but  to  the  general  intereft 
of  his  people,  and  as  the  period  of 
the  meeting  of  the  States  general 
was  now  accelerated,  he  did  not 
change,  but  provide  with  the  greater 
fecurity  for  the  accoinpiifliment  of 
his  objedt,  while  he  deferred  the 
taking  any  ultimate  meafures  upon 
the  fubjedt,  till  after  the  fitting  of 
that  afftmbly;  when  general  concord 
and  the  expreffion  of  public  con¬ 
fidence  would  give  new  authority  to 
the  proceedings  of  government.  He 
added,  that  he  could  not  however 
defer  for  an  inftaritthe  eflablifhment 
of  fuch  regulations  in  the  criminal 
jurifprudence  as  humanity  demand¬ 
ed  ;  and  would  accordingly  follow 
up  the  prefent  declaration  with  a 
law  under  that  particular  depart¬ 
ment. — This  intention,  amidft  the 
numerous  avocations  of  government, 
appears  to  have  been  forgotten. 

The 
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The  parliament  of  Paris  afTem- 
bied,  and  the  royal  declaration  was 
regiftered  on  the  twenty-fourth.  The 
factitious  popularity  of  the  magif- 
tratical  corps  was  now  at  an  end;  and 
they  haitened  to  forfeit  the  claim 
they  had  acquired,  by  their  exertions 
to  obtain  the  revival  of  the  ftates 
general,  to  the  public  efteem.  They 
affixed  to  the  regitter  of  the  royal 
declaration  a  few  remarks,  bv  which 
they  declared,  that  a  mandate  from 
the  king  had  not  been  neceflary  to 
enable  them  to  refume  their  func¬ 
tions,  and  claimed  for  the  formation 
of  the  future  national  affembly  the 
model  of  the  ftates  of  1614.  By 
this  laft  interference  they  contri¬ 
buted,  as  we  have  already  faid,  every 
thing  in  their  power,  to  fruftrate  the 
anxiety  and  the  hopes  of  the  people 
of  France,  and  to  impofe  upon  them 
a  yoke,  more  ignominious  and  de- 
ifruClive,  than  even  monarchical  de- 
fpotifm.  They  proceeded  to  adopt 
eleven  articles  of  impeachment  a- 
gainil  the  difgraced  minifters :  and 
they  concluded  with  voting  an  ad^ 
drefs  to  the  king,  requefting  him, 
to  fuperfede  their  ufual  autumnal 
vacation  ;  to  fet  at  liberty  the  ma- 
giftrates  and  other  citizens,  who 
had  been  imprifoned  or  exiled  on 
account  of  the  late  troubles  ;  and  to 
reftore  to  their  appointments  fuch 
military  officers  as  had  been  dif- 
mified  the  fervice. 

To  their  addrefs  the  king  replied, 
that  he  had  already  prevented  the 
requeft  of  the  parliament  upon  the 
fubjeffi  of  the  prifoners  and  exiles, 
but  that  the  appointment  to  fitua- 
tions  of  public  truft,  and  the  care  of 
military  difcipline,  were  topics  with 
which  it  did  not  become  them  to 
interfere.  He  refufed  to  comply 
with  their  application  for  prolong¬ 
ing  their  fittings,  and  appointed  a 
chamber  of  vacations  to  commence 


on  the  firft  of  Oflober.  Finally  he 
fuppreffed  the  remarks  they  had 
annexed  to  the  regitter  of  the  royal 
declaration  ;  and  fuperfeded  their 
impeachment  of  the  archbifhop  of 
Toulotife  and  Mr.  de  La'moignon, 
deeming,  as  he  faid,  luch  a  pro¬ 
ceedin'?*  inconliftent  with  the  re* 
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fpeffi  that  was  due  to  him,  and  cal¬ 
culated  to  fubjedt  to  difeuffien 
meafures  which  had  received  the 
fandtion  of  his  authority. 

But,  if  the  adminittration  of  Mr. 
Necker  may  be  fufpedled  of  fome* 
what  too  flow  a  procedure  on  other 
fubjedts,  this  imputation  at  leafl 
cannot  lie  againft  him  in  the  import¬ 
ant  affair  of  prov  ikons,  where  he 
feems  to  have  been  among  the  firft 
to  conceive  an  alarm  on  the  fubjedf. 
He  had  been  only  a  very  few  days 
in  office,  when  he  iffued  his  orders 
to  the  farmers  general  in  various 
provinces  in  the  name  of  the  king,, 
to  put  a  flop  to  any  further  export¬ 
ation  of  corn..  This  partial  pre¬ 
caution  was  fucceeded  on  the  feventh 
of  September  by  a  regular  order  of 
council  for  that  purpofe.  In  the 
refeript  containing  this  order  it  was 
alleged,  that  an  unfavourable  feafonr 
had  produced  a  fcanty  crop  in  feveral 
parts  of  the  kingdom;  that  there 
was  however  no  dearth  to  be  feared, 
a  fupply  adhially  exifting  in  the  ma¬ 
gazines,  fufficient,  and  more  than 
fufficient  to  meet  the  demand  ;  that 
therefore  the  only  evil  to  be  guarded 
againft,  was  the -poffible  want  of  that 
fuperfluity,  without  which  the  price 
of  the  commodity  could  not  be  main¬ 
tained  in  its  juft  equilibrium*  The 
refeript  therefore  ftridfly  forbad  the 
exportation  of  corn  and  flour,  with 
an  exception  in  favour  of  fueh  fo¬ 
reign  corn  as  fliould  be  imported 
into  France,  which  it  was  permitted 
to  export  again  free  from  all  duties 
andcuftoms  impeded  by  the  revenue. 

This 
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This  order  of  council  was  follow¬ 
ed  up  from  time  to  time  by  various 
others,  the  obje&s  of  which  were, 
to  fupprefs  all  monopoly  of  corn, 
and  for  that  purpofe  to  declare  ille¬ 
gal  and  criminal  all  kinds  of  bargain 
and  fale  refpeding  this  commodity 
which  were  not  made  in  the  open 
market ;  and  to  grant  bounties  ffrli 
on  corn  imported  from  America, 
and  then  from  any  other  countries. 
All  thefe  expedients  however  were 
found  infufficient,  and  the  king  had 
at  length  recourfe  to  the  purchafeby 
Iris  agents  in  every  part  of  Europe 
of  corn  for  the  confumption  of  his 
fubjedfcs.  Private  applications  being 
exhaufted,  or  thought  to  be  ex- 
haufted,  the  different  governments 
were  folicited  to  favour  an  extrac¬ 
tion  of  grain,  and  we  have  related 
in  the  preceding  volume  of  our 
Regifter  the  mifearriage  of  a  re- 
queft  for  a  very  t riding  fupply, 
which  was  fubmitted  by  the  miniftry 
to  the  Englifh  parliament.  Mr. 
Necker  has  Fated  the  fum  of  money 
funk  by  the  French  government  in 
this  fpecies  of  traffic  to  h&ve  ulti¬ 
mately  amounted  to  three  millions 
fterling.  The  fcarcity  at  length 
became  notorious  and  extreme.  The 
city  of  Paris  feemed  to  fubfift 
upon  a  fupply  which  it  was  necel- 
fary  daily  to  renew,  while  the  pro¬ 
vinces  through  which  the  fupply 
was  to  pafs,  themfelves  familhed, 
or  apprehenfive  of  a  fcarcity  which 
was  as  it  were  at  their  doors, 
rendered  it  by  their  turbulence  every 
hour  more  uncertain,  how  long  they 
would  fuffer  the  corn  to  pafs  under 
their  walls,  of  which  they  longed 
to  fecure  the  poffeffiion. 

It  may  be  interfiling  to  enquire 
how  far  the  meafures  of  Mr.  Necker 
were  judiciouffy  chofen  to  prevent 
idle  in curii cm  of  this  mol l  horrible 
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calamity.  He  has  him  fclf  ff  mnlfhed 
us  with  a  remarkable  fact  in  his  hr  it 
refcript,  where  he  afferts,  that  the 
fupply  a  filially  existing  in  the  maga¬ 
zines  of  the  provinces  was  faffikknt 
and  more  than  fuflieient  to  meet  the 
demand.  In  what  manner  was  this 
fupply  diffiipated  £  Were  oilier  conn- 
tries  in  more  imminent  diftrefs  thau 
France,  and  fupplied  from  its  accu¬ 
mulation  ?  Do  not  men  naturally 
bring  their  commodities  to  that 
market,  where  they  expect  to  ob¬ 
tain  the  higheft  price  ?  The  IkA 
meafure  of  the  director  general  was 
to  iffue  private  orders  to  the  far¬ 
mers  general  to  flop  the  exportations 
of  corn.  And  yet  a  law  had  hem 
formally  regiftered  in  June  1787, 
authoriling  that  exportation,  the 
wifdorn  of  which,  as  he 
informs  us,  had  been  generally  ap¬ 
plauded.  Can  any  thing  inkier  & 
more  fatal  wound  upon  commerce* 
than  the  precanoufnefs  of  the  con- 
ftitution  under  which  it  is  carried 
on,  and  thefe  arbitrary  mandates 
which  confound  and  overturn  its 
moll  judicious  operations?  Another 
regulation  provides  that  corn  fhoufdbe 
fold  only  in  the  open  market.  The 
minifter  feems  alliduour,  to  impofe 
upon  trade  and  negociation  every 
fpecies  of  reftraint,  and  then  com¬ 
plains  that  it  does  not  move  with  its 
wonted  freedom,  and  difplay  the 
fymptoms  of  vigorous  health.  Ter¬ 
ror  and  alarm,  it  has  been  alleged, 
fufpend  the  fpeculations  of  the 
merchant,  and  deter  the  opulent 
trader  from  mixing  in  the  traffic* 
Who  fpread  this  alarm  ?  Iff  there 
were  actually  e tiffing  in  France  a 
fupply  fufficient  and  more  than  fuf- 
ffeient  to  meet  the  demand,  who 
will  allure  us  that  there  would 
have  been  any  alarm  at  all,  at  leaffi 
an  alarm  that  fliould  have  rifen  to 
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tumult,  and  interrupted  the  peace¬ 
able  operations  of  barter  and  tale  ? 
But  the  iftoft  fatal  part  of  the  trani- 
a  at  ion  appears  to  have  confided  in 
the  purfchaies  and  mercantile  in¬ 
terference  of  government i  There 
is  no  commerce,  that  can  furvive 
fo  mortal  a  blown  Individual  ipe- 
culatien  (brinks  away  with  terror, 
when  admin iflration  with  its  irre- 
fiftible  arm  defcends  into  the  fcene, 
and  becomes  itfelf  a  trader.  The 
increaied  price  of  the  commodity 
might  have  attracted  adventure  ; 
but  what  adventurer  could  cope 
with  a  merchant  who  can  afford  to 
Sacrifice  a  capital  of  three  millions 
in  his  commerce  ? — We  have  anti¬ 
cipated  upon  the  fequel  of  thefe 
tranfaCtions,  that  we  might  bringthe 
whole  merits  of  the  queftion  under 
one  point  of  view.  It  is  indeed  a 
momentous  consideration  to  afcer- 
tain,  whether  Mr.  Necker  by  his 
multiplied  precautions  prevented  a 
famine,  or  himfelf  brought  on  all 
thofe  calamities  it  was  their  inten¬ 
tion  to  cure  ? 

Having  provided  for  the  tempo¬ 
rary  emergencies  of  the  date,  it 
became  the  next  duty  of  govern¬ 
ment  to  remove  the  various  difficul¬ 
ties  that  attended  the  ftruCiure  of 
the  future  dates  general.  This  was 
an  affair,  delicate  in  its  nature,  and 
inedimable  in  its  importance.  There 
feemed  to  be  fome  truth  in  the  ob- 
fervation  of  Mr.  Necker,  that,  if 
government  had  been  defirous  to 
baffle  the  expectations  of  France, 
nothing-  farther  would  have  been  ne- 
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eeffarv  than  to  have  left  the  queftion 
to  its  inherent  difficult i^is.  But  this 
was  a  deeper  game,  than  the  royal 
perfonages,  in  whole  bread  the 
eledtion  reded,  were  deiirous  to  play. 
It  would  ieerh  to  be  dangerous  to 
trifle  with  the  fpirit  of  a  nation 


that  was  roufed  to  exert  itfdf,  t& 
hold  out  to  them  in  public  the 
fanCtion  of  the  royal  word,  and  m 
private  to  betray  it ;  and,  fuppofing 
the  ftratagem  for  the  prefent  fuc- 
cefsful,  fome  apprehenfion  might 
well  be  conceived  of  a  period  of  fu¬ 
ture  vengeance.  Perhaps  however 
the  royal  pair  did  not  look  fo  far  aS- 
this  ;  and  without  any  refinement 
of  calculation  they  might  recalled* 
that  loans  and  taxes  and  every 
fpecies  of  financial  operation  had 
been  tried  in  vain  to  fill  the  empty 
exchequer.  Mr.  Necker  indeed  pro- 
feffed  himfelf  able  to  fuppiy  the 
prefent  defeCt  of  the  revenue,  with¬ 
out  having  recourfe  to  any  of  thefe. 
But  the  princes  he  ferved  were  not 
inclined  to  credit  this  affertion. 
They  had  already  too  fatally  expe¬ 
rienced  the  miferable  effeCts  of  his 
plan,  for  carrying  on  war  without 
taxes  and  railing  loans  which  were 
after  a  few  years  to  be  repaid,  not 
to  expect  greater  advantage  from 
the  influence  of  his  reputation  in 
lh curing  popular  favour,  than  from 
the  exertion  of  his  abilities  in  re¬ 
ft  oring  the  revenue,  Mr.  Necker 
indeed  recommended  to  them* 
though  called  upon  by  no  neceffity, 
to  affemble  the  hates  general  as  a 
matter  of  choice.  He  was  perhaps 
fincere  in  this  advice*  But  undoubt¬ 
edly  he  expofed  the  adoption  of  it 
to  considerable  peril,  while  he  ap¬ 
peared  fo  forward  to  fliew  that  the 
purpofes  of  government  might  be 
effeCted  by  other  means. 

The  fyilem  of  the  court  had  ah 
ready  been  formed  upon  tin’s  fubjeCt 
by  the  recommendation  of  the  arch- 
biihop  of  Touloufe,  and  it.  conti¬ 
nued  to  be  purfued  under  the  admi- 
niftration  of  Mr.  Necker.  Timre 
was  nothing  that  was  apprehended 
by  them  as  fo  fatal  a  mifchicf,  as,.  , 
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the  defeat  of  the  operations  of  the 
ftatg s  general  by  the  intrigues  of  the 
ftriftocracy  ;  and  to  prevent  this  it 
was  conceived  neceflary  to  deviate 
from  the  model  exhibited  in  the 
lateft  affemblies  of  this  name,  which 
had  produced  nothing  but  diflfenfion 
and  controverfy,  and  to  give  a 
greater  degree  of  weight  to  the 
commons  or  tiers  etat.  Not  that  in 
reality  they  delired  to  increafe  the 
conftitutional  prerogatives  of  the 
democracy,  but  that  they  conceiv¬ 
ed  the  projedl  of  employing  this 
branch,  to  counteract  the  monopo- 
lifing  fpirit  of  the  two  higher  orders* 
Thefe  orders  had  indeed  exprefled 
in  the  notables  their  willingnefs  to 
participate  equally  in  the  burthen 
of  taxation  ;  but  they  had  fince  be¬ 
trayed  fymptoms,  particularly  in  the 
late  affemhly  of  the  clergy,  of  a 
defire  to  tetrad!  this  conceffion. 
Whatever  had  been  the  idea  of  the 
late  principal  minifter,  it  feems  to 
have  been  the  perfuafion  of  the 
court,  that  the  fupport  of  the  po¬ 
pular  party  might  be  employed  with 
impunity.  The  tiers  etat  was  too 
new  to  the  fubjeft  of  politics,  to 
excite  a  reafonable  apprehenfion, 
that  they  would  prefume  to  queib'on 
that  (late  of  feudal  vafialage  which 
was  fuppofed  to  hive  acquired  all 
the  facrednefs  of  property,  or  to 
advance  their  facrilegious  hands 
againft  the  prerogatives  of  the 
throne.  The  character  of  the  arch- 
bifliop  of  Touloufe  was  too  ambi¬ 
guous,  his  views  too  narrow,  and 
his  condudt  too  contradictory,  to 
allow  us  to  afiign  him- any  confider- 
able  praife*  But,  though  not  by 
merit,  yet  by  accident,  he  was  one 
of  the  molt  conliderable  benefactors 
France  had  to  boaft,  He  had  al¬ 
ready  given  the  public  an  example, 
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in  the  inftitution  of  the  provincial 
SflTemblies,  and  the  newly  ereCted 
Hates  of  Provence  and  Hainault,  of 
the  tiers  etat  having  a  number  of 
reprefentatives  equal  to  thofe  of  the 
other  two  orders  taken  together  ; 
though  indeed  the  forhier  inftitu¬ 
tion  had  originally  been  placed. upon 
a  ft  ill  more  eligible  balls  by  Mr.  de 
Calonne,  who  had  wholly  excluded 
from  it  the  ariftocratical  diftiiiction 
of  orders.  It  was  alfd  under  the 
adminiftration  of  the  archbllhopj 
the  conftant  adverfdry  of  privilege 
and  preicription,  that  the  Hates  ge¬ 
neral  had  firft  been  named,  then 
promised  by  government  in  rather 
an  equivocal  manner,  and  laftly  with 
precifion,  in  the  anet  of  the  fifth 
of  July,  the  immediate  object  of 
which  had  been  to  fecure  to  them 
a  purer  formation  than  had  been 
given  them  In  the  lateft  examples. 

At  this  moment  therefore  there 
ex  ifted  a  coalition  between  the  king 
and  the  people  againil  the  ariftocra- 
tical  orders.  We  have  feen  the  firft: 
exertion  of  the  fpirit  of  the  nation 
upon  this  important  topic,  in  the 
vote  of  the  affemhly  of  the  province 
of  Dauphind  at  Vizille  on  the 
twenty-fir  ft  of  July,  But  this  pro¬ 
vince  was  deftined  to  exhibit  Hill 
more  illuftrious  examples  of  patriot- 
ifm,  and  to  prove  as  it  were  the  ge¬ 
nial  luminary,  hum  which  beams  of 
equality  and  juft  ice  flowed  into  every 
corner  of  the  nation.  After  hav 
ing  adopted  certain  refolutions, 
they  adjourned  their  anembly  to  the 
‘firft  of  September,  when  a  royal  de¬ 
claration  authorifed  them  to  confnlt 
re fpe fling  the  xregulations  to  be 
adopted  in  the  revival  of  their  pro¬ 
vincial  Hates  *.  The  meeting  was 
held  at  Romans,  and  confifted  ns 


the  former  had  done  of  the  deputies 

*  The  declaration  is  hated  by  mittake  in  a  former  chapter  Cf  our  Regifter  (p  ~o.)  tg 
b&ve  fixed  upon  this  period  for  the  revival  of  the  Hates. 
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of  the  three  orders  in  the  provinces, 
the  clergy,  the  nobility  and  the 
commons.  They  chofe  for  their 
prelident  Mr.  de  Pompignan,  arch- 
bifhop  of  Vienne,  who,  though  con- 
fiderably  advanced  in  years,  feems, 
by  the  mildnefs  of  his  character, 
the  moderation  of  his  fentiments 
and  his  unblemhhed  reputation,  to 
have  been  peculiarly  fitted  for  this 
arduous  eminence.  Their  fittings, 
which  were  not  brought  to  a  dole 
till  the  twenty-feventh,  were  at.  firff 
attended  with  fome  degree  of  mif- 
underflanding  and  jealoufy  between 
the  different  orders;  but  their  former 
decifion  in  favour  of  the  tiers  etat 
ferved  them  as  a  polar  fear,  and  with 
fo  much  reditude  of  intention  and 
generality  of  mind  it  was  Impoffible 
they  fhoukl  finally  difagree.  Their 
two  principal  productions  were  a 
body  of  regulations  for  the  form  of 
their  provincial  Hates,  and  a  letter 
to  the  king  upon  the  convocation 
of  the  ffates  general. 

The  lirff  article  in  their  conftitu- 
tion  provided,  that  the  provincial 
Hates  fhould  confift  of  one  hundred 
and  forty-four  members,  twenty- 
four  for  the  clergy,  forty-eight  for 
the  nobleffe,  and  feventy-two  for 
the  tiers  etat.  The  mode  of  voting 
in  a  body,  and  not  by  feparate 
houfes,  was  frequent  in  this  lort  of 
affembly,  and  appears  in  the  prefen  t 
inHance  to  have  been  taken  forgrant- 
ed.  In  the  order  of  the  clergy  twenty- 
two  were  to  be  chofen  from  the  ec- 
clefiaftical  dignitaries,  and  two  only 
from  the  inferior  members.  No 
perfon  belonging  to  one  order  was 
to  be  eledled  as  the  reprefen  tative 
.-of  another.  The  revenue  officers  of 
government,  and  the  agents  and 
collectors  of  the  territorial  lords, 
were  difqualiffed  from  fitting  as 
veprefentatives.  One  half  of  the 
members  were  to  be  re-eleCted  every 


two  years,  and  no  perfon  was  to  be 
chofen  afreffi  till  after  an  interval  of 
two  years.  Finally,  every  member 
of  the  three  orders  without  diftinc- 
tion,  was  to  receive  a  falary  of  five 
{hillings  per  diem,  this  to  be  con¬ 
tinued  only  for  thirty  days,  to 
which  period  the  annual  fitting  of 
the  affembly  was  ordinarily  expedited 
to  reft  rift  itfelf. 

In  their  letter  to  tile  king  they 
took  the  liberty  to  offer  him  their 
advice  upon  the  formation  of  the 
ftates  general,  in  obedience  to  the 
invitation  he  had  held  out  to  all  his 
fubjeCts,  by  the  refolution  of  the 
fifth  of  July.  They  particularly 
recommended  that  the  eleCtions 
fhould  be  free  and  numerous,  fmee, 
if  the  deputies  were  not  f©  chofen 
as  to  polfefs  the  general  confidence, 
the  provinces  would  never  hold 
themfelves  bound  by  their  refac¬ 
tions.  They  advifed  the  equalifa- 
tion  of  the  reprefentation  of  the 
tiers  etat  to  the  fum  of  thofe  of  the 
other  two  orders.  The  tiers  etat 
conllituted  the  moft  numerous  clais 
of  the  nation  ;  they  paid  moft  to 
the  revenue ;  they  poffeffed  the 
largeft  property.  The  burthen,  of 
ajl  the  orders  was  fupported  chiefly 
by  them.  How  was  it  pofSble  to 
refufe  them  fo  fimple  and  rational 
a  demand  ?  The  clergy  and  nobility 
had  common  prerogatives  and  a 
common  intereft.  If  therefore  a  juft 
equilibrium  were  maintained,  the 
voice  of  reafon  would  be  heard  ; 
the  ftruggie  of  jarring  inierefts 
would  be  overpowered  ;  and  liberty 
and  truth,  afeending  to  their  na¬ 
tural  element,  would  overfpread  flit* 
affembly.  Laftly,  they  laid  great 
ftrefs  upon  the  deputies  fitting  in  a 
fingle  houfe ;  and  endeavoured  to 
prove,  that  the  former  convocations 
of  the  ftates  general  had  been  falu- 
tary  or  ufelefs,  accordingly  as  they 
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had  refpe&ed  or  trampled  upon  this 
regulation. 

The  province  of  Dauphine  had 
foon  after  a  farther  occafion  to  ma- 
nifeft  their  patriotifm.  Their  re¬ 
putation  was  conliderable  ;  and,  in¬ 
fluenced  by  its  luilre,  the  ftates  of 
Bearn  addreffed  a  letter  to  the  in¬ 
termediate  committee  of  Dauphine, 
requeiting  to  be  informed  by  what 
motives  the  province  had  formerly 
been  determined  to  fend  deputies 

i 

to  the  ftates  general,  and  fuggefting 
a  doubt  whether  fuch  a  proceeding 
were  not  an  infringement  upon  the 
rights  of  the  provincial  ftates  to  tax 
themfelves.  The  ftates  of  Dauphine 
were  not  yet  formed,  and  confe- 
quently  had  no  intermediate  com¬ 
mittee  ;  but  certain  individual  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  late  afferably,  con¬ 
ceiving  that  the  enquiry  of  the 
ftates  of  Bearn  would  not  admit  of 
delay,  took  upon  themfelves  to 
anfwer  it.  They  obferved,  that 
what  remained  of  the  journals  of 
their  former  ftates  was  too  imper¬ 
fect,  to  enable  them  to  furnifh  the 
information  demanded.  But  they 
a  Iked,  what  advantage  could  poll: lily 
refult  from  refufmg  to  affift  in  the 
ftates  general  ?  Could  they  flatter 
themlelves  "with  the  hope  of  acting 
more  judicioufiy,  or  obtaining  more 
fignal  advantages,  than  the  united 
nation  ?  Hitherto  France  had  had  no 
regular  conftitution,  marking  out 
the  refpeftive  rights  of  the  prince 
and  his  fubje&s.  Provinces,  orders 
and  individuals  had  flood  too  much 
aloof  from  each  other.  They  had 
Confined  their  attention  to  their 
feparate  interefts  ;  and  had  not  per¬ 
ceived,  that  authority,  finding  them, 
difunited,  might  overpower  them 
fucceifively,  and  make  ufe  of  their 
own  forces  to  impofe  upon  them 
the  yoke  of  flavery.  It  was  im- 
poilible  for  provinces  to  feparate 


their  interefts,  except  in  the  cafe  of 
federative  republics,  each  poftefting 
within  itfelf  the  fovereign  autho¬ 
rity  ;  and  in  a  monarchy,  like  that 
of  France,  the  right  of  different 
provinces  to  tax  themfelves  was  not 
to  be  regarded  as  a  privilege.  Upon 
the  prefent  occafion  it  became  them 
to  confider  themfelves  as  a  Angle 
family,  to  place  their  glory  in  being 
Frenchmen,  and  to  haften  with  one 
accord  to  the  fuccour  of  their 
country. 

Such  was  the  general  ftate  of 
affairs  in  France,  when  Mr.  Necker 
had  already  been  fix  weeks  in  office. 
The  fervice  expected  from  him  by 
the  fovereign,  and  to  which  he  can¬ 
not  be  fuppofed  to  have  been  con- 
fiderably  averfe,  was  to  turn  the 
balance  againit  the  ariftocratical 
party.  On  one  fide  he  had  the 
illuftrious  and  fafcinaling  example 
of  the  province  of  Dauphine  ;  and 
on  the  other  the  parliament  of 
Paris,  who  had  not  fcrupled  to  de¬ 
clare  themfelves  in  the  moft  unqua¬ 
lified  manner,  in  favour  of  the  model 
of  the  ftates  of  1614.  To  decide 
this  momentous  queftion  by  the 
mere  authority  of  the  king  in  coun¬ 
cil,  appeared  a  proceeding  that  bor¬ 
dered  upon  the  prefumptuous.  Some 
avowal  of  the  general  fenfe  of  the 
nation  appeared  to  be  neceffary ; 
and  to  obtain  this  avowal  Mr. 
Necker  thought  proper  to  call  to¬ 
gether  an  affembly  of  the  notables. 

It  would  appear  at  firft  fight  an 
extraordinary  proceeding,  to  affem- 
ble  a  fet  of  men,  almoft  every  indi¬ 
vidual  of  whom  enjoyed  the  privi¬ 
lege  of  nobleffe,  in  order  to  obtain 
a  decilion  againft  the  arifiocratical 
orders.  To  judge  from  Mr.  NeckePs 
narrative  of  his  adminiftration,  we 
fhould  conclude  that  be  faw  no  far¬ 
ther  than  this,  and  of  confequence 
that  he  ought  to  have  decided 
I  2  againft 
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&gainff  their  convocation.  But  it 
may  in  reality  be  doubted  whether 
there  could  have  been  found  a 
better  expedient.  A  man,  who  will 
undertake  to  manage  the  concerns' 
of  men,  mull  perhaps  fometimes  be 
contented  to  employ  fuch  materials 
as  offer  themfelves,  rather  than  fuch 
ns  he  would  have  defined.  The  no¬ 
tables,  being  affembled,  had  it  in 
their  choice,  either  to  make  a  ge¬ 
nerous  facriiice  of  lucrative  abufes 
to  the  public  good,  or  by  their  re- 
fufal  to  roufe  the  public  to  take 
care  of  itfelf.  The  calling  together 
one  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  moff 
eminent  perfonages  in  France  to 
deliberate  upon  the  future  confiruc- 
tion  of  the  hates  general,  was  a 
means,  not  of  fixing  the  attention 
of  thefe  individuals  only,  but  that 
©f  the  whole  kingdom,  upon  this  mo¬ 
mentous  fubjeft .  In  the  mean  time 
adminiffration  f efficiently  fliewed  its 
own  fenfe  of  the;  queftion  by  an 
order  of  council  of  the  twenty-fe- 
cond  of  October,  organiiing  the 
provincial  Hates  of  Dauphine,  and 
for  that  purpofe  adopting  the  regu¬ 
lations  already  voted  by  the  affem- 
bly  of  Romans,  with  no  other  mo¬ 
dification  than  a  few  exceptions 
under  the  article  that  difqualified 
certain  officers  of  government  from 
rep refen ting  the  province. 

The  proclamation  convoking  the 
notables  was  dated  on  the  fifth  of 
Odiober,  and  the  affembly  met  on 
the  fixth  of  the  following  month. 
The  motives  affigned  by  the  pro¬ 
clamation  were,  that  the  king  could 
have  delired  to  have  adopted  the 
model  of  the  laff  affembly  of  Hates 
general,  but  that  in  various  articles 
it  could  with  difficulty  be  reconciled 
to  the  prefent  lituation  of  affairs, 
and  that  in  others  it  had  excited  a 
diffatisfabtion,  the  grounds  of  which 
deferred  to  be  inveffigated  j  that 


H  AND 

the  elections  of  the  tiers  etat  had’ 
been  confined  to  the  towns  called 
bonnes  v life 8,  to  the  excluiion  of 
many  others  which  had  fince  grown 
confiderable ;  that  the  inhabitants 
of  the  open  country  had  in  rn.oH 
cafes  fen t  no  deputies;  that  the 
representatives  of  the  towns  were 
generally  chofen  by  the  corpora¬ 
tions,  whofe  officers  at  prefent  came 
in  by  purchase  ;  that  ahnoH  ail  the 
reprefentatives  of  the  tiers  etat  had 
been  nobles  ;  that  the  elections  had 
been  made  by  bailliages,  every  one 
of  which  had  fent  nearly  the  fame 
number  of  deputies,  though  they 
had  then  been  unequal  in  popula¬ 
tion  and  extent,  and  were  now  much 
more  fo  ;  that  the  Hates  general 
had  divided  themfelves  into  twelve 
febtions,  called  governments,  by  a 
majority  of  which  every  queftion 
was  decided  ;  but  thefe  governments 
were  unequal,  as  well  as  the  bail¬ 
liages,  a  majority  of  which  confii- 
tuted  the  vote  of  the  government ; 
laffly,  that  a  great  portion  of  the 
time  of  the  laH  Hates  general  had 
been  confiumed  in  frivolous  conteHs 
refpebting  their  formation.  Moved 
by  thefe  confiderations,  the  king 
had  thought  that  the  difeuffion  of 
them  ought  not  to  be  confined  to 
his  privy  council ;  and  he  had  called 
together  the  fame  notables  that  had 
met  in  1787,  and  whofe  nomination 
had  been  made  for  other  purpofes, 
that  he  might  give  the  moH  firiking 
exhibition  of  his  impartiality. 

The  time  was  nearly  arrived  for 
the  meeting  of  this  affembly,  before 
the  great  body  of  the  people  of 
France  betrayed  any  ffriking  fymp- 
toms  of  that  vigour,  which  could 
alone  fecure  to  them  the  exercife 
of  their  indefeafible  rights.  They 
had  long  groaned  under  the  com¬ 
plicated  burthens  of  the  gabelle,  the 
corvee,  and  the  taille,  and  they  had 

recently 
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recently  conceived  Tome  hopes  of 
feeing  thefe  burthens  mitigated. 
But  they  depended  for  this  indul¬ 
gence  upon  the  bounty  of  the  fove- 
reigu,  or  the  generoflty  of  their  fu- 
periprs.  They  were  too  little  ac- 
cuffomed  to  the  very  found  of  li- 
Berty,  tac-bnceive  of  the  practicability 
of  feeuring  their  rights  by  their 
own  energies.  The  feudal  fupe- 
riority  was  not  lefs  opprefiive  ;  and 
this  appeared  to  them  a  condition 
to  which  they  were  born,  coeval 
with  the  unequal  diffribution  of 
property,  and,  like  that,  a  vice,  which 
they  believed  could  never  be  era¬ 
dicated.  At  length  the  encourage¬ 
ment  of  admin  iff  ration,  the  example 
ctf  the  province  of  Dauphine,  and 
above  all  the  indefatigable  induliry 
of  men  of  literature  and  public 
fpirit  in  diffufing  fentimentsof  equa¬ 
lity,  routed  them  from  their  Hum¬ 
ber.  The  month  of  November  was 
memorably  difdnguifhed  in  almoll 
•every  part  of  the  kingdom  by  po¬ 
pular  meetings  for  the  purpofe  of 
fupporting  the  caufe  of  the  tiers 
dtat,  and  addreffes  were  prefented 
from  the  various  towns  and  diffridts 
of  Normandy,  Guienne,  Orleannois 
and  Lorraine,  demanding  the  effa- 
bliihment  of  particular  Hates  to  re¬ 
gulate  the  affairs  of  thefe  provinces, 
and  a  double  representation  in  the 
national  affembly.  In  Guienne  the 
remonffrances  were  enforced  by  a 
conflderable  party  from  the  other 
two  orders.  In  Languedoc  the  in¬ 
stitution  of  provincial  Hates  already 
cxiHed,  a,nd  the.  reprefentation  of 
the  commons  was  equal  to  the  fum 
of  the  other  two  ;  but  the  repre- 
fe.ntatives  had  by  long  effablilhed 
practice  derived  their  fltuation  from 
the  appointment  of  the  crown, t  and 
not  from  the  election  of  the  people 
Of.  confluence  the  inhabitants  at 
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either  engvofs  or  obtain  an  eminent 
Hiare  in  the  farther  prerogative  of 
deputing  to  the  Hates  general, 
Bretagne  as  well  as  Languedoc 
enjoyed  the  privilege  of  being  re¬ 
gulated  by  its  provincial  Hates  ;  but 
in  this  affembly  the  chief  power 
was  poffeffed  by  the  nobility,  and. 
the  commons  had  very  little  influ¬ 
ence,  Bretagne  therefore,  diffiri- 
guilhed  by  her  numerous  and  haugh¬ 
ty  nobility,  and  by  the  tumultuous 
fpirit  of  her  inhabitants,  was  a  prim-  < 
cipal  centre  of  rivalflnp  and  dif- 
content.  The  various  diffricts  affo- 
ciated  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining 
a  melioration  of  their  conHitution  ; 
and  upon  the  fluff  appearance  of 
this  fpirit,  it  was  farther  exafperated 
by  the  intemperate  proceedings  of 
the  ariffocracy.  They  early  pub- 
lifhed  a  refolution  by  which  they 
pretended  to  effablilh  the  following 
as  inconteffible  maxims:  that  it  was 
of  the  effence  of  the.  Hates  general 
to  be  compofed  of  three  -diffinti 
orders,  voting  feparately,  and  each 
poffeffmg  the  fame  influence  as  ei¬ 
ther  of  the  others;  that  the  inter- 
ells  of  each  order  were  conffitu- 
tionally  fecured  by  its  negative  on 
the  determinations  of  the  other 
two,;  that  the,  nation  itfelf,  con¬ 
fiding  of  the  three  orders,  ought 
never  to  deft roy  this  paiffty  of  in¬ 
fluence,  every  innovation  upon  which 
opened  a  door  to  tyranny,  and  could 
rend  only  to  perpetuate  anarchy 
and  confuflon  ;  that  the  difference 
of  population  in  the  feveral  bailli- 
ages  was  a  trifling  inconvenience, 
which  the  example  of  a  neighbour* 
ing  nation  (hewed  to  be  fcarcely 
worthy  the  attention  of  a  free  peo¬ 
ple  ;  that  the  forms  adopted  in 
i6?4  could  be  changed  only  by  the 
authority  of  the  Hates  general,  an 
authority  which  the  notables  could 
not  ufurp  without  expoling  them- 
1  3  f elves 
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felves  to  general  condemnation,  and 
even  bringing  into  queftion  the  le¬ 
gality  of  the  future  national  affem- 
bly ;  laftly,  that  that  minifter,  who 
fhould  leek  to  fow  difienfion  among 
the  different  oixlers  of  the  flate, 
could  be  regarded  in  no  other  light 
than  as  an  enemy  of  the  country. — 
Acting  upon  thefe  intolerant  prin¬ 
ciples,  the  noble  tie  applied  to  the 
military  commander  in  Bretagne  to 
put  an  end  to  the  affociations  of  the 
tiers  etat ;  and  fome  time  after, 
the  parliament  of  Rennes  having 
publifhed  a  refolution,  prohibiting 
the  municipal  affemblies,  alio  called 
upon  the  military  to  put  their  refo¬ 
lution  in  execution.  Government 
did  not  think  proper  to  comply  with 
thefe  requifitions. 

While  the  principles  of  liberty  vic- 
torioufly  diffufed  thcmfelves  through 
every  part  of  the  kingdom,  and  the 
caufe  of  equality  was  unanimoufly 
fupported  by  the  whole  commons 
©f  France,  the  people  of  Dauphine, 
the  fathers  of  Gallic  freedom,  were 
not  idle.  In  the  mi  dll  of  various 
pretenfions  advanced  by  different 
bodies  in  the  nation,  the  chambers 
of  commerce  in  feveral  cities,  and 
particularly  in  Paris,  impreffed  with 
that  monopolifmg  fpirit  which  has 
hitherto  been  almolt  uniformly  the 
offspring  of  mercantile  habits,  de¬ 
manded  the  liberty  of  fending  par¬ 
ticular  reprefentatives  for  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  their  trade.  Like  the 
'  reft  of  their  countrymen,  their  ad¬ 
miration  was  excited  by  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  Dauphinois,  and 
they  bethought  themfelves  of  con- 
fulting  the  traders  of  Grenoble  upon 
the  juftice  of  their  claims.  The 
anfwer  they  received  was  unfavour¬ 
able  to  their  views.  “  There  is 
nothing,”  replied  their  correfpond- 
ents,  “  that  can  excufe  innovation, 
but  the  intereft  of  the  whole.  The 


innovation  you  demand,  the  con* 
ceding  to  commerce  particular  re¬ 
prefentatives,  would  be  an  injury 
to  the  whole.  Other  profeflions 
would  not  fail  to  folicit  the  fame 
indulgence.  The  cultivators  and 
the  artifans,  if  it  were  to  be  the 
prize  of  utility,  would  have  an  in¬ 
controvertible  claim.  The  hates 
general  would  be  an  aflembly  from 
the  different  corporations  of  the 
kingdom  ;  rivalfhip  and  contention 
would  reign  triumphant.  The  good 
of  the  whole  would  be  forgotten  ; 
all  would  be  intrigue,  anarchy  and 
miftruft  ;  and  France  would  be  irre¬ 
trievably  ruined.” 

The  Hates  of  Dauphine  were  af- 
fembled  in  due  form  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  December,  and  on  the  ninth 
of  that  month  they  concluded  their 
deliberations  upon  the  representa¬ 
tion  in  the  hates  general.  They 
adopted  all  the  principles  that  had 
before  been  voted  in  the  aflembly 
of  Romans.  They  earneftly  re¬ 
commended  the  union  of  provinces 
and  orders,  and  the  deliberating 
upon  all  public  affairs  in  a  Angle 
houfe.  If  the  orders  were  fepa- 
rated,  each  would  endeavour  to 
maintain  thofe  abufes  that  were 
thought  favourable  to  it,  and  the 
emergencies  of  the  hate  would  be 
negledted;  that  patriotic  enthuhafm, 
which  dictated  the  moh  generous 
facri flees,  could  not  exih  but  among 
citizens  occupied  with  the  general 
good,  and  not  with  their  particular 
interehs.  The  notables  would  dif- 
appoint  all  the  faireh  hopes  of  the 
nation,  if  they  propofed  the  repa¬ 
ration  of  orders ;  and  in  that  cafe 
they  truhed  the  king  would  not  he- 
fltate  to  prefer  the  fentiment  of  the 
nation  to  the  advice  of  that  aflem- 
bly.  They  added,  that  all  men  had 
a  right  to  an  equal  participation  of 
felicity ;  that  it  was  net  the  pro¬ 
vinces 
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vinces  tli at  ought  to  be  reprefented, 
but  their  inhabitants  ;  that,  what¬ 
ever  might  be  their  comparative 
riches  or  extent,  the  firff  thing  it 
became  men  to  conhder  was  men  ; 
that,  of  confequence,  population  was 
the  only  meaiure  by  which  repre¬ 
sentation  ought  to  be  apportioned  ; 
that,  if  one  deputy  were  allotted  to 
every  twenty  thoufand  perfons, 
Hauphine  ought  to  fend  thirty- 
three,  or  rather  thirty ;  and  this 
was  the  quantity  of  reprefentation 
they  demanded.  In  adopting  this 
meafure  they  obferved  that  they 
negledted  their  particular  interests, 
Since,  when  the  hates  general  had 
voted  by  governments,  Dauphine 
had  counted  for  a  twelfth  of  the 
whole  ;  but  they  hoped  to  be  more 
truly  happy,  when  the  felicity 
Should  be  general.  They  hoped 
too,  that  the  other  provinces  would 
recognife  the  purity  of  their  mo¬ 
tives,  and  that  there  would  be  no 
rivalfhip  but  in  ltriving  who  fhould 
contribute  moll  to  reffore  to  the 
nation  and  the  throne  that  rank., 
glory  and  power  they  were  intitled 
to  enjoy. 

It  was  in  the  midfl  of  this  effer- 
vefcence  of  the  commons  of  France, 
that  the  notables  held  their  fittings-; 
and  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  that 
the  adtion  of  each  mutually  pro¬ 
duced  fome  effect  upon  the  other. 
The  affembly  was  opened  as  ufual 
by  a  fpeech  from  the  king,  the 
keeper  of  the  feals,  and  the  director 
general  of  the  finances.  It  was 
obferved  by  Mr.  Necker,  that  the 
king,  was  not  ignorant  of  the  refpedt 
that  ought  to  be  entertained  for 
the  ancient  ufages  of  a  monarchy  ; 
it  was  under  their  protection  that 
every  conflitutional  right  acquired 
a  new  degree  of  force  ;  they  fe- 
cured  the  public  tranquillity  by  op- 


pofing  a  barrier  to  the  mconffderat-e 
lull  of  innovation.  But  the  king 
was  equally  penetrated  with  thofe 
firff  principles  of  jultice,  that  had' 
neither  epocha  nor  commencement, 
nor  could  have  a  conclufton  ;  prin¬ 
ciples,  that  obliged  him  to  acquire, 
through  the  medium  of  a  juft  re¬ 
prefentation,  a  knowledge  of  the 
fentiments  of  his  fubjedts.  Things 
had  greatly  changed  ffnce  the  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  tail  ftates  general ;  and, 
while  the  king  would  always  par¬ 
ticularly  diffinguifh  the  two  firff 
orders  of  the  nation,  he  could  not 
refute  his  elleem  to  commerce  and 
the  arts,  or  deny  an  eminent  fhare 
in  his  regard  to  the  peaceable  la¬ 
bours  of  agriculture.  There  were 
four  confederations  that  it  was 
deemed  particularly  proper  to  re¬ 
commend  to  the  attention  of  the 
notables ;  the  cornpofition  of  the 
ftates  general,  the  forms  of  convok¬ 
ing  them,  die  regulations  that  were 
to  be  prefcribed  in  the.  condudt  of 
the  eledtions,  and  the  inftrudtions 
which  the  deputies  were  to  receive 
from  their  eledtors.  The  firff  and 
third  of  thefe  articles  feem  to  be 
principally  intereflrng.  Under  the 
firft  Mr.  Necker  recommended  to 
the  notables  to  coulider  the  total 
number  of  deputies,  and  the  pro- 
portion  to  be  affigned  to  each  order. 
Under  the  third,  what  was  to  be 
admitted  as  the  legal  qualification 
of  the  elector  and  the  eledted  ; 
whether  the  tiers  etat  fhould  be 
authorifed  to  feledt  a  reprefentative 
from  the  fuperior  orders  ;  whether 
the  orders  in  each  diltridl  fhould 
proceed  to  the  choice  of  their  re- 
prefentatives  feparately  or  united  : 
whether  the  eledtions  fhould  be  con- 
dudted  by  poll  or  by  ballot ;  and 
what  principle  fhould  be  employed 
in  determining  the  number  of  re- 
I  4  pre- 
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pv'efentatives  each  didrift  fhould  bo 
permitted  to  choofe.  Thefe  quef- 
tfons  were  afterwards  modified  by 
the  notables.  They  did  not  di- 
reftly  admit  into  their  lift  that  of 
the  total  number  of  deputies ;  and 
they  inferted  the  great  and  inter- 
elling  problem,  whether  the  future 
liftings  of  the  national  affembly 
fhould  be  in  one  body  or  in  feparate 
hdufes. 

It  was  cuftomary,  upon  oceafions 
fimilar  to  this  of  the  opening  the 
notables,  for  the  heads  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  corps,  the  clergy,  the  no- 
bleffe  and  the  parliaments,  to  addrefs 
the  fovereign  in  complimentary  ha¬ 
rangues.  Accordingly  Mr.  d’Or- 
meffon,  who,  upon  the  relignation 
of  Mr.  d’Aligre,  had  fucceeded  in 
due  courfe  of  feniority  to  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  fir  ft  preiident  of  the  par¬ 
liament  of  Paris,  embraced  this  oc- 
cafion  of  reminding  the  king,  that 
that  body  had  been  among  the  firft 
to  urge  the  convocation  of  the 
Hates  general,  a  meafure  fo  falu- 
tary,  as  to  have  been  no  fooner 
darted,  than  it  was  reinforced  by 
the  unanimous  fentiment  of  the  na¬ 
tion  ;  and  he  could  not  avoid  at  this 
time  repeating,  that  the  parliament 
had  already  folemnly  pronounced 
the  model  of  1614,  to  be  the  only 
one  that  could  confidently  be  adopt¬ 
ed,  or  that  promifed  a  falutary  iffue. 

The  king  diftributed  the  nota¬ 
bles,  as  had  been  done  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  1787,  into  feftions, 
with  this  difference  only,  that  in  the 
former  inffances  they  had  been 
feven,  and  in  the  prefent  they  were 
fix.  Of  confequence  each  of  them 
confiffed  of  twenty-five  perfons,  and 
their  prefidents  were  feverally  mon- 
fieur,  next  brother  to  the  king,  (he 
count  d’ Artois,  the  younger  bro¬ 
ther,  the  duke  d’Grieans,  the  prince 
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of  Conde,  the  duke  of  Bourbon, 
his  eldeft  fon,  and  the  prince  of- 
Conti,  Though  the  exertions  of 
the  duke  d’Orleans  and  of  the  mar¬ 
quis  de  la  Fayette,  who  confpi- 
cuoufty  ftood  forward  as  the  cham¬ 
pions  of  liberty,  produced  no  link¬ 
ing  effefts  upon  the  prefent  occa- 
fion,  it  feems  proper  to  record  that 
the  former  of  thefe,  finding  the  fen? 
timents  of  his  own  feftion  little  con¬ 
formable  to  thofe  which  he  enter¬ 
tained,  thought  proper  to  abfent 
himfelf  from  the  notables,  except 
upon  certain  interefting  queftions  ; 
and  that  the  latter  was  a  member 
of  the  feftion  of  the  count  d’ Ar¬ 
tois. 

It  was  early  vifible  that  the  no¬ 
tables  were  divided  in  their  opi¬ 
nions,  there  being  a  fmall  but  re- 
fpeftable  minority,  who  embraced, 
the  caufe  of  the  people.  The  reft 
were  highly  ariilocratical  in  their 
fentiments,  and,  beginning  to  be 
juftly  alarmed  for  the  d-ownfal  of 
their  ufurpation,  exerted  themfelves 
to  the  bell  of  their  power  to  refift 
the  ruin  by  which  they  were  about 
to  be  overtaken.  The  feftions  of 
the  count  d’Artois  and  the  duke  of 
Bourbon  earneffly  recommended  the 
model  of  1614,  and  fuggefted  a 
doubt,  whether  there  was  any  power 
fhort  of  that  of  the  ftates  general 
deliberating  by  orders,  that  could 
fuperinduce  upon  it  any  material 
alteration.  The  feftions  of  the 
duke  d’Orleans  and  the  princes 
Conde  and  Conti  pleaded  the  fame 
caule,  though  in  a  manner  lefs  per¬ 
emptory.  The  feftion  of  mon- 
fieur,  in  which  a  majority  of  the 
members  had  embraced  the  fide  of 
liberty,  were  fully  perfuaded  of  the 
propriety  of  the  king’s  introducing 
whatever  variation  the  welfare  of 
the  whole  might  appear  to  require  * 
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The  notables  were  nearly  unani¬ 
mous  in  the 0  principles  that  ought 
to  regulate  the  forms  of  election. 
The  great  -body  of  electors  were  to 
be  diftributed  into  eommunautes, 
whofe  function  it  was  to  feledt  a  cer¬ 
tain  number  of  citizens  to  reprefent 
them  in  the  fecondary  bailhage,  the 
fecoridary  bailliages  to  depute  to  the 
primary  ones,  and  thefe  lad  to  fix 
upon  the  national  representatives  in 
the  general- afiembly.  This  chain  of 
deputation- was  applicable  only  to  the 
tiers  etat  ;  the  fuperior  orders  were 
author ifed  immediately  to  elect  their 
representatives  to  the  national  fenate. 
In  thofe  provinces  that  were  in  the 
habit  of  being  regulated  by  their 
provincial  dates,  the  dates  were  to 
eledt  the  repi'efentatives,  at  lead  in 
fueh  of  them  as  could  prove  that 
they  were  already  in  podedion  of 
that  privilege. 

in  the  fedtion  of  monfieur,  the 
quedion  of  the  proportional  repre- 
fentation  of  the  three  orders  was  de¬ 
cided  in  favour  of  doubling  the  tiers 
etat,  by  a  majority  of  thirteen  to 
twelve.  In  the  fedtionsof  d’Artois, 
d’Qrleans,  and  Conti,  the  fame  prin¬ 
ciple  was  maintained  by  a  minority 
of  eight,  eight  and  fixrefpedtively.  In 
the  other  two  it  was  carried  unani- 
moiifly  in  favour  of  the  aridoeracy. 
The  quedion  of  the  deliberation  in 
one  or  more  houfes  was  alfo  vari- 
oufly  decided.  Three  of  the  fedtions  / 
feemed  to  confider  the  deliberation 
by  orders  as  an  efiential  part  of  the 
conditution  ;  thofe  of  d’Orleans  and 
Bourbon  required,  that  at  lead  the 
fird  deliberatioh  fhould  be  in  the  ari- 
docratical  form,  the  dates  general 
afterwards  to  adopt  whatever  form 
they  thought  proper  ;  and  the  fec- 
tion  of  monfieur  declared  the  quef- 
tion  to  be  altogether  out  of  their 
province  to  determine.  Upon  the 
quedion  \vhether  the  three  orders 
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fhould  deliberate  feparately  or  unit*  * 
ed  in  the  eledfion  of  deputies,  the 
fedtion  of  monfieur  pronounced  en¬ 
tire  liberty,  and  the  other  five  pre- 
feribed  a  feparate  confultation,  un- 
lefs  in  any  particular  diftridt  it  diould 
appear  that  precedent  decided  in 
favour  of  the  contrary. 

From  the  compodtion  of  the 
dates  general  they  proceeded  to  ex¬ 
amine  the  rules  of  eledtion.  Under 
the  head  of  qualifications  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  lections  of  monfieur,, 
d? Artois,  and  Bourbon  was  con- 
llderably  liberal.  The  general  fpirit 
of  that  judgment  was  the  profenp- 
tion  of  all  qualification becaufe 
there  were,  as  they  (aid,  but  three, 
orders  in  the  date,  and  it  would  be 
abfolutely  fubverfive  of  that  prin¬ 
ciple  to  introduce  fubdivifions  ;  be¬ 
caufe  every  .Frenchman  ought  to 
have  fome  (hare  in  the  deputing  re- 
prefentatives  to  the  national  affem- 
bly  ;  and  becaufe  the  only  meafure 
of  eligibility  in  the  perfons  chofen 
ought  to  be  the  confidence  of  their 
condituents.  The  fedtion  of  d’Ar¬ 
tois,  alone  of  the  three,  introduced 
as  a  modification,  that  the  electors 
of  the  tiers  etat  mud  be  in  ac¬ 
tual  poffdfion  of  landed  property. 
The  remaining  fedtions  endeavoured 
to  edablifh  certain  qualifications, 
though  all  of  them  rejedted  the  idea 
of  introducing  either  exclufion  or 
proportion  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
undignified  clergy. 

The  article,  in  the  decifion  of 
which  the  partifans  of  the  commons 
had  deeply  interested  themfelves, 
whether  the  tiers  etat  fhould  be  au- 
thorifed  to  elecd  deputies  from  either 
of  the  fuperior  orders,  was  by  the 
fedtions  of  monfieur,  Conde  and 
Bourbon  determined,  as  thefe  par¬ 
tifans  defired,  in  the  negative  ;  and 
the  fedtion  of  monfieur  affigned  this 
flattering  reafon,  that  it  was  unjuft 

to 
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to  fuppofe  that  the  tiers  etat  could 
Dot  in  their  own  order  difcover  can¬ 
didates,  that  were  poffeffed  of  every 
fuitahle  requifite.  The  deci lions  of 
the  fedfions  d’ Artois  and  d’Qrleans 
were  diredlly  the  reverfe  of  each 
other,  the  former  limiting  the  tiers 
etat  in  the  election  of  deputies  to 
the  bailliages,  but  pronouncing  en¬ 
tire  freedom  in  that  to  the  hates 
general ;  and  the  latter  admitting 
nobles  to  reprefent  the  tiers  etat  in 
the  bailliages,  but  requiring  that  the 
reprefentative  of  commons  fhould 
be  himfelf  a  commoner  in  the  lad 
refult.  The  fedfion  of  Conti  alone 
delivered  a  judgment  conionant  to 
the  enlarged  principles  of  liberty. 
Ought  not  indeed  the  partifans  of 
the  tiers  etat  to  have  recollefled, 
that,  if  the  people,  when  left  to 
themfelves,  were  blind  enough  to 
elect  their  enemies  to  watch  over 
their  fafety,  they  would  be  able 
neither  to  underhand  nor  maintain 
liberty,  even  if  they  were  put  in 
poffeffion  of  it  ? 

The  more  interefling  quellion, 
whether  the  fuperior  bailliages,  lome 
of  which  contained  twelve  thoufand, 
and  others  fix  hundred  thoufand  in¬ 
habitants,  fliould  elefl  the  fame 
number  of  deputies,  was  determined 
in  the  negative  by  the  fedtion  of  mon- 
fieur,  and  in  the  affirmative  by  the 
other  live.  The  enquiry  refpedling 
the  mode  of  election  by  poll  or  by 
ballot,  was  by  four  of  the  fedtions 
decided  in  favour  of  an  open  poll ; 
by  the  fedtions  d’Artois  and  d’Qr- 
leans  a  poll  was  prescribed  in  the 
primary  affemblies  ;  but  it  was  af¬ 
firmed  to  be  of  great  moment  that 
the  ultimate  election  of  deputies  to 
the  ftates  general  fliould  be  con¬ 
duced  by  the  mode  of  ballot.  Final¬ 
ly,  the  five  junior  fe&ions  anxioufly 
expreifed.  their  readinefs  to  fubmit 
to  an  equal  participation  of  the  bur¬ 


then  of  contributing  to  the  public 
revenue ;  the  fedtion  of  monfieur, 
which  in  all  the  moil  interefting 
queilions  had  declared  in  favour  of 
the  popular  caufe,  difdained  to  hate 
recourfe  to  an  oftentation  of  gene- 
rofity,  that,  after  the  proceedings 
they  adopted,  would  have  been  al¬ 
together  fuperfluous. 

The  proceedings  of  the  notables 
were  ariilocratical,  but  moderate ; 
and  did  not  therefore  fatisfy  the  de¬ 
fires  of  thofe  who  began  to  be  fe- 
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rioufly  alarmed  for  the  impending 
revolution.  The  daring  and  nervous 
language  of  fuch,  as  from  the  prefs 
or  in  the  municipal  affemblies 
pleaded  the  caufe  of  the  democracy, 
infpired  them  with  horror.  Eagle- 
eyed  fufpicion  and  felfffhnefs  could 
not  but  apprehend  fome  myfterious 
con fpi racy  in  the  fo  anxioufly  de¬ 
manded  doubling  of  the  tiers  etat, 
a  meafure,  which,  if  the  ftates 
general  conftantly  voted  in  feparate 
orders,  would  be  abfolutely  fruitlefs. 
But,  if  the  fpeflacle  of  a  great  na¬ 
tion  refolutely  determined  to  recover 
their  long  loll  rights,  would  alone 
have  impreffed  no  common  terror, 
what  was  their  alarm,  when  they 
found  the  executive  government 
ready,  in  fome  degree  at  leaft,  to 
affift  the  enterprife  !  They  feemed 
to  forefee  at  no  great  diftance  the 
annihilation  of  thofe  oppreffive  dif- 
tindlions,  that  tyranny  has  forged, 
and  ignorance  only  could  have  en¬ 
dured.  They  believed,  that  in  this 
fituation  it  became  them  to  roufe  the 
monarch  from  his  ill-omened  Hum¬ 
ber,  to  perfuade  him  to  enlift  in  the 
common  caufe,  to  befeech,  to  im¬ 
portune,  to  conjure  him  to  join  in 
a  timely  refiftance  to  thefe  arrogant 
pretenlions,  which,  if  they  were  fuf- 
fered  to  proceed,  would  fhew  princes 
and  peers  to  be  no  more  than  men. 
Happily,  though  thefe  fentiments 
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were  deeply  impreffed  upon  a  few,  was  prefented  to  the  king  by  the 
they  did  not  find  the  great  body  of  princes  of  the  blood  who  had  fat  in 
the  clergy  and  nobility  equally  in-  that  affembly,  with  the  exception 
dined  to  proceed  to  immediate  ex-  of  monfieur  and  the  duke  d’ Orleans, 
tremities.  '  inforcing  the  reprefentation  of  the 

The  prince  of  Conti,  in  a  general  prince  of  Conti.  They  affirmed, 
committee  of  the  notables  on  the  that  the  hate  was  in  inftant  danger  ; 
twenty-eighth  of  November,  was  that  a  revolution  was  gradually  tak- 
the  firft  to  unfurl  the  llandard  of  ing  place  in  the  principles  of  govern- 
ariftocratical  jealoufy.  Upon  this  raent ;  and  that  the  prefent  fermen- 
occahon  he  read  and  delivered  a  tation  of  men’s  minds  furniffied  the 
note  to  monfieur,  prefident  of  the  means  by  which  it  was  to  be  effed- 
committee,  declaring,  that  he  owed  ed.  Inffitutions,  hitherto  reputed 
it  to  his  confcience.  his  birth,  and  facred,  and  by  which  the  monarchy 
the  prefent  crifis  of  public  affairs,  had  flourifhed  for  ages,  were  now 
to  enter  his  proteft  againft  the  in-  difputed  as  problematical,  or  decried 
undation  that  exifted  of  fcandalous  as  unjuft.  The  publications  that 
publications,  that  fpread  through  had  appeared  during  the  fitting  of 
every  part  of  the  kingdom  trouble  the  notables,  the  memorials  that  had 
and  divifion.  The  monarchy  was  been  formed  by  different  provinces, 
attacked  !  a  blow  was  aimed  atsits  cities  and  corps,  their  objed  and 
exiftence  !  and  the  moment  was  at  their  ftyie,  announced  a  regular  fyf- 
hand  !  It  was  impoffible  that  the  tem  of  infubordination,  and  a  de- 
king  fhould  not  at  length  open  bis  termined  contempt  for  the  laws  of 
eyes,  and  that  his  brothers  fhould  the  ftate.  Every  author  ereded 
not  call  upon  him  to  do  fo.  It  was  himfelf  into  a  legiflator.  Eloquence 
neceffary  to  the  liability  of  the  and  a  knack  of  writing,  without  in  « 
throne,  of  the  laws  and  of  order,  formation,  without  lludy  and  with- 
that  all  new  fy Items  fhould  be  for  out  experience,  were  thought  quali- 
ever  proferibed,  and  that  the  con-  locations  fufficient  for  men  to  regu- 
flitution  and  the  ancient  forms  late  the  fate  of  empires.  Whoever 
fhould  be  preferved  in  their  inte-  advanced  a  daring  propofition,  who- 
grity.  The  note  of  the  prince  of  ever  propofed  innovation,  was  fure 
Conti  was  laid  by  monfieur  before  to  have  readers  and  followers.  Such 
the  king,  who  returned  it  with  an  was  the  tremendous  progrefs  of  this 
intimation,  that  the  fubjed  of  it  effervefcence,  that  opinions,  which 
was  totally  foreign  to  thofe  for  the  a  fhort  time  fince  would  have  been 
difeuffion  of  which  the  notables  had  deemed  the  mot  reprehenfible,  now 
been  affembled  ;  that  he  therefore  appeared  reafonable  and  juft  ;  and 
forbade  the  fedions  to  take  it  into  thofe,  at  which  men  of  honour  now 
their  coniideration  ;  and  that  the  ftarted,  would  perhaps  fome  time 
princes  of  the  blood  ought  to  ad-  hence  be  regarded  as  perfectly  legi- 
drefs  themfelves  diredly  to  him,  timate  and  regular.  Who  could  fet 
when  they  had  any  thing  to  com-  bounds  to  the  temerity  of  opinion  ? 
inunicate,  which  they  conceived  The  rights  of  the  throne  had  al- 
would  be  ufeful  to  him.  ready  been  difputed  ;  the  rights  of 

The  notables  were  diffolved  on  the  two  orders  were  now  called  in 
the  twelfth  of  December,  and  two  queltion  ;  it  had  even  been  propofed 
days  after  that  event  a  memorial  to  fupprefs  the  feudal  lordfhips,  as  a 
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Syftem  of  .oppreffion,  and  a  remnant 
of  barbarifm  ;  fhortly  the  rights  of 
property  would  be  invaded,  and  the 
unequal  diflribution  of  wealth  be 
coniidered  as  a  matter  deferving  of 
reform.  The  princes  added,  that 
the  claim  of  a  double  reprefentation 
of  the  tiers  etat  was  the  offspring 
of  thefe  fyftems  of  innovation,  and 
ought  to  be  perfeveringly  refilled. 
To  grant  it  would  be  to  encourage 
a  fpint  of  encroachment  ;  and  its 
advocates,  animated  by  their  firfl 
fuccefs,  would  not  content  them¬ 
felves  with  a  conceliion,  which,  un- 
lefs  connected  with  fomething  that 
was  to  follow,  would  prove  altoge¬ 
ther  nominal  and  nugatory,- — A 
meeting  of  the  dukes  and  peers  of 
France,  fimiJarto  that  of  the  princes, 
was  held  op  the  twentieth  ;  but  they 
contented  themfelves  with  publifh- 
ing  a  refolution,  by  which  they  ex- 
preffed  their  readinefs  to  pay  their 
full  proportion  to  the  national 
revenue,  without  demanding  any 
pecuniary  exemption. 

The  parliament  of  Paris  appears  to 
have  exerted  a  forefight  of  a  different 
character  from  that  of  the  princes  of 
the  blood,  and  to  have  modelled  its 
proceedings  accordingly.  Thole  of 
the  princes  were  full  of  ardour  and 
adventure ;  thofe  of  the  parliament 
were  infected  with  timidity.  The 
former  feemed  prepared  to  facrifice 
every  thing  to  the  unlimited  afier- 
tion  of  the  prerogatives  to  which 
they  were  born  ;  the  latter,  if  they 
were  unable  to  preferve  the  whole, 
were  willing  to  make  as  good  a  bar¬ 
gain  as  they  could.  They  felt,  like 
the  princes,  the  full  force  of  that 
energy  and  fpring  which  the  com¬ 
mons  of  France  had  now  taken  ; 
but  they  were  aware  that  there  was 
no  zeal  equally  vigorous  likely  to  be 
brought  intp  conteft  with  them  ; 


and  they  had  little  heart  to  flniggle 
with  a  party,  the  fuccefs  of  which, 
at  lead  in  a  certain  degree,  was  in¬ 
fallible.  The  younger  members 
that  guided  their  deliberations,  had 
tailed  of  the  intoxicating  draught  of 
popular  applaufe.  Mr.  d’Ffpre- 
menil  and  others  had  been  received 
with  fhouts  at  the  re-affembling  of 
their  corps  after  the  period  of  their 
vacation  ;  and  they  could  not  per- 
fuade  themfelves  lightly  to  part  with 
that  public  favour  which  had  been 
fo  particularly  grateful  to  them. 
They  did  not  conlider,  that  no  man 
can  long  expedl  to  engrofs  the  ad¬ 
miration  of  others,  wire  does  not  ap¬ 
pear  unequivocally  to  enter  into 
their  fentiments  ;  and  that  he,  who 
endeavours  fkil fully  to  qualify  be¬ 
tween  oppofite  parties,  will  ulti¬ 
mately  be  condemned  and  deferted 
by  both. 

The  vacation  of  the  parliament 
expired  on  the  twelfth  of  Novem¬ 
ber  ;  but  it  was  not  ufual  with  that 
body  to  enter  immediately  upon 
the  tran  faction  of  bufinefs, .  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  it  was  not  till  the  fifth  of 
December  that  they  adopted  the 
refolution,  by  which  they  endea¬ 
voured  to  qualify  their  intolerant 
language  of  the  preceding  months. 
In  this  refolution  they  expreffed 
their  alarms  for  the  confequences 
of  the  prefent  ferment,  and  of  the 
manoeuvres  employed  by  ill-inten¬ 
tioned  perfons  to  deprive  the  nation  ■ 
of  the  fruits  of  the  efforts  of  the 
magiftracy,  and  to  fubflitute  anar¬ 
chy  and  fedition  in  the  room  of  the 
acquifition  of  a  juft  and  generous 
liberty.  They  recommended,  as  the 
moil  defirable  of  all  preliminaries, 
harmony  between  the  different  or¬ 
ders  ;  and  they  regretted  that  they 
fhould  have  been  themfelves  fo  much 
mifunderflood  in  their  {election  of 
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the  model  of  1614.  By  tins  fe- 
leclion  they  had  undoubtedly  in¬ 
tended  to  point  out  the  mode  of 
convocation  by  hailliages  as  prefer¬ 
able  to  all  others  ;  but  they  were 
neither  empowered  nor  had  de- 
figned  to  put  any  reftvidtion  upon  the 
confidence  of  the  electors  ;  and  with 
refpe£l  to  the  proportion  of  repre- 
fentatiyes  for  the  three  orders,  as' 
it  was  undetermined  either  by  law 
or  any  conftant  nfage,  they  had  al¬ 
ways  moaned  to  refer  to  the  dif- 
cretion  of  the  fovereign  the  choice 
of  fuch  meafures,  as  might  beH  ac¬ 
cord  with  reafon,  with  liberty,  with 
juftice,  and  with  the  national  fen- 
timent.  To  quiet  the  perturbation 
that  at  prefent  exifled,  the  par¬ 
liament  begged  leave  to  recommend 
to  the  king  to  convoke  the  Hates 
general  as  fpeedily  as  poflible,  and, 
previonfly  to  that  convocation,  to 
ian&ion  and  eonfecrate  the  follow¬ 
ing  fundamental  principles :  the 
periodical  afiembling  of  this  na¬ 
tional  body  ;  their  right  to  mort¬ 
gage  in  perpetuity  to  the  public 
creditors  the  produce  of  certain 
taxes;  their  obligation  towards  their 
cdnfiituents  to  grant  no  other  taxes 
but  for  a  definite  time,  and  to  a 
given  amount ;  their  right  exprefsly 
to  appropriate  the  public  money  to 
the  different  fervices  in  which  it 
fhould  be  employed  ;  the  refolution 
of  the  king  to  confent  to  the  imme- 
diate  abolition  of  all  taxes  bearing 
partially  upon  particular  orders  ;  the 
refponfibility  of  minifters  ;  the  right 
of  the  Hates  general  to  accufe  and 
impeach  before  the  parliaments  all 
national  offenders,  faving  the  pri¬ 
vilege  of  the  parliament’s  attorney 
general  to  exercife  the  fame  func¬ 
tion  ;  the  mutual  relation  between 
the  Hates  general  and  the  courts  of 
law,  fo  that  the  latter  might  not 
and  could  not  fuffer  the  levy  of  any 
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tax,  nor  take  part  in  the  execution 
of  any  law  of  whatever  fort  ot  de- 
feription,  that  had  not  previouQy 
been  demanded  or  fanclioned  by 
the  former;  the  individual  liberty 
of  the  citizen,  to  be  fecured  by  the 
obligation  of  the  party  arrehing  to 
commit  him  to  a  legal  prifon,  and 
furrender  him  to  the  diferetion  of 
his  natural  judges;  laHly,  the  legal 
liberty  of  the  profs,  the  only  fecure 
and  ready  refource  of  innocence 
againH  opprefiion,  referving  a  re¬ 
fponfibility  for  reprehenfible  works 
after  their  publication,  according  to 
the  exigence  of  the  cafe. 

An  obfervation  early  fuggefled 
by  this  refolution  of  the  parliament 
was,  that,  while  they  had  enume¬ 
rated  moH  of  the  other  privileges 
fecured  by  the  Britifh  conftitnlioa, 
they  had  carefully  omitted  the  trial 
by  jury  ;  and  indeed  it  is  impoffible 
to  read  their  decifion  without  re¬ 
marking,  that,  at  the  fame  time 
that  they  were  perfectly  ready  to 
concede  all  other  prerogatives  but 
their  own,  they  fpoke  of  thefe  as 
matters  of  the  higheH  confequence, 
and  exalted  themfelves  to  a  level 
with  all  that  prejudice  admires  or 
reafon  teaches  to  be  invaluable.  A 
proceeding  fo  fpecious  and  artificial 
obtained  for  them  little  credit  with, 
any  party  ;  and  the  court,  which 
had  lately  feemed  rather  under  the 
influence  of  refentment  than  policy, 
replied  with  haughtinefs  to  their 
reprefentations,  that,  “  with  his 
parliament  the  king  had  nothing  to 
difcufs;  it  was  with  the  aflembled  na¬ 
tion  that  he  would  concert  fuch  mea¬ 
fures,  as  might  permanently  confoli- 
date  the  public  order  and  the  pro- 
fpevity  of  the  whole.” 

Mr.  d’Efpremenil  pub!  idled  at 
this  period  a  very  brief  difquihtion, 
which  may  be  regarded  as  the  moH 
authentic  commentary  upon  the  re- 
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folution  of  the  fifth  of  December. 
According1  to  him,  the  voting  by 
feparate  orders  was  the  conftitution, 
and  the  voting  in  a  fingle  affembly 
the  exception ;  an  exception,  to 
which  it  might  be  necefTary  to  have 
recourfe  upon  extraordinary  cafes, 
but  which  rriufl  always  be  adopted 
by  the  voluntary  affent  of  the  three 
orders.  The  fermentation  that  had 
been  excited  about  doubling  or  not 
doubling  the  reprefentation  of  the 
tiers  etat,  was  an  example  of  per- 
verfity  and  malevolence  that  no  hif- 
tory  could  parallel.  Infadt,he  obferv- 
ed,  all  France  was  of  one  opinion. 
The  clergy  and  nobility  were  willing 
to  concede  their  pecuniary  privileges; 
and  this  conceffion  on  the  one  hand, 
and  the  independence  of  orders  on 
the  other,  were  only  wanting  to 
render  the  nation  happy  and  tree. 
.He  was  neverthelefs  of  opinion,  that 
the  reprefentation  of  the  tiers  etat 
ought  to  be  doubled  :  not  to  pro¬ 
tect  them  ap*ainft  the  ariftocratical 
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orders,  there  was  no  longer  any  con- 
left  between  them  ;  but  becaufe  a 
full  and  numerous  reprefentation  of 
the  people,  was  the  belt  fecurity 
again  ft  minifterial  delpotifm,  the 
common  enemy  of  the  fovereign  and 
of  every  order  in  the  flats. 

Whether  it  were  that  the  parlia- 
mentary  leaders  were  difappointed 
of  the  applaufe  they  expeCled  to  gain 
by  their  palinodia,  or  that  they 
thought  they  had  gone  far  enough 
in  qualification,  and  it  was  now  ne- 
ceft'ary  to  fbew  their  impartiality, 
their  next  public  proceeding  was  to 
burn  by  the  hands  of  the  common 
hangman  a  pamphlet  written  in 
defence  of  democratical  principles  ; 
and  the  harangue,  which  it  was 
ufual  upon  fuch  occafions  for  the 
attorney  general  to  deliver,  was  full 
of  vehement  invedlives  againft:  what 
he  ftyled  the  extravagant  pretenfions 


of  the  tiers  etat.  In  the  fame  fpirit 
they  foon  after  fummoned  to  their 
bar  the  author  and  printer  of  a  pe¬ 
tition,  calling  itfelf  the  petition  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Paris,  and  to 
which  fignatures  were  folicited  by 
advertifements  and  circular  letters* 
Having  heard  the  parties,  they 
iffued  a  ftridt  prohibition  for  the 
future  againft;  fuch  advertifements, 
and  the  public  expofition  of  peti¬ 
tions  for  fignature,  as  contrary  to 
good  order,  and  capable  of  being 
applied  by  ill-intentioned  perfons  to 
the  worft:  of  purpofes. 

It  was  never  more  necefTary  than 
upon  the  prefent  occafios,  that  the 
executive  government  fhould  inter¬ 
fere,  and  endeavour  to  compofe  the 
mutual  jealoufies  and  mifimdeffland- 
ings,  which  daily  became  wider  and 
more  angry,  as  the  decifion,  un¬ 
certain  in  its  ifthe,  advanced  nearer 
to  a  crifis.  This  decifion  was  at 
length  made  public  in  a  refuit  of 
council  of  the  '  twentv-feventh  of 
December,  by  which  it  was  deter¬ 
mined,  that  the  number  of  deputies 
to  the  e'n  fuing  flates  general  fhould 
not  fall  ftiort  of  a  thoufand,  that 
it  fhould  be  apportioned  with  all 
practicable  accuracy  conformably  to 
the  population  and  financial  contri¬ 
butions  of  the  different  bailliages, 
and  that  the  reprefentation  of  the 
tiers  etat  fhould  be  equal  to  the  fum 
of  reprefentations  of  the  other  two 
•orders. 

Mr.  Necker  forefaw  that  this  de¬ 
cifion  would  be  attended  with  con- 
fiderable  popularity ;  and,  willing  to 
afeertain  his  claim  to  a  principal 
fliare  in  effedfing  it,  he  publifhed  a 
report,  drawn  up  by  himfelf,  and 
laid  before  the  council  previouily  to 
their  ultimate  resolution.  The  mi¬ 
ni  fter  has  enabled  us,  by  a  curious 
anecdote  he  has  recorded,  to  judge 
how  far  either  himfelf  or  his  mafter 
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was  favourable  to  the  popular  caufe, 
at  the  very  time  that  they  unquef- 
tionably  rendered  it  the  moft  effen- 
tial  fervice.  Neither  of  them  had 
the  remoteft  idea  of  differing  the 
three  orders  to  deliberate  in  one 
affembly.  Mr.  Necker  propofed  to 
the  king  what  he  called  the  model 
of  Great  Britain,  that  is,  the  ar¬ 
ranging  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
commons  in  one  houfe  by  them- 
felvps,  and  bringing  together  in 
another  the  fuperior  orders,  whofe 
exemptions,  whofe  feudal  rights  and 
whofe  multiplied  privileges  had  per¬ 
petuated  for  centuries  the  fiavery  and 
mifery  of  France.  Louis  heard  with 
patience  the  projecl  of  his  minifter  ; 
but  he  was  not,  it  feems,  as  yet  pre¬ 
pared  to  make  fo  vaft  a  conceffion  in 
favour  of  the  great  body  of  the  peo¬ 
ple.  In  the  mean  while,  though  in 
the  report  of  council  we  difcern  re¬ 
peated  marks  of  felf-fufficiency  and 
vanity,  it  is  in  feveral  refpeCts  de- 
fervinff  of  our  attention,  both  for 
what  it  contains  of  praifeworthy, 
and  what  of  reprehenfible.  There 
is  nothing  in  it  more  confpicuous 
than  extreme  deficiency  of  forefitrht, 
not  merely  inthofe  particulars  which 
in  fuch  an  eventful  period  fcarcely 
any  fagacity  could  have  predicted, 
but  in  thpfe,  which  were  alike  cal¬ 
culated  upon  by  the  princes  as  an 
objedl  of  terror,  by  the  parliament 
as  a  fubjedf  for  their  dexterity,  and 
by  the  leaders  of  the  tiers  etat  as 
the  corapafs  by  which  their  condudl 
was  to  be  regulated. 

The  report  ftat^d  three  queftions 
as  particularly  important  at  the  pre¬ 
lent  moment ;  the  equality  or  ine¬ 
quality  of  reprefentation  between 
the  different  bailliages,  the  equality 
or  inequality  between  the  different  or¬ 
ders,  and  whether  anyone  order  could 
be  reprefented  by  a  deputy  chofen 
out  of  another  order.  The  queftion 
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refpecfing  the  reprefentation  of  the 
different  bailliages  had  been  decided 
by  the  majority  of  the  notables  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  perfetb  equality  between 
thefe  diftridts,  however  diflimilar 
might  be  their  wealth  or  population,' 
But  feveral  fefitions,  while  they  a- 
dopted  this  decifion,  had  obferved, 
that  they  had  no  fufficient  materials 
for  any  other.  Mr.  Necker  was 
therefore  perfuaded,  that,  if,  inftead 
of  laying  before  them,  as  by  the 
fhortnefs  of  the  preparation  he  had 
been  obliged  to  do,  fo  imperfect 
documents,  he  had  been  able  to  offer 
his  collections  in  their  prefent  finifned 
ftafce,  the  greater  part  of  the  affem¬ 
bly  would  have  feen  reafon  to  con- 
fider  the  fubject  in  a  very  different 
light.  He  of  confequence  recom¬ 
mended  to  the  king  to  fuperfede 
their  decifion. 

The  fecond  queftion,  of  the  dou¬ 
ble  reprefentation  of  the  tiers  etat, 
was,  he  faid,  the  moft  important  of 
all,  and  at  this  moment  divided  and 
diftradfed  the  kingdom.  Perhaps 
too  high  a  degree  of  moment  had' 
been  aferibed  to  it.  The  ancient 
conftitution,  or  in  other  words  efta- 
blilhed  ufage,  authorized  the  fepa- 
rate  deliberation  of  the  three  orders; 
of  confequence  the  number  of  de¬ 
puties  by  which  each  fhould  be  re¬ 
prefented  feemed  to  be  a  confidera- 
tion,  not  worthy  of  all  the  heat  and 
animofity  it  had  excited.  It  were 
without  doubt  to  be  defired,  that 
the  three  orders  fhould  enter  in 
common  upon  the  examination  of 
all  affairs,  in  which  their  intereft 
was  absolutely  equal ;  but  that  com¬ 
mon  examination  depended  upon  the 
feparate  volition  of  the  three  orders, 
and  could  arife  out  of  no  caufe  but  a 
patriotic  devotion  to  the  welfare  of 
their  country.  A  queftion  however,' 
like  the  prefent,  the  decifion  of  which? 
could  not  juftly  lead  to  any  important* 
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confequence,  might  be  rendered  of 
the  deepdi  moment,  by  the  difcord- 
ant  opinions  to  which  it  gave  birth* 
and  the  rnifunderHanding  it  might 
fpread  among  the  different  orders  of 
the  ftate.  It  was  therefore  neccffary 
to  confider  with  attention  the  rea- 
fons  that  might  be  given  in  favour 
of  either  decifion. 

Againft  that  which  the  popular 
party  demanded  might  be  adduced 
the  example  of  1614,  and  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  notables.  It  was  faid, 
that  the  tiers  etat,  by  laying  fo  dif- 
proportionate  a  Hrefs  upon  the  num¬ 
ber  of  their  reprefentatives,  betrayed 
a  defign  of  obliging  the  Hates  ge¬ 
neral  to  deliberate  in  one  afiembly  ; 
that  the  people  were  often  incon- 
liderate  in  their  pretenfions,  and, 
gratified  in  a  firfl  demand,  might 
proceed  to  others,  till  they  changed 
the  government  into  an  abfolute  de¬ 
mocracy  ;  that  too  much  importance 
was  frequently  attributed  to  the  de- 
fh  es  of  the  tiers  etat ;  that  body  was 
indeed  confiderable  in  number,  but 
{battered  as  to  place,  and  occupied 
in  a  variety  of  purfuits;  that  of  con- 
fequence  they  foon  became  tired  of 
political  difputes,  and,  to  have  their 
attention  kept  awake,  muft  be  per¬ 
petually  fiimulated  by  political  writ¬ 
ers  ;  that  even  in  number  they  were 
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not  fo  formidable  as  might  at  firfl  lje 
imagined,  fince  one  half  of  the  ple¬ 
beians  were  attached  by  {filiation  or 
iriterefi  to  the  clergy  and  nobility  ; 
lailly,  that  the  two  firfl  orders  were 
better  acquainted  than  the  tiers  etat 
with  the  court  and  its  machinations, 
and  could  more  eafily  baffle  the  in¬ 
tended  convocation  of  the  Hates  ge¬ 
neral,  or  ruin  the  minifies 

On  the  other  fide  of  the  queHion 
it  might  be  obferved,  that,  though 
the  precife  words  of  the  writs  of 
convocation  of  1614  were  againft 
the  prayer  of  the  commons,  the  fadl 


was  favourable  to  thefn,  fince  tbs 
number  of  deputies  in  that  and  the 
preceding  inftanees  had  always  been 
greatefi  on  the  part  of  the  tiers  etat. 
[The  writs  addreffed  to  the  clergy, 
the  nobility  and  the  third  eftate  had 
been  in  their  tenour  uniform,  “  one 
deputy  at  leaft,”  or  “  one  deputy 
and  no  more55  being  required  for 
each  bailliage  :  the  number  of  repre¬ 
fentatives  in  the  Hates  of  1614  had 
been  one  hundred  and  eighty-two 
for  the  tiers  etat,  and  two  hundred 
and,  feventy-two  for  the  other  two 
orders. 3  So  far,  as  Mr.  Necker  ob¬ 
ferved,  was  there  from  being  ground 
to  apprehend  from  the  incroachment 
of  the  inferior  order,  that  it  was  a 
known  fadl,  that,  in  the  convention 
of  provincial  Hates,  where  the  orders 
fometimes  deliberated  in  common, 
the  tiers  etat  frequently  found  tliem- 
felves  intimidated  by  the  dignity  of 
their  fuperiors,  and  could  only  re* 
cover  their  courage  and  refolution 
by  demanding  to  withdraw  into 
their  own  houfe.  He  added,  that, 
the  abolition  of  the  ancient  mode  of 
deliberating  by  feparate  orders  being 
out  of  the  queHion,  it  could  not  be 
denied  that  there  were  feveral  fub- 
jeidts  of  national  concern,  with  which 
the  tiers  etat  were  moil  fully  ac¬ 
quainted,  and  which  could  bell  be 
difcuH’ed  in  a  numerous  reprefenta- 
tion  of  that  order,  fuch  as,  the  tranf- 
a<fiions  of  commerce,  the  Hate  of 
manufadlures,  the  proper  mode  of 
encouraging  them,  public  credit,  the 
intereH  and  circulation  of  money, 
abufes  in  the  colleftion  of  taxes  and 
tire  adminifiration  of  privileges;  that 
it  was  faid  the  two  firft  orders  in  the 
Hates  general  might  perhaps  take 
into  coiifideration  the  demand  of  the 
tiers  etat’;  but  furely  it  was  becom¬ 
ing  that  their  requefl,  if  fuccefsfui, 
Ihould  owe  its  fuccefs  to  royal  boun¬ 
ty  ;  that  the  fentiment  of  the  tiers 
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etat,  if  unanimous,  if  conformable 
to  ge'neral  principles  of  equity,  muft 
always  be  regarded  as  the  national 
fentiment  ;  time  would  confecrate 
it ;  the  judgment  of  Europe  would 
confirm  it ;  the  king  himfelf  could 
do  no  more  than  regulate  in  his  juf- 
tice,  or  advance  by  his  wifdom,,  what 
circumftances  and  opinions  would  in¬ 
fallibly  crown  with  fuccefs ;  laftly, 
that  the  enmity  of  the  two  higher 
orders  might  ruin  a  minifter,  but 
the  difcontent  of  the  third  could 
alienate  the  affection  of  a  nation 
from  their  fovereign. 

Having  decided  the  fecond  and 
principal  queftion,  Mr.  Necker  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  examination  of  the 
third ;  and  here  his  opinion  was  in 
favour  of  the  moll  entire  liberty ;  or, 
in  the  language  of  the  notables,  that 
no  other  qualification  fhould  be 
fought  in  the  reprefentative  but  the 
confidence  of  his  conftituents.  Per¬ 
haps,  he  faid,  this  might  be  the  laft 
affembly  of  the  Hates  general,  in 
which  the  tiers  etat  would  annex 
any  great  importance  to  the  having 
deputies  chofen  only  out  of  their 
own  order.  To  judge  from  the 
difpofition  of  the  fuperior  orders, 
he  might  conclude,  that  the  pecu¬ 
niary  exemptions,  which  gave  to  the 
different  claffes  of  fociety  a  feparate 
Intereft,  were  on  the  eve  of  being 
fupprefted.  Then  the  tiers  etat 
might  indifferently  choofe  for  their 
deputy  a  nobleman  or  any  other 
citizen.  They  would  then  have  no 
other  intereft,  than  that  which  was 
common  to  every  .inhabitant  of 
France,  in  the  good  order  of  the 
finances,  the  moderation  of  taxes, 
the  juftice  of  the  laws  civil  and  cri¬ 
minal,  the  tranquillity  and  ftrength 
of  the  kingdom,  and  the  happinefs 
and  glory  of  their  fovereign.  It 
would  never  enter  into  their  minds 
to  endeavour  to  reduce  the  manorial 
and  honorary  prerogatives,  which 
179°. 
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diftinguifhed  either  in  their  property 
or  their  perfons  the  higher  ranks  of 
the  ftate  from  the  reft  of  the  citi¬ 
zens  :  there  was  not  a  Frenchman 
that  did  not  know,  that  thefe  pre¬ 
rogatives  were  as  facred  as  any  other 
fpecies  of  property,  that  many  of 
them  were  entwined  with  the  eftence 
of  the  monarchy,  and  that  the  king 
would  never  endure  their  being 
touched  with  a  profane  and  pre- 
fumptuous  hand. — In  fine,  having 
decided  thefe  queftions,  Mr.  Necker 
recommended  the  ftates  general  to 
be  compofed  of  about  one  thoufand 
members,  two  hundred  and  fifty  de¬ 
puted  by  the  clergy,  two  hundred 
and  fifty  by  the  nobleffe,  and  five 
hundred  by  the  tiers  etat. 

Though  the  late  addrefs  of  the 
parliament  of  Paris  had  been  re¬ 
ceived  with  remarkable  coldnefs,  the 
minifter  feems  to  have  borrowed  from 
it  the  idea  of  ftating  upon  the  pre- 
fent  occafion  thofe  great  principles 
of  regular  and  eftablifhed  liberty, 
which  the  king  was  ready  unfolicit- 
ed  to  concede  and  to  fan£lify.  Pic 
was  willing,  as  Mr.  Necker  declar¬ 
ed,  neither  to  impofe  (which  indeed 
he  had  promifed  on  a  former  occa¬ 
fion),  nor  even  to  enlarge  the  pe¬ 
riod  of  any  tax,  without  the  confent 
of  the  ftates  general ;  to  fecure  the* 
periodical  fittings  of  th$t  affernbly ; 
and  to  provide  in  the  moft  efficacious 
manner  againft  the  diforder,  that  the 
milconduct  or  incapacity  of  mini- 
fters  might  hereafter  introduce  into 
the  finances.  He  propofed  himfelf 
to  invite  the  ftates  general  to  exa- 
mine  the  great  queftion  of  lettres 
de  cachet,  and  to  afeertain  the  regu¬ 
lations  that  ought  to  be  preferibed 
to  this  branch  of  the  executive  go¬ 
vernment.  He  was  alfo  impatient 
to  receive  the  advice  of  that  aft’em- 
bly  with  refpedl  to  the  degree  of 
liberty  that  ought  to  be  indulged 
to  the  prefs,  and  to  the  publication 
K  -  of 


of  difquifitions  upon  government,) 
adminiftration  and  matters  of  pub¬ 
lic  concern. 

Mr.  Necker  was  perfuaded,  that 
thefe  concefilons  would  eminently 
conduce  to  the  tranquillity  of  the 
fovereign.  The  fatisfadtion  to  be 
derived  from  unlimited  power  was 
altogether  imaginary.  If  it  were 
the  duty  of  the  prince  to  aim  at  the 
greateft  advantage  of  the  (late  and 
the  permanent  felicity  of  his  fub- 
jedls,  the  facrifice  of  a  few  of  his 
prerogatives  in  fo  glorious  a  caufe, 
was  undoubtedly  the  nobleft  ufe  to 
which  his  power  could  be  applied, 
was  the  only  ufe  that  was  com¬ 
pletely  his  own,  while  the  abufes 
and  the  regular  exercife  of  autho¬ 
rity  belonged  for  the  moll  part  to 
the  fphere  of  the  minilier.  It  was 
the  minifter  that  loved  an  arbitrary 
authority,  becaufe  in  that  he  could 
be  every  thing ;  and  feared  a  re¬ 
gular  and  conftitutional  govern¬ 
ment,  in  which  he  would  be  reduced 
to  almoft  nothing.  The  happinefs 
therefore  of  the  prefent  meliorated 
fyftem  would  be  eminently  the 
king’s.  He  would  no  longer  be 
alternately  agitated  by  the  varying 
fyftem  of  minifters.  He  would  no 
longer  be  compelled  to  lend  the 
fandlion  of  his  name  to  meafures  of 
which  he  did  not  forefee  the  con¬ 
sequence,  or  to  continue  that  fanc- 
tion  long  after  he  had  begun  to 
doubt  of  their  integrity  .  By  one 
great  and  generous  application  of 
his  fovereign  power,  by  one  act  of 
enlightened  confidence  that  ftiould 
furround  him  with  the  deputies  of 
the  nation,  he  would  find  himfelf 
for  ever  delivered  from  that  feries 
of  uncertainty  and  hesitation,  of 
miftruft  and  regret,  which  mult  in¬ 
fallibly  imbitter  the  tranquillity  of 
a  prince,  who  fet  any  value  upon 
the  prqfperity  of  his  kingdom  or 
the  love  of  his  fubjedts.  The  virtuous 
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forbearance  of  the  king  would  not 
deprive  him  of  one  of  the  truly 
eminent  functions  of  majefty.  A  na¬ 
tional  aftembly  itfelf,  without  fuch 
a  guide,  fuch  an  advocate  in  the 
caufe  of  juftice,  fuch  a  patron  of 
the  opprefted,  would  be  liable  to 
the  moil  fatal  errors  :  and,  with  re- 
fpedt  to  foreign  powers,  an  immu¬ 
table  order  introduced  into  the  fi¬ 
nances,  a  new  elafticity  communi¬ 
cated  to  the  fpring  of  public  credit, 
a  new  energy  given  to  all  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  ftate,  would  render  the 
prefent  king  of  France  more  formic 
dable,  more  courted  and  more 
honoured  than  any  of  his  predecef* 
fors.  “  In  the  mean  time,”  added 
Mr.  Necker,  “  if  a  variation  in  the 
number  of  deputies  of  the  tiers  etat 
ftiould  be  made  the  fubjedl  or  the 
pretext  of  difeord  ;  if  they  ftiould 
deny  to  the  king  the  right  of  pro¬ 
nouncing  a  preliminary  decifion, 
which  had  been  fo  earneftly  folicit- 
ed  by  the  greater  part  of  his  fub- 
jetfts  ;  if  private  interefts  ftiould 
prevail  over  the  public  embarraft*- 
ment,  to  induce  them  to  retard  the 
meeting  of  the  ftates  general,  and 
to  aim  at  wearing  out  the  honour¬ 
able  perfeverance  of  their  fovereign  \ 
in  fine,  if  his  will  were  not  iufficient 
for  the  removal  of  every  obftacle, — - 
I  turn  from  the  difeouraging  idea,  I 
cannot  endure  to  imagine  it,  I  will 
not  be  perfuaded  to  believe  it, — -iq 
thatcafe  it  ftiould  be  my  only  and  my 
laft  advice  to  your  majefty,  inftantly 
to  facrifice  the  minifter,  who  may 
have  had  the  principal  ftiare  in  in¬ 
ducing  you  to  this  refolution.” 

One  other  meafure  of  admini- 
ftration  properly  clofes  the  narrative 
of  the  year  1788.  Two  days  after 
the  refult  of  council,  on  the  twenty- 
ninth  of  December,  appeared  an 
order  of  government,  continuing  the 
provifions  of  the  archbifhop  of 
Touloufe’s  refeript  of  theHghteenth 
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of  Auguft,  by  which  the  cable  d’ef- 
compte  was  authorifed  to  difcharge 
its  notes  in  bills  of  exchange,  and 
its  paper  was  declared  a  legal  ten¬ 
der  for  the  payment  of  any  debt. 
Mr.  Necker,  who  had  endeavoured 
to  build  all  his  reputation  upon  his 
ability  as  a  financier,  had  not  only 
not  had  the  courage  to  imitate 
Mr.  de  Calonne,  who,  without  any 
preparation,  without  any  referve, 
and  without  a  moment’s  delay,  had 
obliged  this  commercial  company 
to  enter  upon  immediate  payment ; 
but,  after  a  delay  of  four  months, 
after  an  ample  period  for  the  dis¬ 
covery  of  qualifications,  for  the  re¬ 
vival  of  credit,  or  rather  perhaps 
for  the  illumination  of  his  igno¬ 
rance,  Hill  imagined  it  right  to  con¬ 


tinue  this  ruinous  and  difgraceful 
expedient.  The  unjuftifiablenefs  of 
the  meafure  could  only  be  exceeded 
by  the  fingularity  of  the  preamble 
by  which  the  minifter  thought 
proper  to  recommend  it.  He  ob- 
lerved,  that  the  gradual  renovation 
of  confidence,  together  with  the 
circumfpedi:  conduct  of  the  direor 
tors  of  the  bank,  had  occafioned  a 
daily  increafe  of  the  quantity  of 
fpecie  in  their  pofieffion  ;  and  that 
the  plentifulnefs  of  this  fupply  was 
at  prefent  fo  great,  as  to  make  it  rea- 
fonable  immediately  to  re-eftablifil 
them  in  their  ordinary  oourfe  of 
payments  ;  at  the  fame  time  that 
for  weighty  and  important  confider- 
ations  it  was  thought  proper  for  the 
prefent  to  defer  that  meafure. 
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JANUARY* 

u  np  KE  annual  New-year’s  ode 
was  this  day  difcontinned, 
by  order  of  his  majefty. 

2.  The  1 0O0I.  ufually  given  by 
bis  majefty  to  the  poor  of  the  city, 
has  been  paid  according  to  cuftom 
;  within  thefe  few  days.  — Laft  year, 
while  his  rtiajefty  was  ill,  the  prince 
of  Wales  generoufly  fent  the  io©oh 
left  the  pool*  in  that  inclement 
feafon,  fhould  fuffer  from  the  de¬ 
lay,  no  money  being  then  iffnable 
from  the  exchequer.  Elis  majefty, 
on  his  recovery,  determining  not  to 
be  outdone  by  his  generous  foil,  or¬ 
dered  another  i  cool,  to  be  fent  to  the 
chamberlain’s  office,  which  was  re¬ 
ceived  laft  April. 

4.  The  Melville  Caftle  Eaft  In- 
diaman,  on  her  paffage,  went  fo  far 
to  the  fouthward  of  the  Cape  as  la¬ 
titude  42,  where  fh*e  fell  in  with  an 
ifland  of  ice,  not  lefs  than  two  miles 
in  circumference,  400  feet  in  height 
above  the  furface  of  the  fea.  As 
ice  floats  one  third  above  and  two 
thirds  below  the  water,  this  amaz¬ 
ing  mafs  may  be  fuppofed  to  be  near 
twelve  hundred  feet  in  thicknefs. 
The  jolly  boat  was  fent  off  to  recon¬ 
noitre,  but  was  prevented  from  ap¬ 
proach  ing  within  feveral  yards,  by 


the  quantity  of  broken  pieces  of 
ice,  and  the  torrents  of  water  de¬ 
fending  from  its  furface. 

5.  On  Saturday  the  27th  of  De¬ 
cember,  Mr.  Vance,  fheriff  of  Dub¬ 
lin,  received  information,  that  a 
number  of  diforderly  perfons  were 
aftembled  in  a  field  below  the  new 
cuftom -houfe,  for  the  purpofe  of 
bull-baiting  :  he  communicated  the 
fame  to  alderman  Carleton,  and 
they  agreed  to  difperfe  them.  I  hey, 
accordingly,  at  the  head  of  a  party 
of  the  military,  proceeded  to  the 
field,  and  repeatedly  preffed  the  mob 
to  difperfe  quietly,  which,  inftead 
of  perfuading  them  to  comply,  on¬ 
ly  ferved  to  make  them  outrageous, 
and  they  began  to  throw  ftones. 
The  foldiers,  having  received  orders, 
fired  over  the  heads  of  the  people, 
to  intimidate  them  :  but  this  not 
having  the  defired  effect,  eight  of 
the  ringleaders  were  feized,  "when  a 
refcue  was  attempted,  and  the  fol¬ 
diers  were  ordered  to  fire  in  their 
own  defence.  The  confequence  was, 
that  three  mert  were  ftiot  dead,  and 
many  wounded.  The  fheriff  then, 
proceeded  with  hisv  prifoners,  and 
lodged  them  in  the  New  Prifon.. 

The  next  day,  alderman  Howifon, 
one  of  the  coroners,  having  laid  the 
inquifttion,  by  him  taken  on  the 
(  A  2)  bodies 
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bodies  of  the  perfons  killed,  before 
lord  Clonmel,  his  lordffiip  ordered 
the  two  gentlemen  concerned  in  this 
affair  to  give  bail  for  their  appear¬ 
ance  to  take  their  tidal  for  the  fame. 

7.  Recent  advices  from  the  Eaff 
Indies  mention,  that,  on  the  5  th 
of  AuguA  lafl,  capt.  Horrebow,  a 
native  of  Denmark,  who  had  been 
conviCted  before  the  fupreme  court 
at  Calcutta,  of  carrying  away  haves 
from  Chandenagore  to  Colomba, 
was  fenteilced  to  three  months  im- 
prifonment,  to  pay  a  fine  of  500  ru¬ 
pees,  and  to  give  fecurity  for  his 
future  good  behaviour  for  three 
years,  himfelf  in  a  bond  of  1  o,  co 
rupees,  and  two  fecurities  in  5,000 
rupees  each. —  Several  extenuating 
circum  Ranees  having  been  Rated, 
in  affidavits,  to  the  court,  prevented 
the  inflicting  of  a  more  fevere  pu- 
nifhment  for  this  offence.  See  vol. 
x.  p*  43- 

f'.  By  letters  from  Demarara, 
of  lafl  November,  the  white  inha¬ 
bitants  have  had  a  narrow  efcape 
from  a  general  maflacre ;  about  a 
thoufand  of  the  negroes’  from  the 
different  plantations  having  unani- 
m ou fly  agreed  to  murder  every 
white  man  011  the  ifland.  The  time 
was  fixed  ;  but  the  negroes  on  one 
of  the  plantations  miffaking  the  day, 
aCtuallv  murdered  everv  white  man 
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011  it,  which  gave  the  alarm,  and 
faved  all  the  reft.  The  ringleaders 
were  apprehended,  and  put  to  the 
torture,  which  the]r  bore  with  un¬ 
common  fortitude  ;  glorying  in  what 
they  were  about  to  execute. 

9.  A  ufeful  difcovery  has  juft 
been  announced  in  Eaft  Friefland.  — 
Mf.  Hoffman,  of  Leir,  in  that  pro¬ 
vince,  took  fix  pounds  of  the  frefh 
roots  of  couch,  or  dogs  grafs,  and 
after  cutting  them  in  pieces  and 
bruifing  them,  made  a  mafh  of  them 
with  boiling  This  he  fer¬ 

mented  with  four  ounces  of  yeaft, 
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and  when  the  fermentation  was 
finifhed,  put  the  liquor  into  an  alem¬ 
bic,  and  drew  off  a  watery  fpirit 
from  it,  which,  after  being  rectified, 
produced  four  ounces  of  liquor  as 
ffrong.as  a  common  malt  fpirit,  and 
of  a  much  more  agreeable  flavour. 
From  three  ounces  of  the  expreffed 
juice,  Mr.  H.  obtained  two  drams 
and  33  grains  of  cryftalized  faccha- 
rine  acid.  In  fome  parts  of  Sweden, 
in  a  fcarcity  of  corn,  they  make  thnfe 
roots  into  bread. 

ri  he  following  recipe,  for  the  cure 
of  the  rot  in  fheep,  has  appeared  in 
the  public  prints  —  (  ive  to  each 
fheep  one  fpoonful  of  fpirits  of  tur¬ 
pentine  mixed  with  two  of  water, 
after  faffing  twelve  hours ;  letthem 
have  each  three  doffs,  Raying  fix 
days  between  each  dofe.  This  dif- 
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temper  arifes  from  certain  animal¬ 
cule  which  are  found  in  the  livers 
of  the  infeCted  fheep,  refembling 
flat  nfli.  The  turpentine,  by  def- 
troyingthem,  effeCts  a  cure  ;  at  leaft 
the  experiment  is  Ample,  and  wor¬ 
thy  trial. 

14.  At  three  o’clock  this  morn¬ 
ing  arrived  at  Nerot’s  hotel,  King’s 
frreet,  St.  James’s,  from  Geneva, 
his  royal  highnefs  prince  Edward, 
their  majefties  fourth  fon. 

1;.  The  Newcaftle  fubfeription, 
for  the  relief  of  the  widows  and  or¬ 
phans  of  failors  loll  in  the  late  ftorms, 
has  netted  upwards  of  2000I.  The 
duke  of  Portland  and  lord  Warwick 
have  each  given  50  guineas.  See 
l  •  tX  •  3  5  • 

16.  The  philanthropic  Mr.  How¬ 
ard  was,  on  the  17th  of  November 
in  perfeCt  health  at  Cherfon,  in 
Little  Tartary,  in  his  way  to  Tur¬ 
key,  vifiting  the  Ruffian  military 
and  naval  hofpitals  in  that  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  after  having  infpeCted 
th off  of  Riga,  Cronftadt,  See.  which 
he  found  in  the  molt  dreadful  Rate 
of  negleCf,  through  which  at  leaff 
9  -  70,0c© 
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7^,000  foldiers  and  failors  are  faid 
to  have  perifhed  in  the  laid  yearonly. 

20.  A  common  hall  was  held  at 
Guildhall,  for  the  purpofe  of  taking 
intoconfideration  the  progrefs  of  the 
excife-laws,  and  how  far  a  further 
exteniion  of  them  will  affedf  the  trade 
and  commerce  of  the  city.  Several 
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refolutions  paffed  unanimoufly,  and 
the  reprefentatives  were  inftrudfed 
to  endeavour,  by  all  legal  means, 
to  carry  them  into  effedt.  Thanks 
were  voted  to  the  lord-mayor  and 
city  members,  and  the  hall  broke  up. 

22.  Yefterday,  as  his  majefty  was 
proceeding  in  ftate  to  the  houfe  of 
lords,  a  perfon  of  genteel  appearance 
threw  a  large  ftone  with  great  vio¬ 
lence  at  the  carriage,  but  fortu¬ 
nately  miffed  the  royal  perfon.  He 
was  immediately  apprehended,  and 
underwent  a  long  examination. 

23.  This  perfon  was  again  brought 
up  by  the  meffenger  to  Mr.  Gren¬ 
ville’s  office,  where  he  underwent 
another  examination  ;  when  it  ap¬ 
peared  that  his  name  is  John  Frith, 
a  half  pay  lieutenant  in  the  fecond 
battalion  of  rovals ;  and  that  he 
was  the  fame  perfon  who  (Kick  a  li¬ 
bellous  paper  on  the  whalebone  in 
the  court-yard  at  St.  James’  three 
weeks  ago  :  this  paper  he  calls  a  ma- 
nifefto;  and  the  jumble  of  incohe¬ 
rencies  it  contains,  fully  evinces  the 
deranged  flateof  the  writer’s  mind. 

Samuel  Spurway  gave  the  cleareft 
evi  fence  of  the  matter  :  he  faw  the 
prifoner,  when  hismajefty’s  carriage 
was  palling  him,  throw  a  ftone 
with  all  his  force  againft  it,  the  ftone 
hit  the  coach  about  two  inches  be¬ 
low  the  glafs,  but  his  majefty  was 
fo  engaged  in  converfation  as  not  to 
obferve  it.  The  ftone,  Mr.  Spur¬ 
way  picked  up,  and  found  it  large 
and  heavy.  On  queftioning  the 
prifoner  as  to  his  motives  for  fo  hor¬ 
rid  an  attempt,  he  replied,  ‘  He 
was  very  lorry  the  ftone  had. not  hit 
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the  king!’  Mr.  Spurway  ordered 
Jordan,  a  conftable,  to  feize.  him, 
who  alfo  faw  him  throw  the  ftone. 

When  this  unfortunate  man  was 
firft  taken  into  cuftody,  he  was 
fearched  :  in  his  pockets  twopence 
was  all  the  cafti  to  be  found.  A 
bag,  containing  a  quantity  of  pa¬ 
pers,  was  taken  from  him  :  in  this 
bag  was  found  a  copy  of  the  paper 
which  he  had  ftuck  up  at  St.  James’s 
and  the  Royal  Exchange,  where  he 
publicly  read  it,  and,  in  the  incft 
wild  and  extravagant  manner,  ex¬ 
horted  the  perfons  who  heard  him, 
to  efpoule  his  caufe,  and  not  to  fee 
the  conftitntion  of  their  country 
fubvetted.  In  this  paper  he  talks 
of  being  fent  on  lliore  on  the  fands 
of  Bahama,  where  he  was  tormented 
bv  fpirits,  and  goes  on  in  the  fame 
frantic  ftile,  with  abufe  of  the  king, 
the  privy-council,  and  the  adminif- 
tration  of  the  country.  He  acknow¬ 
ledged  his  having  written  and  ftuck 
up  the  paper,  and  his  throwing  the 
ftone  at  his  majefty,  which  he  faid 
he  did  in  order  to  be  noticed,  for 
his  charader  had  been  defamed, 
which  he  wanted  to  be  cleared  up, 
and  for  that  purpofe  to  gain  a  pub¬ 
lic  examination.  He  was  formerly 
an  enfign  in  the  37th  regiment  of 
foot.  •  He  is  a  man  of  genteel  but 
frantic  appearance.  In  the  centre 
of  his  cockade  he  had  placed  a  bunch 
of  orange-coloured  ribband. 

25.  Lieutenant  Frith  was  re-ex¬ 
amined,  at  the  office  of  the  duke  of 
Leeds  in  Whitehall.  The  exami¬ 
nation  was  attended  by  the  lord 
prefident,  lord  privy  feal,  chancel¬ 
lor  of  the  exchequer,  duh°  of  Rich¬ 
mond,  two  fecretaries  of  ftate,  earl 
of  Chatham,  lords  Hawkelbury  and 
Kenyon,  mailer  of  the  rolls,  attor¬ 
ney  and  folicitor  generals,  and  fir 
Sampfon  Wright.  The  council  fat 
fix  hours.  The  principal  witness 
examined  was  a  woman,  a  relation 
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of  Frith's,  who  fpoke  flrongly  to  the 
•appearance  of  the  prifoner’s  derang¬ 
ed  Hate  of  mind,  previous  to  his 
'committing!;  this  ram  act :  the  con- 
ilables  were  like  wife  re-examined 
who  faw  him  commit  the  offence, 
as  well  as  feveral  perfons  who  had 
been  formerly  acquainted  with  him. 
At  the  clofe  of  the  examination,  the 
council  thought  proper  to  fend  for 
Mr.  Akerman,  keeper  of  Newgate, 
to  whofe  cuftody  Frith  was  com¬ 
mitted. 

30.  Lately  died,  in  Plunket-flreet 

F  m/  ' 

Widows-houfe,  Dublin,  Mrs.  Sarah 
Jones,  being  icz  years  old.  She 
was  a  Five  and  healthy,  and  likely 
to  live  much  longer,  had  (lie  not, 
fome  fhort  time  ago,  received  a  fall, 
which  bruifed  and  injured  her  very 
much.  Her  eye-fight  never  failed 
her,  nor  did  fine  ever  life  fpeciacles. 

At  Horfeley,  Derbyfhlre,  at  the 
age  of  107,  died,  Mrs.  Frances  Bar¬ 
ton.  She  followed  midwifery  up¬ 
wards  of  80  years'.  Her  hufband 
had  been  fexton  of  the  parifli  church 
70  years ;  and  this  ancient  pair  fre¬ 
quently  boafled  that  flie  had  brought 
into  the  world,  and  he  had  buried, 
the  parifli  twice  over. 

At  Corney,  in  Cumberland,  died, 
in  his  io 2d  year,  Mr.  Wm.  Trough- 
ton. 

At  Cropton,  near  Pickering,  died, 
‘  Mrs.  Mary  Jackfon,  aged  104, 

At  Lean  Cadwallader,  died,  in 
the  115th  year  of  his  age,  the  cele¬ 
brated  Hugh  Llewellin,  well  known 
in  the  neighbouring  counties  for  his 
mufical  fkill,  particularly  on  the 
Welfli-harp,  which  he  played  until 
within  a  fortnight  of  his  death, 
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3.  The  Southampton,  prince  Ed¬ 
ward,  for  Gibraltar,  failed  with  a 
fail;  wind  on  Monday  afternoon. 


[February, 

4.  Mr.  John  Walter,  printer  of 
£J  The  Times,”  having  Pilfered 
judgment  to  go  by  default,  lor  a 
libel  againft  the  prince  of  Wales, 
charging  his  royal  highnefs’ with  in- 
fincerity  in  the  forrow  which  he  ex- 
preffed  for  the  unhappy  fituation  of 
his  majefly  during  his  late  illnefs, 
was  brought  into  the  court  of  king’s 

Lj  t  O 

bench  to  receive  fentence,  which 
judge  Afhhurfl  pronounced  accord¬ 
ingly ;  namely, —“To  pay  a  fine  of 
Tool,  and  to  be  imprifoned  for  the 
fpace  of  1 2  months  in  N ewgate,  to. 
take  place  after  the  expiration  of 
his  prefent  confinement. 

Mr.  Walter  .was  again  called  to. 
the  bar  to  receive  judgment  for  a 
libel  againft  the  duke  of  Clarence, 
publifhed  in  May  laft ;  affecting  that 
his  roval  highnefs  returned  from  his 
Ration  without  authority  from  the 
admiralty  or  the  commanding  officer. 
This  judgment  likewife  went  bv  de¬ 
fault.  The  court  fentenced  him  to 
pay  a  fine  of  10  1. 

5.  A  young  man,  who  was  fer- 
vant  to  colonel  Stehelin,  lieutenant 
governor  of  the  royal  military  aca¬ 
demy,  who  lately  alarmed  the  fami¬ 
ly,  by  firing  a  blunderbufs  through 
fome  of  the  windows,  with  a  view 
of  makiiig  them  believe  an  attempt 
had  been  made  by  a  fet  of  thieves 
to  rob  the  houfe,  and  of  inducing 
the .  colonel  to  promote  him  to  a 
ferjeantcy,  for  his  aiertnefs,  has  been 
fentenced  by  a  court  martial  to  re¬ 
ceive  500  lafhes,  and  to  be  drummed 
out  of  the  regiment. 

6.  The  court  of  delegates  have 
fentenced  Andrew  Robinfon  Bowes, 
efq.  to  pay  all  the  caffs  in  the  late 
fuits  between  him  and  his  wife  the 
count efs  dowsger  of  Strathmore, 
Sec  rvol.  x,  p.  ( 10). 

8.  They  write  from  Shields,  that 
a  boat  lately  built  for  the  purpofe  oi 
preferving  the  crews  coming  on  the 

Held 
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Herd  Sand,  was  firft  tried  on  Satur¬ 
day  fe’nnight,  and  far  exceeded  the 
expeditions  of  thole  who  had  the 
molt  fanguine  hopes  of  her  utility  ; 
for,  in  going  off  three  times  to  a 
velfel  then  on  fhore,  through  a  very 
heavy  fea,  fhe  fcarce  {hipped  any 
water,  and  rendered  the  crew  infi¬ 
nite  fervice.  The  bailors  *  prefect 
'were  extremely  ready  in  offering 
themfelvcs  upon  the  occalion. 

9.  A  few  days  ago,  mils  Willes, 
of  Aft  rope,  in  Oxfofdihire,  fet  her 
mu llin  handkerchief  on  fire;  but  a 
fervant  maid  being  within  hearing, 
the  young  lady  had  the  prefence  of 
mind  to  order  the  maid  to  roll  her 
up  in  the  carpet,  by  which  means 
file  efcaped,  but  not  without  being 
much  hurt  in  her  hands  and  neck. 

12.  Aperfon,  named  Edward  De¬ 
rick,  was  apprehended  at  the  Queen’s 
palace,  on  Wednesday  afternoon,  for 
behaving  in  a  riotous  manner,  de¬ 
manding  the  crown  and  fceptre,  & c, 
and  yefterday  he  was  brought  before 
fir  Sampfon  Wright  and  Nicholas 
Bond,  efq.  and  went  under  an  exa¬ 
mination.  He  refufed  anfwering  any 
queftions  put  to  him,  except  that  he 
is  the  foil  of  John  D  rick,  who  lives 
at  Caldecut  in  Chefhire,  where  he 
was  born.  He  appears  to  be  about 
24  years  of  age,  was  meanly  d refled, 
and  feems  infane.  He  was  commit¬ 
ted  to  Tothi  11  -fields  Bridewell. 

13.  Yefterday  Mr.  Bearc.roft  moved 
the  court  of  exchequer  to  relieve  the 
county  of  Effex  from  the  fine  of  3  ?el. 
im poled  upon  the  inhahi.  ants  thereof 
at  the  laid  afiizes  held  at  helmsford, 
bv  the  lord  chief  juftice  Loughbo¬ 
rough.  The  motion  was  grounded 
on  two  affidavits,  made  by  the  keeper 
and  affiftant  of  the  gaol  of  the  faid 
county,  ftating,  “  that  no  informa¬ 
tion  upon  oath,  according  to  their 
knowledge,  had  been  laid  before  the 
faid  judge,  refpedting  any  real  or 
fuppofed  mfffance  in  the  laid  gaols, 


and  that  the  judge,  according  to  the 
bell  of  their  knowledge  and  belief, 
bad  not  taken  any  view  of  the  faid 
gaol  in  his  own  perfon.” 

The  chief  baron  faid,  the  court 
was  not,  in  his  opinion,  competent 
to  order  the  fine  to  be  taken  off,  on 
the  grounds  of  the  affidavits  then 
produced  ;  and  the  record  being 
made  up,  they  could  not  go  into 
the  grounds  thereof,  till  the  queftion 
came  before  the  court  upon  a  gene¬ 
ral  plea.  His  lordfhip  faid,  it  (eemed 
at  this  time  to  be  merely  a  point  of 
honour  between  the  juftices  of  Effex 
and  the  noble  judge  who  impofed 
the  fine,  as  the  wards,  he  underffood, 
were  now  completed  in  the  gaol. 

Mr.  Bearcroft  here  remarked,  that 
he  was  particularly  inftrudfed  to  fay, 
“  that  luch  wards  were  not  eredted 
in  confequence  of  the  impofition  of 
the  fine,” 

Thee  lord  chief  baron  lamented 
that  any  difference  fliould  have 
arifen  between  the  juftices  and  the 
noble  judge,  to.  break  a  link  in  the 
magiftracy  of  the  county.  He  did 
not  fee  that  there  would  be  any  im¬ 
propriety  in  granting  a  rule  to  {hew 
caufe  whv  the  fine  fliould  not  be  edf- 

iar 

charged  ;  but  this,  on  confultation, 
was  over-ruled  bv  the  bench.  His 
lordfhip  then  faid,  in  order  to  give 
time  to  all  parties,  the  court  would 
diredt  a  fufpenfion  of  all  further 
procefs  refpedfing  the  fine  till  next 
term, 

The  fame  day,  the  following  quef¬ 
tion  was  argued  before  the  court  of 
king’s  bench  :  one  of  the  fellers  of 
undamped  lottery  chances  having 
been  fued  for  the  penalty  of  50I.  by 
one  name,  put  in  >ail  by  another, 
and  moved  the  court  to  be  dif- 
charged,  the  plaintiff  not  having, 
brought  his  abHon  in  the  right 
name ;  the  anfwer  was,  that  the 
perfon  arrefted  committed  the  of* 
fence,  and  what  his  name  might  b§ 
(A  4).  vva 
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was  immaterial.  The  court  agree¬ 
ing  with  this  opinion,  the  bail-bond 
was  ordered  to  Hand. 

Mr.  Chambre  having  lately  ap¬ 
plied  for  an  information,  in  the  na¬ 
ture  of  a  quo  warranto,  againfl  Mr. 
Smith,  to  {hew  by  what  authority 
he  exercifes  the  office  of  mayor  of 
Nottingham,  not  having  qualified 
himfelf  by  receiving  the  facrament 

•  •  *  t  o . 

within  the  time  prefcribed  by  law, 
Mr.  Erlkine  appeared  yefierday  to 
fiiew  caufe.  The  learned  counfel 
faid,  that  the  perfon  who  had  ap¬ 
plied  for  this  information  had  him¬ 
felf  confented  to  the  eleftion  of  Mr. 
Smith,  and  therefore  he  ought  not 
to  be  countenanced  in  impeaching 
an  aft  done  by  his  own  concurrence. 
They  obferved,  if  profecutions  were 
to  be  commenced  againfl  every  cor¬ 
porate  officer  who  had  not  received 
the  facrament,  there  would  fcarcelv 
be  a  corporation  left  in  the  kingdom. 

The  court  faid,  the  law  was  clearly 
againfl  the  mayor,  and  therefore  the 
information  mufl  be  granted. 

20.  About  a  quarter  after  eight 
o’clock  on  Thurfday  evening,  a  fire 
was  difcovered  in  a  lath-render’s 
filed,  adjoining  Mr.  Chilcot  and  Mr. 
Adams’s  timber-yards,  in  Pedlar ’s- 
acre,  near  Weflminfler-bridge.  In 
a  few  minutes  after,  it  communicated 
to  the  liable,  workfhop,  and  timber 
flacks  in  Mr.  Chilcot ’s  yard.  Before 
any  water  could  be  procured,  the 
tide  being  out,  its  progrefs  was  fo 
rapid,  affifled  by  the  wind,  as  to 
level  all  that  flood  between  the  Acre 
and  within  a  few  yards  of  the 
Thames.  By  this  time  the  dwell ing- 
houfes  from  Mr.  Chilcot’s  to  the 
foot  of  the  bridge,  next  the  road, 
were  all  in  fiames  backwards.  Very 
little  affiftance  had  been  given,  from 
want  of  water,  until  near  ten  o’clock, 
from  which  time  its  fury  was  checked, 
and  continued  by  degrees  fo  be  ex- 
singuilhcd*  A  number  of  Thefts  of 
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tools  belonging  to  Meffi  Chilcot  and 
Adams’s  journeymen  are  confumed, 
and  two  or  three  of  the  inhabitants 
were  not  infured. — The  bodies  of 
two  men  and  a  boy  were  dug  out  of 
the  ruins  yefierday. 

22.  Edward  Derick  was  yefierday 
re-examined  by  ftr  Sampfon  Wright 
and  Mr.  Bond.  Several  quell  ions 
were  put  to  him,  but  no  direft  an- 
fwers  could  be  obtained.  Among 
other  ravings,  he  declared  he  was 
fent  from  heaven  to  fave  finners 
from  everlafting  punifhment,  and 
he  had  every  appearance  ©f  infanitv. 
He  was  re-committed  to  Tothill- 
fields  Bridewell,  for  further  exa¬ 
mination. 

27.  Derick,  the  maniac,  after  his 
lafl  examination,  was  palled  to  his 
parifh,  at  Wanftead,  in  Efiex,  whence 
he  found  means  to  efcape  ;  and,  on 
Wednefdav  afternoon,  he  went  to 
the  Queen’s  palace,  and  behaved  in 
the  fame  manner  he  had  done  be¬ 
fore,  infilling  upon  feeing  the  king 
and  queen,  to  whom,  he  faid,  he 
had  brought  letters  from  God.  He 
was  apprehended,  and  properly  fe- 
cured  till  he  could  be  delivered  again 
to  the  parifh  officers  of  Wanftead. 

28.  This  month  died  at  Hereford, 
at  the  age  of  105  years,  the  Rev. 
Wrilliam  Davies,  M.  A.  He  was  54. 
years  reftor  of  Staunton  upon  Wye, 
near  Hereford,  and  vicar  of  All 
Saints,  in  the  city  of  Hereford.  Till 
within  a  few  years  of  his  death  he 
retained  his  faculties  in  a  great  de¬ 
gree,  and  was  remarkably  chearful 
and  entertaining  to  his  friends  who 
vifited  him,  though  nearlv  deprived 
of  his  fight. — And,  at  Eeigh,  in 
Lancaftiire,  died  Jane  Monks,  at 
the  great  age  of  10a  years.  She  re¬ 
tained  all  her  faculties  till  within  a 
few  hours  of  her  death  ;  and,  ex¬ 
cept  for  the  iaft  five  years,  earned 
her  own  maintenance  by  winding 
yarn, 
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i.  A  bill  of  indictment  was  found 
by  the  grand  jury  againft  John  Frith, 
for  high  treafon,  in  comparing  the 
life  of  the  king,  by  throwing  a  ftone 
againft  his  coach,  as  he  went  to  the 
parliament  houfe. 

This  afternoon  another  maniac 
went  to  St.  James’s,  where  he  feized 
the  colours  belonging  to  the  firft  re¬ 
giment,  who  were  on  guard,  which 
were  placed  in  the  court-yard  as 
ufual.  The  fentery  who  guarded 
the  colours  not  obferving  him,  he 
made  his  efcape  to  the  whalebone, 
where  he  was  feized  by  another  fen- 
tery,  who  fecured  him  till  he  got 
other  alliftance  ;  the  maniac  imme¬ 
diately  threw  down  the  ftandard, 
when  he  was  taken  into  cuftody  by 
two  of  the  marfhalmen,  who  con¬ 
veyed  him  in  a  coach  to  Bow-ftreet, 
where  he  underwent  an  examination 
before  fir  Sampfion  Wright.  On  fir 
Sampfon’s  aiking  him  his  reafon  for 
taking  away  the  colours,  he  faid  he 
was  a  native  of  the  Ifle  of  Man ; 
that  his  name  was  Thomas  Cannon  ; 
that  he  went  yefterday  to  Kenfing- 
ton,  in  expectation  of  feeing  his  ma- 
jefty  pafs  to  Windfor,  and,  on  his 
return,  he  had  completed  his  point, 
which  he  had  in  view  for  fome  time 
back,  by  throwing  down  the  royal 
ftandard  of  England.  His  reafon, 
he  faid,  he  would  not  give,  unlefs  lie 
was  introduced  to  the  king,  the  prince 
of  Wales,  and  Mr.  Pitt.  .  He  was 
committed  to  Covent  Garden  watch- 
houfe. 

?.  Laft  Wednefday  evening,  mifs 
Grace  Finch,  niece  to  Mr.  Finch, 
tobacconift,  at  Wapping,  took  the 
refolution  of  putting  an  end  to 
her  exiftence,  by  fwallowing  a 
quantity  of  arfenic.  What  renders 
this  moft  remarkable  is,  file  prevailed 
upon  the  fervant-maid  of  Mr.  Hud- 
dy,  a  paftry-cook,  to  accompany  her 


in  the  fatal  refolution.  Thev  took 
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to  the  amount  of  two  ounces  between 
them ;  in  confequence  of  which  mifs 
Finch  ftruggled  with  the  drug  in  vio¬ 
lent.  c.onvulfions  about  three  hours, 
and  then  expired.  The  maid-fef- 
vant  continued  in  a  miierable  ftate 
till  the  next  morning,  when  file  ex¬ 
pired  alfo. 

3.  A  caufe  was  lately  determined 
in  the  court  of  king’s  bench,  of 
fome  importance  to  the  mercantile 
world.  The  queftion  was,  u  Whe¬ 
ther  a  payment  made  in  bank  notes 
can  legally  be  deemed  a  payment 
made  in  money  ?”  The  court  faid, 
that  the  judges  had  not  yet  gone  tu 
the  extent  of  deciding  that  the  ten¬ 
der  of  a  debt  in  bank  notes  was  a 
good  tender,  unlefs  the  party  ac¬ 
cepted  them  as  cafii.  A  payment, 
however,  made  in  bank  notes  might 
certainly  be  deemed  a  payment  made 
in  money,  and  might  be  fo  ftvled  in 
a  deed  or  other  inftrument  by  which 
any  fum  is  ftated  to  be  given  or  paid. 
Bank  notes  were  unqueftlonablycall- 
ed  money,  and  io  confidered  by  the 
world. 

A  caufe  was  likewife  decided  in 
the  court  of  common  pleas  at  Guild¬ 
hall,  which  fully  proves  the  right  of 
a  configner  of  goods  on  rommiffion, 
or  even  ail  actual  vender,  to  flop 
them  in  tranfi'u . — A  gentleman  of 
property  lately  embarked  in  the  wine 
bufinefs,  had  ordered  fixteen  bog¬ 
heads  of  claret  of  a  merchant  at  Bour- 
deaux;  thefe  were  accordingly  {hip¬ 
ped  to  his  addrefs  in  London,  and 
a  bill  of  lading  and  invoice  regu¬ 
larly  tranfmitted  to  him  by  poft. 
The  Bourdeaux  merchant  at  the 
fame  time  fent  an  order  to  his 
agent,  to  enquire  into  the  credit 
of  this  new  houfe  in  London  ;  the 
agent  ordered  the  wine  to  his  own 
ftores,  although  the  vendee  had  paid 
the  cuftom-houfe  duties,  and  was  to 
be  allowed  nine  months  credit.  The 
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Vendee  brought  this  action  in  trover 
for  the  recovery  of  the  wine  ;  but 
•the  court  confidered  it  as  fettled  law, 
that  the  configner  had  a  right  to  flop 
the  goods  in  this  cafe  before  they 
reached  the  confignee,  who  could 
not  claim  them  till  he  had  paid  for 

a 

them  ;  and  he  was  nonfuited. 

4.  On  Sunday  a  fentence  of  ex* 
communication,  decreed  by  the  high 
court  of  delegates,  again  ft  A.  R, 
Bowes,  efq.  for  contumacy,  and  not 
having  paid  the  eupencesof  the  faid 
court,  amounting  to  5  g  ?3.  8s,  6d.  in 
a  caufe  inftituted  by  Mary  Eleanor 
Bowes,  his  wife,  commonly  called 
the  countefs  of  Strathmore,  was  read 
in  the  parifh  church  of  St.  Nicholas 
in  N  ewe  a  file. 

9.  About  nine,  this  evening,  a  fire 
broke  out  at  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Willet, 
oilman,  at  No.  21,  Oxford -ftreet.  It 
raged  with  great  fury,  and,  having 
reached  a  confiderable  quantity  of 
gunpowder,  the  roof  of  the  houfe 
was  torn  a  wav,  with  a  dreadful  ex  - 
plofion.  In  a  fhort  time,  in  come- 
quence  of  a  ftrong  wefterly  wind, 
the  flames  were  communicated  to 
Mr.  Froome’s,  coach-maker,  whole 
houfe  | and  adjoining  warthoufe  were 
aifo  confumed  ;  as  were  a  number 
of  buildings  in  Kan  way -yard.  Two 
dead  bodies  have  been  dug  out  of 
the  ruins.  One  of  the  unfoitunate 
men  was  an  attorney,  and  lived  in 
the  Temple.  Thefe  (hocking  acci¬ 
dents  were  cau fed  bv  part  of  a  houfe 
falling  on  the  above  perlons,  who 
had  imprudently  ventured  too  near 
the  fire,  Mr.  Willet  has  not  been 
heard  of  fince. 

1  3.  Prince  Edward  landed  fafe  at 
Gibraltar,  on  Sunday  the  28th  of 
la  ft  month. 

i  7.  Accounts  are  received  at  the 
Admiralty  of  a  mutiny  on  board 
the  Bounty  armed  fhip,  capt.  Bligh, 
in  the  South  Sea.  This  fhip  failed 
from  England  in  the  autumn  of 


178-,  on  a  voyage  to  the  Society 
Iflands,  for  bread  fruit  trees,  intended 
for  our  Weft  India  fettlements,  in 
which  climate  it  was  the  opinion  of 
fir  Jofeph  Banks  they  might  be  fuc- 
cefsfully  cultivated,  and  prove  a  fuc- 
cedaneum  for  other  provifions  in 
times  of  fcarcity.  The  Bounty  had 
made  good  the  objedf  of  her  voyage, 
fo  far  as  to  have  received  on  board 
a  great  number  of  thefe  trees  in  va- 
rious  ftages  of  growth  ;  and  there 
was  every  profpect  of  their  being 
capable  of  prefervation. 

The  fhip  thus  laden,  quitted  Ota- 
heiie  on  the  4th  of  i\pril  laft,  and 
continuing  her  courfe  in  a  wefterly 
diredion,  loft  fight  of  the  Friendly 
Iflands  on  the  27th  of  that  month, 
and  every  thing  like  good  order  was 
fuppofed  to  prevail  on  board.  Even 
the  mid-watch  was  relieved,  without 
the  leaft  apparent  di border  ;  but,  at 
day-bre  k,  on  the  28th,  the  cabin 
of  captain  Bligh  was  forcibly  entered 
by  the  officer  of  the  watch,  afiifted 
bv  three  others,  who  dragged  him 
inftantly  ofi  the  deck,  menacing  his 
life,  if  he  attempted  to  fpeak.  Flis 
endeavours  to  bring  back  the  con- 
fpirators  to  their  duty  proved  ot  no 
avail.  Each  of  the  defperadoes  was 
armed  with  a  drawn  cutlafs,  or  fixed 
bayonet ;  and  all  their  mufquets 
were  avowed  to  be  charged. 

Captain  Bligh  difeovered,  when 
he  came  upon  deck,  feveral  of  the 
crew,  and  moft  of  the  officers  pi¬ 
nioned  ;  and  while  he  was  thus  con¬ 
templating  their  perilous  ftate,  the 
Blip’s  boat  was  let  over  her  fide, 
and  all  who  were  not  on  the  part 
of  the  confpirators,  to  the  number 
of  eighteen,  befide  the  captain,  were 
committed  to  the  boat,  and  no  other 
nouriihment  afforded  to  them  than 
about  140  pounds  of  bread,  30  pounds 
of  meat,  1  gallon  and  a  half  of  rum, 
a  like  portion  of  wine,  and  a  few 
gallons  of  water,  A  com  pa  ft  and 
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quadrant  were  fecured  by  one  of 
thefe  devoted  victims,  as  he  was 
ftepping  into  the  boat ;  and  the 
mutineers,  after  giving  them  a  cheer, 
flood  away,  as  they  faid,  for  Ota- 
heite. 

The  captain,  in  this  dreadful 
fituation,  found  his  boatfwain, 
carpentei',  gunner,  furgeon’s  mate, 
two  midfhipmen,  and  one  mailer’s 
mate,  with  Mr.  Nelfonthe  botanifl, 
and  a  few  inferior  officers,  among 
thofe  who  were  like! v  to  fliare  his 
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fate.  After  a  fhort  confutation,  it 
was  deemed  expedient  to  put  back 
to  the  Friendly  Iflands  ;  and,  ac¬ 
cordingly,  they  landed  on  one  of 
thefe,  in  hopes  they  might  improve 
their  fmall  flock  of  provifions,  on 
the  30th  of  April ;  but  they  were 
driven  off  by  the  natives  two  days 
after,  and  purfued  with  fuch  hofti- 
lity,  that  one  man  was  killed,  and 
fever al  wounded. 

It  was  then  deliberated  whether 
they  fhould  return  to  Otaheite,  and 
throw  themfelves  on  the  clemency  of 
the  natives  ;  but  the  apprehenfion  of 
falling  in  with  the  Bounty  deter¬ 
mined  them,  with  one  affent,  to 
make  the  heft  of  their  way  to  Ti¬ 
mor.  To  effeCt  this  enterprife,  afto- 
jii  idling  to  relate,  they  calculated  the 
diflance,  near  4000  miles ;  and,  in 
order  that  their  wretched  fupply  of 
provifions  might  endure  till  they 
reached  the  place  of  deflination. 
they  agreed  to  apportion  their  food 
to  one  ounce  of  bread  and  one  gill 
of  water  a  day  for  each  man.  No 
other  nourifhment  did  they  receive 
till  the  qth  or  6th  of  June,  when 
they  made  the  coaft  of  New  Holland, 
and  collected  a  few  fhell-fifh  ;  and 
with  this  fcanty  relief,  they  held  on 
their  courfe  to  Timor,  which  they 
reached  on  the  1 2th,  after  being  46 
days  in  a  crazy  open  boat,  too  con¬ 
fined  in  dimenfions  to  fuffer  any  of 
fhem  to  lie  down  for  repofe,  and 


without  the  leaf!  awning  to  proteCl 
them  from  the  rain,  which  almoft 
inceffantly  fell  for  forty  days.  A 
heavy  fea  and  fqually  weather,  for 
great  part  of  their  courfe,  augment- 
ed  their  mifery. 

The  governor  of  this  fettlement, 
which  belongs  to  the  Dutch,  afforded 
them  every  fuccour.  They  remained 
here  to  recruit  their  flrength  and 
fpirits  till  the  20th  of  Augufl,  when 
they  procured  a  veflel  to  carry  them 
to  Batavia.  They  reached  Batavia 
on  the  2d  of  October,  and  thence 
capt.  Bligh,  and  two  of  the  crew, 
embarked  for  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  and  the  reft  were  preparing 
to  follow  as  foon  as  a  paffage  could 
be  obtained. 

Capt.  Bligh  reached  the  Cape  a* 
bout  the  middle  of  December,  and, 
foon  after  took  his  paffage  for  Eng¬ 
land,  which  he  reached  on  Saturday 
evening,  and  on  Sunday  arrived 
in  London. 

The  leader  of  the  mutineers  is 
named  Fletcher  Chriftian,  a  man 
of  refpe&able  family  and  connec¬ 
tions,  and  a  good  feaman.  He  was 
of  the  rank  of  mailer’s  mate  of  the 
Bounty,  and  ferved  regularly  the 
watch,  from  the  time  the  ihip  failed 
from  England.  The  command  of 
the  Bounty  thus  devolving  upon 
him,  there  was  no  poffibility  of  de¬ 
feating  his  purpofe  ;  as  not  the  leaft 
previous  circumftance  could  be  trac¬ 
ed,  from  the  teili monies  of  the  faith¬ 
ful  part  of  the  crew,  after  they  were 
in  the  boat,  of  a  mutiny  being  on 
foot.  The  mutineers  were  to  the 
number  of  25  ;  and  thofe  who  re^ 
mained  firm  to  their  duty  1 9  ;  con- 
fequently,  had  the  ilighteft  fufpici- 
011  been  entertained  of  the  defign, 
it  might  have  been  eafily  fruilrated, 
as  all  the  principal  officers  remained 
faithful  to  their  commander. 

It  is  conjectured,  that  the  plot 
was  projected  while  capt-  Blffh  was 
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engaged  or  fhore  at  Otabeite  and 
other  iflands,  colleHing  plants  and 
making  charts.  This  officer  holds 
the  rank  of  lieutenant  onlv  in  our 
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navy.  His  merit  pointed  him  out 
to  the  admiralty  as  highly  qualified 
for  this  expedition ;  and  the  dif- 
trefles  he  has  undergone  entitle  him 
to  every  reward.  In  navigating  his 
little  fkiff  through  fo  dangerous  a 
fea,  his  feamanfh  ip  appears  as  match- 
lefsasthe  undertaking  feems  beyond 
the  verge  of  probability. 

Mr.  Nelfon,  the  botanift,  died 
foon  after  the  boat  left  Timor.  This 
/gentleman  went  out  with  hisrmajef- 
ty’s  particular  approval  ;  and  a  fe- 
condary  objedl  of  the  voyage  was  to 
colleft  curious  plants  for  the  Bota¬ 
nic  Garden  at  Kew. 

18.  Intelligence  was  yefterday  re¬ 
ceived  at  the  Eaft  India  Houfe  of 
the  lofs  of  the  Vanfittart  Indiaman. 
The  accident  happened  in  the  Straits 
of  Billoton  in  November  iaft.  The 
fliip  was  on  her  voyage  to  China, 
and  was  directed  to  take  a  different 
courfe  from  the  other  China  fhip. 
She  was  to  keep  to  the  eaftward  of 
the  Straits  of  Banca,  as  it  was  con¬ 
jectured  a  more  fpeedv  and  better 
paffagt;  might  by  this  means  be  ac¬ 
complished.  For  this  purpofe  capt. 
Wilfon.  was  feledted  for  his  great 
nautical  abilities,  to  be  the  comman¬ 
der,  to  whom  no  blame  can  poffibly 
be  attributed.  No  lives  were  loft 
either  among  the  officers  or  fh ip’s 
company.  The  affiftance  they  re¬ 
ceived  from  two  country  fhips  en¬ 
abled  them  to  fave  the  greateft  part 
of  this  filver  the  Vanfittart  had  on 
board.,  and  fome  other  part  of  her 
cargo*. 

19.  On  Monday,  an  experiment 
fh  ae  rology  was  made  at  Portfmouth, 
which  drew  together  the  greateft 
concourfe  of  people  ever  feen  in 
that  place.  Mr.  Murray,  an  emi¬ 
nent  optician  and  man  of  feience, 
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defeended  from  the  church  tower  in 
a  parachute,  and  came  to  the  ground 
without  receiving,  the  fmalleft  inju¬ 
ry.  Mr.  Murray  went  through  the 
whole  procefs  without  the  kail 
e mbarr affine n t  or  fear,  and  when 
elevated  to  the  vaft  height  of  the 
tower,  waved  his  hat,  fainted  the 
multitude,  and  feemed  totally  un- 
difmayed,  though  the  place  on  which 
he  flood  was  fcarcely  nine  inches  in 
diameter. 

20.  A  very  curious  difeovery  in 
natural  hiftory  has  taken  place  at 
Flackwall  lately.  Mr.  Perry,  the 
ftiip-builder,  is  now  planning  and 
making  one  of  the  moft  extenfive 
wet  docks  in  the  kingdom  ;  for 
which  great  undertaking  he  has  ap¬ 
propriated  feven  acres  of  land.  In 
digging  the  ground,  regular  ftrata 
of  fand,  clay,  &c.  have  been  found, 
affording  materials  for  bricks  ;  and 
at  the  depth  of  12  or  14.  feet  from 
the  furface,  under  the  above  ftrata, 
numbers  of  very  large  trees  have 
been  difeovered  ;  and  what  is  moft 
remarkable,  a  hazel  nut  hedge,  with 
confiderable  quantities  of  nuts  as 
they  grew  on  the  trees. 

22.  A  perfon  lately  convidted  at 
the  affizes  for  Hertford  for  the  rob¬ 
bery  of  a  farmer,  was  difeovered  by 
the  fagacity  of  a  dog  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  manner :  the  offender,  fome  time 
after  the  fa£t  was  committed,  being 
at  St.  Alban’s  market,  though  at 
firft  unknown  to  the  farmer,  was 
ftngled  out  among  the  crowd  by  the 
dog,  which  by  barking,  fnarling, 
and  other  offenfive  difpofttiqns,  fo 
much  in  4  ted  the  former,  that  not 
knowing  the  owner  of  the  animal, 
he  told  him  that  he  ought  to  be 
profecuted  for  keeping  fuch  a  dog 
unmuzzled.  This  exciting  the  far¬ 
mer’s  attention,  he  fofar  recollecfted 
the  perfon  of  the  other,  his  drefs, 
&c.  that  he  was  apprehended,  and 
has  been  convicted  of  the  robbery. 

23,  Mrs# 
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23.  Mrs.  Levy  of  Albemarle-ftreet, 
St.  James’s,  has,  at  her  own  foie  ex¬ 
pence,  amounting  to  feveral  thou¬ 
sand  pounds,  ereCted  an  elegant  fy- 
nagogue  in  Broad-court,  Aldgate. 
The  lady,  to  whofe  piety  and  mu¬ 
nificence  the  temple  owes  its  con- 
ftnndion,  is  the  only  furviving  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  late  Mofes  Hart,  efq.  of 
Ifle worth,  Middlefex,  and  relief  of 
Elias  Levy,  efq.  late  of  Richmond, 
in  Surry. 

24.  The  law  fuit  of  Dr.  Farr  and 
the  widow  of  Mr.  Hicks,  of  Ly- 
mington,  refpeCting  the  will  of  the 
late  Mr.  Dale,  adjudged  at  the  late 
Winchefter  afiizes  in  favour  of  the 
former,  but  which  was  to  have  been 
again  tried,  is  amicably  compro- 
mifed.  Mrs.  Hicks  is  to  have  one 
third  of  the  effate,  with  all  the 
flock  and  monies,  &c.  received  fmee 
the  teflator’s  death.  The  other  two 
thirds  to  go  to  Dr.  Farr.  See  -w/. 
x .  p  •  2b. 

25.  Thomas  Connor,  the  maniac, 
who  lately  threw  down  the  ftandard 
at  St.  James’s,  was  afterwards  paffed 
to  his  parifli.  He  made  his  efcape 
from  the  officer  to  whofe  care  he  was 
entrulfed,  but  was  on  Tuefday  ap¬ 
prehended  by  Mr.  t.  lark  the  mef- 
feneer,  and  conduced  to  Bow-ffreet. 
He  was  again  committed  to  Tothill- 
fields  Bridewell,  till  he  could  be 
properly  taken  care  of. 

Warfaxv,  March  6.  Ye  herd  ay  ar¬ 
rived  in  this  city,  a  perfon  from 
Cherfon,  who  brings  gn  account  of 
the  death  of  Mr.  Howard,  fo  well 
known  from  his  travels,  and  plans 
of  reform  of  the  different  prifons 
and  hofpitals  in  Europe.  This  gen¬ 
tleman  fell  a  victim  to  his  humani¬ 
ty  ;  for  having  vitited  a  young  lady 
at  Cherfon,  fick  of  an  epidemic  fe¬ 
ver,  for  the  purpofe  of  adminifter- 
ingfome  medical  affiflance,  he  caught 
the  diftemper  himfelf,  and  uTas  car¬ 
ried  off' in  twelve  days.— -Prince  Po¬ 


temkin,  on  hearing  of  his  illnefs, 
fent  his  phyfician  to  his  relief  from 
Jaffy.  --  Lonch  Gaz, 

The  mention  of  Mr.  Howard’s 
death  in  the  Gazette  is  a  handfome 
mark  of  refpeCt  from  government. 
It  is  the  firfhnftance  of  the  death  of 
a  private  individual  being  given  m 
that  paper. 

27.  Laft  week  a  gentleman  of 
Edinburgh  was  tried  for  fending  a 
challenge.  The  jury  found  him 
guilty,  and  the  court  pronounced 
fentence,  that  he  be  imprifoned  one 
month,  in  the  t  anongateTolbooth, 
and  till  he  finds  bail  for  1000  marks 
to  keep  the  peace  for  a  year. 

The  judges  obferved,  that  this, 
crime  was  feldom  committed*  and 
therefore  they  were  inclfned  in  this 
inffance  to  lenity  ;  but  as  a  warning 
to  the  public  at  large,  they  declared, 
that  if  the  like  fhould  happen  again, 
a  much  heavier  punifhment  would 
be  inflicted  upon  the  offender. 

Lord  Henderland  then  addreffed 
the  pannel  nearly  as  follows : 

c  You  are,  I  am  informed,  con- 
needed  by  relation  with  fome  very 
good  families  in  this  country :  vou 
have  received  an  education  fuited  to 
your  profeffion,  and  have  been  fome 
time  engaged  in  bufmefs.  I  fhali 
therefore  fav  but  a  very  fewT  words 

f  s 

to  you.  You  muff  be  fenfible,  that, 
were  every  man  tobecomethe  aveng¬ 
er  of  his  own  wrongs,  real  or  ima¬ 
ginary,  civil  fpciety  could  not  fub- 
fiff,  and  there  muft  be  an  end  of  all 
order  and  good  government.  You 
have  been  the  more  to  blame,  that 
the  alleged  injuries,  which,  in  your 
information  you  let  up  as  a  defence, 
were  of  that  nature,  that  a  remedy 
iuitable  in  form,  and  adequate  in 
its  effect,  was  provided  for  them. 

i  There  may,  no  doubt,  be  inju¬ 
ries,  which,  from  the  imperfeCtion 
of  our  nature,  human  laws  cannot 
reach  j  but  as  to  thefe,  we  ought 
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fro  obey  the  (Mates  of  our  holy  re¬ 
ligion,  which  enjoins  patience  and 
long  differing,  as  to  which  we  ought 
to  rely  on  that  Supreme  Being, 
who,  we  moil  a  flu  redly  know,  will 
fooner  or  later,  reward  good  and 
pun ifh  evil  actions. 

‘  When  you  return  to  your  line 
of  profedion,  in  which  no  one  (after 
puniiliment)  is  entitled  to  reproach 
you  with  your  crime,  I  hope  your 
future  conduft  will  be  as  much  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  fobernefs  and  proprie¬ 
ty*  as  your  pail,  in  the  inilances  for 
which  you  are  to  buffer  punjfhment, 
has  been  marked  with  irregularity 
and  outrage.’ 

3  i .  This  month  died,  at  her  houfe 
on  Redmond’s-hill,  Dublin,  in  her 
108th  year,  and  in  full  pofleffion  of 
all  her  faculties,  Mrs  Bridget  Seaver, 
relied  of  Jonathan  Seaver,  efq.  late  of 
Treay,  in  the  county  of  Armagh. 

APRIL. 

i.  By  a  letter  from  on  board  the 
General  Goddard  Indiaman,  dated 
Diamond  harbour,  it  is  given  as  a 
fad!,  that  one  of  the  men. employed 
on  (bore,  with  feveral  others,  in  cut¬ 
ting  wood  for  the  flii  p’s  life,  was  feized 
by  a  tiger,  that  fattened  ort  the  back 
part  of  his  head  and  neck,  and  was 
tarrying  him  off,  when  the  unhappy 
man  ftretched  out  his  hand,  and  laid 
hold  of  a  tree,  while  his  companions 
difcharged  their  pieces  at  the  tiger, 
which  obliged  the  beaft  to  quit  the 
man,  but  not  without  taking  with 
him  what  he  held  in  his  paws.  Mr. 
Richie,  the  burgeon  came  fpeedily 
to  the  man’s  abidance  ;  but  it  was 
thought  impoflible  to  fave  his  life. 
Two  other  tigers  made  their  appear¬ 
ance  before  the  wood  cutters  were 
embarked. 

The  Eafl  India  company  have 
prefented  an  Armenian  merchant  at 
Calcutta,  who  celebrated  his  ma- 
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jelly’s  recovery  by  releafing  a  great 
number  of  prifoners  confined  in  the 
gaol  there,  with  the  king’s  pifturp 
fet  round  with  diamonds,  as  a  token 
of  their  acknowledgments  to  him 
for  this  lignal  inftance  of  his  muni¬ 
ficence. 

Calcutta ,  No  Vi  6.  On  Thurfday 
morning  lafl  the  widow  of  a  native, 
named  Kaddoo  Ghofe,  who  died 
at  Sinlay,  near  Calcutta,  afcended 
the  funeral  pile  of  her  hufband, 
with  the  ufual  ceremonies*  Her  re- 
dilution  was  fo  determined,  that* 
previoufly  to  the  cuflomary  prepara¬ 
tions  for  this  fatal  event,  file  diffri- 
butedher  fortune,  confiding  of  feve¬ 
ral  thoufand  rupees,  among  her. fa¬ 
mily  ;  and  the  B  ram  in  priefts  were 
not  forgot  in  the  appropriation.  She 
was  alio  poffeffed  of  feveral  houfes, 
and  a  talook,  or  farm,  which  were 
conveyed  to  her  relations,  together 
with  her  jewels  and  furniture  ;  fo 
that  the  apprehendon  of  poverty 
could  have  no  influence  in  this  facri- 
dce  of  her  life. 

2.  At  Leiceder  afiizes,  a  clergy¬ 
man,  63  years  of  age,  was  convict¬ 
ed  of  felonioufly  folemnizing  a  mar¬ 
riage  in  the  church  of  Frifby,  be¬ 
tween  Charles  Brown  and  Mary 
Yates,  of  Waniip,  without  publi¬ 
cation  of  banns  or  licence  of  marri¬ 
age  fil'd  had  or  obtained,  and  was 
ordered  to  be  tranfported  for  four¬ 
teen  years. 

3.  The  earl  of  Buckinghamfhire 
laid  the  fird  done  of  a  new  opera- 
houfe,  in  the  Haymarket,  on  the 
fite  of  the  old  one,  deftroyed  by  fire, 
on  the  17th  of  June,  1789. 

5.  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds  has  jufl 
received,  by  the  hands  of  the  Ruf¬ 
fian  ambaffador,  a  gold  box  enriched 
with  diamonds,  and  the  emprefs’s 
portrait  in  the  lid  ;  with  thefe  were 
lent  a  letter,  in  her  imperial  majef- 
ty’s  own  hand-writing,  expreflive 


OCCURRENCES. 


179°.] 

of  her  fatisfadlion  on  the  receipt  of 
d  picture  painted  for  her  by  fir 
Jofhua,  and  of  two  lets  of  his  dif- 
courfes  to  the  academy  in  Englifh 
and  French. 

6.  At  the  lad  affizes  at  Warwick, 
a  perfon  was  indibted  for  dealing  a 
horle.  It  was  proved,  that  he  hired 
the  horfe  at  London,  to  go  a  diort 
journey;  that  he  rode  him  to  Bir¬ 
mingham,  and  there  fold  him,  and 
converted  the  money  to  his  own  life. 
Thefe  circumdances  were  fubmitted 
to  the  confideration  of  the  jury,  who 
brought  in  their  verdidt,  “  Guilty 
of  felling  the  horfe.”  The  judge 
told  them,  he  knew  no  law  that 
made  the  felling  a  horfe  a  capital 
Crime ;  and  referred  back  to  the 
charge  in  the  indidlment.  They 
then  laid  their  heads  together  again, 
and,  after  mature  confideration, 
brought  in  their  final  verdidf,  “  Not 
Guilty.” 

1 6.  Yederday  Cannon,  the  ma¬ 
niac,  who  had  efcaped  twice  from 
the  paflmaders,  was  brought  to  the 
public-office,  Bow  dreet,  when  the 
paffinader,  from  whom  he  had  ab- 
fconded,  attended  ;  and  after  being 
reprimanded  by  the  magidrates,  the 
prifoner  was  delivered  to  him  ;  and 
he  was  ordered  to  fee  him  fafely 
conveyed  to  the  Ifie  of  Man. 

Edinburgh ,  April  1 5.  A  letter 
is  received  from  William  Pulteney, 
efq.  who  has  indituted  a  profelfor- 
Ihip  for  agricultuie  in  the  univer- 
fity  there,  that  he  had  fixed,  upon 
Dr.  Andrew  Coventry  to  fill  that 
office. 

Lectures  are  to  be  delivered  an¬ 
nually.  The  fu  bjedts  are  refpedting 
the  nature  of  foils  and  manures, 
the  condrudtion  of  implements  cf 
hulbandry,  the  bed  and  mod  fuccefs- 
ful  known  practices,  the  manner  of 
indituting  experiments  to  afcertain 
the  effedl  of  a  practice  in  any  given 
foil  or  climate3  and  the  bed  manner 
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of  introducing  or  training  Ikilful 
labourers  and  country  artificers, 
where  thefe  may  be  wanting. 

The  patronage  of  this  inditution, 
after  the  de’ceafe  of  the  founder,  is 
veded  jointly  in,  » .  The  judges  of 
the  courts  of  feffi  n  and  exchequer ; . 
2.  The  magidrates  and  town  coun¬ 
cil  of  Edinburgh  ;  3.  The  univer- 
fity  of  Edinburgh.  One  delegate 
from  each  of  thefe  bodies  is  to  meet 
in  a  hall  in  the  univerfity  ;  and  a 
majority  to  determine  the  eiedhon, 
in  cafe  of  a  vacancy. 

A  duel  was  fought  yederday, 
near  this  city.  The  parties  were  fir 
George  Ramfay  and  captain  Macrae : 
the  circumdam  es  are  as  follows  : 

A  fervant  of  fir  George's  keeping  a 
chair  at  the  door  of  the  Edinburgh 
theatre,  was  ordered  by  Captain 
Macrae  to  remove  it ;  on  his  object¬ 
ing,  fome  woids  endued,  and  the 
fracas  concluded  in  captain  Macrae 
c.hadifing  the  fervant  very  feverely* 
Meeting,  the  next  day,  with  fir 
George  Ramfay,  he  infided  on  his 
difmiffing  the  man  from  his  fervice. 
This  was  refufed,  on  the  ground* 
that  whatever  was  the  mifeondudb 
of  the  fervant,  he  had  already  re¬ 
ceived  a  diffident  punifhment. 

A  challenge  was  the  immediate 
confequence  of  this  refufal.  The 
parties  met  onMufielborough  Links; 
fir  George  Ramfay  accompanied  by 
fir  William  Maxwell,  and  captain 
Macrae  by  Mr.  Hay.  The  former 
fired  fird,  but  without  effedt ;  cap¬ 
tain  Macrae  returned  the  fire,  and 
lodged  his  ball  near  the  heart  of  his 
antagonid.  Sir  George  languifhed 
in  much  agony  until  Friday  morn¬ 
ing,  wffien  he  expired.  He  was  a 
gentleman  of  the  mod  amiable  cha- 
radler  and  difpofition,  and  had  but 
lately  married  a  beautiful  young  la¬ 
dy,  the  fider  of  lord  Saltoun. 

Caotain  Macrae  and  his  fecond 
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The  poor  fellow,  on  whofe  account 
this  duel  happened,  no  fooner  heard 
of  his  mailer’s  fate,  than  he  fell  into 
ftrong  convulfiorts,  and  died  in  the 
eourfe  of  a  few  hours. 

17.  A  very  confiderable  reward  is 
offered  for  apprehending  a  perfon, 
who  has  lately  allauited  and  wound¬ 
ed  feveral  ladies  in  different  parts  of 
the  town,  bv  ftabbing  them  with  a 
fharp-poi  nted  inftrument. 

ig.  Lord  Gormanfton  arrived  in 
Dublin  on  Tuefday  laft,  from  Liege 
in  Germany.  He  was  introduced  to 
the  lord  chancellor  as  a  minor  (being 
juft  fourteen  years  of  age),  by  his 
relation,  lord  vifeount  Carhampton. 
This  voung;  nobleman  had  been  clan- 
deftinely  carried  awav  from  Ireland 
to  Liege,  in  order  to  be  bred  up  in 
the  Roman  Catholic  religion.  He 
was  claimed  by  the  Britifh  court  in 
178-;  but  their  interference  was 
ineffcdfual.  See  <voL  ix.  16. 

20.  Mr.  Murray,  whofome  time 
ago  defeended  from  Portfmouth 
church  tower,  in  a  parachute,  on 
Wednefday  came  down  from  the  Bell 
Tower,  of  Chichefter  cathedral,  but 
not  with  the  fame  fuccefs.  When 
about  14  feet  from  the  top,  afudden 
guft  of  wind  laid  this  bold  adventurer 
and  th  e  apparatus  in  a  horizontal  pofi  - 
tion;  when  on  a  level  with  the  gutter 
of  the  cathedral  he  righted,  but  an 
eddv  wind  threw  him  a  fecond  time 
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horizontally,  in  which  fituation  he 
fell  to  the  ground  with  great  force. 
T he  blood  gullied  from  his  ears,  nofe, 
and  mouth,  very  plentifully ;  and 
he  was  carried  to  the  Blue  Anchor 
Inn  without  any  fig  ns  of  life.  Four 
gentlemen  of  the  faculty  inftantly 
went  to  his  affiftance  :  and  in  fome- 
thing  more  than  four  hours,  anima¬ 
tion  returned,  and  in  fix  his  fpeeeh 
was  reftored.  Mr.  Prefcot,  one  of 
the  above  gentlemen,  on  Friday 
pronounced  him  out  of  danger. 


C  I  P  A  L  [April, 

20.  At  thefeflions  held  this  month 
at  the  Old  Bailey,  John  Frith,  who 
threw  a  Hone  at  his  majeftv,  when 
he  went  laft  in  proceifion  to  the 
houfe,  being  put  to  the  bar,  his 
counfel  moved  to  have  the  trial  put 
off  till  the  next  feftion,  which  the  at¬ 
torney-general  readily  affented  to.. 
But  the  prifoner  demanded  that  it 
fhould  inftantly  come  on,  complain¬ 
ed  of  his  detention  as  an  invalion  of 
the  liberty  of  a  Britilli  fubje&,  and 
threatened  to  move  the  houfe  of 
commons  for  redrefs.  On  this,  a 
jury  was  i mparr nelled  to  enquire 
whether  he  was  fit  to  be  tried;  and 
exr.iufive  of  the  evidence  of  feveral 
witneffes,  his  own  wild  and  incohe¬ 
rent  language  at  the  bar,  evi¬ 
dently  demonftrating  his  lunacy,  the 
jury  brought  in  their  verdieft  that  he 
was  infane,  and  he  was  accordingly 
removed  from  the  bar. 

At  this  feffions  alfo,  four  murder¬ 
ers  weie  convicted,  and  executed 
yefterday,  viz.  Stephano  Apologio, 
Antonio  Murrini,  and  Jachinto  Pha- 
raro,  for  the  wilful  murder  of  one 
Joieppe,  an  Italian,  in  a  field  at  Bel- 
font,  near  Staines,  and  robbing  him 
of  a  Roman  Catholic  relic,  a  hat,  &c. 
and  Thomas  Mailers,  for  beating, 
fo  as  to  caufe  her  death,  Mary  Love- 
den,  daughter  of  Elizabeth  Love- 
den,  the  woman  with  whom  he  co¬ 
habited. — The  three  foreigners  were 
bailors,  who  were  travelling  from 
Gofport  to  London  with  the  de- 
ceafed,  who  had  generou Ily  paid  their 
expences  on  the  road. 

2 1 .  A  caufe  of  ferious  confequence 
to  feafaring  people  was  lately  deter¬ 
mined  before  the  lords  of  the  privy- 
council,  on  an  appeal  from  the  Ba¬ 
hama  Iflands.  This  decifion  lays  it 
down,  that  upon  change  of  property 
of  a  velfel,  a  new  regifter  cannot  be 
obtained  for  her  at  any  other  port 
than  that  where  fhe  was  originally 
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registered,  at  or  near  which  the 
fhip’s  owner  or  hufband  ufuallv  re- 
fides ;  and  they  have  alfo  efiablifhed, 
that  a  Britifh  fubjedl,  without  a 
fixed  place  of  refidence,  cannot  be 
the  owner  of  a  veffel  fo  as  to  be  en¬ 
titled  to  regiffer  her  as  a  Britifh  fhip. 

22.  The  following  is  an  account, 
lately  publifhed,  of  the  women  re¬ 
received,  and  discharged  from  the 
firff  inffitution  of  the  Magdalen  hos¬ 
pital  in  1758,  to  the  end  of  the 
year  1 789. 

Reconciled  to  their  friends,  or 

placed  in  Service,  -  1754 

Discharged  at  their  own  defire, 
or  nneaSy  under  reflraint,  3 1 2 
Discharged  for  faults,  or  irre¬ 
gularities,  — -  —  364 

Died  58,  lunatics  43,  —  *03 

Never  returned  from  hdfpitals 

where  they  have  been  Sent 
* 

for  cure,  —  —  52 

In  the  houSe,  December  31, 

1789,  .  —  .  _  4S 

24.  An  adtion  was  tried  at  King- 

lion  aflizes,  brought  by  Mr.  Cur¬ 
ling,  leffee  of  the  parifh  of  St.  Sa¬ 
viour,  Southwark,  againfi  Mr.  Hed¬ 
ger,  of  the  Dog  and  Duck,  for 
errediing  a  market  in  St.  George’s 
Fields,  to  the  prejudice  of  that  in 
the  Borough,  which  had  been  pur- 
chafed  by  the  parifh  from  the  cor¬ 
poration  of  London,  in  1735,  and 
confirmed  to  them  by  two  adfs  28 
and  30  Geo.  II  j  which  provided 
that  no  other  market  or  flails  fhould 
be  erebled  within  1000  yards  of  that 
Secured  by  thofe  adis.  After  hear¬ 
ing  evidence  in  proof  of  the  above 
circum  fiances,  an  objedlion  was 
llarted  to  the  validity  of  Mr.  Cur¬ 
ling’s  leafe.  The  compromise  of  a 
certain  annual  payment  to  the  pa¬ 
rifh  was  offered  by  Mr.  Hedger, 
and  recommended  by  Mr.  juflice 
Gould  ;  on  which  each  of  the  par¬ 
ties  withdrew  a  juror  >  and  a  treaty 
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is  to  be  entered  into,  to  prevent 
further  litigation. 

At  the  fame  afSizes  came  On  to  be 
tried  the  profecution  of  the  city  ma- 
gillrates,  for  granting  a  licence  to 
Air.  Hedger,  in  Surry.  This  was 
to  determine  the  disputes  b .  11 

the  city  and  county,,  as  t.  t;  -  : 
Spedlive  jurisdictions  in  Vufhwark, 
Previous  to  the  '  pedal  jury  being 
Sworn,  the  recorder,  on  be  hah  of 
the  city,  challenged  the  array,  firff, 
on  the  incompetency  of  the  flier  iff 
to  return  the  jury,  or  of  the  jury 
to  try  the  caufe,  as  they  were  irite- 
refled  in  the  queflion  in  difpute  * 
and  laflly,  on  a  defedl  of  jurisdic¬ 
tion  in  the  flleriff  to  exercife  his 
office  in  the  Borough,  which  by  a 
charter  of  Edward  IV.  is  granted 
to  the  city.  At  length,  a  Special 
verdidl  was  agreed  to.be  drawn  lip. 
Hating  all  the  fadls,  and  referring 
them  to  the  determination  of  the 
court  of  king’s  bench. 

26.  The  marfhal  of  the  king’s* 
bench  prifon  having  complained  to 
the  court  of  certain  irregularities, 
which  he  had  not  p4wer  to  reprefs, 
that  court,  in  order  to  prevent  thefe 
irregularities,  has  made  the  follow* 
ing  orders : 

Firff,  that  no  prifoner,  after  the 
firif  day  of  next  Trinity  term,  mall 
have  any  rule,  for  being  abfent  from 
his  confinement,  for  a  longer  fpace 
than  three  days  during  each  term. 

Secondly,  that  the  new  prifon 
(hall  be  within  the  rules  of  the  king’s* 
bench. 

Thirdly,  that  the  rules  fliall  be 
circumfcribed  according  to  the  limits 
mentioned  in  the  order  ;  and  parti* 
cularly,  that  every  public  houfe 
locally  fituated  within  the  rules,  fliall 
beconfidered  as  without  the  rules ; 
fo  that  every  prifoner  who  is  feen  at 
ailv  public  houfe  within  the  rules, 
will  render  the  marfhal  liable  to  an 
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action  for  an  efeape.  The  Dog  and 
Duck,  the  Circti^  and  .  the  other 
places  of  public  entertainment  in 
’that  neighbourhood,  will,  in  con- 
fequence,  be  without  the  rules. 

27.  On  Friday  advice  was  received 
at  the  admiralty,  of  the  arrival  at 
Falmouth,  of  the  Termagant  hoop 
of  war  from  Bona  Vifla,  where  fhe 
had  been  to  protect  the  veffels  that 
have  been  fent  to  recover  the  filver 
from  the  wreck  of  the  Hartwell  Eaft 
Indiaman.  The  7'ermagant  has 
taken  one  of  the  pirate  veffels,  which 
had  been  Hilling  on  the  wreck,  and 
has  brought  home  dollars  to  the 
amount  of  upwards  of  ico,oool. 
laved  from  the  Hartwell. 

Paris,  April ,  19.  On  the  21ft  of 
March,  the  new  church  of  the  re¬ 
formed  fedl,  or  calvinifts,  at  Straf- 
burgh,  being  the  fir  ft  ever  built  in 
that  city,  was  confecrated.  The 
ceremony  was  very  interefting. — 
The  magiftracy,  ftaff-officers  of  the 
garrifon,  the  clergy  of  three  diffe¬ 
rent  feris,  catholics,  lutherans,  arid 
calvinifls,  were  all  affembled  toge¬ 
ther  in  it.  In  the  midftof  the  fer- 
mon,  the  magiftrates  of  the  three 
different  opinions,  moved  by  the 
difcourfe  of  the  preacher,  arole  and 
embraced  each  other;  the  people 
did  the  fame,  and  all  (wore  aloud  an 
eternal  friendihip  with  each  other; 
in  fine,  the  whole  was  fo  moving 
that  no  one  could  refrain  from  tears. 
*~~*LoncL  Ga%, 

28.  By  the  Middlefex  Eaft  India- 
man, arrived  off  Falmouth,  advice  was 
received  yelferday,  that  the  Guar¬ 
dian  man  of  war,  lieut,  Riou,  com¬ 
mander,  on  her  voyage  to  New 
South  Wales,  had  ftruck  on  an 
ifiand  of  ice,  on  the  23d  of  De¬ 
cember  laft :  that  every  attempt  to 
fave  the  lliip  being  deemed  imprac¬ 
ticable,  on  Chriflmasdav,  the  great- 
eft  part  of  the  crew  left  the  lb  ip ; 
but  that  he  himfelf,  notwitkfhnd- 
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ing  the  entreaties  of  his  officers,  per- 
fifted  in  remaining  on  board  to  the 
laft ;  and  that  there  was  no  doubt 
but  that  this  gallant  man  had  fallen 
a  facrifice  to  too  nice  a  fenfe  of  du¬ 
ty.  One  of  the  four  boats  in  which 
were  the  rev.  Mr.  Crowther,  the 
chaplain;  Mr.  Richard  Farquhar- 
fon,  the  purfer  ;  Mr.  Thomas  Cle¬ 
ments.  the  mailer  ;  Mr.  Wadman, 
mailer’s  mate ;  Mr.  Sommerville, 
the  gunner  ;  Mr.  Trimlett,  one  of 
the  midfliipmen,  and  fix  feamen,  ten 
davs  after  fhe  left  the  Guardian, 
met  with  a  French  merchantman, 
80  leagues  from  Cape  Natal,  who 
carried  them  into  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  ;  whence  they  were  conveyed 
to  St.  Helena  in  a  French  frigate. 
There  is  great  reafon  to  fear  the 
other  three  boats  were  loft. 

29.  Late  yefterday  evening  was 
received  the  happy  intelligence  of 
the  fafe  arrival  of  the  Guardian 
man  of  war  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  after  one  of  the  moft  mira¬ 
culous  efcapes  ever  remembered. 

The  news  was  brought  to  the  ad¬ 
miralty,  by  the  mailer  of  a  fifhing 
veficl  lying  of  Dungennefs,  who  had 
been  hailed  by  the  captain  of  a 
Dutch  packet  from  the  Cape,  paffmg 
through  the  channel,  who  had  given 
him  a  letter  from  leutenant  Riou, 
at  the  Cape,  to  be  forwarded  to  the 
admiralty,  which  letter  contained 
the  particulars  of  the  efeape. 

The  Guardian  had  had  a  moft  fa¬ 
vourable  pafiage  to  the  day  on  which 
Hie  met  with  the  accident, having  been 
only  three  months  from  Portfmouth 
to  the  time  of  her  leaving  the  Cape.  , 

She  had  proceeded  thence  towards 
Botany  Bay,  as  far  as  latitude  44 
fouth,  long.  41  ieaft,  when,  on  the 
night  of  the  13th  day  of  her  depar¬ 
ture  from  the  Cape,  fhe  ftruck  on 
an  ifiand  of  ice,  the  bafe  of  which 
projected  under  water,  confiderably 
beyond  the  limits  of  the  vifible  part, 
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4md  flruck  the  bow  of  the  fhip : 
file  inftantly  fwung  round,  and  her 
head  cleared  ;  but  her  ftern  coming- 
on  the  Ihoal,  firuck  repeatedly,  and 
the  fea  being  very  heavy,  her  rud¬ 
der  broke  awav,  and  all.  her  works 
abaft  were  fliivered.  The  {hip  in 
this  fituation  became  embayed,  as 
it  were,  under  the  terrific  bulk  of 
ice.  The  height  was  twice  that  of 
the  mainmaft  of  a  {hip  of  the  line* 
The  prominent  head  of  the  ice  was 
every  moment  expedited  to  break 
away,  and  overwhelm  the  fhip.  At 
length,  after  every  practicable  ex¬ 
ertion,  fhe  was  got  off  the  fhoal, 
but  with  feet  water  in  her  hold. 
The  ifiand  of  ice  was  only  difcOver- 
ed  one  minute  and  a  half  before  the 
fhip  {truck  on  it*  By  the  exertions 
of  the  crew  in  {topping  the  leak 
With  oakum  and  canvafs,  the  water 
Was  reduced  to  two  feet,  in  the  collide 
of  the  next  day  ;  and  great  hopes 
Were  entertained  of  faving  the  fhip ; 
but  the  gale  of  wind  increafing,  the 
{top page  of  the  leak  gave  way,  and 
the  water  poured  in  again  rapidly, 
the  leak  increafing  to  near  ten  feet. 

The  {hip  being  difcovered  to  be 
{trained  in  all  her  works,  and  the  fea 
running  high,  every  endeavour  to 
check  the  progrefs  of  a  particular 
leak  proved  ineffe&ual.  An  imme¬ 
diate  projeCt  was  fixed  on  to  lighten 
the  {hip,  and  the  cows,  horfes, 
llieepj  and  all  the  other  live  Itock, 
for  the  colony,  Were,  with  the  fod¬ 
der,  committed  to  the  deep. 

The  only  chance  of  fafety  now 
appeared  in  taking  to  the  boats. 
On  the  morning  of  the  25th,  there¬ 
fore,  the  boats  belonging  to  the  fhip 
Were  hoifted  out,  being  previoufly 
riggedand  provifioned,  and  part  of 
the  crew  left  her,  as  has  been  men¬ 
tioned. 

In  this  hopelefs  ftate  the  {hip  con¬ 
tinued  for  fome  days,  without  a  rud¬ 
der,  and  wholly  unmanageable  j  but 


the  application  to  reduce  the  water 
in  her  hold  was  refumed,  whenever 
the  weary  remainder  of  the  crew 
felt  the  return  of  ftrength  :  aiid  thus 
was  the  Guardian  kept  afloat,  till  a 
Dutch  packet-boat  from  Batavia, 
providentially  fleering  a  high  fouth- 
erlv  latitude,  fell  in  with  her,  and 
affording  her  aid  of  men  and  mate¬ 
rials,  enabled  her  to  make  her  way- 
back  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
and  kept  her  company  during  her 
courfe.  The  Guardian  was  full 
400  leagues  from  the  Cape  When  fhe 
fell  in  with  the  ifland  of  ice. 

The  crew  confided  of  123  perfons, 
of  Whom  23  wer.e,conviCls.  It  was 
at  captain  R  ion’s  exprefs  permiffion, 
that  any  of  the  boats  left  the  fhip, 
and  the  captain  had  rather  advifed 
the  meafure,  wiftiing  to  fave  as  ma< 
ny  lives  as  he  could,  confidering  ail 
attempts  to  fave  the  {hip  fruitiefs, 
though  he  had  himfelf,  from  the  firfi 
moment,  refolved  to  perifli  in  her  : 
90  of  the  crew  remained  by  her, 
and  returned  fafeto  the  Cape. 

The  Guardian  was  eight  weeks 
to  a  dav  making  the  courfe  of  fome- 
thing  lefs  than  400  leagues,  and  in 
that  time  the  crew  were  fcarcely  dry 
for  an  hour  together.  An  awning 
of  fail-cloth  was  extended  over  part 
of  the  quarter-deck  to  afford  occa- 
fionai  reft  to  the  men  in  their  ftiort 
refpltes  from  duty. 

The  following  are  authentic  co¬ 
pies  of  captain  RiOu’s  letters  to  th$ 

fecretary  of  the  admiralty : 

\ 

4  H.  M.  S.  Guardian,  Dec.  25,1789* 

4  If  any  part  of  the  officers  or  crew 
of  the  Guardian  ftiould  ever  lurvive 
to  get  home,  I  have  Only  to  fay. 
their  cohdu£t  after  the  fatal  ftroke 
againft  an  ifiand  of  ice,  was  ad¬ 
mirable  and  wonderful  in  every 
thing  that  relates  to  them  duties, 
confidered  either  as  private  men  or 
in  his  majefty’s  fervice. 
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4  As  there  feems  to  be  no  Doffibi- 

r 

lity  of  my  remaining  many  hours 
in  this  world,  I  beg;  leave  to  recom- 
mend  to  the  conftderation  of  the  ad¬ 
miralty,  a  lifter,  who,  if  my  conduct 
or  fervicesfliould  be  found  deferving 
any  memory,  their  favour  might  be 
fbewn  to,  together  with  a  widowed 
mother.  I  am,  fir,  remaining  with 
great  refpedf,  your  ever  obedient 
fervant, 

6  E„  Riouft 

4  Sir,  Table  Bay,  Feb.  22, 1790. 

6  I  hope  this  letter  will  reach  you 
before  any  account  can  be  given  of 
the  lofs  of  his  majefty’s  fhip  Guar¬ 
dian.  If  it  ftiould,  I  am  to  beg  you 
will  make  known  to  their  lordftiips, 
that  on  the  23d  of  December  the 
fillip  ftruck  on  an  ifiand  of  ice,  and 
that  on  the  23th,  all  hope  of  her 
fafety  being  banifhed,  I  confented 
to  as  many  of  the  officers  and  people 
to  take  to  the  boat3  as  thought  pro¬ 
per.  But  it  pleafed  Almighty  God 
to  affift  my  endeavours  with  the  re¬ 
maining  part  of  the  crew,  to  arrive 
with  his  majefty’s  fhip  in  this  bay 
yefterday.  A  Dutch  packet  is  now 
under  fail  for  Europe,  which  pre¬ 
vents  me  from  giving  any  further 
particulars,  efpecially  as  at  this  in- 
ftant  I  find  it  more  neceftary  than 
ever  to  exert  myfelf  to  prefer ve  the 
thip  from  linking  at  her  anchors. 
1  am,  fir,  molt  refpefitfu  1  ly ,  ever 
your  obedient  fervant, 

4  Riouft 

M  AY. 

i-  In  the  court  of  king’s  bench, 
George  Franklin,  a  lieutenant  in  the 
marines,  for  fending  a  challenge  to 
1  his  fuperior  officer,  was  fenteneed  to 
a  twd  vemonth’s  imprifonment  in 
the  king’s  bench  prifon,  and  to  find 
fureties  for  keeping  the  peace  for 
two  years,  himfelf  in  tool,  and  his 
two  iureties  in  jqI.  each. 


[May* 

3.  James  Chapman  was  brought 
from  Newgate  to  the  court  of  king’s: 
bench,  to  receive  judgment  for  the 
confpiracy  in  carrying  off  the  conn- 
tefs  of  Strathmore. — He  was  fen- 
tenced  to  be  imprifoned  in  Newgate 
for  the  term  of  two  years,  and  during 
that  time  to  Hand  once  in  the  pillory 
at  Chari ng-crofs. 

7.  By  a  bill  paffed  this  feflyony 
the  fettlement  of  Botany  Bay  may 
be  made  ufeful  in  cafe  of  a  rupture. 
The  governor  is  empowered  to  re¬ 
mit  the  remaining  term  of  the  fen- 
tence  of  fuch  perfons  as  (hall  behave 
well.  Under  this  act  he  may  there¬ 
fore  embark  a  number  of  them  on 
board  king’s- ill ips,  and  make  them 
aft  as  foldiers  on  any  adventure. 
At  the  fame  time  this  gives  thefe 
unhappy  men  art  incentive  to  be¬ 
have  well. 

12.  The  parliament  diftblved  by 
proclamation. 

17.  Yefterday  morning,  between 
twelve  and  one  o’clock,  a  dreadful 
fire  broke  out  at  the  laft  houfe  in 
Cock -court,  Long-lane,  which  com¬ 
municated  inftantlv  to  the  ftables 
belonging  to  the  red-lion  inn,  and 
confumed  a  meat  Dart  of  the  fame* 

O7  i-  ' 

with  the  whole  of  the  premifes  in  Al- 
derfgate-ftreet,  belonging  to  Meffrs.- 
Hanfom,  attorney ;  Hayes,  dyer ; 
Gilding,  cabinet-maker,  and  all  his 
warehoufes ;  with  the  houfesof  Meff. 
Berry,  pawnbroker ;  T aylor,  watch¬ 
maker  ;  the  nag’s-head  public-houfe  ; 
and  part  of  the  butcher’s  ftiop,  the 
corner  of  Long-lane,  with  fundry 
fmall  houfes  in  the  fame  lane,  and 
all  the  furniture,  ftock  in  trade,  and 
other  valuable  effefifs  of  the  different 
occupiers,  to  the  amount,  it  is  faid* 
of  not  lefs  than  30,000k  with  part 
of  the  ftock  of  Mr,  Aldridge,  tim¬ 
ber-merchant,  in  Long-lane.  For¬ 
tunately  no  lives  were  loft. 

24.  This  day,  although  Whit- 
Mondav,  the  ftock  exchange  was? 

opened  3 
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opened ;  a  circumftance  that  was 
never  remembered  by  the  oldeffi 
flock-broker  in  London. 

25.  Yefterday  morning  the  pnrfer 
of  the  General  Goddard,  captain 
Foxal,  from  Bengal,  arrived  at  the 
India-houfe  with  the  difagreeable 
news,  that  on  Sunday  morning,  at 
two  o’clock,  that  fhip  unfortunately 
ran  aground. near  Brifon,  at  the  back 
■of  the  Ide  of  Wight.  The  paffien- 
gers  were  all  fafely  landed.  The 
cargo,  it  is  thought,  may  be  faved, 
but  the  hulk  is  fuppofed  to  be  irre¬ 
coverably  loft. 

The  purfer  of  the  Nottingham 
came  on  Sunday  to  the  India-houfe 
with  advice  of  the  fafe  arrival  of  that 
Blip  from  China  off  Dover.  Capt. 
Anderfon  had  no  fboner  fent  his 
purfer  on  {here  with  the  company’s 
tii  {patches,,  than  he  threw  himfelf 
out  of  his  cabin  window,  and  was 
inflantiy  drowned.  A  difagreement 
with  his  officers  is  reported  to  have 
been  the  occahon. 

27.  On  Wednefday  the  12th  infL 
a  caufe  was  finally  determined  by 
the  lord  chancellor,  in  favour  of  the 
heir  at  law  of  Richard  Ruffiel,  late 
of  Bermondfey-ftreet,  efq,.  deceafed ; 
whereby  the  heir  will  be  ultimately 
.entitled  to  the  produce  of  all  his 
freehold  eflates,  amounting  to  near 
50CI.  per  annum,  fubjeft  to  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  2000L  to  eredl  hie  monu¬ 
ment,  and  a  few  other  legacies.  But 
the  rents  of  the  eflates  received  by 
his  executors  fmee  his  death  will  go 
towards  the  diminution  thereof.  1  he 
above,  and  what  the  relations  have 
recovered,  together  with  the  cofls, 
will  much  diminifh  the  refidue  given 
by  the  will  to  the  Afylum. 

31.  This  month  died,  aged  1 1 
Anthony  Noble,  gardener  to  Henry 
Sevan,  efq.  of  Milltown,  in  Ireland. 
'He  worked  in  his  garden  till  within 
five  or  fix  days  of  his  death. — At 
JCingfwood,  near  Bath,  aged  ioi. 
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Mary  Rofei  She  never  knew  a  day's 
illnefs'in  her  life,  and  was  out  ga¬ 
thering  herbs  two  hours  before  her 
death. 

JUNE. 

7.  On  Saturday  two  of  the  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  Bounty,  who  were  left 
by  lieut.  Bligh  at  Batavia,  to  fol¬ 
low  him  to  the  Cape,  and  thence  to 
England,  arrived  at  the  Admiralty. 
They  made  their  paffiage  home  in  a 
Dutch  fhip,  and  bring  the  unpleafmg 
intelligence,  that  moil  of  the  hands, 
who  endured  fo  much  hardffiip  in 
an  open  boat,  through  the  Pacifick 
Ocean,  were  fo  exhaufled,  that  it 
was  feared  nature  would  never  be 
recruited  in  them.  Four  of  the  un¬ 
fortunate  fufferers,  among!!  whom 
was  Mr.  Elphinflone,  the  mailer’s 
mate,  are  dead,  and  all  the  reil 
were  left  in  a  very  languifliing  date, 
and  unable  to  take  their  paffiage  to 
Europe.  The  officers  who  are  ar¬ 
rived  are  Mr.  Hallet  and  Mr.  Hay¬ 
ward,  midfhipman  and  mate ;  two 
feamen  were  alfo  fo  well  as  to  em¬ 
bark  with  them,  and  reached  Eng¬ 
land  in  good  health. 

A  new  military  regulation  took 
place  on  the  19  th  of  lail  September, 
which  brings  the  king’s  and  compa¬ 
ny’s  officers  in  India  on  a  level.  The 

J 

only  diffinftion  now  is,  that  thofe 
who  bear  the  king’s  cornmiffions  of 
correfponding  dates  take  rank  of  the 
company’s  officers,  but  in  no  other 
refpefl. 

The  proceflion  of  the  nabob  from 
Chitpore  to  Calcutta,  in  order  to 
pay  his  compliments  to  earl  Corn¬ 
wallis,  on  his  arrival  in  India,  is 
worthy  of  defeription,  as  it  gives  an 
idea  of  the  flyle  of  magnificence  of 
eaffiern  princes. 

Seven  elephants  of  the  firfl  mag¬ 
nitude  were  led  by  their  keepers,  in 
like  manner  as  our  fumpter  horifes  ; 
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heated  on  the  back  of  one  of  which, 
On  a  throne  of  indeferibabje  fpien- 
donr,  was  the  nabob,  with  a  man 
behind  him  holding  a  fuperb  fan, 
in  the  very  a<R  of  coile.dting  the 
breezes  in  his  fervice. 

The  throne  was  compofed  of  gold, 
pearls,  and  brilliants ;  and  the  na¬ 
bob's  drefs  was  worthy  a  foverelgn  : 
nor  was  ever  animal  more  grandly 
.capai  ifoned  than  the  no  lefs  honour¬ 
ed  than  exulting  animal  on  which 
Jae  rode. 

His  Rate  palanquin  followed.  Four 
pillars  of  rnafty  filvt.r  fupported  the 
fop,  which  was  adhtally  encrufted 
with  pearls  and  diamonds  ;  and,  in- 
Read  of  verandas,  fine  gjafs  plates  on 
every  fide,  as  well  as  the  back  and 
front,  to  fhew  his  might inefs’s  per- 
|pn  to  the  greatefl  advantage. 

Arrived  at  the  entrance  of  the 
governor’s  houfe,  down  knelt  the 
half-reafoning  animal  for  his  illuftri- 
pus  mailer  to  alight,  who  proceeded 
with  an  immenfe  retinue  dreffied  all 
in  new  turbans  and  uniforms,  to  a 
breakfaft  that  had  been  prepared 
for  this  princely  guefl. 

1 2.  Aqueftion  of  great  importance 
was  determined  in  the  court  of  king’s 
bench.  It  was,  “  Whether  an  arreft 
can  be  legally  made  within  the  verge 
pf  the  palace  at  Weftminfter,  with¬ 
out  leave  of  the  board  of  green- 
plot  h.,? 

Mr.  Eail  produced  innumerable 
authorities  to  prove,  than  this  privi¬ 
lege  was  as  old  as  the  monarchy  of 
England,  and  was. a  part  of  the  com¬ 
mon  *law  of  the  land.  If  was  a  pre¬ 
rogative  belonging  to  the  king  ,  and 
fo  make  arrefts  within  this  ancient 
liberty,  was  an  infringement  of  the 
prerogative  5  and,  though  the  a  r  re  if 
it  fell  was  legal,,  the  perfon  who  made 
it,  committed  a  contempt  upon  the 
crown,  and  was  liable  to  a  profecu  • 
tion  by  indi&ment. 

*  ’  ^Vfter  Wood  was  heard  on 


the  other  fide,  the  court  faid,  that 
the  crown  had  difpenfed  with  the 
privilege  in  queftion,  by  the  act 
which  eflablifhed  the  palace-court, 
and  that  the  board  of  green  cloth 
was  intended  only  to  be  applied  to 
for  leave  to  arreft,  when  the  de¬ 
fendant  was  a  fervant  of  the  king’s 
houfhold ;  that  board  being  infti- 
tuted  for  the  purpofe  of  taking  care 
of  his  majefty’s  houfhold.  An  arreft 
therefore  might  be  made  within  the 
palace-court,  and  no  indidtment  could 
be  maintained  againfc  the  officer  for 
making  it. 

16.  The  election  for  Weftminfter 
commenced  on  the  huftings  at  Co- 
vept  Garden,  when  lord  Hood  and 
Mr.  Fox  appeared,  and  were  nomi¬ 
nated  by  their  refpeclive  friends. 
After  this  Mr.  John  Horne  Tooke 
addreffied  the  crowd,  and  inveighed 
againft  a  fuppofed  compromife  which 
had  taken  place  between  the  two 
other  candidate^,  and  which  he  called 
a  fhameful  coalition ;  and,  therefore, 
to  give  the  electors  an  opportunity 
to  affiert  their  independence,  and  not 
to  be  bartered  away  by  minifterial 
influence,  or  the  man  of  tranfeendent 
abilities,  he  faid  he  fhould  conclude 
by  nominating  himfelf  as  a  candi¬ 
date  ;  and,  although  he  had  not  a 
fortune  to  combat  againft  thofe  who 
could  fpend  40,0  >ol.  ppon  inch  an 
occafion,  he  would  ehearfuljy  pay 
all  fair  expences  attending  the  poll 
(which  he  pledged  himfelf  to  keep 
open  till  the  laft  hour),  and  even 
thofe  of  a  petition,  if  neceffiary. 

Lord  Hood  denied  having  formed 
any  coalition,  and  declared,  that  he 
miicited  no  vote  for  any  perfon  but 
himfelf. 

Mr.  Fox  challenged  any  rnan  to 
produce  a  tingle  inftanpe  in  which 
he  had  not,  to  the  utmoft  of  his 
power,  fupported  the  rights  of  the 
people  in  general,  and  the  interefts 
of  the  citizens  of  Weftminfter  in 
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particular,  Unce  he  was  firft  ho¬ 
noured  with  their  choice.  On  thefe 
grounds  he  once  more  folicited  their 
favour,  without  having  formed  any 
coalition,  and  without  prefuming  to 
afk  any  man  who  might  be  difpofed 
to  vote  for  him,  for  whom  he  meant 
to  vote  beftde. 

At  twelve  o’clock  the  poll  com¬ 
menced,  which  continued  till  leven, 
when  the  numbers  appeared  for 

Mr.  Fox  -  -  294. 

Lord  Flood  90 

Mr.  Tooke  -  -  22 

17.  A  comnaon-hall  was  held  for 
the  election  of  four  citizens  of  Lon¬ 
don  as  reprefentati  ves  in  parliament. 
On  the  fhew  of  hands,  the  fheriffs  de¬ 
clared  aldermen  Lewes,  Watfon,  and 
Curtis,  to  have  a  clear  majority,  but 
were  undecided  with  refpedf  to  aider- 
men  Sawhridge  and  Newnham,  who 
were  therefore  put  up  a  fecond  time, 
when  the  former  appearing  to  have 
the  largeff  fhew,  he  was  alfo  nomi¬ 
nated.  But  a  poll  being  demanded 
for  Mr.  Newnham,  and  the  lord- 
mayor,  it  immediately  commenced, 
and  at  the  conclufion  for  that  day 
the  numbers  were,  alderman  Curtis 
179,  Watfon  160,  Sawbridge  148, 
Lewes  144,  Newnham  120,  Lord- 
mayor  53. 

19.  An  advertifement  appeared 
fome  time  ago,  offering  a  confider- 
able  reward  for  apprehending  a 
perfon,  charged  with  having  cruelly 
wounded  feveral  ladies,  and  deno¬ 
minated,  in  collide,  the  Monftcr. — 
A  perfon,  named  Rhynwick  Wil¬ 
liams,  having  been  feen  by  one  of 
thofe  ladies  in  St.  James’s  Park,  and 
charged  by  her  with  being  the  per¬ 
fon  that  wounded  her,  was  accord¬ 
ingly  apprehended,  and,  after  feve¬ 
ral  examinations  at  the  public  office 
at  Bow-ffreet,  being  pofitively  fworn 
to  by  other  ladies,  was  committed 
to  take  his  trial. 
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20.  Mr.  Jekyll  moved  the  court 
of  king’s  bench,  that  Andrew  Robin- 
fon  Bowes,  efq.  might  ftand  charged 
with  a  writ  of  excommunication  for’ 
not  paying  the  cofts  incurred  in  the 
{hit  between  thefe  parties  in  the 
foiritual  court.  Mr.  Bowes  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  brought  into  court,  when 
the  proper  officer  acquainted  him 
with  the  tenor  of  the  writ.  The 
confequence  of  this  procefs  is,  that 
Mr.  Bowes  cannot  be  releafed  from 
prifon  till  thefe  cofts  are  paid. 

The  recorder  of  London  prayed 
the  judgment  of  the  court  upon  a 
tradefman,  for  fending  a  libellous 
letter  to  the  lord-mayor,  charging 
him  with  corruption  in  his  office  as 
chief  magiftrate.  The  letter,  among 
other  grofs  things,  charged  his  lord- 
fhip  with  being  capable  of  facrificing 
even  the  appearance  of  juftice  to  in¬ 
fluence  a  vote,  or  pocket  a  fine.  The 
defendant  having  buffered  judgment 
to  go  by  default,  and  tendered  ai> 
apology,  the  lord-mayor  inftiuhted 
his  cpunfel  not  to  prefs  for  punifti- 
ment.  The  court  fentenced  the  de¬ 
fendant  to  pay  a  fine  of  Tool,  and 
to  be  imprifoned  in  the  king’s 
bench  prifon  for  three  months. 

The  court  gave  judgment  upon  a 
queftion  referved  for  their  confidera? 
lion — Whether  ail  wagers  by  the 
14th  Geo.  III.  were  not  void  as 
gaming  contracts,  and  being  con-? 
trary  to  the  policy  of  the  law.— 
Lord  Kenyon,  and  Mr.  juftice  Afh- 
hurft  and  Grofe  were  of  an  opinion 
that  the  law  had  not  declared  all 
wagers  illegal,  however  deftrable  fuch 
a  law  might  be.  Wagers  that  led  to 
a  breach  of  the  pence,  to  immorality, 
the  injury  of  a  third  perfon,  or  that 
had  a  libellous  tendency,  t*?ere  void  ; 
but  fome  wagers  between  indifferent 
people  were  certainly  legal  both  by 
the  common  law  and  by  ftatuSe.  Mr* 
juftice  Buller  differed  from  the  reft 
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of  the  court,  and  {fated  his  reafons 
at  large. 

23.  Andrew  Robinfon  Bowes,  efq. 
was  brought  into  the  court  of  King’s- 
bench,  from  the  prifon  by  Habeas 
Corpus,  and  was  charged  in  execu¬ 
tion  with  the  civil  procefs  for  coils 
incurred  in  the  ecclefiaftical  court, 
in  a  cafe  with  ladv  Strathmore. 

J 

24.  The  poll  for  the  city  finally 
doled,  when  the  numbers,  were  for 

Mr.  alderman  Curtis  —  4346 
Mr.  alderman  W atfon  —  4101 
Alderman  fir  Watkin Lewes  3747 
Mr.  alderman  Sawbridge  3686 

Mr.  alderman  Newnham  2670 

The  lord-mayor  —  1064 

A  common  hall  was  then  held  for 
the  eledion  of  the  annual  citv  offi- 
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cers  ;  when  Mr.  alderman  Macauley 
and  Richard  Carr  Glyn,  efq.  were 
eleded  Iheriffs.  On  the  nomination 
of  Mr.  alderman  Wilkes  as  Cham¬ 
berlain,  unexpected  marks  of  dif- 
approbation  arofe,  at  the  fame  time 
that  there  was  a  great  fhow  of  hands 
in  his  favour ;  and  Mr.  alderman 
Clarke  being  nominated,  a’very  re- 
fpedable  fliew  of  hands  appeared 
alfo  for  him.  However,  that  gen¬ 
tleman  with  great  politenefs,  declined 
the  poll,  declaring  that  he  did  not 
know  any  circumftance  that  ihould 
induce  the  livery  to  fetMr.  Wilkes 
slide ;  but  th- 1  whenever  a  vacancy 
happened  he  would  certainly  folicit 
their  fupport. 

2s.  This  day  an  adion  was 
brought  by  Mr.  Norris  againfl  Mr. 
Goodman,  a  baker,  in  Coventry- 
ftreet,  for  not  keeping  the  iron  plate 
which  covers  the  mouth  of  the  coah 
hole  in  the  ftreet,  in  repair,  where¬ 
by  the  plain  iff  fell  down  and  broke 
his  thigh.  It  appeared  that  a  fmall 
part  of  the  iron  plate  wras  worn  away, 
and  that  as  the  piaiatiff  was  walking 
along,  his  foot  caught  in  the  hole, 
by  which  means  he  was  thrown  down 
and  broke  his  thigh.  |t  was  proved 


the  furgeon’s  bill  amounted  to  20 
guineas.  The  jury  found  a  verdid 
for  the  plaintiff  with  40I.  damages 
Another  adion  was  brought  by  a 
native  of  Madagafcar,  againfl  Mr, 
Tennant,  his  m after,  who  had  pur- 
chafed  him  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  while 
refident  burgeon  of  Bombay,  and 
had  educated  and  cloathed  him  for 
feveral  years ;  but  had  never  paid 
him  any  wages.  On  their  arrival 
in  England,  the  plaintiff  aded  in 
the  capacity  of  fervant  to  his  m af¬ 
ter,  hut  on  fome  quarrel  happening 
between  them,  he  quitted  his  fer- 
vice,  and  applying  to  an  attorney, 
was  advifed  to  bring  the  prefent  acti¬ 
on  to  recover  wages  equivalent  to  the 
fervices  he  had  performed. — It  was 
admitted  on  all  fides,  that  the  mo¬ 
ment  a  Have  fets  his  feet  on  Eng  bill 
ground,  he  inftantly  becomes  free, 
although,  under  a  particular  agree - 
jnent,  his  maker  might  continue  en¬ 
titled  to  his  fervices  without  giving 
him  the  compenfation  of  wages ; 
but  as  no  fuch  particular  agreement 
had  been  made  in  the  prefent  cafe, 
the  jury  gave  the  plaintiff  a  verdid, 
and  affefTed  damages  at  the  rate  of 
fix  guineas  a  vear. 

o  J 

28.  On  Saturday  an  adion  of 
criminal  converfation  was  tried  in 
the  court  of  king’s  bench,  in  which 
Henry  Cecil,  efq.  nephew  and  pre- 
fumptive  heir  to  the  earl  of  Exeter, 
was  plaintiff,  and  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Sneyd,cruate  of  Hanbury,  defendant. 
The  damages  were  laid  at  io,ooci. 

The  counfel  for  the  plaintiff  {fat¬ 
ed  that  he  was  a  man  of  rank  and 
fortune  ;  and  Mrs.  Cecil  was  the 
only  daughter  and  he i refs  of  Mr. 
V ernon,  a  gentleman  of  large  for¬ 
tune  in  Warwickfhire.  From  1776, 
when  they  were  married,  to  1789, 
when  {he  doped,  they  lived  in  the 
greateft  harmony  and  affedion. 

In  1789,  Mr.  Cecil  prefented  a 
friend  of  his  to  the  living  gt  Hanbu- 
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rv,  who  introduced,  Mr.  Sneyd,  the 
defendant,  as  his  curate.  He  was  the 
younger  ion  of  a  refpeCfable  family  in 
:  Staffordfhire  ;  as  fuch  he  was  treated 
with  refpeCl  in  the  family  of  Mr. 
j  Cecil,  where  he  often  vifttcd  ;  and 
:  when  the  weather  was  bad,  he  was 
i  conftantly  accommodated  with  a  bed 
i  in  the  houfe.  From  1780  to  1789 
!  Mr.  Qecil  had  no  reafon  to  repent 
!  of  his  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Sneyd. 
In  June  laft,  Mrs.  Cecil  prevailed 
on  Mr.  Cecil  to  go  to  Birmingham. 
Mr.  Sneyd  had  then  left  Hanbury, 
and  lived  near  Birmingham  in  a  poor 
I  Hate  of  health.  Mr.  Cecil  returned 
home  alone  the  fame  evening.  Mrs. 
Cecil  was  to  have  followed  him,  ac¬ 
companied  by  another  lady,  but  fhe 
eloped  with  Mr.  Sneyd. 

The  jury  found  a  verdiCt  for  the 
plaintiff — damages  ioocl. 

29.  John  Wilkes.,  efq.  having  de¬ 
clined  (landing  for  Middlefex,  in 
eonfequence  of  the  unfavourable 
reception  he  met  with,  at  a  previous 

!  meeting  of  the  freeholders  at  Hack¬ 
ney,  Walter  Mainwaring  and  George 
Byng,  efqs.  were  elected  rep refenta- 
tives  for  the  countv,  at  Brentford. 

30.  This  month  died,  at  Dundee, 
aged  107,  James  Peters,  a  tiavel- 
ling  packman.  Although  he  often 
flept  in  the  fields  and  {hades,  he  en¬ 
joyed  an  uninterrupted  ftateofgood 
health;  and,  until  the  la  ft  year  of 
his  life,  retained  the  faculty  of  me¬ 
mory.  His  ftrongeft  beverage  was 
fmall  beer.  He  was  born  in  the  pa¬ 
ri  fli  of  Dupichen,  ii*  the  county  of 
Forfar. 

JULY. 

t.  This  day  was  tried  before  Mr. 
juftice  Bullerand  a  fpecial  jury,  an 
indictment,  preferred  by  the  rela¬ 
tions  of  the  late  earlCowper,  againft 
Edward  Topham,  efq.  as  proprietor 
of  the  World,  for  a  libel  which  ap¬ 


peared  in  that  paper  on  the  17th  of 
February  laft,  againft  the  late  eaij. 

Mr.  Erfkine,  on  the  part  of  the? 
profecution,  obferved,  that  this  libel 
was  the  more  unjuftifiable,  as  it 
Band  ere d  the  character  of  a  perfoix 
deceafed,  and  therefore  incapable 
of  protecting  his  own  reputation. 
The  defendant  was  only  refponftble 
in  his  relative  fituation  as  proprietor 
of  the  paper  ;  in  which  character  he 
mu  ft  be  anfwerable  for  every  thing 
inferted  in  the  paper,  even  although 
it  were  without  his  knowledge. 
The  paragraph  fuppofed  to  be  a  li- 
bel  upon  lord  Cowper,  was  entitled, 
‘  Memoirs  of  Earl  Cowper.’  It 
contained  an  account  of  his  lord- 
fhip’s  birth,  his  fponfors,  and  then 
ftated,  that  his  lord  (hip,  while  in 
Italy,  led  a  very  diffipated  life.  In. 
order  to  prove  the  defendant  to  be 
the  proprietor  of  the  paper,  a  bond 
was  produced,  in  which  Mr.  Top- 
ham  bound  himfelf  to  government 
for  the  payment  of  the  damp  duties  ; 
and  it  was  alfo  ftated  that  he  was  de¬ 
bited  in  the  com  miflio  tiers  books  for 
the  duties. 

Thecounfel  for  th :  defendant  took 
two  obje&ions  in  the  courfe  of  the 
caufe,  which  will  be  urged,  upon  a 
motion  in  arreft  of  judgment. 

The  fir  ft  was,  that  this  could  not 
.be  confidered  as  a  libel,  becaufe  it 
did  not  defame  the  character  of  any- 
living  perfon. 

And  the  other,  that  the  defendant 
was  not  refponftble,  as  proprietor, 
unlefs  it  could  be  proved  that  he 
knew  of  the  infertion  of  the  libel. 

The  jury,  after  much  confidera- 
tion  found  the  defendant  guilty. 

2.  This  day,  at  the  final  clofe  of 
the  poll  for  Weftminfter,  the  num¬ 
bers  were, 

Right  hon.  Charles  James 
Fox  -  -  -  .  -  3516 

Lord  Hood  -  -  _  -  3217 

John  Horne  Tooke,  efq.  1679 

,  .  9-  At 
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9»  At  nine  o’clock  yefterday  morn¬ 
ing,  came  on,  at  the  Old  Bailey, 
the  trial  of  Rhynwick  Williams, 
the  perfori  commonly  called  The 
Mcnjler,  The  indictment  Rated, 
that  the  prifoner  on  the  1 8th  of  Ja¬ 
nuary  la  ft,  did  make  an  afTaiilt  upon 
.Anne/Porter,  fpinfter,  in  St.  j ames’s- 
ftreet,  with  an  intent  to  tear,  fpoil, 
cut,  and  deface,  the  garments  of  the 
Paid  Anne  Porter ;  and  that  he  did 
adfually  tear,  fpoil,  cut,  and  deface 
the  garments  ofthe  faid  Anne  Porter, 
contrary  to  the  ftatute. 

Mr.  Pigot,  counfel  for  the  pro- 
leention,  Rated  the  particulars  to 
the  jury.  They  had  now,  he  faid, 
the  unpleafant  talk  to  iiRen  to  evi¬ 
dence  which  went  to  prove,  that 
there  exifted  a  being,  who,  without 
gain  to  be  acquired,  or  a  paffion  to 
be  gratified,  could  pafs  beyond  the 
common  range  of  crimes. 

The  four  young  ladies,  who  would 
appear  in  Support  of  the  charge, 
were  the  daughters  of  a  Mr.  Porter, 
who  kept  a  refpediable  hotel  in  St. 
James’s  Rreet. 

Mifs  Anne  Porter  was  then  exa¬ 
mined.  She  had  been  on  the  1 8th  of 
January,  the  queen’s  birth  day,  at 
die  ball  room,  St.  James’s.  Her 
rhajeftv  retired  rather  fooner  than 
Tifual  :  and  her  party  did  not  think 
it  neceffarv  to  wait  for  her  father, 
who  was  to  meet  them  at  twelve 
o’clock.  She  was  in  company  with 
Mrs.  Miel,  and  Sarah  her  fecond 
lifter.  They  left  the  palace  at 
,  twenty  minutes  after  eleven,  and 
had  crofted  Pall-mall,  where  her  lifter 
fpdke  feme  words  which  (he  could 
not  underftand,  and  deftred  her  to 
Walk  on  falter.  They  haftened 
homeward  with  all  expedition.  Her 
lifter  ran  up  the  fteps  to  knock  at 
the  door  ;  Mrs.  Miel  followed  ;  ^nd 
file  herfelf  remained  at  the  bottom 
of  the  fteps,  waiting  for  the  door  to 
Jae  opened.  A  man  at  that  inftant 
feized  her,  and  ftruck  Iter  a  violent 
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blow  on  the  hip:  Ihe  turned  round, 
and  immediately  recognifed  the  pri- 
foner.  She  knew  him  well,  as  he 
had  before  that,  three  or  four  times, 
aw.ofted  her  in  the  ftreet,  making 
ufe  of  the  mo  ft  horrid  language.  He 
was  leaning  againft  the  rail  quite 
clofe  to  her,  Raring  her  in  the  face, 
and  there  was  no  other  perfon  near. 
She  could  not  be  miftaken  in  the  fea¬ 
tures  of  the  man,  as  they  had  been 
too  deeply  imprefled  on  her  memory, 
by  his  former  infults.  The  next 
time  ihe  faw  him  was  in  St.  James’s 
Park,  on  the  13th  of  June,  when 
turning  round  to  obferve  him,  Ihe 
found  him  alfo  turned  round  to  look 
at  her.  She  mentioned  the  circum- 
ftance  to  Mr,  Col  man,  who  was  in 
her  company,  and  who,  in  confe- 
quence,  followed  the  prifoner.  She 
faw  the  latter  in  about  two  hours  af¬ 
ter  at  her  father’s  houfe,  when  his 
appearance  deprived  her  for  feme 
time  of  ail  fenfe  and  recollection. 

Mr.  Knowles,  counfel.  for  the  pri¬ 
foner,  aiked  this  lady,  whether,  in 
the  agitation  of  the  moment,  ihe 
could  be  fufh.  iently  accurate  in  her 
recollection  of  the  prifoner;  and  al¬ 
fo,  whether  there  was  light  fufficient 
where  ihe  Rood,  to  diftinguifti  ob¬ 
jects  clearly  ?  To  both  thefe  quefti- 
ons  fhe  anfwered  decidedly  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  cloathes  which  had  been  cut 
were  then  produced  ;  a  ftlk  gown  of 
pale  pink  was  rent  about  the  length 
of  1 8  inches  near  the  right  hip.  The 
under  garments  were  divided  about 
the  length  of  1  2  inches. 

Mifs  Sarah  Porter  was  next  exa¬ 
mined.  She  knew  the  prifoner  well, 
he  having  accofted  her  four  times  in 
the  Rreet,  with  the  moft  indecent 
language.  On  the  birth-night  fhe 
was  walking  home  with  her  lifter 
and  Mrs.  Miel.  The  piifoner  was 
walking  before,  when fome  chairman 
crofiing  him,  he  turned  round,  and 
observing  the  wftnefs,  faid,  1  Ob ! 
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ho!’  and  inftantly  (truck  her  a  vio¬ 
lent  blow  with  his  hand  on  the  back 
part  of  the  head.  She  fpoke  to  her 
(liter,  and  delired  her  to  make  hafte, 
as  1  the  wretch’  was  behind  them  ! 
By  this  name  it  appeared,  they  had 
mentioned  him  to  each  other,  when 
fpeaking  of  his  frequent  affaults. 

When  this  witneli  had  knocked  at 
her  father’s  door,  (he  turned  round, 
and  faw  him  ltrike  her  filter  with  his 
utmoft  force.  She  heard  the  filk 
‘  rend;’  and  when  the  door  was 
opened,  hie  again  turned  round, 
and  faw  him  handing  in  the  fame 
attitude.  She  had  no  doubt  what¬ 
ever  of  his  being  the  fame  man.  She 
faw  him,  about  a  week,  afterward, 
from  her  father’s  window,  and  fent 
two  men  in  purfuit  of  him,  but  they 
unfortunately  fixed  on  a  different 
perfon.  She  faw  him  next  at  her 
father’s  houfe,  and  fainted  on  his 
entrance.  She  fixed  on  him  at 
Bow-ftreet,  when  mixed  in  a  large 
.crowd,  and  feledted  him  without 
difficulty. 

Two  other  lifters,  Martha  and 
Rebecca  Porter,  defcribed  the  lan¬ 
guage  and  behaviour  of  the  pri- 
foner  in  the  fame  manner.  They 
were  equally  certain  as  to  his  perfon; 
and  the  evidence  of  thefe  four  ladies, 
though  feparately  examined,  was 
.confiftent  and  uniform,  and  their  de^ 
jmeanor  was  happily  marked  by  the 
mixed  but  becoming  traits  of  refo- 
fution  and  fenfibility. 

Mr.  John  Colman  was  next  exa¬ 
mined.  He  faid,  that  being  in  com¬ 
pany  with  the  Mifs  Porters,  in  St. 
James’s  Park,  on  the  13th  of  June 
laft,  and  being  told  that  the  man  who 
had  .affaulted  the  profecutrix  had  juft 
paffed  them,  he  immediately  follow¬ 
ed  the  prifoner,  who,  fufpedfing  he 
was  followed,  walked  on  very  faff. 
He  purfued  him  through  different 
ftreets,  looking  full  in  his  face,  and 
dping  every  thing  to  affront  him,  in 
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order  that  he  might  provoke  him  to 
an  altercation ;  but  the  prifoner 
bore  patiently  every  infult  offered. 
The  wituefs  felt  himfelf  in  fome  agi¬ 
tation,  and  was  at  a  iofs  to  know 
what  means  he  fhould  adopt,  as  he* 
did  not  think  it  prudent  to  charge 
him  directly  with  being  the  nonfier • 
The  prifoner  walked  firft  to  the 
admiralty,  where,  perceiving  he 
was  followed,  he  turned  fhort,  and 
went  by  the  way  of  Cockfpur  ftreet. 
Pall-mall,  and  St.  James- dreet,  to¬ 
ward  Bolton-ftreet,  he  then  knocked 
at  a  door,  where,  on  enquiry,  Mr. 
Colman  found  he  was  not  known. 
He  then  went  on  to  V ere-ftreet,  Ox¬ 
ford  road,  and  knocked  at  an  empty 
houfe.  Mr.  Celman  then  broke 
(Hence,  and  faid,  that  the  houfe  was 
empty.  The  prifoner  faid,  it  was 
not,  and  that  he  knew  the  tenant, 
whofe  name  was  Pearce.  He  then 
went  to  South  Moulton- ftreet,  and 
entered  a  houfe  belonging  to  Mr. 
Smith.  Mr.  Coleman  followed  him, 
and  afked  Mr.  Smith,  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  the  prifoner,  who  he  was  ? 
and,  immediately  apologizing  for 
this  queftion,  faid,  he  muff  beg  the 
prifoner  to  give  him  his  addrefs. 
Mr.  Smith  and  the  prifoner  wifhed 
to  have  fome  reafon  affigned  for 
this  queftion  ;  upon  which  the  wit- 
•  nefs  anfwered,  he  was  told  that  the 
prifoner  had  infulted  fome  ladies. 
The  prifoner  replied,  he  had  never 
infulted  any  lady  ;  and  after  fome 
converfation  gave  the  witnefs  his  ad¬ 
drefs,  which  was,  6  Mr.  Williams, 
No.  52,  Jermyn-ftreet,’  the  houfe 
where  the  prifoner’s  mother  lived, 
and  almoft  clofe  to  his  own  lodgings. 
Thewjtnefs,  upon  feeing  the  name 
Williams,  faid,  ‘  Good  God,  I  think 
I  know  you.’  To  which  tjie  prifo¬ 
ner  anfwered, Tl  think  I  know  you.* 
The  witnefs  then  expreffed  his  fur- 
prife,  that  he  had  not  recolle&ed 
him  whije  he  was  following  him, 

although 
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although  he  looked  in  his  face  fo 
often  ;  to  which  the  prifoner  faicf, 
4  And  it  is  furprifing  that  I  fhould 
not  have  known  you.’  The  witnefs 
informed  the  court  that  he  had  feen 
him  feveral  times  at  fome  affembly- 
room. 

After  exchanging  addreffes,  they 
went  out  together  from  Mr.  Smith’s 
houfe,  and  the  witnefs  took  leave 
of  the  prifoner ;  but  in  a  few  mi¬ 
nutes  afterward  he  thought  he  had 
a&ed  wrong  in  leaving  him  ;  he 
therefore  purfued  and  overtook  him, 
by  mere  accident,  at  the  top  of  St. 
James’s-ffreet.  He  then  infilled  bn 
the  prifoner’s  going  to  the  ladies 
houfe,  which  was  not  far  difiant. 
After  objecting  to  the  latenefs  of 
the  hour,  &c.  he  at  length  compli¬ 
ed.  He  ftopt,  without  any  previous 
intimation,  atthe  door  of  the  houfe; 
and,  in  a  manner  wholly  unaccount¬ 
able,  except  from  that  fatality  which 
attends  on  guilt  of  a  certain  def- 
cription,  faid,  4  This  is  Mifs  Por¬ 
ter’s  !’ 

On  his  entrance,  without  any  in¬ 
troduction  into  the  parlour,  the 
two  elded:  of  the  young  ladies-fainted. 
The  prifoner  made  no  remark,  but 
by  cooly  faying,  4  that  the  ladies 
behaviour  was  very  odd  ;  that  furely 
they  could  not  take  him  for  the  per- 
fon  who  had  injured  them.’  Mr. 
Colman  admitted  on  the  crofs -exa¬ 
mination,  that  the  prifoner  did  not 
appear  in  the  fmallefl  degree  embar- 
raffed.  * 

Mr.  Macmahus,  the  Bow-ftreet 
-officer,  produced  a  light-coloured 
drab  coat  and  a  pair  of  half-boots. 
Thefe,  or  fimilar  articles,  had  been 
mentioned  in  every  defcription  of 
the  Monfler,  as  this  unparalleled 
offender  has  been  termed*  They 
were  found  at  his  lodgings  in  an  ale- 
houfe,  in  Bury-fireet,  where  fix 
men,  as  the  witnefs  underftood, 
lay  every  night  in  three  coatigious 
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beds.  He  admitted  that  he  found 
no  knife,  nor  cutting  inftrument  of 
any  defcription. 

Mr.  Tomkins  the  furgeon  who 
had  attended  Mifs  Porter,  depofed, 
that  the  wound  muff  have  been  giv¬ 
en  with  fome  very  fharp  weapon. 
He  defcribed  the  wound  which  had 
been  inflicted  on  this  young  lady  in 
terms  which  occafioned  a  general 
thrill  of  horror  through  the  court. 

It  was,  he  faid,  from  nine  to  ten 
inches  in  length  ;  its  depth  in  one 
part  was  near  four  inches ;  and  if 
it  had  not  been  for  the  intervention 
of  the  flays,  the  violence  of  the 
blow  was  fuch,  that  the  weapon 
muff  have  penetrated  to  the  abdo¬ 
men. 

Here  the  evidence  on  this  indict¬ 
ment  clofed,  and  the  prifoner  was 
called  on  for  his  defence  ;  which  he 
begged  to  read  from  a  written  pa- 
pei ,  as  follows  : 

4  He  flood,  he  faid,  an  object 
demanding  the  companion  of  the 
court.  He  had  the  greatef!  confi¬ 
dence  in  the  juftice  of  an  Englifli 
jury,  that  they  would  not  fuffer  his 
fate  to  be  decided  by  the  popular 
prejudice  railed  againft  him.  The 
hope  of  proving  his  innocence  had 
hitherto  i'ullained  him.  He  pro- 
fefled  himfelf  the  warm  friend  and 
admirer  of  that  fex  whofe  caufe  was 
now  affected ;  and  concluded  with 
folemnly  declaring,  that  the  whole 
of  the  profecution  was  founded  in 
dreadful  miffake,  which,  he  bad  no 
doubt,  the  evidence,  he  was  about 
to  call,  would  clear  up  to  the  fatis- 
faftionof  the  court.’ 

The  prifoner  called  fix  witneffes  to 
prove  an  alibi ,  and  fourteen  to  his 
character,  fome  of  whom  were  very  * 
handfome  women.  They  all  gave 
him  an  excellent  charabler  for  good¬ 
nature,  humanity,  and  kindnefs  to 
the  fair  fex  in  particular. 

Mr#  juftice  Bailer  pointed  out  the 

circa  mftances 


occurrences. 
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circumftances  which  claimed  the 
greateft  attention  of  the  jury  ;  he 
mentioned  alfo  contradictions  and 
uncertainties  in  the  evidence  offered 
on  the  part  of  the  prifoner,  which 
were  numerous  and  circumflantial. 
A  Mr,  Micheli  had  fworn  that  the 
prifoner  was  at  his  houfe  at  half 
paff  twelve  ;  this  he  knew  only  from 
other  wifnefTes  ;  and  that  fome 
months  after  the  night  in  queffion, 
and  upon  loofe  recollection  of  the 
calling  of  the  hour  by  the  watchman. 
He  fwore  alfo,  that  he  had  an  order 
from  a  gentleman  in  Ireland  for 
fome  articles  in  his  trade,  the  mak¬ 
ing  up  of  which  articles  had  occu¬ 
pied  the  attention  of  himfelf  and 
fervant  for  a  fortnight  previous  to 
the  night  in  queffion.  One  of  his 
fervants  had  fworn  that  this  verv 
order  was  given  only  on  the  day 
preceding.  Mr.  Micheli  fwore  alfo, 
that  an  order  for  a  gown  for  Mrs. 
Abingdon  was  ordered  in  his  abfence 
on  the  day  in  queffion.  His  filler 
fwore,  that  Micheli  himfelf  took 
the  order !  The  judge  obferved  alfo, 
that  it  was  to  be  noticed  that  the 
whole  of  the  evidence  for  the  pri¬ 
foner  was  at  beft  but  uncertain  and 
contradictory,  and  moff  undoubt¬ 
edly  liable  to  many  comments; 
whereas  the  evidence  on  the  part 
of  the  profecution  was  pofitive  and 
uniform,  the  four  young  ladies 
agreeing  exactly  in  every  particular 
in  their  evidence.  He  took  a  view 
of  the  queffion  of  law  which  would 
arife  in  this  cafe,  fuppoffng  the  faCt 
to  be  difpofed  of  in  the  affirmative. 
If  the  jury  believed  the  pofitive  tef- 
timony  of  the  four  mifs  Porters,  that 
tnifs  Anne  Porter  was  wounded  by 
the  prifoner,  then  a  queffion  would 
arife,  and  of  which  the  jury  might 
exercife  their  judgment  as  to  the 
intent  of  the  prifoner,  namely,  whe¬ 
ther  he  intended  to  rend  and  cut  the 
clothes  as  well  as  to  wound  the  body. 


M) 

Upon  this  point  it  was  obfervable, 
that  the  inffrument  had  actually 
done  both,  and  it  was  the  province 
of  the  jury  to  judge  upon  that  point. 
The  prefent  indictment  was  founded 
on  an  aCt  of  parliament  paffed  in  the 
fixth  year  of  theyeign  of  George  the 
Firff,  and  was  enaCted  with  intent 
to  protect  the  garments  only.' — 
There  were  many  cafes  in  which 
the  garments  might  be  cut,  fpoiled, 
or  torn,  and  yet  an  offence  could 
not  arife  upon  this  aCt;  for  in  fiance, 
in  a  feuffie  arifing  out  of  a  quarrel, 
or  the  like  ;  in  fhort,  there  muff  be 
an  intention  apparent  to  the  jury, 
to  cut  the  garment.  Here  the  jury 
were  to  judge,  whether  in  cutting 
the  perfon,  the  intention  was  not' 
equally  clear  to  cut  the  garment ; 
for  they  would  obferve  that  the  in¬ 
ffrument  could  not  have  been  one 
defigned  merely  for  piercing  or  flab- 
bing,  but  for  cutting  alfo ;  they 
would  therefore  judge,  whether,  as 
the  means  were  accomplifhed,  the 
end  was  intended. 

The  jury  in  one  minute  found 
the  prifoner  guilty. 

Mr.  juftice  Buller  then  Paid,  as 
the  cafe  was  new,  he  fhould  take 
the  opinion  of  the  judges  upon  the 
point  of  law.  He  then  ordered 
judgment  to  be  arreffed,  and  the 
recognizances  of  all  the  others  who 
are  bound  to  profecute,  to  be  re- 
fpited  until  the  next  December  fef- 
fions,  in  order  that  the  opinions  of 
the  judges  might  be  obtained. 

i  c.  Yefferday  Robert  J aeques  was 
tried  at  the  Old  Bailey,  for  a  con- 
fpiracy  againff  the  warden  of  the 
Fleet-prifon,  Jacques  and  other 
prifoners  in  the  Fleet  contrived  a 
fham  aCtion  to  be  brought  againff 
a  perfon  of  the  name  of  Stanley ; 
and  the  proceedings  were  carried 
on  until  Stanley  was  taken  iri  exe* 
cution,  and  committed  to  the  Fleet. 
The  amount  of  the  fictitious-  debt 


was 
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Was  eight  hundred  pounds.  T o  fix 
the  warden  of  the  Fleet  with  this 
debt  was  the  objedt  of  Jacques  and 
his  afiociates,  who  effected  Stanley’s 
efcape,  and  then  caufed  actions  to 
be  brought  againft  the  warden. 
Jacques,  after  a  long  trial,  was 
found  guilty,  and  fentenced  by  judge 
Buller  to  three  years  imprifonment 
in  Newgate;  and  during  that  time 
to  hand  once  in  the  pillory  at  the 
Royal  Exchange. 

12.  On  the  trial  of  an  indictment 
laid  week,  for  a  libel  hated  to  be 
falfe ,  fcandalous,  &c.  againft  the 
printer  of  a  morning  paper  at  Dub¬ 
lin,  on  the  profecution  of  the  Rev. 
George  de  la  Poor  Beresford  ;  the 
jury,  being  fatisfied  by  the  evidence 
of  the  profecutor,  that  feveral  of  the 
fadts  (fated  were  true ,  brought  in 
their  verdidt,  Not  guilty,  after  being 
locked  up  all  night. 

14.  Earl  Stanhope,  chairman,  and 
upwards  of  fix  hundred  gentlemen, 
dined  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor  ta¬ 
vern  in  the  Strand,  to  celebrate  the  an- 
niverfary  of  the  French  revolution. 

.  24.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Withers,  con¬ 
fined  in  Newgate,  for  a  libel  againft 
Mrs,  Fitzherbert,  died  in  that  prifon 
-of  a  putrid  fever.  See  <voL  X .  p . 

(25,  39)* 

29.  At  Bury  affizes  a  caufe  for  a 
libel  was  t  ried,  in  which  Mr.  Tho¬ 
mas  Hamilton  of  Colchefter,  pro- 

Erietor  of  a  ftage  coach,  travelling 
etween  London  and  Halefworth, 
was  plaintiff,  and  Mr.  John  Shave, 
printer  of  the  Ipfwich  Journal,  de¬ 
fendant.  This  aCtion  was  grounded 
on  two  counts;  the  firft,  for  pub- 
lifhing  an  advertifement  in  the  faid 
paper,  fetting  forth,  that  the  plain¬ 
tiff’s  goods,  coach,  horfes,  &c.  be¬ 
ing  feized  under  a  writ  of  execution 
from  the  fheriff,  were  to  be  fold  by 
public  auCtion:  and  the  fecond  count, 
for  publiftiing  another  advertifement, 
figned  Thomas  Shave  (brother  to  the 


tJuiy? 

defendant),  who  is  alfo  proprietor 
of  a  coach  travelling  the  lame  road, 
wherein  (in  confequence  of  the  firft 
mentioned  advertifement)  he  foli- 
cited  the  favours  of  the  public  ‘to¬ 
wards  his  coach,  4  as  Mr.  Hamilton 

•*k  * 

was  under  the  neceffity  of  declining 
the  coach  bufmefs.’ — Mr.  Adair, - 
counfel  for  the  plaintiff,  opened  the 
Cafe,  and  endeavoured  to  prove  the 
falfe  and  malignant  nature  of  the' 
advertifements  in  queftion  ;  in  fup- 
port  of  which  the  coachman  was 
called,  who  faid  that  the  coach  never 
difcontinued  its  ufuai  travelling  on 
the  road ;  another  witnefs  proved 
the  purchafe  of  the  newfpaper  at 
the  fhop  of  the  defendant ;  and  two 
gentlemen  were  alfo  Called,  who  in¬ 
tended  to  have  gone  to  London  by 
the  plaintiff’s  coach,  but  were  re- 
ftrained  from  fo  doing  by  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  faid  advertifements* 
— On  the  part  of  the  defendant, 
Mr.  Partridge  dated  the  perilous 
fituation  in  which  a  printer  flood* 
if  he  was  liable  to  be  called  to  ac¬ 
count  for  advertifements  received  in 
the  ordinary  courfe  of  bufinefs ;  and 
entertained  no  doubt*  in  the  prefenfc 
cafe,  they  fhould  be  able  to  prove 
the  fuppofed  libel  neither  falfe  nor 
malignant ;  for  this  purpofe,  Mr. 
ferjeant  Le  Blanc  called  the  agent 
of  the  under  fheriff  for  the  countv 
of  Effex,  who  proved,  that  he  re¬ 
ceived  a  writ  of  execution  againft 
Mr.  Hamilton’s  effedts,  on  which 
he  fent  a  warrant  to  one  of  the  fhe¬ 
riff  *s  officers  at  Colchefter  to  levy 
the  fame.  One  of  the  auctioneers 
employed  by  the  faid  officer,  and 
whole  name  appeared  to  the  adver¬ 
tifement,  proved, that  he  took  an  in¬ 
ventory  of  the  effedts  agreeable  to  his 
inftrudtions,  had  catalogues  printed* 
and  caufed  an  advertifement  to  be 
published,  firft  in  the  Chelmsford, 
and  afterwards  in  the  Ipfwich  paper  5 
but  that,  in  confequence  of  the  writ 

of 
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of  execution  being  fuperfeded,  the  The  tradefman  fentenced  to  i ra¬ 
fale  of  the  goods  did  not  take  place,  prifonment  in  the  king’s  bench,  for 
He  believed  that  Mr.  Hamilton  had  writing  a  libellous  letter  to  the  lord- 
more  horfes  on  the  road  than  thofe  mayor,  was  difcharged  by  a  warrant 
advertil'ed  for  fale,  and  that  the  from  his  majefty. 
coach  did  not  difcontinue  running. 

- — The  counfel  on  the  part  of  the  AUGUST, 

plaintiff  oppofed  the  admiflion  of 

the  evidence  on  the  old  ground,  i.  A  fhallop  belonging  to  the  ffilp 
that  in  cafes  of  libel,  juffihcation  of  Ulyfles,  captain  Campbell  of  Glaf- 
the  offence  is  not  allowable;  but  gow,  by  a  fudden  fquall  fhipped  a 
the  judge  very  properly  over-ruled  fea  in  Montego-bay,  by  which  (lie 
their  objection  in  this  inftance.  In  was  inftantly  funk,  and  only  one 
fumming  up  the  evidence,  he  faid  failor  belides  the  captain  faved, — - 
there  was  no  ground  for  the  firfl  Captain  Campbell  fortunately  got 
count,  the  printer  having  given  an  hold  of  an  oar,  and  the  failor  of  a 
indifputable  authority  for  its  publi-  gang-cafk,  which  he  held  by  the 
cation ;  but  that  a  verdibt  muff:  be  bung-hole.  In  this  perilous  fttua- 
given  againft  him  in  the  latter  cafe,  tion,  the  captain  touched  fomething 
and  it  was  their  province  to  afcertain  with  his  foot,  which  proved  to  be  a 
the  quantity  of  damages. — After  {hark.  This  new  terror,  inflead  of 
fome  hefitation,  the  jury  brought  difheartening,  animated  him  ;  and, 
in  a  verdidt  for  the  plaintiff,  with  till  five  o’clock  in  the  morning,  when 
Sol.  damages.  '  he  was  taken  up  by  fome  negroes 

30.  On  Monday  the  high  court  who  heard  his  cries,  he  was  found 

of  jufficiary  met  at  Edinburgh,  for  defending  fiimfelf  againft  the  fhark. 
the  trial  of  James  Macrae,  of  Holl-  The  method  he  took  was  fometimes  . 
mains,  indicted  at  the  inftance  of  by  prefling  with  his  hands  and  the 
the  hon.  lady  Ramfay  and  fir  Wil-  whole  weight  of  his  body  with  the 
liam  Ramfay,  of  Bamff,  bart.  and  oar  upon  the  fhark,  which  made 
of  his  majefty’s  advocate,  for  the  him  'fheer  off ;  at  other  times  get- 
murder  of  the  late  fir  George  Ram-  ting  to  the  extremity  of  the  oar, 
fay,  bart.  on  the  14th  of  April  laft.  and  ftriking  him;  and  by  thefe, 
Mr.  Macrae  not  having  appeared  and  other  ftratagems  that  the  mo- 
to  ftand  trial,  fentence  of  fugitation  ment  fuggefted,  he  wonderfully  pre- 
outlawry)  was  pronounced  againft  ferved  himfelf  from  being  deftroyed 
him.  x  by  the  voracious  animal.  The  fhark 

31.  On  Wednefday  came  on  at  was  about  eleven,  feet  long. 
Guildford,  before  Mr.  baron  Eyre,  Glafgcw,  July  28.  The  impor- 
a  caufe  wherein  Mr.  Curling,  of  the  tant  event  of  opening  the  Forth  and 
Boropgh  market,  was  plaintiff,  and  Clyde  navigation  from  fea  to  fea, 
Mr.  Hedger,  of  the  Dog  and  Duck,  took  place  this  day,  by  the  failing 
defendant.  This  action  was.brought  of  a  track-barge  belonging  to  the 
for  the  damages  of  2000I.  for  eredt-  ccwipany  of  proprietors,  from  the 
ing  a  market  in  St.  George’s  Fields,  baton  of  the  canal  near  the  city  of 
&c.  There  being  6000  new-built  Glafgow  to  the  river  Clyde  at  Bov/1* 
houfes  within  thefe  three  years  in  ing-bay. 

that  neighbourhood,  and  yet  in-  The  voyage,  which  is  upwards  of 
creafing,  and  as  it  was  deemed  ufe-  twelve  miles,  was  performed  in  lefg 
ful,  the  jury  gave  is.  damages.  than  four  hours,  during  which  pe¬ 
riod 
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riod  the  vefiel  paffed  through  nine¬ 
teen  locks*  defcending  thereby  190 
feet  from  the  fummit  of  the  canal 
into  the  Clyde.  It  required  only 
four  minutes  to  pafs  each  of  the 
locks,  in  which  fpace  the  vefiel 
defcended  eight  feet  into  the  reach 
of  the  navigation  immediately  be¬ 
low. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  voyage  from 
Glafgow  to  Bowling-bay,  the  track- 
boat  paffed  along  that  ftupendous 
bridge,  the  great  aquedudl  over  the 
river  Kelvin*  400  feet  in  length,  ex¬ 
hibiting  to  the  fpeftators  in  the  val  - 
ley  below  the  lingular  and  new  ob¬ 
ject  of  a  vefiel  navigating  feventy 
feet  over  their  heads. 

The  extreme  length  of  the  navi¬ 
gation  from  the  Forth  to  the  Clyde 
is  exactly  33  miles,  16  of  which  is 
upon  the  fummit  of  the  country, 
156  feet  above  the  level  of  the  fea. 

To  this  fummit  the  voyager  is 
raifed  by  means  of  twenty  locks 
from  the  eaffern  fea,  and  nineteen 
from  the  well.  Each  lock  is  exaflly 
20  feet  wide,  and  74  feet  long  with¬ 
in  the  gates.  The  depth  of  the  ca¬ 
nal  is  precifely  eight  feet  on  the 
furface  of  the  water,  and  28  feet  at 
the  bottom. 

The  toil-dues  payable  upon  the 
navigation,  are  two-pence  per  ton 
for  each  mile,  or  5s.  iod.  per  ton 
for  the  extreme  length  of  the  canal. 

5.  By  the  fpecial  command  of  his 
majefty,  Mr.  M‘Gwire,  a  lieutenant 
in  the  navy,  of  refpedlable  family 
in  Ireland,  has  been  prefented  to 
the  rank  of  a  pod  captain.  This 
promotion  enables  Mr.  M4Gwire  to 
enjoy  a  very  extend ve  eftate,  which, 
by  the  will  of  his  father,  he  coujd 
not  poffefs  till  he  had  attained  that 
rank. 

8,  An  order  has  paffed  the  trea- 
fury  board  for  iffuing  3000I.  to  be 
divided  among  fitch  clerks  in  the 
General  poll-office*  whofe  falary  does 


[Auguft* 

not  exceed  took  It  is  intended  as  a 
temporary  relief,  until  a  more  pe  • 
manent  one  can  be  granted  (by  ca 
rying  the  commiffioners’  report  into 
execution)  and  it  is  to  be  divided  in 
the  following  manner,  viz.  2000k 
among  the  clerks  of  the  inland  de¬ 
partment,  and  roooh  among  thofe 
of  the  fecretary’s,  bye  and  crofs 
roads,  receiver  general’s,  accomptant 
general’s,  and  foreign  offices. 

Admiralty  Office,  Aug.  10. 
Extra£I  of  a  letter  from  lieutenant 
Edward  Riou,  commanding  his 
majefty’s  fhip  Guardian,  to  Mr. 
Stephens,  dated  Table  Bay ,  March 
15,  1 79c* 

4  Be  pleafed  to  inform  their  lord- 
fhips,  that  I  am  now  preparing  to 
get  the  fhip  into  Saldanha  Bay,  by 
endeavouring,  as  much  as  poffible, 
to  flop  the  leak  within  board  ;  and 
that  I  purpofe  mooring  her  there 
dole  to  the  Beach,  at  low  water,  in 
a  cove  where  no  wind  or  fea  can 
affedt  her;  the  which,  if  I  am  fo 
fortunate  as  to  accomplifh,  I  mean 
then  to  return  here  myfelf,  in  order 
to  preferve  as  much  as  poffible  fuch 
proviflons  and  flores  as  have  been 
landed. 

4  I  have  enclofed  an  account  of 
the  officers,  crew,  &c.  that  were 
faved  m  his  majefly’s  fliip.’ 

A  lift  of  fuch  perfons  who  arrived 
with  his  majefty’s  fliip  Guardian 
in  liable  Bay,  and  are  now  on 
board. 

Crew.  Lieut.  Edw.  Riou  ;  John 
Wiliams,  boatfwain ;  J.  Davenport, 
purler’s  Reward ;  J.  Brown  (iff); 
Edw.  Dwyer;  Hen.  Johnfon;  J. 
Burk;  [.Lock;  Muney  Sampfon, 
carpenter ;  Tho.  Humphries ;  J. 
Turner;  Rich. Chambers;  J.Rofs; 
Edw.  Conolly  ;  J.  Quinton;  Wm. 
Howes ;  Tho.  Anderfon  ;  J.  Brown 
(2d);  Wm.  Tibbs;  J.  Gore*  mid- 
lhipman;  David  Gilmore*  ditto?. 

Richard 
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Richard  James ;  J.  Hobbs;  Robert 
Teechen  :  W.  Swan ;  Wm.  Count ; 

j.  Reeves;  Tho.  Gale;  Wm.  Fair- 
plough,  furgeon’s  mate  ;  And.  An- 
derfon,  Cook ;  J.  Broad  ;  T.  Pitt, 
Imddiipman;  J.  Dryfdale,  now  on 
board,  faved  in  the  launch. 

Supernumeraries.  Geo.  Petrat, 
boatfwain’s  fervant ;  Phil.  Schafer, 
Phil.  Divine,  And.  Hume,  Tho* 
Clark,  j.  Tho.  Dodge,  fuperintend- 
ants  of  convicts;  Sam.  Elam,  chap¬ 
lain’s  fervant ;  Elizabeth  Schafer, 
fuperintendant’s  daughter. 

Convidts  22.  In  all  62. 

31.  This  month  died,  at  Rich¬ 
mond,  in  Yorkfhire,  aged  105,  Mrs. 
Todd.  She  enjoyed  good  health  to 
the  lad,  *being  capable  of  walking 
with  mod  women  of  40 ;  and  her* 
fight  was  fo  drong  that  fhe  never 
had  occafion  for  glades.  And,  near 
Havant,  Hants,  died,  aged  102  years, 
Mr.  John  Coomer,  gentleman  far¬ 
mer.  He  retained  his  fenfes  till 
within  a  week  of  his  death,  fo  as  to 
take  an  account  of  the  quantity  of 
wheat  grown  in  each  field,  the  pre- 
fent  harved,  as  it  was  bound  and 
carted . 

SEPTEMBER. 

1.  On  Saturday  afternoon,  at  ten 
minutes  pad  four,  the  celebrated  Mr. 
Powell  arrived  at  St.  Paul’s  cathe¬ 
dral.  He  had  fet  off  from  the  Mo¬ 
nument,  on  Sunday  the  2 2d,  at 
twelve  at  night,  for  York,  and  reach¬ 
ed  that  city  at  half  pad  one  on  Wed- 
nefdav.  His  wager  was  thirteen  gui¬ 
neas  to  twenty  that  he  would  walk 
to  York,  and  return,  in  five  days 
and  eighteen  hours,  which  he  per¬ 
formed  in  five  days,  fixteen  hours, 
and  ten  minutes. 

He  reached  Stamford  on  Monday 
night,  which  is  about  ninety  miles, 
and  arrived  at  Doncader  on  T uefday 
night  very  late.  He  returned  from 
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York  as  far  as  Ferrybridge  on  Wed- 
nefday ;  on  Thurfday  he  dept  at 
Grantham,  and  on  Friday  on  this 
fide  of  Bigglefwade*  The  whole 
time  he  took,  was  one  hundred  and 
thirty-fix  hours  and  ten  minutes. 

He  appeared  to  be  very  much  fa'* 
tigued  when  he  returned,  yet  he 
could  have  been  in  town  more  early 
had  it  been  necedary. — Some  per- 
fons  met  him  at  St.  Alban’s ;  a  con- 
fiderable  number  at  Barnet ;  and, 
when  he  reached  Smithfield,  there 
was  a  very  great  crowd,  not  only  of 
pededrians,  but  of  carriages  mid 
horfemen. 

Mr.  Powell  is  clerk  to  an  attor¬ 
ney,  in  the  New  Inn,  and  is  now 
fifty-feven  years  old.  He  performed 
the  fame  journey  feventeen  years 
ago,  and  was  allowed  fix.  days  to 
do  it  in,  but  accomplifhed  it  in 
about  fix  hours  and  a  half  within 
the  limited  time. 

Lijbon,  July  27.  Don  Juan  Ma¬ 
nuel  Chaves,  a  phyfician  of  the  de¬ 
partment  of  Condexia,  has  cured, 
with  48  grains  of  mufk,  adminidered 
inwardly,  a  negro  dave,  16  years  of 
age,  belonging  to  Jofeph  Lopez 
Guarefma,  of  the  fmall-pox  of  the 
confluent  malignant  fpecies  of  Hei- 
vetius.  The  doctor  dill  continues 
to  try  the  efficacy  of  this  remedy. 

Liverpool,  Sept.  6.  On  Friday 
morning,  about  five  o’clock,  George 
Drover,  who  takes  care  of  a  mill, 
near  Limekiln-lane,  belonging  to 
Meffrs.  Pennington  and  Part,  went 
into  the  lowed  apartment,  in  order 
to  greafe  the  wheels,  without  having 
the  precaution  to  dop  the  mill ;  in 
doing  which  the  cogs  unfortunately 
caught  the  fingers  of  his  right  hand, 
drew  in  his  arm,  which  it  broke  all 
the  way  up,  when  his  ched,  being 
by  that  means  forced  againd  a  frame, 
through  which  the  wheel  in  its  ope¬ 
ration  paffed,  and  which  being  too 
fmali.  to  admit  his  body,  the  arm 
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was  torn  from  it  about  four  inches 
below  the  fhoulder.  In  this  dreadful 
{filiation,  which  was  accompanied  at 
fil'd:  by  a  very  great  effufion  of  blood, 
he  went  up  lix  or  feven  fteps  which 
lead  to  the  bank  on  the  outfide,  to 
Hop  the  mill,  which  having  done 
with  his  other  hand,  he  went  again 
below,  and  fat  home  time  belore  he 
called  to  fome  ropemakers  in  the 
neighbourhood,  who  came  to  his 
afli  fiance  ;  when  having  procured  a 
chair,  they  carried  him  to  our  Infir¬ 
mary,  where  his  arm  was  amputated, 
and  the  remaining  flump  taken  away 
from  the  fhoulder -joint  by  Mr.  Park, 
and  yeflerday  evening  had  eveiy  ap¬ 
pearance  of  a  cure. 

12.  When  the  affizes  were  opened 
on  Sept.  2,  at  Invernefs  in  Scotland, 
there  was  no  prifoner  to  be  tried  for 
any  offence  whatever;  and  yet  this 
is  one  of  the  largefl  difiri&s  in  that 
country. 

The  circuit  court  of  judiciary  was 
opened  at  Stirling  on  the  9th  infi. 
when,  after  calling  over  the  jury, 
the  deputy  advocate  informed  the 
court,  that  there  were  no  criminal 
profecutionsirithatdifindl;  at  which 
his  lordfhip  expreffed  hisfatisfadtion, 
and  informed  the  jury  their  attend¬ 
ance  was  no  longer  neceffary. 

18.  At  the  ftfiions  at  the  Old  Bai¬ 
ley,  this  month,  among  other  trials 
was  that  of  George  Barrington,  for 
a  robbery.  When  he  was  arraigned 
on  Wednefday  iaft,  before  lord  chief 
baron  Eyre,  he  thus  addrdled  the 
court : 

‘  My  lords,  I  hope  your  Idl'd Blips 
goodnefs  and  condefcenfion  will  in¬ 
duce  you  to  hear  a  complaint  from 
a  man  in  my  unhappy  firuation.’ 

Lord  chief  baron.  ‘  The  court 
will  hear  youf 

‘  My  lords,  at  the  time  of  my 
.apprehend on  i  had  in  my  pocket  a 
fiik  purfe  containing  twenty-two 
guineas  and  filver.  This  property 
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was  forcibly  taken  from  me,  and 
although  I  have  applied  to  have  it 
returned,  yet  it  is  Bill  detained ; 
under  what  pretext  I  am  totally  at 
a  lofs  to  know.  Perhaps  I  fliare,  in 
common  with  other  miferable  men 
in  my  fituation,  this  hard  {hip,  I  had 
almofl  faid  cruelty  ;  becaufe,  to  de¬ 
prive  prif oners  of  their  property, 
is  tantamount  to  withholding  the 
means  of  their  defence,  and  the 
chance  of  proving  their  innocence. 
I  am  advifed,  my  lords,  that  fuch 
proceedings  are  illegal,  and  direCtly 
contrary  to  a  pofitive  a6l  of  parlia¬ 
ment  ( 1  1  th  Henry  VII.)  I  there¬ 
fore  leave  it  to  your  lordfhips,  who, 
Lam  convinced,  will  give  fuch  di¬ 
rections  as  are  confiflent  with  facred 
law  and  BriCt  jufliceP 

The  judges  confulted  a  minute  or 
two,  and  then  called  upon  the  con- 
flable  to  produce  the  property.  The 
conflable  appeared,  and  delivered  a 
fealed  packet  into  court.  Before  it 
was  opened,  it  was  fully  deferibed, 
and,  upon  opening  it,  there  was  the 
identical  purfe  taken  from  the  pri¬ 
foner.  The  court  confulted  for  a 
few  minutes,  and  it  was  ordered  to 
be  delivered  to  Barrington.  Thus 
he  obtained,  or  rather  renovated,  a 
fort  of  Magna  Charta  for  the  pro¬ 
perty  which  is  not  claimed,  and 
{worn  to,  by  fome  individual  who 
profecutes. 

On  Friday,  the  trial  came  on.  He 
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was  indided  for  robbing;  Henry  Hare 
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Townfend,  efq.  of  his  gold  watch, 
chain,  and  feals,  on  the  firfl  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  at  Enfield  Marfli.  The 
f:;Ct  being  fully  proved,  he  was 
called  upon  for  his  defence  : 

He  began  by  taking  notice  of  the 
little  credit  that  was  paid  to  the  ob- 
fervations  of  any  man  who  had  the 
misfortune  to  Band  at  that  bar,  but 
more  particularly  to  a  perfon  under 
hif  unfortunate  circumfiances.  He 
complained  of  the  fallacious  ftories 
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and  malignant  calumnies  that  had 
been  mentioned  concerning  him  in 
fome  of  the  public  prints.  It  was, 
no  doubt,  expected  by  the  audience 
that  he  fliould  fay  a  great  deal  upon 
the  prefent  occasion  ;  but  this  was 
far  from  his  intention.  As,  however, 
a  total  filence  would  be  imputed  to 
confcious  guilt,  he  would  claim  the 
indulgence  of  the  court  while  he 
fubmitted  a  few  remarks  to  the  can¬ 
dour,  good  fenfe,  and  benevolence 
of  the  jury,  upon  the  evidence  ad¬ 
duced  againft  him.  He  then  made 
fome  appofite  remarks  upon  the  tef- 
timony  of  the  witnefles,  and  after¬ 
wards  an  eloquent  and  pathetic  ap¬ 
peal  to  the  paffions  of  the  jury,  upon 
his  unfortunate  (ituation.  He  dwelt 
upon  the  imprifonment  and  fuffer- 
ings  he  had  undergone.  He  was, 
he  faid,  thirty-two  years  of  age, 
which  was  more  than  half  the  life 
of  man.  From  the  viciffitudes  and 
mifery  he  had  undergone,  death 
could  brinp-  but  little  forrow  to  his 
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mind.  He  felt  a  conviHion,  that 
no  temporal  happinefs  was  equal  to 
that  felicity  which  arofe  from  a  be¬ 
nevolent  and  thankful  mind.  After 
obferving  upon  the  powers  the  law 
for  wife  ends  had  given  to  the  jury, 
he  faid  that  life  was  the  gift  of  God — 
liberty  its  greateft  bleffing.  A  jury 
could  not  exercife  the  powers  com¬ 
mitted  to  them  more  nobly  and  ho¬ 
nourably,  than  by  imitating  the 
great  Creator,  who  delights  to  {pare, 
and  not  to  deftroy. 

The  jury  having  pronounced  the 
prifoner  guilty,  the  lord  chief  baron 
made  a  very  pointed  addrefs  to  him. 
In  the  courfe  of  the  trial,  he  faid, 
he  had  treated  him  as  if  he  had  ne¬ 
ver  feen  him  before ;  but  as  the  ver- 
di£t  of  the  jury  was  pronounced,'  he 
fliould  obferve,  that  the  profecutor, 
by  not  inditing  him  capitally,  had 
fhewn  mercy  to  a  man  whole  life 
would  have  been  a  juft  facrifice  to 


the  laws  he  had  fo  often  offended 
and  treated  with  contempt.  The 
judge  concluded  by  faying,  that 
there  was  ftrong  reafon  to  believe, 
that  though  the  law  had  not  yet 
reached  his  life,  yet  nothing  but  the 
facrifice  of  it  would  put  a  period  to 
the  pra&ice  of  thofe  crimes,  the 
commiilion  of  which  had  fo  fre¬ 
quently  brought  him  to  the  bar  of 
that  court. 

He  was  fentenced  to  be  tranfport- 
ed  for  feven  years,  to  fuch  place  as 
his  majefty  fhould  think  fit. 

After  fentence  was  palfed  on  this 
extraordinary  perfon,  he  addrefted 
the  following  farewell  fpeech  to  the 
court : 

6  My  lord, 

6  I  have  much  to  fay  in  extenua¬ 
tion.  of  the  crime  for  which  I  ftand 
convicled ;  but,  upon  consideration, 
I  will  not  arreft  the  attention  of  the 
court  too  long.  Among  the  extra¬ 
ordinary  viciffitudes  incident  to  hu¬ 
man  nature,  it  is  the  peculiar  and 
unfortunate  lot  of  fome  peiTons  to 
have  their  beft  wifhes,  and  moil 
earned:  endeavours  to  deferve  the 
good  opinion  of  fociety  entirely 
fruitrated ;  whatever  they  fay  or 
do,  every  adtion  and  its  motive  is 
milinterpreted  and  twilled  from  the 
real  intention.  That  this  has  been 
my  fate,  does  not  ftand  in  need  of 
any  confirmation.  Every  effort  to 
deferve  well  of  mankind,  that  my 
heart  bore  witnefs  to  its  redlitude, 
has  been  conllantly  thwarted  and 
rendered  abortive/  Many  of  the 
circumftances  of  my  life  have  there¬ 
fore  happened  in  fpite  of  mvfelf. 

6  The  world  has  given  me  credit 
for  abilities,  indeed  much  more  than 
I  deferved  ;  but  I  have  found  no 
kind  hand  to  fofter  thofe  abilities. 
I  might  alk,  where  was  the  gene¬ 
rous  and  powerful  hand  that  was 
ftretched  forth  to  refcue  George  Bar¬ 
rington  from  infamy  ?  In  an  age 
(C  2)  like 
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like  this,  which  irt  many  refpefts  is 
fo  juftly  famed  for  liberal  fentiments, 
it  was  my  hard  lot  that  no  noble- 
minded  gentleman  Hepped  forward 
and  faid,  “  You  are  pofltfTed  of  abi¬ 
lities  which  may  be  ufeful  to  fociety. 

I  feel  for  your  Situation,  and  as  long 
as  you  aft  the  part  of  a  good  citizen, 

I  will  be  your  protcftor;  you  will 
then  have  time  and  opportunity  to 
refcue  yonrfelf  from  the  obloquy  of 
your  conduct. ”  Alas,  my  lord ! 
"George  Barrington  had  never  the 
lupreme  felicity  of  having  fuch  com¬ 
fort  adminiftered  to  his  wounded  fpi- 
rit.  As  it  is,  the  die  is  caff,  and  I 
bend  to  mv  fate  without  one  mur- 
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mur  or  complaint.’ 

Mr.  Barrington  then  bowed  moft 
refpeftfully  to  the  court,  the  jury, 
and  the  auditory ;  and  withdrew 
from  the  public  fccne,  moft  likely 
for  ever. 

At  this  feffions  alfo,  Francis  Fon- 
ton,  a  clerk  in  the  three-per-cent, 
office  at  the  Bank,  was  indifted  for 
a  forgery  and  felony,  with  intent  to 
defraud  William  Papps  and  John 
Pierce.  The  indiftment  contained 
a  fecond  count  for  uttering  a  forged 
receipt,  purporting  to  be  the  receipt 
of  John  Puree,  for  47I.  1  is.  6d.  be¬ 
ing  the  value  of  col.  flock,  4  per 
cents,  pretended  to  be  a  transfer  of 
that  fum  to  William  Papps,  which 
flock  never  was  purchafed  or  trans¬ 
ferred  from  Mr.  i  ierce.  The  third 
and  fourth  counts  charged  the  pii- 
foner  with  a  fraud  and  forgery,  in 
transferring  the  fum  of  -cel.  4yper 
cents,  the  property  of  William  Papps 
to  John  Pierce,  which  fum  Mr.  Papps 
never  did  aftually  transfer,  or  give 
authority  to  the  prifoner  fo  to  do  ; 
and  the  indictment  charged  it  to  be 
done  with  intent  to  defraud  the  Bank, 
and  the  faid  William  Papps  and  John 
Pierce. 

Mr.  Fielding  entered  into  the  cafe, 
as  follows : — On  the  8th  of  May, 


1789,  Mr.  Papps  applied  to  the 
prifoner  to  purchafe  for  him  50!* 
in  the  4  per  cents,  and  depofited  in 
his  hands  47I.  1  is.  6d.  for  the  pur¬ 
chafe,  and  the  fame  prifoner  gave 
him  a  receipt  for  that  fum,  figned 
John  Pierce.  He  then  tendered  a 
book  which  Mr.  Papps  underftood 
tobe  the  acceptance  book,  which,  as 
a  matter  of  courfe,  he  figned;  where¬ 
as,  in  faft,  this  was  the  transfer  book, 
and  by  this  ftgnature  the  prifoner 
obtained  a  transfer  of  450L  to  John 
Pierce,  which  fum  the  prifoner  aftiH 
ally  fold  and  transferred  to  the  faid 
John  Pierce,  for  which  he  received 
the  fum  of  4 2 81.  is.  3d.  which  was 
never  paid  into  the  hands,  or  applied 
to  the  ufe  of  William  Papps. 

The  evidence  in  fupport  of  the 
indiftment  being  gone  through,  the 
prifoner  left  his  defence  to  hiscoun- 
fel.  Several  refpeftable  witnefl'es 
gave  him  an  excellent  charafter ; 

•o  ' 

but  charafter  could  not  avail,  where 
the  evidence  of  fails  was  infurmounf- 
able.  The  jury  brought  in  their 
verdict  upon  the  firft  and  third 
counts,  Guilty * 

There  were  four  other  indift- 
ments,  upon  which,  however,  it 
was  thought  unneceftary  to  try 
him. 

The  recorder,  in  paffing  fentence 
upon  the  capital  convifts,  four  in 
number,  faid  :  4  There  is  one  cafe, 
which  it  is  my  duty  to  diftinguifh 
particularly  from  the  reft  ;  I  mean 
the  cafe  ot  Francis  Fonton,  who  has 
been  indifted  anti  convifted  of  for¬ 
gery  ;  a  man  with  a  good  and  un¬ 
deniable  charafter,  in  a  moft  refpefts 
able  (it nation  in  life,  with  the  means 
of  living  honourably  and  comfort¬ 
ably  as  a  clerk  of  the  Bank,  has 
artfully  availed  himfelf  of  that  good 
charafter,  and  of  that  honourable- 
fit  nation,  to  impofe  on  the  world, 
to  abufe  his  trull,  and  plunder  that 
property,  which  he  was  particularly 
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bound  ns  a  fervant  to  proteH.  Fraud 
which  ftrikes  at  the  credit  and  l'ecu- 
rity  of  the  Bank  of  England,  can 
never  pafs  unpimiftied.  The  policy 
of  the  hate  requires  that  punifhment 
in  a  cafe  of  that  fort  ftiouid  be  the 
mo  ft  fevere.  A  fervant  fo  tranfgref* 
fing  can  expedt  no  mercy.  I  muft 
therefore  hope,  prifoner,  that  your 
example  will  convince  others  difpofed 
to  offend  in  like  manner,  that  no 
art,  no  cunning,  no  experience  nor 
knowledge  of  the  fubjedt,  no  cha¬ 
racter,  however  impofing  by  that 
gravity  which  is  fuppofed  to  attach 
on  old  age,  will  cover  fraud  from 
detedtion ;  and  that  fooner  or  later 
diftioneft  adts  will  lead  to  that  dif- 
graceful  end  which  you  are  about 
to  fuffer,  As  a  man,  therefore,  I 
muft  ftate  to  you,  that  every  prof- 
pedt  in  this  life  is  completely  doled 
upon  you.’ 

20.  An  interefting  caufe  was  tried 
at  Chefter  aftizes,  between  Peter 
Bailey,  gent,  plaintiff,  and  Michael 
Alhmore,  defendant,  in  which  the 
rights  of  the  lords-  of  manors,  as  to 
the  property  of  trees  growing  in 
Janes,  where  the  lands  on  each  fide 
belong  to  freeholders,  was  indifputa- 
biy  fettled  in  favour  of  the  land- 
owners. 

Margate,  Sept,  2 1.  Yefterday  a 
duel  was  fought  at  Kingfgate,  be* 
tween  Mr.  Stephens,  fon  of  Philip 
Stephens,  efq.  fecretary  to  the  ad¬ 
miralty,  and  a  Mr.  Anderfon.  It 
originated  in  fuch  a  trifling  circum- 
ftance  as  a  difpute  about  the  Ih utting 
of  a  window  in  the  public  rooms, 
The  parties  fired  each  a  piftol  with¬ 
out  effedt ;  but,  at  the  fecond  fire, 
Mr.  Anderfon’s  ball  entered  between 
Mr.  Stephens’s  under  lip  and  chin, 
and  palling  to  the  jugular  vein  in 
the  neck,  occafioned  his  almoft  in- 
ftantaneous  death. — Mr.  Anderfon 
was  apprehended  foon  after ;  and 
this  da y  the  coroner’s  inqueft  fat  on 


the  body,  and  brought  in  their  ver¬ 
dict  man, /laughter. 

27.  On  Thurfday  a  court  of  com¬ 
mon  council  was  held  at  Guildhall, 
when  an  addition  of  4ccl.  per  ann. 
was  added  to  the  recorder’s  falal'v, 
to  commence  at  Michaelmas. 

28.  The  remains  of  his  late  royal 
highnefs  the  duke  of  Cumberland 
were  interred  in  the  royal  vault  in 
king  Henry  the  Seventh’s  chapel,  in 
Weftminfter-Abbey.  The  pall  was 
fupported  by  lords  Dover,  Hawkef- 
bury,  Wallingham,  and  Onflow. 
The  canopy  was  fupported  by  admi¬ 
rals  Barrington,  Pigot,  Barton,  fir 
Peter  Parker,  ft r  Hugh  Pallifer,  fir 
Francis  Geary,  lord  Shuldham,  and 
earl  Howe,  Fhe  chief  mourner  was 
the  duke  of  Dorfet,  fupported  by 
the  dukes  of  Bedford  and  Leeds, 
aftifted  by  the  earls  of  Effex,  Pcmfrer, 
Ailefbury,  Chefterfleld,  Tankerville, 
Harrington,  Chatham,  Leicefter, 
Harcourt,  and  vifcount  Sydney  ; 
and  his  train  borne  by  fir  Georoc 
Ofborne,  hart. 

30.  Yefterday,  John  Boydeli,  efq, 
nas  eledled  lord-mayor  of  London 
for  the  year  enfuing. 

OCTOBER. 

1,  The  hon.  Mr.  Pitt,  fon  of 
lord  Camelford,  Mr,  Gilmore,  with 
twenty-fourfeamen  belonging  to  the 
Guardian;  Mr.  Fry,  mafter,  Mr. 
Purcell,  carpenter,  and  Mr.  Tink¬ 
ler,  midftiipman,  belonging  to  the 
Bounty  man  of  war,  are  arrived 
fafe  in  the  Prince  of  Orange  packet 
at  Harwich. 

Edinburgh ,  OlI,  2.  Some  Shet¬ 
land  fheep  of  the  flne-vvooled  or 
kindly  fort,  which  were  fent  from 
thofe  iflands  to  the  Highland  fociety 
of  Scotland,  arrived  lately  at  Leith  ; 
and  upon  being  examined  by  feveraj 
members  of  the  fociety,  have  fur-* 
paffed  their  moft  fanguine  expedta* 
JC  3)  tiops. 
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lions.  Thefe  fheep  feem  to  be  of  a 
fpecies  different  in  feveral  refpefts 
from  any  now  to  be  feenin  the  fouth- 
ern  parts  of  this  kingdom.  The 
wool  is  of  a  pure  glcfty  white,  very 
fpft,  clofe,  and  fiiky,  and  is  formed 
into  fhort  curls  or  ringlets,  giving  a 
beautiful  appearance  to  the  animal. 
They  are  firm-bodied,  white-faced 
fheep,  and  though  rather  of  a  fmall 
fize,  yet  are  much  larger  than  is  in 
general  fuppofed,  and  the  fleece  is 
of  more  equal  finenefs  over  the 
whole  body  than  is  ufual,  and  per¬ 
fectly  free  from  any  mixture  of  hair. 
It  is  hoped  that  every  exertion  will 
be  made  to  extend  this  breed  to  all 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  where  they 
are  likely  to  thrive,  fince  their  wool 
is  perhaps  the  completed  article  of 
the  kind  in  the  univerfe,  uniting  in 
one  and  the  fame  fubfiance  the 
ifrength  and  foftnefs  of  filk,  the  du¬ 
rability  of  cotton,  the  elafticity  of 
wool,  and  the  warmth  of  the  richeft 
fur. 

This  morning,  about  feven 
o’clock,  a  fire  broke  out  in  the  houfe 
of  a  hair-merchant,  in  New  Bridge- 
ftreet,  Blackfriars,  which  confumed 
that  and  the  corner  houfe,  and  three 
others  in  Fleet-ftreet,  viz.  the  gin¬ 
gerbread-baker’s,  tlie  faiop-lhop,  and 
the  fhoemaker’s,  and  damaged  that 
of  Mr.  Pridden,  bookfeller.  A  young 
woman  jumped  out  of  the  window 
at  the  houfe  where  it  began,  pitched 
upon  the  lamp-pofi,  and  afterward 
fell  updn  die  {pikes,  which  went 
through  her  knee.  She  was  carried 
to  the  hofpital,  but  there  are  hopes 
of  her  recovery. 

6.  Ye  herd  ay  at  the  general  quar¬ 
ter-hellions  of  the  peace  for  Eftex, 
holden  at  Chelmsford,  the  impor¬ 
tant  queftion  arifing  from  the  fine  of 
j^ool,  impofed  upon  that  county  by 
lord  Loughborough,  chief  juftice  of 
the  court  of  common  pleas,  was  re¬ 
timed  before  a  numerous  bench  of 
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m  a  gift  rates.  After  a  fbort  enquiry 
into  what  fell  on  this  fubjeCf  at  the 
laft  affizes,  add  relied  by  the  chief  ba¬ 
ron  of  the  exchequer  to  the  grand 
jury  of  the  faid  county,  which  the 
court  now  thought  neither  regularlv 
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before  them,  nor  immediately  con¬ 
nected  with  the  bufinefs,  the  follow¬ 
ing  refolution  was  propofed,  fecond- 
ed,  andunanimoufty  agreed  to, viz. — 
Refolved,  that  the  former  commit¬ 
tee  be  continued,  and  vefted  with 
the  fame  powers;  this  court  being 
determined,  as  far  as  in  them  lies, 
to  bring  the  queftion  of  the  fine  im¬ 
pofed  upon  this  county  by  lord 
Loughborough,  chief  juftice  of  his 
majefty’s  court  of  common  pleas,  to 
a  legal  decifion  upon  fts  merits. 

9.  Yefterday  morning,  at  a  quar¬ 
ter  paid  fix  o’clock,  Macleod  the 
Scotchman,  who  a  few  months  ago 
walked  from  Invernefs  to  London, 
and  back  again,  and  fince  that  time 
has  again  walked  to  the  metropolis, 
fet  out  from  the  obelilk,  at  Hyde- 
Park  Corner,  to  the  five  mile  ftone 
on  the  T urnham-greeu  road,  and 
returned  back,  in  two  hours  and 
twenty-three  minutes;  he  was  allow¬ 
ed  two  hours  and  a  half 'to  perform 
it.  Very  considerable  bets  were  de¬ 
pending,  the  Scotchman  being  up¬ 
ward  of  102  years  of  age.  The 
winners  on  this  occafion  had  a  public 
break  fall  at  the  Brompt'on-Grove 
coffee-houfe,  and  liberally  rewarded 
the  veteran  for  his  trouble.  The 
old  man,  when  he  arrived  at  Ken- 
fington,  met  with  fome  obljmCtion 
by  feveral  hillocks  of  road  '  dirt, 
which  he  jumped  over,  when  thofe 
who  laid  their  bets  againft  him  in¬ 
filled  on  his  turning  back,  which  he 
complied  with,  and  notwithftanding, 
was  iiiccefsful. 

1 4.  On  Tuefdav  afternoon  at  four 
o’clock,  the  inhabitants  of  Dartford 
and  of  the  country  for  feveral  miles 
around,  were  alarmed  by  a  dreadful 
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concuffion,  occafioned  by  the  explo- 
fion  of  70  barrels  of  gunpowder  at 
the  works  of  meffrs.  Pigon  and  An¬ 
drews,  lituated  about  a  fhort  mile 
to  the  fouthward  of  Dartford. 

No  certain  account  can  be  given 
of  the  manner  the  fatal  fnai  k  was 
communicated  to  the  gunpowder  in 
the  corning-houfe,  which  was  the 
firft  building  that  blew  up.  No 
work  was  carrying  on  in  that  place 
at  the  time  in  which  the  accident 
happened  :  it  is  therefore  fuppofed 
that  fome  eleftric  fire  had  entered 
the  building  and  ignited  the  loofe 
gunpowder.  From  hence'  the  -  ex- 
plohon  inftantlv  communicated  i  tie  If 
to  the  ftoves,-  tef  five  powder  mills, 
and  to  a  dole  magazine  containing 
25  barrels  of  gunpowder,  which,-  from 
their  confined  Rate,  fpread  dreadful 
devafcltion  around.  The  ftoves, 
corning-houfe,  and  magazines,  were 
inftantlv  levelled  with  the  earth  ; 
the  ftrong  beams  were  fhivered  in 
pieces,  and  thrown  every  where 
around  to  a  confiderable  diftanee ; 
and  broken  bricks,  tiles,  and  pieces 
of  wood,  fftowered  ruin  on  the 
neighbouring  fields. 
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The  doors  of  a  magazine  which 
Hands  at  a  fmall  diftanee  from  the 
works  to  the  S.  W.  lip  the  river, 
and  which  contains  near  200  barrels 
of  gunpowder,  were  forced  open  by 
the  explofion,  but  the  wind  blowing 
with  great  violence  from  that  quarter, 
providentially  prevented  the  flaih 
from  reaching  it :  for  had  it  com¬ 
municated  with  this  daft,  the  whole 
town  of  Dartford  would  probably 
have  been  laid  in  ruins. 

Six  men  were  deftroyed  in  the 
dreadful  havock,  moft  of  whom  have 
left  wives  and  families  behind  them. 
The  foreman  of  the  works  has  left  a 
wife  and  feven  children. 

It  is  remarkable  that  the  runners, 
axletrees,  ahdthe  wheels  of  the  mills, 
have  received  very  little  damage,  fo 


that  it  is  thought  fome  of  them  will, 
be  in  a  condition  to  be  worked  in 
about  a  fortnight. 

1*.  The  right  rev.  Dr.  John  Car- 
roll,  latelv  confecrated  bilhop  of  the 
newly  created  Catholic  See  of  Balti¬ 
more  in  Maryland,  and  the  right 
reverend  Dr.  Maddifon,  the  Protef- 
tant  bifhop  of  Virginia,  lately  con¬ 
fecrated  by  his  grace  the  archbiftiop 
of  Canterbury,  failed  on  Friday  law 
from  Gravefend,  in  the  Sampfon, 
capt.  Morey,  for  New-Yoik. 

19.  On  Thurfdav  laid,  the  gover¬ 
nor,  deputy  governor,  and  Court  of 
directors  of  the  bank  of  England, 
came  to  a  refolution  of  advancing 
file  fum  of  iol.  a  year  to  all  ftich  of 
their  clerks  as  have  been  four  years 
in  their  fervice.  The  number  is 
about  300,  confequently  the  additio¬ 
nal  annual  expence  will  be  3000I. 

2 1 .  A  caufe  came  on  in  the  fheriff  *s 
court  at  Guildhall,  in  which  John 
Wilkes,  efq.  as  chamberlain  of  the 
city  of  London,  was  plaintiff,  and 
John  Pardoe,  efq.  defendant.  The 
aFtion  was  brought  to  recover  the 
firm  of  600F  being  the  penalty  which 
is  ordained  by  a  bye-law  of  the  court 
of  common  council  to  be  paid  for  de¬ 
clining  to  fefve  the  office  of  flieriffof 
London,  to  which  office  the  defen¬ 
dant  had  been  eleFted  in  the  year 
1783  ;  but  refufed  to  ferve,  oh  the 
ground  of  his  being  incapacitated.— 
It  appeared  that  Mr.  Pardoe,  when 
he  was  chdfen  fheriff,  was  fixty-nine 
years  of  age,  in  an  infirm  ftate  of 
health,  aud  totally  unfit  to  ferve  the 
office  of  ftieriff.  The  jury,  which 
was  fpecial,-  gave  a  verdi Ft  for  the 
defendant.  ,  ‘  .  ’  "  '  ■ 

P  or  rf mouth,  Oft,  22.  This  day  a 
court  martial  was- held  on  board  the 
Roy  al  William,  for  the  tHal  of  lieu¬ 
tenant  Bligh,  mailer,  three  mid- 
fhipmenr,  boatfwain,  carpenter,  and 
fix  feamen,  lately  belonging  to  the 
Bounty  drifted'  ftftp,  for  the  lofs  of 
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the  fajd  veflel  at  Otaheite,  when 
they  were  all  honourably  acquitted. 

The  carpenter  was  afterward  tried 
for  infolence  to  lieutenant  Bligh,  and 
difobedience  of  orders,  and  was  difr 
miffed  with  a  reprimand  :  the  court 
was  compofed  of  the  following  offi¬ 
cers  :  admiral  Barrington,  prefident ; 
admirals  Roddam,  fir  John  Jervis, 
fir  Alexander  Hood,  Elliot,  Hotham, 
dower,  Cornifh,  Goodall,  Sawyer, 
and  Campbell :  captains  fir  Roger 
Curtis  and  Onflow,  The  naval  hif- 
tory  of  this  country  does  not  furnifh 
another  infhnce  of  eleven  admirals 
fitting  on  a  court  martial ;  but  on 
this  occafion  there  may  be  faid  to  be 
twelve  ;  for  fir  Roger  Curtis,  as 
captain  of  the  fleet,  ranks  with  a  roar 
admiraj. 

Dumfries ,  OH.  19.  A  veflel  was 
obferved  from  South  wick  Mains, 
drifting  before  the  wind,  and  feem- 
ingiy  in  great  jdiflxefs.  The  people 
in  the  adjacent  neighbourhood  im¬ 
mediately  afiembled  in  order  to  give 
them  what  affiftance  they  could  af¬ 
ford.  They  had  fcarce  cafi:  anchor 
when  the  wind  fuddenly  veered,  and 
drove  them  againft  a  fand-bank, 
which  threw  the  veflel  on  her  beam 
end.  In  this  difinal  fituation  the 
captain’s  fon  was  wafhed  over-board, 
and  the  father,  from  an  impiflfe  of 
filial  affedtion,  leaped  after,  him, 
and  endeavoured  to  fave  his  life ;  but 
failing  in  the  laudable  attempt  they 
both  unfortunately  perifhed.  The 
l*efi  of  the  crew,  confifting  of  three 
jnen,  would  have  undoubtedly  fhared 
the  fame  fate,  had  not  three  people 
In  a.  fmall  open  boat,  at  the  rifle  of 
their  lives,  come  to  their  aflifiance. 

A  woman  and  henchild,  who  had 
been  in  the  cabin  when  the  cat af- 
trophe  happened,  were  fuppofed  to 
jrave  perifhed ;  but  two  or  three 
fio urs  after,  when  the  tide  had  ebbed, 
fome  of  the  people  went  back,  and 
fqund  the  child  with  fpme  marks  of 


life,  but  the  mother  apparently  dead. 
They  were  immediately  brought  to 
fliore,  and  by  proper  remedies  and 
care  were  happily  recovered.  The 
prefence  of  mind  the  woman  difeo- 
vered,  at  a  time  when  death  appeared 
inevitable,5 1  is  truly  amazing  ;  when 
the  water  was  rufhing  in  on  every 
fide,  fhe  did  not  confine  her  attenti- 
tion  to  herfelf  alone,  but  placing 
the  child  upon  her  fiioulder,  clung 
to  the  highefl  part  of  the  cabin  and 
there  remained,  (though  the  water 
was  up  to  her  lips)  till  the  tide  ebbed. 
The  veflel  belonged  to  Glafgow, 
and  came  from  the  I  fie  of  Man  in 
baliaft. 

26,  Mr.  Quinton,  one  of  the  chief 
officers  belonging  to  his  majefly’s 
fillip  the  Guardian,  which  was  pro¬ 
videntially  faved  by  the  bravery  of 
their  gallant  commander  captain  Ed¬ 
ward  Riou,  and  twenty-one  failors, 
are  fafe  arrived  in  town.  They 
took  their  paffage  on  board  a  Dutch 
fhip  bound  from  Batavia  to  Amfler- 
dam,  which  touched  at  the  Cape, 
The  captain  was  left  at  the  Cape  en¬ 
gaged  in  taking  care  of  the  fiores, 
which  he  means  to  ftiip  on  board  the 
firfifc  homeward-bound  Incliaman. 
Captain  Riou  is  expedted  to  come  by 
the  fame  conveyance.  Mr.  Quinton, 
and  thefe  brave  men  have  already 
made  an  offer  of  their  fervices  on 
board  the  Alexander  now  fitting  cut 
at  Chatham. 

27.  By  the  Union,  captain  Young? 
er,  lately  arrived  from  Jamaica,  we 
learn,  that  a  great  part  of  the  plants 
brought  thither  by  tfie  earl  of  Effing¬ 
ham,  had  fiicceedod  beyond  his  ex¬ 
pectation  :  a  number  of  the  gauza- 
rat  feeds,  which  failed  in  Liguanea, 
fqcceeded  in  the  botanical  gardens 
here,  viz.  the  wheat,  barley,  Afh- 
mood  rice,  all  the  puife,  and  many 
others.  A  polyamious  plant,  pro¬ 
ducing  both  male  and  hermaphro¬ 
dite  flowers,  firpngly  refembling  a 
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chejia ,  both  in  its  habits  and  botani¬ 
cal  characters,  and  which  has  been 
improperly  called  the  MaugoJiee?n 
tree,  has  thrived  finely,  and  pro¬ 
duces  abundance  of  a  pleafing  fubacid 
fruit. 

Lifbon ,  Sept,  22,  The  queen  of 
Portugal  has  publiffied  a  law  for 
annulling  the  territorial  judicatures 
ivhich  were  annexed  to  great  privi¬ 
leged  houfes,  exprefsly  abolifliing 
thofe  which  belonged  to  the  eftates 
of  the  queen,  the  houfe  ofBraganza, 
the  Infantado,  the  military  orders, 
grandees,  clergy  of  every  denomi¬ 
nation,  and  other  lordfhips  and  gran¬ 
tees,  at  the  fame  time  feparating 
the  extenfive  temporal jurifdiCfion  of 
the  archbilhop  of  Braga  from  the 
ecdefiaftical,  and  l'ubmitting  all 
thefe  feparate  temporal  privileges, 
which  were  exempted  from  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  queen’s  officers  of  jul- 
tice,  to  the  jurifdiftion  of  the  courts 
of  juftice,  magifixates,  and  officers 
belonging  to  the  crown. —  Lond,  Gaz, 
2g ,  Thurfdav,  Thomas  Tyler, 
a  man,  who,  for  many  years  paft, 
hadfubfifted  as  a  notorious  fwindler, 
was  tried  at  the  Old  Bailey,  for  utter¬ 
ing,  knowing  it  to  be  forged,  upon 
Margaret  Cockburn,  an  inftrument, 
purporting  to  be  a  bill  for  iol.  dated 
Briftol,  June  28,  1790,  drawn  atfe- 
venteen  days  fight,  by  James  Lindfey, 
Briftol,  upon  William  Fielder,  mer¬ 
chant,  at  No.  25,  in  Gun-ftreet, 
Spital-fields,  and  accepted  by  him. 

Mrs. Cockburn,  who  keeps  a  board- 
ing-fchoolat  Newington,  {wore,  that 
the  prifoner  came  to  her,  under  a 
pretext  of  agreeing  for  the  board  of 
a  child  of  his ;  fettled  with  her  as  to 
the  terms,  paid  the  entrance  money 
with  this  counterfeit  bill,  and  re¬ 
ceived  the  difference.  The  child  was 
to  have  been  fent  the  next  day,  but 
never  appeared,  nor  did  the  father, 
(ill  (lie  law  him  at  Bow-ffreet, 
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Mr.  Foreman,  who  was  prelent 
at  the  tranfa&ion,  corroborated  this 
evidence,  and  added,  that  /ie  went 
to  No.  25,  Gun-ftreet,  Spital-fields, 
to  obtain  payment  of  the  bill,  but 
the  houfe  was  fliut  up,  and,  oh  en¬ 
quiry  in  the  neighbourhood,  he  could 
not  learn  that  any  perfon  of  the 
name  of  Fielder  ever  lived  in  it. 

The  jury  to  the  fatisfa&ion  of  the 
court,  found  the  prifoner  guilty ; 
and  by  this  verdibl,  they  have  effa* 
blifhed  a  point  of  the  utmoft  confe- 
quence  to  the  commercial  world, 
viz.  that  the  writing  of  the  accept¬ 
ances  of  perfons  not  in  exiffence, 
and  uttering  them  as  real  acceptances, 
is  abfolute  forgery. 

30.  Edward  Lowe  and  William 
Jobbins  were  tried  for  fetting  fire  to 
the  dwelling-houfe  of  Mr.  Francis 
Gilding,  cabinet-maker,  in  Alderf- 
gate-ftreet,  on  the  16th  of  May  laff. 
S<epa^e  20. 

The  principal  evidence  againft  the 
prifoners  was  James  Flindail,  an  ac¬ 
complice,  who  had  been  convi&ed 
for  ffealing  goods  at  the  fire.  This 
man,  who  had  been  fentenced  to 
tranfportation  for  this  offence,  caufed 
a  letter  to  be  written  to  Mr.  alderman 
Skinner,  offering  to  difclofe  all  the 
horrid  particulars,  provided  he  could 
have  his  majefty’s  pardon.  By  the 
laudable  exertions  of  that  magiftrate, 
the  two  prifoners  were,  in  confe- 
quenc.e,  apprehended  ;  and  a  pardon 
being  obtained  for  Flindail,  he 
was  admitted  an  evidence  for  the 
crown,  and  difclofed  a  feene  cf 
the  molt  deliberate  and  unparalleled 
villainy  ;  the  objedt  of  which  was 
to  fet  fire  to  the  premifes  of  Mr. 
Gilding,  &c.  for  the  fake  of  plun¬ 
der.  The  evidence  of  this  man 
was  fully  corroborated  by  other  wit- 
neffes;  and  particularly  by  a  Jew 
and  his  wife,  who  had  bought  fome 
filver  fpoons  of  Lowe,  which  the 
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latter  acknowledged  he  had  dolen  at  is  again#  the  Jaw  and  cfciifHtiition 
the  fire.  The  evidence  for  the  crown  of  this  country.  I  do  not  blame 
being  fmifhed,  with  an  inededhial  the  magiftrates  for  this,  becaufe  it 
attempt  to  edablifh  an  alibi  in  be-  was  done  without  their  knowledge, 
half  of  the  prifoners,  the  recorder  This  fort  of  practice  in  futur  e  will 
next  addrefled  the  jury.  He  ol>  in  all  probability  draw  down  the 
ferved,  that  this  was  an  indidfment  vengeance  of  the  law  on  all  thole 
again#  the  prifoners  at  the  bar,  who  are  guilty  of  it,  byaveryfor- 
who  were  charged  with  the  crime  of  midable  profecutiom  I  do  not  know 
arfon.  It  now  became  their  duty  any  cafe  where  the  mind  is  fo  aot  to 


to  decide  whether  the  prifoners  fet 
fire  to  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Gilding. 
'He  thought  it  neceflary  to  make 
fome  previous  obfervations  ;  be- 
caufe  this  charge,  if  made  out,  was 
one  of  the  mod  atrocious  crimes 
that  had  ever  been  brought  into  a 
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court  of  juftice,  namely,  that  of 
jnalicioufiy  and  wantonly  fetting  fire 
to  a  houfe  iii  a  great  metropolis 
like  this,  and  endangering  the  lives 
of  many  perfons  for  the  fake  of  a 
trilling  plunder.  A  crime  fo  atro¬ 
cious,  ought  to  be  well  and  fatisfzc- 
torify  proved,  And,  faid  his  lord- 
fhip,  ,1  mudrequed  of  you  to  try 
this  caufe  in  the  moil  cool  and  dif- 
pafiionate  manner  poffible.  I  take 
this  opportunity  of  making  an  ob- 
fervation,  becaufe  I  know  no  time 
when  I  can  make  it  with  fo  much 
propriety  :  a  praHrce  has  has  ob¬ 
tained  of  late,  of  pnblifhing  in  fome 
of  the  public  prints,  accounts  of 
prifoners  before  they  are  brought  to 
this  bar.  Perhaps  it  might  be  your 
misfortune  as  it  was  mine,  to  have 
read  in  the  public  prints,  accounts 
of  a  man  who  was  ye  lie  relay  con¬ 
victed.  The  law  fuppoies  every 
prifone'r  to  come  here  an  honed  man, 
and  with  a  fair  character,  till  he  is 
convicted,  and  men  are  net  to  come 
here  by  public  prints  half  coiividted 
before  they  are  tried.  I  therefore 
give  this  notice,  that  it  is  the  opini¬ 
on  of  this  court  and  of  the  judges, 
that  the  practice  of  anticipating  the 
guilt  of  others  by  long  dories  in 
newf papers,  is  highly  improper,  and 


be  inflamed  by  fuch  publications,  as 
in  cafes  of  this  fort.  I  requed, 
therefore,  that  you  will  not  add  to 
the  evidence  :  if  any  thing,  it  ought 
to  be  the  other  way.  For,  as  this 
offence  is  vadly  atrocious,,  if  the 
prifoners  are  found  guilty,  the  pu- 
nifhment  mud  be  as  fevere  as  the 
law  can  inflitd.  If,  therefore,  there 
is  any  thing  like  doubt,  it  ought  to 
operate  in  favour,  and  not  again# 
the  prifoners. 

As  to  the  law,  I  fhould  tell  you, 
that  it  is  diffident  in  a  cafe  of  this 
fort,  to  prove  that  the  prifoners  fet 
fire  to  any  houfe,  which  by  com¬ 
munication  burned  the  houfe  that  is 
charged  to  be  burned  in  the  indidt- 
ment. 

Mr.  Recorder  next  made  a  num¬ 
ber  of  mod  important  ohfervations 
on  the  fituation  in  which  lames 
Flindall,  the  accomplice,  dood  ;  and 
adrnonidied  the  jury  to  be  extremely 
cautious  what  degree  of  credit  they 
gave  him,  except  fo  far  as  his  tef- 
timonv  was  confirmed  bv  the  evi- 

v  •> 

deuce  of  the  other  witnefies  for  the 
profecution.  He  then  obferved  that 
the  jew  and  his  wife  dood  in  no  bet¬ 
ter  fituation  than  Flindall.  They 
were  known  receivers  of  dolen 
goods-;  and  of  courfe  were  not  en¬ 
titled  to  more  credit  by  a  jury,  than 
an  acorn  pi  ice.  • 

The  recorder  dimmed  up  the 
whole,  by  repeatedly  requfding  the 
jury  that  they  would  pay  attention 
to  every  cinumdance  that  was  in  fa r 
vour  of  the  prifoners.  If,  upon 

weiffhim? 
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weighing  the  whole  of  the  evidence, 
thev  were  fatisfied  they  were  guilty, 
iuftice  to  the  public  required  that 
they  fhould  fay  fo  by  their  verdidt; 
but  if  they  thought  there  remained 
any  reafonable  doubt,  the  prifoners 
•Ought  to  have  the  benefit  of  that 
doubt,  and  they  would  acquit  them. 

The  jury  confulted  a  few  minutes, 
and  gave  their  verdid — Guilty  of 
the  whole  indidment. 

The  fame  day,  Edward  Ivory, 
James  Smith,  and  fames  Rowyer, 
were  capitally  coneided  of  high 
treafon,  for  colouring  bafe  metal,  to 
refemble  fixpences. 

N  O  V  E  M  B  E  R. 

t.  Laft  Mondav,  failed  from  St. 
Helen’s  the  following  fhips*,  viz. 
Marlborough  of  74  guns,  rear  ad¬ 
miral  Cornifh  ;  Ocean,  74,  capain 
Chamberlayne  ;  Culloden,  74,  cap¬ 
tain  Ford  ;  Cumberland,  74,  cap¬ 
tain  Macbride  ;  Lion,  64,  captain 
Finch  ;  Ardent,  64,  captain  Vaugh¬ 
an  ;  Caff  or,  32,  captain  Smith; 
and  Profelyte,  3?. 

Canterbury,  OH.  2Q.  Yeflerday 
morning,  at  ten  o’clock,  Mr.  For- 
fier  Powell,  the  celebrated  pedef- 
trian,  fet  out  from  this  city,  to 
walk  to  St.  George’s  church,  South- 
•wark,  and  back  again,  in  twenty- 
four  hours,  for  a  wager  of  fixty 
guineas.  At  ten  this  morning  Mr. 
Powell  reached  Canterbury  within 
two  miles,  and  confequently  loft  his 
wager.  His  failure  was  occafioned 
by  mi  flaking  the  road  through  the 
darknefs  of  the  night,  and  going 
round  by  Greenwich,  where  he  fell 
down  feveral  times.  He  was  brought 
the  remainder  of  the  way  in  a  car- 
riage,  very  much  exhaufted.  A 
fubfeription  has  been  fince  raifed 
for  him  to  the  amount  of  40I. 

6.  Intelligence  is  arrived  in  town, 
that  Mr.  M’Kendrie,  who  under¬ 


took,  between  two  and  three  years 
ago,  to  penetrate  from  Montreal 
to  the  ocean,  has  performed  his  en- 
terprize.  He  took  a  courfe  north- 
weft  ward  from  Montreal,  and  reach¬ 
ed  the  ocean,  according  to  his  ob- 
fervation,  about  the  69th  degree  of 
northern  latitude.  In  his  track  he 
found  the  country  very  unpromifing 
for  trade,  and  very  uninviting  other- 


wife. 


8.  An  exprefs  arrived  from  Fal¬ 
mouth,  with  advice  of  the  Tanker- 
ville  packet  being  arrived  at  that 
place  from  Jamaica.  She  left  that 
ifland  on  the  1 3th  of  September, 
and  brings  intelligence  of  a  very  fe- 
vere  gale  of  wind  having  happened 
on  the  1  ft  of  September,  between, 
nine  and  ten  in  the  morning  :  it 
came  on  from  the  fouth-eaft,  and 
continued  with  flight  variation,  and 
but  fhort  intervals  of  calm  for  near 
three  hours.  The  extreme  heat 
which  had  been  felt  for  two  days 
preceding,  the  range  of  the  thermo¬ 
meter  being  from  88  to  9  r,  and  the 
appearance  of  the  heavens,  indicated 
the  approaching  ftorm.  In  the  early 
part  of  the  morning  there  was  a  fort 
of  folemn  ftillnefs  in  the  air,  which 
was*  only  now  and  then  interrupted 
by  hidden  puffs  of  wind,  that  af- 
fefted  thofe  who  felt  them  with  par¬ 
ticular  fenfations  of  warmth  and 
moifture.  A  fhort  time  before  the 
gale  Commenced,  the  horizon  pre- 
fented  an  appearance  of  gloomy 
horror,  and  the  wind  fet  in  :  it 
was  accompanied  with  a  torrent 
of  rain,  and  blew  with  a  violence 
that  portended  the  moll  direful 
effedfts. 

The  wind  keeping  to  the  eaft  and 
fouth-eaft,  did  very  little  mifehief 
in  the  town  of  Kingfton,  blowing 
down  only  a  few  flight  fences,  which 
may  be  eafily  repaired  :  the  pari  flies 
which  have  buffered  mod  wereWLft- 
morland  and  Hanover. 


The 
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The  damage  fuftained  by  the  vef- 
fels  in  the  harbour  was  as  follows : 
on  fhore,  the  London,  Robertfon ; 
Chance,  Beaton  ;  Surprtfe,  Camp¬ 
bell  ;  John,  Cockran ;  Three  Sif¬ 
ters,  Redburn;  Adventure,  Camp¬ 
bell;  Kingfton,  Mills;  Holland, 
Edmonftone  ;  Holland,  M’Kinlay  ; 
Ann  and  Elifabeth,  Black  wall; 
Rodney,  Hardy — loft;  Nancy, 
Mouldes,  loft  her  ftern. 

10.  Thisday,at  Serjeant’s  inn-hall, 
eleven  of  the  judges  confulted  upon 
the  cafe  referved  at  the  Oid  Bailey 
in  September  feffion  laft,  refpedling 
the  indieftment  againft  Rhynwick 
Williams,  commonly  called  the 
Monfter.— See  page  26 

The  queftions  were,  firft,  whe¬ 
ther  his  having  an  intention  to  cut 
the  perfon  of  Mils  Porter,  and  in 
carrying  that  intention  into  execu¬ 
tion,  cutting  the  garments  of  that 
lady,  is  an  offence  within  the  ftatute 
of  6  Geo.  I.  c.  23.  f.  1 1 .  on  which 
he  was  convicted  ;  the  jury  having 
in  their  verdidt  found,  that  in  cut¬ 
ting  her  perfon  be  had  thereby  an 
intention  to  cut  her  garments  ?  Se¬ 
condly,  Whether  the  ftatute  being 
in  the  conjunctive ,  4  That  if  any 
perfon  fliall  affault  another  with  an 
intent  to.  cut  the  garment  of  fuch 
perfon,  and  fliall  cut  the  garment 
of  fuch  perfon,  then  the  offender 
fliall  be  guilty  of  felony  and  the 
indictment  in  Rating  the  intention 
not  having  connected  it  with  the 
adt,  by  inferring  the  words  that  he 
*  then  and  there  did  cut  her  garment, 
could  be  fupported  in  point  of 
form  ? 

Nine  of  the  eleven  judges  were 
of  opinion  that  the  offence,  notwith- 
ftandi ng  the  finding  of  the  jury, 
was  not  within  the  ftatute,  and  that 
the  indidtment  was  bad  in  point  of 
’form.  This  determination  declares 
the  offence  to  be  only  a  mifdemean- 
vur. 
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II.  Before  lord  Howe  ftruck  his 
flag,  a  copy  of  the  following  me¬ 
morandum  was  fent  to  the  command¬ 
ing  officer  of  every  fliip  in  the  grand 
fleet. 

44  M  E  M  O  R  A  N  D  U  M. 

44  The  Charlotte,  Nov,  11,  1790-. 

44  The  commander  in  chief  de¬ 
fires,  previous  to  the  reparation  of 
the  fleet,  to  make  his  public  acknow¬ 
ledgements  to  the  admirals,  captains, 
and  other  officers,  for  the  attention 
they  have  given  to  promote  a  degree 
of  order  and  corredtnefs  in  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  fervice,  which  he  has 
never  feen  furpafled. 

44  And  he  is  at  the  fame  time  to 
give  teftimony  to  the  highly  me¬ 
ritorious  behaviour  of  the  inferior 
officers  and  feamen,  which  does  no 
lefs  credit  to  their  national  character, 

44  The  officers  of  marines,  and 
the  officers  of  the  troops  ferving  in 
the  fleet,  have  an  equal  claim  to  the 
commander  in  chief’s  higheft  com¬ 
mendation. JJ 

20.  This  morning,  Edward  Lowe 
and  William  Jobbins,  the  two  in¬ 
cendiaries,  were  executed  oppofite 
Mr.  Gilding’s  houfe  in  Alderfgate- 
ftreet.  They  confeffed  the  fa£t  for 
which  they  fuffered. — See  page  41. 

24.  Francis  Fonton,  for  forgery 
(S' e  page  36)  Thomas  Tyler,  for 
forgery;  and  Edward  Ivory,  James 
Smith,  and  James  Rowyer,  -for 
coining  (Sec page 43.)  were  executed 
in  the  Old  Bailey.  Their  behavi¬ 
our  was  fuitabie  to  their  unhappy 
fftuation. 

25.  A  ftiort  time  previous  to 
the  termination  of  Mr.  Pickett’s 
mayoralty,  he  was  met  by  the 
guard  going  on  duty  at  the  bank, 
and  obliged  to  give  way ;  upon 
which  he  demanded  from  the 
officer,  by  what  authority  he  entered 
the  city  of  London  in  military  ar¬ 
ray  ;  the  reply  was,  by  order  of 
ms  commanding  officer,  whom  he 

named  j 
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named  ;  upon  which  Mr.  Pickett 
made  the  proper  application  to  the 
colonel,  and  was  by  him  referred  to 
the  fecretary  at  war,  who  ftated,  that 
ms  directions  were  received  from  the 
fecretary  of  ftate  for  the  home  de¬ 
partment  :  an  immediate  interview 
took  place  between  Mr.  Grenville 
and  Mr.  Pickett  on  the  fubjeCt,  in 
which  the  latter  gentleman  fully 
ftated,  that  the  entry  of  troops 
within  the  jurifdiCtion  of  the  lord- 
mayor  was  highly  repugnant  to  the 
chartered  rights  of  the  city  of  Lon¬ 
don  :  and  that  the  bank  was  in  his 
opinion  in  perfect  fecurity  without 
their  introduction. 

Mr.  fecretary  Grenville  reverted 
to  the  danger  the  bank  was  in  during 
the  riots  in  [une  17 Ho;  and  obferv* 
ed,  that  although  all  caufe  of  alarm 
might  now  be  entirely  done  away, 
yet  it  was  necelfary  for  public  credit, 
that  the  bank  fliould  be  deemed  to 
be  in  the  rnoft  perfeCt  Hate  of  fecu¬ 
rity  by  the  numberlefs  foreigners 
who  hold  property  to  an  immenfe 
amount  in  the  Britifh  funds ;  he 
further  hinted,  that  if  the  meafure 
was  pofitively  infiffed  on,  his  ina- 
jefty’s  miniffers  would,  in  all  pro¬ 
bability,  advife  and  exert  their  in¬ 
fluence  with  the  direClors,  to  remove 
the  bank  to  Somerfet-place ;  upon 
which  the  matter  was  finally  drop¬ 
ped. 

Madrid,  OH.  14.  Advices  have 
been  received  here,  mentioning  that 
the  city  of  Oran  on  the  coaft  of 
Africa,  has  been  almoft  entirely  de* 
ftroyed  by  a  violent  earthquake,  and 
that  a  confiderable  part  of  its  inha¬ 
bitants,  as  well  as  of  the  Spanifh 
garrifon,  are  faid  to  have  perifhed 
in  the  ruins.  Accounts  have  alfo 
been  received  from  Carthagena  of 
a  fire,  which  happened  a  few  days 
ago  in  that  dock-yard,  and  which, 
befide  doing  other  damage,  has  en~ 
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tirely  confumed  a  new  Ihip  of  th* 
line.  Lond.  Ga%. 

Madrid,  OH.  1 8.  Advices  have 
been  received  here,  lince  thofe  of 
the  14th,  containing  further  par¬ 
ticulars  of  the  calamities  produced  by 
the  earthquake,  which  happened  at 
Oran  in  the  night  of  the  8th  inftant. 
By  thefe  it  appears  that  twenty  fuc- 
ceffive  fliocks  were  felt  at  fhort  in¬ 
tervals.  The  whole  city  is  deftroyed, 
and  a  great  part  of  the  inhabitants 
and  of  the  garrifon  are  buried  under 
the  ruins.  Almoft  all  the  forts  which 
cover  that  place  and  its  diftridt  are 
open  or  deftroved,  fo  as  not  to  be 
in  a  fttuation  to  fefift  an  attack. 
The  interior  part  of  the  garrifon  is 
in  ruins  in  many  places,  and  the 
confiderable  number  of  people  who 
were  wounded,  and  not  adhiallv 
killed  by  this  difafter,  remained 
without  aftiftance. — II. 

DECEMBER. 

13.  Among  the  remarkable  trials 
at  the  fellions  at  the  Old  Bailey, 
which  ended  yefterday,  was  that  of 
John  Etherington,  who  was  capitally, 
convidled  for  returning  from  trans¬ 
portation,  and  alfo  of  a  burglary  in 
the  houfe  of  baron  de  Wenzel,  in 
Sackville-ftreet.  With  refpedt  to 
the  burglary,  Elizabeth  Petron  de- 
pofed,  that  fhe  was  houfekeeper  to 
baron  de  Wenzel,  who  refided  part 
of  the  year  at  Paris,  and  part  in 
London.  While  he  was  at  Paris 
he  let  his  houfe  in  London,  and  the 
witnefs  was  employed  to  take  care 
of  it  till  it  was  let.  On  the  ift  of 
December  two  gentlemen,  one  of 
whom  was  the  prifoner,  came  with 
a  double  knock  at  the  door,  and 
afked  the  witnefs  if  the  houfe  was  to 
be  let  ready  furnifhed  ;  to  which  Ore 

anfwered  in  the  affirmative.  They 

✓ 

were  admitted  into  the  houfe,  and 

after- 
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after  viewing  feveral  of  the  rooms, 
faid  they  liked  every  thing  very 
well.  She  then  conducted  them  to 
the  garrets ;  the  prifoner  went  up 
with  her,  but  the  other  ftaid  in  the 
two  pair  of  flairs  room.  When  file 
came  down  flairs  with  the  prifoner, 
fhe  obferved  the  parlour-door,  which 
fhe  had  left  open,  was  locked,  and 
the  key  not  in  it.  She  alfo  found 
the  flreet  door  half  open,  and  the 
other  man  gone  away.  This  creating 
a  fufpicion  that  they  were  two  thieves, 
file  refolutely  placed  her  back  againfl 
the  flreet -door,  feized  the  prifoner, 
and  faid  he  mull  give  an  account  of 
the  other  man.  The  prifoner  upon 
this  flruck  her  violently  upon  the 
head  with  a  flick  ;  and  when  fhe 
got  the  flick  from  him,  he  beat  her 
with  his  fifl  upon  the  face  and  head, 
and  knocked  all  her  teeth  down  her 
throat ;  her  head  was  all  over  blood, 
and  terribly  beat.  She  then  called 
her  niece,  a  little  girl,  who  was  in 
the  houfe,  and  defircd  her  to  go  to 
the  next  door  for  a  hi  fiance,  keeping 
all  the  while  hold  of  the  prifoner. 
In  the  mean  time,  her  fcreams 
brought  her  next  door  neighbour. 
The  parlour  door  was  then  broke 
open,  and  the  property  milled  ;  the 
value  of  which  was  about  five  pounds; 
and  the  prifoner  was  fecured.  The 
judge  obferved,  that  if  the  prifoner, 
although  not  the  perfon  who  actually 
flole  the  property,  was  aiding  and 
affifling  in  the  robbery,  he  was 
equally  involved  in  the.  commiffion 
of  a  capital  offence.  He  then  ad- 
dreffed  the  prifoner,  pointing  out 
the  enormity  of  his  offence,  and 
advifed  him  not  to  indulge  any 
hopes  of  mercy. 

John  Tempi eman  and  George 
PI  att,  two  foldiers,  were  capitally 
convidled  of  extorting  money  from 
Mr.  Henry  Sharp,  by  threatening 
to  accufe  him  of  a  capital  crime. 
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John  Hart  and  Robert  Breeze, 
being  in  a  certain  fmugglmg  veffcl 
called  the  Mary,  were  capitally  con¬ 
victed  for  wilfully  and  malicioufly 
firing  at  William  Vitty  and  John 
Bunn,  officers  of  his  majeflv’s  cuf- 
torns,  in  the  execution  of  their  duty, 
on  board  an  open  boat  in  the  fea, 
and  dangeroufly  wounding  John 
Harris,  one  of  the  feamen  on  board 
the  faid  boat. 

The  fame  day,  at  the  feffions- 
houfe  in  Clerkenwell-Green,  Rhyn- 
wick  Williams,  who  had  been  pre- 
viouflv  informed,  at  the  Old  Bailey, 
of  the  determination  of  the  judges, 
{Seep.  44)  was  brought  into  court, 
and  tried  for  a  mifdemeanor  in  af- 
faulting  and  wounding  mifs  Anne 
Porter.  The  circumflances,  with 
additional  evidence,  were  the  fame 
as  dated  in  page  26.  After  a  long 
tiial,  he  was  found  guilty.  The 
next  day,  he  was  tried  for  two  fimi- 
lar  affiaults,  and  likewife  found  guilty. 
The  chairman  then  fentenced  him  to 
be  inapt  ifoned  in  Newgate  two  years 
for  each  of  the  three  offences,  and, 
at  the  expiration  of  the  term,  to 
find  fecurity  for  his  good  behaviour 
for  fcven  years,  himfelf  in  200I.  and 
two  fecurities  in  xocl.  each. 

Edinburgh)  Dec.  13.  Phis  day 
the  high  court  of  judiciary  met  to 
determine  the  merits  of  the  appeal 
from  the  circuit-court  at  Perth,  in 
the  trial  of  John  Menzies  from 
Connie,  for  murder,  on  account 
of  one  of  the  jurymen  being  under 
2 1  years  ol  age.  Their  lordfhips 
decided  in  favour  of  the  objection. 
The  lord  advocate  afterwards  ap*- 
plied  to  their  lordfhips  for  a  new 
warrant  of  commitment,  which  was 
granted. 

Bath-,  Dec .  15.  Yeflerday  was 
held  the  anniverfary  of  the  Bath 
Society  for  the  encouragement  of 
agriculture,  arts,  manufactures,  and 
.  commerce, 
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commerce,  when  a  much  larger  num¬ 
ber  of  gentlemen  than  ufual  attend¬ 
ed,  fifty 'of  whom  afterwards  dined 
together  at  the  White  Hart,  where 
the  dinner  was  ferved  up  with  ele¬ 
gance  and  decorum.  One  objedt 
which  had  excited  much  curiofitv  at 
this  meeting  was,  the  comparative 
fhow  of  different  kinds  of  fat  fheep, 
intended  to  aid  the  enquiry,  Which 
is  the  race  of  fheep  moll  advanta¬ 
geous  for  general  dock,  both  in  re- 
fpedf  of  the  carcafe  and  the  wool  ? 
The  fheep  were  fir  ft  fhown  alive, 
and  afterwards  dead.  From  this 
companion,  an  evident  fuperiority 
was  acknowledged  in  the  fmall-honed 
Liecefterfliire,  and  the  South  Down 
forts. 

18.  Yefterday,  the  lord  chief  ba¬ 
ron  at  Serjeant’s-inn,  gave  judgment 
in  Mr.  Atkinfon’s  cafe.  The  court 
of  exchequer  has  confirmed  the  au¬ 
thenticity  of  his  accounts  with  the 
yiHiialiing-board,  as  regulated  by 
the  balance  bill;  but  the  comrhiftion 
of  6d.  per  quarter  on  the  grain  fur- 
nifhed  from  his  own  ftores  is  difal- 
lowed  ;  and  if  the  attorney-general 
craves  an  account  of  the  furn  fo  dif- 
allowed,  it  is  to  be  enquired  into  by 
the  mafter. 

19.  The  felfions  at  the  Old  Bai¬ 
ley  were  held  by  adjournment  from 
Monday  laft,  when  forty-nine  capi- 
tal  convidfs  were  brought  to  the 
bar,  in  confequence  of  a  letter,  un¬ 
der  his  majefty’s  lign  manual,  to 
receive  his  majefty’s  clemency,  on 
condition  of  accepting  the  following 
propofals,  to  be  tranfported  to  the 
eaft  part  of  New  South  Wales,  or 
jfome  one  or  other  of  the  iflands 
adjacent,  forty-five  for  life,  two  for 
fourteen,  and  two  for  feven  years. 
The  behaviour  of  forne  was  very 
improper  and  unbecoming ;  for,  in- 
ftead  of  fliewing  their  gratitude  to 
his  majefty  for  faving  their  lives  al¬ 
ready  forfeited  to  the  law  of  their 


country,  they  accepted  it  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  (lie wed  they  were  unwor¬ 
thy  of  it,  inflating  the  court,  and 
crying  out,  “  Botany  Bay  for  ever  !” 
and  ufing  feveral  other  difrefpedtfui 
and  infolent  expreftions. 

20.  The  bill  of  indictment  pre- 
fented  againft  Mr.  Anderfon  for 
murder,  in  his  unhappy  meeting 
with  Mr.  Stephens,  was  unani- 
mouily  thrown  out,  as  frivolous 
and  unfounded,  by  the  grand  jury 
at  Dover.  See  page  37. 

23.  This  morning,  about  five 
o’clock,  a  moft  tremendous  ftorm 
of  thunder  and  lightning,  with  a 
very  high  wind,  rain,  and  hail,  ex¬ 
tended  itfelf  over  rhe  metropolis, 
and  continued  with  extreme  vio¬ 
lence,  for  upwards  of  half  an  hour. 
Several  hordes  were  unroofed,  &c. 
The  lightning  was  uncommonly  vi¬ 
vid  ;  and  great  damage  has  been 
done  in  various  parts. 

Among  the  various  effects  pro¬ 
duced  in  the  vicinity  of  the  metro¬ 
polis  by  the  dreadful  thunder  ftorm, 
perhaps  the  following  is  not  the  leaf! 
lingular.  Mifs  Brooks,  at  the  Fox, 
in  Kingftand-road,  was  exceedingly 
alarmed  by  a  moft  tremendous  clap 
of  thunder,  which  feemed  to  (hake 
the  houfe  from  the  foundation.  The 
lightning,  which  was  beyond  defcrip- 
tion  awful,  entered  her  bed-room  in 
a  zig-zag  direction,  and  ftrongly  im¬ 
pregnated  the  air  with  fulphureous 
particles.  Her  perfon  received  no 
injury,  but  her  gown,  which  lay  by 
the  bed  fide,  was  perforated  in  fo 
many  places  that  it  refembled  a  cin- 
der-fieve,  and  the  adlion  of  the  elec¬ 
tric  fluid  on  the  wires  of  her  cap 
had  made  it  as  black  as  if  it  had 
been  fufperided  fome  time  from  the 
roof  of  a  fmithy. 

Edinburgh,  Dee.  23.  On  Thlirfi- 
day  laft  arrived  at  Walker’s  hotel 
Mr.  Rafpe,  the  celebrated  mine- 
ralogift,  who  brings  the  pleading 

accounts 
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accounts  of  his  having  difcovered  a 
number  of  very  valuable  marble 
quarries  in  the  Weftern  I(Ies  of  Scot¬ 
land,  which  muft  be  of  very  great 
benefit  not  only  to  that  part  of  the 
country,  but  likewife  to  this.  The 
marble  is  beautiful  and  plentiful, 
and  in  a  little  time  it  is  hoped  we 
fhall  have  no  occafion  to  fend  to 
Italy  for  that  article,  A  (hip-load 
of  it  is  arrived  at  Leith,  and  another 
almoft  ready  to  fail  with  (lores  and 
provifions  for  the  workmen  who  are 
fo  laudably  employed.  Befides  the 
difcovering  of  the  marble,  Mr.  Rafpe 
has  found  manv  mines,  which  in  a 
(hort  period  may  be  of  the  greateft 
advantage  to  this  ifland. 

Dub  in,  Dec .  22.  The  Charle- 
mont  packet  failed  onWednefday, 
and  had  reached  the  bay  of  Dublin, 
when  (lie  was  driven  back  by  a  vio¬ 
lent  gale  of  wind  ;  not  long  after  a 
large  Weft  Indiaman  went  to  the 
bottom  with  her  crew  at  the  en¬ 
trance  of  that  harbour.  On  Friday 
the  weather  became  favourable,  and 
the  captain  again  proceeded  to  fea, 
havinor  during;  this  interval,  increafed 
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his  paflengers  to  the  number  of  about 
1 20.  He  again  had  nearly  made  the 
port  of  Dublin,  when  a  ftcond  time 
he  was  forced  to  put  back.  By  this 
time,  the  uneafinefs  of  the  people 
became  general,  and  the  cabin  paf¬ 
lengers  were  very  importunate  with 
the  matter  to  land  them  at  Holy- 
head,  although  he  declared  himfelf 
imperfectly  acquainted  with  thecoaft, 
and  exhorted  them  to  relinquifh  their 
intentions.  His  mate,  however,  con¬ 
fident  of  his  own  intimate  knowledge, 
Succeeded  in  carrying  the  favourite 
point  of  the  paiTengejrs,  and  they  ac¬ 
cordingly  fleered  thither :  the  c.onfe- 
q uences  were  fatal :  the  mate,  de¬ 
ceived  by  fome  lights,  miftook  his 
courfe;  the  veffel  ftruck  on  one  of 
the  rocks  which  fkirt  the  Welch  coaft, 
foou  after  went  to  pieces,  and  ftxteen 
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perfons  only  efcaped  the  mercilefs 
element* 

Among  thofe  providentially  faved, 
is  the  hon.  Captain  Jones,  fon  to  lord 
Ranelagh,who,when  the  veffel  ftruck3 
fprung  from  her  on  the  rock,  and  re¬ 
ceived  no  injury.  Through  the  in- 
trepidity  of  this  gentleman,  and  at 
imminent  hazard  to  himfelf,  a  per- 
fon  belonging  to  Mr.  Aftley’s  com- 
pany  was  refeued  from  a  moft  perilous 
lituation, being  caught  by capt. Jones, 
on  the  return  of  a  wave  which  walhed 
him  from  the  fame  rock  on  which  he 
had  alfo  leaped  fi  om  the  packet. 

About  twelve  ladies  were  onboard, 
fome  of  whom,  in  expedition  of  a(- 
liftance,  and  under  the  horrors  of 
death  impending  over  them  in  fo 
terrible  a  form,  clung  round  the 
fteward  of  the  (hip,  who,  thus  pre¬ 
vented  from  the  poflibility  of  making 
any  efforts  for  his  own  prefervation, 
periflied  in  their  embraces.  Among 
other  paffengers  were  two  Romiffr 
clergymen,  one  of  whom  efcaped. 
— The  captain,  by  afeending  the 
ftirouds,  was  landed  in  a  place  of 
fafety  on  the  heeling  of  the  veffel, 
and  the  mate  has  alfo  efcaped,  but, 
we  are  informed,  is  imprifoned,  for 
fome  negligence  of  information,  fa¬ 
tal,  as  is  faid,  to  many  who  might 
have  been  faved  on  an  earlier  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  ftate  of  the  veffel. 

The  circumftances  of  thofe  who 
furvived  this  dreadful  event  (every 
article  but  what  remained  on  their 
backs  being  loft)  were  conliderably 
alleviated  by  the  humane  attention 
of  captain  Jones,  vvhofe  benevolence 
was  as  confpicuous  in  the  hour  of 
diftrefs,  as  his  fortitude  was  in  the 
moment  of  danger. 

E  feu  rial,  Nov.  22.  The  late  ac¬ 
counts  received  here  from  Oran  ftate, 
that  (hocks  of  an  earthquake  conti¬ 
nued  to  be  felt  there  till  the  29th  of 
October,  and  that  there  then  re¬ 
mained  (landing  of  the  town  and 

for- 
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fortifications  only  a  part  of  the  ex¬ 
terior  walls.  The  number  of  per- 
fons  who  perifiied  by  this  calamity 
is  eftimated  at  upwards  of  2000,  in¬ 
cluding  22  officers,  and  304  private 
foldiers  belonging  to  the  garrifon. 
The  number  of  the  wounded  has 
not  yet  been  afcertained. 

The  bey  of  Mafcara,  in  which 
province  Oran  is  fituated,  availed 
himfelf  of  the  diflrefied  (fate  of  that 
garrifon,  to  attack  it  with  a  confi- 
derable  force  ;  but,  through  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  exertion  of  the  remain¬ 
ing  foldiery  and  inhabitants,  he  was 
repulfed  with  great  lofs,  after  three 
obflinate  attacks,  and  compelled  to 
retire  from  before  the  place.  Lond .. 
Gaz, 

28.  This  month  died  the  follow¬ 
ing  perfons*  at  very  advanced  ages, 
viz.  William  Napier,  a  day  labourer, 
aged  ios»  at  Balerno,  in  Currie  pa- 
rifh.  His  eldefl  fon,  who  attended 
the  interment,  was  fo  infirm  through 
age,  as  to  require  to  be  fupported 

by  two  perfons. - At  Maryport, 

Cumberland,  aged  107,  Jof.  Peale. 
This  extraordinary  perfon,  who  re- 
figned  his  breath  in  the  fame  cottage 
in  which  he  received  it,  was  appren¬ 
tice  to  a  rope-maker  in  Whitehaven, 
in  the  reign  of  queen  Anne.  Be¬ 
ing  imprefled,  he  ferved  in  the  wars 
during  her  reign ;  he  afterwards 
married,  and  had  twelve  children 
by  one  wife,  who  died  feveral  years 


ago,  and  he  never  fuffered  himfelf 
to  be  fhaved  fmee  that  period.  His 
chief  attendant,  for  many  years  paft, 
was  a  maiden  daughter,  now  almoft 
80  years  of  age.  He  was  chiefly 
fupported,  of  late,  by  the  bounty  of 
fome  families  in  his  neighbourhood, 
and  retained  his  health  to  the  laft, 
a  trifling  defedf  in  his  eyes  and  hear¬ 
ing  excepted. — At  Crumlin,  in  Ire¬ 
land,  aged  ioc,  Mrs.  Mary  Tench. 
Her  father,  Mr.  Garret  Tench,  lived 
to  the  age  of  104,  her  mother  to  that 
of  96,  and  her  uncle,  Mr.  Andrew 
Tench,  to  that  of  no.  She  has  left 
two  fillers  living,  whofe  ages  added 

together  make  170  years. - At 

Winall,  near  Coventry,  aged  108, 
John  Plover,  more  ufually  known 
by  the  appellation  of  Old  Blue-fkin. 
He  lived  as  a  fervant  in  the  Beau- 
water  family  near  50  years,  and  af¬ 
terwards  built  himfelf  a  cottage  at 
Winall,  near  the  turnpike-road ;  and 
though  he  could  not  then  be  by  any 
means  a  young  man,  he  lived  to  fee 
the  trees  he  planted  round  it  become 
large  timber.  He  had  feveral  of  his 
teeth  when  he  died,  and  retained 
his  memory  to  the  lafl?  He  obtained 
the  name  of  Blue-lkin  from  having 
frequently,  when  a  young  man,  been 
beaten  black  and  blue ;  for  being  a 
hardy  fellow,  and  having  a  good 
deal  of  fpirit,  his  body  was  feldom 
without  bearing  the  marks  of  his 
adverfaries*  blows. 
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Chriftened 


J  Males  9706 
f  Females  9214 

Died  under  2  Years  587 7 
Between  2  and  5  1948 

5  and  10  748 

10  and  20  640 


} 


p  .•  1  /  Males  9190/Decreafed  in  the  Burials 
ue  \  Females  8846  J  this  Year  2711. 


20  and  30  -  1277 
30  and  40  -  1733 
40  and  50  -  1785 
50  and  60  -  1548  , 


60  and  70  -  2238 
70  and  80  -  816 
80  and  90  -  371 
90  and  100  -  53 


102  -  -  I 

103  -  -  I 
105  -  -  I 

107  -  -  I 
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BIRTHS  in  the  Tear  1790. 

January  1 .  Lady  of  lord  Comp¬ 
ton,  a  fon  and  heir. 

4.  Lady  of  fir  Watts  Horton* 
hart,  a  fon. 

2 1 .  Lady  of  fir  Thomas  Which- 
cote,  bart.  a  fon. 

Feb.  9.  Lady  of  Reginald  Pole 
Carew,  efq.  M.  P.  a  daughter. 

17.  Lady  Catherine  Rodney,  a 
fon. 

— .  Lady  Warren,  a  daughter. 

22.  Countefs  of  Aylesfprd,  a 
daughter. 

23.  Lady  Apfley,  a  fon  and  heir. 

— .  Lady  Charlotte  Dundas,  a 

daughter. 

March  3.  Lady  of  fir  Hugh  Dai¬ 
ry  mple,  bart.  a  daughter. 

5.  Lady  of  Dr.  George  Pretty- 
man,  bifliop  of  Lincoln,  a  fon. 

9.  Lady  of  fir  George  Chetwynd, 
bart.  a  fon. 

15.  Lady  of  fir  Henry  Calder, 
bart.  a  fon. 

— .  Lady  of  Nathaniel  William 
Wraxall,  efq.  M.  P.  a  daughter. 

16,  Lady  of  fir  John  Frederick, 
bart.  a  daughter. 

Lately,  lady  Lovaine,  a  fon. 

April  12.  Vifcountefs  Falmouth, 
a  fon. 

23.  Lady  Willoughby  de  Erefby, 
a  daughter. 

28.  Lady  of  the  hon.  lieut.  col. 
Fane,  a  fon. 

.  Hon.  Mrs.  Magens  Dorrien, 
a  daughter. 

May  8.  Lady  John  Rutfell,  a 
fon. 

ic.  Lady  of  fir  John  Rous,  bart. 
a  daughter. 

.2 1.  Duchefs  of  Devonfhire,  a  fon 
and  heir,  at  Paris. 

Lately,  hon.  Mis.  Clifford,  lof 
New  Park,  Somerfet,  a  fon  and 
heir. 

June  1.  Lady  of  fir  William  Fou- 
lis,  bart.  a  fon' 
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14.  Lady  Haddo,  a  fori. 

23.  Lady  of  fir  John  Shaw,  bart. 
a  daughter. 

24.  Lady  of  fir  Alexander  Purvis, 
bart.  a  fon. 

July  3.  Her  Sicilian  majefty,  a 
prince,  baptifed  Leopold,  John, 
Jofeph,  Sc  c. 

7.  Lady  Louifa  Macdonald,  a 
daughter. 

— Countefs  of  Glafgow,  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

1 9.  Lady  of  Thomas  Steele,  efq. 
M.  P.  a  daughter. 

Aug.  3.  Countefs  of  Harrington, 
a  fon. 

4.  Lady  of  the  hon.  Lewis  Wat- 
fon,  a  daughter. 

5.  Lady  of  Samuel  Smith,  efq.- 
M.  P.  a  fon. 

13.  Lady  Charlotte  Lenox,  a 
daughter. 

16.  Lady  of  John  Cox  Hippefley, 
efq.  M.  P.  a  fon  and  heir. 

20*  Lady  of  George  Auguftus 
lord  North,  a  fon. 

27.  Lady  Arden,  a  daughter* 

Lately,  lady  M.  Sinclair,  a  fon. 

Sept .  17.  Lady  of  Henry  Pierfe, 
efq.  M.  P.  a  fon. 

18.  Lady  of  fir  David  Carnegie, 
bart.  a  daughter. 

23.  Lady  of  fir  John  Ingilby, 
bart.  a  daughter. 

24.  Lady  of  John  Anflruther, 
efq.  M.  P.  a  fon. 

30.  Lady  of  the  hon.  colonel 
Rodney,  a  fon. 

Oft.  4.  Countefs  of  Lauderdale, 
a  daughter. 

6.  Lady  of  fir  George  Augufius 
William  Shuckburgh,  bart.  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

8.  Lady  of  fir  William  Cunning¬ 
ham,  bart.  a  fon. 

1  5.  Lady  of  fir  James  Colquhoun, 
bart.  a  daughter. 

16.  Lady  Grace  Douglas,  a  fon. 

19.  Countels  Delaware,  a  daugh¬ 
ter,  "which  died  two  days  after. 

31.  Lady 
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Lately,  Lady  Charles  Somerfet, 
ia  daughter. 

3 1 .  Lady  of  fir  Henry  Dafhwood, 
bart.  a  daughter. 

Nov*  5.  Lady  of  James  Bland 
Burges,  efq.  M.  P.  a  daughter. 

18.  Countefs  of  Carysfort,  a  fon. 

Dec.  5.  Lady  of  George  Sumner, 
efq.  M.  P.  a  fon. 

6i  Lady  Stourton,  a  fon. 

7*  Lady  Compton,  a  fon. 


MARRIAGES  in  the  Tear  1790* 

January  1.  Hon.  and  rev.  Charles 
Lindfay,  to  mifs  Fydell,  of  Bofton, 
in  Lincolnfhire. 

4.  The  duke  of  Dorfet,  to  mifs 
Cope,  daughter  of  lady  Hawkef- 
bury. 

— .  Hon.  Henry  Fitzroy,  to  lady 
Anne  Weiley,  filler  of  the  earl  of 
Mornington. 

6.  Captain  Sutherland,  of  the 
navy,  to  mifs  Louifa  Colebrooke, 
daughter  of  fir  George  Colebrooke, 
bart, 

— .  Hon.  Stephen  rfigby,  to  mifs 
Gunning,  daughter  of  fir  Robert 
Gunning,  bart.  and  maid  of  honour 
to  her  majefly. 

— .  Thomas  Langford  Brooke, 
efq.  of  Mere,  in  Chefhire,  to  mifs 
Broughton,  daughter  of  the  rev.  fir 
Thomas  Broughton,  bart. 

—  Robert  Gregory,  efq.  ilephevv 
of  Mark  Gregory,  efq.  M.  P.  for 
Newton,  to  mifs  Brograve,  of  Wor- 
fled,  Norfolk. 

20.  Rev.  J.  Jones,  D.  D.  reflor 
of  Shipflone  upon  Stour,  to  vifcoun- 
tefs  dowager  Afh brook. 

23.  Owen  Wynne,  efq.  M.  P.  for 
Sligo,  to  lady  Sarah  Cole,  daughter 
of  the  earl  of  Ennifkillen. 

29.  Edward  fervis  Ricchatts,  efq. 
to  the  hon.  mifs  Twifleton. 

Lately,  George  earl  of  Errol,  to 
mifs  Blake,  daughter  of  J.  Blake, 
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efq.  of  Ardfry,  in  the  county  of 
Galway. 

Feb.  6.  John  Spencer,  efq.  deleft 
fon  of  lord  Ciiarles  Spencer,  to  lady 
Elizabeth  Spencer,  daughter  of  the 
duke  of  Marlborough. 

Mar.  3.  Hon.  John  George  Mon¬ 
tagu,  eldefl  fon  of  vifeount  Hinchin- 
broke,  to  mifs  Beckingham,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Stephen  Beckingham,  eiq. 
of  Portman-fquare* 

5.  John  Calcraft,  efq.  M.  P.  to 
mifs  Elizabeth  Hales,  daughter  of 
the  late  fir  Thomas  Pyrn  Hales, 
bart. 

22.  Hon.  Edward  Folev,  to  mifs 
Hodgetts,  of  Preft wood. 

20.  Rev.  Jofeph  ToWnfhend,  to 
lady  Lydia  C  lerke. 

27*  Captain  Freemantle,  to  the 
hon.  mifs  Catherine  Ongley,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  late  lord  Ongley 

April  6.  Captain  Thomas  Poplet, 
to  mifs  Louifa  Bayly,  daughter  of 
the  late  hr  Nicholas  Bayly,  bart. 
and  lifter  to  the  earl  of  Uxbridge. 

13.  Hon.  John  Thomas  Townf- 
hend,  eldeft  fon  of  vifeount  Sydney, 
to  the  hon.  mifs  Southwell,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  late  lord  Clifford,  of  Ap¬ 
pleby. 

26.  Hon.  Henry  Dillon,  to  mifs 
Trant. 

May  3  Edward  Hay,  efq.  to  the 
hon.  mifs  Maria  Murray,  daughter 
of  the  late  George  lord  Elibank. 

11.  Colonel  Loftus,  to  lady  Eli¬ 
zabeth  Townlhend. 

Lately,  hon.  capt.  Peregrine  Ber¬ 
tie,  to  mifs  Hutchins,  of  Yattenden, 
Berks. 

June  3.  Hon.  and  rev.  Archibald 
Hamilton  Cathcart,  to  mifs  Frances 
Henrietta  Freemantle. 

12.  Wyndham  Knatchbull,  efq. 
to  mifs  Knatchbull,  lifter  of  fir  Ed¬ 
ward  Knatchbull,  hart. 

15.  Edward  Lockwood  Percivall, 
efq.  fon  of  the  rev.  Edward  Lock-, 
(Da)  wood, 
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wood,  to  mitt  Manners  Sutton, 
daughter  of  the  late  lord  George 
Manners  Sutton. 

22.  Henry  Methoid,  efq.  to  mifs 
Eden,  daughter  of  fir  J.ohn  Eden, 
bart. 

25.  Marquis  de  ClioifeuI,  ter  mifs 
Dawkin,  only  daughter  of  the  late 
William  Dawkin,  efq.  of  Kirly  wch, 
Glamorganlhire. 

26.  Rev.  John  Molefworth,  bro¬ 
ther  to  fir  William  Molefworthr 
bart.  to  mifs  Catherine  St.  Aubyn, 
fitter  of  fir  John  St.  Aubyn,  bart. 

30.  Sir  William  WaJke,  bart.  to 
mils  Sitwell,,  daughter  of  Francis 
Sitwell,  efq.  of  Renfhaw  Hall,  Desv 
byfhire. 

July  i.-  Charles  Yorke,  efq.  M.  P„ 
for  Cambridgelhire,  to  mifs  Man- 
ningham,  daughter  of  Charles  Man- 
ningham,  efq.,  of  Thorpe,  in  Surry. 

3.  Captain  Nugent  of  the  navy, 
to  Mrs.  Johnttone,  relict  of  the  late 
commodore  Johnttone. 

24.  Marquis  Graham,,  to  lady 
Caroline  Maria  Montagu,  fitter  of 
the  d.uke  of  Manchetter. 

— .  William,  Parker  Hammond, 
efq.  of  Haling-Ho,  Surry,  to  mifs 
Carr,  daughter  of  fir  Robert  Carr,: 
bart.  or  Hampton. 

Lately,  Captain  Stapleton,  bro¬ 
ther  to  lord'Le  Defpencer,  to  mils 
Keppel. 

28.  Robert  Hyde,  efq.  grandfon 
to  the  late  earl  of  Anglefey,  to  mifs 
Graham,  of  Southwark.. 

29.  Hon.  ancl  rev.  Thomas  Wat- 
ion,  to  mife  Ann  Shepley  Green,  of 
Stratford,  in  EfTex. 

— -•  Mr.  Dugald  Stewart,  profef- 
for  of  moral  philofophy  in  the  uni- 
verfity  of  Edinburgh,  to  mifs  Helen 
D’Arcy  Cranftoun,  daughter  of  the 
late  hon.  George  Cranttoun. 

31.  Prince  Royal  of  Denmark, 
to  the  princefs  Maria,  eldett  daugh¬ 
ter  of  prince  Charles  of  Hette  CaileL 
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Aug.  6.  William  Trenchard,  elq.- 
of  Wolveton,  Dorfet,  to  lady  Hefter 
Amelia  De  Burgh,  fitter  of  the  mar¬ 
quis  of  Clknrickarde. 

7.  George  James  Cholmondeley,. 
efq.  to  mifs  Pitt,  fitter  of  William* 
Morton  Pitt,  efq.  M.  P. 

— .  Sir  Griffith  Boynton,  bart..  to 
mifs  Parkhurft. 

10.  Hon.  Spencer  Perceval,  to¬ 
rn  ifs  Jane  Wilfon,  daughtei  of  fir 
Thomas  Spencer  Wilfon,  bart. 

14.  Archduke  Francis,  hereditary 
prince  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  to 
Donna  Maria  Therefa,  eldett  daugh¬ 
tei'  of  his  Sicilian  majetty. 

— .  Ferdinand*  great  duke  of  Tuf- 
cany,  fecond  fon  of  his  Hungarian 
majetty,  to  Donna  Maria  Louifa,  fe- 
cond  daughter  of  his  Sicilian  majetty.* 

15.  Benjamin  Jennings,  efq.  to 
the  vifeountefs  dowager  Dudley  and* 
Ward. 

28.  Sir  Charles-  Afgill,  bart.  to 
mifs  Jemima  Sophia  Ogle,  daughter 
of  admiral  fir  Chaloner  Ogle. 

Sepu  4-  John  Lowtheiy  efq.  to 
lady  Elizabeth  Fane. 

5 .  Hon.  George  Annefley,.  to  the 
hon.  mifs  Anne  Courtenay. 

8.  Sir  Edward  Hales,  bart.  to 
Mrs.  Palmer. 

9..  Hon.  John  Eliot,  to  mifs 
Yorke,  filfer  of  the  earl  of  Hard- 
wicke. 

11.  Pv.ev.  Thomas  Clarke,  vicar 
of  Hull,  to  mifs  Wilberforce,  filler 
of  William  Wilberforce,  efq.  M.  P* 

20.  Dr.  Stewart,  of  Southampton  , 
to  lady  Shelly. 

23.  Charles  Bridges  Woodcock,, 
elq.  of  Brentford,  to  mifs  Anne 
Crolbie,  daughter  to-  the  hon.  and 
rev.  Maurice  Crolbie,  dean  of  Li¬ 
merick. 

Oft.  4.  Lord  Shuldham,  to  Mrs* 
Harcourt,  of  Englefield  Green. 

5.  Rev,  Mr.  Baflett,  brother  to 
fir  Francis  Battettr  to  mifs  Mary 

Wingfield, 
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Wingfield,  niece  to  lady  St.  Au- 
byn. 

1 1 .  Chriflopher  Mufgrave,  efq. 
fecond  fon  of  fir  Philip  Muf¬ 
grave,  bart.  to  the  hon.  mifs  Archer, 
fecond  daughter  of  the  late  lord  Ar¬ 
cher,  of  Amberfale,  in  Warwick¬ 
shire. 

1 2.  Earl  of  Donegal,  to  mifs  Bar¬ 
bara  Godfrey. 

1 4.  Charles  George  Auguftus,  he¬ 
reditary  prince  of  Brunfwick,  to  the 
princefs  Frederica  Louifa  Wilhel- 
mina,  daughter  of  ihe  prince  of 
Orange. 

— .  John  Wharton,  efq.  M.  P. 
.to  mifs  Sufan  Lambtonu,  daughter 
of  general  Lambton. 

i  8.  Michael  Stanhope,  efq.  firfl 
coufin  to  the  earl  of  Oh efter field,  to 
'mils  S.  Hamiltdn,  of  Edinburgh. 

Nov*  3..  1  homas  Bligh,  nephew 
to  the  late  general  Bligh,  to  lady 
Theodofia  bligh,  , filler  to  the  earl 
of  Darnley. 

13.  Lieut,  coi.  Coufimaker,  to 
the  hon.  mifs  Southwell,  filler  to 
ford  Clifford. 

Dec,  5.  Capt.  Clive,  to  the  hon. 
imifs  Archer,  you ngeft*  daughter  of 
the  late  lord  Archer. 

14.  Sir  Edward  William  Crofhie, 
bart.  to  Mrs.  Dodd,  daughter  of 
lady  Heller  Welle  nrae. 

— .  William  Manfell,  -efq.  eidefl 
fon  of  fir  William  Manfell,  bart.  to 
mifs  Beil,  daughter  of  John  Bell, 
■elq.  of  Harefield, 


DEATHS  in  the  Near  1790. 

January  2.  Major  gen.  M‘Nab, 
colonel  of  the  41ft  regiment  of  foot. 

3.  Anthony  earl  of  Meath. 

Lately,  Mrs.  Browne,  wife  of 
Henry  Browne,  efq.  and  aunt  to  the 
marchionefs  of  Buckingham. 

7.  Hon.  Mrs.  Jeaii  Anfiruther, 
filler  to  lord  Newark, 
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11.  John  Burnell,  efq.  alderman 
of  Aldgate  Ward,  lord  mayor  in 
1788. 

12.  Sir  William  Nairne,  bart. 

Lately,  at  Lyons,  fir  William 

Meredith,  bart.  formerly  M.  P.  for 
Liverpool. 

Hon.  Charles  Frederick  Ramfay„ 
uncle  to  the  late  earl  of  Dalhoufie. 

13.  Mrs.  Brett,  lady  of  Charles 
Brett,  efq.  M.  P, 

• — .  Maher  Brydges  Obrien  Gor¬ 
don,  only  fon  of  fir  Adam  Gordon, 
bart. 

18.  Thomas  Ewer,  efq.  M.  P. 
for  Dorchefier. 

20.  At  Cherfon,  John  Howard, 
efq.  the  celebrated  philanthropill. 

23.  Lady  dowager  Gray. 

26.  Mrs.  Eyre,  grandmother  of 
the  earl  of  Mafiareene. 

Feb.  1 .  Chaloner  Chute,  efq.  fe¬ 
cond  fon  of  Thomas  Lobb  Chute, 
efq.  of  the  Vine,  Hants. 

4.  Hon.  and  rev.  James  Talbot, 
a  priefl  of  the  church  of  Rome,  and 
uncle  to  the  earl  of  Shrewlbury. 

5 .  The  celebrated  William  Cullen, 

M.  D. 

10.  Hon.  John  Lyttelton,  fon  of 
lord  Weficote. 

11.  Ferdinando  Stanhope,  efq. 
uncle  to  the  earl  of  Cheflerfield. 

1 Lady  of  fir  Hungerford  Hof- 
kins,  bart. 

2c.  The  emperor  fofeph  II. 

2 4.  Jane  lady  Lindores,  dowager 
of  the  late  general  Alexander  lord 
Lindores. 

26.  Admiral  fir  Jofhua  Rowley, 
bart.  .  * 

March  7*  Vifeountefs  Ohetwynd. 

4.  Dr.  Samuel  Halifax,  bifhop  of 
St.  Afaph. 

6.  Sir  Charles  Erfidne,.  bart.  of 
Cambo. 

K.  Sir  John  Coghill,  bart.  of  Coe- 
hill-hall,  Yorkfliire. 

9.  LadyAugufta  Fitzgerald,  young- 
eft  daughter  of  the  duke  of  Leinfter. 

(D  3)  Mis. 


— Mrs,  Ilbert,  relict  of  William 
Ilbert,  efq.  and  great  aunt  to  vifcount 
Courtenay. 

i  2.  The  lady  of  George  Darby, 
efq.  rear-admiral  of  Great  Britain. 

1 6.  Robert  Adair,  elq  furgeon- 
general  to  the  army,  and  brother- 
in-law  to  the  late  earl  of  Albemarle. 

21*  Anthony  Addington,  M.  D. 
father  of  the  right  hon.  Henry  Ad¬ 
dington,  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of 
Commons, 

23.  Lady  Geraldina  Fitzgerald, 
third  daughter  of  the  duke  of  Lein- 
fter. 

26.  G  eorge  Darby,  efq.  rear-ad  - 
mural  of  Great  Britain. 

’  Lately,  Dr,  Charles  Jackfon,  bi- 
iliQD  of  Kildare. 

3 1.  Lady  Catharine  Bourke, daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  earl  of  Mayo. 

April  2.  'Countefs  of  Fauconberg. 

5.  George  Mailings,  efq.  fon  of 
Mr.  Haftings,  of  Folkflone,  the  fup- 
pofed  claimant  of  the  earldom  of 
Huntingdon,’ 

.it-  SIdi  Mahomet,  emperor  of 
Morocco. 

12.  Hon.  Charlotte  Boyle  Wal- 

;  '  * 

fingham,  relidt  of  the  late  hon.  capt. 
Robert  Boyle  Walfingham. 

17.  Mils  Ann  Maria  Rouverie, 
daughter  of  the  hon.  Bartholomew 
Bouverie. 

— .  Hugh  fecond  lord  MaiTey, 

— .  The  celebrated  Dr.  Benjamin 
Franklin. 

May  2.  Rev.  Martin  Madan,  D.D. 
author  of  Thelypthora. 

16.  Philip  earl  of  Hardwicke. 

2i,  Rev.  Thomas-Warton,  B.  D. 
poet  laureat, 

— ,  Stephen  earl  of  Mount  Ca- 
fhell, 

29.  George  duke  of  Montagu; 
the  title  extindt. 

Lately,  the  countefs'  of  Orkney 
?tpd  Inchi  quin. 

J zinc  9.  Admiral  fir  John  Lock¬ 
hart  Rofs,  bart, 

I 


June  9.  George  Jennings,  efq. 
M.  P.  for  Thetford. 

12,  Lieut,  gen.  John  Pomeroy. 

14.  Mary  Therefa,  countefs  of 
Uchefler. 

18.  Hon.  and  rev.  John  Murray, 
dean  of  Killaloe  in  Ireland,  uncle 
to  the  duke  of  Athol. 

23.  Mrs.  Hefter  Fitzmaurice,  re¬ 
lief!:  of  John  Fitzmaurice,  efq.  uncle 
to  the  rnarquis  of  Lanfdown,  and 
filler  to  lord  Weflcote. 

28.  Dominic  Trant,  brother-in- 
law  to  lord  Fitzgibbon,  lord  chan¬ 
cellor  of  Ireland. 

29.  Hon.  capt.  Peregrine  Bertie, 
M,  P.  for  Oxford. 

30.  Major  general  William  Roy, 
colonel  of  the  24th  regiment  of 
foot, 

July  6.  George  Auguftus  Eliott, 
lord  Heath  held  of  Gibraltar, 

12.  Chriftian,  lady  dowager  of 
Donald,  fifth  lord  Reay. 

Lately,  mifs  Wykham,  daughter 
of  William  Humphrey  Wykham, 
efq.  and  niece  to  vifeount  Wen- 
man. 

1 4.  The  celebrated  marfhal  Lau- 
dohn. 

18.  Adam  Smith,  LL.  D.  author 
of  4  The  Importance  of  the  Wealth 
of  Nations*,  and  4  The  Theory  of 
Moral  Sentiments.’ 

20.  Rev.  fir  Peter  Rivers  Gay, 
part,  prebendary  of  Winchefter. 

22.  Sir  Banks  Jenkinfon,  bart. 
nephew  to  lord  Hawkfbury, 

30.  Hon.  mifs  Fitzgibbon,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  lord  chancellor  of  Ire* 
land. 

3  I.  James  Cranftoun,  efq.  a  cap-? 
tain  in  the  navy. 

Lately,  fir  Thpmas  Skip  with,  bart. 

Aug.  4.  Francis  earl  of  Guilford. 

10.  Lady  Anne  Paterfon,  wife  of 
fir  John. Paterfon,  bait,  and  daugh¬ 
ter  pf  the  earl  of  Mfmempont. 

— r.  Catherine  countefs  dowager 
Qf  Plymputh. 

13  ,  Hcn? 
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13.  Hon.  lady  Army tage,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  lord  Suffield. 

17.  Aug.ulline  Carlini,  the  cele¬ 
brated  flatuary,  and  keeper  of  the 
Royal  Academy. 

19.  Lady  of  lir  Jofeph  Mawbey, 
bart. 

23.  Hon.  Charles  Foley,  eldefl 
fon  of  lord  Foley. 

Lately,  Philip  Dundas,  efq.  bro¬ 
ther  to  the  lord  advocate  of  Scot¬ 
land. 

28.  Lady  Blayney,  mother  of  the 
countefs  of  Clermont, 

29.  Jane,  dowager  of  Alexander 
lord  Banff. 

30.  Sir  Thomas  Durrant,  bart. 

Sept.  1.  General  Jofeph  Smith. 

3.  Charlotte  countefs  dowager  of 
Clarendon. 

4,  Lady  of  lir  George  Qlyn,  bart. 

— ,  Archibald  vifcount  Gosfprd. 

1 3,  Lady  of  Sir  John  Orde,  bart. 

14.  Hon.lieut.  gen.  Philip  Sher- 
rard. 

18.  His  royal  highnefs  Henry 
Frederick  duke  of  Cumberland. 

23.  William  duke  of  Montrofe. 

25.  Sir  John  Moore,  bart. 

OH?  4,.  Sir  Bellingham  Graham, 
of  Norton  Conyers,  bart. 

5?  Lady  Mary  Ann  Pleydell  Bou- 
verie,  eldell  daughter  of  the  earl  of 
Radnor. 

8.  Edward  earl  of  Oxford. 

— .  Prince  Henry,  eldell  fon  of 
Prince  Ferdinand  of  Prulfia. 

13.  Stephen  Metcalfe,  efq.  a  lieiit. 
in  the  navy,  and  brother-in-law  to 
the  earl  of  Uxbridge. 

David  d’Aguilar,  efq.  uncle  to 
the  hon.  admiral  Keith  Stewart. 

17.  Mynheer  Henry  Fagel,  Gref- 
fier  to  the  States  General  of  the 
United  Provinces. 

22.  Horn  James  Browne,  uncle  to 
the  earl  of  Altamont. 

30.  Mr.  John  Edwin,  the  cele¬ 
brated  comedian. 

3 1 .  Lord  J ames  Manners,  brother 

John  third  duke  of  Rutland, 
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Nov.  5.  Sir  Hildebrand  Jacob, 
bart. 

6.  John  Thornton,  efq.  father  to 
the  members  for  Southwark,  Col- 
cheller,  and  Hull. 

10.  Lieut.  Gen.  John  Douglas, 
col.  of  the  5th  regiment  of  dragoon 
guards. 

12.  Thomas  Lobb  Chute,  efq. 
father  of  William  Chute,  efq.  M.  P. 
for  Hants. 

20.  Hon.  William  Fellowes  Wal¬ 
lop,  fon  of  the  earl  of  Portfmouth. 

29.  William  Brabazon,  efq.  uncle 
to  the  earl  of  Meath. 

— .  Hon.  John  George  Montagu, 
grandfon  of  the  earl  of  Sandwich. 

Lately,  Dorothy,  dowager  of 
John,  fecond  vifcount  Lilburne. 

30.  Sir  Hugh  Dalrymple,  bart. 

Dec.  1.  George  Mathew,  efq* 

uncle  to  lord  Landaff. 

2.  John  earl  of  Mayo. 

4.  Lady  of  lir  Nigel  Gredey, 
bart. 

5.  Jane  duchefs  of  Athol. 

— .  Lady  Eagelton. 

1 1 .  Sir  Samuei  Plannay,  bart. 
M.  P.  for  Camelford. 

16.  Vice-admiral  }ohn  Campbell. 

20.  Elizabeth  duchefs  of  Argyll 
and  Hamilton. 

26.  Dr.  Hugh  Smith,  of  Strat¬ 
ford,  in  Elfex. 

— .  Maria  Therefa  duchefs  of 
Modena, 


PROMOTIONS  in  the  Year  1790# 

January  12.  John  earl  of  Chat¬ 
ham,  Richard  Hopkins,  efq.  Charles 
George  lord  Arden,  Samuel  lord 
Hood,  Robert  vifcount  Belgrave, 
the  hon.  John  James  Townlhend, 
and  Alan  Gardner,  efq.  to  be  lords 
of  the  admiralty. 

13.  Hon.  mils  Julia  Digby — - 
Maid  of  honour  to  her  majefty. 

16.  William  Bellingham,  efq.*— A 
commilkofier  of  the  navy. 

(D  4,  .  Francis, 
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— .  Francis  Stephens,  efq.—  Com- 
miffioner  of  the  victualling  office. 

30.  Major  general  Thomas  Stir¬ 
ling,  to  be  col.  of  the  41ft  regt.  of 
foot. 

Feb.  20.  Henry  Hamilton,  efq. 
to  be  governor  of  the  Bermuda 
iflands. 

March ,  3.  Vifcount  Falmouth, 
and  the  hon.  Dudley  Ryder— Privy- 
counfellors. 

6.  Right  hon.  William  Wynd- 
ham  Grenville,  William  Pitt,  and 
Henry  Dundas,  Conftantine  John 
lord  Mulgrave,  lord  Frederick 
Campbell,  and  the  right  hon.  Dud¬ 
ley  Ryder — Commiffioners  of  the 
affairs  of  India, 

9.  Earl  Harcourt — Matter  of  the 
horfe  to  the  queen. 

15.  Dr.  William  Black — Firft 
phyfician  to  his  majefty  in  Scotland. 

15.  Watkin  Williams,  efq.  lord 
lieutenant  of  Merionethfhire. 

13.  Edward  Boffiawen  Frederick, 
efq.— Standard  bearer  to  his  majefty  Js 
band  of  gentlemen  penfioners. 

16.  Lord  Walfingham  and  the 
earl  of  Chefteiffield— Poftmafter- 
general. 

17.  John  James  earl  of  Abercorn, 

to  be  governor  of  the  counties  of 
Donegal  and  Tyrone.  > 

20.  John  Hunter,  efq.— Surgeon 
geneial  of  the  army,  and  infpedtor 
of  the  regimental  hofpitals. 

— .  Thomas  Keate,  efq.— Sur¬ 
geon  of  Chelfea-hofpital. 

31.  Charles  Henry  Talbott,  efq. 
of  Belfaft — a  baronet 

April  3.  John  Duller,  and  Ro¬ 
bert  Nicholas,  efq. — Commiffioners 
of  excife. 

- — .  Lord  Henry  John  Spencer, 
fecretary  of  embaffy  to  tlfe  Rates 
general  of  the  United  Provinces— 
Minifter  plenipotentiary  to  their 
high  mightineffes. 

6.  Sir  Alexander  Hood,  K.  B.— 
Rear  admiral  of  Great  Britain > 


— .  Dr.  Lewis  Ragot,  bifhop  of 
Norwich— Bifhop  of  St.  Afaph. 

16.  Robert  Barry,  Maurice  Cop- 
pinger,  William  Prefton,  Charles 
Offiorne,  and  Richard  Moore,  efqrs. 
Commiffioners  of  appeals  in  Ire¬ 
land. 

1 7.  George  Hammond,  efq.— 
fecretary  of  legation  at  Copenhagen. 

May ,  1 .  Colonels  George  Hotham, 
David  Dundas,  Adam  Williamfon, 
Robert  Abercromby,  Gerard  Lake, 
Thomas  Mufgrave,  Jofeph  Gore- 
ham,  Guftavus  Guydickens,  John 
Manfell,  George  Morgan,  Alexan- 
ander  Stewart,  James  Coates,  Raiph 
Dundas,  Richard  Whyte,  Alured 
Clarke,  and  James  Hugonin— Ma¬ 
jor-generals. 

8.  Dr.  George  Horne,  to  be  bifhop 
of  Norwich. 

22.  Earl  Gower,  to  be  ambaffa- 
dor  extraordinary  and  plenipotenti¬ 
ary  to  the  court  of  France. 

25.  Right  hon.  Wm.  Pitt — High 
Reward  of  the  univerftty  of  Cam¬ 
bridge. 

28.  Earl  Gower. — A  privy  coun- 
fellor.  ' 

20.  Charles  Oakley,  efq.— A 
baronet. 

— .  Archibald  Cockburn,  efq.— A 
baron  of  the  exchequer  in  Scotland. 

George  Buchan  Hepburn,  efq. 

- —  Judge  of  the  admiralty  court  in 
Scotland. 

31.  Dr.  William  Cecil  Pery,  hi- 
fhnp  of  Limerick — Baron  of  Glent- 
worth,  in  Ireland. 

—  M rs.  Margaretta  Fofter,  wife  of 
the  right  hon.  John  Fofter— Baro- 
nefs  of  Oriel  in  Ireland. 

— .  George  Agar,  efq.— Baron 
Cailan,  in  Ireland. 

— .  Robert  Dillon,  efq. — Baron 
Clonbrook,  in  Ireland. 

— .  James  Alexander,"  efq,— Baron 
Caledon,  in  Ireland. 

June  ir.  George  Henry,  earl  of 
Euftcn.—- Lord  lieut.  of  Suffolk, 

— .  Philip' 
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— .  Philip  earl  of  Hardwicke. — 
Lord-lieut.  of  Cambridgelhire. 

— ».  James  marquis  Graham — 
Lord  lieut.  of  Hungerfordfliire. 

12.  Rev.  William  Buller,  D.  D. 
>— dean  of  Canterbury. 

.  — .  Rev.  Jofeph  Turner,  D.  D  — 
Dean  of  Norwich. 

— .  Dr.  Geo.  Lewis  Jones,  bilhop 
of  Kilmore — Bifhop  of  Kildare,  and 
dean  of  Chrifl-church,  Dublin. 

— .  Dr.  William  Fofter,  bifhop  of 
Cork  and  Rofs — Bifhop  of  Kilmore. 

— .  Dr.  Wm.  Bennet — Bifhop  of 
Cork  and  Rofs. 

19.  Arthur  earl  of  Donegall, 
in  Ireland— Baron  Fifherwick,  in 
the  county  of  Stafford. 

19.  James  vifcount  Grimfion,  in 
Ireland,  baron  Verulam  of  Gor- 
hambury,  Herts. 

Conftantine  John  lord  Mulgrave, 
in  Ireland — Baron  Mulgrave  of 
Mulgrave  in  Yorkfhire, 

Archibald  Douglas,  efq. — Baron 
Douglas,  of  Douglas  in  the  county 
of  Lanerk. 

Edwin  Lafcelles,  efq. — Baron 
Ha  re  wood,  of  Harewood  in  York¬ 
fhire. 

26.  Rev.  Charles  Harwood,  D.  D. 
— Dean  of  Exeter. 

29.  Rev.  Combe  Miller,  M.  A. 
—Dean  of  Chichefler. 

July  10.  Major-general  fir  Hen¬ 
ry  Calder,  bart. — Colonel  of  the 
30th  regiment  of  foot. 

1 7.  Guy  lord  Dorchefter— Col. 
of  the  15th  regiment  of  light  dra¬ 
goons. 

— .  Major-general  Adam  William- 
fon — Colonel  of  the  47th  regiment 
of  foot.  . 

Henry  James  Pye,  dfq.  M.  P.  for 
Berks  in  the  laft  parliament— Poet 
laureat. 

23.  Lieutenant  colonel  Oliver  de 
Lancey — Deputy  adjutant-general 
of  the  forces  in  Norm  Briton. 

27.  John  Orde,  efq — A  baronet. 


Auy.  26,  George  Frederick  Fynch 
Byng,  efq. — Page  of  honour  to  the 
prince  of  Wales. 

3 1 .  Lord  Hawkelbury — ColledloF 
of  the  cuftoms  inward. 

Sept.  16.  Edward  Tighe,  Charles 
Henry  Coote,  John  Reilly,  and 
Richard  Nevill,  efqrs.  with  the  au¬ 
ditors  of  the  imprefi:  accounts  for 
the  time  being,  to  be  commilHoners 
of  extraordinary  and  imprefi:  ac¬ 
counts  in  Ireland. 

17.  Major-general  Ralph  Aber¬ 
crombie— Col.  of  the  9th  regt.  of 
foot. 

21.  Sir  Edward  Hughes,  K.  B. 
John  Evans,  and  Mark  Milbanke, 
efqrs.  vice-admirals  of  the  white,  to 
be  vice  admirals  of  the  red. 

Thomas  Graves,  Robert  Digby* 
Benjamin  Marlow,  efqrs,  and  fir 
Alexander  Hood,  K.  B.  vice  admi¬ 
rals  of  the  blue,  to  be  vice  admirals 
of  the  white 

Sir  Richard  Hughes,  knt.  John’ 
Elliott,  and  William  Hotham,  efqrs* 
rear  admirals  of  the  red,  and  Jofeph 
Peyton,  efq.  rear  admiral  of  the 
white,  to  be  vice  admirals  of  the 
blue. 

John  Carter  Allen,  efq.  fir  Charles- 
Middleton,  bart.  fir  John  Laforey* 
bart  John  Dairy  m  pie,  Herbert 
Sawyer,  efqrs.  fir  Richard  King* 
knt.  and  Jonathan  Faulkner,  efq. 
rear  admiral  of  the  white,  to  be 
rear-admirals  of  the  red. 

Philip  Affleck,  efq.  fir  Richard 
Bickerton,  bart.  the  hon.  John  Le~ 
vefon  Gower,  fir  John  Jervis,  K.  B* 
Adam  Duncan,  efq.  and  the  hon. 
Keith  Stewart,  rear  admirals  of 
the  blue,  to  be  rear  admirals  of 
the  white. 

The  following  captains  were  alfo 
appointed  flag-officers. 

Richard  B'raithwaite,  and  Philips.!' 
Colby,  efqrs.  to  be  rear-admirals  of 
the  white ;  Thomas  Fitzherbert, 
Samuel  Cornilh,  John  Brilbane, 

John 
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John  Houlton,  Charles  Wolfeley, 
Charles  Inglis,  and  Samuel  Cran- 
fton  Goodall,  efqrs.  to  be  rear  admi¬ 
rals  of  the  blue. 

And  the  following  further  pro¬ 
motions  cf  the  fea  officers  have  alfo 
been  made,  viz.  20  mafters  and 
commanders,  taken  from  the  lift  of 
thofe  who  were  made  before  the  end 
of  the  year  1782,  to  be  poll-cap¬ 
tains  ;  20  lieutenants  taken  from  the 
lift  of  thofe  who  y/ere  made  before 
the  end  of  the  year  1780,  to  be 
mailers  and  commanders,  twenty 
ixfidftfipmen,  who  have  been  for¬ 
merly  appointed  lieutenants  by  com  ¬ 
manders  in  chief,  which  appoint? 
ixients,  from  particular  circumftances, 
coufd  not  be  confirmed,  to  be  lieute¬ 
nants. 

OH.  x.  John  lord  Fitzgibbon, 
lord  chancellor  of  Ireland — a  privy 
cqjmfellqr  of  Great  Britain. 

2.  John  James  earl  of  Abercorn 
—Marquis  of  Abercorn. 

j  3  Lieutenant  general  fir  Ro¬ 
bert  Boyd,  K.  R.  —  Governor  of 
Gibraltar. 


,  Major+general  fir  Henry  Calder, 
bart.  -  Lieutenant-governor  of  Gib¬ 
raltar. 

16.  Right  hon.  John  Charles 
Villiers  —  Chief  juftice  in  Eyre 
North  of  Trent. 

Right  hon.  Dudley  Ryder — Pre- 
fident  of  the  board  of  trade  and 
commerce,  in  the  abfence  of  lord 
Hawkefbury. 

23.  Vifcount  Wentworth — a  lord 
of  the  bedchamber. 

30.  Henry  Digby,  lord  Digby — - 
earl  of  Digby  and  vifcount  Colehill. 

Algernon  lord  Lovaine  — earl 
of  Beverley. 

William  Hall  Gage,  lord  Gage 
—Baron  Gage  of  High  Mea¬ 
dow,  'Gloucefterfhire,  remainder  to 
his'  nephew  Henry  Gage,  efq. 

Nov ,  27.  Right  hon.  William 


Wyndham  Grenville— Lord  Gren¬ 
ville. 

30.  Duke  of  Montrofe  — Mafter 
of  the  horfe. 

George  Hammond,  efq. — Secre¬ 
tary  of  embafiy  at  Madrid. 

Francis  Drake,  efq.— Secretary 
of  legation  at  Copenhagen, 

Dec.  2.  George  Aqguftus  Frede¬ 
rick  Lake,  efq.  —  Page  of  honour  to 
the  prince  of  Wales, 

3.  Duke  of  Clarence — Rear  ad? 
miral  of  the  blue. 

7.  Alexander  J  haw,  efq — Lieut, 
governor  of  the  Ifie  of  Man. 

The  duke  of  Saxe  Gotha,  duke 
of  Feeds,  and  earl  of  Chatham—- 
Knights  of  the  garter. 


SHERIFFS  appointed  for  1  790,  viz. 

Bedfordftfire — J ames  Metcalfe,  of 
Roxton-houfe. 

Berkftiire — Alexander  Cobham,  of 
Shinfield -place. 

Bucks — John  Hicks,  of  Bradden? 
ham. 

Camb’  and  Hunt.  Thomas  Ground, 
of  Whittiefea. 

Chefhire — John  Arden,  of  Arden. 

Cornwall — Richard  Hichins,  of  Pol- 
tair, 

Cumberland — William  Browne,  of 
Tailentine  Hall. 

Derby  fhi  re— Thomas  Wilfon,  qf 
Derby. 

Devonftiire — F>eter  Pering,  of  Hal- 
berton, 

Dorfetfhire — Henry  William  F|tch? 
of  High-hall. 

E-flex — Thomas  FJottage,  of  Bock- 
ing. 

Gloucefterfh  ire — J  ohi?  Blagden  Hale 
qf  Alder  ley. 

Herefordflfire—  John  Scudamore 

Lechmere,  of  Fownhope. 

Hertford  Afire  — Samuel  Robert 

Gaulfen,  of  North-Mims. 
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Kent,  Leonard  Bartholomew,  of 
Addington. 

Leicestershire — Edw.  Hartop  Wig- 
ley,  of  Little  Dalby,  enquires. 

Lincolnshire— Sir  Thomas  Which- 
cote,  of  Afwarby,  hart. 

Monmouthfliire—  -William  Dinwpo- 
dv,  of  Abergavenny, 

Norfolk — James  Pell,  of  Snarehill, 

N  orthamptonShire — J  ohn  F  reke 

Willes,  of  A  i  Strop. 

Northumberland — John  Lowes,  of 
Ridley  Hall. 

Nottinghamshire — Geo.  Chaworth, 
of  Anneiley. 

Oxfordshire — David  Fell,  of  Caver- 
Sham, 

Rutlandshire — -Henry  O’Brien,  of 
Tixover. 

Shropshire — Saint  John  Charlton, 
of  Lharlton. 

Somerfetfhire — John  Stephenfon,  of 
Bay  ford, 

Southampton — George  Dacre,  jun. 
of  Marwell 

Staffordshire — John  Sparrow,  of 
Bilhton. 

Suffolk—  Miles  Barne,  of  Satterley. 

Surry — Samuel  Long,  of  Carfhal- 
ton, 

Suffex — Henry  Manning,  of  South- 
over. 

Warwickshire — Henry  Clay,  of  Bir¬ 
mingham. 

Worcestershire — P.  Grefley,  ofSal- 
warpe  Court, 
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Wiltfhire — Gifford  Warrener,  of 
Conock. 

Yorkfhire — Charles  Duncombe,  of 
Duncombe  Park,  efq. 

SOUTH  WALES. 

Breconihire — Samuel  Hughes,  of 
Tregu  nter. 

Caermarthen — W.  Paxton,  of  Mid¬ 
dleton  Hall 

Cardiganshire,  Matthew  Davies,  of 
Wileirog. 

Glamorganshire — W.  Lewis,  of 
Greenmeadow. 

Pembrokeshire — William  Phillips,  of 
Hill. 

Radnorshire,  Francis  Garbet,  of 
Knill,  efpuires. 

NORTH  W  A  L  E  -S. 

Anglefey — Thomas  Williams  of  La- 
nidan. 

Carnarvonshire — Robert  Lloyd,  of 
GeSTelgyfarch. 

DenbigSiiire-— Edward  Lloyd,  of 
Cefu. 

Flintshire,  Charles  Brown  of  Lly- 
negrin. 

MerionethSliire — J.  Wynn  Pugh,  of 
Carthrnaelen.  *. 

Montgomery  Slii  re — Maurice  Ste¬ 
phens,  of  Birthew,  eSquires, 
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His  Maj  fifty*  s  Speech  to  loth  Houfes  of 
Parliament ,  January  21,  1790- 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

SINCE  I  laft  met  you  in  parlia¬ 
ment,  the  continuance  of  the 
war  on  the  Continent,  and  the  inter¬ 
nal  fituationof  different  parts  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  have  been  productive  of  events 
which  have  engaged  my  moll  ferions 
attention. 

While  I  fee  with  a  juft  concern 
the  interruption  of  the  tranquillity 
of  other  countries,  I  have  had  at 
the  fame  time  great  fatisfaCtion  in 
being  able  to  acquaint  you,  that  I 
receive  continued  affurances  of  the 
good  difpofition  of  all  foreign  pow¬ 
ers  toward  thefe  kingdoms ;  and  I 
am  perfuaded  that  you  will  entertain 
with  me  a  deep  and  grateful  fenfe 
of  the  favour  of  Providence  in  con¬ 
tinuing  to  my  iubieCts  the  increafing 
advantages  of  peace,  and  the  unin¬ 
terrupted  enjoyment  of  thofe  inva¬ 
luable  bleffings  which  they  have  fo 
long  derived  from  our  excellent  con¬ 
stitution. 

1 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons, 

I  have  given  directions  that  the 
eftimates  for  the  prefent  year  fhould 
be  laid  before  you  ;  and  I  rely  on 
your  readinefs  to  grant  fuch  Supplies 
as  the  circumftances  of  the  feveral 
branches  of  the  public  fervice  may 
be  found  to  require. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

The  regulations  preferibed  by 
the  a<ft  of  the  laft  feffion  of  parlia¬ 
ment  relative  to  the  com  trade,  not 


having  been  duly  carried  into  effeCt 
in  feveral  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
there  appeared  reafon  to  apprehend 
that  fuch  an  exportation  of  corn 
might  take  place,  and  fuch  difficul¬ 
ties  occur  in  the  importation  of  fo¬ 
reion  corn,  as  would  have  been 
productive  of  the  molt  ferious  incon¬ 
venience  to  my  fubjeCts.  Under 
thefe  circumftances  it  appeared  in- 
difpenfabiy  neceftary  to  take  imme¬ 
diate  meafures  for  preventing  the 
exportation  and  facilitating  the  im¬ 
portation  of  certain  forts  of  corn; 
and  I  therefore,  by  the  advice  of  my 
privy  council,  iftued  an  order  for 
that  purpofe,  a  copy  of  which  I 
have  directed  to  be  laid  before  you, 
*  I  have  only  further  to  deftre, 
that  you  will  continue  to  apply 
yourfelves  to  thofe  objects  which 
may  require  your  attention,  with 
the  fame  zeal  for  the  public  fervice 
which  has  hitherto  appeared  in  all 
your  proceedings,  and  of  which 
the  effects  have  been  fo  happily  ma- 
nifefted  in  the  increafeof  the  public 
revenue,  the  extenfton  of  the  com¬ 
merce  and  manufactures  of  the 
country,  and  the  general  profperity 
of  my  people. 


Speech  of  the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  on  prefenting  certain  Bilb 
for  the  Royal  Affent,  June  10* 

Sire, 

YOUR  faithful  commons  have 
now  completed  the  fupplies  requisite 
for  the  fervice  of  the  current  year ; 
they  have  manifeited  their  loyalty 
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and  'their  attachment  to  your  majef¬ 
ty’s  perfon  and  government,  by  their 
uniform  attention  and  diligent  ex¬ 
ertion  in  paffmg  fuch  bills  as  were 
moil  likely  to  conduce  to  the  honour 
and  dignity  of  your  majefty’s  crown ; 
and  have,  in  all  their  proceedings* 
fhown  the  fpirit  of  a  great,  a  pow.. 
erful,  and  a  free  people 

Your  majefty’s  commons  can¬ 
not  but  contemplate  with  peculiar 
fatisfaflion  the  growing  produce  of 
the  revenue,  the  rapid  progrefs  of 
our  manufactures,  and  the  general 
encreafe  of  commerce  and  trade  ; 
circumftances  affording  the  moft 
flattering  proofs  of  the  profperity 
of  the  country,  in  which  they  have 
no  doubt  of  your  majefty’s  partici¬ 
pating  with  them ;  and  in  the  fatif- 
faCtion  that  muff  arife  by  the  con¬ 
templation  of  fuch  objeCts. 

Your  majefty’s  commons  are 
well  aware  that  the  principal  caufe, 
among  many  others,  to  which  thefe 
great  national  benefits  are  to  be 
afcribed,  is  the  continuance  of  peace  ; 
but,  fenfible  as  thev  are  of  thefe  blef- 
lings,  and  anxioufly  defirous  of  ren¬ 
dering  them  permanent,  they  have, 
by  an  unanimous  vote,  lately  af¬ 
forded  your  majefty  a  fubftantial 
proof  that  peace  ought  not  to  be  main- 
taifted  but  on  fuch  terms  as  fhall  be 
ftriCtly  confiftent  wfth  the  honour  of 
your  majefty’s  crown,  and  the  inte- 
refts  and  welfare  of  your  majefty’s 
fubjeCls. 


Hi s  Majejly* s  Speech  to  loth  Houfes  of 
P arliament,  June  10. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

THE  neceflary  public  bufineft 
being  now  concluded,  I  think  it 
right  to  put  an  end  to  this  fefiion 
of  parliament. 

I  have  not  hitherto  received  the 
anfwer  of  the  court  of  Spain  to  the 
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reprefenration  which  I  have  direCfed 
to  be  made  at  that  court,  in  flip- 
part  of  the  dignity  of  my  crown^ 
and  of  the  interefts  of  my  people, 
I  continue  to  entertain  the  ftrongeff 
defire  for  the  maintenance  of  peace 
on  juft  and  honourable  grounds  % 
but,  under  the  pref'ent  circumftances* 
I  feel  it  indifpenfably  neceflary  to 
proceed  with  expedition  and  vigour 
in  thofe  preparations,  the  objeCts  of 
which  have  already  received  your 
unanimous  concurrence. 

The  aflurances  and  conduct  of 
my  allies  on  this  interefting  occafion* 
have  manifefted,  in  the  moft  fatisfac- 
tory  manner,  their  determination  to 
fulfill  the  engagements  of  the  exift- 
ing  treaties  ;  and  I  trull  that  our 
mutual  good  underftanding  and  con¬ 
cert  will  be  produ<!ftive  of  the  bap- 
pieft  effedls  in  the  prefent  conjunc¬ 
ture  of  affairs  in  Europe. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Com* 
mo  ns  , 

I  return  you  my  particular 
thanks  for  the  readinefs  with  which 
you  granted  thefupplies  for  the  cur¬ 
rent  fervice,  and  for  your  unanimity 
and  difpatch  in  enabling  me  to  take 
thofe  meafures  which  the  prefent 
crifis  has  rendered  neceflary. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

AS  I  think  it  may  be  of  material 
convenience  that  the  election  of  a 
new  parliament  fhould  take  place 
without  delay,  it  is  my  intention 
forthwith  to  give  dire&ions  for  dif- 
folving  the  prefent,  and  for  calling 
a  new  parliament.  But  in  figpifying 
to  you  this  intention,  I  cannot  omit 
to  affure  you  of  the  deep  and  grate¬ 
ful  fenfe  which  I  muft  ever  entertain  ' 
of  that  affeff  ionate  and  unihaken  loy¬ 
alty,  that  uniform  and  zealous  regard,, 
for  the  true  principles  of  our  invalua- 
bleconftitution,  and  that  unremitting 

attention 


PUBLIC 


(6i) 


PAPERS. 


[•M/j 


attention  to  the  happinefs  and  pro- 
fperity  of  my  people,  which  have  in¬ 
variably  directed  all  your  proceed¬ 


ings. 


The  rapid  increafe  of  our  ma¬ 
nufactures,  commerce*  and  naviga¬ 
tion  ;  the  additional  prote&ion  and 
fecurity  afforded  to  the  diftant  pof- 
feffions  of  the  empire  $  the  provifi- 
ons  for  the  good  government  of  In¬ 
dia;  the  improvement  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  revenue*  and  the  eflablifhment 
of  a  permanent  fydem  for  the  gra¬ 
dual  reduction  of  the  national  debt ; 
have  furnifhed  the  belt  proofs  of 
your  refolution  in  encountering  the 
difficulties  with  which  you  had  to 
contend,  and  of  your  fleadinefs  and 
perfeverance  in  thofe  meafures  which 
were  bed  adapted  to  promote  the 
efTential  and  lading  intereds  of  my 
dominions. 

The  loyalty  and  public  fpirit, 
the  indudry  and  enterprife  of  my 
fubjedts,  have  feconded  your  exerti- 
ons.  On  their  fenfe  of  the  advan¬ 
tages  which  they  at  prefent  experi¬ 
ence,  as  well  as  on  their  uniform 
and  affectionate  attachment  to  my 

_  y~\  J 

perfon  and  government,  I  rely  for 

a  continuance  of  that  harmony  and 

✓ 

confidence,  the  happy  effects  of 
which  have  fo  manifedly  appeared 
during  the  prefent  parliament,  and 
which  mud  at  all  times  afford  the 
lured  means  of  meeting  the  exe- 
gencies  of  war,  or  of  cultivating 
with  increafing  benefit  the  bleffings 
of  peace. 


His  Maje fly's  Speech  to  both  iloufes  of 
Parliament ,  5VW.  26. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  a  great  fatisfaedion  to  me  to 
inform  you,  that  the  differences 
'Which  had  arifen  between  me  and 
the  court  of  Spain  have  happily 


been  brought  to  an  amicable  termi¬ 
nation. 

I  have  ordered  copies  of  the  de¬ 
clarations  exchanged  between  my 
ambaflador  and  the  minider  of  the 
Catholic  king,  and  of  the  conventi¬ 
on  which  has  fince  been  concluded, 
to  be  laid  before  you* 

The  objefh  which  I  have  pro- 
pofed  to  myfelf  in  the  whole  of  this 
tranfa<dion,have  been  to  obtain  a  dat¬ 
able  reparation  for  the  a<ff  of  vio¬ 
lence  committed  at  Nootka,  and  to 
remove  the  grounds  of  fimilar  dif- 
putes  in  future,  as  well  as  to  fecure 
to  my  dibjeffs  the  exercife  of  their 
navigation,  commerce,  and  fifhe- 
ries,  in  thofe  parts  of  the  world 
which  were  the  fubjedf  of  difeuffion. 

The  zeal  and  public  fpirit  mani- 
feded  by  all  ranks  of  my  fubje£fo, 
and  the  difpofition  and  conduct  of 
my  allies,  had  left  me  no  room  to 
doubt  of  the  mod  vigorous  and  ef¬ 
fectual  fupport ;  but  no  event  could 
have  afforded  me  fo  much  fatisfac- 
tion  as  the  attainment  of  the  objecds 
which  I  had  in  view  without  any 
actual  interruption  of  the  bleffings 
of  peace. 

Since  the  lad  feffion  of  parlia¬ 
ment  a  foundation  has  been  laid 
for  a  pacification  between  Audria 
and  the  Porte,  and  I  am  now  em¬ 
ploying  my  mediation,  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  my  allies,  for  the  purpofe 
of  negotiating  a  definitive  treaty  be¬ 
tween  thofe  powers,  and  of  endea¬ 
vouring  to  put  an  end  to  the  diffen- 
dons  in  the  Netherlands,  in  whofe 
dtuation  I  am  neceffiarily  concerned, 
from  confederations  of  national  in- 
tered,  as  well  as  from  the  engage¬ 
ments  of  treaties. 

A  feparate  peace  has  taken  placet 
between  Rudia  and  Sweden ;  but 
the  war  between  the  former  of  thofe 
powers  and  the  Porte  dill  continues. 
The  principles  on  which  I  have  hi¬ 
therto  aeded  will  make  me  always 
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defirous  of  employing  the  weight 
and  influence  of  this  country  in  con¬ 
tributing  to  the  1  eflo ration  of  ge¬ 
neral  tranquillity*. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons, 

I  have  ordered  the  accounts  of 
the  expences  of  the  late  arma¬ 
ments,  and  the  efti mates  for  the  en 
fuing  year,  to  be  laid  before  you. 

Painful  as  it  is  to  me  at  all  times 
to  fee  any  increafe  of  the  public  bur¬ 
thens,  I  am  perfuaded  you  will  agree 
with  me  in  thinking,  that  the  extent 
of  our  preparations  was  dictated  by 
a  due  regard  to  the  exifling  circum- 
flances ;  and  that  vou  will  refleft 
with  pleafure  on  fo  linking  a  proof 
of  the  advantages  derived  from  the 
liberal  fupplies  granted  lince  the  laft 
peace,  for  the  naval  fervice.  I  rely 
on  your  zeal  and  public  fpirit  to 
make  due  proviflon  for  defraying  the 
charges  incurred  by  this  armament, 
and  for  fupporting  the  feveral 
branches  of  the  public  fervice  on 
fuch  a  footing  as  the  general  fituati* 
on  of  affairs  may  appear  to  require. 
You  will  at  the  fame  time,  I  am 
perfuaded,  Ihew  your  determination 
invariably  to  perfevere  in  that  fy Hem, 
which  has  fo  effectually  confirmed 
and  maintained  the  public  credit  of 
the  nation. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

You  will  have  pbferved  with 
concern  the  interruption  which  has 
taken  place  in  the  tranquillity  of 
our  Indian  pofleflions,  inconfequence 
of  the  unprovoked  attack  on  an  ally 
of  the  Britifli  nation.  The  refpec- 
table  Hate,  however,  of  the  forces, 
under  the  direction  of  the  govern* 
ment  there,  and  the  confidence  in 
the  Britifli  name,  which  the  fyfiem 
prefcribed  by  parliament  has  efla- 
blifhed  among  the  native  powers  in 
India,  afford  the  moll  favourable 


profpeCt  of  bringing  the  cor  ltd!  t® 
a  fpeedy  and  fuccefsful  couclufion. 

I  think  it  neceflary  particularly 
to  call  your  attention  *to  the  Hate  of 
the  province  of  Quebec,  and  to  re* 
commend  it  to  you  to  confidei*  of 
fuch  regulations  for  its  government 
as  the  prefent  circumftanees  and 
condition  of  the  province  may  ap¬ 
pear  to  require. 

I  am  fatisfied  that  I  lhall  on 
every  occaflon  receive  the  fulled 
proofs  of  your  zealous  and  affectio¬ 
nate  attachment,  which  cannot  but 
afford  me  peculiar  fatisfa&ion  after 
fo  recent  an  opportunity  of  collect¬ 
ing  the  immediate  fenfe  of  my  peo¬ 
ple. 

You  may  be  affured  that  I  defire 
nothing  fo  much,  on  my  part,  as  to 
cultivate  an  entire  harmony  and 
confidence  between  me  and  my  par¬ 
liament,  for  the  purpofe  of  pre¬ 
ferring  and  tranffnitting  to  pofterity 
the  invaluable  bleffmgs  of  our  free 
and  excellent  conftitution  ;  and  of 
concurring  with  you  in  every  mea- 
fure  which  can  maintain  the  advan¬ 
tages  of  our  prefent  lituation,  and 
promote  and  augment  the  profperity 
and  happinefs  of  my  faithful  fqt>* 
je&s. 


Speech  of  the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of 
Comi?ions  to  his  Majefly ,  on  prefent* 
ing  the  Bills  of  Supply ,  Dec-  29. 

Moll  Gracious  Sovereign, 

Your  faithful  commons  attend 
your  majefly,  with  fundry  bills  of 
fupply,  which  they  have  palled  for 
the  public  fervice. 

A  large  part  of  this  fupply  has 
been  granted  for  the  purpofe  of  car¬ 
rying  into  execution  a  meafure,  the 
principle  of  which  has  received  th* 
unanimous  approbation  of  your 
commons,  /i&uated  by  a  generous 
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ahd  wife  policy,  they  have  facrificed 
the  considerations  of  temporary  con¬ 
venience  to  thofe  which  arife  from  a 
juft  regard  to  the  permanent  inte¬ 
refts  of  thefe  kingdoms.  They  have 
accordingly  provided  for  the  com¬ 
plete  and  fpeedv  difcharge  of  the 
expences  recently  incurred,  in  fup- 
port  of  the  honour  and  dignity  of 
your  majefty’s  crown  and  the  rights 
of  your  fubjedfs,  without  any  lading 
addition  to  the  national  debt  or 
any  embarraffment  to  that  fyftem 
’which  has  fo  effectually  fuftai ned  and 
advanced  the  public  credit  of  the 
country. 

Your  commons,  fire,  are  induced 
to  hope,  that  their  conduct  on  this 
occafion  will  operate  as  a  falutary 
example  to  future  times ;  and  that 
its  immediate  effect  will  be  to  eftab- 
lifh  an  univerfal  conviction  of  the 
internal  ftrength  and  abundant  re- 
fources  of  this  country,  and  confe- 
quently  to  afford  an  additional  fecu- 
rity  for  the  continuance  of  the  blef- 
fings  of  peace.  A  meafure,  which  is 
the  refult  of  fuch  motives,  and 
which  leads  to  fuch  confequences, 
your  commons  are  perfuaded  cannot 
fail  to  receive  your  majefty’s  mofi 
gracious  approbation. 

The  bills,  which  it  is  my  duty 
to  prefent  to  your  majefty,  are  fe- 
verally  intituled  [ — here  thefpeak- 
er  read  the  titles  of  the  feveral  bills] 
and  concluded  by  faying, 

“  To  which  your  commons,  with 
all  humility,  defire  your  majefiy’s 
royal  affent.” 


Speech  of  John  Earl  of  JEcdmorland, 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland^  to  both 
Jrloufes  of  Parliament ,  Jan.  21. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

THE  king  having  been  gracioufiy 
pleafed  to  place  me  in  the  govern- 
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ment  of  this  kingdom,  I  have  his 
majefty’s  commands  to  meet  you  in 
parliament,  and  it  affords  me  pecu¬ 
liar  fatisfaction  that  I  enter  upon  the 
difcharge  of  this  mofi  important 
truft,  at  a  period,  when  this  country, 
in  common  with  the  reft  of  his  ma¬ 
jefiy’s  dominions,  is  in  the  fecure 
enjoyment  of  the  bleflings  of  peace, 
and  of  the  ineftimable  advantages 
arifing  from  our  free  conftitution. 

This  happy  fituation  will  undoubt¬ 
edly  encourage  you  to  perfevere  in 
the  maintenance  of  good  govern¬ 
ment,  and  to  adhere  to  that  wife  fyf¬ 
tem  of  policy  which  has  eftablifhed 
the  credit,  the  induftry,  and  the 
profperity  of  your  country  upon  a 
firm  and  fteady  foundation. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons, 

I  have  ordered  the  national  ac¬ 
counts  to  be  laid  before  you,  and  I 
truft  you  will  make  fuch  provisions 
as  fhall  be  neceftary  for  the  exegen- 
cies  of  the  ftate,  and  the  honourable 
fupport  of  his  majefiy’s  govern¬ 
ment. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

YOUR  zeal  for  the  interefts  of 
this  country  will  naturally  direct  your 
attention  to  whatever  can  increafe 
the  wealsh  and  extend  the  induftry 
of  Ireland  ,*  her  agriculture  and 
linen  manufacture  will  claim  your 
efpecial  care,  and  the  inftitutions  of 
the  charter  and  other  proteftant 
fchools,  will,  I  am  perfuaded,  re¬ 
ceive  from  you  that  con  fide  rat  ion 
which  the  interefts  of  religion  and 
the  good  education  of  youth  peculi¬ 
arly  demand.  I  earneftly  recom¬ 
mend  to  your  attention  the  improv¬ 
ing  and  continuing  fuch  laws  as  ex¬ 
perience  hath  fllewn  to  be  of  natio¬ 
nal  benefit,  and  I  have  the  king’s 
commands  to  affure  you  that  fuch 
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Jfteafures  as  may  contribute  to  that 
end  will  meet  with  his  majefty’s  moil 
gracious  concurrence. 

Impreffed  with  the  deep  fenfe  of 
the  diftinguifhed  honour  which  his 
majeftv  has  conferred  upon  me  by 
my  appointment  to  this  arduous  Actu¬ 
ation,  I  fhal]  endeavour  with  the  ut- 
moft  zeal  and  attention  to  promote 
the  happinefsand  welfare  of  Ireland ; 
fully  fenftble  that  1  cannot  otherwiie 
hope,  either  to  render  my  fervices 
acceptable  to  my  fovereign,  or  to 
enfure  your  favourable  opinion  and 
confidence. 


ProtcJl  in  the  Irijb  Hnufe  of  Peers , 
"Jctru  22,  on  the  Rejection  of  an 
Amendment  in  the  Addrefs  to  his 
Majefiy ,  propofed  by  Lord  Portar  • 
linvton . 

DISSENTIENT. 

BECAUSE  we  conceive  it  to  be 
the  peculiar  duty  of  the  peers  of  this 
realm,  as  hereditary  guardians  of  the 
confutation,  and  councilors  of  the 
crown,  diligently  and  unremittingly 
to  watch  over  the  proceedings  of 
adminiftration,  and  to  feize  on  the 
tarliefl  opportunity  of  informing 
their  fovereign,  by  humble  addrefs, 
of  every  attempt  which  {hall  appear 
to  them  of  a  tendency  to  injure  his 
fubjedfs  of  Ireland  in  their  liberties, 
privileges,  or  properties,  either  by 
adds  of  ftate,  dangerous  to  freedom, 
or  bv  an  inordinate  expenditure  of 
the  public  treafure,  efpecially  when 
fuch  profufion  is  manifeftly  meant 
for  the  attainment  of  the  word:  of 
purpofes,  an  undue  and  unconftitu- 
tional  influence  in  parliament ;  a 
duty  which  is  rendered  in  us  flill 
more  indiipenfable,  inafmuch  as  we 
are,  from  our  fituation,  denied  the 
honour,  happinefs,  and  high  advan- 
1 790. 


tage  of  his  majefty ’s  royal  prefence* 
and  confequent  'paternal  infpeddion. 

Becaufe  we  conceive  that  the  pre- 
fent  occafion  peculiarly  and  indite 
penfably  demands  our  performance 
of  the  above-mentioned  duty  from 
the  following  caufes  : 

1  ft.  That  we  cannot  doubt  of  the 
purpofes  to  which  the  new  meafures 
referred  to  in  the  amendment  were 
adapted,  inafmuch  as  they  took 
plaqe  at  a  critical  time*  when  the 
minifters  of  the  crown  in  Ireland 
were  making  extraordinary,  public* 
and  indecent  efforts  to  procure  a  ma¬ 
jority  in  parliament  ;  and  inafmuch 
as  the  new  charges  on  the  eftablifh- 
ment  have  been  diftributed  to  mem¬ 
bers  of  parliament,  or  to  their  im¬ 
mediate  connexions,  and  this  too  at 
a  critical  conjuncture,  when  the  idea 
of  combating  an  oppofttion  to  the 
will  of  the  minifter,  by  increafe  of 
national  expence,  was  publicly 
avowed  ;  neither  have  fuch  of  thofei 
mealures  as  have  proceeded  to  the 
deprivation  of  office  or  penfton  been 
attended  with  any  charge  of  official 
or  judicial  neglecft,  nor  with  any 
change  in  the  condition  of  the  per- 
fons  fo  deprived,  nor  has  any  caufe 
whatfoever  been  advanced  or  pre¬ 
fumed,  excepting  only  their  parlia** 
mentary  condudt ;  and  we  are  the 
rather  inclined  to  believe  fuch  con¬ 
duct  to  have  been  the  foie  caufe,  as; 
the  principle  of  making  members  of 
parliament  victims  of  their  vote  has 
not  only  been  adopted,  but  exprefled. 

2dly,  That  though  the  difmiftal 
of  perlons  from  place  or  penfion  for 
their  parliamentary  conduct,  and 
the  multiplication  of  offices  or  ra¬ 
ther  of  falaries  with  the  name  of 
office,  for  unconftitutional  purpofes, 
are  meafures  not  new  to  this  country, 
having  ever  been  the  fad  and  only 
expedient  of  corrupt  minifters,  yet 
muft  we  obferve  that  we  cannot  re- 
(E)  colledt 
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collect  any  period  when,  in  fo  fhort 
a  time,  fo  many  of  thefe  grievances 
have  been  crowded  together,  and  in- 
flided  upon  the  nation. 

vlly,  That  a  policy  fo  venal  and 
deflrudive,  eflablifhed  on  principles 
both  of  coercion  and  corruption, 
muff  in  this  country,  if  differed  to 
take  root,  by  the  worff  means,  ren¬ 
der  any  minifler  completely  abfo- 
lute,  inafmuch  as  by  creeating  on 
every  occafion,  fuch  as  his  own  folly 
and  prefumption  may  fuggefl,  places 
and  penfions,  and  annual  gratifica¬ 
tions  with  names  annexed,  he  mufr 
in  the  end  totally  delfroythe  balance 
of  the  conffitution,  and  make  the 
two  houfes  of  parliament  his  repre- 
lentatives  only,  not  the  reprefenta- 
tives  of  their  own  honour,  or  of  the 
people  to  which  important  confide- 
ration  may  be  added,  that  a  policy 
of  this  nature  is  the  more  dangerous 
in  Ireland,  becaufe  we  have  not  as 
yet  been  able,  from  the  opposition 
of  miniflers,  to  obtain  thole  prudent 
ads  which  in  England  exiff,  and 
check  its  operation,  fuch  as  a  place 
and  penfion  bill,  in  confeqtience 
whereqf  we  are  expofed  to  many 
dangers,  againfl  which  the  wifdom 
of  England  has  fortified  her  conflitn- 
tion.  The  miniflers  iriJreland  may 
make  not  only  their  public  errors, 
but  even  their  private  paliipns  and 
corrupt  affedions  the  ignominious 
caufe  of  loading  the  Irifh  eftablilh- 
ment, 

i  4thly,  That  whereas  we  were  by 

the  general  declarations  of  our  late 

viceroy,  confirmed  in  a  belief  that 

the  expences  of  this  country  were 

excefiive,  and  bv  thole  fame  decla- 
'  </ 

rations  taught  to  exped  a  redudion, 
thus  having  his  own  authority,  if 
that  were  neceffarv,  not  only  againfl 
the  expences  which  he  found,  but 
againfl  the  corruptions  which  he. 
fuperadded,  we  fhould  think  our- 
ielves  deficient  indeed  in  our  public 


duty,  if  we  did  not  declare  our  cor¬ 
dial  difapprobation  of  thofe  enor¬ 
mous  charges  which  miniflers  them- 
felves  have  not  hehtated  to  condemn, 
even  while  they  increafed  them. 

5 thly.  That  as  we  final  1  ever  be 
ready  to  check  licentioufnefs  in  what¬ 
ever  quarter  it  may  make  its  appear¬ 
ance,  lo  fln.aH  we  more  efjxcially  be 
ardent  in  our  endeavours  to  check 
the  licentioufnefs  of  miniflers  in  the 
application  of  the  national  treafure  ; 
an  offence,  which.,  in  its  effed,  is 
not  of  fliort  duration,  but  entails 
upon  us  permanent  and  prodigal  an¬ 
nual  charges  with  all  their  attendant 
baneful  influence,  and  ultimately 
tends  to  bring  about  a  diffolution  of 
public  virtue  as  well  as  of  conflitu- 
tional  freedom,  fetting  up  in  the 
place  of  both,  max j ms  of  govern¬ 
ment  falfe  and  frivolous,  infolent 
and  dilfolute  ;  and  we  cannot  avoid 
exprefling  our  opinion  that  the  p:  e- 
fent  miniflers  of  the  crown,  having 
fhewn  themfelves  particularly  indig¬ 
nant  at  the  idea  of  popular  exceffes, 
are,  when  they  commit  miniflerial 
excefies,  expofed  to  more  than  ordi¬ 
nary  obfervation  and  animadverfion. 

6thly,  That  the  attempts  to  ex¬ 
tend  venal  influence  beyond,  the  li¬ 
mits  and  decency  of  former  times, 
have  been  accompanied  with  attempts 
to  advance  principles  and  dodrines 
inconlilient  with  the  tenour  of  the 
conftitution. 

From  all  thefe  reafons,  we  fhould 
hold  ourfelves  inexculeable  to  our 
country,  to  our  kiny,  and  to  our  own 
honour,  if,  under  the  convidion  we 
now  feel,  the  alarms  we  now  enter¬ 
tain,  we  fhould  not  feize  the  earlieft 
opportunity  of  laying  at  the  feet  of 
our  moil  gracious  Sovereign,  fuch 
information  as  it  is  our  boundeu 
duty  to  afford  him,  and  of  exprefT- 
ing  our  humble  determination,  a  de¬ 
termination  which  cannot  fail  of  be- 
ing  approved  by  the  benignant  fa¬ 
ther 
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iher  of  his  people,  to  purine  futh 
loyal  and'conftitutidnal  heps  as  may 
relieve  our  country  from  the.  griev¬ 
ances  which  have  been  lately  inftidled 
on  her,  and  from  the  danger  of  a  ” 
repetition  of  the  fame. 

We  have  alfo  thought  it  expedi¬ 
ent,  by  the  propofed  amendment,  to 
obtain  the  fenfe  of  miniftry,  under 
the  prefent  chief  governor,  on  the 
fubjedt  of  the  redrefs  of  national 
grievances,  to  the  end  that  we  might 
either  co-operate  with  them  towards 
the  attainment  of  fuch  redrefs,  or 
by  our  own  tincere  and  humble,  but 
peril  fling  efforts,  endeavour  to  ad- 
mi  niller  relief  to  the  people  of  Ire¬ 
land. 

CORK  and  ORRERY, 
MOIRA, 

ARRAN, 

CHARLEMONT, 

PORT  ARLINGTON* 
LISMORE, 


We  now  fee  our  commerce  ex¬ 
tended  to  a  degree  unknown  in  any 
former  time,  our  agriculture  increaf- 
ed  even  beyond  the  mod  fanguine 
{peculation,  and  our  linen  manufac¬ 
ture  ri fen  largely  in  its  value.  Such 
is  the  prefent  profperous  fituation  of 
this  country,  and  we  behold  it  with 
the  more  fatisfadlion,  becaufe  it  has 
not  arifen  from  temporary  or  acci¬ 
dental  circumflarices,  but  has  pro¬ 
ceeded  in  a  Ready  and  regular  courfe, 
from  a  wife  fyftem  uniformly  ad¬ 
hered  to,  and  from  a  confidence  of 
the  nation  in  a  continuance  of  that 
fyftem,  from  the  fecurity  given  to 
private  property  againd  the  violence 
of  outrage,  and  above  all,  from  that 
content  and  peaceable  fubmiflion  to 
the  laws,  without  which  no  king¬ 
dom,  however  Hefted  in  conftitution, 
climate,  foil,  or  fituation,  can  be  rich* 
powerful,  or  happy. 


LEINSTER,  by  proxy, 
ROSS,  by  proxy. 


Speech  of  the  Speaker  of  the  Aoufe  of 
Commons  of  Ireland,  071  prefenting 
the  Bills  of  Supply  to  the  Lord  Lieu¬ 
tenant . 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 

EVERY  year’s  experience,  fince 
1785,  has  fliewn  the  wifdom  of  the 
principle  which  the  commons  then 
eftablifhed,  of  preventing  the  further 
accumulation  of  national  debt.  Un¬ 
der  the  influence  of  that  principle, 
public  credit  has  rifen  fo  high  as  to 
admit  of  an  increafe  to  the  finking 
fund,  by  a  confideral  le  diminution 
in  the  intereft  of  the  public  debt. 
Private  credit  too  has  felt  its  falutary 
efFedfs,  and  the  advanced  date  oF 
both  has  given  vigour  to  indudrv, 
and  a  Ready  aid  to  mercantile  ex¬ 
ertion. 


Speech  o  f  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire-° 
land  to  boih  Houfes  of  Parliament^ 
Afril  5. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

AS  the  important  objedts  that  have 
engaged  your  attention  during  this 
felfion  of  parliament  are  now  accom- 
plidied,  I  have  great  pleafure  mag¬ 
nifying  his  majedy’s  approbation  of 
the  zeal  you  have  fhewn  for  the  pub¬ 
lic  intered,  and  the  difpatch  with 
which  you  have  concluded  the  na¬ 
tional  budnefs. 


Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Com" 


mo  ns. 


I  have  the  king’s  commands  td 
return  you  his  firicere  thanks  for  the 
chearfulnefs  with  which  you  have 
voted  the  fupplies :  you  may  depend 
upon  their  being  faithfully  applied 
to  the  purpofes  for  which  they  were 


granted. 
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My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  am  diredted  to  teftify  his  majef  - 
tv’s  fatisfadlion  at  the  falutary  pro- 
viflons  which  have  been  made  during 
the  prefent  parliament,  for  the  en¬ 
couragement  of  agriculture,  the  ex- 
tendon  of  commerce,  the  fecurity  of 
property,  and  the  due  execution  of 
the  law:  regulations  which  have  en- 
creafed  the  wealth,  advanced  the 
trade,  and  raifed  the  credit  of  your 
country  to  a  degree  unexampled  in 
any  former  period. 

While  1  return  his  majefty ’s  thanks 
for  the  many  marks  of  your  attach¬ 
ment  to  his  perfon,  family  and  go¬ 
vernment,  I  muft  exprefs  his  con¬ 
fidence  that  vou  will  continue  to 
inculcate  in  the  minds  of  the  people 
that  fpirit  of  loyalty,  and  that  dif- 
pofition  to  promote  the  tranquillity 
and  general  welfare  of  the  country, 
which  have  fo  eminently  diftinguiftt  • 
ed  your  conduct. 

Urged  by  every  principle  of  laud¬ 
able  ambition  and  public  duty,  I 
fhall  unremittingly  endeavour  to 
cultivate  your  true  tntereft/in  main  - 
taming  good  order  and  government, 
and  to  contribute  by  every  means  in 
my  power  to  advance  the  profperity 
Of  this  riling  country. 

- - - - v. - . - - - 

i Speech  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire* 
land  to  both  Houjes  of  Parliament^ 
"July  2. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  HAVE  it  in  command  from 
the  king  to  acquaint  you,  that  his 
majefty  feme  time  fince  received  in¬ 
formation  that  two  veffiels  belonging 
to  his  majefty ’s  fubjedts,  and  navi¬ 
gated  under  the  Britilh  flag,  and 
t  wo  others,  the  defeription  of  which 
is  not  hitherto  fufficiently  afeerfained, 
had  been  captured  at  Nootka  Sound, 
on  the  north-weft  coaft  of  America, 
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bv  an  officer  commanding  two.Spa- 
nifti  fhips  of  war;  that  the  cargoes 
of  the  Britifh  veffiels  had  been  feized, 
and  that  their  officers  and  crews  had 
been  fent  as  prifoners  to  a  Spanifh 
port. 

His  majefty,  in  confequence  of 
this  tranfadtion,  and  of  the  commu¬ 
nications  which  had  paffied  on  the 
fubjedt  between  his  majefty  and  the 
court  of  Spain,  dire  died  his  minifter 
at  Madrid  to  demand  fuch  full  and 
adequate  fatisfadlion  as  the  naiure 
of  the  cafe  evidently  requires.  And 
his  majefty  having  alfo  received  in¬ 
formation  that  confiderable  arma¬ 
ments  were  carrying  on  in  the  ports 
of  Spain,  judged  it  indifpenfably  ne- 
ceffiary  to  give  orders  for  making 
fuch  preparation  as  may  put  it  in 
his  majefty’s  power  to  adl  with  vi¬ 
gour  and  effedl  in  fupport  of  the 
honour  of  his  crown,  and  the  inte- 
refts  of  his  people. 

His  majefty  entertains  the  ftrongeft 
defire  for  the  maintenance  of  peace 
on  juft  and  honourable  grounds,  and 
he  has  diredted  me  to  afliire  you, 
that  no  proper  fteps  fhall  be  omitted 
by  him  which  may  conduce  to  this 
objedt ;  but  if  unfortunately  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  endeavours  fhould  not  be  fuc- 
cefsfnl,  he  has  the  fulleft  reliance  on 
the  cordial  and  effedlual  fupport  of 
his  parliament  of  Ireland  in  thepro- 
fecution  of  fuch  meafures  as  may 
eventually  become  neceffary  for  the 
honour  of  his  crown,  and  for  the 
protection  of  the  effiential  rights  of 
his  fubjedts,  and  the  common  inte- 
refts  of  the  empire. 

Convinced  that  the  fame  regard 
for  hi  s  majefty’s  royal  perfon,  family, 
and  government,  which  has  at  all 
times  diftinguifhed  his  fubjedts  of 
this  kingdom,  will  be  equally  mani- 
fefted  upon  this  occafion,  I  entertain 
no  doubt  of  my  beitig  authorifed  to 
convey  to  his  majefty  the  fulleft  tef- 
•  -  timony 
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timony  of  your  attachment,  loyalty, 
and  zeal. 


Speech  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire¬ 
land  to  both  H'oufcs  of  P  aril  amen  /, 

July  24. 

My  Lords  apd  Gentlemen, 

I  HAVE  great  fatisfa&ion  in 
communicating  to  you  his  majefty’s 
gracious  acceptance  of  thofe  proofs 
of  attachment,  loyalty,  and  zeal, 
which  you  have  manifefted  in  your 
proceedings. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons, 

His  majefty  commands  me  to  re¬ 
turn  you  his  thanks  for  the  means 
you  have  afforded  him  to  provide 
for  the  extraordinary  ex  pences  of 
government  th3t  may  be  neceffary 
at  this  important  crifis. 

Mv  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  am  happy  at  this  feafon  of  the 
year  to  relieve  you  from  attendance 
in  parliament.  I  have  no  doubt  of 
your  continuance  in  that  difpolition 
to  affert  and  maintain  the  rights  of 
the  empire,  which  has  fo  honourably 
diftinguifhed  your  conduct. 


j Mejfage  from  his  Majefly  to  both 
Houfes  of  Parliament,  May  25,  re¬ 
lative  to  the  Capture  of  certain 
Vefiels ,  hy  the  Spaniards ,  in  Nootka 
Sound* 

George  Rex. 

HIS  majefty  has  received  infor¬ 
mation,  that  two  vefiels  belonging 
to  his  majefty’ s  fubje&s,  and  navi¬ 
gated  under  the  Britifh  flag,  and 
two  others,  of  which  the  defeription 
is  not  hitherto  fufliciently  afeertain- 
ed,  have  been  captured  at  Nootka 
Sound,  on  the  north  wefteni  ,cc&ft 
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of  America,  by  an  officer  command¬ 
ing  two  Spanifh  fhips  of  war:  that 
the  cargoes  of  the  Britifh  veflels  have 
been  feized,  and  that  their  officers 
and  crews  have  been  fent  as  prifpners 
to  a  Spanifh  port. 

The  capture  of  one  of  thefe  vefiels 
had  before  been  notified  by  the  am- 
baffador  of  the  catholic  king  by  order 
of  his  court,  who  at  the  fame  time 
defired  that  meafures  might  betaken 
for  preventing  his  majefty’s  fiibje&s 
from  frequenting  thofe  coafts,  which 
were  alledged  to  have  been  previ- 
oufly  occupied  and  frequented  by 
the  fubjefts  of  Spain.  Complaints 
were  alfo  made  of  the  fifheries  car¬ 
ried  on  by  his  majefty ’s  fubje&s  in 
the  feas  adjoining  to  the  Spanifh 
continent,  as  being  contrary  to  the 
rights  of  the  crown  of  Spain.  In 
confequence  of  this  line  of  commu¬ 
nication,  a  demand  was  immediately 
made,  by  his  majefty’s  order,  for 
adequate  fatisfa&ion,  and  for  refti- 
tution  of  the  veflels,  previous  to  any 
other  difeufiion. 

By  the  anfwer  from  the  court  of 
Spain,  it  appears  that  this  veil'd  and 
her  crew  had  been  fet  at  liberty  by 
the  viceroy  of  Mexico ;  but  this  is 
reprefented  to  have  been  done  by 
him  on  the  fuppofition  that  nothing 
but  the  ignorance  of  the  rights  of 
Spain  had  encouraged  the  indivi¬ 
duals  of  other  nations  to  come  to 
thofe  coafts  for  the  purpofe  of  making 
eftablifhments  for  carrying  on  trade, 
and,  in  conformity  to  his  previous 
inftru&ions,  requiring  him  to  fhew 
all  poffible  regard  to  the  Britifh  na* 
tion. 

No  fatisfa&ion  is  made  or  offered, 
and  a  dired:  claim  is  aflerted  by  the 
court  of  Spain  to  the  exclufive  rights 
offovereignty,  navigation,  and  com¬ 
merce,  in  the  territories,  coafts,  and 
feas  in  that  part  of  the  world. 

His  majeftv  has  now  directed  his 
minlftev  at  Madrid  to  make  a  frefh 
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reprefen tation  on  this  fubject,  and 
to  claim  filch  full  and  adequate  fatis- 
fadtion  as  the  nature  of  the  cafe  evi¬ 
dently  requires;  and,  under  thefecir- 
cumftances,  his  majefty  having  alfo 
received  information  that  confidera- 
ble  armaments  are  carrying  on  in  the 
ports  of  Spain,  has  judged  it  indifpenf- 
ably  neceftaiy  to  give  orders  to  make 
fuch  preparations  as  may  put  it  in 
his  majefty ’s  power  to  adt  with  vigour 
and  effedf  in  fuppoit  of  the  honour 
of  his  crown  and  the  interefts  of  his 
people.  And  his  majefty  recommends 
it  to  his  faithful  commons,  on  whofe 
fceal  and  public  fpirit  he  has  the  moft 
perfedt  reliance,  to  enable  him  to 
take  fuch  meafures,  and  to  make 
fuch  augmentation  of  his  forces,  as 
fnay  be  eventually  neceftary  for  this 
purpbfe. 

'  It  is  his  majefty ’searneft  wifh  that 
the  juftice  of  his  majefty’s  demands 
mav  enfure,  from  the  wifdom  and 
equity  of  his  catholic  majefty,  the 
Ltisfadlion  which  is  fo  unqueftion- 
ably  due;  and  that  this  affair  may 
be  terminated  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
£6  prevent  any  ground's  of  mifun- 
cleritanding  in  future,  and  to  con¬ 
tinue  and  confirm  that  harmonv 

J 

and  friendfhip  which  has  fo  happily 
fubfifted  between  the  two  courts, 
and  which  his  majefty  will  alwavs 
endeavour  to  maintain  and  improve 
by  all  fuch  means  as  are  confiftent 
with  the  dignity  of  his  majefty *s 
crown,  and  the  effential  interefts  of 
his  majefty ’s  fubjedls.  G.  R. 


ID  eel arafj  an  of  his  Catholic  Mayfly, 
June  4,  trarfmitted  to  all  the  ILu- 
r  ope  an  Courts . 

'  wL 

THE  king  being  apprized  of  the 
particulars  laid  before  his  minifters 
on  the  ifth  of  May,  by  Mr.  Merry, 
his  Britannic  majefty  V minifter,  re¬ 
lative  to  tfu  unexpedled  difpute  be- 
tu'een  this  court  and  Great  Britain, 


as  to  the  veffels  captured  in  Port  St. 
Laurence,  or  Mootka  Sound,  on  the 
coaft  of  California,  in  the  South  Sea, 
has  commanded  the  underfigiied,  his 
majefty’s  firft  fecretary  of  ftate,  to 
anfwer  to  the  faid  miniftei  of  Eng¬ 
land,  that  he  had  the  honour  to 
make  known  perfonally,  and  in  wri¬ 
ting,  to  the  faid  minifter,  upon  the 
18th  of  the  fame  month,  that  his 
majefty  at  no  time  pretended  to  any 
rights  in  any  ports,  leas,  or  places, 
other  than  what  belongs  to  his  crown 
by  the  moft  folemn  treaties,  recog¬ 
nized  by  all  nations,  and  more  par-" 
ticularly  with  Great  Britain,  by  a 
right  founded  on  particular  treaties, 
the  uniform  confent  of  both  nations, 
and  bv  an  immemorial,  regular,  and 
eftahlifhed  pofieffion:  that  his  ma¬ 
jefty  is  ready  to  enter  upon  every  ex¬ 
amination  and  difeuffion  moft  likely 
to  terminate  the  difpute  in  an  ami¬ 
cable  way  ;  and  is  willing  to  enter 
into  immediate  conference  with  the 
new  ambaffador ;  and  if  juftice  re¬ 
quires  it,  will  certainly  difapprove 
of  the  conduct,  and  punifh  his  fub- 
jedts  if  thev  have  gone  beyond  their 
powers.  This  offer  and  latisfactiop. 
will,  it  is  hoped,  ferve  as' an  exam¬ 
ple  to  the  court  of  London  to  do  as 
much  on  its  part. 

As  the  two  courts  of  London  and 
Madrid  have  not  yet  received  pro¬ 
per  and  authenticated  accounts  and 
proofs  of  all  that  has  really  palled  in 
thefe  diftant  latitudes,  a  contradic¬ 
tion  in  the  developement  of  fadts 

has  by  this  means  been  occalioned. 
*  ' 

Even  at  this  moment  the  papers  and 
minutes  made  up  by  the  viceroy  of 
New  Spain  on  this  matter  are  not 
arrived.  Poftei  ior  letters  indeed  fay, 
that  the  Engliffi  veffd,  the  Argonaut, 
had  not  been  feized  and  conlifcated 
till  legally  condemned ;  and  that  the 
fin  all  veffel  called  the  Princefs  B.oyal, 
which  had  afterwards  arrived,  was 
not  feized  or  conlifcated,  but  that, 
on  the  contrary,  full  reftitution  was 

made 
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made  bv  the  viceroy,  and  an  obli- 
gation  only  taken  from  the  captain 
to  pay  the  price  of  the  vefTtl,  if  fhe 
was  declared  a  lawful  prize ;  and 
on  the  precife  fame  terms  he  had 
liberated  a  Portuguefe  veffel  belong¬ 
ing  to  Macao,  and  two  American 
veflels.  Thefe  particulars  will  be 
more  explicitly  proved  and  eluci- 
dared  on  the  arrival  of  the  neceffary 
papers. 

The'nrft  time  that  our  ambafla- 
dor  made  a  public  notification  of 
this  matter  to  the  mini  dry  at  Lon¬ 
don,  on  the  10th  of  February  daft, 
many  of  the  circumftances  that  are 
now  certain  were  then  doubt  nil. 
The  rights  and  immemorial  poffef- 
iion  of.  Spain  to  that  coaft  and  ports, 
as  well  as  feveral  other  titles  proper 
to  be  taken  into  view  in  a  pacific 
negociation,  were  not  quite  certain. 
And  if  the  court  of  London  had 
made  an  amicable  return  to  the 
complaints  made  by  his  majefty  re¬ 
lative  to  thole  merchants  whom 
Spain  regards  as  ufurpers  and  the 
violators  of  treaties,  and  had  lliewed 
any  defire  to  terminate  the  affair  by 
an  amicable  accommodation,  a  great 
deal  of  unnecefiary  expence  might 
have  been  faved.  The  high  and 
menacing  tone  and  manner  in  which 
the  anlwer  of  the  Britifb  minifter 
was  couched,  at  a  time  when  no 
certain  information  of  the  particu¬ 
lars  had  arrived,  made  the  Spanifh 
cabinet  entertain dome  fufpicions  that 
it  was  made,  not  lo  much  for  the 
purpofe  of  the  difpute  in  queftion, 
as  a  pretext  to  break  entirely  wit  h 
our  court-;  for  which  reafon  it  was 
thought  neceffary  to  take  fome  pre¬ 
cautions  relative  to  the  fubjebt. 

On  a  late  occafion  a  complaint 
was  made  to  the  court  of  Ruffia  as 
to  fome  limilar  points  relative  to  the 
navigation  of  the  South  Sea.  A 
candid  anlwer  being  returned  by 
that  court,  the  affair  wag  terminated 


without  the  leaft  disagreement.  In¬ 
deed  it  may  be  afferted  with  truth, 
that  the  manner,  much  more  than 
the  fubftance,  has  produced  the  dis¬ 
putes  that  have  taken  place  on  this 
head  with  Great  Britain, 

Nevertheless,  the  king  does  deny 
what  the  enemies  to  peace  have  iii- 
duftrioufly  circulated,  that  Spain  ex¬ 
tends  pretenfions  and  rights  of  Sove¬ 
reignty  over  the  whole  of  the  South 
Sea,  as  far  as  China.  When  the 
words  are  made  life  of,  u  In  the 
name  of  the  king,  his  Sovereignty, 
navigation,  and  exclulive  commerce 
to  the  continent  and  illands  of  the 
South  Sea,”  it  is  the  manner  in 
which  Spain,  in  Speaking  of  the  In¬ 
dies,  has  always  nfed  thefe  words-— 
that  is  to  fay,  to  the  continent, 
islands,  and  feas  which  belong,  to 
his  majefty,  So  far  as  difcoveries  have 
been  made  and  Secured  to  him  by 
treaties  and  immemorial  pofieffion, 
and  uniformly  acquiefced  in,  not- 
withftanding  Some  infringements  by 
individuals  who  have  been  puni (lied 
upon  knowledge  of  their  offences. 
And  the  king  fets  up  no  pretenfions 
to  any  poffeflions,  the  right  to  which 
he  cannot  prove  by  irrefragable  ti¬ 
tles. 

Although  Spain  may  not  have 
eftablilhments  or  colonies  planted 
upon  the  coafts  or  in  the  ports  in 
difpute,  it  does  not  follow  that  Such 
coaft  or  port  does  not  belong  to  her. 
If  this  rule  were  to  be  followed,  one 
nation  might  eftablifh  colonies  on 
the  coafts  of  another  nation,  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  Alia,  Africa,  and  Europe,  by 
which  means  there  would  be  no 
fixed  boundaries —  a  circumftance 
evidently  abfurd. 

But  whatever  may  be  the  ifiue  of 
the  queftion  of  right,  upon  a  mature 
consideration  of  the  claims  of  both 
parties,  the  refill t  of  the  queftion  of 
fafit  is,  that  the  capture  of  the  Eng- 
lifti  veflels  is  repaired  by  the  reftitu  - 
(E  4)  tion 
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tjon  that  has  been  made,  and  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  viceroy  ;  for  as  to  the 
qualification  of  fuch  reftitution,  and 
whether  the  prize  was  lawful  or  not, 
that  refpeds  the  queftion  of  right 
yet  to  be  inveftigated  ;  that  is  to  fay, 
if  it  has  been  agreeably  to,  or  in 
coiltradidion  to  the  treaties  relative 
to  the  rightsand  pofTeflions  of  Spain. 
Laftlv,  the  king  will  readily  enter 
into  any  plan  by  which  future  dif- 
piites  on  thisfubjedf  may  be  obviated, 
that  no  reproach  may  be  upon  him 
as  having  refufed  any  means  of  re¬ 
conciliation  ;  and  for  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  a  folid  and  permanent  peace, 
not  only  between  Spain  and  Great 
Britain,  but  alfo  between  all  nations ; 
for  the  accomplifhment  of  which  ob- 
jedt  hjs  majefty  has  made  the  greatefl 
efforts  in  all  the  courts  of  Europe  ; 
which  he  certainl}  would  not  have 
done  if  he  had  any  defign  to  involve 
England  and  the  other  European 
powers  in  a  calamitous  and  deftruc- 
tiye  war. 

El  Conde  de  Florida  Blanca. 
Aranjupz,  June  4, 


Memorial  of  the  Court  of  Spain,  deli¬ 
vered  June  13;  to  Mr.  Fitzher- 
hert ,  the  B.ritfh  Amhajfador  at 
Madrid- \ 

BY  .every  treaty  upon  record  be¬ 
twixt  Spain  and  the  other  nations  of 
Europe,  for  upwards  of  two  centu¬ 
ries,  an  exeluhve  right  of  property, 
navigation,  and  commerce  to  the 
-Spanifh  Weft  Indies,  has  been  uni¬ 
formly  fee u red  to  Spain,  England 
having  always  ftoed  forth  in  a  paiti- 
Cipl^jt  man  fieri  nfu  ppor  t  offuch  right. 

By  article  8th  of  the  treaty"  of 
Utrecht  (a  treaty  in  which  all  the 
pat ion§  jnay-  be.  laid  tp 


have  taken  a  part)  Spain  and  Eng¬ 
land  profefs  to  eftablifh  it  as  a  fun¬ 
damental  principle  of  agreement, 
that  the  navigation  and  commerce 
of  the  Weft-Indies,  under  the  domi¬ 
nion  of  Spain,  fhall  remain  in  the 
piecife  fttuation  in  which  they  flood 
in  the  reign  of  his  catholic  majefty, 
Charles  II.  and  that  that  rule  fhall 
be  inviolably  adhered  to,  and  be  in¬ 
capable  of  infringement. 

After  this  maxim,  the  two  powers 
fhpulated — That  Spam  fliould  never 
grant  liberty  or  permiftion  to  any 
nation  to  trade  to  or  introduce  their 
merchandizes  into  the  Spanifh  Ame¬ 
rican  dominions,  nor  to  fell,  cede, 
or  give  up,  to  any  other  nation,  its 
lands,  dominions  or  territories,  or 
any  part  thereof.  On  the  contrary, 
and  in  cider  thatitsterritories  fliould 
be  preferved  whole  and  entire,  Eng-, 
land  offers  to  aid  and  affift  the  Spa- 
maids  in  re-eftablilhing  the  limits  of 
their  American  dominions,  and  plac- 
mg  them  in  ihe  exad  lituation  they 
ftood  in  at  the  time  of  his  faid  ca¬ 
tholic  majefty  Charles  II.  if  by  acci¬ 
dent  it  fhall  be  difeovered  that  they 
have  undergone  any  alteration  to  the 
pi  ej  11  dice  of  Spain,  in  whatever  man- 
nei  01  pietext  luch  alteration  may 
have  been  brought  about. 

,  The  vaft  extent  of  the  Spanifh  ter- 
1  itones,  navigation,  and  dominion 
on  the  continent  of  America,  ifles 
and  feas  contiguous  to  the  South  Sea, 
are  clearly  laid  down,  and  authen¬ 
ticated  by  a  variety  of  documents, 
laws,  and  formal  ads  of  pofleliion 
in  the  reign  of  King  Charles  II. 
It  is.  alio  clearly  afeertained,  that 
notwithstanding  the  repeated  at¬ 
tempts  made  by  adventurers  and  pi¬ 
rates  on  the  Spanifh  coafts  of  the 
South  Sea  and  adjacent  Stands,  Spam 
has  ftil!  preferved  her  pofteilions1  en¬ 
tire,  and  oppofed  with  fuccefs  thofe 
llflU Rations,  by  cpnftantly  fending 
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her  (hips  and  veffels  to  take  poffeffion 
of  fuch  fettlements.  By  thefe  mea- 
fures,  and  reiterated  adls  of  pofleffi- 
on,  Spain  has  preferved  her  domi¬ 
nion,  which  (lie  has  extended  to  the 
borders  of  the  Ruffian  eftablifh- 
ynents  in  that  part  of  the  world. 

The  vice  ovs  of  Peru  and  New 
Spain  having  been  informed,  that 
thefe  feas  had  been  for  fome  years 
pad:  more  frequented  than  formerly  ; 
that  fmuggling  had  increafed  ;  that 
feveral  ufurpations  prejudicial  to 
Spain  and  the  general  tranquillity 
had  been  Buffered  to  be  made  ;  they 
gave  orders  that  the  wedern  coads 
of  Spanidi  America,  and  illands  and 
feas  adjacent,  diould  be  more  fre¬ 
quently  navigated  and  explored. 

They  were  alfo  informed;  that 
feveral  Ruffian  veffels  were  upon  the 
point  of  making  commercial  efbib- 
lifhments  upon  that  coad.  At  the 
time  that  Spain  demondrated  to  Ruf- 
da  the  inconveniences  attendant  up- 
on  fuch  incroachments,  die  entered 
upon  the  negociation  with  Ruffia, 
upon  the  fuppofition  that  the  Ruffian 
navigators  of  the  Pacific  Ocean 
had  no  orders  to  make  edablidi- 
ments  within  the  limits  of  Spanidi 
America,  of  which  the  Spaniards 
were  the  fil'd  pofiedors,  limits  fituat- 
ed  within  Prince  William’s  Strait) 
purpofely  to  avoid  all  didentions, 
and  in  order  to  maintain  the  harmo¬ 
ny  and  amity  which  Spain  widied  to 
preferve. 

The  court  of  Ruffia  replied,  it  had 
already  given  orders,  that  its  fub- 
jefts  diould  make  no  fettlements  in 
places  belonging  to  other  powers, 
and  that  if  thofe  orders  had  been 
violated,  and  any  had  been  made  in 
Spanidi  America,  they  defired  the 
king  would  put  a  dop  to  them  in  a 
friendly  manner.  To  this  pacific 
language  on  the  part  of  Ruffia,  pain 
obferved,  that  die  could  not  be  an- 
.  fwerat>|e  for  what  her  officers  might 


do  at  that  cli fiance,  whole  general 
orders  and  inftrudlions  were  not  to 
permit  any  fettlements  to  be  made1 
by  other  nations  on  the  continent  of 
Spanidi  America. 

Though  trefpades  had  been  made 
by  the  Englidi  on  fome  of  the  iflands 
of  thofe  coads,  which  had  given 
rife  to  fimilar  complaints  having  been 
made  to  the  court  of  London,  Spain 
did  not  know  that  the  Englifh  had 
endeavoured  to  make  any  fettle* 
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meats  on  the  northern  part  of  the 
Southern  Ocean,  till  the  command¬ 
ing  officer  of  a  Spanidi  diip,  in  the 
ulifal  tour  of  the  coads  of  Califor¬ 
nia,  found  two  American  vehels  in 
St.  Laurence,  or  Nootka  harbour, 
where  he  was  going  for  provibons 
and  dores.  Thefe  veffels  he  per¬ 
mitted  to  proceed  on  their  voyage, 
it  appearing  from  their  papers,  that 
they  were  driven  there  by  didrefs, 
and  only  came  in  to  refit. 

He. alto  found  there  the  Iphigenia 
from  Macao,  under  Portifguele  co¬ 
lours,  which  had  a  padport  from 
the  governor  ;  and  though  he  came 
manifcdly  with  a  view  to  trade  there, 
yet  the  Spanidi  admiral,  when  he 
faw  his  inftruffions,  gave  him  leave 
to  depart  upon  his  figning  an  en¬ 
gagement  to  pay  the  value  of  the 
vedel,  diould  the  government  of 
Mexico  declare  it  a  lawful  prize. 

With  this  vedel  there  came  , a  fe¬ 
cund,  wffiich  the  admiral  detained  ; 
and  a  lew  days  after  a  third,  named 
the  Argonaut,  from  the  above-men¬ 
tioned  place.  The  captain  of  this 
latter  was  an  Englidiman.  He  came 
not  only  to  trade,  but  brought  every 
thing  with  hi  proper  to  form  a  fet- 
dement  there,  and  to  fortify  it. 
This,  notwithdanding  the  rernon- 
drances  of  the  Spanidi  admiral,  he 
perfevered  in,  and  was  detained,  to¬ 
gether  with  his  veffel. 

After  him  came  a  fourth  Englifl* 
veffel,  named  the Princefs  Royal,  and 
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evidently  for  the  fame  purpofes. 
She  likewife  was  detained,  and  fent 
to  Port  ot.  Bias,  where  the  pilot  of 
the.  Argonaut  made  away  with  him- 
felf. 

The  viceroy,  on  being  informed 
of  thefe  particulars,  gave  orders 
that  the  captain  and  the  vefLls  fhould 
be  releafed,  and  that-  they  fhould 
have  leave  to  refit,  without  declar¬ 
ing  them  a  lawful  prize  ;  and  this  he 
did,  on  account  of  the  ignorance  of 
the  proprietors,  and  the  friend  Blip 
which  fu-bfifted  between  the  two 
courts  of  London  and  Madrid. 

He  alfo  gave  them  leave  to  return 
to  Macao  with  their  cargo,  after 
capitulating  with  them  in  the  fame 
manner  as  with  the  Pertuguefe  cap¬ 
tain,  and  leaving  the  affair  to  be 
finally  determined  by  the  count  de- 
Kevillagigedo,  his  fucceftbr,  who 
alfo' gave  them  their  liberty. 

As  foon  as  the  court  of  Madrid  had 
received  an  account  of  the  detention 
of  the-firft  Englifh  vtffel  at  Nootka 
Sound,  and  before  that  of  the  fe- 
cond  arrived,  it  ordered  its  ambaf 
fador  at. London  to  make  a  report 
thereof  to  the  Englifh  minifter, 
which  he  did,  on  the  i  c  th  of  February 
Jaft,  and  to  require  that  the  parties 
who  had  planned  thefe  expeditions 
fhould  be  punifhed,  in  order  to  de¬ 
ter. -others  from  making  Settlements 
on  territo.ries.occu  pied  and  frequent¬ 
ed  by  the  Spaniards  for  a  number  of 
years. 

In  the  ambaffador’s  memorial, 
mention  was  only  made  of  the  Spa- 
nifh  admiral  that  commanded  the 
prefent  armament,  having  vifited 
Nootka  Sound  in  1774,  though 
that-  harbour  had  been  frequently 
■vifited  both  before  and  fince,  with 
the  ulna!  forms  of  taking  poffeflion. 
Thefe  forms  were  repeated  more  par¬ 
ticularly  in  the  years  1 7  -  c  and  1779, 
all  along  the  coafts  as  far  as.  Prince 
W  Uliam’s.  Sound,  and.. it  was  thefe 


a<%  that  gave  occafion  to  the  memo- 
i  sal  made  by  the  court  of  Ruflia,  as 
has  been  already  noticed. 

Tne  panifh  ambaftador  at  Lon¬ 
don  did  not  reprefent  in  this,  n,en  o- 
r;al  at  that  time,,  that  the  right  of 
Spain  to  thefe  coafts'was  conforma¬ 
ble  to  ancient  boundaries,  which 
had  been  guaranteed  by  England  at 
the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  in  the  reign 
ol  Charles  II.  deeming  it  to  be  un- 
neceftarv  ;  as  orders  had  been  given 
and  veffels  had  actually  been  feized 

j 

on  thofe  coafts,  fo  far  back  as  !  692 . 

Tfie  anfwer  that  the  Englifh 
miniftry  gave,  on  the  26th  of  le¬ 
hr  11  ary,  was,  that  they  had  not  as 
yet  been  informed  of  the  facts  ftated 
by  the  ambaftador,  and  that  the  act 
of  r violence ,  mentioned  in  his  me- 
rnoiial,  neceftarily  fufpended  any 
difcuflion  of  the  claims  therein,  till 
an  adequate  atonement  had  been 
made  for  a  proceeding  fo  injurious 
to  Great  Britain. 

In  addition  to  this  haughty  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  Britifh  minifter,  he  far¬ 
ther  added,  that  the  fhip  mnft  in  the 
firft  place  be  reftored,  and  that  with 
refpedt  to  any  future  ftipulations,  it 
would  be  neceftary  to  wait  for  a  more 
full  detail  Ox  0.1  1  the  circ.um fiances 
of  this  affair. 

The  harfli  and  laconic  ftile  in 
which  this  anfwer  was  given,  made 
the  court  of  Madrid  fufpedt  that  the 
king  of  Great  Britain’s  minifters 
were  forming  other  plans  ;  .  and  they 
were  the  more  induced  to  think  fo, 
as  there  were  reports  that  they  were 
going  to  fit  out  two  fleets,  one  for 
the  Mediterranean  and  the  other  for 
the  Baltic.  This  of  courfe  obliged 
Spain  to  increafe  the  fmall  fquadron 
fhe  was  getting  ready  to  exercife  her 
marine. 

The  court  of  Spain  then  ordered 
her  ambaftador  at  London  to  prefc  41 
a  memorial  to  the  Britifh  miniftrf, 
felting  forth,  that  though  the  crowq 
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jof  Spain  had  an  indubitable  right  to 
the  continent,  iflands,  harbours, 
and  coafts  of  that  part  of  the  world, 
founded  on  treaties  and  immemorial 
pofleflion,  yet  as  the  viceroy  of  Mex 
ico  had  releafed  the  vefiels  that  were 
detained,  the  king  looked  upon  the 
affair  as  concluded,  without  enter¬ 
ing  into  any  difputes  or  difcuffions 
on  the  undoubted  rights  of  Spain, 
and  dehring  to  give  a  proof  of  his 
friendfhip  for  Great  Britain,  he 
fhoukl  reft  Satisfied  if  fhe  ordered 
that  her  fubjedts,  in  future,  refpeded 
thofe  rights. 

As  if  Spain,  in  this  anfwer,  had 
laid  claim  to  the  empire  of  that 
ocean,  though  fhe  only  fpoke  of 
what  belonged  to  her  by  treaties, 
and  as  if  it  had  been  fo  grievous  an 
offence  to  terminate  this  affair  by 
reftitution  of  the  only  vefftl  which 
was  then  known  to  have  been  taken, 
it  excited  fuch  clamour  and  agitation 
in  the  parliament  of  England,  that 
the  moft  vigorous  preparations  for 
war  have  been  commenced  ;  and 
thofe  powers  difinclined  to  peace 
charge  Spain  with  defigns  contrary 
to  her  known  principles  of  honour 
and  probity,  as  well  as  to  the  tran¬ 
quillity  of  Europe,  which  the  Spa- 
nifh  monarch  and  his  minifters  have 
always  had  in  view. 

J 

While  England  was  employed  in 
making  the  greateft  armaments  and 
preparations,  that  court  made  an¬ 
fwer  to  the  Spanifti  ambaffador  (up¬ 
on  the  5th  of  May)  that  the  adds  of 
violence  committed  againft  the  Bri- 
tifh  flag  “  rendered  it  neceflary  for 
the  fovereign  to  charge  his  minifter 
at  Madrid,  to  renew  the  remon- 
ftrances  (being  the  anfwer  of  Eng¬ 
land  already  mentioned)  and  to  re¬ 
quire  that  fatisfadljon,  which  his 
majefty  thought  he  had  an  indifputa- 
r  ble  right  to  demand.” 

To  this  was  added  a  declaration 
not  to  enter  formally  into  the  matter 
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until  a  fatisfadfory  anfwer  w^s  ob¬ 
tained  ;  u  and  at  the  fame  time  the 
memorial  of  Spain  ftiould  no:  in¬ 
clude  in  it  the  queftion  of  right 
which  formed  a  moft  effential  part 
of  the  difcuffion. 

The  Britifh  adminiftration  offer, 
in  the  fame  anfwer,  to  take  the  moft 
effedhial  and  pacific  meafures,  that 
the  Englifh  fubjedts  fhall  not  add 
“  againft  the  juft  and  acknowledged 
rights  of  Spain,  but  that  they  can¬ 
not  at  prefent  accede  to  the  pretenfi- 
ons  of  abfolute  fovereignty,  com- 
merce  and  navigation,  which  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  the  principal  object  of 
the  memorials  of  the  •  ambaffador, 
and  that  the  king  of  England  confi- 
ders  it  as  a  duty  incumbent  upon 
him  to  protect  his  fubjedis  in  the 
enjoyment  of  the  right  of  continu¬ 
ing  their  fifhery  in  the  Pacific  Ocean.” 

If  this  pretenfion  is  found  to  treft 
pafs  upon  the  ancient  boundaries 
laid  down  injhe reign  of  king  Charles 
II.  and  guaranteed  by  England  ip 
the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  as  Spain 
believes,  it  appears  that  that  court 
will  have  good  reafons  for  disput¬ 
ing  and  oppofing  this  claim,  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  equity  of 
the  Britifh  adminifti  ation  will  fuf- 
pend  and  reftridt  it  accordingly. 

In  confequence  of  the  foregoing 
anfwer,  the  charge  d’affaires  from  the 
court  of  London  at  Madrid  infifted, 
in  a  memorial  of  the  1 6th  of  May, 
on  reftitution  of  the  vtffel  detained 
at  Nootka,  and  the  property  there¬ 
in  contained  ;  of  an  indemnification 
for  the  lofles  fuftained,  and  on  a  re¬ 
paration  proportioned  to  the  injury 
done  to  the  Englifh  fubjedts  trading 
under  the  Britifh  flag,  and  that  they 
have  an  indifputable  right  to  the  en¬ 
joyment  of  a  free  and  uninterrupted 
navigation,  commerce,  and  fifhery  ; 
and  to  the  poffeffion  of  fuch  eftablifh- 

ments  as  they  fhould  form  with  the 
•> 

eonfent  of  the  natives  of  the  country, 
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not  previoufly  occupied  by  any  of 
the  European  nations. 

An  explicit  and  prompt  anfwer 
was  delired  upon  this  head,  in  fuch 
terms  as  might  tend  to  calm  the 
\  anxieties,  and  to  maintain  the  friend- 
fnin  fubfifting  between  the  two 
courts. 

The  charge  d'affaires  having  ob- 
ferved,  that  a  fufpenfion  of  the 
Spanifh  armaments  would  contribute 
to  tranquillity,  upon  the  terms  to  be 
communicated  by  the  Britifh  admi- 
jfiftration,  an  anfwer  was  made  by 
the  Spanifh  adminiftration,  that  the 
Icing  wax  fincerely  inclined  to  .difarm 
upon  the  principles  of  reciprocity, 
and  proportioned  to  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  two  courts ;  adding, 
that  the  court  of  Spain  was  adhiated 
by  the  mold  pacific  intentions,  and 
a  defire  to  give  every  fatisfadfipn  and 
indemnification,  if  juftice  was  not 
on  their  fide,  provided  England  did 
as  much  if  fhe  was  found  to  be  in  the 
wrong. 

This  anfwer  muff  convince  all  the 
courts  of  Europe  that  the  conduct 
of  the  king  and  his  admini  fixation  is 
confonant  to  the  invariable  princi¬ 
ples  of  juftice,  truth,  and  peace. 

El  Co noe  de  Florida  Blanca. 


7A\  Fitzb/rher?1 s  A njhxser  to  the 

fo  reg  o  Ing  Asm  o  ri  ai  • 

Sir,  . 

IN  compliance  with  your  excel¬ 
lency’s  defire,  I  have  now  the  ho- 
oour  to  compmmicate  to  you,  m 
writing,  what  I  obferved  to  you  in 
the  convcriation  we  had  the  day  be¬ 
fore  yefterday. 

The  fu bilance  of  thefe  obfervati- 
ons  are  briefly  thefe : 

The  court  of  London  is  animated 
with  the  moil  iincere  defire  of  ter¬ 
minating;  the-  difference  that  at  pre- 

feat  fubfrfts- between  At  and  the  court 
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of  Madrid,  relative  to  the  port  of 
Nootka,  and  the  adjacent  latitudes, 
by  a  friendly  negotiation  ;  but  as  it 
is  evident,  upon  the  cleareft  princi¬ 
ples  of  juftice  and  reafon,  that  an 
equal  negotiation  cannot  be  opened, 
till  matters  are  put  in  their  original 
ftate,  and  as  certain  adls  have  been 
committed  in  the  latitudes  in  ques¬ 
tion  by  veffds  belonging  to  the  royal 
marine  of  Spain,  againft  feveral 
Britifh  veftels,  without  any  reprifals 
having  been  made,  of  any  fort,  on 
the  part  of  Britain,  that  power  is 
perfectly  in  the  right  to  infill,  as 
a  preliminary  condition,  upon  a 
prompt  and  fuitable  reparation  for 
thefe  acts  of  violence  ;  and  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  principle,  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  nations  has  limited  fuch  right 
of  reparation  to  three  articles,  viz. 
the  reftitution  of  the  veftels — a  full 
indemnification  for  the  lofles  fuftain- 
ed  by  the  parties  injured — and  final¬ 
ly,  fatisfadtion  to  the  fovereign  for 
the  infult  offered  to  his  flag.  So  that 
it  is  evident  that  the  adlual  de¬ 
mands  of  my  court,  far  from  con¬ 
taining  any  thing  to  prejudice  the 
rights  or  the  dignity  of  his  catho¬ 
lic  majefty,  amount  to  no  more  in 
fadt  than  what  is  conftantly  done  by 
Great  Britain  herfelf,  as  well  as  every 
other  maritime  power,  in  fimilarcir- 
cumftances. — Finally,  as  to  the  na- 
time  of  the  fatisfadtion  which  the 
court  of  London  exadts  on  this  oc- 

cafion,  and  on  which  your  excel- 
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lency  appears  to  defire  fome  expla¬ 
nation,  I  am  authorifed,  Sir,  to  af- 
fure  you,  that  if  his  catholic  ma¬ 
jefty  confents  to  make  a  declaration 
in  his  name,  bearing  in  fub fiance, 
that  he  had  determined  to  offer  to 
his  Britannic  majefty  a  juft  and  fuit¬ 
able  fatisfadtion  for  the  infult  offered 
to  his  flag — fuch  offer,  joined  to  a 
prom ife  of  making  reftitution  of  the 
veffels  captured,  and  to  indemnify 
the  proprietors,  under  the  conditi¬ 
ons 
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lions  fpecified  in  the  official  letter  of 
Mr.  Merry  on  the  1 6th  of  May, 
will  be  regarded  by  his  Britannic  ma- 
jefty  as  conftituting  in  itfelf  the  fa- 
tisfaftion  demanded :  and  his  faid 
majefty  will  accept  of  it  as  fnch  by  a 
counter  declaration  on  his  part.  I 
have  to  add,  that  as  it  appears  un¬ 
certain  if  the  veflels,  the  North 
Weft,  an  American  veftel,  and  the 
Iphigenia,  had  truly  a  right  to  en¬ 
joy  the  protection  of  the  Britifh  flag, 
the  king  will  with  pleafure  confent 
that  an  examination  of  this  queftion, 
as  well  as  that  relative  tp  the  juft 
amount  of  the  lofles  fuftained  by  his 
iubjeCts,  may  be  left  to  the  deter¬ 
mination  of  commiftioners  to  be 
named  by  the  two  courts. 

Having  thus  recapitulated  to  your 
excellency  the  heads  of  what  I  ob- 
ferved  to  you  in  converfation,  I  flat¬ 
ter  myfelf  you  will  weigh  the  whole 
in  your  mind,  with  that  fpirit  of 
equity  and  moderation  which  cha- 
raCterifes  you,  that  I  may  be  in  a 
condition  of  fending  to  my  court, 
as  foon  as  poflible,  a  fatisfadfory  an- 
fwer  as  to  the  point  contained  in  the 
official  paper  fent  to  Mr.  Merry  oil 
the  4th  of  the  month,  and  which, 
for  the  reafons  I  have  mentioned, 
cannot  be  regarded  by  his  Britannic 
majefty  as  fulfilling  his  juft  expecta¬ 
tions. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Alleyne  Fitzhereert. 


The  Count  dc  Florida  Blanca's  Reply , 
‘June  18. 

YOU  will  pardon  me,  fir,  that  I 
cannot  give  my  afient  to  the  princi¬ 
ples  laid  down  in  your  laft  letter,  as 
Spain  maintains  on  the  moil  folid 
grounds,  that  the  detention  of  the 
veflels  was  made  in  a  port,  upon  a 
coaft,  or  in  a  bay  of  Spanifii  Ame¬ 
rica,  the  commerce  and  navigation 
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of  which  belonged  exchifively  to 
Spain,  by  treaties  with  all  nations, 
even  England  herfelf. 

The  principles  laid  down  cannot 
be  adapted  to  the  cafe.  The  veflels 
detained  attempted  to  make  an  efta- 
blifliment  at  a  port  where  they  found 
a  nation  adually  fettled,  the  Spanifii 
commander  at  Nootka  having,  pre¬ 
vious  to  their  detention,  made  the 
moft  amicable  reprefentations  to  the 
aggreffors  to  defift  from  their  pur- 
pofe. 

Your  excellency  will  alfo  permit 
me  to  lay  before  you,  that  it  is  not 
at  all  certain  that  the  veflels  detained 
navigated  under  the  Britifh  flag,  al¬ 
though  they  were  Englifti  veflels; 
there  having  been  reafon  to  believe 
that  they  navigated  under  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  Fortuguefe  paflports,  fur- 
niflied  them  by  the  governor  of 
Macao  as  commercial  veflels,  and 
not  belonging  to  the  royal  marine. 
Eour  excellency  will  add  to  thefe 
reafons,  that  bv  the  reftitution  of 
thefe  veflels,  their  furniture  and  car¬ 
goes,  or  their  value,  in  confequence 
of  the  refolution  adopted  by  the  vice¬ 
roy  of  Mexico,  which  has  been  ap¬ 
proved  of  by  the  king,  for  the  fake 
of  peace,  every  thing  is  placed  in 
its  original  ftate,  the  objed  your 
excellency  aims  at — nothing  remain¬ 
ing  unfettled  but  the  indemnification 
of  lofles,  and  fatisfaCtion  for  the 
infult,  which  fhall  alfo  be  regulated 
when  evidence  fliall  be  given  what 
infult  has  been  committed,  which 
hitherto  has  not  been  fufficiently 
explained. 

However,  that  a  quarrel  may  not 
arife  about  words,  and  that  two  na¬ 
tions  friendly  to  each  other  may  not 
be  expofed  to  the  calamities  of  war, 

I  have  to  inform  you,  fir,  by  order 
of  the  king,  that  his  majefty  con- 
fents  to  make  the  declaration  which 
your  excellency  propofes  in  your 
letter,  and  will  offer  to  his  Britannic 

majefty 
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majefty  a  juftnnd  fuitable  fatisfadlio'n 
for  the  infult  offered  to  the  honour 
of  his  flag,  provided  that  to  thefe 
are  added  either  of  the  following 
explanations: 

1.  That  in  offering  fuch  fatisfac- 
tion,  the  infult  and  the  fatisfadlion 
fliall  be  fully  fettled  both  in  form 
and  fubftance  by  a  judgment  to  be 
pronounced  by  one  of  the  kings,  of 
Europe,  whom  the  king  my  mafter 
leaves  wholly  to  the  choice  of  his 
Britannic  majefty ;  for  it  is  fufficient 
to  the  Spanilh  monarch  that  a  crown¬ 
ed  head,  from  full  information  of 
the  fadts,  fliall  decide  as  he  thinks 
juft. 

2.  That  in  offering  a  juft  and 
fuitable  fatisfadfion,  care  fliall  be 
taken  that  in  the  progrefs  of  the 
negociation  to  be  opened,  no  fadls 
be  admitted  as  true  but  fuch  as  can 
be  fully  eftabliftied  by  Great  Britain 
with  regard  to  the  infuit  offered  to 
her  flag. 

3.  That  the  faid  fatisfadfion  fliall 
be  given  on  condition  that  no  infer¬ 
ence  be  drawn  therefrom  to  affedt 
the  rights  of  Spain,  nor  of  the  right 
of  exadting  from  Great  Britain  an 
equivalent  fatisfadlion,  if  it  fliall  be 
found,  in  the  courfe  of  negociation, 
that  the  king  has  a  right  to  demand 
fatisfadlion  for  the  aggrefiion  and 
iifnrpation  made  on  the  Spanilh  ter¬ 
ritory,  contrary  to  fubflfting  trea- 
ties. 

Your  excellency  will  be  pleafed 
to  make  choice  of  either  of  thefe 
three  explanations  to  the  declaration 
your  excellency  prppofes,  or  all  the 
three  together, — and  to  point  out 
any  difficulty  that  occurs  to  yon, 
that  it  may  be  obviated ; — or  any 
other  mode  that  may  tend  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  peace  which  we  defire  to 
4eftahlifh. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Ex.  Conde  de  Florida  Blanca. 
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Letter  from  the  Right  Mon .  William 
Myndham  (h  cnville ,  one  of  his 
Majtfly's  Principal  Secretaries  of 
StatCy  to  the  Lord  Mayor . 

Whitehall 7  Aug .  3,  1790. 
My  Lord, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform 
your  lordfhip  that  a  meffenger  is  ar¬ 
rived  from  his  majefty’s  ambaffador 
extraordinary  at  Madrid,  with  the 
account,  that,  in  compliance  with 
his  majefty’s  demand  of  fatisfadlion 
for  the  capture  of  the  Britifh  veffels 
at  Nootka,  a  declaration  was  figned 
on  the  24th  of  July,  by  count  Flo¬ 
rida  Blanca,  in  the  name  of  his 
catholic  majefty;  and  that  the  fame 
was  accepted  in  his  majefty’s  name, 
by  his  majefty’s  ambaffador,  who 
was  thereupon  to  proceed  to  the 
difcuffion  of  the  matters  depending 
between  the  two  courts,  with  a  view 
to  a  definitive  arrangement. 

The  declaration  above  referred 
to,  will  be  immediately  publifhed 
in  a  Gazette  Extraordinary,  which 
will  be  forwarded  to  your  lordfhip 
as  10011  as  it  is  printed. 

I  am,  mv  lord, 

Your  lordfhip’s  moft  obedient 
And  moft  humble  fervant, 
W.  W.  Grenville. 


The  Right  Mon,  the  Lord 
Mayor  of  London . 


The  London  Gazette  Extraordinary ? 
Angvjl  5 . 


Whit  eh  ally  Aug .  3,  1 7  90. 

THIS  morning  one  of  his  majef¬ 
ty’s  meffengers  arrived  from  Madrid, 
at  the  office  of  his  grace  the  duke  of 
Leeds,  his  majefty’s  principal  fecre- 
tary  of  ftate  for  foreign  affairs,  with 
difpatches  from  the  right  honourable' 
Allevne  Fitzberbert,  his  majefty’s 
ambaffador  extraordinary  and  pleni¬ 
potentiary. 
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potentiary  at  that  court,  containing 
an  account  of  the  following  decla¬ 
ration  and  counter  declaration  hav¬ 
ing  been  figned  and  exchanged  on  the 
twenty -fourth  of  July  laft,  by  his  ex¬ 
cellency  on  the  part  of  his  majefty, 
and  by  his  excellency  count  Florida 
Blanca,  his  catholic  majefly’s  mini- 
fter  and  pr  incipal  fecretary  of  Bate, 
on  the  part  of  the  catholic:  king. 

DECLARATION. 

HIS  B  ri tannic  majefty  having 
complained  of  the  capture  of  certain 
veffels  belonging  to  his  fubjects  in 
the  port  of  Nootka,  fituated  on  the 
north- weft  coail  of  America,  by  an 
officer  in  the  fervice  of  the  king  :  the 
under-figned  counfellor  and  princi¬ 
pal  fecretary  of  ftate  to  his  majefty, 
being  thereto  dulv  authorifeJ,  de¬ 
clares,  in  the  name  and  bv  the  order 
of  hisfaid  majefty,  that  he  is  willing 
to  give  fatisfaRion  to  his  Britannic 
majefty  for  the  injury  of  which  he 
has  complained ;  fully  periliaded 
that  his  faid  Britannic  majefty  would 
aR  in  the  fame  manner  towards  the 
king,  under  limilar  circumftances ; 
and  his  majefty  further  engages  to 
make  full  reftitution  of  all  the  Hritifh 
veflels  which  were  captured  at  Noot- 
ka,  and  to  indemnify  the  parties  in- 
terefted  in  thofe  veflels,  for  the  Ioffes 
which  they  fhall  have  fuftained,  as 
foon  as.  the  amount  thereof  fhall 
have  been  alcertained. 

It  being  underltood  that  this  de¬ 
claration  is  not  to  preclude  or  pre¬ 
judice  the  ulterior  difcuffion  of  any 
right  which  his  majefty  may  claim 
to  form  an  exclufive  eftablifhment 
at  the  port  of  Nootka. 

In  witnefs  whereof  l  have  figned 
this  declaration,  and  fealed  it 
with  the  feal  of  mv  arms.  At 
Madrid,  the  24th  of  July,  1790. 

(L-  S.)  Signed 

Ltc  Comte  de  Florida  Blanca. 


COUNTER-DECLARATION. 

HIS  catholic  majefty  having  de¬ 
clared  that  he  was  willing,  to  give 
fatisfaRion  for  the  injury  done  to 
the  king,  by  the  capuire  of  certain 
veflels  belonging  to  his  fubjeRs,  in 
the  bay  of  Nootka,  and  the  count 
de  Florida  Blanca  having  figned,  in 
the  name  and  bv  the  order  of  his 
catholic  majefty,  a  declaration  to 
this'effeR;  and  by  which  his  faid 
majefty  likewife  engages  to  make 
full  reftitution  of  the  veflels  fo  cap¬ 
tured,  and  to  indemnify  the  parties 
interefted  in  thofe  veffels  for  the 
iofies  they  fhall  have  fuftained  ;  the 
imderftgned  ambaffador  extraordi- 
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nary  and  plenipotentiary  of  his  ma¬ 
jefty  to  the  catholic  king,  being 
thereto  duly  and  exprefslv  autho- 
rifed,  accepts  the  faid  declaration 
in  the  name  of  the  king;  and  de- 
clareb  that  his  majefty  will  confider 
this  declararion,  together  with  the 
performance  of  the  engagementscon- 
tained  therein,  as  a  full  and  entire 
fatisfaRion  for  the  injury  of  which 
his  majefty  has  complained. 

The  under-figned  declares,  at  the 
fame  time,  that  it  is  be  under  flood, 
that  neither  the  faid  declaration 
figned  by  count  Florida  Blanca,  nor 
the  acceptance  thereof  by  the  under- 
figned,  in  the  name  of  the  king,  is* 
to  preclude  or  prejudice,  in  any  re- 
fpeR,  the  right  which  his  majefty 
may  claim  to  any  eftablifhment 
which  his  fubjeRs  may  have  form-* 
ed,  or  ftiould  be  defirous  of  form¬ 
ing  in  future,  at  the  faid  bay  of 
Nootka. 

In  witnefs  whereof  I  have  figned 

this  counter-declaration,  and 

fealed  it  with  the  feal  of  my 

*  - 

arms.  At  Madrid,  the  24th  of 
July,  1790. 

(L.  S.)  Signed 

Alleyne  Fitzherbert, 
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Letter  of  "M+  De  Montmorin,  Secretary 
of  the  Foreign  Department  of  France, 
to  the  Frejident  of  tire  National  Aj~ 
Jembljp 

Paris ,  Augnf  r,  1790* 
Mr.  President:, 

THE  king  ordered  me,  about  the 
middle  of  May  laid,  to  make  known 
to  the  national  aflemblv  the  motives 
that  had  induced  him  to  think  an  ar¬ 
mament  of  fourteen  fhips  of  the 
line  neeeiTary,  and  the  (iiipofitions 
that  were  made  in  the  port  for  increaf- 
ing  this  armament  if  circury  fiances 
fhould  require  it.  The  aflembly  ap¬ 
plauded  the  meafure  at  the  time,  and 
pafTed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  his  majefiy. 

The  armament  is  on  the  eve  of  be¬ 
ing  complete,  andjhis majefiy  in  order¬ 
ing  me  to  communicate  this  to  the 
afiembly,  has  commanded  me  alfo  to 
inform  them,  that  from  that  time  his 
Britannic  majefiy  has  continued,  and 
continues  ftill,  to  augment  his  marine 
with  the  greateft  pollible  adlivity. 

In  thefe  circumflances,  although 
the  language  of  the  court  of  Lon- 
don  has  been  ali  along  equally  paci¬ 
fic  with  our  own  ,*  although  file  has 
announced  that  her  intentions  are 
qmicabie  towards  us,  and  although, 
in  a  word,  the  correfpondence  be¬ 
tween  the  two  nations  has  been  fuch 
as  we  would  defire  for  the  mainte¬ 
nance  of  good  underflanding  and 
harmony  between  them  ;  the  king- 
thinks  that  it  is  equally  becoming 
the  prudence  and  dignity  of  the  na¬ 
tion  to  augment  our  armaments  pro¬ 
portionally  with  thofe  now  prepar¬ 
ing  in  the  ports  of  England. 

To  thefe  general  confideratiorrs 
of  prudence  and  dignity,  another 
muff  be  added  not  lefs  important. 
The  king  of  Spain  claims  in  the 
moil  pofitive  manner  an  affurance  of 
the  execution  of  the  conditions  flipu- 
lated  by  the  treaty  of  alliance  Tub- 
filing  between  the  two  nations,  in 
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cafe  that  the  negotiation  now  going 
on  with  England  fhould  not  have 
the  fuccefs  which  he  experts  and  de¬ 
fires. 

The  king  has  ordered  me  to  lav  be- 
fore  the  aflembly  the  miniflerial  let¬ 
ter  of  the  ambaiTador  of  Spain,  to¬ 
gether  with  all  the  pieces  which  ac¬ 
company  it,  and  which  explain  the 
origin  and  prog  refs  of  the  difficulty 
that  has  arifen  between  Spain  and 
England.  I  alfo  join  a  paper,  which 
(hews  the  lafl  flate  of  the  negotiation 
between  the  two  powers,  as  it  has 
come  to  our  knowledge. 

This  negotiation  appears  to  have 

taken  the  rnofl  favourable  turnfince 

the  conciliating  propofitions  made 

by  the  court  of  Madrid,  and  the 

manner  in  which  they  wTere  received 

* 

at  London.  In  this  If  ate  of  things, 
his  majefiy  thinks  he  may  flatter 
himfelfthat  the  two  courts  will  come 
to  a  good  underflanding.  In  this 
hope  which  he  yet  entertains,  after 
explaining  himfelf  directly  to  the 
king,  his  coufm,  he  thought  proper 
in  his  wifdom  to  defer  provoking  a 
deliberation  in  the  national  aflembly 
on  the  official  demand  of  the  ambai- 
fador  of  Spain.  But  as  the  activity 
with  which  the  court  of  London 
augments  her  armaments,  may  in- 
fpire  doubts  of  the  fuccefs  of  the 
negotiation,  the  king  has  not  thought 
it  proper  to  delay  longer  the  commu¬ 
nication  of  this  official  paper. 

This  letter  has  therefore  two  ob¬ 
jects — the  firfi,  to  inform  the  affem- 
bly  of  the  propriety  of  augmenting 
our  marine  force -the  fecond,  to 
fubmit  to  their  wifdom  what  anfwer 
fhould  be  made  to  the  court  of  Ma¬ 
drid. 

I  believe  it  will  be  fuperfluous  to 
fay  anything  on  the  importance  of 
thefe  objedls.  They  are  fo  important 
in  the  eyes  of  the  king,  that  he  thinks 
he  ought  to  invite  the  aflembly  to  au- 
thorife  a  committee  to  confer  with 

the 
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the  minifter  for  foreign  affairs,  and 
fuch  other  members  of  the  council 
as  his  majefty  fhall  think  proper  to 
delegate.  By  thefe  means  the  na¬ 
tional  affembly  will  receive  all  the 
ecclairciffements  which  may  enable 
them  to  deliberate  with  a  perfect 
knowledge  of  the  fubjedl. 

(Signed) 

De  montmorin. 


L ci ter  from  Count  de  Fernan  Nunez 

to  M .  de  Montmorin,  Secretary  of 

the  Foreign  Department  of  France. 

Paris ,  June  16,  I  790. 
Sir, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  ad  cl  refs 
you  with  this,  a  faithful  extract  of  all 
the  tranfadliotis  which  have  hitherto 
paffed  between  my  court  and  that  of 
London,  on  the  fubjedl'  of  the  de¬ 
tention  of  two  Englifh  veffels,  which 
were  feized  in  the  bay  of  St.  Law¬ 
rence,  or  Nootka,  fituated  in  the 
50th  degree  to  the  north  of  Califor¬ 
nia,  and  which  were  afterwards  taken 
to  the  port  of  St.  Bias. 

You  will  obferve  by  this  relation, 

1.  That  by  the  treaties,  demar¬ 
cations,  takings  of  poffeffion,  and 
the  moft  decided  adds  of  fovereignty 
exercifed  by  the  Spaniards  in  thefe 
Rations,  from  the  reign  of  Charles 

II.  and  authorifed  by  that  monarch 
in  1692,  the  original  vouchers  for 
which  fhall  be  brought  forward  in 
the  courfe  of  the  negotiation,  all  the 
epaft  to  the  north  of  the  Weftern 
America,  on  the  fide  of  the  South 
Sea,  as  far  as  beyond* 1 II.  what  is  called 
Prince  William’s  Sound,  which  is 
in  the  lixty-firft  degree,  is  acknow¬ 
ledged  to  belong  exclulively  to  Spain. 

2.  That  the  court  of  Ruffia  hav¬ 
ing  been  informed  of  this  extent  of 
our  boundary,  allured  the  king,  my 
mailer,  without  the  leaff  delay,  of  the 
purity  of  its  intentions  in  this  re- 
fpedl,  and  added,  “  That  it  was  £x- 
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tremely  forry  that  the  repeated  or¬ 
ders  illued  to  prevent  the  fubjedls  of 
Kuhia  from  violating,  in  the  fmalleft 
degree,  the  territory  belonging  to 
another  power,  fhould  have  been  dif¬ 
obeyed. 

3.  That  the  Hate  of  the  poffef- 
iions  and  exclulive  commerce  on  the 
fea  coaft  of  the  Southern  Ocean,  as 
it  exilied  in  the  time  of  Charles  II. 
had  been  acknowledged  and  defined 
anew  by  all  the  nations  of  Europe, 
and  more  particularly  by  England, 
in  the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht. 

4.  That  notwithftanding  the  juft 
title  he  has  to  a  prefervation  of  his 
ancient  rights,  the  king,  my  mailer, 
has  approved  of  the  condudl  of  the 
viceroy  of  Mexico,  who,  in  confe- 
quence  of  his  general  orders  and  in- 
ftrudlions  for  the  prefer  vat  ion  of 
peace  with  every  power,  took  upon 
himfelf  to  releafe  the  veffels  feized  in. 
the  port  of  Nootka,  upon  a  fuppo- 
lition  that  the  condudl  of  their  cap¬ 
tains  was  a  confequence  of  their  to- 
tal  ignorance  wjtli  refpedl  of  the  le¬ 
gitimacy  of  the  rights  of  Spain  on 
thofe  coafts.' 

It  is  in  confequence  of  the  delire 
of  his  Catholic  majefty  to  prefer ve 
peace  to  himfelf,  and  to  eftablifh. 
the  general  tranquillity  of  Europe, 
that  he  has  taken  the  lleps  you  will 
obfei  'vein  the  laid  extradt,  and  that 
he  has  commenced  an  amicable  and 
direct  negotiation  with  England, 
which  he  will  finilh.  with  Mr.  Fitz- 
herbert,  the  new  ambaffador  fent 
from  that  court  to  the  court  of  Ma¬ 
drid.  We  are  in  hopes  that  the  con- 
fequences  of  this  negotiation  will  be 
favourable ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  we 
mull  employ  all  the  neceffary  means 
to  make  it  fo. 

An  immediate  and  exadt  accom- 
plilliment  of  the  treaty  ligned  at  Pa¬ 
ris,  the  1  cth  of  Auguft  *761,  under 
the  title  of  the  Family  Compadl,  be- 
(F)  "  comes 


(82) 


PUBLIC 


PAPERS. 


comes  an  indifpenfable  preliminary 
to  a  fuccefsful  negotiation.  It  is  in 
confequence  of  the  abfolute  neceffity 
which  Spain  finds  of  having  reconrfe 
to  the  fuccour  of  France,  that  the 
king,  my  mafter,  orders  me  to  de¬ 
mand  exprefsly  what  France  can  do 
in  the  prefent  circu  reliances  to  afli.fi 
Spain,  according  to  the  mutual  en¬ 
gagements  flipulated  by  the  treaties. 
His  Catholic  majefly  defires  that  the 
armaments,  as  well  as  other  proper 
meafures  to  fulfil  and  realize  thefe 
facred  engagements,  be  immediately 
put  in  execution.  He  charges  me  to 
add  farther,  that  the  prefent  ffate  of 
this  unforefeen  buftnefs  requires  a 
very  fpeedy  determination,  and  that 
the  meafures  which  the  court  of 
France  fhall  take  for  his  affiftance, 
fhall  be  fo  aCtive,  fo  clear,  and  fo- 
pofitive,  as-  to  prevent  even  the 
fmalleft  ground  for  fufpicion.  Other- 
wife  his  in  oft  Chrifiian  majefly  muff 
not  be  fu rpri fed  that  Spain  fnould 
feek  other  friends  and  different  allies, 
among  all  the  powers  of  Europe, 
without  excepting  any  one,  upon 
whole  affiftance  file  can  rely  in  cafe 
of  need-  The  ties  of  blood  and  per- 
fonal  frjendftiip  which  unite  our  two 
fovereigns,  and  particularly  the  re- 
'  dprocal  intereft  which  exills  between 
two  nations  united  by  nature,  {hall 
be  refperted  in  all1  new  arrange¬ 
ments,  as  far  as  circumftances  will 
permit. 

This,  fir,  is  the  pofitive  demand 
n  hich  I  am  obliged  to  make,  and  in 
confequence  of  which  I  hope  his  moll 
Chrifiian  majefly  will  immediately 
take  fuch  meafures  as  fhall  feem  moll: 
fuitable,  in  the  prefent  circumftances, 
to  fatisfy  my  mafier,  in  an  objeCt  fo 
interefiing  and  important  to  the  pre- 
-  fervation  of  his  legal  rights,  and  the 
honour  of  his  nation. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.- 
El  Conde  De  Fern  an  Nunez* 


Report  of  the  D'plojnatic  Committee  of 
the  Rational  A  feinbly  of  France ,  on. 
the  Family  CompaFl  between  the 
French  and  Spanljh  Branches  of  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon  ;  addrejfed  to 
the  National  NJfembly ,  by  JS'1%  de 
Mirabeau. 

YOU  have  commanded  your  diplo¬ 
matic  committee  to  give  their  opini¬ 
on  on  the  anfwer  to  be  made  to  the 
demand  of  Spain. — The  defire  and 
neceffity  of  maintaining  peace,  the 
confidence  that  it  will  not  be  inter¬ 
rupted,  the  principles  of  our  new 
conftitution,  were  our  foie  guides  in 
the  confideration  of  this  important 
queftion.  To  determine  with  fuc- 
cefs  we  have  thought  it  our  duty  to 
confider  the  prefent ’ffate  of  politics,, 
and  our  connections  with  the  differ¬ 
ent  powers  of  Europe ;  we  have 
thought  it  incumbent  upon  us-todif- 
tinguifh  the  fyftem  hitherto  purified’ 
by  the- government  of  France,  from 
the  theory  analogous  to  the  new  fyf- 
tem  of  affairs.  It  is  not,  however, 
fufficient  to  underhand  our  duties 
and  our  inter  efts ;  we  muff  reconcile 
them  fo  as  to  aCt  with  prudence 
we  muft  dificover  the  means  of  avoid¬ 
ing  without  dishonour  the  torch  of 
war;  we  muft  above  all  things,  be¬ 
fore  determining  on  the  fucconrs  we 
owe  to  our  allies,  employ  the  collect¬ 
ed  force  of  the  {late,  and  the  united- 
wills  ©f  all  the  citizens  of  the  em¬ 
pire,  as  the  bulwark  of  our  new  con¬ 
ftitution. 

If  we  take  a  fair  furvey  of  the 
objeCt  in  diipute  between  the -courts 
of  London  and  Madrid;  we  can 
hardly  fuppofe-  that  the  peace  will 
be  interrupted.  The  territory  in 
queftion  between  the  two  powers, 
in  faCt,  belongs  to  neither  ;  it  isun- 
queftionably  the  property  of  the  in¬ 
dependent  inhabitants  whom  nature- 
originally  placed  there.  This  line 
of  diftinClion  appears  a  little  more 
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fconiohaht  to  truth,  than  that  marked 
out  by  the  pope  ;  and  thefe  people, 
didant  from  us  as  they  are,  if  they 
are  oppreded,  are  they  not  our  allies  ? 
Shall  we  do  fo  much  injuidce  to  the 
character  of  two  enlightened  natl- 
oils,  as  to  fuppofe  they  would  lavilli 
their  blood  and  treafilre  for  the  ac~ 
qu  hit  ion  of  fo  didant,  fo  barren  a 
ipot  of  ground  ?  Thefe  firnpie  truths, 
our  impartiality  has  compelled  us  to 
lay  down;  we  will  confirm  them  by  far¬ 
ther  argument,  if  neceffary ;  but  this 
firfl  view  is  not  decifive  of  the  aueftion. 
If,  on  the  other  hand*  we  fiiall  be 
determined  in  our  conduct  by  the 
■urgent  prefTu re  of  our  circum fiances, 
iiot  merely  to  avoid  a  war,  but  even 
the  expence  of  armamehts,  can  we 
conceal  the  date  of  our  finances,  not 
yet  regenerated,  or  the  date  of  our 
army  and  navy  not  yet  organized  ? 
Can  we  conceal,  that  amidd  the  in¬ 
numerable  misfortunes  of  war,  even 
ajud  one,  the  greated  for  us  would 
be  the  didradlion  of  the  attention 
<$f  our  citizens  from  the  conditu- 
tion,  the  foie  object  which  ought  to 
engage  their  mod  ardent  hopes  and 
withes?  Public  opinion  would  be 
divided,  aild  additional  obdacles 
t  would  intervene,  which  the  utmod 
energy  of  thb  public  would  harldv  be 
able  tofurmoifnt ;  but  even  the  cala¬ 
mities  of  war,  great  as  they  are,  and 
the  inconveniences  fefulting  from 
our  prefent  fituatioh,  are  not  fuffici- 
ent  to  decide  the  important  quedion 
of  alliance,  in  fine,  if  we  were  to 
conduct  oiitfelves  this  day  ori  the 
principles  by  which  we  mean  in  fu¬ 
ture  to  be  regulated  *  if,  overleaping 
the  interval  of  time  betwikt  the  pre- 
fent  date  of  Europe,  and  what  It 
will  be  at  a  more  didant  period,  we 
were  to  give  at  this  moment  a  proof 
of  univerfal  £odd  will,  fuch  as  may 
pave  the  way  for  the  declaration  of 
the  rights  of  nations,  we  fhoukl  not 
have  oecafion  to  deliberate  long  upon 
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alliances,  nor  war.  Will  there  be 
any  necedity  for  politics,  when  def- 
pots  and  fiaves  are  no  more  ?  Shall 
France  want  allies  when  die  has  nd 
longer  enemies  ?  Perhaps  the  mo¬ 
ment  is  approaching,  when  liberty, 
triumphant  in  both  hemifphercs* 
diall  accomplifh  the  wifli  of  philofb- 
phy,  by  delivering  the  human  fpecies 
from  the  necedity  of  Wat; 

Then  the  happinefs  of  the  people 
will  be  the  foie  objeds  of  legidators, 
the  foie  objedof  the  laws,  and  the 
fupreme  glory  of  nations  ;  then  til 6 
palfions  of  individuals,  being  changed 
into  public  virtues*  will  ho  more  by 
fanguinarv  quarrels  rend  afunder 
the  bonds  of  friendfhip,  which  ought 
to  unite  all  governments  and  all 
men  s  then  will  be  accomplifiied  a 
compact  of  confederation  among 
mankind.  But  we  con  feds  with  re-  • 
gret,  that  thefe  condderations*  ftrong 
and  powerful  as  they  are,  are  not  the 
only  arguments  which  ought  to  de^ 
terminc  our  condud  in  the  prefent 
crids  of  affairs.  The  French  nation, 
when  changing  its  laws  and  manners, 
ought  doubt  lefs  at  the  fame  time  to 
change  Its  politics ;  but  from  the! 
prejudices  that  dill  prevail  in  Europe, 
France  is  compelled  in  the  prefent 
infiance  to  adhere  to  the  ancient  fyf* 
tern,  which  cannot  without  danyer 
be  at  once  abandoned*  Wifdom  fug* 
geds  to  its*  not  to  throw  down  one 
pillar  of  the  public  fecUrity*  till  ano¬ 
ther  diall  be  reared  in  its  room.  Alas  1 
who  does  not  khoiv,  that  in  exter¬ 
nal  as  in  internal  politics,  intervals 
are  awful  and  dangerous ;  that  the 
interregnum  of  princes-  is  the  sera 
of  commotions  *  that  the  interr  g- 
num  or  the  laws  is  the  reign  oFankr* 
chy  and  donfufion  ;  and^  if  I  dare 
freely  exprefs  myfelf,  that  the  inters 
reghum  of  treaties  hi  ay  be  a  truly 
dangerous  crids  to  national  pi'ofpe'' 
rity  and  happinefs  ?  The  gradual, 
but  iiTdldible  influence  of  a  brave 
(F  2)  fcation* 
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nation, confiding  of  twenty  four-mil¬ 
lions  of  men,  fpeaking  the  fame  lan¬ 
guage,  governed  bv  the  fame  laws, 
and  bringing  back  the  regulations  of 
lociety  to  the  Ample  principles  of  li¬ 
berty  and  juftice,  which  pofTefs  an 
xrrefifHble  power  over  the  human 
mind — the  influence,  I  fay,  of  fuch 
a  nation  will  procure  miflionaries 
and  profelytes  in  every  country 'of 
the  world  The  influence  of  fuch  a 
people  will  furely  win  the  hearts  of 
every  European  nation  to  tread  the 
path  of  truth,  moderation,  and  juf¬ 
tice  ;  but  not  at  once,  not  in  one 
day,  nor  in  one  year  ;  too  many 
prejudices  enflave  the  mind,  too  ma¬ 
ny  pafiions  inflame  the  heart,  and 
too  many  tyrants  rule  with  defpotic 
fway.  Further,  does  our  geogra¬ 
phical  ft  nation  fugged  to  us  to 
feparate  ourfelves  from  our  allies  ? 
Are  not  our  remote  poffeflions, 
fcattered  as  they  are  ,on  all  parts 
of  the  globe,  e^pofed  to  attacks 
which  we  are  incapable  in  all  parts 
fingly  to  repel  ?  And  while  at  the 
fame  time  we  know  that  knowledge 
and  indruCtion  are  not  fo  generally 
diffufed,  that  every  people  will  be 
willing  to  believe  that  one  common 
political  intered  ought  to  bind  the 
human  race  by  the  cultivation  of 
peace,  mutual  kindnefs,  and  red 
procal  love,  ought  we  not  to  oppofe 
the  affection  of  one  nation,  to  the 
reftleflhefs  of  another,  and  at  leaf; 
refrain  by  a  formidable  appearance 
thofe  who  would  be  tempted  to  take 
advantage  of  our  troubles,  with  a 
view  to  the  advancement  of  their 
own  profperity  ? 

So  long  as  we  fhall  have  rivals, 
prudence  enjoins  11s  to,  place  beyond 
the  poffibiiity  of  an  attack,  the  par¬ 
ticular  property  of  every  individual 
in  the  nation  ;  to  watch  with  caution 
the  ambitious  eriterprizes  of  foreign 
.courts,  and  to  proportion  our  public 
force  to  the  armaments  of  the  power 


which  threatens  our  territories.  So 
long  as  our  neighbours  fhall  not  im¬ 
plicitly  adopt  our  principles,  we  fhall 
be  conftrained,  while  purfuing  a 
more  liberal  fyfiem  of  politics,  not 
to  forget  thofe  precautions  which 
prudence  requires.  If  our  ambaf- 
fadors  at  foreign  courts  final!  have  no 
more  occafion  to  plead  the  caufe  of 
our  paflions,  they  will  have  to  de¬ 
fend  the  caufe  of  reafon,  a  more  ex¬ 
cellent  function.  Is  it  not  trite,  that 
a  people  whofe  wifh  is  to  preferve 
peace  over  all,  undertake  an  enter- 
prize  more  difficult  and  noble  than  a 
nation  which  inflames  its  ambition, 
by  the  eager  purfuit  of  objeCts  to  gra¬ 
tify  its  lull  of  dominion,  and  con¬ 
quers  to  fatisfy  its  third:  of  glory  ? 

Thefe,  gentlemen,  are  the  mod 
important  reflections  which  have 
druck  your  committee  ;  they  lead  to 
two  principles  which  they  have 
adopted,  and  which  it  is  my  duty  to 
fubmit  to  you,  before  I  enter  upon 
a  longer  detail  on  the  particular  ad 
fair  of  Spain. 

Thefe  two  principles  are, 

id,  That  all  treaties  heretofore 
concluded  by  the  king  of  the  French, 
ought  to  be  driClly  obferved  by  the? 
French  nation,  fubjeCb,  however,  to 
fuch  alterations  and  modifications, 
as  diall  be  made  therein  by  an  in- 
vedigation  of  this  aflembly  and  its 
committees,  and  agreeable  to  in- 
dructions  which  the  king  diall  be  re- 
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queded  to  give  on  that  head  to  his 
agents  at  different  courts  of  Europe. 

2d,  That  the  king  diall  be  imme¬ 
diately  addreffed  to  intimate  to  all 
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the  foreign  nowers,  with  whom  we 
have  conneCfion,  that  the  unaltera¬ 
ble  defire  of  peace,  and  the  renun¬ 
ciation  of  every  deflre  of  conqued, 
being  the  bads  of  our  conditution, 
the  French  nation  will  not  regard  as 
obligatory  nor  binding  any  part  of 
fuch  treaties,  but  the  dipula t ions 
which  are  purely  defenflvc, 

Thefe 
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Thefe  two  principles  appear  to  tis 
in  perfect  union  wjth,  and  congenial 
to,  the  fpirit  of  our  conftitution,  and 
they  appear  to  us  of  fo  much  the 
more  importance,  as  they  will,  on 
the  one  hand,  ferve  to  give  fatisfac* 
tion  to  dur  allies,  and  on  the  other,  will 
leave  no  doubt  of  our  love  of  peace, 
our  earned;  deftre  to  fee  extinguifhed 
for  ever  the  torch  of  war,  and  our 
decided  refolution  never  to  take  arms, 
unlefs  to  curb  unjuft  oppreflbrs.  It 
is  not,  however,  fufficient  to  de¬ 
clare,  that  to  ambition,  (whofe  only 
objedt  is  aggrandizement)  and  to  po¬ 
litics,  (whofe  objeft  it  is  to  confound 
we  mean  in  future  to  be  ftrangers. 
It  becomes  us  to  apprize  all  nations, 
•that  if  in  order  to  deftroy  for  ever 
even  the  feeds  of  future  quarrels,  it 
lhali  be  found  neceffary  to  renounce 
all  external  force,  we  will  give  the 
‘firft  example  of  deftroying  our  for¬ 
tifications,  difbanding  our  army, 
and  burning  our  fleets.  The  two 
principles  which  I  have- laid  down, 
point  out  the  anfwer  which  the  king 
ought  to  give  to  the  court  of  Spain, 
but  your  committee  will  defcend  into 
particulars.  We  have  examined  our 
alliance  with  Spain,  under  the  follow¬ 
ing  points  of  view :  the  sera  of  the 
engagement,  its  utility,  its  form,  the 
conditions  on  our  part,  the  adlual 
fituation  of  the  Spaniards,  and  the 
apparent  views  of  the  Englifh. 

The  refult.  of  our  enquiries  are 
•  thefe  :  The  Spaniards  were  long  our 
enemies  ;  after  the  lapfe  of  more  than 
a  century,  in  which  many  fanguina 
ry  battles  were  fought,  the  peace  of 
the  Pyrenees  put  an  end  to  the  wars 
of  two  nations,  equally  haughty  and 
warlike,  who  ruined  and  tor&them- 
felves  to  pieces  to  gratify  the  pride  or 
vanity  of  particular  men,  to  the 
misfortune  of  the  two  people ;  the 
tranquillity  of  Europe  was,  however, 
of  fhort  duration  ;  the  paffions  of 
princes  take  but  a  flight  repofe ; 
Lewis  XIV.  united  in  bis  family  the 
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fceptres  of  France  and  Spain;  this 
union  was  a  pretext  for  thefurround- 
ing  powers  to  unite  again  ft  us ;  and 
had  half  their  projects  of  vengeance 
fncceeded,  if  we  had  not  fallen  under 
the  ftrokes  of  fo  manv  enemies,  we 
could  not  have  effaced  that  languor 
and  internal  deftrudtion,  which  are 
the  never-failing  conffquences  of  a 
long  war. 

It  was  foon  perceived,  however, 
that  this  fucceffion  which  had  coft  fo 
much  blood,  did  not  vet  fecure  the 
repofe  of  the  two  nations;  the  kings 
were  relations ;  the  people  were  ftill 
difunited ;  the  minifters  were  rivals  ; 
and  England,  profiting  of  their  divi- 
ftons  and  weaknefs,  ffized  with  im¬ 
punity  the  empire  of  the  fea,  and  the  4 
commerce  of  the  world. 

After  that  fatal,  that  calamitous 
war,  which  coft  the  French  nation 
its  ftiips,  its  riches,  and  its  fineft 
colonies,  our  misfortunes  afforded  to 
the  Spanifh  character,  a  glorious  00 
cafion  to  difplay  itfelf,  and  which 
they  have  fince  repeated.  That  ge¬ 
nerous  people  whofe  good  faith  is 
proverbial,  acknowledged  us  for 
friends  when  we  were  ready  to  fall ; 
they  participated  in  our  misfortunes, 
they  re-animated  our  hopes,  they 
weakened  our  rivals,  and  their  mi¬ 
nifters  figned  in  ,76,  a  treaty  of  al¬ 
liance  with  us  when  our  arms  w^re 
broken  to  pieces,  our  credit  loft,  and 
our  navy  deftroyed.  What  was  the 
confequence  of  this  union  ?  Sixteen 
years  of  peace  and  tranquillity, 
which  would  not  have  then  be  n  in¬ 
terrupted,  if  'ngland  had  reverenced 
in  her  colonies  the  facred  principles 
of  liberty  which  file  herfelf  adores ; 
and  if  the  French,  the  protestors  of 
the  liberties  of  others,  before  (he 
acquired  her  own,  ha  net  urged 
their  king  to  make  war  in  d  fence  of 
the  Americans. 

This  quarrel,  abfolutely  foreign 
to  the  court  of  Spain,  might  dif- 
turb  its  colonies,  and  involve  its  dear- 
(F  3)  eft 
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eft  interefts ;  bi]t  the  Englilh  having 
been  the  fhft  viojaters  of  the  peace, 
the  Spaniards, faithful  to  their  engage¬ 
ments,  flew  to  arms,  joined  us  with 
their  fleets,  their  tr.eafures,  and  their 
foldiers,  and  with  them  we  a,  quired 
the  immortal  honour  of  reftoring 
to  liberty  a  considerable  part  of  the 
human  race. 

Since  the  memorable  peace  which 
crowned  our  efforts,  war  was  again 
on  the  point  of  being  rckind]ed°be- 
tween  France  and  England  ;  no  foon 
er  had  the  king  of  the  French  noti¬ 
fied  to  his  ally  that  he  was  arming, 
than  a  powerful  fleet  filled  the  ports 
oi  Spain;  fite  did  not  even  wait  for 
intimation,  but  flew  unaiked  to 
our  rfliftance  :  and  England  agreed 
with  us  to  difarm.  But  let  us  draw 
a  veil  over  that  fhameful  period, 
when  the  unfkilfulnefs  of  our  minif- 
ters  robbed  us  of  an  ally,  whom  we 
had  gained  by  our  favours,  and  whom 
we  had  fufficiently  protected  by  {bow¬ 
ing  ourfelves  at  all  times  ready  to  de¬ 
fend  her  ;  a  lofs  which  will  deprive 
us  in  future  of  the  means  of 
aJiing  as  the  arbiters  of  peace  in 
Europe.  In  recailingto  your  remem¬ 
brance  the  conduct  of  Spain,  and  the 
Services  file  has  rendered  to  us,  we 
demand  if  Prance  ought  to  break  a 
treaty,  generoufly  entered  into,  fre¬ 
quently  ufefu],  and  i\  ligioufly  ob- 
ferved  ?  We  demand  if  it  would  be 
honourable  to  annul  fo  folemn  an 
engagement,  at  the  inftant  that  Spain 
is  threatened  with  the  fame  dangers, 
which  file  three  different  times  ward¬ 
ed  off  from  us  ? 

We  will  not  argue  with  thofe 
who  are  afraid  that  one  pf  the  two 
nations  mall  exceed  in  generofitv  ; 
but  coes  our  intereft  in  the  prefent 
pafe_  pretcribc  to  us  other  laws  than 
gratitude?  Some  men  there  are  of 
bold  charablers,  and  proud  of  their 
country,  who  believe  trance  in vin- 
cibie?  'though  Handing  by  herfelf. 


Some  of  thefe  have  the  honour  to 
fit  among  us ;  and  this  opinion  is  fp 
much  the  more  honourable,  as  it 
blends  the  public  ftrength  with  the 
energy  oi  liberty.  But  public  liberty 
is  not  in  itfejf  the  great  ftrength  of 
empires,  which  have  long  been 
(b  angers  to  juftice  :  nations,  on  the 
contrary,  apply  themfelves  folely  to 
the  increafe  of  their  internal  wealth, 
and  advancement  of  their  true  proft 
peritv.  But  France  may  perceive 
in  her  annals,  triumphs  whic  h  prompt 
revenge.  She  has  colonies  which 
excite  ambition,  a  commerce  which 
excites  defire  of  poffeilion  ;  and  if 
die  may  be  able  mie  day  to  defend 
herfelf  without  allies,  apd  which  I 
believe  as  ftrongly  as  any  man,  this 
is  no  reafpii  why  flie  fliould  expofe 
herfelf  ftngly  to  a  war  with  powers 
whofe  adfual  forces  are  fuperior  to 
her  own  ;  for  we  are  not  confidering 
the  cafe  hi  point  pf  necefiity,  but 
prudence.  We  are  not  deliberating, 
if  we  fliall  make  a  difplay  of  ourlaft 
refources,  butr  confidering  the  mofj: 
effectual  means  to  preferve  peace. 

T*Ve  confider  no  nation  nor  people 
as  our  enemy,  What  is  it  hut  an 
jnfidious  fiyftem  of  politics  that  has 
hitherto  reprefented  as  oqr  rival,  a 
nation  whofe  fteps  we  have  followed^ 
whofe  brilliant  example  has  been  a 
light  to  direct  us  in  the  attainment  of 
opr  liberties,  and  with  whom  fo  many 
new  motives  lead  us  to  be  on  a  good 
linderfifanding  ;  a  new  fpeqes  of  ri- 
valfifip,  the  emulation  of  good  laws 
oughtto  tgkeplaceofan  emulation  fof- 
tered  by  politics  and  ambition.  Let  us 
not  then,  for  a  moment,  believe  that 
a  free  and  enlightened  people  will 
take  advantage  of  our  tranfient  com¬ 
motions  to  renew  unjuftly  the  cala¬ 
mities  of  war,  to  attack  our  riling 
liberties,  to  check  the  happy  deve¬ 
lopment  of  the  principles  which  flie 
has  taught  us.  In  her  the  bare  at¬ 
tempt  would  be  facriiege  ;  in  us  it 
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would  be  facriiege  to  believe  her  ca¬ 
pable  of  it.  Does  not  the  fame  po¬ 
litical  reliction  now  unite  France  and 

o 

Great  Britain  ?  Is  not  defpotifm  and 
its  agents  the  common  enemies  of 
both  ?  Will  not  the  Engiifh.  be  more 
certain  of  preserving  their  liberties, 
while  a  nation  of  free  Frenchmen 
iliall  be  ready  to  adt  as  their  auxilia- 
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ries  ?  But  while  we  do  homage  to 
the  philofophy  of  this  people,  our 
elder  brethren  in  liberty,  let  us  at  the 
fame  time  attend  to  the  maxims  of 
prudence. 

It  is  the  duty  of  politicians  to 
reafnnon  fuppofitions  which  they  do 
not  believe,  and  in  order  to  preferve 
the  happinefs  of  nations,  care  muff 
be  taken  to  watch  the  confequences 
of  the  moff  unlikely  as  well  as  the 
moft  probable  events ;  let  us  fuppofe 
then,  that  England  anticipates  with 
a  jealous  eye,  the  improvements 
which  a  free  conflitution  muff  one 
day  give  to  our  ffrength,  our  com¬ 
merce,  and  credit ;  that  (lie  reads  in 
her  own  hiftory  the  advancement  of 
our  profperity,  and  that  by  a  falfe 
fyflem  of  politics,  file  fhajl  watch 
circum fiances,  and  profit  by  every 
opportunity,  to  break  a  formidable 
alliance,  of  which  {lie  has  often  felt 
the  full  weight.  What  are  the  mea- 
fures  which  fuch  a  fuppofition  ought 
to  fuggeft  to  us  ?  We  cannot  conn- 
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terbalance  the  number  of  Engiifh 
flips,  but  by  a  jundtion  with  our 
ally  ;  our  natural  i'nterefls  dictate 
to  us  to  confirm  an  alliance  with 
Spain  ;  and  the  foie  means  of  ac- 
complifliing  this  objedt  is  to  fulfil 
our  treaties  with  fidelity.  Perhaps 
it  may  be  fa  id ,  that  this  fidelity  will 
bring  on  more  quickly  a  foreign  war, 
may  put  a  flop  to  our  regeneration, 
may  impoverifh  our  finances,  anni¬ 
hilate  our  armies ;  does  fuch  an  ar¬ 
gument  require  ananfwer  ?  England 
either  wi flies  to  go  to  war,  or  fie 
does  not  j  if  fie  does  ncrt  wifi  it ; 


if  fie  arms,  that  fie  may  negotiate 
with  greater  fuccefs :  the  conduct 
which  we  propofe  to  follow  can  ne¬ 
ver  be  confidered  by  her  as  a  provo¬ 
cation,  and  you  will  fulfil  your  en¬ 
gagements  without  endangering  your 
tranquillity:  if,  on  the  contrary,  Eng¬ 
land  defigns  to  go  to  war,  then  you 
can  no  longer  truft  to  jufiice  or  ge- 
nerofity ;  your  inactivity  will  increafe 
your  danger  infiead  of  averting  it. 
If  Spain  finks  in  the  conteft,  fhalL 
we  not  then  be  an  objedf  of  the  fame 
ambition  and  vengeance  ?  Shall  not 
the  fame  calamities,  which  are  dread¬ 
ed  as  the  refult  of  adhering  to  our 
alliance,  then  threaten  our  finances 
and  our  armies,  and  many  other 
difafters  not  eafy  to  forefee  ? 

The  nation  who  hath  made  choice 
of  us,  as  the  framers  of  their  laws, 
have  a  demand  upon  us  for  the  fecu- 
rity  of  their  poiTeffions  and  their 
commerce.  Reftlefthefs  will,  per¬ 
haps,  weaken  public  fpirit,  and  will 
certainly  lefien  the  refpedf  due  to 
your  decrees ;  your  forefight  will  be 
called  in  queftion ;  :if  your  loyalty  is 
applauded,  your  wifdom  will  be 
doubted  ;  it  is  to  be  dreaded  too, 
that  thofe  citizens  whole  fortunes 
will  be  affedted  by  the  firft  ftroke  of 
an  unexpected  war,  will  be  exafpe- 
rated  by  the  di (after.  That  the  re¬ 
gret  of  having  loft  an  ally,  may  not 
be  oppofed  by  particular  Ioffes — that 
we  may  not  reproach  ourfelves — and 
as  we  are  to  decide  upon  cafes  equally 
dangerous — it  is  our -duty  to  prefer 
that  determination  which  will  even¬ 
tually  fuppjy  us  with  the  belt  means 
of  furmounting  the  dangers  to  which 
we  are  in  either  cafe  expofed. 

It  will  be  faid,  perhaps,  tha,t 
Spain,  confiding  in  our  affiftance, 
will  not  yield  in  any  point  in  a  ne- 
gociation  for  peace  ;  vyhereas  if  we 
take  no  concern  in  the  quarrel,  the 
accommodation  we  d^fii'e  will  nei¬ 
ther  be  tedious  nor  difficult. — We 
(F  4)  have 
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have  already’anfwcrecl  this  objeftion. 
The  principles  which  we  propole  to 
you  to  decree,  lhall  leave  no  doubt 
of  our  intentions  to  Great  Britain, 
and  will  evidently  point, out  to  Spain, 
that  our  conftituti  n  only  regards 
-obligatory  engagements  of  a  defen- 
live  nature  ;  our  conduct  fhaii  have 
no  •hoftile  afpeft,  which  is  hot  war¬ 
ranted  by  neceffity.  It  cannot  ap¬ 
pear  hoftile  to  the  Engiiih,  ftnlds 
they  wifa  to  be  the  aggrdlors ;  be- 
lides,  if  it  is  true  that  by  abandon¬ 
ing  our  engagements,  Spain  will  be 
forced  to  negotiate  a  peace  more  rea¬ 
dily  with  England,  it  is  not  eafy 
to.  forefee,  (whatever  may  be  the  na¬ 
ture  or  fuch  accommodation)  the 
irreparable  injury  which  our  credit 
and  our  commerce  will  fuftain  by 
fuch  a  negotiation.  It  is  not  abfo- 
lutely  the  Family  Com  pact  which  we 
propofe  to  you  to  ratify,  concluded 
as  it  was  at  a  period  when  kings 
fpoke  for  their  people,  as  if  the  coun¬ 
try  which  they  governed  had  been 
their  patrimonial  inheritance,  or  as 
ft  the  will  of  the  monarch  fhould 
have  decided  on  their  fate. 

'1  his  treaty  bears  the  ftngular  name 
cf  the  R#nily  Com  pa  ft  ;  there  does 
nop  however,  exift  one  of  our  de¬ 
crees  which  does  not.  announce  to  ail 
Europe,  that  we  acknowledge  none 
but  national compafts.  In  this  treaty 
(formed  by  a  French  minifter,  whom 
ambition  fired  to  repair  the  Ioffes  of 
unfortunate  war,)  are  compre¬ 
hended  feveral  articles  for  the  pur- 
pofc  cf  binding  Spain  to  the  views 
of  that  minifter. — She  is  bound 
down  to  affi it  us  even  in  cafes  where 
we  may  be  the  aggreflors..—  But  fmee 
we  renounce  the  obfervance  of  fuch 
engagements  m  our  own  cafe,  we  ab- 
folve  others  from  the  fame  Imputa¬ 
tions'. 

The  artii  ks  which  ought  to  be  ra¬ 
tified  are  thole  relative  to  a  reciprc- 
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cal  guarantee  of  poffeffions,  to  the 
mutual  fuccour  which  the  two  na¬ 
tions  ought  to  give  to  each  other,  and 
to  the  commercial  intercourfe.— > -The 
reft  ought  to  be  modified  and  explain¬ 
ed,  for  it  is  impoftible  you  can  ad¬ 
here  to  offenlxve  ch  ufes,  who  have 
been  the  find:  people  in  Europe  to 
abjure  and  renounce  them. 

1  he  only  me  Tpre  your  committee 
pfopofes  on  that;  head,  in  cafe  you 
lhall  adopt,  at  the  prefent  moment, 
the  plan  of  the  decree  to  be  fubmit- 
ted  to  you,  is,  that  you  lhall  dire  ft 
a  particular  examination  lobe  made 
of  the  articles  of  the  Family  Compact:, 
in  order  to  enable  you  to  ftrengthen 
your  conneftions  with  Spain,  by 
converting  this  treaty  into  a  national 
compact,  by  retrenching  all  the  ufe- 
lefs  claufes  and  Emulations  of  an  of- 
fenfive  nature,  and  byaddreffing  the 
king  to  give  orders  to  his  minifter 
to  negotiate  with  Spain  fora  renew¬ 
al  cf  the  treaty  on  principles  which 
lhall  receive  your  a  p probation.  Thus 
the  intereft  of  Spain  will  be  re¬ 
conciled  to  your  own.  What  is  a 
comp? ft  between  one  cabinet  and 
another  ?  One  minifter  frames  it, 
another  minifter  may  deftroy  it. — 
Ambition  conceived  it,  rivallhip  may 
annihilate  it.  ft  he  monarch  is  often 
the  foie  diftator,  while  the  nation, 
who  is  the  guarantee,  takes  no  part 
in  the  tranfaftion.  It  will  not  be 
thus  with  a  national  compaft,  which 
will  confederate,  in  feme  meafure, 
two  countries,  one  to  the  other,  and 
who  will,  on  all  great  o  caftoris, 
unite  their  interefts  and  rtioft  pow¬ 
erful  efforts. — Such  a  corn  n  a  ft  can 
alone  bind  every  individual  to  aft 
by  general  content,  and  produce  an 
indiftoluble  alliance,  fupported  by 
the  unfhaken  bafts  of  public  faith/ 
ft  hefe  obfervations  are  the  refulfc 
of  the  inyeftigation  of  your  com¬ 
mittee.— -They  comprehend  three 
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points  diPindt  from  each  other,  al¬ 
though  indivifible,  as  you  may  ob- 
ferve.  The  developement  of  two 
principles,  which  ought  to  be  the  balls 
of  your  political  fyPem,  a  decifion 
which  preferves  a  ufeful  alliance,  by 
declaring  to  the  king  of  Spain,  that 
we  will  fulfil  our  engagements;  the 
demand  of  the  decree  to  diredbyour 
committee  to  make  fuch  modifica¬ 
tions  in  the  renewal  of  this  alliance  as 
circumPances  may  require.  But  this 
determination,  if  adopted  by  you, 
necdiarily  points  to  other  mea- 
fures.  The  maintenance  of  our  al¬ 
liance  with  Spain  would  be  illufiory 
and  vain,  if,  at  the  fame  time  that 
we  gave  all  the  Prength  of  our  in¬ 
fluence  to  negotiations  for  therepofe 
of  a  part  of  Europe,  we  negiedbed 
to  augment  our  armaments,  in  a 
flmilar  proportion  to  thofe  of  the 
neighbouring  Pates.  It  is  not  merely 
for  the  fake  of  our  difrant  pofieflions, 
and  the  wealth  they  may  contain, 
that  obliges  us  to  arm  before  the 
moment  of  aggrefiion— -  our  com¬ 
merce  Piould  be  guaranteed,  not  on¬ 
ly  from  real  dangers,  but  the  ap- 
prehenflon  of  dangers  ;  and  nothing 
can  be  of  more  importance,  than  to 
convince  our  colonies  that  they  will 
be'  protected.  Behold  the  confe- 
quences  of  that  execrable  cliftruP 
which  induces  neighbouring  na¬ 
tions  to  dread  '  and  watch  each 
other  as  enemies  !  Why  is  it  necef- 
fiary  that  nations,  in  order  to  pre¬ 
fer  ve  peace,  fliould  ruin  themfeives 
in  preparations  of  defence?  Let  this 
dr&ndtui  policy  be  reprobated  in 
every  country ! 

It  is  for  the  purpofe  of  embracing 
the  various  objedhs  announced  in  their 
report,  that  your  committee  pro- 
piofes  .a  decree,  as  the  moP  proper  to 
fulfil  your  engagements  without  im¬ 
prudence,  to  change  the  ancient  fyl- 


tem  without  danger,  and  to  avoid  a 
war  without  exhibiting  any  fymp- 
toms  of  weaknefs* 

/  i  , 


Decree  of  the  National  Affemhly  of 
France ,  on  the  Family  Compafl ,  in 
conf  luence  of  the  preceding  .Re¬ 
port. 

THE  national  aiTembly  deliberat¬ 
ing  on  the  formal  propoiition  of  the 
king,  contained  in  the  letter  of  the 
miniPer,  elated  the  iPof  AuguP, 
Decree,  That  the  king  be  fuppli- 
cated  to  make  known  to  his  Catholic 
majt-Py,  that  the  French  nation,  in 
taking  all  proper  meafures  to  main¬ 
tain  peace,  will  obferve  the  defen  five 
and  commercial  engagements  which 

.  o  o 

the  French  government  have  pre- 

vioufiy  contracted  with  Spain. 

They  further  decree,  that  his  ma- 
*  * 

jePy  PiaM  be  requePed  immediately 
to  charge  his  ambaflador  in  Spain  to 
negotiate  with  the  miniPer  of  his 
Catholic  majePy  to  the  erfedf  of  per¬ 
petuating  and  renewing,  by  a  nation¬ 
al  treaty,  the  ties  fo  ufeful  to  the 
t  wo  nations,  and  to  fix  with*  preciflon 
and  clearnefs  every  Pipulation  which 
Piail  be  Pridtly  conformable  to  the 
views  of  general  peace,  and  to  the 
principles  of  juPice,  which  will  be 
for  ever  the  policy  of  the  French. 

The  national  afiembly  farther  tak¬ 
ing  into  confideration  the  armaments 
of  the  different  nations  of  Europe 
• — their  progreflive  increafe,  and  the 
fafety  of  the  French  colonies  and 
commerce,  decree,  that  the,  king 
Piall  be  prayed  to  give  orders,  that 
the  French  marine  force  in  commif- 
P011  Pi  all  be  increafed  to  forty-five 
fiiips  of  the  line,  with  a  propor¬ 
tionate  number  of  frigates,  and  ocher 
veflels. 
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Letter  from  M.  dc  Montmorin  to  the 

Brefdent  of  the  National  Affembly , 

Sept,  i . 

Mr.  Proficient, 

THE  king,  in  commanding  me 
to  make  known  to  the  national 
affembly,  that  he  had  fandtioned 
the  decree  of  the  26th  nit .  concern¬ 
ing  the  confirmation  of  our  defen- 
Jive  and  commercial  engagements 
with  Spain,  directed  me  at  the 
fame  time  to  inform  them,  that  he 
had  charged  me  to  employ  the  ne- 
ceflarv  means  to  fulfil  the  views  of 
the  affembly,  relative  to  the  expla¬ 
nations  of  which  the  treaty  that  has 
hound  ns  to  Spain  iince  1761,  is  fuf- 
ceptible. 

I  have  fent  to  his  majefly’s  ambaf- 
fador  at  the  court  of  London  the  re¬ 
quisite  inftrudlions,  that  in  appriz¬ 
ing  the  Englifh  minifler  of  our  ar¬ 
maments,  he  might  renew,  at  the 
fame  time,  the  moil  pofltive  affurances 
of  our  pacific  intentions. 

The  marine  minifler  has  already 

J 

informed  the  affembly  of  the  orders 
he,  has  received  from  his  majefly,  in 
regard  to  the  armaments  they  have 
decreed,  and  he  has  preferred  the 
table  of  the  expence  they  will  re¬ 
quire.  I  mould  add  to  you,  that  to 
fulfil  gradually  the  views  of  the  af¬ 
fembly,,  his  majefly  has  determined 
to  begin  by  equipping  fixteen  fhips, 
which,  added  tothofe  already  armed, 
will  increafe  the  number  to  thirty. 
His  majefly  has  given  orders,  at  the 
fame  time,  that  the  nereifary  mea- 
fures  be  taken  to  enable  him  to  com¬ 
plete  the  number  of  forty-five  fhips 
voted  by  the  a'flembiy,  with  all  the 
difpatch  which  any  pollible  turn  of 
affairs  may  require. 

This  difpoiition,  fubjedt  to  events, 
will  not  make  any  change  in  the  ta¬ 
ble  of  expence  prefented  by  1VX.  de 
Luzerne,  for  the  current  year.  His 
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majefly  will  take  care  to  give  orders 
for  the  i filling  of  the  funis  voted 
by  the  affembly  for  the  marine  de¬ 
partment,  in  proportion  only  as  the 
armaments  fhall  require. 

The  king  believes,  by  thefe  difpo- 
fitions  of  wifdom,  prudence,  and, 
at  the  fame  time,  of  ceconomy,  that 
he  has  entered  fully  into  the  views 
of  the  affembly,  and  thus  reconciled 
their  pacific  intentions  with  the  pre¬ 
cautions  that  cireurnftances  render 
neceffary. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
(Signed)  MONTMORIN. 


Convention  between  his  Britannic  Ma¬ 
jefly  and  the  King  of  Spain,  flgned 
at  the  Ef  urial ,  the  2%th  ofOflobcr , 
179°. 

THEIR  Britannic  and  Catholic 
majeflies  being  defirous  of  termi¬ 
nating,  by  a  fpeedv  and  folid  agree¬ 
ment,  the  differences  which  have 
lately  arifen  between  the  two  crowns, 
have  adjudged  that  the  befl  way  of 
attaining  this  falutary  objedl  would 
be  that  of  an  amicable  arrangement, 
which,  fetting  afide  all  retrofpeclive 
difcullion  of  the  rights  and  preten- 
fions  of  the  two  parties,  ftiould  fix 
their  refpedtive  fituation  for  the  fu¬ 
ture  on  a  bafis  conformable  to  their 
true  iuterefls,  as  well  as  to  the  mu¬ 
tual  delire. with  which  their  faid 
majeflies  are  animated,  of  eftablifh- 
ing  with  each  other,  in  every  thing 
and  in  all  places,  the  mail  perfect 
friendship,  harmony,  and  good  cor- 
refpondence.  In  this  view,  they  have 
named  and  coiiflituted  for  their  ple¬ 
nipotentiaries;  to  wit,  on  the  part 
of  his  Britannic  majefly,  Alleynq 
f  itzherberr,  eiq.  one  of  his  laid 
majefly’s  privy  council  in  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  Ireland,  and  his  ambaffador 
extraordinary  and  plenipotentiary 
to  his  Catholic  majefly.;  an '1,  on  the 
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part  of  his  Catholic  majedy,  Don 
jofeph  MoninO,  count  of  Florida 
Blanca,  knight  grand  crofs  of  the 
joyal  Spanifh  order  of  Charles  III. 
.counfellor  of  date  to  his  faid  majedy, 
and  his  principal  fecretary  of  date, 
and  of  the  difpatches ;  who,  after 
having  communicated  to  each  other 
their  refpedlive  full  powers,  have 
agreed  upon  the  following  articles : 

Art.  1.  It  is  agreed  that  the 
Buildings  and  tradls  of  land,  dtuated 
on  the  north -wed  coad  of  the  con¬ 
tinent  of  North  America,  or  on 
iflands  adjacent  to  that  continent, 
..of  which  the  fubjedls  of  his  Britan¬ 
nic  majesty  were  difpodeded,  about 
the  month  of  April  1789,  by  a  Spa- 
nidi  officer,  diall  be  redored  to  the 
faid  JBritidi  fubjedls. 

Art.  II.  And  further,  that  a  juft 
reparation  fhall  be  made,  according 
to  the  nature  of  the  cafe,  for  all  adls 
of  violence  or  hodility,  which  may 
have  been  committed  fubfequent  to 
the  month  of  April  1789,  by  the 
fubjedls  of  either  of  the  contradling 
parties  againd  the  fubjedls  of  the 
other ;  and  that,  in  cafe  any  of  the 
laid  refpedtiye  fubjedls  diall,  fince 
the  fame  period,  have  been  forcibly 
difpodeded  of  their  lands,  buildings, 
veflels,  merchandife,  and  other  pro¬ 
perty  whatever,  on  the  faid  conti? 
nent,  or  on  the  feas  or  iflands  adja¬ 
cent,  they  diall  be  re-edablidied  in 
the  poffieffion  thereof,  or  a  jud  com- 
penfation  diall  be  made  to  them  for 
jthe  lodes  which  they  have  fudained. 

Art.  III.  And,  in  order  to 
ftrengthen  the  bonds  of  frienddiip, 
and  to  preferve  in  future  a  perfect 
harmony  and  good  underdanding 
-iaetween  the  two  contracting  parties, 
it  is  agreed,  that  their  refpedtive  fub- 
jedts  fhall  not  be  didurbed  or  mo- 
leded,  either  in  navigating  or  car¬ 
rying  on  their  fisheries  in  the  Pacific 
Ocean,  or  in  the  South  Seas,  or  in 
landing  on  the  coads  pf  thofe  feas. 
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in  places  not  already  occm  ied,  for 
the  purpofe  of  carrying  on  their 
commerce  with  the  natives  of  the 
countrv,  or  of  making  fettlements 
there;  the  whole  fubjedt,  neverthe- 
lefs,  to  the  redridtions  and  proviuons 
fpecified  in  the  three  followim.  ar¬ 
ticles : 

Art.  IV.  His  Britannic  majedv 
engages  to  take  the  mod  effectual 
meafures  to  prevent  the  navigation 
and  fidierv  of  his  fubjedls  in  the  Pa- 
cific  Ocean,  or  in  the  South  oeas, 
from  being  made  a  pretext  for  illicit 
trade  with  the  Spanifh  fet  dements ; 
and,  with  this  view,  it  is  moreover 
exprefsly  dipulated,  that  Britifh  fub- 
jeas  diall  not  navigate,  or  cany  on 
their  fifhery  in  the  faid  feas,  within 
the  fpace  of  ten  fea  leagues  from  any 
part  of  the  coads  already  occupied 
by  Spain. 

Art.  V.  It  is  agreed,  that  as  well 
in  the  places  which  ar  to  be  redored 
to  the  Britidi  fubjedls,  by  virtue  of 
the  fird  article,  as  in  all  other  parts 
of  the  north- wedern  coads  of  North 
America,  or  of  the  iflancls  adjacent, 
dtuate  to  the  north  of  the  parts  of 
the  faid  coad  already  occupied  by- 
Spain,  wherever  the  fubjedls  of  ei¬ 
ther  of  the  two  powers  fhall  have 
made  fettlements  fince  the  month  of 
April  1789,  or  diall  hereafter  make 
any,  the  fubjedls  of  the  other  diall 
have  free  accefs,  and  diall  carrv  on 
their  trade  without  any  difturbance 
or  moledation. 

Art.  VI.  It  is  further  agreed,  with 
refprdt  to  the  eadern  and  wedern 
coads  of  South  America,  and  to  the 
iflands  adjacent,  that  no  fertlement 
fhall  be  formed  hereafter,  by  the 
refpedtive  fubjedls,  in  fuch  part  of 
thofe  coads  as  are  fjtuated  to  the 
fouth  of  thofe  parts  of  the  fame 
coads,  and  of  the  iflands  adjacent, 
which  ate  already  occupied  by  Spain; 
provided  that  the  faid  refpedtive  fub¬ 
jedls  fhall  retain  tjie  liberty  of  landing 
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on  the  coafts  and  i  hands  fo  fit  Listed, 
for  the  purpofes  of  their  fifliery,  and 
of  creeling  thereon  huts,  and  other 
temporary  buildings,  lerving  only 
for  thofe  purpofes. 

Art.  VII.  In  all  cafes  of  com¬ 
plaint,  or  infraction  of  the  articles 
of  the  prefent  convention,  the  offi¬ 
cers  of  either  party,  without  per¬ 
mitting  themfelves  previouifly  to 
commit  any  violence  or  act  of  force, 
fhe  11  be  bound  to  make  an  exadt  re¬ 
port  of  the  affair,  and  of  its  circum- 
ftances,  to  their  refpeclive  courts, 
who  will  terminate  fuch  differences 
in  an  amicable  manner. 

Art.  VIII.  The  prefent  conven¬ 
tion  {ball  be  ratified  and  confirmed 
in  the  fpace  of  fix  weeks,  to  be 
computed  from  the  day  of  its  ftgna- 
ture,  or  fooner,  if  it  can  be  done. 

In  witnefs  whereof,  we,  the  under- 
fiigned  plenipotentiaries  of  their  Bri¬ 
tannic  and  Catholic  majefties,  have, 
in  their  names,  and  in  virtue  of  our 
refpeSivc  full  powers,  figned  the 
prefent  convention,  and  fet  thereto 
tne  feals  of  our  arms. 

Done  at  the  palace  of  St.  Laurence, 
the  28th  of  October,  1790. 

(L.  S.)  Alleyne  Fitzhereert. 
(L.  S.)  El  Conde  de  Florida 
Blanca. 


AddrcJ's  of  the  Lord  Mayor ,  Alder- 
men-f  and  Commons  of  the  City  of 
London,  on  the  Convention  with 
Spain,  prefented  Nov.  24. 

To  the  King’s  Moil  Excellent  Ma- 
jefty. 

The  humble  Add  refs  of  the  Lord 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commons 
of  the  City  of  London,  in  Com¬ 
mon  Council  affembied. 

Moll  Gracious  Sovereign, 

WE  your  majefty’s  dutiful  and 
loval  fubjedls,  the  lord  mayor,  al- 
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dermqn,  and  commons  of  the  city 
of  London,  in  common  council  af¬ 
fembied,  approach  your  majeffy  with 
hearts  full  of  gratitude,  upon  the 
agreeable  profpect  of  a  continuance 
of  eftablifhed  peace  by  the  conven¬ 
tion  with  Spain. 

Deeply  affected  with  the  injuries 
fuftained  by  our  fellow-fubjects  from 
that  nation,  we  concurred  in  the 
general  fentiments  of  the  whole 
kingdom,  expreffed  by  the  two 
houfes  of  parliament,  on  receiving 
your  majeffy’ S'  moft  gracious  mef- 
fage  in  the  laft  feffion;  and  we  be- 
held  with  confidence  the  vigorous 
meafures  which  were  adopted  to 
gain  full  fatisfa&Lon  for  the  injuries 
done,  and  to  maintain  the  honour 
and  dignity  of  the  Britifh  empire  $ 
to  which  meafures  and  to  your  ma¬ 
jefty’s  paternal  regard  for  the  inte« 
reffs  of  your  people,  next  to  Divine 
Providence,  we  thankfully  aferibe 
the  happy  iffue  of  the  late  difagree- 
ments. 

Y our  majefty’s  faithful  citizens  of 
London  are  too  well  convinced  of 
the  falutary  confequences  of  conti¬ 
nued  peace,  to  delay  their  congra¬ 
tulations  upon  the  reconciliation 
with  Spain ;  for,  notwithftanding 
they  have  ever  manifeffed  their  rea- 
dinefs  to  bear  a  proportion  of  bur¬ 
thens  created  by  the  profecution  of 
a  juft  war,  they  cannot  but  moft 
ardently  rejoice  at  the  termination 
of  pending  hoftilities,  at  a  time 
when  the  reduction  of  the  national 
debt  is  an  objedt  of  importance  to 
your  people. 

Deign,  fire,  to  accept  our  mqft 
cordial  withes,  that  your  majefty’s 
reign  may  long  continue  in  peace 
and  profperity  over  a  grateful  and 
affectionate  people. 

His  Majefty’s  Anfwer. 

I  RECEIVE  with  great  pleafure 
the  dutiful  and  loyal  addreft  of  the 
.  '  y  citv 
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city  of  London ;  the  protection  of 
the  navigation  and  commerce  of  my 
fubjects  is  a  principal  objeCt  of  my 
attention;  and  I  am  confident  that 
I  may  always  expeCt  their  unanimous 
fupport  in  fuch  meafures  as  may  be 
neceffary  for  that  purpofe.  It  af¬ 
fords  me  the  higheft  fatisfadlion  to 
refledf,  that  on  the  prefent  occafion, 
this  objeCt  has  been  obtained  with¬ 
out  difturbingthe  public  tranquillity, 
which  is  productive  of  fuch  great  and 
increafmg  advantages  to  my  people. 


Addrefs  to  the  People  of  England,  fro?n 
the  Committee  of  Prot efkant  Diffen- 
ters  appointed  to  eo  n  dull  the  Appli¬ 
cation  to  Parliament  for  a  Repeal 
of  the  Tejt  Laws. 

London ,  May  14,  1790. 

THE  late  application  to  parlia¬ 
ment  for  the  repeal  of  the  Corpo¬ 
ration  and  Teft  ACts  appeared  fo 
clearly  founded  on  the  unalterable 
principles  of  reafon  and  juftice,  that 
we  cannot  but  regard  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  defeated,  and  the  vio¬ 
lent  fpirit  that  has  been  railed  againft 
us,  not  only  as  an  injury  to  omfelves, 
but  as  a  diferedit  to  the  character  of 
a  free  and  enlightened  nation.  All 
that  we  claimed  from  our  country 
was  to  be  delivered  from  certain  ig¬ 
nominious  difqualihcations  impbfed 
by  laws,  which  deprived  us  of  our 
rights  as  men  and  as  citizens.  By 
thefe  laws,  unlefs  we  take  the  facra- 
ment  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  ufage  of  the  church  of 
England,  in  violation  of  our  con- 
Lienees,  we  are  not  only  excluded 
from  corporation-offices,  though  we 
fhould  be  unanimoufly  eleCted  to 
them  by  thofe  who,  from  a  perfonal 
'knowledge  of  our  characters,  mull 
l.e  the  belt  judges  of  our  merits,  but 
are  made  incapable  of  being  ap¬ 
pointed  to  any  office  or  place  of 


trail,  whether  civil,  military,  or 
naval,  or  of  receiving  from  the 
king  any  reward  for  fervices  done 
to  the  public,  without  becoming 
liable  to  difabilities  and  penalties, 
which  would  (trip  us  of  many  of 
our  dearefi  rights,  and  place,  us 
nearly  in  the  fituation  of  profcribec! 
outlaws.  Was  it  to  be  expefted  that 
we  fnould  continue  for  ever  fdent 
under  grievances  thus  difgraceml 
and  galling  to  every  liberal  mind  ? 
If  we  had  not  fought  for  the  redrefs 
of  them,  we  fhould  have  been  want¬ 
ing  to  the  feelings  and  dignity  of 
freemen.  Nor,  in  .feeking  for  re¬ 
drefs,  have  we  purfued  any  irregular 
or  unjuftifiable  meafures  ;  but  have 
referred  ourfelves  peaceably  and  re- 
fpeCIfully  to  the  body  in  which  the 
right  of  making  and  of  altering  laws 
is  conflitutionally  veiled. 

It  has,  indeed,  been  injuriouflv 
reprefented,  that  we  have  claimed 
a  right  to  be  appointed  to  offices  at 
our  own  diferetion :  but  nothing  can 
be  more  contrary  to  truth.  Our  only 
wifh  is,  not  to  be  debarred  by  reli¬ 
gious  tefls  (in  confequence  of  our 
religious  tenets,  for  which  we  are 
v accountable  to  God  alone,)  from 
eligibility  to  offices  in  which  we  are 
equally  intereffed  with  cur  fellow- 
citizens,  when  we  are  found  to  pof- 
fefs  the  civil  qualifications  appointed 
for  holding  them.  That  our  reli¬ 
gious  profeffion  is  not  in  itfelf  cri¬ 
minal,  is  acknowledged  even  by  our 
opponents,  fince  it  is  uni verfallv  de¬ 
clared  by  them,  that  they  wifh  to 
tolerate  us  in  our  religion ;  and  it 
is  not  to  be  fufpefled  that  they  are 
willing  to  tolerate  what  they  believe 
to  be  a  crime.  But,  if  we  are  not 
chargeable  w.ith  guilt  for  worfhip- 
ping  God  according  to  our  con- 
fciences,  on  what  reafonable  pre¬ 
tence  are  we  deprived  of  our  civil 
rights  ?  Our  opinions  in  religion  do 
not  render  us  lefs  able,  lefs  willing. 
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or  kfs  worthy,  to  a£t  in  a  public 
capacity,  and  to  perform  thehnoft 
faithful  and  zealous  fer vices  to  our 
kino  and  our  country. 

f  rom  the  manner,  however,  in 
which  oilr  application  to  parliament 
has  been  oppofed,  and  from  the 
writings,  which,  with  lo  much  vi¬ 
rulence,  have  appeared  againft  us, 
it  feems  as  if  we  were  regarded  as 
difloyal  fubje£fcs.  But  we  fpurn  with 
indigi  tion  at  this  charge.  It  is  un¬ 
juft,  in  the  higheft  degree,  to  caft 
fuch  a  reproach  upon  perfons,  who 
have  been  uniformly  and  ardently 
devoted  to  the  frame  of  our  govern¬ 
ment,  as  fettled  at  the  Revolution, 
and  to  the  princes  of  the  Houfe  of 
Brunfwick.  For  the  truth  of  this 
aflertion,  we  appeal  to  the  whole  of 
our  conduct  for  more  than  a  century 
paft.  The  two  rebellions,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  of  1 7 1  c  and  1745,  could 
not  boaft  the  fupport  of  a  fingle 
proteftant  diffenter.  Nor  did  we 
content  ourfelves  with  a  negative 
loyalty,  but  engaged  in  adfive  fer- 
vices  for  the  prelervation  of  the  fo- 
vereign,  and  the  civil  and  religious 
liberties  of  the  nation.  In  thefe 
fervices  we  cxpofed  ourfelves  to  the 
penalties  of  the  very  laws  we  com¬ 
plained  of.  Juftice  and  gratitude 
would  have  required  that  thefe  laws 
Ihould  then  have  been  abolifhed ; 
but  the  only  return  we  received  was 
an  indemnification  for  our  meritori¬ 
ous  conduct  in  daring  to  oppofe  the 
enemies  of  the  conftitution  and  of 
the  Hanover  fucceffion. 

Whilft  fuch  has  been  the  invari¬ 
able  courfe  of  our  behaviour,  we 
cannot  avo  d  exprefling  our  furprize 
and  concern  that  we  fhoiiid  fo  often 
Ibe  reproachfully  branded  with  the 
name  of  Republicans.  If  there  be 
any  meaning  in  this  term,  as  ma¬ 
in  nantly  applied  to  us  by  our  ene¬ 
mies,  it  muft  be  intended  to  denote 
that  we  with  to  overturn  the  prefent 


conflitution,  and  to  eflablifh  a  repub¬ 
lic  on  the  ruins  of  the  monarchical 
part  of  our  government.  But  every 
imputation  of  this  kind  we  absolutely 
difclaim  and  deny.  The  diflenters 
in  no  fenfe  deferve  the  appellation 
of  Republicans,  but  in  common  with 
all  the  people  of  the  kingdom,  that 
is,  in  oppofltion  fo  arbitrary  power. 
None  can  be  more  fenfible  than  we 
are  of  the  excellence  of  the  principles 
of  our  free  conflitution,  or  more 
zealous  for  its  prefervation  and  con¬ 
tinuance. 

But  the  grand  topic  of  declama¬ 
tion  on  the  prefent  occafion  is  the 
danger  thac  would  enfue  to  the 
church  from  the  repeal  of  the  facra- 
mental  tefl  laws.  The  uniuft  and 

m/ 

ill-founded  alarm  excited  on  this 
head  has  revived  the  unchriflian 
fpirit  of  thofe  bigoted  times,  which 
di  giace  the  annals  of  our  country. 
It  is  aftonifhing  that  the  public,  in 
this  enlightened  age,  could  have  been 
influenced  by  inch  an  idle  phantom. 
Without  entering  into  the  fpecu- 
lative  queflion  concerning  a  pecu¬ 
liar  alliance  faid  to  fubflft  between 
the  prefect  eftablifhed  church  and 
the  Bate,  of  Which  we  can  form  ncf 
idea  in  a  proteflant  country  which 
has  long  renounced  all  foreign  fu- 
premacy,  We  may,  with  the  utmoft 
confidence,  afferf,  that  no  poflible 
danger  could  have  arifeii  from  the 
repeal  of  the  a6ts  in  view.-  The  ec  - 
clefiaffical  conflitution  of  this  king¬ 
dom  is  too  firmly  eflabliftied  to  reft 
upon  thefe  ftat«utes.  It  fubfifted 
previoufly  to  the  laws  in  difpute; 
and  we  cannot  conceive  why  it 
fhould  not  fubfifl:  as  firmly  Without 
them.— -It  was  with  no  hoftile  inten¬ 
tions  that  We  engaged  in  the  late  ap¬ 
plications  to  parliament ;  but  merely 
to  claim  our  rights  as  faithful  citi¬ 
zens  and  loyal  fubjedts,  and  to  refcue 
ourfelves  from  unmerited  difhonour. 
The  moft  Jealous  diflenVers  have 

only 
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only  wilhed  to  maintain  their  caule 
by  reafon  and  argument.  Though 
we  are  impelled  by  confidence  to 
dilTent  in  certain  matters  of  religion 
from  the  majority  of  our  country¬ 
men,  we  firmly  deny  that  we  have 
ever  aimed,  either  in.fpeculation  or 
practice,  at  political  power,  for  the 
purpofie  of  injuring  the  eftablifhed 
church.  At  the  fame  time  that  we 
afTert  our  claim  to  think  and  a 6t  for 
ourfelves  in  our  religious  capacities, 
we  allow  the  fame  privilege  to 
others.  And  our  general  good-will 
to  our  brethren  of  the  efhblifhment 
has  been  evinced  by  the  tenor  of  our 
conduct.  We  have  not  oppofed  the 
legal  demands  which  have  been  made 
upon  usfor  the  fupport  of  the  church ; 
we  have  not  afked  for  a  repeal  of  the 
laws  that  relate  to  her  benefices ;  we 
have  left  her  revenues,  powers,  and 
privileges  unmolefted  ;  and,  in  our 
voluntary  contributions  to  clergy- 
men,  we  have  rather  exceeded  than 
been  deficient. 

It  would  carry  us  too  far  to  enter 
into  all  the  objections  which  inatten¬ 
tion,  ignorance,  prejudice,  and  art, 
have  railed  againft  our  application 
to  parliament.  They  have  been 
completely  anfwered  in  various  pub¬ 
lications;  and  forne  of  them  may, 
perhaps,  be  noticed  in  a  future  ad- 
drefs  to  our  countrymen.  Let  it 
fuffice  to  fay,  at  prefent,  that  we 
are  not  difcouraged  by  our  late  de¬ 
feat  ;  but  fhali  cherifh  the  confidence, 
that,  when  the  application  for  relief 
from  our  grievances  is  renewed,  we 
fhali  not  be  cenfured  as  obftinately 
perlifting  in  fruitlefs  attempts.  The 
time  will  fpeedily  arrive,  when  a 
generous  nation,  that  of  late  has 
been  milled  by  fa Ife  alarms,  and  in- 
iidious  and  bigoted  mifreprefenta- 
tions,  fhali  return  to  calmer  feelings 
and  more  fober  refiedtion.  A  refio- 
ration  to  our  rights  muff  neceflarily 


refuk  from  the  progrefs  of  truth,  juf- 
tice,  and  found  policy.  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  which  fo  long  has  appeared  with 
fuch  diftinguifhed  fplendor  in  the 
annals  of  ci\  il  and  religious  liberty, 
will  not  fuffer  her  ancient  and  well- 
earned  glory  to  depart  from  her. 
She  will  not  permit  herfelf  to  be  ex¬ 
ceeded  by  other  countries  in  the  re¬ 
gards  which  are  due  to  the  rights  of 
men  and  of  citizens,  and  to  the 
claims  of  faithful  and  loyal  fub- 
jeCts, 

Signed,  by  order  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee, 

Edward  Jeffries,  Chairman. 


Addrcf  of  John  Horne  Toole,  iy/y, 
to  the  Ek'flvrs  of  JAejhuiu/ierf 
‘rune  1 6. 

Gentlemen, 

I  THINK  it  my  duty  on  the. 
prelent  occafioii  to  folicit  your  votes, 
to  reprefsnt  you  in  the  tn filing  par¬ 
liament. 

The  evident  junCHofl  of  tv/o  con¬ 
tending  parties,  in  order  to  feize 
with  an  irrefifiible  hand  the  repre- 
fentation  of  the  city  of  Wefiminfter,. 
and  to  deprive  you  even  of  that 
fhadow  of  eleCfion  to  which  they 
have  lately  reduced  you,  calls  aloud 
on  every  independent  mind  to  frus¬ 
trate  fuch  attempts,  and  makes  me, 
for  the  find  time  in  my  life,  a  can¬ 
didate. 

I  do  not  folicit  your  favour  ;  but 
I  invite  you,  and  afford  you  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  do  yourfelves  jufiice, 
and  to  give  an  example  (which 
was  never  more  necefiary)  againft 
the  prevailing  and  deftru&ive  fpi- 
lit  of  perfonal  paity,  which  has 
nearly  extinguifhed  ail  national  and 
public  principle. 

The 
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The  enormous  films  expended, 
and  the  infamous  practices  at  the 
two  Sail  elections  for  Weftrninfter — 
open  bribery,  violence,  perjury,  and 
murder,  with  the  fcandalous  chicane 
of  a  tedious,,  unfiniflied,  and  inef¬ 
fectual  fcrutinv,  and  a  tedious,  un- 
iiniflied,  and  ineffectual  petition- 
are  too  flagrant  and  notorious  to  be 
denied  or  palliated  by  either  party  ; 
and  the  only  refuge  of  each  has  been 
to  fhift  off  the  criminality  upon  the 
other.  Upon  whom,  and.  how,  will 
they  fhift  off  the  criminality,  equally 
heavy  on  them  both,  that  neither 
of  them  has  made  even  the  fmalief 
attempt,  by  an  eafy  parliamentary 
and  conflitutional  method,  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  repetition  of  fuch  practices 
in  future  ? 

If  the  revenue  is  threatened  to  be 
defrauded  in  the  fmalleft  article,  law 
upon  law,  and  ffatute  upon  (latute, 
axe  framed  from  feffion  to  fefiion, 
without  delay  or  intermillion.  No 
right  of  the  fubject,  however  facred, 
but  muff  give  way  to  revenue.  The 
country  {Warms  with  excifemen  and 
informers  to  protect  it. — Conviction 
is  Hire,  fiummary,  fpeedy. — The 
piinifliment — outlawry  and  death. 
Where,  amongft  all  their  hideous 
volu rue's  of  taxes  and  of  penalties, 
can  we  find  one  folitary  (ingle  fta- 
tute  to  guard  the  right  of  reprefen- 
tation  in  the  people,  upon  Which 
alone  all  right  of  taxation  de¬ 
pends? 

Your  late  reprefentatives,  and 
your  two  prefent  candidates  have, 
between  them,  given  yon  a  complete 
demonftration,  that  the  rights  of 
electors  (even  in  thofe  few  places 
where  any  election  yet  appears  to 
remain)  arejeft  without  protection, 
and  their  violation  without  red  refs. 
And  for  a  conduct  like  this,  they 
who  have  never  concurred  in  any 
irieaiury  fpr  the  public  benefit,  they 


who  have  never  concurred  in  any 
means  to  fecure  to  you  a  peaceable 
and  fair  eletion,  after  all  their 
hoff ilities,  come  forward  hand  in 
hand,  with  the  fame  general  and 
haeknied  profeffions  of  devotion  to 
your  intereft,  unblufhingly  to  de¬ 
mand  your  approbation  and  fup- 
po  rt  ! 

Gentlemen,  throughout  the  hif- 
tory  of  the  world  down  to  the  pre* 
fent  moment,  all  perfonal  parties 
and  factions  have  always  been  found 
dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  every 
free  people;  but  their  coalitions,  im- 
lefs  refilled  and  punifhed  bv  the  pub¬ 
lic,  certainly  fatal. — -I  may  be  mif- 
taken,  but  I  am  firmly  perfuaded, 
that  there  (fill  remains  in  this  coun¬ 
try  a  public  both  able  and  willing 
to  teach  its  government,  that  it  has 
ether  more  important  duties  to  per¬ 
form,  befides  the  levying  of  taxes, 
creation  of  peerages,  com  prom  ifing 
of  counties,  and  arrangement  of  bo¬ 
roughs.  With  a  perfect  indifference 
for  my  own  perfonal  fuccefs,  I  give 
you  this  opportunity  of  commencing 
that  leiTon  to  thofe  in  admin  iftration, 
which  it  is  high  time  they  were 
taught.  The  fair  arid  honourable 
expences  of  an  election  (and  of  a 
petition  too,  if  neceflary ),  I  will  bear 
with  chearfulnefs.  And  if  by  your 
(pirited  exertions  to  do  vourfelves 

1  * 

right,  of  which  I  entertain  no  doubt, 
I  fhould  be  feated  as  your  reprefen- 
taiivc,  whenever  you  (hall  think  you 
have  found  fpme  other  perfon  likely 
to  perform  the  duties  of  that  ftation 
more  hone  fitly  and  ufeftilly  to  the 
country,  it  (hall  without  hefitaticn 
be  refigned  by  me,  with  much  greater 
pleafure  than  it  is  now  (elicited. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  moil  obedient  fervant, 

John  Horne  Tooke. 

Wednefday,  June  16. 
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Pvt  It  i  on  of  John  Horne  Too  he,  Eff 
to  the  Honourable  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  prefented  on  Phurfday ,  De¬ 
cember  Cp 

To  the  Honourable  the' Commons  of 
Great  Britain  in  Parliament  al- 
fembled, 

The  Petition  of  John  Horne  Tooke, 
efq. 

Sheweth, 

That  your  petitioner  now  is,  and, 
at  the  time  of  the  laft  election  for 
Weftminfter,  was  an  eledtor  for 
Weftminffer,  and  a  candidate  to  re- 
prefent  the  faid  city  and  liberty  in 
the  prefent  parliament.  That  in  the 
faid  city,  and  liberty  there  are  feven- 
teen  thoufandtwo  hundred  and  nine¬ 
ty-one  houfeholders  rated  in  the  pa- 
i  ifh  books  unreprefented  in  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  without  the  means  of  be¬ 
ing  reprefented  therein,  although  by 
diredt  and  indiredt  taxation  they 
contribute  to  the  revenue  of  the  Bate, 
very  coniidetably  more  than  thofe 
who  fend  a  hundred  members  to  par¬ 
liament  :  that  at  each  of  the  three 
laid  elections  for  Weftminfter  (viz. 
1784,  in  1788,  and  in  1790)  no- 
torioully  deliberate  outrage,  and 
purpofely  armed  violence,  was  ufed, 
and  at  each  of  thefe  elections  mur¬ 
der  was  committed  :  that  for  thefe 
pall  outrages,  as  if  there  were  no 
attorney-general,  no  government, 
and  no  legiflature  in  the  land,  not 
the  lead:  redrefs  has  been  obtained, 
not  the  leaft  punilhment,  nor  even 
the  lead  cenfure  inflidied,  nor  has 
any  remedy  whatever  been  appointed 
or  attempted,  to  prevent  a  repetition 
of  fimilar  outrages  in  future  :  that 
at  the  election  for  Weftminfter  in 
1784,  a  ferutiny  was  demanded  in 
behalf  of  fir  "Cecil  Wray,  which 
was  granted  on  the  17th  of  May 
178.,,  and  with  the  approbation  or 
.  i/90. 
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diredtion  of  the  then  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  was  continued  till  the  third  of 
March  1785,  when  a  very  final  I 
comparative  progrefs  having  been 
made  (viz,  through  the  fmall  pa- 
rifli  of  St.  Anne,  and  not  entirely 
through  St.  Martin's,  leaving:  total- 
ly  untouched  the  parifhes  of  St. 
George,  St.  James,  St.  Margaret, 
St.  John,  St.  Paul  Covent  garden, 
St.  Mary  le  Strand,  St.  Clement, 
and  St.  Martin  le  Grand)  the  faid 
ferutiny  was,  by  the  direction  or  ap¬ 
probation  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
relinqui fhed  without  eifedt,  after 
having  lafted  ten  months,  and  with 
an  expence  to  hr  Cecil  Wray  of  many 
thoufand  pounds  more  than  appears 
by  fame  late  proceedings  in  chan¬ 
cery  to  be  allowed  the  average  price 
of  a  perpetual  feat  in  the  houfe  of 
commons,  where  feats  for  legifta- 
tion  are  as  notorioufly  rented  and 
bought  as  the  Bandings  for  cattle  at 
a  fair. 

That  on  the  election  for  Weftmm- 
fter  1788,  there  being  an  abfolute 
and  experienced  impohibility  of  de¬ 
termining  the  choice  of  the  eledlors 
by  a  ferutiny  before  the  returning 
officer,  a  petition  againft  the  return 
was  prefented  to  the  then  houfe  of 
commons  by  lord  Hood,  ana  another 
petition  alfo  againft  the  return  was 
prefented  by  certain  eledtors  of  Weft- 
minfter,  and  a  committee  Was  inc.on- 
fequence  appointed,  which  commenc¬ 
ed  its  proceedings  on  Friday,  April 
3,  1789,  and  continued  till  June  18, 
1789,  when  the  committee,  as  able 
and  refpedtable  as  ever  were  fworn  to 
try  and  determine  the  znatter  of  any 
petition,  on  their  oaths,  u  Rtfolved, 
That  the  progrefs  width  the  com" 
mitlee  have  been  hitherto  enabled 
to  make  lince  the  commencement  of 
their  proceedings,  as  well  as  from 
an  attentive  consideration  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  circumftances  relating  to  the 
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c.aufe,  a  final  decifion  of  the  bufi- 
nefs  befoie  them  cannot  take  place 
in  th?  courle  of  the  prefent  feffion, 
and  that  not  improbably  the  whole  of 
the  prefent  parliament  may  be  con- 
fumed  in  a  tedious  and  expenfive  li¬ 
tis.  ation.”— 44  Refolved,  That  from 
the  necefarv  length  of  the  proceed¬ 
ings,  and  from  the  approach  of  a 
general  election,  which  mu  ft  occur 
not  later  than  the  fpring  1791 
*  nearly  two  years  more,  the  pro- 
fecution  of  the  caufe  on  the  part 
of  the  petitioners  promifes  to  be 
fruitlefs,  as  far  as  it  refpedls  the  re- 
prefentation  of  Weftminfter  in  the 
prefent  parliament.” — Refolved,that 
it  be  recommended  to  the  petiti¬ 
oners  to  withdraw  their  petitions  un¬ 
der  the  fpecial  circumftances  of  the 
cafe.”  That  notwithftanding  this 
extraordinary,  and  perhaps  unparal¬ 
leled  application  from  a  court  of  juf- 
tice  to  its  fuitors,  lord  Hood  and  the 
other  petitioners  having  refufed  to 
withdraw  their  refpedfive  petitions, 
the  proceedings  of  the  committee 
continued  till  July  6,  1789,  when  a 
very  fmall  comparative  progrefs  hav¬ 
ing  been  made,  the  petitioners,  from 
a  convidHon  of  the  impoffibiiity  of 
any  decifion  by  the  committee,  were 
compelled  to  abandon  their  petitions 
without  any  effeift,  or  tendency  to¬ 
ward  effedt,  after  a  tedious  and  ex¬ 
pen  five  litigation  of  three  months 
and  three  days  ;  and  with  an  ex¬ 
pence  to  the  petitioning  candidate 
of  more  than  14,000!. 

That  under  thefe  circumftances,  as 
the  petitioner  declined  demanding  a 
fcrutiny  before  the  returning  officer, 
fo  is  he  compelled  to  difclaim  all  fcru¬ 
tiny  before  a  committee  of  the  houfe 
* 

of  commons.  For  although  the  adt 
10  Geo.  III.  by  which  the  faid 

j 

committee  is  appointed,  recites  in 
its  preamble,  that  44  Whereas  the 
prefent  mbde  of  decifion  upon  peti- 
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tions  complaining  of  undue  eledHons 
or  returns  of  members  to  ferve  in 
parliament,  frequently  obftrucfs  pub¬ 
lic  bufinefs,  occafions  much  expence, 
trouble,  and  delay,  to  the  parties, 
&c.  for  remedy  thereof,  &c.”  yet  it 
would  be  lefs  expenfive  and  lefs  rui¬ 
nous  to  the  petitioner  to  be  impeach¬ 
ed,  even  according  to  the  prefent 
mode  of  condudiing  impeachments, 
and  to  be  convidted  too  of  real  crimes, 
than  to  be  guilty  of  attempting  to 
obtain  juftice  for  himfelf  and  the 
injured  eledlors  of  Weftminfter  by 
the  only  mode  which  the  new  reme¬ 
dial  ftatute  jo  Geo.  III.  has  appoint¬ 
ed  for  that  purpofe,  however  well 
adapted  that  mode  of  decifion  may 
be  to  fettle  the  difputed  claims  of 
the  proprietors  of  fmall  boroughs, 
for  whole  ufurped  and  fmuggled  in- 
terefts  alone  the  framers  of  that  bill, 
and  of  thofe  bills  which  have  been 
hnce  built  upon  it,  feem  to  have  had 
anv  real  concern. 

That  by  the  9th  of  Anne,  chap. 
5,  the  right  of  eledlors  (before  unli¬ 
mited  by  qualification  in  the  objects 
of  their  choice)  is  reftridled  in  cities 
and  boroughs  to  citizens  and  burgefies 
refpedtivcly  having  an  eftate,  free¬ 
hold  or  copyhold,  for  their  own  re- 
fpedtive  lives,  of  the  annual  value 
of  three  hundred  pounds  above  re- 
prifes.  That  this  very  moderate  re- 
ftridfion,  however  vicious  in  its  prin¬ 
ciple,  leaving  all  citizens  and  bur- 
geftes  eligible  pofteffing  life  eftates, 
freehold  or  copyhold,  of  the  annual 
value  of  three  hundred  pounds,  will 
henceforth  ferve  only  as  a  fhare  to 
the  candidate,  and  a  mockery  of  the 
electors,  if  fuch  a  candidate,  poftef- 
fing  a  life  eftate  of  three  hundred 
pounds  a  year  rnnft  expend  fifty 
thoufand  pounds  (and  there  is  no 
probable  appearance  that  a  hun¬ 
dred  thoufand  pounds  would  be  fuf- 
ficient)  in  attempting  by  a  tedious* 
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expeiifive,  and  ineffectual  litigation, 
to  fuffairi  the  choice  of  his  conffi- 
tuents,  and  to  prove  himfelf  duly 
eleCted. 

That  though  your  petitioner  com¬ 
plains  (as  he  hereby  does)  of  the 
undue  election  and  return  of  lord 
Hood  and  the  right  hon.  Charles 
James  Fox  to  this  prefent  parlia¬ 
ment,  for  the  city  and  liberty  of 
Wefiminffer,  Vet  is  your  petitioner, 
by  a  perfection  and  profcription 
of  more  than  twenty  years,  difabled 
from  making  that  pecuniary  facri- 
fice,  which  by  the  prefent  new  mode 
of  inveffigation  is  (and  ought  not 
to  be)  necelfary  effectually  to  prove 
fuch  undue  return  ;  and  yet  your 
petitioner  fully  trulls,  that  notwith¬ 
standing  a  very  great  majority  of 
the  houfe  of  corhmdns,  for  fo  it  Hill 
continues  to  be  liy  led,  are  not^  as 
they  ought  to  be,  eleCted  by  the 
Commons  of  this  realm  in  any  ho¬ 
ned;  meaning  of  the  word  commons, 
and  mull  therefore  naturally  and 
neceffarily  have  a  bias  and  interell 
againff  a  fair  and  real  reprefentation 
of  the  people ;  vet  your  petitioner 
fully  trulls,  that  he  fliall  be  able  to 
lay  before  a  committee,  chofen  and 
fworn  to  try  and  determine  the  mat¬ 
ter  of  this  petition,  evidence  of  fuch 
a  nature,  as  that  the  committee  will 
on  their  oaths  think  proper  to  report 
to  the  houfe  fome  refolution  or  re- 
folutions  other  than  the  determina¬ 
tion  of  the  return,  and  that  the  houfe 
will  make  fuch  order  thereon  as  to 
them  fhall  feem  proper.  And  your 
petitioner  doubts  not,  that  as  an 
eleCtor,  at  lea  ft,  he  lhall  in  confe- 
quehce  receive  fuch  redrefs  as  will 
be  much  more  important  to  him, 
and  to  the  electors  of  Wellminfter, 
than  any  determination  of  the  re¬ 
turn, 

John  Horne  Tooke* 
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Speech  of  the  Prcjident  of  the  United 
States  o  f  America,  to  both  Houfe s  of 
Congrefs ,  on  JUedncfday  Dec.  8. 

Fellow  Citizens  of  the  Senate,  and 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatives, 

IN  meeting  you  again,  I  feel 
much  fatisraClion  in  being  able  to 
repeat  my  congratulations  on  the 
favourable  profpeds  which  continue 
to  diffmguilti  our  public  affairs.  The 
abundant  fruits  of  another  year,  have 
blelfed  pur  country  with  plenty  and 
with  the  means  of  fiourilhing  com¬ 
merce.  The  progress  of  public  cre¬ 
dit  is  witneffed  by  a  conliderable  rife 
of  American  Hock  abroad,  as  well  as 
at  home  ,*  and  the  revenues  allotted 
for  this  and  other  national  purpofes, 
have  been  productive  beyond  the 
calculation  by  which  they  were  re¬ 
gulated,  This  latter  circumflance 
is  the  more  pleating,  as  it  is  not 
only  a  proof  of  the  fertility  of  our 
refources,  but  as  it  allures  us  of  a 
further  increafe  of  the  national  re- 
fpeCtability  and  credit ;  and  let  me 
add,  as  it  bears  an  honourable  tes¬ 
timony  to  the  patriot ifm  and  inte¬ 
grity  of  the  marine  part  of  our  citi¬ 
zens.  The  punctuality  of  the  former 
in  difeharging  their  engagements  has 
been  exemplary. 

In  conforming  to  the  powers  veiled 
in  me  by  acts  of  the  lafl  felfion,  a 
loan  of  3,000,000  of  florins,  towards 
which  fome  proviHonal  meafureshad 
previoully  taken  place,  has  been  com¬ 
pleted  in  Holland.  As  well  the  ce* 
ferity  with  which  it  has  been  filled, 
as  the  nature  of  the  terms  /conlider- 
irig  the  more  than  ordinary  demand 
for  borrowing,  created  bv  the  fili¬ 
ation  of  Europe)  give  a  reafonable 
hope  that  the  further  execution  of 
thofe  powers  may  proceed  with  ad¬ 
vantage  and  fuccefs.  The  fecretary 
of  the  treafury  has  my  directions  to 
communicate  fuch  further  partial- 
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lars  as  may  be  requifite  for  more 
precife  information. 

Since  your  Iaft  feffions,  I  have  re  ¬ 
ceived  communication,  by  which  it 
appears,  that  the  diftriCt  of  Ken¬ 
tucky,  at  prefent  a  part  of  Virginia, 
has  concurred  in  certain  proportions 
contained  in  a  law  of  that  hate,  in 
confequence  of  which  the  did  rich  is 
to  become  a  diftinCt  member  of  the 
union,  in  cafe  the  requifite  fanCtion 
of  congrefs  be  added,  hor  this  fane- 
tion  application  is  now  made.  I  fhall 
caufe  the  papers  on  this  very  impor¬ 
tant  tranfaCtion  to  be  laid  before  you. 
The  liberality  and  harmony  with 
which  it  has  been  conducted,  will  'be 
found  to  do  great  honour  to  both  the 
parties;  and  the  fentiments of  warm 
attachment  to  the  union  and  its  pre¬ 
fent  government,  expreffed  by  our 
fellow-citizens  of  Kentucky,  cannot 
fail  to  add  an  affectionate  concern 
for  their  particular  welfare  to  the 
great  national  impreftions  on  which 
you  will  decide  on  the  cafe  fubmitted 
lo  you. 

It  has  been  heretofore  known  to 
congrefs,  that  frequent  incurfions 
have  been  made  on  our  frontier 
fettlements  by  certain  banditti  of 
Indians,  from  the  north-weft  fide 
of  the  Ohio.  Thefe,  with  fome  of 
the  tribes  dwelling  on  and  near  the 
Wabafh,  have  of  late  been  particu¬ 
larly  active  in  their  depredations ; 
and,  being  emboldened  by  the  im¬ 
punity  of  their  crimes,  and  aided  by 
fuch  part  of  the  neighbouring  tribes 
as  could  be  feduced  to  join  in  their 
hoftilities,  or  afford  them  a  retreat 
for  their  prifoners  and  plunder,  they 
have,  inftead  of  liftening  to  the  hu¬ 
mane  invitations  and  overtures  made 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  re¬ 
newed  their  violence  with  frefli  ala¬ 
crity  and  greater  eff  Ct.  The  lives 
of  a  number  of  valuable  citizens 
have  thus  been  facrificed,  and  fome 


of  them  under  circumftances  peculi¬ 
arly  blocking,  whilft  others  have  been 
carried  into  a  deplorable  captivity. 

Thefe  aggravated  provocations 
rendered  it  effential  to  the  fafety  of 
the  weftern  fettlements,  that  the  ag- 
greflors  fliould  be  made  feniible  that 
the  government  of  the  Union  is  not 
lefs  capable  of  punifhing  their  crimes 
than  it  is  difpofed  to  refpeCt  their 
rights  and  reward  their  attachments. 
As  this  object  could  no-t  be  effected 
by  defenfive  meafures,  it  became  ne- 
ceffarv  to  put  in  force  the  sCt  which 
empowers  the  president  to  call  out 
the  militia  for  the  protection  of  the 
frontiers :  and  I  have  accordingly 
authorifed  an  expedition,  in  which 
the  regular  troops  in  that  quarter 
are  combined  with  fuch  drafts  of 
militia  as  were  deemed  fufficient. 
The  event  of  the  meafure  is  yet 
unknown  to  me.  The  fecretary  at 
war  Is  directed  to  lay  before  you 
a  ftatement  of  the  information  on 
which  it  is  founded,  as  well  as  an 
eftimate  of  the  expence  with  which 
it  will  be  attended. 

The  difturbed  fituation  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  and  particularly  the  critical 
pofture  of  the  great  maritime  pow¬ 
ers,  while  it  ought  to  make  us  more 
thankful  for  the  general  peace  and 
fecurity  enjoyed  by  the  United 
States,  reminds  us  at  the  fame  time 
of  the  cireumfpeCtion  with  which 
it  becomes  us  to  preferve  thefe 
bleliings.  It  requires  alfo  that  we 
ftiould  not  overlook  the  tendency  of 
a  war,  and  even  preparations  for  a 
war,  among  the  nations  moft  con¬ 
cerned  in  aCtive  commerce  with  this 
country,  to  abridge  the  means,  and 
thereby  at  leaft  enhance  the  price  of 
tranfporting  its  valuable  productions 
to  their  proper  market's.  I  recom¬ 
mend  it  to  your  fei  ious  reflections, 
how  far  and  in  what  mode  it  mgy 
be  expedient  to  guard  againft  em- 
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barraffinents  from  tbefe  contingen¬ 
cies,  by  inch  encouragements  to  our 
own  navigation  as  will  render  our 
commerce  and  agriculture  lefs  de¬ 
pendent  on  foteign  bottoms,  which 
may  fail  us  in  the  very  .mtttnents 
mod:  intereding  to  both  thefe  great 
objeCts.  Our  ddieries  and  the  tranf- 
portation  of  our  own  produce,  offer 
us  abundant  means  for  guarding  our- 
felves  again!!  this  evil. 

Your  attention  feems  to  be  not 
lefs  due  to  that  particular  branch  of 
our  trade  which  belongs  to  the  Me¬ 
diterranean.  So  manycircumflances 
unite  in  rendering  the  prefen t  date 
of  it  diitrefsful  to  us,  that  you  will 
not  think  anv  deliberations  mifem- 
ployed  which  may  lead  to  its  relief 
and  protection. 

The  laws  you  have  already  paded, 
for  the  edablifhment  of  a  judiciary 
fydem,  have  opened  the  doors  of 
judice  to  all  deferiptions  of  perfons. 
You  will  confider  in  your  wifdom, 
whether  improvements  in  that  fyf- 
tem  may  yet  be  made,  and  particu¬ 
larly  whether  an  uniform  procefs  of 
execution  on  fentences  iditing  from 
the  federal  courts  be  not  deferable 
through  all  the  dates. 

The  patronage  of  our  commerce, 
of  our  merchants  and  Teamen,  has 
called  for  the  appointment  of  con- 
fuls  in  foreion  countries.  It  feems 
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expedient  to  regulate  bv  law  the 
exercife  of  that  jurifdiCtion  and  thofe 
functions  which  are  permitted  them, 
either  bv  exprefs  convention,  or  by 
a  friendly  indulgence  in  the  places 
of  their  redden ce.  The  confular 
convention  too  with  his  mod  Chrif- 
tian  majedy  has  dipulated,  in  certain 
cafes,  the  aid  of  the  national  autho¬ 
rity  to  his  confute  eftablifhed  here. 

*  ' 

Some  legidative  providon  is  requi- 
fite  to  carry  thefe  dipulations  in  full 
effeCt. 

The  eftablifliment  of  the  militia, 
pi  a  mint,  of  dandards  of  weights 
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and  meafures,  of  the  pod  office  and 
pod -roads,  are  fubjedts  which,  I  pre- 
fume,  yon  will  refume  of  courffi, 
and  which  are  abundantly  urged  by 
their  own  importance. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Re» 
prefentatives, 

The  fufficiency  of  the  revenues 
you  have  edablidied  for  the  objects 
to  which  they  are  appropriated, 
leaves  no  doubt  that  the  redduary 
.proviiions  will  oe  commenfurate  to 
the  other  objeCts  for  which  the  pub¬ 
lic  faith  dandsnow  pledged.  Allow 
me  moreover  to  hope,  that  it  will 
be  a  favourite  policy  with  you,  not: 
merely  to  fee  are  a  payment  of  the 
intered  of  the  debt  funded,  but  as 
far  and  as  fad  as  the  growing  re- 
fources  of  the  country  will  permit, 
to  exonerate  it  of  the  principal  itfelf. 
The  appropriation  you  have  made 
of  the  weftern  lands  explains  your 
difpodtions  on  this  fubjedt,  and  I 
am  perfuaded  the  fooner  that  valu¬ 
able  fund  can  be  made  to  contribute, 
along  with  other  means,  to  the  adhiai 
redudtion  of  the  public  debt,  the 
more  falutary  will  the  meafure  be 
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to  every  public  intered,  as  well  as 
be  more  fatisfadtory  to  our  condi- 
tuents. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatives, 

In  perufingthe  various  and  weigh¬ 
ty  bufinefs  of  the  prefent  fedion,  I 
indulge  the  fulled  perfuadon  that 
your  confultations  will  be  equally 
marked  with  wifdom,  and  animated 
by  the  love  of  your  country.  In 
whatever  belongs  to  my  duty,  you. 
diall  have  the  co-operation  which 
an  undiminilhed  zeal  for  its  welfare 
can  infpire.  It  will  be  happy  for 
us  both,  and  our  Bed  reward,  if  by 
a  fuccefsful  adminidration  of  our 
refpedtive  truds,  we  can  make  the 
edablidied  government  more  and 
(G  3)  more 
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more  irtftrumentil  in  promoting  the 
good  of  our  fellow-citizens,  and  more 
and  more  the  objedt  of  their  attach¬ 
ment  and  confidence. 

G-  -Grge  Washington. 


“Nineteen  Articles  of  the  Con  ft,  ifution, 
decreed  by  the  National  Affembly  of 
France ,  'OB*  1 ,  1789;  being  J'vp- 
pkmentary  to  the  Declaration  of 
the  Rights  of  Man*  See  "V  ol.  x. 
Page'  (125). 

I.  ALL  powers  proceed  effen- 
tially  from  the  nation,  and  can  pro¬ 
ceed  from  it  alone, 

II.  The  French  government  is 
monarchical :  there  is  in  France  no 
authority  fuperior  to  the  law ;  the 
king  reigns  by  it  alone;  and  it  is 
only  in  virtue  of  the  laws  that  he 
can  require  obedience. 

III.  The  national  affembly  has 
acknowledged  and  declared,  as  fun¬ 
damental  points  of  the  monarchy, 
that  the  perfon  of  the  king  is  facred 
and  inviolable;  that  the  throne  is 
indivifible;  that  the  crown  is  here¬ 
ditary  in  the  reigning  family,  from 
nr  ale  to  male,  in  the  order  of  primo¬ 
geniture,  to  the  perpetual  and  abfn- 
lute  exclufion  of  females  and  their 
descendants,  without  intending  to 
prejudge  the  "effedd  of  renunciations. 

IV.  The  national  afiemblv  fliall 
be  permanent. 

V.  The  national  affembly  lhall 
coufift  but  of  one  houfe. 

VI.  Every  legiilature  fhall  be-for 
two  years, 

VII.  The  renewal  of  members 
of  evei  v  legiflatpre  fliall  be  of  the 
whole  of  them. 

VIII.  The  legislative  power  re¬ 
fries  in  the  national  affembly,  who 
fhall  exercife  it  in  the  following 
manner : 


by  the  reprefentatives  of  the  nation, 
freely  and  legally  chofen,  and  unlefs 
fanddioned  by  the  monarch. 

X.  The  king  may  refufe  his  ron- 
fent  to  the  adds  of  the  legiflative 
body. 

j 

XI.  In  the  cafe  of  the  king  re-* 
filling  his  confent,  that  refufal  fliall 
be  only  fufpenfisve . 

XII.  The  fufpenfive  refufal  cf 
the  king  fliall  ceafe  at  the  fecond 
legiilature,  after  that  which  fliall 
have  propofed  the  law. 

XIII.  The  king  may  invite  the 
national  affembly  to  take  any  mea- 
fure  into  coniideration;  but  the  pro¬ 
pounding  of  laws  belongs  exclufively 
to  the  reprefentatives  of  the  nation, 

XIV.  The  creation  and  fuppref- 
fion  of  offices  cannot  take  place  but 
in  confequence  of  an  add  of  the  le¬ 
gislative  body  fanddioned  by  king. 

XV.  No  contributions  in  kind  or 
in  money  can  be  railed,  and  no  loan, 
either  cl  i  redd  or  indiredd,  made  other - 
wife  than  by  a  fpecial  decree  of  the 
affembly  of  the  reprefentatives  of 
the  nation. 

XVI.  The  fupreme  executive 
power  rdides  exclufively  in  the 
hands  of  the  king. 

XVII.  The  executive  power  can 
make  no  laws,  even  provifional,  but 
only  proclamations  conformable  to 
the  laws,  to  ordain  or  incite  to  their 
obfervation, 

XV III.  The  mjniffers,  and  the 
other  agents  of  the  executive  power, 
are  refponlible  for  the  employment 
of  the  funds  of  their  department,  as; 
well  as  for  all  infraddions  of  the  law 
they  may  commit,  whatever  be  the 
orders  they  may  receive  ;  and  no  or¬ 
der  given  by  the  king  can  be  exe¬ 
cuted,  nnlefs  figned  by  his  majefry, 
and  counterfigned  by  a  fecretary  of 
fdate,  or  by  the  manager  of  the  de¬ 
partment. 

XIX.  The  judicial  power  cannot 


IX.  No  add  of  the  leg-illative  body 


raa  be  confldered  as  law,  unlefs  made  in  any  cafe  be  exercifed  by  the  king. 
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nor  by  the  lcgidative  body ;  but 
judi'ce  fliall  be  adminibered,  in  the 
name  of  the  king,  only  by  the  tri¬ 
bunals  ebablibied  by  law,  according 
to  the  principles  of  the  conftitution, 
and  the  forms  determined  by  law. 


The  Fir ft  Add-refs  of  the  National  Af 

fembly  to  their  Gonjlituents ,  Oclober 
6,  1789. 

THE  deputies  of  the  national 
affembly  fufpend  their  labour  for 
Pome  moments,  in  order  to  reprefent 
to  their  condituents-the  necedities  of 
the  flate,  and  to  invite  their  patriotic 
ardour  to  fecond  meafures  loudly 
called  for  in  the  name  of  the  country, 
which  is  in  danger. 

We  fhould  betray  you,  were  we 
capable  of  concealing  the  truth. 
The  nation  is  at  this  moment  on  the 
point  of  riling  to  the  moll  illuftrious 
debiny,  or  of  linking  into  the  gulf 
of  misfortune. 

A  great  revolution  has  been  ef¬ 
fected,  the  very  projeCt  of  which,  a 
few  months  ago,  would  have  appear¬ 
ed  chimerical.  Accelerated  by  cir- 
cum dances  which  no.  human  pru¬ 
dence  could  calculate,  this  revolu¬ 
tion  has  involved  the  entire  fub ver¬ 
sion  of  the  ancient  fyltepi  ;  and 
without  leaving  us  the  timl  to  prop 
up  that  part  of  the  fabric  which 
ought  dill  to -be  preferved,  or  to.  re¬ 
place  what  ought  to  be  dedroyed,  it 
has  on  a  bidden  furrounded  us  with 
ruins. 

In  vain  have  we  endeavoured  to 
fudain  government  :  a  fatal  lethargy 
has  leized  on  each  department  of  the 
date.  The  public  revenue  has  dis¬ 
appeared  ;  credit  could  not  be  ex¬ 
pected  at  a  time  when  the  fears  of 
men  feem  to  equal  their  hopes.  This 
relaxation  in  the  Spring  of  foc.ial 
^oree  has  dedroyed  the  energy  of 
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all :  men  and  things,  refolution, 
courage,  and  even  virtue  languilh. 
If  you  do  not,  by  your  immediate 
abidance,  rebore  motion  and  life  to 
the  political  body,  the  mod  glorious 
of  revolutions  mud  perifh  almob  as 
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foon  as  it  faw  the  light;  it  will  re¬ 
turn  into  that  chaos  whence  fo  many 
generous  efforts  have  called  it  forth 
into  exidence ;  and  thofe  who  are 
determined  to  prefer ve,  for  ever,  the 
invincible  love  of  liberty,  would  not 
leave,  even  to  unworthy  citizens,  the 
diameful  confolation  of  refuming  the 
fetters  of  (Every. 

Since  the  moment  that  your  de¬ 
puties,  forming  a  jub  and  neced’ary 
union,  have  facrificed  to  concord 
every  fpecies  of  riyaldiip  and  oppo- 
fition  of  intered,  the  national  a  he  no¬ 
bly  have  not  ceafed  to  toil  for  the 
edablidi merit  of  laws,  which,  being 
the  fame  for  all,  diould  form  the 
fafeguatd  of  all.  The  national  af¬ 
fembly  have  repaired  the  mod  im¬ 
portant  errors  ;  they  have  broken 
the  bonds  of  a  multitude  of  davifli 
oppredions,  which  degraded  huma¬ 
nity;  they  have  filled  with  joy  and 
hope  the  hearts  of  the  peafants,  thofe 
creditors  of  the  earth  and  of  nature, 
fo  long  difcouraged  and  defpifed  ; 
they  have  ebablifhed  that  precious 
equality  too  much  unknown  to  the 
French,  the  common  right  to  ferve 
the  date,  to  enjoy  its  protection,  and 
to  merit  its  favours  ;  in  diort,  ac¬ 
cording  to  your  inbruCtions,  the 
national  aflembly  are  employed  in 
greeting  gradually,  on  the  immove¬ 
able  bafis  of  the  unalienable  rights  of 
man,  a  conftitution  mild  as  nature 
herfelf,  durable  as  jufttce,  and  of 
which  the  imperfections,  an  un¬ 
avoidable  confequence  of  the  inex¬ 
perience  of  its  authors,  will  eafily  be 
repaired. 

We  have  had  to  combat  with  the  i  n- 
veterate  prejudices  of  ages,  and  great 
changes  are  attended  by  a  thpufand 
(G  4)  *  iincer* 
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.uncertainties.  Our  fuccefiors  will 
be  enlightened  by  experience ;  but 
we  have  endeavoured  to  trace  a  new 
route  bv  the  light  of  principles  onlv. 
The  y  will  labour  in  peace,  but  we 
have  been  tried  with  dreadful  dorms. 
They  will  know  their  fights,  and  the 
limits  cf  the  feVeral  powers :  we 
have  recovered  the  fid,  and  fixed 
the  fecond.  They  will  confolidate 
our  work— they  will  furpafs  us ;  and 
that  diall  be  our  recompence  Who 
ilia  11  now  prefume  to  limit  the  gran¬ 
deur  of  France  ?  Who  would  not 
elevate  his  hopes  ?  Who  would  not 
rejoice  to  be  a  citizen  of  this  em¬ 
pire  ? 

But,  in  the  mean  time,  fuch  is  the 
crifis  of  our  finances,  that  the  date 
is  threatened  with  didblution  before 
this  glorious  order  can  be  edablidi- 
ed.  The  ceflation  of  the  public 
revenue  has  been  followed  by  the 
difappearance  of  fpecie  ;  a  thoufand 
circumdances  contribute  to  carry  it 
out  of  the  kingdom  ;  the  fources  of 
credit  are  dried  up  ;  circulation  is  at 
a  dand  ;  and  if  patriotifm  does  not 
advance  to  the  fuccour  of  govern¬ 
ment  and  of  finance,  our  army,  our 
fleet,  our  fubufience,  our  arts,  our 
commerce,  our  agriculture,  our  na¬ 
tional  debt,  and  France  itfelf,  will 
decline  rapidly  to  lawlefs  anarchy 
and  diforder — Liberty  will  have  il¬ 
lumined  'pur  atmofphere  for  a  few 
moments' only,  to  retire  for  ever 
from  our  fight — leaving  us  to  the 
bitter  refielii on,  that  we  were  not 
worthy  to  podefs  her !  To  our  diame, 
and  to  our  difgrace  in  the  eyes  of  the 
Whole  world,  we  can  attribute  our 
calamities  to  ourfelves  alone/'  With 
Inch  fertility  of  foil,  with  fuch  pro- 
d n (five  indudry,  with  a  commerce 
like  mfrs,  and  with  fo  many  fources 
of  prosperity,  whence  proceeds  this 
embari  adiment  of  our  finances  ?  All 
our  prefent  wants  fcarcely  amount 
tp  the  fund  necuTary  to  fuppert  a 


fingle  campaign :  and  is  not  cup 
own  freedom  more  precious  than  the 
objedt  of  thofe  conflicts  of  ambition 
in  which  our  very  victories  were 
fatal  to  the  date  ? 

When  tire  prefent  moment  of  He¬ 
redity  diall  pals  away,  far  from  add¬ 
ing  to  the  burthen  of  tlie  people,  we 
dial]  find  it  an  eafy  matter  to  melio¬ 
rate  their  lot.  Reductions,  which 
will  not  fall  too  heavy  on  opulence 
and  elegance  of  life— reforms,  that 
will  render  no  man  unhappv— eafv 
commutations  of  taxes,  and  an  equal 
distribution  of  the  public  burthens, 
will  edablidi,  by  the  equilibrium  of 
income  and  ex  pence,  a  permanent 
order  of  finance,  which,  always  afii- 
duoufiy  watched,  will  become  un¬ 
alterable  and  unvaried.  And  this 
pleading  profpeCt  is  founded  on  the 
mod  exadt  concludons.  on  real  and 
well  known  objects.  Here  hope  is 
capable  of  demondration,  and  ima¬ 
gination  reduced  to  the  certainty  of 
arithmetic. 

But  the  prefent  necedities  of  the 
State  !  The  palded  date  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  force  !  The  hundred  and  dxty 
millions  of  livres  of  extraordinary 
fupply  required  for  this  vear  and  the 
year  following!— The  fir  ft  minider 
of  finance  has  prqpofed  to  us,  as  a 
principal  and  mod  effectual  effort  to 
fave  the  date,  a  contribution  pro¬ 
portioned  to  the  income  of  each 
citizen. 

P reded  by  the  necedity  of  provid¬ 
ing  without  delay  for  the  public  exi¬ 
gencies,  and  the  impodibilify  of  exa¬ 
mining  accurately,  in  fo  diort  a  time, 
the  plan  that  was  propofed  to  us,  we 
feared  to  abandon  ourfelves  to  long 
and  doubtful  difeudions  ;  and  ob~ 
ferving  in  the  propofltions  of  the 
minider  nothing  contrary  to  our 
duties,  we  have  followed  the  fug- 
gedions  of  confidence,  taking  it  for 
granted  that  the  fame  fentiment 
would  alfo  be  adopted  by  you.  The 
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univerfal  attachment  of  the  nation 
to  the  author  of  this  plan  *,  appear¬ 
ed  to  us  the  pledge  of  its  fuccefs, 
and  we  have  embraced  his  long  ex- 
perience  as  a  mere  certain  guide 
than  untried  (peculation. 

The  valuation  of  income  is  left 
to  the  confcience  of  the  citizens ;  and 
hence  the  effect  of  this  meafure  will 
depend  entirely  on  their  patdotifm, 
and  hence  alfo  we  have  no  doubt  of 
its  fuccefs.  When  a  nation  emerges 
from  the  nothin gnefs  of  flaverv  to 
the  creation  of  freedom,  when  poli¬ 
tical  prudence  concurs  with  nature 
to  develope  the  gloiious  dedinv  of 
■France,  fliall  vile  p  inions  oppofe  her 
greatnefs?  Shall  felf-interefl  arreft 
her  noble  flight  ?  Shall  the  falvation 
of  the  date  be  outweighed  bv,  or  be 
put  in  competition  with,  a  perfonal 
contribution  ? 

No  !  An  error  like  this  is  not 
in  nature  ;  the  paffions  themfelves 
would  not  become  the  dupes  of  fuch 
deceitful  calculations.  If  the  revo¬ 
lution  which  has  given  us  a  country , 
could  leave  fome  Frenchman  indif¬ 
ferent,  dill  the  tranquillity  of  the 
kingdom,  tiffi  only  pledge  of  his  in¬ 
dividual  fafety,  would  of  necefiity 
intered  him  No! -It  is  not  in  the 
univerfal  wreck  of  things,  in  the  de¬ 
gradation  of  the  protecting  autho¬ 
rity  of  the  date,  at  a  time  when  a 
vad  multitude  of  indigent  citizens, 
driven  from  all  the  manufactures  of 
induftry,  fliall  fatigue  the  ear  of  im¬ 
potent  commiferation ;  when  the 
troops,  diibanded,  fliall  roam  about 
in  wandering  bands,  indigated  by 
famine,  and  armed  with  inftruments 
of  death  ;  when  every  kind  of  pro¬ 
perty  fliall  be  infulttd,  the  exiftence 
oi every  individual  expofed  to  hourly 
clanger  ;  when  terror  fliall  befet,  or 
grief  fliall  fit  at  the  gate  of  every  fa- 
Biiiy— it  is  not  in  the  univerfal 
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wreck  of  things  that  thofe  felfifh, 
thole  barbarous-  men,  could  hope  to 
enjoy  in.  peace  their  criminal  refufal 
to  the  wants  of  their  country  !— -The 
only  didiiictien  which,  in  the  com¬ 
mon  mifefyy  their  lot  would  obtain, 
over  that  of  others  .would  be,  to  be 
overwhelmed  by  the  jud  reproach  of 
all,  and  to  feel  in  their  hearts  the 
eternal  gnawings  of  unavailing  re- 
morfe. 

Hove  many  recent  proofs  have  we 
not  feen  of  that  generous  public  fpi- 
rit  which  gives  facility  and  fuccefs  to 
the  mod  difficult  enterprizes  !  With 
what  adonifhing  rapidity  was  that 
national  militia  formed,  thofe  legions 
of  citizens  armed  for  the  defence  of 
the  date— the  prefervation  of  peace 
—the  fup  port  of  the  law!  A  gene¬ 
rous  emulation  plows  in  every  cor- 
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ner  of  the  kingdom.  Towns,  cities, 
corporations,  provinces,  have  ccnfl- 
dered  their  refpeedive  privileges  as 
fo  many  odious  didinblions ;  they 
have  been  eager  to  drip  themfelves, 
of  thofe  oppreflive  didinefions,  and 
have  enriched  the  common  country 
with  the  fpoil.  It  is  a  well-known 
fad,  that  there  was  fcarcely  time 
fufficient  to  reduce  to  writing  the 
Sacrifices  which  a  pure  and  patriotic 
fentiment  dilated  to  ever)  clafs  of 
citizens,  glowing  with  the  generous 
deli  re  of  redoring  to  the  great  family 
of  the  nation,  whatever  had  enriched 
a  few  individuals  to  the  prejudice  of 
f  he  whole. 

Above  all,  iince  the  dangerous 
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ends  of  our  nuances  the  patriotic 
offerings  have  prodigioudy  multi¬ 
plied,  From  the  throne  itle  if,  which 
a  beneficent  prince  dignifies  dill 
more  by  his  virtues,  have  proceeded 
the  mod  illudrious  examples.  O 
thou,  lo  defervedly  the  objWt  qf  thy 
people’s  love  !  King,  virtuous  man, 
and  good  citizen!  You  beheld  the 
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magnificence  that  fiurrounded  you— 
you  .  declared  your  pleafure— and 
metals  of  mere  oflentation  became  a 
national  refonrce.  You  demolifhed 
thofe  objects  of  luxury,  and  your  dig¬ 
nity  received  new  luflre  from  it  ; 
while  the  affebtion  of  the  French  for 
your  facred  perfon  murmured  for 
your  privations,  their  fallibility  ap¬ 
plauded  the  magnanimity  of  your 
example,  and  their  generality  will 
return  your  beneficence,  as  you  with 
it  fliould  be  returned,  in  imitating 
your  virtues,  and  in  conferring  upon 
you  the  joyful  confcioufnefs  of  hav¬ 
ing  guided  a  whole  people  in  the 
Cctrrer  of  public  good. 

What  riches,  long  the  prey  of 
vain  oirentatious  luxury,  fliall  now 
become  the  ablive  means  of  profpe- 
rity !  How  much  may  the  wife 
ceconomy  of  individuals  concur  with 
great  and  enlightened  views  for  the 
refloration  of  the  kingdom  !  Flow 
much  treafure,  accumulated  by.  the 
piety  of  our  anceftors  for  the  fervice 
of  the  altar,  fliall  now  emerge  from 
its  obfcure  repofitory,  and  that  too 
without -changing  its  religious  defli- 
iiation !  Behold,  fays  a  holy  religion, 
behold  the  referves  which  I  have 
collected,  and  laid  up  in  times  of 
profperifv  ;  1  return  than,  in  this 
feafon  of  calamity,  to  the  common 
mafis.  For  me  they  were  not  accu¬ 
mulated  ;  a  borrowed  luflre  can  add 
nothing  to  my  grandeur — it  was 
for  you,  for  the  flate,  that  I  levied 
this  honourable  tribute  on  the  vir¬ 
tues  of  your  fathers. 

Who  could  refufe  to  follow  fnch 
affecting  examples  ?  What  a  pre¬ 
cious  moment  is  this  to  difplay  our 
ref’ouices,  and  to  call  forth  afliifance 
from  every  corner  of  the  empire ! 
Let  us.  prevent  the  reproach  which 
a  violation  of  the  moil  facred  en¬ 
gagements  would  infiibl  on  our  riling 
liberty.  Let  us  prevent  thofe  ter¬ 
rible  Alecks,  which,  in  overthrowing 


the  mofl  folid  eflablifhmehts,  would 
fliake  far  and  near  the  fortunes  of 
men,  and  fill  the  whole  extent  of 
France  with  the  melancholy  ruins  of 
ignominious  fhipwreck.  How  much 
are  thofe  perfons  deceived,  who,  at 
a  certain  diflance  from  the  capital, 
confider  not  the  public  faith  as  inti¬ 
mately  connebled  with  national  pro- 
fperityi.and  as  the  condition  of  the 
contradl  which  binds  us  all  i  Do 
thofe,  then,  who  dare  to  pronounce 
the  infamous  word  bankruptcy — do 
they  wifh  to  reduce  us  to  a  herd  of 
ferocious  animals,  inflead  of  afociety 
of  juft  and  free  men  ?  Where  is  the 
Frenchman  that  could  have  the  con¬ 
fidence  to  look  in  the  face  of  one  of 
his  miferable  fellow  citizens,  when 
he  might  fay  to  himfelf,  u  I  have 
contributed,  as  far  as  in  me  lay,  to 
embitter  the  exiflence  of  many  mil¬ 
lions  of  my  fellow-creatures  l”  With 
what  face  could  we  then  lay  claim  to 
that  high  point  of  honour,  which 
even  our  enemies  allow  us,  if  foreign¬ 
ers  could  brand  us  with  the  name 
of  the  bankrupt  nation,  and  accufe  us 
of  having  recovered  our  freedom, 
and  our  flrength,  only  to  be  guilty 
of  crimes  which  defpotifm  itfelf  had 
regarded  with  horror  ? 

It  would  be  in’ vain  for  us  to  pro- 
left  that  we  had  not  premeditated 
this  execrable  deed.  Ah  l  the  cries 
of  the. victims,  with  whopi  w$  fliould 
have  filled  every  part  of  Europe, 
would  have  loudly  protefted  againfl 
us.  Let  us  abt  with  vigour — let 
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immmediate,  efficacious,  and  certain 
meafures  diflipate  that  cloud  which 
has  too  long  hung  over  our  heads  — 
which,  from  one  extremity  of  Europe, 
to  the  other,  has  filled  with  terror 
the  creditors  of  France,  and  which 
may  become  more  fatal  to  the  na¬ 
tional  refourcesthan  the  mofl  dread¬ 
ful  peftilence  that  ever  defoliated  the 
country. 

Thus  vou  will  infoire  us  with 

*  i. 

courage 


PUBLIC  PAPERS. 


(107) 


courage  to  proceed  in  the  functions 
with  which  you  have  entruded  us : 
for,  how  fhould  we  labour  with 
fecuritv,  to  form  the  conditution  of 
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a  hate,  of  which  the  very  exigence 
is  in  danger  ?  We  have  fworn  that 
we  would  fave  our  common  country. 

J 

Judge  then  of  our  anguifli,  when 
we  fear  to  fee  it  perifn  in  our  hands  ! 
We  demand  a  momentary  Sacrifice, 
offered  truly  to  the  public  good,  and 
not  to  the  predatory  fpirit  of  crimi¬ 
nal  cupidity.  And  is  this  (light  ex¬ 
piation  for  the  errors  and  mifcon- 
dufit  of  ages,  confirmed  in  political 
fla  very,  an  effort  beyond  the  reach 
of  our  courage  ?  Let  us  think  of 
the  price  which  nations,  that  have 
(hewn  themfelves  worthy  to  be  free, 
have  paid  for  liberty !  To  obtain 
that  glorious  privilege, rivers  of  blood 
have  flowed  ;  a  long  train  of  cala¬ 
mities,  and  terrible  civil  wars,  have 
every  where  marked  the  birth  of 
freedom.  Of  us  fhe  demands  only 
a  Sacrifice  of  (ilver,  and  this  vulgar 
offering  is  by  no  means  a  gift  that 
will  impoverifh  the  donors  :  it  will 
return  to  enrich  us  feven  fold  ;  it 
will  defcend,  like  the  rain  of  heaven, 
to  augment  the  fertility  of  our  fields, 
and  to  fill  our  cities  with  profpe- 
rity,  wealth,  and  glory. 


The  Speech  of  the  Ki ng  of  the  French 
to  the  National  Ajfemhly ,  Feb.  4, 
1790,  ordered,  by  their  Decree  of 
the  2  \d following-,  to  be  fent  to  all 
the  Municipalities ,  and  read  in 
every  Parijb  after  the  Homilies . 

Gentlemen, 

THE  importance  of  the  circum- 
fbmees  in  which  France  is  placed, 
has  brought  me  among  you.  The 
progreijive  relaxation  of  all  the  re¬ 
straints  of  order  and  fubordination 
““the  fufpended  or  inactive  hate  of 


juftice— the  discontents  which  Spring 
from  the  fufferings  of  individuals-—, 
the  unhappy  feuds  that  are  the  un¬ 
avoidable  confequence  of  long  dif- 
fenfions—  the  critical  Situation  of  the 
finances,  and  the  uncertainties  that 
prevail  refpeCting  the  public  delfiny 
—finally,  the  general  agitation  of 
men’s  minds— all  feem  to  confpire 
in  exciting  the  anxiety  of  every  true 
friend  to  the  profperity  ana  happi- 
nefs  of  the  kingdom. 

A  great  objeCt  is  before  you  ;  but 
it  is  neceffary  that  you  (hould  ob¬ 
tain  it  without  an  augmentation  of 
our  troubles,  and  without  new  con- 
vulfions.  It  was,  I  muff  fay,  in  a 
more  tranquil  manner  that  I  had 
formed  hopes  of  conducting  you  to 
it,  when  I  conceived  the  defign  of 
affembling  you,  and  of  collecting, 
for  the  public  welfare,  the  wifdom, 
the  fenfe  of  the  reprefentatives  of 
the  nation;  but  my  happinefs  and 
glory  are  frill  equally  attached  to  the 
luccefs  of  your  labours.  Thefe  I 
have  guarded,  with  continual  vigi¬ 
lance,  from  the  fatal  effects  of  thofe 
unhappy  ci  ream  (lances  in  which  you 
were  placed.  The  horrors  of  fa¬ 
mine,  which  threatened  France  lad 
year,  v\ ere  repelled  by  multiplied 
cares  and  immenfe  Supplies.  The 
diforders  which  rnuft  have  been  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  ancient  Situation  of  the 
finances,  t  he  lofs  of  credit,  the  Scar¬ 
city  of  fpecie,  and  the  gradual  decay 
of  the  revenues,  have,  at  lead'  in  their 
great  and  exceffive  effeCts,  been  hi¬ 
therto  counteracted.  I  have  miti¬ 
gated  every  where,  but  particularly 
in  the  capital,  the  dangerous  confe- 
quences  of  a  failure  of  employment; 
and,  notwithstanding  the  weakened 
State  of  all  the  means  of  authority,  I 
have  preferved  the  kingdom,  not  in- 1 
deed  in  that  tranquillity  I  would 
have  defined,  but  in  a  fituation  Suffi¬ 
ciently  compofed  to  receive  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  a  wife  and  well-regulated 
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liberty.  Laftly,  in  fpite  of  our  in¬ 
fernal  fitnation  being  fo  generally 
known,  and  not  with  {Landing  the 
political  iibrms  which  agitated  other 
nations  I  have  preferved  peace  with¬ 
out,  and  maintained,  with  all  the 
powers  of  Europe,  fuch  connexions 
of  amity  and  regard  as  promife  to 
render  it  lading. 

After  having  thus  preferved  vou 

from  thole  violent  (hocks,  which 

might  have  overturned  fo  eadly  all 

your  labours  and  toil,  1  thought  the 

moment  arrived,  when  it  concerned 

the  intered  of  the  date,  that  1  fhould 

connect  nayfelf  in  a  manner  dill 

more  exprefs  and  manifeft,  with  the 

execution  and  fuccefs  of  your  mea- 
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fares,  for  the  advantage  of  t  rance. 
Nor  could  1  find  a  more  fuitable  op¬ 
portunity  than  the  prefent,  when 
you  bring,  for  my  acceptance,  de¬ 
crees  made  to  edablifh  in  the  king¬ 
dom  a  new  organization,  which  mud 
be  attended  with  fb  important  and 
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anfpicious  an  influence  on  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  my  fubjeXs,  and  the  prof- 
perity  of  this  empire. 

You  know,  gentlemen,  that  more 
than  ten  years  ago,  and  before  the 
wifh.of  the  nation  was  made  known 
as  to  provincial  aiTemblies,  I  had  be¬ 
gun  to  fubditute  this  mode  of  admi- 
nidration,  infteadof  that  which  long 
and  ancient  cuftom  had  rendered  fa- 
cred.  And  experience  having  con¬ 
vinced  me,  that  I  was  not  deceived 
in  the  opinion  I  had  formed  of  the 
utility  of  fuch  cdablifhments,  I  have 
endeavoured  to  communicate  the. 
fame  benefit  to  all  the  provinces  of 
rny  kingdom  ;  and,  in  order  to  en- 
fure  the  confidence  of  the  public  t6 
thefe  new  adminidrations,  it  was  rav 
defire  that  the  members  of  which 
they  were  to  be  compofed  fhould  be 
freelv  nominated  by  all  the  citizens. 
Thefe  views  of  mine  you  have  im¬ 
proved  upon  in  feveral  ways,  and 
the  mod  effentiai  undoubtedly  is, 


that  equal  and  wifely-planned  fwh* 
divifion,  which,  by  weakening  the 
ancient  reparations  between  province 
and  province,  and  by  eftablifhing  a 
general  and  complete  fydem  of  equi¬ 
librium,  more  clofely  conjoins  every 
part  of  the  kingdom  in  one  fpirit  and 
one  intered.  This  grand  idea,  this 
beneficent  defign  is  entirely  yours ; 
nothing  lefs  could  have  effeXed  it 
than  an  unity  of  will  in  the  repre- 
fentatives  of  the  nation  :  it  was  their 
juftly  acquired  afcendency  over  the 
general  opinion,  that  was  alone  ade¬ 
quate  to  the  undertaking  with  con¬ 
fidence  fo  important  a  change,  and 
that  could  overcome,  in  the  name 
of  reafon,  the  reflftance  of  habit  and 
private  intered. 

I  will  favour,  I  will  promote  by  all 
the  means  in  my  power,  the  fuccefs  of 
this  vad  organization,  on  which  the 
falvation  of  France  depends;  and  I 
think  it  necefiary  to  fay,  that'  lam 
too  mUv  h  occupied  with  the  internal 
dtuation  of  the  kingdom,  too  fend- 
ble  of  the  dangers  of  every  kind  with 
which  we  are  furrounded,  not  to  feel 
very  ftrongly  that  in  the  prefent  d- 
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ftiation  of  men’s  minds,  and  confi- 
dering  the  aXual  dtuation  of  public 
affairs,  either  a  new  order  of  things 
mud  be  edablifhed  with  tranquillity, 
or  the  kingdom  will  be  expofed  to 
all  the  calamities  of  anarchy. 

Let  thofe  who  are  true  citizens 
refleX  upon  this,  as  I  have  done, 
fixing  their  attention  limply  upon 
the  good  of  the  date,  and  they  will 
perceive  that,  even  with  different 
opinions,  the  great  intered,  at  this 
moment,  ought  to  unite  them  all. 
Time  will  reform  what  may  be  left 
defeXive  in  the  code  of  law  to  he 
made  by  this  aflembly ;  but  every 
plan  that  mav  have  a  tendency  to 
fhake  the  principles  of  the  conditu- 
tion,  every  febeme  dedgned  to  over¬ 
turn  them,  or  to  weaken  their  falu- 
tary  influence,  will  have,  no  other 
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effect  than  to  introduce  the  terrible 
evils  of  difcord  ;  and  even  1  up  poling 
the  fuccefsof  Inch  an  attempt  againft 
my  people  and  me,  therefnlt  would 
deprive  us,  without  furnifhing  a 
compenfation,  of  the  various  advan¬ 
tages  of  which  a  new  order  of  things 
exhibits  the  profpeft 

Let  us  then  in  good  earned:  give 
ourklves  up  to  thofe  hopes  which 
we  may  conceive,  and  let  us  think 
only  of  realizing  them  by  unani¬ 
mity.  Let  it  be  univerfaliy  known, 
that  the  monarch  and  the  reprefen- 
tatives  of  the  nation  are  united  by 
one  and  the  fame  inter eff,  and  one 
and  the  fame  wifi],  in  order  that 
this  opinion,  this  firm  belief,  may 
difleminate  through  the  provinces  a 
fpirit  of  peace  and  of  good  will  ; 
and  that  all  good  citizens,  and  all 
fuch  as  can  eflentially  ferve  the  ftate 
by  their  zeal  and  by  their  knowledge, 
may  be  anxious  to  intereft  themfelves 
in  the  different  fubdivifions  of  the 
general  adminiflration,  the  union 
and  collected  efforts  of  which  muff 
be  efficacious  to  the  re-effablifhment 
of  order,  and  to  the  profperity  of 
the  kingdom. 

It  ought  not  to  be  concealed  that 
much  is  to  be  done  before  we  can 
attain  this  end.  A  firm  and  unde¬ 
viating  perfevcrance — in  a  word, 
one  great  and  univerfal  effort,  are 
abfolutely  neceffary  to  our  fuccefs. 
Continue  then  your  labours,  with¬ 
out  any  view  but  that  of  the  public 
good  ;  let  your  ffiit  attention  be  al¬ 
ways  fixed  on  the  fate  of  the  people, 
and  on  the  public  liberty ;  but  be 
anxious  alfo  to  remove  all  diffruft, 
and  to  put  an  end  as  foon  as  poffi- 
ble  to  the  various  troubles  which 
have  exiled  fo  great  a  number  of 
citizens,  and  produce  an  effedt  fo 
oppofite  to  thofe  laws  of  fafety  and 

liberty  which  you  wifh  to  eftablifh. 
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Frolperity  will  not  return  without 
general  content.  We  every  where 


Uoj 

perceive  hopes ;  let  us  be  impatient 
alfo  to  fee  happinefs  realized  in  every 
part  of  the  kingdom. 

The  time  will  come,  I  cherifli  the 
belief,  when  all  Frenchmen,  without 
difeinction,  will  acknowledge  the  ad¬ 
vantage  refulting  from  the  entire 
luppreffion  of  the  different  orders 
and  ranks  ;  when  they  are  to  labour 
m  common  for  the  public  good,  for 
that  profperity  of  our  country,  in 
which  every  citizen  is  equally  inte- 
rcfled  ;  and  every  one  ought  to  fee 
without  regret,  that,  in  order  to  be 
called  henceforth  to  ferve  the  date, 
in  any  fituation,  it  is  fufficient  to  be 
diftinguifhed  by  talents  or  by  vir¬ 
tues. 

In  the  meantime,  however,  what¬ 
ever  can  remind  the  nation  of  the 
ancient  and  continued  fervices  of  an 
honoured  race,  is  a  difriudtion  which 
nothing  can  deftroy ;  and  as  it  is. 
blended  with  the  duties  of  gratitude, 
thofe,  who  in  all  claffes  of  fociety 
afpire  to  ferve  their  country  with 
effect,  and  thofe  who  have  already 
had  the  happinefs  of  fucceeding 
therein,  are  lwtereffed  in  refpedfing 
this  tranfmiffion  of  titles,  or  of  re¬ 
membrance, — the  mod:  glorious  in¬ 
heritance  which  can  be  tranfinitted 
to  our  children.  Nor  can  the  re- 
fpedf  du,e  to  the  minifters  of  religion 
be  effaced ;  and  when  the  veneration 
in  which  they  are  held  (hall  be  chiefly 
attached  to  thofe  facred  truths,  which 
are  the  fafeguard  of  order  and  of 
morals,  all  virtuous  and  enlightened 
citizens  will  have  an  equal  interefl 
in  maintaining  it. 

Without  doubt  thofe  who  have 
given  up  their  pecuniary  privileges, 
thofe  who  will  no  longer  form  as 
heretofore  a  political  order  in  the 
date,  find  themlelves  fubjedl  to  fa- 
crihces,  with  the  importance  of  which 
I  am  well  acquainted  ;  but  I  am  per- 
fuaded  they  will  have  the  generofity 
to  feek  their  compenfation  in  all 
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thofe  public  advantages  which  we 
irmft  hope  for  from  the  inditution 
of  national  affemblies. 

I  alfo  fhould  dioilld  have  Ioffes  to 
calculate,  if,  amid  the  molt  impor¬ 
tant  intereds  of  the  Pate,  I  could 
advert  to  any  perlonal  calculations ; 
but  I  find  a  diffident  indemnifica¬ 
tion,  a  full  compenfation,  in  the  in- 
creafe  of  the  happinefs  of  the  nation. 
In  this  fentiment,  1  affure  you,  I 
exprefs  the  genuine  feelings  of  my 
heart. 

I  will  defend  then,  I  will  main¬ 
tain  that  conflitutional  liberty,  the 
principles  of  which  have  been  func¬ 
tioned  by  the  general  will,  in  con¬ 
currence  with  my  own.  1  will  do 
more,  in  concert  with  the  queen, 
who  adopts  all  my  fentiments ;  I 
will  early  prepare  the  mind  and 
heart  of  my  fola  for  the  new  order 
of  things,  which  circum fiances  have 
produced.  I  will  habituate  him  from 
his  infancy  to  be  happy  in  the  hap¬ 
pinefs  of  the  French,  and  to  be  ever 
fendble,  in  fpite  of  the  language  of 
flattery,  that  a  wife  conflitution  will 
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prefer ve  him  from  the  dangers  of  in¬ 
experience,  and  that  lawful  liberty 
adds  a  new  value  to  thofe  fentiments 
of  love  and  fidelity,  of  which  the 
nation,  for  fo  many  ages  pafl,  has 
given  to  its  kings  filch  interefling 
proofs. 

I  cannot  then  have  a  doubt,  but 
that  in  finifhing  youi  work,  you 
will  affuredly  exert  yourfelves  with 
wifdom  and  candour  to  fire  net  hen 
the  executive  power ;  for,  nnlefs  it 
be  flrong,  there  can  exifl  no  lading 
order  within  the  kingdom,  nor  any 
refpe&ability  without.  You  can  have 
no  reafonable  grounds  of  fufpicion  : 
hence  it  is  your  duty,  as  citizens, 
and  as  faithful  reprefentatives  of  the 
nation,  to  give  to  the  commonweal 
and  to  public  liberty  that  dability 
which  can  only  be  derived  from  an 
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a  Clive  and  tutelar  authority.  It  will 
certainly  occur  to  you,  that,  with¬ 
out  fuch  an  authority,  all  parts  of 
your  fydem  of  government  would 
be  deprived  of  a  bond  of  union,  and 
of  all  correfpon deuce  ;  and  therefore, 
in  vour  attention  to  that  liberty,  to 
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which  you  are  equally  attached  with 
me,  you  will  not  fail  to  condder, 
that  diforder  in  the  adminidrafion, 
by  occadoning  a  confudon  of  pow¬ 
ers,  often  degenerates,  by  its  indif- 
criminating  violence,  into  the  mod 
dangerous  and  alarming  fpecies  of 
tyranny. 

Thus,  gentlemen,  not  for  my  own 
fake,  (who  regard  as  nothing  what 
perfonally  concerns  myfelf,  in  com* 
parifon  of  the  laws  and  inditutions 
which  are  to  regulate  the  dedinv  of 
the  empire)  but  for  the  happinefs  of 
the  country,  for  its  profperity,  for  its 
power,  I  invite  you  to  free  yourfelves 
from  all  the  momentary  impreflions, 
that  may  divert  you  from  confider- 
ing,  in  the  whole  of  its  connections, 
what  is  requidte  for  fuch  a  kingdom 
as  France,  with  regard  to  its  vad  ex¬ 
tent,  its  immenfe  population,  and 
thofe  foreign  connections  that  are  the 
natural  refult  of  its  fituation. 

Nor  will  you  negleCt  to  fix  your 
attention  on  what  is  alfo  an  objeCt 
for  legidators,  the  manners,  the  cha¬ 
racter,  and  the  habits  of  a  nation, 
too  celebrated  in  Europe  by  its  pecu¬ 
liar  turn  and  genius,  to  be  able  to 
appear  indifferent  to  the  prefervation 
or  debafement  of  thofe  fentiments  of 
gentlenefs,  conddence,  and  good- 
nefs,  which  have  gained  it  fo  much 
renown. 

Exhibit  an  example  alfo  of  that 
fpirit  of  judice  which  operates  as  the 
fafeguard  of  property,  of  that  rec¬ 
titude  which  obtains  refpeCl  among 
all  nations,  which  is  not  the  work  of 
chance,  which  derives  no  privileges 
from  opinion,  but  which  is  intimate- 
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lv  conneifted  with  the  moft  eflential 
ties  of  public  order,  and  the  firft 
laws  of  focial  harmony. 

By  what  fatality  is  it,  that,  at  the 
moment  when  tranquillity  began  to 
re-appear,  new  troubles  have  rifen 
in  the  provinces  ?  What  fatality  leads 
to  thefe  new  -exceftes  ?  Join  with 
me  in  putting  a  flop  to  them,  and 
let  us  prevent,  by  every  effort,  any 
criminal  violence  from  tarnifhing  the 
luff  re  of  thofe  days  in  which  the 
happinefs  of  the  nation  is  preparing. 
You,  who  in  fo  many  ways  can.  in¬ 
fluence  the  public  confidence,  en¬ 
lighten,  as  to  their  true  interefts, 
the  people  who  are  led  affray  ;  that 
good  people  fo  dear  to  me,  and  of 
whofe  affedfion,  fo  neceffary  to  my 
confolation,  I  am  well  allured.  Ah! 
did  they  know  how  miferable  it 
makes  me  to  hear  of  an  unjuft  at¬ 
tempt  again!!  the  property,  or  of  an 
ad!  of  violence  again!!  the  perfons, 
of  any,  they  would  fpare  me  per¬ 
haps  thefe  bitter  fenfationsl 

I  cannot  fpeak  of  the  great  inte- 
refts  of  the  Bate  without  urging  you 
to  hired!  your  attention,  in  the  mol! 
earned  and  decilive  manner,  to  what- 
i  ever  concerns  the  reftoration  of  order 
in  the  finances,  and  the  quiet  of  that 
innumerable  multitude  of  citizens 
who  are  connedted  with  the  public 
fate.  It  is  time  to  calm  all  uneafi- 
nefs ;  it  is  time  to  give  thekingdom 
'  that  flrength  of  credit  which  it  has 
a  right  to  affume.  You  cannot  un¬ 
dertake  all  at  once  ;  and,  therefore, 
I  invite  you  to  referve  for  other  op¬ 
portunities  a  part  of  thofe  advan¬ 
tages,  of  which  the  combination  of 
your  talents  difplays  the  profpedt. 
But  when  you  have  added  to  what 
you  have  already  accomplifned,  a 
wife  and  rational  plan  for  the  admi- 
niftration  of  juftice  ;  when  you  have 
confirmed  the  bafts  of  a  perfedt  equE 
librium  between  the  revenues  and 
the  expences  of  the  ftate ;  when,  in 
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fine,  von  have  finifhed  the  work  of 
the  conftitution  ;  you  will  have  ac- 
quired  ffrong  claims  upon  public  gra  ¬ 
titude  ;  and  in  the  fucceflion  of  na¬ 
tional  affemblies,  the  continuance  of 
which  is  henceforth  founded  upon 
the  very  conftitution,  there  will  on- 
ly  remain  to  add,  every  year,  new 
means  of  profperity  to  thofe  you 
have  already  prepared.  •  May  this 
day,  in  which  your  monarch  comes 
to  unite  himfelf  with  you,  in  the 
moft  frank  and  intimate  manner,  be 
a  memorable  epocha  in  the  hiftory 
of  the  empire  !  It  will  befo,  I  hope, 
if  my  ardent  willies,  my  prefling  ex-* 
hortations,  can  operate  as  a  figna.1  of 
peace  and .  harmony  among!!  you. 
Let  thofe,  who  are  ftill  averfe  to  a  fpv* 
rit  of  concord,  now  become  fo  in* 
difpenfttble,  facrifice  to  me  all  thofe 
recollediioiis  which  afflict  them,  and 
I  will  recompence  them  by  my  gra¬ 
titude  and  affedlion  ;  and  let  us  all 
from  this  day,  I  fet  you  the  example, 
profefs  but  one  opinion,  one  mtereft, 
one  will,  in  our  attachment  to  the 
new  conftitution,  and  an  ardent  de¬ 
fire  for  the  peace,  happinefs,  and 
profperity  of  France! 


The  Second  Addrefs  of  the  National 

Affemhly  '  to  the  People  of  France . 

Feb.  ii,  1790. 

THE  national. aflembiy,  while  ad¬ 
vancing  in  their  courfe  of  labours  for 
the  public  good,  receive  from  all  parts 
the  felicitations  of  provinces,  cities, 
and  communities,  teftimonies  of  the 
public  joy,  and  acclamations  of  pub¬ 
lic  gratitude  :  but  they  hear  alfa  the 
murmurs  and  cla  ours  of  thofe  who 
are  hurt  by  the  definition  of  fo  ma¬ 
ny  abufes,  of  fo  many  private,  inte¬ 
refts  and  prejudices.  Intent  on  the 
happinefs  of  all,  they  are  diffreflcd  by 
the  lufferings  of  individuals.  They 
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tjaake  all  poffible  allowance  for  pre¬ 
judices,  for  the  heat  and  animoiity 
of  party,  and  know  how  to  pardon 
even  injuftice;  but  they  hold  it  to  be 
an  effential  duty  to  guard  you  a  gain  ft 
the  influence  of  calumniators,  and 
to  diftipate  rhofe  vain  terrors  with 
which  feme  may  attempt  to  alarm 
you. 

What,  indeed,  has  been  left  un¬ 
tried  by  our  enemies  to  miilead  you, 
and  to  fhake  your  confidence  in  us  ? 
They  feign  ignorance  of  any  good 
effected  by  the  national  aftembly  : 
we  will  recall  it  to  your  recoiled! ion. 
They  have  raifed  objections  againft 
what  we  have  already  done :  we 

j 

will  anfwer  them.  Thevr  have  difte- 

j 

minated  doubts  and  inquietude  con¬ 
cerning  what  is  intended  to  be  done  : 
we  will  inform  you. 

“  Vv  hat  good  has  the  aftemblv 
done?” 

It  has  traced,  with  a  firm  and  fteady 
hand,  and  in  the  midft  of  ftorms, 
the  principles  of  the  conftitution, 
which  fecures  your  liberty  for  ever. 

The  44  rights  of  man,”  unknown 
and  infulated  for  ages,  have  been  re- 
t  ftablifhpd  for  all  mankind,  in  that 
<4  declaration,”  which  will  remain 
for  ever  as  the  fignal  of  refiftance  to 
oppreftors,  and  a  law  to  iegiilators 
themfeives. 

The  nation  had  loft  the  right  of 
decreeing  its  own  laws  and  taxes. 
— This  right  has  been  reftored  to  it : 
and  at  the  fame  time  the  true  princi¬ 
ples  of  the  monarchy,  the  inviolabi¬ 
lity  of  the  augaft  chief  of  the  nation, 
and  the  right  of  inheritance  to  the 
throne,  in  a  family  which  is  fo  dear 
to  all  Frenchmen,  have  been  fixed 
on  a  (acred  foundation. 

You  have  hitherto  had  only  dates- 
genera] ;  you  have  now  a  national 
aftembly,  and  this  aftembly  can  ne¬ 
ver  be  wrefted  from  you. 

•! 

Orders,  neceftai  iiy  divided  in  their 
interefts,  and  (laves  to  ancient  pre- 


tenfons,  di&ated  the  decrees  in  thefe 
afie-rnblies  of  the  dates,  and  were  en¬ 
abled  to  prevent  the  national  will 
from  taking  place.  Thefe  orders 
exift  no  longer  :  all  titles  of  diftinc-' 
tio.n  have  been  funk  in  the  honoura¬ 
ble  apellatiori  of  citizen. 

All  being  thus  invefted  with  the 
rights  of  citizens,  it  was  neceffarv 
that  your  defenders  fhould  be  citizens; 
and,  at  the  firft  fignal,  a  national 
goard  arofe,  which,  being  aftembled 
by  patriotifm,  and  commanded  by 
honour,  maintains  order,  and  watches 
with  indefatigable  zeal  over  the  fafe- 
ty  of  every  individual,  for  the  filte¬ 
red  of  all. 

Numberlefs  particular  privileges, 
thofe  irreconcileabe  enemies  to  the 
public  good,  compofed  the  whole  of 
our  nationallaw :  thefe  are  deftroyed; 
and,  at  the  voice  of  your  aftembly, 
thofe  provinces  that  were  mod  tena¬ 
cious  of  their  own  privileges  have 
applauded  their  downfall,  and  have 
felt  themfclves  enriched  by  their 
lofs. 

A  vexatious  feudal  fyftem,  power¬ 
ful  even  in  its  lad  remains,  covered 
all  France:  it  has difappeared,  never 
to  return. 

Y ou  v  ere  fubjeft,  in  the  provinces, 
to  a  troublefome  courfe  of  3dminif< 
tration  :  you  are  now  freed  from  it. 

Arbitrary  orders  i  nfringed  upon  the 
liberty  of  the  citizens ;  they  are  an¬ 
nihilated. 

You  wifhed  for  a  complete  orga» 
nization  of  municipalities :  it  has 
juft  now  been  given  you  ;  and  the 
creation  of  all  thefe  bodies,  formed 
by  your  own  fuffrages,  prefents,  at 
this  moment,  the  moft  interefting 
fpeChcle  throughout  all  France. 

At  the  fame  time,  the  national 
aftemblv  has  confummated  the  work 
o/  the  new  divifton  of  the  kingdom, 
which  alone  could  efface  the  laft  vef- 
tiges  of  ancient  prejudices,  fubftitute 
the  true  love  of  our  country  in  the 
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foobn  of  the  exclusive  attachment  to 
fi  province,  lay  the  bafis  of  a  good 
reprefentation,  afizd  fix,  at  the  fame 
time,  the  rights  of  each  individual 
perfon,  and  each  individual  canton, 
in  proportion  to  their  confequence  in 
the  public  weal;  a  difficult  problem 
in  politics,  and  unfolved  till  the  pre¬ 
fen  t  times. 

You  have  for  a  long  time  defired, 
that  rhe  fale  of  offices  in  the  magif- 
tracv  fhould  be  abolifhed  :  this  has 
been  decreed. 

You  felt  the  neceffity  of  correcting 
the  principal  vices  of  the  criminal 
code :  a  provifionary  reform  has 
been  made,  till  a  more  perfect  and 
general  one  can  be  accompliflied. — 
From  all  parts  of  the  kingdom 
have  complaints,  demands,  remon- 
ftrances,  been  addreffed  to  usd  we 
have  fatisfied  them  to  the  utmoft  of 
our  power.  The  multiplicity  of  the 
public  engagements  alarmed  men’s 
minds:  we  have  rendered  thofe  en¬ 
gagements  facred,  upon  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  that  good  faith  which  is  due 
from  the  nation  to  individuals.  You 
flood  in  fear  of  the  power  of  minif- 
ters  :  we  have,  for  your  fecurity,  fub- 
jedted  them  to  the  law  of  refponfibi- 
lity. 

The  Gabelie'*  was  odious  to  you: 
we  have  lightened  it  for  the  prefent, 
and  promife  von  its  entire  abolition  ; 
for,  in  our  opinion,  it  is  not  fufficient 
that  impofb  are  neceffarv  for  the  pub¬ 
lic  wants ;  they  ought  alfo  to  be  jufti- 
fied  by  their  equality,  their  wifdom, 
and  their  being  agreeable  to  the  pub¬ 
lic. 

Immoderate  penfions,  frequently 
lavifhed  without  the  knowledge  of 
vour  king,  have  confumed  the  fruit 
of  your  labours  :  we  have  caft  on 
them  a  fevere  and  fearching  eye,  and 
are  about  to  reduce  them  within  the 
limits  of  ftridt  juffice. 
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In  fine,  the  finances  demanded 
immenfe  reforms :  feconded  by  the 
miniffer  who  has  obtained  your  con¬ 
fidence,  we  have  made  them  our 
unremitted  ffudy,  and  von  will  footi 
reap  the  fruit  of  our  labours. 

Such,  Frenchmen,  is  our  work,  or 
rather  yours  ;  for  we  are  but  your 
organs,  and  it  is  you  who  have  in- 
ftrucled  us,  who  have  encouraged 
and  fupported  us  in  our  labours* 
What  an  mra  is  this  to  which  we  are 
at  length  arrived  !  How  honourable 
an  inheritance  have  you  to  tranfmit 
to  your  pofterity  !  Elevated  to  the 
rank  of  citizens,  admiffible  to  all  em¬ 
ploys,  enlightened  cenfors  of  public 
affairs,  when  not  adlually  engaged 
in  the  condud  of  them  ;  certain  that 
every  thing  is  done  by  you  and  for 
you  ;  equals  in  the  eye  of  the  law  ; 
free  to  a£t,  to  fpeak,  to  write  ;  ac¬ 
countable  in  your  a&ions  to  no  in¬ 
dividual  whatever,  but  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  only ;  what  condition  can  be  con¬ 
ceived  happier,  or  more  honourable 
than  yours  ? 

Is  there  a  fingle  citizen,  worthy 
of  that  name,  who  can  look  back 
with  regret  on  the  paffffate  of  things, 
or  who  would  colled  the  ruins 
with  which  we  are  furrounded,  in 
order  to  reconftrud  the  ancient 
edifice  ? 

And  yet,  what  has  not  been  faid, 
what  has  not  been  done  bv  our  ene- 
mies,  to  weaken  the  impreffion 
which  fuch  bleflings  ought  naturally 
to  produce  ? 

“  We  have  deffroyed  every 
thing,”  fay  they.  True,  becaufe  it 
wasneceffary  that  every  thing  fhould 
be  rebuilt.  And  what  was  there  to 
be  fo  much  regretted  ?  W ould  we 
truly  know,  let  thofe  men  be  ajffied 
the  queftion,  who  enjoyed  no  exclu¬ 
five  benefits  in  the  objedls  reformed 
or  deffroyed.  Interrogate  even  the 
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confclence  of  thofe  who  did  profit  by 
them,  fetting  afide  only  fuch  mean 
fouls,  who,  to  ennoble  their  own 
private  regrets,  now  hold  up,  as  the 
fubjedlsof  their  commiferation,  the 
condition  of  thofe  to  whom  in  fctr- 
mer  times  they  were  fo  indifferent. 
We  fhall  then  fee,  whether  the  re¬ 
form  of  each  of  thefe  objedls  does 
no:  meet  with  the  approbation  of  all 
whole  opinion,  is  of  any  value. 

44  We  have  a  died  whh  too  much 
precipitation,’ ’  according  to  fome  ; 
and  a  multitude  of  others  reproach 
us  with  too  much  flownefs.  Too 
much  precipitation  !  Can  any  one 
be  ignorant  that  it  is  only  by  attack¬ 
ing  and  overthrowing  all  abufes,  at 
the  lame  time,  that  we  can  hope  to 
be  deli  vered  from  them  without  the 
danger  of  a  return  ;  that  it  is  then, 
and  then  only,  that  every  one  feels 
himfelf  interefted  in  the  eftablifhment 
of  order ;  that  flow  and  partial  at¬ 
tempts  at  reform  always  end  in  re¬ 
forming  nothing in  fine,,  that  the 
abufes  retained  ferve  as  fupports, 
and  fo’on  become  the  abtual  reftorers 
of  thofe  which  were  thought  to  have 
been  deflroyed  ? 

Our  affembiies  are  tumultuous.” 
And  of  what  confequence  is  this,  if 
the  decrees  proceeding  from  them  are 
wife  ? — We  are,  to  confefs  the  truth, 
far  from  wi filing  to  hold  up  the  de¬ 
tails  of  all  our  debates  as  a  fubjedl 
for  admiration.  We  have  been  more 
than  once  afilidted  by  them.  But  we 
have,  at  the  fame  time,  felt  that  it 
Would  be  nnjufi  to  turn  them  to  our 
difadvantage  ;  ,  and,  after  all,  this 
impetuofity  was  the  aimofl  inevitable 
effedt  of  the  firfl  general  conflidt 
which  perhaps  ever  took  place  be¬ 
tween  all  principles  and  all  errors. 

They  accufe  us  of  having  afpired 
to  a  chimerical  perfection.  Strange 
reproach !  which  ill  conceals  the  fe- 
eret  wifh  for  the  perpetuity  of  abufes. 

The  national  affembly  has  not  dif¬ 


fered  its  progrefs  to  be  impeded  by 
pufillanimous  or  fervilely  interelled 
motives :  it  has  hatl  the  courage,  or 
rather  the  good  fenfe,  to  believe 
that  ufeful  ideas,  and  the  truths  mod 
neceffary  to  the  happinefs  of  man¬ 
kind,  were  not  exclusively  deftined 
to  adorn  the  pages  of  books ;  and 
that  the  Supreme  Being,  when  he 
gave  to  man  t>e>-feuibiiity ,  an  en¬ 
dowment  peculiar  to  his  nature,  did 
not  intend  to  bar  his  application  of  it 
to  the  regulation  of  fociety,  in  which 
his  firfl  wants,  his  mod  univerfal  in-  ’ 
terefis,  are  comprehended. 

44  It  is  impofiible,”  fome  have 
faid,  44  to  regenerate  an  old  and 
corrupted  nation.”  Let  us  teach 
them,  that  none  are  corrupted  but 
thofe  who  wifh  the  perpetuity  of 
abufes  which  tend  to  corrupt ;  and 
that  a  nation  renovates  her  youth 
the  very  day  in  which  fhe  refolves  to 
revive  her  liberty. 

Behold  the  new  generation  !  Kow 
their  hearts  beat  with  joy  and  hope! 
How  pure,  how  noble  and  patriotic, 
are  their  fentiments  !  With  what 
enthufiafm  do  thev  prefs  for  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  being  admitted  to  take  the 

civic  oath  !— - But  why  fhould  we 

anfwer  fo  wretched  a  reproach  t 
Shall  the  national  affembly  be  reduced 
to  apologize  for  having  not  defpaired 
of  the  people  of  France. 

44  Nothing  has  yet  been  done  for 
the  people,”  fome  have  dared  to  fay  ; 
yet  it  is  the  people’s  caule  which 
triumphs  in  every  change-  Nothing 
done  for  the  people  !  Does  no:  every 
abufe  which  has  been  deflroyed  pre¬ 
pare,  does  it  not  fecure  eafe  and  re* 
lief  to  the  people  ?  Was  there  a 
fingle  abufe  that  did  not  prefs  upon 
them  ? 

44  But  they  complained  not,”  It 
was,  becaufe  the  excefs  of  their  ills 
flifled  their  complaints. 

44  But  their  condition  is  now 
wretched/ *  Say  rather,  it  is  hill 

wretched 
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wretched.  But  it  fliall  not  be  fo  long ; 
WE  SWEaR  it  shall  not. 

•  “  We  have  deftroyed  the  execu¬ 
tive  power. ”  No;  fay  rather  the 
power  of  the  miniiter ;  and  it  was 
that  which  deftroyed,  which  often 
degraded,  the  executive  power.  The 
executive  power  is  enligthened  by  us ; 
we  have  pointed  out  its  rights  :  above 
all,  we  have  ennobled  it,  by  tracing 
them  to  their  real  fource,  the  people. 

a  It  is  now  without  force” — 
again!!  the  conflitution  and  the  law. 
This  is  true  ;  but  in  their  favour  it 
will  be  more  powerful  than  ever. 

“  The  people  are  armed. ”  Yes, 
for  their  defence  this  was  neceflarv. 

J 

But  from  this,  evils  have  in  ma¬ 
ny  places  refulted.”  Can  thefe  evils 
be  imputed  to  the  national  alfembly  ? 
Can  it  be  reproached  for  difafters 
which  it  laments,  which  it  would 
have  prevented  by  all  the  force  of 
its  decrees,  and  which  will  foon  ceafe 
by  the  union  of  the  two  powers, 
from  henceforward  indifToluble,  and 
by  the  irrefiftible  abtion  of  the  united 
flrength  of  the  nation  ? 

“  We  have  exceeded  our  powers.” 
The  anfwer  to  this  is  fimple.  We 
were  inconteftibly  lent  to  make  a 
conflitution  :  this  was  the  defire,  this 
was  the  want,  of  all  France.— Now, 
was  it  poflibleto  create  this  conftitu- 
tion,  to  form  a  whole,  even  an  im¬ 
perfect  whole,  by  coriflitutional  de¬ 
crees,  without  the  plenitude  of  pow¬ 
ers  which  we  have  exercifed  ? — But 
let  us  add  ;  without  the  national  af- 
fembly,  France  had  been  ruined 
without  the  principle  which  fubmits 
every  thing  to  a  plurality  of  freefuf- 
frages,  and  which  has  governed  all 
o.ur  decrees,  it  is  impoffible  to  con-' 
ceive  a  national  aflembly  ;  it  is  impof- 
fible  to  conceive,  we  will  not  fay  a 
conflitution,  but  even  the  hope  of 
irrevocably  deflroying  the  fmallefl 
abule.  This  principle  is  an  eternal 
truth  ;  and  it  has  been  acknowledged 
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throughout  all  France  ;  it  has  been 
expreftedina  thoufand  different  ways 
in  the  numerous  addreffes  of  ad  he-, 
're  rice,  which  ran  Counter  to  that 
Crowd  of  libels  in  which  we  are  re¬ 
proached  with  having  exceeded  our 
powers.  Thefe  addreffes,  thefe  avow¬ 
als  of  homage,  thefe  patrioitc  oaths  ; 
what  a  confirmation  are  they  of  the 
powers  which  our  enemies  would 
contefb  with  us ! 

Such,  Frenchmen,  ate  the  re¬ 
proaches  Taft  on  us  in  thofe  nume¬ 
rous  and  criminal  publications;  which 
affect  the  tone  of  patriotic  afflibliori. 
But  in  vain  do  they  flatter  them- 
felves  with  the  hope  of  difcouraging 
us :  our  refolution  is  only  the  more 
confirmed,  and  you  wall  loon  expe¬ 
rience  its  effebts.  The  aflembly  is 
on  the  point  of  giving  you  a  mili¬ 
tary  eftablifhment,  which,  by  con- 
flituting  the  army  of  foldier-citi- 
zens,  will  unite  valour  in  defence  of 
our  country  with  the  civic  virtues, 
which  protect  without  alarming  it. 

In  a  fliort  tim‘e  the  aflembly  will 
prefent  you  with  a  fyftem  of  taxation, 
which  will  be  adapted  to  eafe  and  en¬ 
courage  agriculture  aridinduftry,  and 
in  which  the  freedom  of  commerce 
will  be  refpebted  ;  a  fyftem  which, 
being  fimple,  clear,  and  eafily  con¬ 
ceived  by  all  who  pay,  will  define 
with  precifion  the  part  they  owe,  fa¬ 
cilitate  the  neceffary  knowledge  of 
the  employment  of  the  public  reve¬ 
nue,  and  lay  open  to  the  infpe&ion 
of  all  the  people  of  France  the 
true  flate  of  the  finances,  even  to 
the  prefent  obfcure  labyrinth,  where 
the  eve  can  no  longer  trace  the  trea- 
lures  of  the  flate. 

In  a  fliort  time,  a  clergy,  citizens 
alfo,  equally  diftant  from  the  extreme 
of  poverty  or  of  riches,  and  confe- 
quently  a  model  for  both  rich  and 
pool-,  pardoning  the  injurious  ex- 
preflions  of  a  temporary  delirium, 
will  infpire  a  true,  pure,  and  uni- 
(H  2)  verfal 
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verfal  confidence,  which  neither  the 
outrages  proceeding  from  envy,  nor 
that  fort  of  pity  which  humifiates, 
will  be  able  to  {hake :  they  will 
caufe  religion  to  be  hill  more  cherifh- 
ed ;  they  will  increafe  its  influence,  by 
cultivating:  a  clofer  and  more  aftedlt- 
onate  connection  between  the  people 
and  their  pallors.  This  facred  body 
will  no  longer  exhibit  the  fpedlacle, 
which  the  patriotifm  of  feme  of  its 
,own  members  has  more  than  once 
held  up  to  publiccenfurein  this  aflem- 
bly,  of  opulent  idlenefs,  and  unre- 
Compenfed  adtivity. 

In  a  Ihort  time,  a  fyflem  of  cri¬ 
minal  and  penal  laws,  dictated  by 
reafon,  juftice,  and  humanity,  will 
Jhew  the  refpedl  due  to  human  na¬ 
ture,  even  in  the  perfons  of  thofe 
who  are  the  vidims  of  the  law  — 
that  refpedt  without  which  we  have 
no  right  to  pretend  to  morality. 

A  code  of  civil  law's,  confided  to 
judges  cholen  by  yourfelves,  and 
difpenfing  juftice  gratuitoufiy,  will 
banilli  all  thofe  obfcure,  complicated, 
contradictory  laws,  whofe  incohe¬ 
rence  and  multiplicity  feem  to  give 
room,  even  in  an  upright  judge,  to 
dignify  with  the  title  of  juftice, 
what  his  own  inclination,  his  error, 
or  fome times,  perhaps,  his  ignorance 
may  dictate.  But  till  this  moment 
arrives,  it  is  your  duty  to  obey  the 
laws  in  being  ;  for  you  well  know, 
that  it  is  the  diftingui  fifing  mark  of 
a  good  citizen,  religioufly  to  obey 
every  law  not  yet  repealed. 

Finally,  we  fhall  terminate  our 
labours  by  a  code  of  iiiftrudion,  or 
of  national  education,  which  will, 
place  fdie  conflitution  under  the 
fafeguard  of  the  riling  generation. 
By  caufing  the  civic  inftrudion  to 
pafs  through  all  degrees  of  the  re- 
prefentation,  we  fhall  tranfnfit 
through  all  the  clafies  of  fociety  the 
knowledge  neceflary  to  the  welfare 
of  each,  as  well  ns  to  that  of  the 
nation  at  large.  Behold,  people  of 


France,  the  profpedt  of  happinefs 
which  liesbefore  you  !  Some  ground 
yet  remains  to  be  gained  ;  and  there 
the  detradors  of  the  revolution  lie 
in  wait  for  you.  Guard  againft 
that  impetuous  vivacity  fo  natural 
to  you  :  above  ail  things,  dread  the 
commiffion  of  outrages  ;  for  any 
kind  of  diforder  may  prove  fatal  to 
liberty.  This  liberty  is  dear  to  you ; 
you  are  in  poflefiion  of  it ;  fhevr 
yourfelves  capable  of  prelerving  it ; 
be  faithful  to  the  fpirit,  and  even  to 
the  letter  of  the  decrees  of  your  re- 
prefentatives,  accepted  or  fandtioned 
by  the  king  ;  diftinguifti  between 
the  feudal  rights  abolilhed  freely 
and  without  redemption,  and  thofe1 
redeemable  which  are  ftill  in  force. 
Let  the  firft  be  no  longer  exadteb* 
nor  the  fecond  refufed.  Bear  in 
mind  the  three  facred  words  which 
guard  thefe  decrees,.  “  the  nation,  the 
law,  the  king”.  The  nation ;  that 
is,  yourfelves.  The  law;  that  is 
alfoyou;  it  is  your  will.  The  king; 
that  is,  the  guardian  of  the  law. 

Whatever  falfe  reports  may  be 
induftrioufly  propagated,  depend 
always  upon  this  union.  It  was  the 
king  they  deceived  formerly;  now 
it  is  you ;  and  the  fenfibility  of  the 
king  is  afflided  bv  their  fuccefs  :  he 
willies  to  prefer ve  his  people  from 
the  arts  of  thofe  flatterers,  whom  he 
has  driven  from  his  throne,  and 
from  whom  he  will  defend  the  era-' 
die  of  his  fon  ;  for  he  has  declared 
in  the  midftof  your  reprefentatives* 
that  he  will  make  the  heir  of  the 
crown  the  guardian  of  the  conftitu- 
tion. 

Hearken  not  to  thofe  who  fpeak 
of  two  parties  ;  there  is  but  one  ; 
we  have  all  fworn  it,  and  it  is  that 
of  liberty.  Her  vidory  is  lecure, 
attefted  by  new  conquefh  every  day  4 
let  obfcure  detradors  pour  out  their 
injurious  calumnies  againft  us ;  re* 
fled  only,  that  if  they  praifed  us,. 
France  would  be  undone.  Be  on 
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your  guard  how  you  awaken  their 
hopes,  by  diforders  and  trefpaffes 
againrt  the  law.  See  how  they  tri¬ 
umph  at  a  few  delays  in  the  collec¬ 
tion  of  the  impofts.  Ah  !  furnifii 
not  food  for  this  cruel  joy  !  Think 
that  this  debt — No,  tis  no  longer  a 
debt ;  it  is  a  facred  tribute,  and  it 
is  your  country  that  now  receives  it 
for  you,  and  ior  vour children :  fhe 
will  no  longer  fuffer  it  to  be  prodi¬ 
gally  confumed  on  depredators,  who 
would  without  reinorfe  fee  the 
fource  of  the  public  treafure  dried 
up,  now  that  its  ftream  is  turned 
slide  from  them  :  they  aim  at  mif- 
chief,  which  the  goodnefs  and  mag¬ 
nanimity  of  the  king  have  prevent¬ 
ed  and  rendered  impofftble. 

Frenchmen,  fecond  your  king ; 
by  a  facred  and  unfhaken  refpedt  for 
the  law,  defend  his  happinefs,  his 
virtues,  his  real  glory,  again  ft  the 
defigns  of  his  and  your  enemies  ; 
fhew  that  he  never  had  any  enemies 
buttho'eof  liberty;  inthemainte- 
nance  of  her,  and  the  fupport  of 
him,  fhew  that  your  conrtancy  equals 
your  courage  ;  that  in  the  caufe  of 
liberty,  of  which  he  is  the  guardi¬ 
an,  you  can  never  be  weary,  you 
will  be  indefatigable.  Your  laffi- 
tude  was  the  laft  hope  of  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  the  revolution :  chev  now 
Jofe  that;  pardon  them  their  groans, 
and,  without  hating  them,  deplore 
thefe remains  of  weaknefs,  thefe  in¬ 
firmities  of  humanity ;  feek,  we  will 
even  fay,  excufe!§  for  them.  Ob- 
ferve  the  concurrence  of  caufes  which 
would  naturally  prolong,  nourifh, 
and  almort  eternife  their  jllufion. 
Time  isneceffary  to  chafe  from  their 
memory  the  phantoms  of  a  long 
dream,  the  dreams-  of  a  long  life. 
Who  is  able  to  triumph  in  a  mo¬ 
ment  over  fixed  habits  of  the  mind, 
over  opinions  inculcated  in  infancy, 
ckerifhed  by  the  exterior  forms  of 
jfociety,  favoured  by  thq  public 
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rtavery,  which  they  imagined  to  be 
eternal,  dear  to  a  fpecies  of  pride, 
impofed  on  them  as  a  duty  ;  habits, 
in  fine,  which  flattered  perfohal  in- 
terert  in  a  thoufand  different  ways  ? 
To  lofeat  once  their  illudons,  their 
hopes,  their  mort  favourite  ideas, 
and  a  part  of  their  fortune ;  to  ex- 
pe<rt  they  fhould  fuffer  this  without 
reeret,  without  efforts,  without  that 
refiftance  which  is  at  the  beginning 
natural,  and  which  afterwards  a  falfe 
point  of  honour  impofes  as  a  duty, 
is  to  expedf  too  much  from  humani¬ 
ty  !  -Alas!  if  among  this  clafs  of 
men,  iattly  fo  favoured,  fome  are 
found  unable  to  bear  fo  many  Ioffes 
at  once,  be  generous ;  remember 
that  in  this  c.lafs have  been  found  al- 
fo  men  who  have  dared  to  raife 
themfelves  to  the  rank  of  citizens, 
intrepid  defenders  of  our  common 
rights;  and  in  the  bofom  even  of 
their  families,  oppofing  the  noble 
enthufiafm  ofliberty  to  the  tendered 
fentiments  of  nature. 

Lament,  Frenchmen,  the  blind 
vidHmsof  fo  many  deplorable  pre¬ 
judices  !  but  living  under  the  em¬ 
pire  of  the  laws,  let  not  the  word 
vengeance  be  any  more  pronounced. 
Courage,  perfeverance,  generortty ; 
thefe,  the  virtues  of  free  men,  we 
expedt  of  you,  and  demand  it  in 
the  name  of  that  facred  liberty,  the 
only  conquert  worthy  of  man,  wor¬ 
thy  of  you  ;  by  the  efforts,  bv  the 
facrifices  which  you  have  made  for 
her,  by  the  virtues  mingled  wjth  the 
misfortunes  inseparable  from  a  great 
revolution,  we  call  upon  you  not  to 
retard,  not  to  dilhonour  the  faireft 
work  that  the  annals  of  the  world 
have tranfmitted  to  memory. —What 
have  you  to  fe^r  ? — Nothing  ;  no, 
nothing,  but  a  fatal  impatience. 

Yet  a  few  mpments - It  is  for  lit 

berty !  So  many  ages  that  yon 
have  given  to  deipotifm !  Friends, 
citizens— a  generous,  in  lieu  of  a 
(H  3)  fervilc 
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fervile  patience!  this  is  what  we  afk 
of  von.  We  afk  it  in  the  name  of 
your  country  ;  you  have  one  now  : 
in  the  name  of  your  king  ;  you  have 
a  king,  now  ;  he  is  devoted  to  you  ; 
no  longer  the  king  of  a  fewi  thou- 
fands  of  men,  but  the  king,  of  the 
.French  — — - — - of  ail  French¬ 

men!  How  mu  ft  he  now  defpife 
defpotifm  !  How  mu  ft  he  now  hate 
it !- — King  of  a  free  people  ! — How 
muft  he  now  fee  and  acknowledge 
the  error  of  thofe  delufive  vifions, 
cherifhed  by  a  court,  which  called 
itfelf  his  people :  delufions  which 
were  fpread  around  his  cradle,  which 
are  entlofed,  as  with  defign,-  in  the 
circle  of  royal  education,  and  with 
which  men  have,  in  all  times,  fought 
tocompofe  the  infant  underftanding 
of  kings,  in  order  to" draw  from  the  - 
errors  of- their  judgment  the  patri¬ 
mony  of  courts.  Your  king  is  now 
vour’s.  Ah  !  how  dear  is  he  to  us 
fincehjs  people  are  become  his  court ! 
Will  you  refufe  him  the  tranquillity, 
the  happinefs  he  fo  much  deferves  ? 
— May-  he  from  henceforward  hear 
no  more  of  thofe  violent  fcenes 
which,  have  fo  afflidted  his  heart: 
May  hej  on  .  the  contrary,  hear  of 
order  -  being  re-rgftablifhed,  of  pro¬ 
perty  being  every  where  refpedlcd 
that  ypu  receive,.,  and  place  under 
the  regis  of  .the  Jaw, -the  innocent 
and  the  culpable.. - .—The  culpa¬ 

ble  ?  None  are, culpable,  but  thofe 
whom  the  laws:  have  pronounced  to 
be  fo.-- -Or  rather,  -  may  he  hear,, 
may  your  yirtuous  monarch  hear 
of  fame  of  thofe.  traits  of  genero- 
fity,  thofe  noble  examples,  which 

have  already  ilUfttrated  the  birth  of 
0 

French  liberty, - Aftonifh  him 

with  your  virtues,  in  order  that  he 
may  the  fooner  reap  the  fruit  of  his 
own  hafteif  for  his  fake,  the.mo- 
ment  of  public  tranquillity,  and  the 
fpedtacle  of  your. own  felicity. 

As  for  us,  profecuting  our  labori¬ 


ous  tafk,  devoted,  confecrated  to  the 
grand  bufmefs  of  the  conftitution, 
(your  work,  as  well  as  ours)  we  will 
terminate  it ;  and,  aided  by  all  the 
lights  of  France,  we  fhall  conquer 
every  obftacle.  Satisfied  in  our  con¬ 
fidence,  convinced,  and  already 
•happy,  in  your  approaching  felicity, 
we  will  place  in  your  hand^  this  fa- 
cred  depofit  of  the  conftitution  un¬ 
der  the  guard  of  new  virtues,  the 
feeds  of  which,  contained  in  your 
minds,  will  begin  to  bloom  in  the 
firft  days  of  liberty. 


The  Third  Addrefs ,  o  f  the  National 

AJJemhly  to  the  People  of  France , 

May,,  3,  179c. 

On  the  Suhjedl  of  the  AJignats. 

THE  national  aftembly  have  juft 
made  a  great  ftep  towards  the  rege¬ 
neration  of  the  finances.  They 
have  determined  upon  great  facri- 
fices ;  they  have  been  ftopt  by  no 
obftacle,  by  no  prejudice ;  their  du¬ 
ty  was  impofed  on  them  bv  the  fafe- 
ty  of  the  ftate.  Hoping  every  thing 
from  public  fpirit,  which  every  day 
Teems  to  acquire  new  force,  the  na¬ 
tional  aftembly  might  have  been  en¬ 
abled  not  to  fear  any  falfe  interpre- 
•  tat-ion  of  their  motives,  and  to  rely 
upon  their  purity  :  but  this  confci- 
oufnels ,  is  not  alone  fufficient  for 
them  ;  they  with  the  whole  nation 
.  to  be  their  judge,  and  never  were 
greater  interefts  brought  before  a 
more  auguft  tribunal,  • 

..  To  give  a  conftitution- to  an  em« 
pire,  to  fix  by  that  the  deftiny  of  the 
public  fortune,  and  by  the  public 
fortune- the  fupport  of  the  conftitu¬ 
tion  ;  fuch  was  the  bufinefs  of  -the 
nation!  aftembly. 

Frenchmen!  the  foundations  of  the 
conftitution  -  are  laid  :  the  king 
whom  you  love  has  accepted  them. 
Your  fuffrages  have  gathered  this 
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firft  fruit  of  our  toils  ;  and  from 
that  moment  we  proceeded  with 
certainty  to  labour  for  a  free  peo- 
'•  pie,  ana  undertook  to  re-eftablifh 
order  in  the  finances. 

A  gulf 'yawned  before  us  ;  in  vain 
did  taxes,  at  once  burdenfome  and 
exceffive,  devour  the  fubftance  of 
the  people  ;  they  were  not  fuificient 
•for  the  immenfe  public  charges ; 
fixty  millions  of  new  fubfdies  would 
hardly  have  paid  them,"  and  while 
the  moil  neceffarv  expeiices  were  in 
arrears,  while  the  mold  legitimate 
creditors  were  fubjeffed  to  unjuft 
•delays,  even  the  refources  of  futu¬ 
rity  v/ere  not  heldfacred. 

To  fuch  great  diforders  the  nati¬ 
onal  aftembly  has  only  oppoled  your 
authority,  and  its  own  courage  and 
principles.  Equally  juft  and  firm, 
what  each  of  you  would  have 

J 

faid  it  has  laid  in  your  name. 
Fidelity  to  all  engagements,  relief 
for  the  people  :  fuch  was  your  willi, 
and  fuch  has  been  their  oath. 

A  ftrifit  enquiry  into  the  expences 
has  proved  to  them,  that  the  amount 
of  the  former  revenues  would  be 
more  than  fufficient,  when  they 
ceafed  to  be  lavifhed  away.  They 
immediately  ordered  all  thofe  ceco- 
iiomical  retrenchments  which  could 
take  place  without  delay,  and  made 
every  preparation  for  what  might 
come  after. 

The  examination  of  the  ancient 
revenues  convinced  them,  that  the 
people  might  greatly  be  relieved 
.without  impoyeri filing  the  public 
treafurv  ;  the  moft  ruinous  of  the 
taxes  has  already  been  replaced  by  a 
fubfidy,  which  is  not  aggravated  by 
the.  immenfe  expences  of  coliecfiion  ; 
and  this  firft  operation  is  only  an  ef- 
fay  of  a  general  plan. 

The  arrear  of  expence  was  be¬ 
yond  calculation  ;  and  the  diforder, 

.  favoured  by  the  darknefs  in  vvhic  1 
it  was.  involved,  perpetuated  itfiT, 


The  aftembly  threw  light  upon  this 
obfcurity,  i'ubjeffed  to  a  ftrift  liqui¬ 
dation  ail  the  debts  up  to  the  firft  of . 
January  laft,  and  to  a  regular  pay¬ 
ment  all  the  expences  commencing 
from  that  day. 

Great  part  of ’the  revenues  of  the 
year  was  abforbed  by  anticipations  ; 
and  their  renewal  would  have  been 
continued  in  following  years,  fo  as 
to  put  the  moft  urgent  wants  and  the 
moft  iacred  engagements  to  the  ha¬ 
zard  of  an  uncertain  and  ruinous 
credit.  The  aftembly  refolved  no 
longer  to  facrifice  the  future  to  the 
prelent,  and  without  further  calcula¬ 
tion  prohibited  all  new  anticipations. 

At  the  fame  time,  they  employed 
all  their  co-operators,  fome  to  in- 
veftigate  the  public  debt,  ,by  pre¬ 
paring  its  liquidation  ;  others  to  de- 
vife  a  fyftem  of  ,  taxation  founded 
on  the  bafts  of  liberty,  and  regu¬ 
lated  by  real  convenience  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  weal ;  fome  to  combine  the  wants 
of  the  ftate  with  thofe  of  agricul¬ 
ture  and  commerce;  and  others  to 
determine  the  value  of  thofe  do¬ 
mains  which,  in  lefts  happy  or  lefts 
enlightened  times,  our  anceftors  had 
aftigned  for  the  difcharge  of  a  part  of 
the  public  expences.  The  national 
aftembly  was  thus  preparing  the  ma¬ 
terials  of  that  regenerating  fyftem, 
which  the  reprefentatives  of  the  na¬ 
tion  could  alone  undertake  with 
any  hope  of  fuccefs. 

This  vaft  plan,  the  fruit  of  Inch 

diverfified  labours,  could  not  pro- 

mile  fuccefsfu!  refults.  until  a  future 

period.  The  national  aftembly  have 

.  fixed  its  term  irrevocably  in  the  next 
*  ** 

year;  and  to  reach  it  at  that  ana, 
without  endangering  either  the  pub¬ 
lic  fafety,  or  t  lie  principles  of  a  wife 
adminiftration,  they  have  directed 
their  attention  b  Icily  to  the  .  urgent 
wantsol  the  prefentyear. 

It  is  on  this  year,  particularly, 
that  the  accumulated  weight  of  all 
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the  preceding  diforders  falls.  While 
the  greateft  part  of  the  ordinary  re¬ 
ceipts  were  fufpended  or  deftroved, 
either  by  the  fhocks  infeparable  from 
the  happieft  revolution,  or  by  that 
uncertainty  which  accompanies  even 
the  mod  favourable  changes ;  while 
the  reduction  of  e-x peaces  furnifhed 
as  yet  but  flow  and  gradual  fuccours ; 
it  was  neeeffary,  at  once  to  provide 
for  the  general  charges  of  adminif- 
tration,  to  pay  off  a  debt  oF  170 
millions,  contracted,  on  the  faith  of 
of  the  public,  with  a  bank  whole  cre¬ 
dit  was  the  only  refource  of  la  ft 
year;  to  extinguifh  hi  millions  of 
the  anticipations  proferibed  by  our 
decrees  and  the  voice  of  the  public  ; 
and  to,  become  juft  again  to  thefe 
creditors  of  the  fpte  who  have  not 
yet  received  their  annuities  for  the 
year  1788,  and  whole  eafy  or  dif- 
trefied  circumffances  have  fo  diredt 
an  influence  upon  all  the  daffies  of 
the  mduftrious. 

On  fuch  a  combination  of  affairs 
the  aftembly  ventured  to  fix  their 
attention  without  defpairing  of  their 
country,  and  without  being  deterred 
from  their  firm  refolution  of  reject¬ 
ing  every  meafure  that  might  prove 
an  obftaele  to  the  fuccefs  of  their  de¬ 
signs  for  the  year  791. 

The  fafetv  of  the  date  then  evi¬ 
dently  depended  upon  the  difeovery 
and  employ  bent  of  refoui  cesat  once 
new  and  iminejife,  with  which  it 
might  be  podible '  to  reach  that  im¬ 
portant  epoch,  and,  above  all,  to 
reach  it  without  an  '  increafe  of 
charges  already  too  heavy,'  and 
without  the  iilufive  means'  of  an 
annihilated  credit. 

determined  by  thefe  powerful 
coraid erat  ions,  convinced,  after  a 
profound  'examination,  that  they 
proceeded  in  the  only  proper  way, 
the  national  ailembly  rejected  every 
uncertain  expedient ;  they  had  con¬ 
fidence  t-0  believe  th*t  a  powerful 


nation,  that  a  free  people,  governed 
bv  the  laws,  could  in  difficult  cir* 
cumllances  exaCt  from  themfeives 
what  arbitrary  power  would  in  vain 
have  foliated  from  public  confi¬ 
dence,  The  affembiy  had  already 
decreed,  the  ic/th  of  la  ft  December, 
a  creation  of  affignats  on  the  pro¬ 
duct  of  a  fale  of  tcclefiaftral  pro¬ 
perty  and  domains,  to  the  amount 
of  400  millions ;  they  had  already 
deftined  them  for  reftm buifernents, 
and  as  a  fubfidy  for  the  expences 
of  the  current  year ;  in  confirming 
anew  thefe  difpofitions,  the  national 
aftcmbly  have  juft  decreed  that  thefe 
aflignats  fftopld  perform  the  office 
of  money. 

Delivered  by  this  in  great  meafure 
from  all  uncertainty,  and  from  all 
the  ruinous  effects  of  a  credit  perpe¬ 
tually  abandoned  to  the  caprices  of 
avarice,  the  nation  has  only  need  of 
union,  conftanev,  and  ftrmnefs,  or, 
in  one  word,  of  itfelf,  to  affure  the 
happieft  effects  from  this  decree,  and 
to  reftore  vigour,  abundance,  and 
profperity  to  the  public  treafury, 
to  commerce,  and  to  all  the  branches 
of  exhaufted  induftry. 

The  enemies  of  liberty,  French¬ 
men,  can  alone  weaken  this  hope  ; 
it  is  of  confeque nee  to  render  inef¬ 
fectual  their  infinuations ;  it  is  of 
conlequence  to  prove  to  a  demon » 
fixation,  that  the  refolution  of  the 
national  afiembly  is  not  founded 
folely  on  the  moft  inevitable  n  cef- 
fity,  but  alfo  011  found  principles; 
that  it  is  attended  with  no  inconve¬ 
nience  ;  that,  in  ftiort,  under  every 
point  of  view,  it  is  a  wife  and  falu- 
iary  law. 

1  Look  back  for  a  moment— it 
was  the  diforder  in  the  finances 
which  brought  to  us  the  happy 
ftays  of  liberty.  Called  by  a  citi¬ 
zen -king  to  the  fuccoyr  of  the 
public  weal,  you  could  not  lave  it 
in  a  lure  -and  honourable  way  for 

your* 
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yoitrfelves  and  him,  but  by  deftroy- 
ing  the  caufes  which',' after  having 
once  overwhelmed  you  with  evils, 
might  one  day  produce  them  again, 
and  perhaps  render  them  incurable. 
Contempt  for  the  rights  of  men  was 
the  fcurce  of  your  misfortunes  ?  from 
the  firft  moment  your  reprefentatives 
thought  it  incumbent  to  place  the 
rights  of  men  as  the  bails  of  a  con- 
Ilicution  calculated  to  prefer ve  to 
the  kingdom  its  ftrength,  to  Fiench- 
men  their  dignity,  to  the  public  Weal 
all  the  advantages  refulting  from  our 
fortunate  fituation.  From  that  mo¬ 
ment,  alfo,  the  true  reprefentatives 
of  the  nation,  thofe  wno  requiring 
nothing  for  themfdves  have  demand¬ 
ed  every  thing  for  it,  have  had  mcef- 
fant  oattles  to  tight ;  they  have  fought 
them  with  courage ;  and  the  national 
ailembly  has  thence  become  better 
acquainted  with  your  true  inte¬ 
rtits. 

Wherever,  under  a  free  govern 
meat,  man  enjoys  all  the  rights  of 
which  fociety  cannot  deprive  him 
without  injustice,  the  fpirit  of  cor¬ 
porations  cannot  be  preierved  with¬ 
out  danger.  It  tends  conftantly  to 
make' a  Reparation  between  its  own 
and  the  common  intereft.  All  means 
left  for  its  union  are  oifenfive  wea¬ 
pons.  In  vain  will  the  facred  inte- 
refts  of  religion  be  introduced  to 
juftify  an' exception  to  thefe  princi¬ 
ples,  without  which  liberty  cannot 
exift.  'The  holy  duties  which  reli¬ 
gion  enjdinsj  the  auguif  myiferies  of 
which  it  pfeferve?  the  tradition,  re¬ 
quire  undoubtedly  a  particular  pro- 
feftion,  &  profeliidn  that  dedicates  a 
whole  life  to  fupport  great  truths  by 
great  examples;  but  it  ought  not  to 
feparate  thofe  who  embrace  it  from 
the  reft  of  the  citizens:  the  ?norai 
influence  of  religion  ought  to  give  no 
polticat  influence  to  its  nikflen. 
Therefore,  when  labouring  to  rege¬ 
nerate  France,  to  reftore  her  true 
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liberty,  to  unite  all  private  interefts, 
all  particular  wills,  under  the  empire 
of  the  general  will,  the  nation  had, 
a  right  to  re  fume  the  difpolal  <  f 
thofe  pofTeffions  which  could  nev._r 
ceale  to  belong  to  her,  which  ferv  d 
lefs  for  the  decent  maintenance  of 
the  true  miniftersof  the  gofpel,  than 
to  conftitufe  a  flats  w/tbin.  a  fla  e^ 
and  to  promote  a  dangerous  inde¬ 
pendence. 

Henceforth  the  nation  is  to  make 
the  wifeft  ufe  of  that  property,  ac¬ 
cording  to  eircumftances. 

To  provide  for  the  expences  of 
the  public  fafety,  to  difcharge  thefe 
engagements,  of  which  the  fufpen- 
fion  is  equally  difaftrous  to  the  citi¬ 
zens,  and  fhameful  to  the  nation, 
are  the  fir  ft  wants,  or  rather  fir  ft 
duties.  Would  it  have  been  poflible 
to  negledl  them  jong,  without  ha¬ 
zarding  the  fate  of  the  minifters  of 
religion  themfdves?  Is  it  poffible 
to  conceive  a  clafs  of  men,  a  clafs 
of  properties,  which  would  not  have 
been  ruined  by  confufion  and  anar¬ 
chy  ?  The  national  aflembly  would 
then  have  been  wanting  to  every 
principle  —  would  have  betrayed, 
your  confidence,  had  they  hefitated 
to  fet  apart,  from  this  moment,  a 
portion  of  the  national  domains  for 
the  common  fafety  and  relief  of  the 
nation  at  larp-e. 

o 

What  eircumftances  were  evei 
more  imperious  ?  The  enemies  of 
liberty  have  no  refource  but  in  the 
difordtrs  and  complaints  of  nailery  ; 
they  are  certainly  infatuated,  if  they 
hope  to  triumph  by  our  defpair; 
but  we  fhouid  not  dtftrve  to  be  free, 
jf  we  did  not  join  all  our  efforts  to 
prevent  fuch  deplorable  extremities, 

'Thus,  governed  by  the  fureft  po¬ 
litical  principles,  and  the  moft  ur¬ 
gent  wants,  the  national  aftembly, 
accepting  the  intervention  and  aiiiff- 
ance  of  the  municipalities,  has  de¬ 
creed  the  iale  of  thefe  domains,  the 
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well-applied  ufe  whereof  can  alone 
flop  the 'progrefs  of  the  evil;  and 
fince  their  former  adminiftration  can 
no  longer  fublift,  lince  by  their  cir¬ 
culation  they  wrill  become  a  more 
fertile  fource  of  national  riches,  the 
aftembly  has  difcharged  every  duty 
in  difpofing  of  thefe  polfelftons ; — 
but  from  that  time  it  became  necef- 
fary  to  carry  to  the  charge  of  the 
whole  nation,  all  the  expences  for 
which  thefe  provided. 

To  the  nation  belong  religion, 
its  minifters,  the  religious  orders, 
the  poor;  your  reprefentatives  have, 
therefore,  decreed,  that  henceforth 
the  charges  of  worfhip,  the  juft  and 
honourable  maintenance  of  the  mi- 
nifters  of  the  altars,  the  fupport  of 
the  religious,  and  of  the  poor,  fhall 
be  furnifhed  from  the  national  trea- 
fury ;  they  have  placed  the  creditors 
of  the  clergy  among  the  creditors  of 
the  ftate.  To  the  polfelftons  of  the 
church,  which  are  in  the  nation, 
they  have  added  all  that  belong  to 
the  nation,  in  order  to  anfwer  the 
fame  charges.  Thefe  difpofitions 
are  wife  ;  at  no  time  will  you  make 
any  more  fare,  more  conformable 
to  true  policy,  or  more  confonant 
to  the  true  fpirit  of  religion. 

Frenchmen !  you  will  fupport  all 
thefe  meafures ;  you  will  not  fuffer 
the  leaft  reftftance  to  retard  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  the  decrees  of  the  aftembly, 
famftioned  by  the  king. 

Let  fuch  amongft  you,  whom  it 
will  fuit  to  purchafe  the  lands  that 
are  to  be  fold,  prefent  themfeives 
without  fear :  the  property  they 
will  acquire  is  allured  to  them  ;  it' 
is  from  the  nation  itfelf  they  will 
hold  it.  Defpots,  tyrants,  they  who 
govern  without  laws,  owe  each  other 
nothing;  they  can  with  impunity 
deftroy  each  other’s  operations.  A 
nation  does  not  thus  ftrike  againft 
herfelf.  What  intereft  could  fhe 
have  to.  difpofiefs  him  whom  fhe  had 


put  in  pofielfton  ?  To  do  fo,  it  is 
neceiTary  to  conceive  her  as  tramp¬ 
ling  under  foot  the  laws  flie  has 
given  to  herfelf,  or  rather  to  fup- 
pofe  it  poffible  for  her  to  confent  to 
expofe  herfelf  anew  to  the  pillage 
of  defpotifm,  and  again  permit  a 
few  men  to  invade  her  liberty.  The 
■conftitution,  which  every  one  of  you 
has  fworn  to  maintain,  guarantees 
us  for  ever  from  this  misfortune. 

If  then  you  can  purchafe  of  the 
nation  with  ikfety,  if  every  idea  to 
the  contrary  be  repugnant  to  all  ap¬ 
pearance  of  reafon,  the  national  af- 
fembly  could  difpofe  beforehand  of 
the  product  of  thofe  Tales  which  they 
have  decreed ;  and  this  is  the  pur- 
pole  of  the  alftgnats.  The  effedfs, 
of  which  they  reprefen  t  the  pro¬ 
duce,  form  their  intrinfic  value; 
and  that  value  is  as  evident  as  that 
of  the  metal  contained  in  our  com¬ 
mon  coin,  Thefe  alftgnats  mioRt 
have  been  neceftary,  fooner  or  later, 
in  order  to  diftribute  among  the  cre¬ 
ditors  of  the  ftate  that  part  of  the 
effects  which  was  deftined,  by  our 
firft  decrees,  to  fupply  the  public 
treafury ;  but  be  the  diftribution 
fooner  or  later,  that  circumftance 
changes  not  their  nature. 

Their  value  remains  the  fame ; 
and  if  the  alftgnats  are  delivered 
out  before  the  effefls  are  fold,  it  is 
becaufe  there  is  a  want  of  money 
to  replace  quickly  what  has  difap- 
peared  from  circulation. — Without 
this  falutary  anticipation,  neither 
the  public  treafury,  nor  you,  could 
get  through  this  dangerous  crilis, 
to  which  it  is  fo  important  to  put 
an  end.  .  . 

The  national  aftembly,  however, 
have  given  up  no  principle  to  the 
laws  of  imperious  necelftty.  They 
examined  this  alftgnat-money,  under 
every  point  of  view,  before  they 
came  to  a  determination.  They 
have  not  fpt  aftde  the  vain  declama- 
1  tions 
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tions  on  the  ancient  abufes  of  paper- 
money,  but  after  the  moft  exabt 
analvfis  of  their  fcheme.  They  have 
confidere'd' that  gold  and  filver  mo¬ 
ney  itfelf  has  two  different  values  : 
the  one  as  merchandize,  the  other 
as  the  fHn  of  exchange.  The  firft  be- 
ing  capable  of  variation,  according 
to  fcardty  or  abundance,  which  al¬ 
ways  raifes  or  lowers  the  price  of  all 
commodities,  it  was  neceffary  that 
the  law  fhould  ftamp  the  fecond  va¬ 
lue  as  unalterable,  to  avoid  multi¬ 
plying  embarraffments  in  commerce. 

The  exabtcorrefpondence  of  thefe 
two  values  would  be  to  money  the 
point  of  perfeftion  ;  hence  the  le¬ 
gal  fign  of  exchange  ought  always 
to  be  as  nearly  as  poffible  of  a  real 
value,  equal  to  the  value  of  conven¬ 
tion.  For  this  reafon,  paper-money, 
without  an  effeblive  value  (which  it 
cannot  have,  unlefs  it  reprefent  fpe- 
cial  property),  is  inadmiffible,  in 
commerce,  to  ftand  in  competition 
with  the  metals  which  have  a  real 
value,  independent  of  all  conven¬ 
tion.  This  is  the  reafon  why  that 
paper-money,  which  had  no  other 
balls  than  authority,  always  caufed 
the  ruin  of  the  countries  where  it 
was  eftablifhed.  Hence  too  the 
bank-bills,  of  1720,  after  occafion- 
ing  the  greateft  misfortunes,  have 
left  nothing  behind  them  but  pain¬ 
ful  recollebtions.  The  national  af¬ 
fembly  were  unwilling  to  expofevou 
to  this  danger ;  and,  therefore,  when 
they  gave  the  affignats  an  obligatory 
value  of  convention,  they  had  firft 
affured’to  them  a  real  and  immove¬ 
able  value,  a  value  which  enables 
them  to  fupport  advantageoufly  a 
competition  with  the  metals  them- 
felves. 

Of  what  ufe  would  affignats  be 
which  people  were  at  liberty  to  re- 
fufe  ?  Placed  as  merchandife  in  com¬ 
merce,  far  from  helping  thefcarcity  of 
Ipecie?  they  would  render  that  fear- 
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city  ftill  more  inconvenient,  and  per¬ 
haps  more  fatal ;  for  the  price  of 
commodity  muft  neceflarily  decreafe 
every  time  it  becomes  more  com¬ 
mon,  efpecialiy  at  that  moment 
when  the  means  of  purch.afing  it  are 
become  more  rare. 

The  common  pieces  of  money, 
without  a  forced  currency,  would 
have  been  an  inconvenience  almoft 
equal  to  that  of  free  affignats  ;  they 
would  only  appear  in  circulation 
as  an  article  of  merchandife,  of 
which  the  price  might  vary  every 
inftant.  Nothing  could  be  tranf- 
abled  but  with  a  thoufand  difficul¬ 
ties.  It  is  then  indifpenfable  that 
the  law  fhould  fix  the  courfe  of  the 
ufual  money,  and  that  it  fhould  re¬ 
gulate  as  authoritatively  whatever  is 
to  fuppiy  the  place  of  fpecie  in  the 
circulation.  But  the  legifiator  has 
no  right  to  give  it  this  legitimate 
ch arable r,  till  he  is  firft  affured  of 
the  value  which  he  hath  ftamped  on 
it ;  and  thus  the  national  affembly 
have  afted.  They  created  no  affig- 
nat-money,  till  after  having  afeer- 
tained  a  mafs  of  national  effebls 
which  could  be  difpofed  of,  and 
formed  from  them  a  fubfidy  of  400 
millions  for  the  aid  of  the  public 
treafury. 

The  national  affembly  expebh, 
therefore,  to  fee  all  good  French¬ 
men  applaud  this  meafure.  It  de¬ 
livers  them  from  all  the  baneful  fyf- 
tem  of  fhifts  in  finance ;  it  eafes  the 
revenues  of  the  ftate  of  a  confidera- 
ble  expence  ;  it  prepares  the  extinc¬ 
tion  of  the  public  debt ;  it  is  ufeful 
to  induftry  :  in  a  word,  it  is  worthy 
of  an  enlightened  nation,  who  will 
neither  deceive  themfelves  nor  de¬ 
ceive  others. 

*'  The  intereft  upon  the  affignats 
will  foon  bring  back  the  fpecie  now 
hid ;  already  have  they  produced 
an  immediate  and  favourable  change 
in  regard  to  foreigners ;  that  will 
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be, completed  ;  every  thing  will  at 
once  he  recovered  the  moment  the 
provinces  fhallbeat  unifon  with  the 
capital  in  the  ufe  of  aflignats. 

Is  it  neceffary  that  the  national 
affembly  fhould  give  aiTuranc.es  to 
their  fellow  citizens  as  to  the  fate  of 
religion  and  her  m millers ;  as  to 
that  of  all  thofe  who  might  regard 
the  poffcffions  of  the  church  as  a 
mortgage  or  patrimony  ?  What  ! 
will  the  mortgage  of  the  creditors 
pf  the  clergy  be  weakened,  becaufe., 
it  will  p.afs  into  the  hands  of  the  na¬ 
tion  ;  becaufe  the  church  lands  will 
hereafter  be  cultivated  by  the  true 
proprietors ;  becaufe  the  induftri- 
ous  care  of  fathers  of  families  will 
be  fubftituted  in  place  of  the  exerti¬ 
ons  of  a  life-renter,  which  exhaufled 
the  fources  of  production,  that  pro- 
vid.eni  ceconomy  which  referees  them 
for  the  nou ri lh men t  of  generations  ? 
Mull  we  remind  yon  that  the  natio¬ 
nal  affembly,  enlightened,  fupported, 
and  encouraged  by  your  labours,  re¬ 
generates  without  defiroyitfg  ;  that 
the  ruins  with  which  they  feem  fur- 
rounded  are  the  h  ail  fupports  of  def 
potifm,  and  not  the  iolid  props  of 
public  profperity  ?  What  imports 
it,  what  property  frail  difeharge 
vour  debt  to  the  min  liters  of  reli¬ 
gion,  provided  they  are  honourably 
treated,  provided  their  fa  1  ary  re¬ 
moves  them  not  from  their  duty  ; 
but  brings  them,  on  the  contrary, 
nearer  to  thofe  men  whom  they 
fhould  e  dify,  indruCI,  and  confide  ? 
Where  is  the  example  of  a  people 
who,  in  becoming  free,  became  un- 
juft  towards  thofe  who  ferved  them  ? 
And  have  we  not  fixed  the  ex  ponces 
of  religion  in  the  firft  clafs  of  pub¬ 
lic  expences  ;  juft  as  you  all  place 
religion  itfelf  in  the  firft  ra,nk  of 
your  duties  ? 

When  it  is  fo  evident  that  liberty 
improves  man  ;  that  it  gives  him  vir¬ 
tues  by  reftoring  to  him  his  dignity  ; 
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that  it  frees  him  not  from  fn perdi¬ 
tion,  but  by  communicating  greater 
force  to  the  duties  of  morality ; 
how  blind  and  perverfe  mull  it  be 
to  feek  to  perfuade  you  that  vou  be- 
come  irreligious,  that  you  defpife 
the  guardians  of  manners  and  mo* 
rality,  becaufe,  ioftead  .of  leaving 
to  the  clergy  the  difpofal  of  their 
poffeflions,  you  maintain  them  with 
the  money  of  your  treafury  !  Can 
vou  allow  they  fliould  believe  vou 

*  J  * 

iefs  beneficent  to  your  poor  bre¬ 
thren,  becaufe  the  laws  themfelves 
will  watch  over  them,  and  becaufe 
the  rights  of  man  are  more  than 
ever  recognized,  and  held  facred  ? 

After  having  proved  to  you  the 
fafety  of  the  affignat-money,  the 
juflice  and  the  wifdom  of  its  refolu- 
tions  which  form  its  foundation, 
what  objections  have  we  to  over¬ 
throw  ?  Need  we  apply  to  the  fri¬ 
volous  fear  of  forgery,  while  it  is 
fo  eafy  to  counteract  its  effefts,  and 
to  oppofe  thereto  a  vigilance,  of 
which  the  incefiant  exertion  will 
multiply  around  you  the  means  of 
fecurity  and  of  verification  ? 

The  national  affembly  will  omit 
nothing  to  accomplish  this  mod  ho¬ 
nourable  enterprise.  Be  not  forget¬ 
ful  on  your  part,  that,  without  the 
efforts  of  your  reprtfentatives,  the 
misfortunes  of  this  year  would  have 
brought  on  the  lots  of  futurity  3 
that  this  futurity  is  thenceforth 
yours ;  that  the  operation  of  the 
affignat-money  was  the  only  thing 
that  could  turn  it  to  your  account ; 
that  it  is  linked  with  the  comTitu- 
tion  ;  that  it  is  a  happy  effect  of  it  j 
that  it  is  contaminated  by  no  fifeal 
interefts;  that  it  delivers  the  public 
dock  from  that  art  fo  fatally  deceit¬ 
ful,  by  which,  for  fo  long  a  time, 
our  credulity  and  refourpes  have 
been  abufed. 

After  thefe  explanations,  can  you 
heft  t  ate  to  give  your  fit 
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Uili  gnat-money,  to  regard  as  your 
enemies,  and  as  the  enemies  of  liberty, 
thofe  who  would  feek  to  interrupt 
their  currency,  to  deftroy  the  juft 
confidence  you  owe  to  yourfelves,  to 
your  own  interefts,  to  the  decrees 
palled  by  your  reprefen tatives,  by 
citizens  chofen  by  you,  animated 
by  your  fpirit,  and  courageoutly 
devoted  to  the  conflicts  you  have  ap¬ 
pointed  them  ? 

You  will  not  forget,  Frenchmen, 
that  union  is  the  fafety  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  who  want  to  break  their  chains  ; 
you  will  not  forget,  that  the  af¬ 
fect!  hiy  to  whom  you  have  com¬ 
mitted  the  right  of  reprefenting 
the  nation,  is  the  only  center  of  that 
union.  They  occupy  themfelves,  in 
concert  with  your  king,  to  preferve 
forever  your  rights  from  the  attempts 
of  arbitrary  power ;  to  guarantee 
your  polfeffions.tbe  fruit  of  your  pains 
and  cares,  from  the  rapacious  hands 
of  depredators.  All  their  diforders 
arenow  before  our  eyes.  Thecaufes 
which  promoted  them  point  out  to 
us  thofe  which  fhould  preferve  you 
from  them.  They  can  no  longer 
impofe  them  on  us  by  vain  fophifms 
—  thofe  complex  admmiftrations 
have  difappeared,  which  wrere  con¬ 
tracted  rather  to  ferve  as  a  refuge  to 
abufes  than  to  prevent  them.  Either 
we  fhall  be  ruined,  or  the  contri¬ 
butions  of  your  juflice  and  patrio- 
tifm  fhali  be  conffantly  and  faith¬ 
fully  applied  to  their  proper  defti  na¬ 
tion.  The  fame  funds  which  you 
fhall  appoint  to  the  extinction  of 
the  debt,  will  ferve  only  to  ex- 
tinguilhthe  debt ;  thofe  which  ought 
to  maintain  the  public  force,  and  the 
defenders  of  the  country,  on  a  re- 
fpeCtable  footing,  will  have  no  other 
defti  nation.  Religion,  its  minif- 
ters,  the  poor,  will  have  no  reafon 
to  fear  that  what  is  fet  apart  for 
them,  may  be  fquandered  for  other 
purpofes.  The  majefty  of  the  throne, 
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become  more  fplendid  Rill  by  its  ali¬ 
gn  If  functions,  that  of  executing  the 
laws  of  a  free  people,  will  be  no 
more  expofed  to  hear  the  groans  of 
filch  a  number  of  the  wretched* 
The  criminal  extension  of  impoffs^ 
the  avidity  of  collectors  who  would 
extend  them  flill  farther,  will  no 
longer  prove  a  ftain  in  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  belt  of  kings. 

Order,  regularity,  and  their  un- 
fliaken  guardian,  the  loyalty  of  the 
public,  will  univerfally  become  the 
guarantees  of  obedience,  and  the 
Safeguard  of  your  properties, 

Frenchmen  !  fecond  the  national 
alfembly  by  your  confidence ;  its  in¬ 
defatigable  toils  deferve  it.  A  little 
longer,  and  the  advantages  of  our 
conffitution  will  reach  all  clafles  of 
fociety.  A  little  more  time,  and  no 
people  will  have  fo  much  deferved 
the  benedictions  of  the  human  race* 


Letter  from  the  King  to  the  Prejident 
of  the  National  AJfembly  o  f  France, 
containing  certain  Arrangements  and 
Demands,  which  were,  in  confe - 
qucnecj  unanimoyjly  decreed . 

Paris,  June  9,  1790* 

Sis, 

EMBARRASSED  between  th« 
principles  of  a  flriCf  ceconomy,  and 
the  confideration  of  thofe  expences 
which  the  fplendour  of  the  French 
throne  and  the  reprefentation  of  the 
chief  of  a  great  nation  require,  I 
would  have  preferred  referring  my- 
felf  to  the  national  atfembly,  to  fix 
the  ffate  of  my  eflablifhment.  But 
I  yield  to  their  repeated  folicitatio'ns, 
and  I  addrefs  to  you  this  anfwer, 
which  I  requeft  you  would  commu¬ 
nicate  to  them. 

I  would  fain  have  referred  myfelf 
wholly  to  the  national  affembly  for 
the  determination  of  the  fum  appli¬ 
cable  to  the  expences  of  my  civill  and 
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military  eftablifhment ;  but  their 
new  folicitations,  and  the  expreflions 
with  which  their  wifli  is  accompanied, 
have  prevailed  on  me  to  change  my 
refolution.  I  am  therefore  to  come 
to  a  clear  explanation  with  them. 

The  expences,  known  under  the 
name  of  thofe  of  the  king’s  houfebold , 
comprehend, 

I.  The  expences  relative  to  my 
perfon,  to  the  queen,  the  education 
of  my  children,  and  to  the  houfes  of 
my  aunts ;  and  I  ought  immediately 
to  add  thereto  the  eftablifhment  of  a 
houfe  for  my  lifter,  which  fhe  has 
every  right  to  expedt  from  me: 

II.  The  buildings  and  moveables 
of  the  crown. 

III.  and  bftly,  My  military  efta¬ 
blifhment,  which,  in  the  plans  com¬ 
municated  to  the  military  committee, 
makes  no  part  of  the  expences  of  the 
army. 

The  whole  amount  of  thefe  dif¬ 
ferent  objedfs,  notwithftanding  the 
reductions  which  have  taken  place, 
ftnce  my  acceffion  to  the  throne,  is 
ftill  about  thirty-one  millions,  inde¬ 
pendent  of  a  tax  of  aids  in  the  city 
of  Verfailles,  amounting  to  900,000 
Jvres,  which  will  henceforward  enter 
into  the  public  revenue,  with  the  di¬ 
minution  confequent  upon  my  more 
conftant  refidence  at  Paris. 

I  believe  that  twenty-five  millions, 
by  adding  thereto  the  revenue  of  the 
parks,  domains,  and  forefts,  of  the 
country  palaces  I  fliall  retain,  may 
be  a  fui table  fufficiency  for  thefe 
different  expences,  with  the  aid  of 
confiderable  retrenchments. 

Although  I  include  my  military 
eftablifhment  in  the  objects  I  have 
juft  enumerated,  I  have  not  yet  en¬ 
tered.  upon  its  organization.  I11  this 
refpedt,  as  well  as  in  every  other,  I 
defire  to  conciliate  my  views  with 
the  new  order  of  things.  I  have  no 
hefitation  in  thinking  that  the  num¬ 
ber  of  troops,  defined  for  the  guard 


of  the  king,  ought  to  be  determined 
by  a  conftitutional  regulation  ;  and, 
as  it  behoves  thefe  troops  to  partake 
of  the  honour  and  the  dangers  at¬ 
tached  to  the  defence  of  the  country, 
they  fhould  be  fubjedt  to  the  general 
rules  of  the  army. 

From  thefe  confiderations,  I  have 
poftponed  the  period  at  which  my 
gardes-du-corps  fnall  refume  their 
office  ;  and  the  delay  of  the  organi¬ 
zation  of  my  military  eftablifhment 
is  the  lefs  inconvenient,  inafmuch 
as,  ftnce  the  garde  national  do  duty 
around  me,  I  find  in  them  all  the 
zeal  and  attachment  I  could  have 
wifhed  for  j  and  l  am  defirous  they 
fhould  never  be  eftranged  from  the 
guard  of  my  perfon. 

It  would  be  impoffible  for  me  to 
difcharge  from  a  limited  annual  re- 
venue  the  arrears  due  on  my  efta- 
blifliment,  with  which  the  aflembly 
are  acquainted;  and  I  defire  they 
would  include  them  in  their  general 
plans  of  liquidation. 

I  think  that  the  reimburfement 
of  the  charges  of  my  eftablifhment, 
and  thofe  of  my  brothers,  ought  to 
be  decreed,  and  to  be  joined  with 
the  preceding  article ;  the  conftitu- 
tion  having  profcribed  the  felling 
of  offices.  This  difpofition  will  na¬ 
turally  enter  into  the  views  of  the 
affembly :  it  will  be  the  more  juft, 
becaufe  thofe  who  facrificed  confider¬ 
able  fums  of  money  to  purchafe 
places,  had  reafon  to  look  for  favours 
which  the  new  order  of  things  per¬ 
mits  them  no  longer  to  expedt. 

I  conclude  with  the  objedr  neareff 
my  heart.  I  have  promifed,  by  my 
contradt  of  marriage  with  the  queen, 
that,  in  cafe  I  fhould  not  furvive 
her,  a  fuitable  eftablifhment  fhould 
be  referved  for  her ;  fhe  has  juft 
made  a  facriftce  of  what,  from  time 
immemorial,  has  been  confidered 
as  appertaining  to  the  queens  of 
France,  and  which,  converted  into 
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money,  would  amount  to  more  than 
4,000,000  livres. 

This  is  an  additional  motive  to 
me  to  be  defirous,  that  the  indeter¬ 
minate  engagements  1  entered  into 
with  her  and  her  auguft  mother 
Hiould  be  afcertained,  by  fixing  her 
dowry  ;  it  will  giVe  me  pleafure  to 
be  indebted  to  the  reprefentatives  of 
the  nation  for  my  tranquillity  on  a 
point  fo  interefting  to  my  happi- 
nefs. 

After  having  conformed  to  the 
wifh  of  the  national  afiembly  with 
that  confidence  which  ought  to  pre¬ 
vail  between  them  and  me,  I  will 
add,  that  I  never  will  oppofe  any 
difpcfition  of  theirs  relative  to  my 
perfon.  My  own  true  interefts  will 
always  bethofe  of  the  kingdom ;  and, 
provided  that  liberty  and  public  or¬ 
der,  thofe  two  fources  of  the  profpe- 
1  ity.  of  the  ftate,  are  rendered  fure, 
I  fhall  find  much  more  than  may 
be  wanting  to  me  in  perfonal  gratifi¬ 
cations,  in  the  fatisfa&ion  derived 
from  the  daily  fpectacle  of  public 
felicity. 


Speech  ofM.  Rob  ant  de’Saint-Etienne , 
on  tf)e  foil oiving  Motion  of  M. 
dc  Cafellane ,  “  No  Man  Jhall 

he  molcjled  for  his  Opinions ,  or  in¬ 
terrupted  in  the  Exerci/e,  of  his 
Religion .” 

Gentlemen, 

SINCE  the  afiembly  have  decid¬ 
ed  that  the  member  who  fpoke  laft, 

'  fpoke  to  the  quefiion,  it  is  permitted 
me  to  refute  him,  and  to  expofe 
thofe  dangerous  principles  which  he 
has  laid  down . 

He  has  indeed  profefied  himfelf 
willing  to  allow,  that  no  one  has  a 
right  to  penetrate  into  the  private 
thoughts  of  men  ;  but  furely  he  has 
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not  divulged  a  very  remarkable  or 
profound  truth ;  for  no  tyrant  ever 
vet  conceived  the  defign  of  entering 
into  the  Tecrets  of  thoughts;  and 
the  veriefi:  Have  preferves,  mofl  cer¬ 
tainly,  that  liberty  which  this  gentle¬ 
man  has  condefcended  to  grant  to 
free  men. 

He  has  added,  that  the  manifeffa- 
tion  of  the  thoughts  might  be  a  thing 
infinitely  dangerous  ;  that  it  is  necel- 
fary  to  watch  it,  and  that  the  law 
ought  to  be  employed  in  prevent¬ 
ing  any  one  from  manifesting  his 
thoughts  too  freely  ;  that  it  was  by 
fuch  means  new  religions  were  efia- 
bli filed  ;  and  that  nothing  was  want¬ 
ing  but  the  immediate  eftablifhment 
of  a  tribunal  charged  with  thefe 
functions  of  fuperintendance. 

Now,  I  fay  in  my  turn,  that  fuch 
an  opinion  fo  delivered  is  calculated 
to  throw  us  again  under  the  defpo- 
tifm  of  the  inquifition,  did  not  the 
public  opinion,  which  he  has  appeal¬ 
ed  to,  loudly  condemn  his  own. 

His  has  been  the  uniform  language 
of  the  intolerant,  nor  has  the  inqui¬ 
fition  any  other  maxims.  Ii  has  al¬ 
ways  faid,  in  its  whining  and  guard¬ 
ed  language,  “  that  undoubtedly 
you  imift  not  attack  the  thoughts  ; 
that  every  one  is  free  in  his  opinions, 
provided  he  does  not  manifeft  them  ; 
but  that  fuch  man  deflation,  being- 
liable  to  trouble  public  order,  the 
law  ought  to  watch  over  it  with  a 
fcrupulous  attention and,  by 
means  of  fuch  principles,  the  intole¬ 
rant  have  obtained  that  power  of 
infpedtion  which,  for  fo  many  ages, 
has  fubj ugated  and  fettered  human 
thought. 

But  upon  fuch  principles,  gentle¬ 
men,  there  would  be  no  chriftians. 
Chriftianity  would  not  have  exifted, 
had  the  heathens,  faithful  to  thofe 
maxims  which  certainly  were  not 
unknown  to  them,  watched  with 
care  the  manifeftation  of  new  opi¬ 
nions*, 
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nions,  and  perfifted  in  declaring  that 
they  troubled  the  public  order. 

The  honour  which  I  {hare  in  com¬ 
mon  with  you,  gentlemen,  of  being 
?  deputy  of  the  nation,  and  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  this  auguft  aflembly,  gives  rue 
a  right  to  fpeak  in  my  turn,  and  to 
deliver  my  opinion  on  the  quefhon 
before  you. 

I  leek  not  to  defend  myfelf  from 
the  odium  which  I  mav  bring  noon 
this  important  caufe,  becaufe  I  am 
Interefted  in  its  fupport ;  I  do  not 
think  that  any  one  ought  to  he  fuf- 
fpecl.  d  in  the  defence  of  his  rights, 
becaufe  they  are  his  rights.  If  the 
unhappy  Have  of  Mount  jurafhould 
prefent  himfelf  before  this  augiiH 
aflembly,  he  would  neither  excite 
diflike  nor  prejudice  ;  he  would  in¬ 
spire  you,  gentlemen,  with  the  great- 
eft  intereft  in  his  favour.  Beftdes, 
I  am  executing  a  facred  commiffion, 
I  obey  my  inltrudtions,  I  obey  my 
conftituents.  It  is  a  baiiiw'ick  of 
36  -  ’,cc°  inhabitants,  of  whom  more 
than  i20,oog  are  proteftants,  which 
has  inftrudted  its  deputies  to  folicit 
from  you  the  completion  of  the  edidl 
of  November,  1787.  Another  jurif- 
dibiion  of  Languedoc,  and  feveral 
other  bailiwicks  of  the  kingdom, 
have  expreffed  the  fame  willi,  and 
demand  of  you,  for  the  non-catho¬ 
lics,  the  liberty  of  their  worfhip  *. 

It  is  on  your  own  principles,  gen¬ 
tlemen,  I  reft  my  claims  of  requiring 
you  to  declare,  in  an  article,  that 
every  citizen  is  free  in  his  opinions  ; 
that  he  has  a  right  freely  to  profefs 
his  worftiip,  and  that  he  ought  not 
to  be  molefled  for  his  religion. 

Your  principles  are,  that  liberty 
is  a  common  benefit,  and  that  all 
citizens  have  an  equal  right  to  it. 
Liberty  then  belongs  to  all  the  French 


*  Here  a  crowd  of  deputies  called  out, 
that  their  inftrudfcioris  contained  the  fame 
-vyifh.  All,  all,  exclaimed  feveral  others. 


eqfiallyv  and  in  the  fame  manner. 
All  have  a  right  to  it,  or  no  One  has  % 
he  that  would  deprive  others  of  it, 
is  not  worthy  of  it ;  he  that  would 
diftribute  it  unequally,  is  ignorant 
of  it ;  he  who  attacks,  in  any  man¬ 
ner  whatever,  the  liberty  of  others, 
attacks  his  own,  and  defences  to 
lofe  it  in  his  turn,  being  unworthy 
of  a  prefent  of  which  he  knows  not 
the  value 

Your  principles  are,  that  liberty 
of  thought  and  of  opinion  is  an  un¬ 
alienable  and  impreferiptible  right. 
This  liberty,  gentlemen,  is  the -moil 
facred  of  all ;  it  goes  beyond  the 
empirenf  man  ;  it  takes  refuge  with¬ 
in  the  confcience,  as  within  an  in¬ 
violable  fandtuary,  where  no  mor¬ 
tal  has  a  right  to  penetrate:  it 
alone  is  excepted  from  ftibmillion  to 
the  common  laws  of  fociety;  to 
fetter  it  is  injuftice,  to  attack  it  is 
facrilege. 

I  referve  my  reply  to  the  argu¬ 
ments  which  may  be  offered,  by 
faying,  that  it  is  not  to  attack  the 
confcience  of  diffenters,  but  to  for¬ 
bid  them  the  profeflion  of  their 
worfhip ;  and  I  hope  to  prove,  that 
it  is  an  extreme  injuftice ;  that  it  is 
to  attack  and  violate  their  confci¬ 
ence  ;  that  it  is  to  be  intolerant, 
perfecuting,  and  unjuft: ;  that  it  is 
to  do  to  others  what  you  would 
not  wifti  fhould  be  done  to  your- 
felves. 

But  having  the  honour  to  fpeak 
to  you,  gentlemen,  in  order  to  fo¬ 
licit  you  to  introduce  into  the  de¬ 
claration  of  rights  a  certain  and 
well  -defined  principle,  on  which  you 
may,  one  day,  eftablifti  juft:  laws 
in  regard  to  the  non -catholics,  I 
ought  firft:  to  mention  their  prefent 
fttuation  in  France. 

The  non-catholics  (fome  of  you, 
gentlemen,  cannot  be  ignorant  of 
it)  have  received  the  edict  of  No¬ 
vember,  1787,  only  as  what  could 
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not  be  refufed  them ;  yes,  what 
could  not  be  refufed  them.  I  re¬ 
peat  it  not  without  fhame  ;  but  it  is 
not  a  groundlefs  cenfure  ;  thefe  are 
the  very  terms  of  the  edidt.  This 
law,  more  celebrated  than  juft,  pre- 
feribes  the  forms  of  regi  fieri  ng 
their  births,  marriages,  and  deaths ; 
it  permits  them,  in  confeqiience, 
to  enjoy  civil  property,  and  to 
exercife  their  profeffions,  and  this  is 
all. 

Thus  then,  gentlemen,  in  France, 
in  the  1 8th  century,  the  maxim  of 
barbarous  times  has  been  adhered 
to,  of  dividing  a  nation  into  a  fa¬ 
voured  and  difgraced  caff ;  and  it 
has  been  confidered  as  an  improve¬ 
ment  in  legiflation,  that  French¬ 
men  proferibed  for  a  hundred  years 
fhould  be  permitted  to  exercife  their 
profeftion,  that  is,  to  live,  and  that 
their  children  fhould  be  no  longer 
illegitimate.  Still  thefe  forms,  which 
the  law  has  impofed  on  them,  are 
accompanied  with  reftraints  and 
fhackles,  and  the  execution  of  this 
law  of  grace  has  carried  forrow  and 
diforder  in  thofe  provinces  where 
there  are  proteftants.  This  is  an 
objedl  which  I  propofe  to  confider 
when  you  arrive  at  the  article  of 
laws.  But  in  the  mean  while,  gen¬ 
tlemen,  (  fuch  is  the  diffe? ence  that  ex- 
ifts  between  Frenchmen  and  French¬ 
men),  proteflants  are  deprived  of 
feveral  of  the  advantages  of  fociety. 
That  crofs,  the  honourable  reward 
of  courage  and  of  fervice  done  for 
one’s  country,  they  are  prohibited 
from  receiving :  for  to  men  of  ho¬ 
nour,  to  Frenchmen,  it  is  to  be  de¬ 
prived  of  the  reward  of  honour,  to 
obtain  it  by  hypocrify.  In  a  word, 
gentlemen,  tocompleat  their  degra¬ 
dation,  and  the  injury  done  them, 
proferibed  in  their  thoughts,  culpa¬ 
ble  in  their  opinions,  they  are  de¬ 
prived  of  the  liberty  of  profeffmg 
their  worfhip !  The  penal  laws  (and 


what  laws  but  thefe  red  upon  this 
principle  that  error  is  a  crime!), 
the  penal  laws  againft  their  worlhip 
have  not  been  abolifhed  ,*  in  feveral 
provinces  they  are  reduced  to  the 
neceflity  of  celebrating  it  in  deferts, 
expofed  to  all  the  inclemency  of  the 
feafons ;  of  Healing  themfelves,  like 
criminals,  from  the  tyranny  of  the 
law,  or  rather  of  rendering  the  law 
ridiculous,  from  its  injuftice,  by 
eluding  and  violating  it  every  day. 

Thus,  gentlemen,  the  proteflants 
do  all  for  their  country,  and  their 
country  treats  them  with  ingrati¬ 
tude.  They  ferve  it  as  citizens,  and 
are  treated  like  proferibed  perfons  ; 
they  ferve  it  like  men  whom  you 
have  made  free,  they  are  treated  as 
if  they  were  flaves.  But  at  laft  there 
exifts  a  French  nation,  and  to  it  I 
appeal  in  favour  of  two  millions  of 
ufeful  citizens  who  this  day  claim 
their  rights  as  Frenchmen.  I  will 
not  do  the  nation  the  injuftice  to 
fuppofe,  that  it  could  pronounce  the 
word  intolerance — that  is  banifhed 
from  our  language,  or  it  will  re¬ 
main  there  only  as  one  of  thofe  bar¬ 
barous  and  obfolete  words  which  are 
no  longer  ufed,  becaufe  the  idea  re- 
prefented  by  them  is  annihilated. 
But,  gentlemen,  it  is  not  toleration 
that  I  plead  for,  it  is  liberty.  To¬ 
leration  !  fupport !  pardon !  qlemen- 
cy !  ideas  to  the  laft  degree  unjuft 
towards4he  diffenters,  fo  long  as  it 
ftiall  remain  true,  that  the  difference 
of  religion,  the  difference  of  opi¬ 
nion,  is  not  a  crime.  Toleration! 
I  demand  that  it  alfo  be  proferibed, 
and  it  will  be  fo  ;  that  unjiift  word 
which  holds  us  out  as  citizens  that* 
deferve  pity,  which  exhibits  as  cul¬ 
pable  perfons  who  require  pardon, 
thofe  whom  chance  often,  or  educa¬ 
tion,  leads  to  think  in  a  manner  dif- 
terent  from  ourfelves.  Error,  gen¬ 
tlemen,  is  not  a  crime :  he  who 
profeffes  it  takes  it  for  truth ;  it  is 
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truth  to  him  ;  he  is  obliged  to  pro¬ 
le  Is  it  ;  and  no  man,  no  focietv,  has 
a  right  to  for  hid  him. 

And  who,  gentlemen,  in  this 
mixture  of  errors, and  truth,  which 
men  dhleminate  or  tranfmit,  or  de¬ 
pute  on  among  themfehas,  who  is 
ke  that  will  dare  ailirm  that  he  has 
never  been  deceived,  that  truth  is 

cnnfbntlv  with  him,  and  error  with 
*/  * 

others.? 

I  demand  then,  gentlemen,  for 
the  French  proteftants,  fur  all  the 
non-cat  Splits  of  the  kingdom,  what 
you  demand  for  ail— liberty  and 
equality  of  rights.  I  demand  it  for 
that  nation  *  torn  from  Alia,  always 
wandering,  always  profcribed,  al¬ 
ways  perlecuted,  for  near  thefe  eigh¬ 
teen  centuries ;  who  would  alFume 
our  manners  and  cu horns,  if  incor¬ 
porated  with  us  by  law  ;  and  whofe 
morals  we  ought  not  to  reproach 
them  with,  becaufe  they  are  the 
effect  of  our  barbaiity,  and  of  that 
degradation  to  which  we  have  un- 
juffly  condemned  them. 

I  demand,  gentlemen,  all  that 
yon  demand  for  yourfelves :  that  all 
the  French  non-catholics  be  placed 
on  the  fame  footing  in  every 
tiling,  and  without  any  referve,  with 
all  the  other  citizens;  and  that  the 
law  of  liberty,  ever  impartial,  make 
no  unequal  diflribution  Gf  the  ftri£t 
acts  of  rigorous  jufUce. 

And  who  of  you,  gentlemen,  per¬ 
mit  me  to  alk,  who  of  von  would 
dare,  who  o :  you  would  chufe,  who 
of  you  would  deferve  to  enjoy  li¬ 
berty,  if  he  faw  two  millions  of  ci- 
tizens  forming  a  contn.fl,  by  their 
fLavery,  to  the  lying  pomp  of  a  li¬ 
berty,  which  would  then  exiff  no 
longer,  becaufe  it  would  be  une¬ 
qually  divided  ?  What  could  you 
fay  to  them,  fhouid  they  reproach 
you  with  keeping  their  minds  in 
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chains,  while  you  referve  liberty 
for  yourfelves  ?  And  what,  I  pray 
you,  would  be  that  arifiocracy  of 
opinions,  that  feudality  of  thoughts, 
which  fhouid  reduce  to  difgracefu] 
bondage  two  million  of  citizens, 
becaufe  they  adore  vour  God  in 
another  manner  than  you  ? 

I  demand  for  the  non  catholics 
what  you  demand  for  yourfelves, 
equality  of  rights,  liberty  !  the  li¬ 
berty  of  their  religions,  the  liberty 
of  their  worfhip,  the  liberty  of  ce¬ 
lebrating  it  in  houfes  fet  apart  for 
that  purpofe,  the  certainty  of  being 
as  free  from  mole Ration  in  their  re¬ 
ligion,  as  you  are  in  yours,  and 
compleat  affurance  of  being  pro¬ 
tected  as  much  as  you,  and  in  the 
fame  manner  as  you,  by  the  com¬ 
mon  law. 

Permit  it  not,  gentlemen, — ge¬ 
nerous  and  free  nation,  do  not  allow 
to  be  quoted  before  you  the  example 
ofthofe  nations,  who,  ftill  intolerant, 
proferibe  your  worfhip  among  them. 
You  are  not  defigned  to  receive  ex¬ 
amples,  but  to  give  them  ;  and  al¬ 
though  there  be  unjufl  nations,  it 
does  not  follow  that  you  fliould  be 
fo.  Europe,  which  afpires  to  liberty, 
expeeffs  from  you  great  leffons,  and 
vou  are  worthy  to  furnifh  them. 

j 

Let  this  code,  which  you  are  about 
to  form  be  the  model  of  all  others, 
and  let  not  a  blemifh  be  left  in  it. 
But  if  examples  may  be  cited,  imi¬ 
tate,  gentlemen,  that  of  the  gene¬ 
rous  Americans,  who  have  placed 
at  the  head  of  their  civil  code  the 
facred  maxim  of  the  univerfal  liberty 
of  religion  ;  of  thefe  inhabitants  of 
Pennfyl vania,  who  have  declared 
that  all  thoTe  who  adore  a  God,  in 
what  manner  foever  they  adore  him, 
ought  to  enjoy  all  the  rights  of  a  ci¬ 
tizen;  of  the  gentle  and  wife  inha¬ 
bitants  of  Philadelphia,  who  behold 
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all  kinds  of  wqrfb i.p  efiabl  i  filed  among 
them,  and  twenty  different  temples, 
and  who  owe,  perhaps,  to  that  pro¬ 
found  knowledge^  of  liberty  the  li¬ 
berty  they  have  acquired. 

In  fine,  gentlemen,  I  return  to 
my  principles,  or  rather  to  yours, 
for  they  belong  to  you ;  you  ac¬ 
quired  them  by  your  courage,  and 
you  have  confecrated  them  in  the 
face  of  the  world,  by  declaring  that 
all  men  arc  lorn  and  continue Jree  and 
equal. 

The  rights  of  all  Frenchmen  are 
the  fame,  they  are  all  equal  in  their 
rights. 

I  fee  no  reafon  therefore  why  one 
part  of  the  citizens  ihould  fay  to 
another,'  “  I  fhall  be  free,  but  you 
Ill  all  not,” 

I  fee  no  reafon,  that  one  part  of 
the  French  Ihould  fay  to  the  other — • 
“  Your  rights  and  ours  are  unequal ; 
we  are  free  in  our  confidence,  but 
you  cannot  be  fo  in  yours,  becaufe 
it  is  againff  our  will.” 

I  fee  no  reafon  why  the  opprefied 
party  might  not  anfwer — 44  Perhaps 
you  would  not  talk  thus,  if  you 
were  the  fund  left  number  ;  your 
exclufive  will  is  nothing  but  the 
law  of  the  flrongeit,  which  we  are 
not  bound  to  obey.  T  hat  law  of 
the  ftrongeft  might  exift  under  the 
defpotic  empire  of  a  fingle  man, 
whofe  will  conftituted  the  only  law; 
it  cannot  exift  under  a  tree  people, 
who  refpedt ’the  rights  of  every  indi¬ 
vidual.” 

Like  you,  gentlemen,  I  do  net 
know  what  an  exclufive,  right  is  ;  I 
cannot  acknowledge  an  exclufive  pi  i- 
vilege  in  any  thing  whatever ;  but 
the  exclufive  privilege  of  opinions 
and  worlhip,  appears  to  me  the 
height  of  injufiice.  You  cannot 
have  a  fingle  right  wjiich  I  have 
not ;  if  you  exercife  it,  I  ought  to 
do  the  fame ;  if  yeu  are  tree,  I 
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ought  to  be  free  ;  if  yon  can  profefs 
vour  worlhip,  1  Ihould  be  able  to 
profefs  mine ;  if  you  ought  not  to 
be  molefted,  I  ought  not  to  be  fo  ; 
and  if,  in  fpite  of  the  evidence  of 
thefe  principle's,  you  fliould  forbid 
us  to  profefs  our  common  worlhip, 
'under  the  pretext  that  you  are  much 

x  y 

and  we  are  little,  would  it  not  be 
the  law  of  the  lfrongefi,  would  it 
not  be  the  height  of  injuftice,  and 
would  you  not  violate  your  own 
principles  ?  * 

But  you  will  not  expofe  your* 
Lives,  gentlemen,  to  be  reproached 
for  the  inconfiftency  of  having  de¬ 
clared,  at  the  commencement  of 
your  facred  legislation,  but  a  few 
days  ago,  tha>  in  n  are  equal  in  their 
rights,  and  of  declaring  this  day  that 
they  are  unequal ;  of  having  declared 
them  free  to  do  every  thing  that 
does  not  injure  another  ;  and  of  de¬ 
claring  to-day,  that  two  millions  of 
your  fellow-citizens  are  not  free  to 
celebrate  a  worlhip  that  does  no 
wrong  to  any  one. 

O  y 

You  are  too  wife,  gentlemen,  to 
make  religion  an  objedt  of  fell-love, 
and  in  lieu  of  the  intolerance  of 
pride  and  luff  of  dominion,  which 
for  near  fifteen  centuries  have  filed 
torrents  of  blood,  to  fubffitute  the 
intolerance  of  vanity.  You  canty  t 
be  fu'rprifed  that 'there  are  men  who 
think  different ly  from  you,  who  - 
worfiiip  God  in  another  manner 
than  you  do.  You  will  not  regard 
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the  difference  of  obi  men  as  an  z  r~ 

i 

jury  done  to  yen.  Taught  by  the 
long  and  bloody  experience  of  age  s, 
by  the  faults  of  your  anceffors,  and 
by  thedr  deferved  lu  fieri  ivs,  you  will 
fay,  without  doubt,  44  ft  is  time  to 
lay  afide  the  fwerd  of  perfecuhoh, 
which  fiill  drops  with  the  blood  cf 
our  countrym  n  ;  it  is  time  to  rV- 
fiore  to  then!  them  too  long  forgot¬ 
ten  rights ;  it  is  time  to  break  in 
(I  i)  pieces. 
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pieces  thofe  unjuft  barriers,  which 
Separate  them  from  us,  and  to  make 
them  love  a  country  which  pro- 
fcribed  and  chafed  them  from  her 
bofom.” 

You  are  too  wife,  gentlemen,  to 
Imagine,  that  it  was  left  for  you  to 
execute  what  mankind  for  thcfe  fix 
fhoufarid  years  could  not  accomplifb, 
that  of  bringing  all  men  to  one  and 
the  fame  worfhip.  You  will  not 
believe  that  it  was  referved  for  the 
national  aflembly  to  annihilate  a 
variety  which  for  ever  exifted,  or 
that  you  have  a  right  which  God 
bimfelf  will  not  exercife. 

I  forbear  to  mention,  gentlemen, 
a  number  of  motives  to  engage  your 
attention  and  fympathy  in  behalf  of 
two  millions  of  unfortunate  beings. 
They  will  prefent  themfeives  to  you 
ft  ill  covered  with  the  blood  of  their 
fathers,  and  they  will  fhew  you  the 
marks  of  their  own  chains.  My 
Country  is  free,  and  with  her  I  wrfh 
to  bury  in  oblivion  both  the  evils 
which  we  have  fuffered  with  her, 
and  the  ftiil  greater  evils,  of  which 
we  alone  were  the  victims.  What  I 
demand  is,  that  {he  fliouki  fhew  her- 
felf  worthy  of  liberty,  bv  equally 
ddlribufing  it  among  all  her  citi¬ 
zens,  without  diftiruftion  of  rank, 
birth,  or  religion*;  and  that  you 
fhoulcl  grant  to  the  diffenters  all  that 
you  a  {fume  yourfelves. 

I  conclude  then,  gentlemen,  that 
until  you  {hall  determine  on  the 
laws  refpecfting  the  non-catholics, 
a  ; d  put  them  on  the  fame  footing 
in  every  refpecl  with  the  French, 
you  {horrid  infer t,  in  the  declaration 
of  rights  the  following  article  : 

Every  metn  is  free  in  bis  opinions? 
every  citizen  has  a  right  freely  to  prof ef 
his  'ivor /hip)  and  no  one  ought  to  he 
•‘mole  fh'd  on  account  of  his  religion . 

0entierr.cn.  1  flatter  rovfelf,  I  have 

>  ^  j 


not  incurred  the  ill-will  of  this  af- 
fembly,  becaufe,  obliged  by  mv  in- 
ftrudtions  to  exprefs  the  defires  of 
my  conftituents,  I  have  demanded 
from  you  liberty  of  worfhip  for  a 
numerous  body  of  your  fellow-citi¬ 
zens,  whom  your  principles  call  to 
a  participition  of  your  rights.  I 
even  thought  it  became  the  intereft- 
jug  dignity  of  their  caufe,  to  lay 
afide  tor  a  while  the  auguft  charac¬ 
ter  of  reprefentative  of  the  nation, 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  bear  in 
common  with  yourfelves,  and  to  af- 
fiirne  in  fome  degree  that  of  a  ftip- 
plicant.  The  maxims,  I  thought, 
which  we  have  heard  recalled  at 
this  fitting,  rendered  fuch  a  lan¬ 
guage  necefiary,  and  made  it  my 
duty  to  intereft  your  humanity  from 
fentiment,  after  attempting  to  con¬ 
vince  by  reafoning. 

I  have,  however,  one  important 
ohfervation  to  add,  which  is,  that 
the  free  religious  worfhip  which  I 
afk  for,  is  a  common  worfhip.  All 
form’s  of  worfhip  are  necefiarily  the 
a£f  of  many.  The  worfhip  of  an 
individual  is  adoration,  or  prayer. 
But  none  of  you  are  ignorant  that 
there  never  was  a  religion  without 
fome  form  of  worfhip,  which  has 
always  been  confidered  as  a  commu¬ 
nion  of  feverah  Chrifiians  cannot 
refnfe  it  to  Chriftians,  without  con¬ 
tradicting  their  own  principles,  fince 
all  admit  the  neceffity  of  a  common 
worfhip. 

I  have  another  ohfervation,  no 
te£>  important,  to  make ;  which  is, 
that  the  idea-  of  a  common  worfhip 
is  a  tenet,  an  article  of  faith.  It  is 
then  a  religious  opinion,  in  every 
fenfe  ©f  the  words.  Therefore  it  is 
impofiible  for  you  to  deprive  the 
non-catholics  of  their  worfhtp,  be¬ 
caufe  it  is  impoffible  for  you  to  re¬ 
train  their  freedom  of  opinion. 
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1 Treaty  of  Peace  concluded  betzveen  the 

King  of  Sweden  and  the  P.mpref 

of  all  the  Rufjiasy  Auguji  1 1« 

In  the  Name  of  the  Holy  and 
Undivided  Trinity  I 

HIS  majefty  the  king  of  Sweden, 
and  her  majefty  the  emprefs  of  all 
the  Ruffias,  equally  defirous  of  put¬ 
ting  an  end  to  the  war  which  had 
unhappily  broke  out  between  them, 
and  to  re-ePabiifli  the  friendship, 
harmony,  and  good  neighbourhood, 
which  have  long  fubfifted  between 
their  refpeclive  itates  and  countries, 
have  reciprocally  communicated  to 
each  other  their  pacific  intentions, 
and  with  a  view  to  realize  them, 
they  hare  appointed  and  an t her i fed, 
viz,  his  majefty  the  king  of  Sweden, 
the  fteurGuftavus  d’Armfeit,  baron 
of  Vorentatha,  &c.  k:c.  and  her  ma¬ 
jefty  the  emprefs  of  all  the  Ruffias, 
the  four  Otbo  Henry  dTgelftroro, 
lieutenant-general  of  her  armies,  &cc. 
&c.  who,  after  having  communicated 
to  each  other  their  full  powers,  and 
found  them  duly  authorifed,  and  in 
proper  form,  and  having  mutually 
exchanged  them,  have  agreed  on 
the  following  articles : 

Art.  I.  There  (half  be  hencefor¬ 
ward  between  his  majefty  the  king 
of  Sweden,  and  his  eftates,  countries, 
and  nations  on  one  part,  and  her 
majefty  the  emprefs  of  all  the  Ruffias, 
and  her  eftates,  countries,  and  na¬ 
tions,  on  the  other,  perpetual  peace, 
good  neighbourhood,  and  perfect 
tranquillity,  both  by  fea  and  land ; 
and  confequentiy,  the  moll  fpeedy 
orders  for  the  ceffiation  of  hoftilities 
fhall  be  given  by  each  party.  What¬ 
ever  is  paft  fhall  be  forgotten;  at¬ 
tention  will  only  be  paid  to  the  re- 
eftablifhment  of  that  harmony  and 
mutual  good  will,  which  has  been 
interrupted  by  the  prefent  war. 

Ait.  II,  The  limits  and  frontiers 
fkail,  on  each  fide  continue  as  they 


were  before  the  rupture*. 'or  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  prefoiitwar. 

Art.  III.  Therefore 'alf  the  coun¬ 
tries,  provinces,  or  places  whatgvei^ 
which  have  been  taken  or  occupied 
by  the  troops  of  either  of  the  con- 
t raffing  parties,  lhall  be  evacuated 
as  fpeedily  as  poffible,  or  1 4<days  after 
the  exchange  of  the  ratification  of 
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the  prefent  treaty. 

Art.  IV.  Ail  prifbners  of  warr  or 
others,  who,  not  bearing  arms,  have 
been  taken  by  either  of  the  bellige¬ 
rent  parties  during  the  conrfe  of  hos¬ 
tilities,  fhall  be  fet  at  liberty  by  each 
party  without  ranfom ;  and  they  fhall 
be  permitted  to  return  home  without 
any  indemnification  being  required 
by  either  party  for  their  mainte¬ 
nance,  but  they  fhall  be  obliged  to 
pay  the  debts  which  they  have  con¬ 
tracted  with  individuals  of  each  re- 
fpective  flate. 

Art.  V.  And,  in  order  to  prevent 
the  giving  the  leaf!  occafion  for  amif- 
undeftandiny  at  fea  bet  ween  the  coil- 
tr acting  parties,  it  is  ftipulated  and 
agreed*  that  whenever  one  or  more 
Swedifh  men  of  war,  whether  filial! 
or  great,  fhall  pafs  by  the  forts  of 
her  Imperial  majefty,  they  lhail  be 
obliged  to  give  a  falute  in  the  Swe- 
difh  maniier;  which  fhall  be  imme¬ 
diately  anfwered  by  a  falute  in  the 
Ruffian  mode.  The  lame  fhall  be 
obferved  by  Ruffian  men  of  wan. 
whether  one  or  more ;  they  find!  be 
obliged  to  falute  before  the  forts  of 
his  Swedifh  majefty,  and  they  fhall; 
be  anfwered  by  a  Swedifh  falute- 

In  the  mean  time,  the  high  com- 
trailing  parties  fhall  order,  as  fpeed¬ 
ily  as  poffible,  a. particular  conven¬ 
tion  to  be  made,  in.  which  the  mode 
of  fainting  between  Swedifh  and 
Ruffian  fhips  ftiall  be  eiiahh.lhed, 
whether  at  fea,  in  port,  or,  wherever 
they  may  chance  to  meet, 

Till  then,  in  order  to  preverst 
miftakes  in  the  above  cafe,  ihips  of 

war 


PUBLIC  PAPERS. 


('34) 

war  belonging  to  either  party  fhall 
not  falute  each  other. 

Art.  VI.  Her  Imperial  majefly  of 
all  the  Rufiias  has  alfo  agreed,  that 
his  Swedifh  majefly  fhall  be  at  li¬ 
berty  to  bay  every  year,  corn  to 
the  amount  of  50,000  roubles,  in 
the  ports  of  the  Gulph  of  Finland 
and  of  the  Baltic  fea,  provided  it 
be  proved,  that  it  is  for*  the  ufe  of 
his  Swedifh  majefly,  or  for  the  ufe 
of  fome  of  his  fubjedts  duly  autho- 
rifed  by  his  majefly,  without  dues 
or  charges,  and  to  export  it  freely 
into  Sweden.  In  this,  however, 
barren  years  fhall  not  be  included, 
nor  fuch  years  in  which,  for  fome 
important  reafons,  her  Imperial  ma¬ 
jefly  may  be  induced  to  forbid  the 
exportation  of  grain  to  any  nation 
whatever. 

Art.  VII.  As  the  eagernefs  of 
the  high  contradling  parties  for  the 
fpeedy  termination  of  thofe  evils 
with  which  their  refpedtive  fubjedts 
have  been  afflicted  in  confequence 
©£  war  does  not  allow  them  time 


for  the  regulation  of  many  points 
and  objedts  tending  to  eflablifh  firmly 
a  good  neighbourhood  and  perfedt 
tranquillity  of  the  frontiers,  they 
agree,  and  mutually  promife  to  pay 
attention  to  thofe  points  and  objedls, 
and  to  difcufs  and  regulate  them 
amicably  by  means  of  ambaffadors, 
or  plenipotentiary  miniflers,  whom 
they  fhall  appoint  immediately  after 
the  conclufion  of  the  prefent  treaty 
of  peace. 

Art.  VIII.  The  ratifications  of 
the  prefent  treaty  of  peace  fhall  be 
exchanged  within  the  fpace  of  fix 
days,  or  fooner  if  poffible. 

In  teflimonv  whereof,  we  have 
figned  the  prefent  treaty  of  peace, 
and  fealed  it  with  our  arms. 

Done  in  the  plain  of  Vercle,  near 
the  river  Kymene,  between  the 
advanced  pofts  of  each  camp, 
the  1  ith  of  Auguft,  1790. 

JjrUSTAVUS  MaURE,  BARON 

D’Armfelt. 

OthOj  Baron  D’Igelstrom. 
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SUPPLIES  granted  by  Parliament  for 

the  Year  1790. 


NAVY. 

Fee.  t. 

FOR  20,000  men,  including  3860  marines 

March  2. 

Ordinary,  including  half  pay  — - 

Extract  dinaries  — - -  — — 


Navy  debt 


April  27. 


ARMY. 

Feb.  9. 

For  17,448  men,  as  guards  and  garrifons 
'Forces  in  the  plantations  - - 


Forces  in  the  Eaft  Indies  — —  — 

Recruiting  land  forces  and  contingencies 
Full  pay  to  fupernumerary  officers  — 

General  and  general  flaff  officers  — — 

Allowances  to  the  payrnafter-general,  Sec,  Sec, 
Reduced  officers  of  land  forces  and  marines 

Reduced  horfe  guards  — 

Reduced  officers  of  Britifh  American  forces 
Allowances  to  feveral  reduced  officers  of  ditto 
Officers  late  in  the  fervice  of  the  States  General 
Corps  of  foot  for  New  South  Wales  - — 

March  29. 

Extraordinaries  for  1789,  not  provided  for 

Chelfea  penfioners  - - — •  — 

Penfions  to  widows  *™— 

Scotch  roads  and  bridges  - -  • — 

Heffian  fubfidy  *— « — - 


£• 

s . 

Cl  9 

I,040jOaO 

0 

0 

703,276 

17 

1 1 

490,360 

0 

0 

200,000 

0 

0 

2,433,636 

l7 

1 1 

l 

578,562 

14 

1 

3I7>549 

16 

0 

Is  8,243 

10 

1 

Ji>435 

12 

10| 

64,500 

0 

0 

10, 80S 
6,409 

1 

/ 

8 

ri 

0 

63,276 

5 

§ 

162,797 

iS 

4 

202 

1 

8 

55>°  92 

10 

0 

4,907 

TO 

0 

3o92 

I4 

2 

3»4“ 

14 

4 

,356>458 

12 

4 

180,938 

19 

6 

9>99i 

9 

3 

4,859 

1 

8 

36,093 

r5 

0 

i  ,878,934 

0 

■i- 

ORD* 
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ORDNANCE. 

Fes.  9.  £.  s , 

Land  fervicc  previous  to  Dec.  3 1,  1783,  not  provided  for  1,575  4  3 

Bstto  for  1788,  not  provided  far  - - -  13,869  o  6 

Ditto  for  179a  418,207  17  5 

Sea  fervicc  in  1788,  not  provided  for  —  23,795  16  7 

457,447  18  9 


Tote  of  credit 


ARMAME  N  T* 
May  ii* 


1,000,000  o  o 


MISCELLANEOUS  SERVICES, 

Feb.  2. 

For  paying  off  exchequer  bills  —  . . — 

March  29. 

America  and  Eaft  Florida  fufferers  - - - 

April  15. 

Convicts  at  Plymouth  - — —  - 

j 

• -  on  the  Thames  - -  - - 

Secretary  of  eoramifiioners  for  regulating  the  flipping 

©fflaves  -  -  - 

Ditto  of  Eaft  Florida  claims  — —  _ . 

Ditto  of  American  loyalifts  - - .  r  — 

Prolecuiion  of  Warren  Half  mgs,  efq.  - - 

Sixpences  of  executing  an  aft  for  enquiring  into  the 

emoluments  of  the  officers  of  the  cufloms  — _ - 

Thomas  Cotton,  efq.  to  pay  bills  of  exchange,  See, 
Commiffioners  for  the  American  fufferers  _ 

Extra  expeaces  of  the  mint  in  1788  - - 

ProviSom,  Sec.  for  New  South  Wales  - 

Mr.  Hughs,  for  printing  the  reports  concerning  the 

African  trade  -  . - - 

Civil  eftablifhment  of  Nova  Scotia  . _ _ 

Ditto  of  New  Brunfwick  -  - 

Ditto  of  St.  John’s  I  Hand  -  - . 

Ditto  of  Cape  Breton  — .  —  , 

Ditto  of  Newfoundland  ■  —  _ _ 

Ditto  of  the  Bahama  Iilands  — —  - 1 


Carried  forward  — 


5,500,000 

0 

« 

238,279 

9 

24 

4> 1 

6,888 

7 

6 

33,228 

*5 

6 

500 

0 

0 

200 

0 

0 

w 

N. 

O 

O 

O 

0 

0 

2,95! 

1 

10 

1,000 

0 

0 

1,632 

6 

•2-3- 

3,162 

5 

6 

30,520 

l7 

1 

5 1 ,638 

6 

1 1 

910 

0 

0 

6,376 

17 

6 

4,400 

0 

0 

1,840 

0 

0 

2,100 

0 

a 

1,182 

10 

Q 

4,080 

0 

O 

5,892,790 

*7 

4  i 
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Brought  forward 

Chief  jufiice  of  the  Bermuda  Iflands 
Ditto  of  Dominica  — — — 

Civil  effcablifhment  in  New  South  Wales 

African  forts  - -  - 

April  20. 

American  fuffercrs  - • 

April  22. 

Addrefs  money  — — —  — - 


DEFICIENCIES. 

April  15. 

•Deficiency  of  grants  for  1789  — 


Navy  * — — — 

Army  - 

Ordnance  - - 

Ai  •mament  - 

Mifcellaneous  fervices 
Deficiencies  — ■ • 


^  a  If  dm 

2,433,636  17  II 

j>878>  934  0  JT 
457,447  18  9 

1,000,000  o  o 

5’995’739  15  9i 

231,517  12  2-j. 


11,997,276  4  9! 


£■ 

S. 

d. 

5,892,790 

17 

4  J 

580 

O 

0 

600 

O 

0 

4,55s 

7- 

8 

I3,©00 

0 

0 

3i,7s5 

l5 

6 

48,424 

•2 

5 

5>995>739 

J5 

9i 

231,517  12  2| 


Ways  and  Means  for  raifing  the  Supplies  for  1790. 
Flb*  4. 

hand-tax  and  malt  duty  ■ — 

March  25. 

Exchequer  bills  - - 

April  i 5. 

Surplus  of  confolidated  fund  on  April  5 
April  20. 

Surplus  of  confolidated  fund 


’rofit  on  50,000  lottery  tickets,  at  £.15  16  4-I 
April  27. 

oreign  fecret  fervice  money  repaid  — 

May  13. 

Exchequer  bil^s  — —  — 


Excefs  of  Ways  and  Cleans 

(K) 


2,750,000 

0 

0 

5,500,000 

0 

0 

621,151 

I 

3i 

2  j  ^  OO  ^  OOO 

0 

0 

290,937 

10 

0 

34,000 

0 

0 

5 ,ooc,oco 

0 

6 

1 2,496*088 

1 1 

3* 

u, 997, 276 

4 

498,812 

6 

6i 

1790. 
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Public  Afts  faffed  in  the  feruenth  Sef- 
fio.n  of  the  fcvrntccntb  P arliamcnt 
of  Great  Britain. 

Feb .  25, 

Malt  duty  adt. 

Land  tax  adt. 

An  adt  for  indemnifying  all 
perfons  who  have  been  con¬ 
cerned  in  advifing  or  carrying  into 
execution  certain  orders  of  council 
refpedting  the  exportation  of  corn 
and  grain,  and  alfo  certain  orders 
ilfued  by  the  governor  general  of 
his  maj city’s  colonies  in  America0 
Marine  mutiny  bill. 

Mutiny  bill* 

Apr  il  I  , 

Act  for  the  better  fuppqrt  of  the 
dignity  of  Ipeaker  of  the  houfe  of 
commons,  and  for  difabling  the 
fpeaker  for  the  time  being  from  hold¬ 
ing  any  ojhce  or  place  of  profit,  dur¬ 
ing  pleafure,  under  the  crown. 

The  militia  pay  andcloathing  adh 
The  America  intercourfe  adt. 

An  adt  to  indemnify  fuch  perfons 
as  have  omitted  to  qualify  them- 
ielves  for  offices  and  employments. 

An  act  for  continuing  fo  much  of 
an  adt  as  relates  to  the  rendering  the 
payment  of  creditors  more  equal 
and  expeditious’in  North  Britain. 

A11  adt  for  taking  off  the  duties  on 
unwrought  tin  exported  beyond  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

April  28* 

T  wo  adts  for  raffing  money  by  ex¬ 
chequer  bills. 

Adt  to  appoint  commiffioners  of 
the  land  tax. 

Adt  to  continue  feveral  laws  re¬ 
lative  to  the  manufadture  of  leather, 
&c. 

Adt  to  continue  the  encouragement 
and  reward  of  perfons  difeovering 
the  longitude,  4rc» 


Adt  for  allowing  time  for  the  en  ? 
rollment  of  deeds  and  wills  made  by 
papifts. 

June  9. 

Adt  to  raife  the  fum  of  one  million, 

Adt  for  relief  of  the  American 
loyaliffs  and  Eaft  Florida  fufferers. 

Adt  to  fettle  an  annuity  on  the 
heirs  and  defendants  of  William 
Penn,  efq.  the  original  proprietor  of 
the  province  of  Pennfylvania. 

Adt  to  fettle  an  annuity  on  the 
rev.  Francis  Willis,  M.  D. 

Adt  for  amending  an  adt  27  Geo* 
III.  for  allowing  the  importation 
and  exportation  of  certain  goods  in 
the  ports  of  Jamaica.  Grenada,  Do* 
minica,  New  Providence,  &c. 

Adt  to  exempt  goods  imported 
from  the  fettlement  of  Yucatan, 
from  the  duties  impofed  on  the  faies 
of  them  by  audtion,  & c. 

Adt  for  permitting  the  importa¬ 
tion  of  Caftiew  gum,  &c. 

Adt  for  encouraging  new  fettlers 
in  his  majefty’s  American  colonies. 

Adt  for  regulating  the  flave  trade* 

Adt  to  enable  the  governors  of 
certain  places  beyond  the  feas  to  re¬ 
mit  the  fentence  of  tranfported  fe¬ 
lons. 

Adt  to  change  the  punifhment  of 
burning  of  women. 

Adt  to  empower  juftic.es,  &c,  to 
vilit  parifti  workhoufes. 

Two  adts  refpedting  the  duties  on 
low  wines  and  fpirits  in  North  Bri¬ 
tain. 

Adt  to  continue  the  farming  of 
the  poft-horfe  duties. 

Adt  to  alter  an  adt  12  Geo.  II.  to 
prevent  frauds  in  gold  and  ftlver 
wares,  and  to  alter  an  adt  24  Geo* 
III.  granting  a  duty  on  gold  and  fil? 
ver  plate. 

June ,  I  o. 

Lottery  adt. 

Adt  to  raife  a  fum  of  money  out 
of  the  confolidated  fund, 

•  ”  !  ’•  AdJ 
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Aft  for  granting  new  duties  on 
wine  licences. 

Aft  for  laying  a  duty  on  the  im¬ 
portation  of  rape  feed,  &c.  and  for 
the  importation  of  rape  cakes  duty 
free. 

Aft  for  converting  certain  an¬ 
nuities  by  tontine,  eilablifhed  by 
an  aft  of  laft  feffion,  into  certain 
annuities  for  an  ablolute  term  of 
years. 

Aft  for  granting  new  duties  on  to¬ 
bacco,  &c. 

Ad  tocontinue  for  a  limited  time, 


the  indemnity  aft  pafled  Feb,  23,  of 
the  prefent  feffion. 

Aft  to  continue  the  aft  26  G.  IIT* 
for  appointing  commiffioners  to  en¬ 
quire  into  the  ftate  of  the  crown  lands. 

Aft  to  explain  an  aft  Geo.  Ill* 
concerning  county  eleftions. 

Aft  to  amend  the  aft  limiting  the 
number  of  outlide  paflengers  of  itage 
coaches,  &c. 

Aft  to  authorize  the  commiffion¬ 
ers  of  the  cuftoms  to  defray  charges 
of  feizures  out  of  his  majefty ’s  fhare 
of  feizures  in  general. 
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The  CHARACTER  of  THOMAS  A  BECKET,  Akchbishof 

of  CANTERBURY. 

[From  Mr.  Berington’s  History  of  the  Reign  of  Henry  the 

Second.] 


U  T  T ITHOUT  incurring  the 
VY  imputation  of  a  vain  An¬ 
gularity,  may  I  fay,  that  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  this  man  has  never  been  fairly 
appreciated  ?  When  the  catholic 
draws  the  portrait ;  all  his  virtues 
are  emblazoned,  and  his  blemifhes 
are  loft  in  the  glare  of  light.  They 
view  him  as  a  faint ;  and  unfortu¬ 
nately  fo  impoftng  has  that  charac¬ 
ter  been  rendered,  that  the  eftential 
ftains  of  mortality  are  not  allowed  to 
reft  upon  it.  Since  the  recent  date 
of  the  reformation,  it  fhould  feem, 
that  the  moral  order  of  things  has 
been  inverted.  Some  virtues  loft 
their  name  ;  and  what  had  been  re¬ 
ligious,  exemplary,  and  perfect  above 
the  reach  of  unaffifted  nature,  ceafed 
to  be  fo.  The  proteftant  then  feized 
the  pencil,  and  viewing  Becket,  drew 
a  portrait,  on  which  were  feen  no 
lines  of  former  beauty.  On  both 
lides,  is  much  partial  judgment.  The 
ancient  hiftorians,  I  know,  who  lie 
before  me,  wrote  with  too  warm  an 
impreffion.  The  glare  of  miracles, 
they  thought,  was  flafhing  round 
them  ;  and  the  praifes  of  Rome  and 
of  Europe  echoed  in  their  ears.  It 
is  2n  apotheojis  which  they  celebrate. 
But  becaufe  this  is  too  much  ;  can 
we  At  down  with  too  little,  and  fay 
that  we  are  juft  t 


“  With  fome  enthuftafm  on  my 
mind,  I  confefs,  I  have  defcribed 
the  condudt  of  Becket.  Every  where 
I  faw  him  great  as  other  men,  and 
on  fome  occaftons,  I  faw  him  greater. 
Real  excellence  there  may  be ;  but 
it  is,  by  comparing  only,  that  we 
j  udge.  By  his  tide,  the  contemporary 
men  of  the  day,  the  greateft  the  era 
could  produce,  in  church  or  ftate, 
lofe  all  their  fplendor.  Alexander  is 
an  irrefolute  and  timid  politician  : 
the  prelates  of  England,  bafely  de¬ 
fect  ing  a  caufe,  which  their  own  con- 
fciences  held  facred,  are  courtly  fy- 
cophants,  and  excite  contempt :  the 
facred  college  of  cardinals,  bribed  by 
gold,  forget  their  dignity,  and  bar¬ 
tering  away  the  privileges  of  the  Ro¬ 
man  fee,  publicly  poft  up  their  ve¬ 
nality,  and  become  the  fliame  of 
chriftendom :  Henry,  the  lord  of 
many  people,  whom  Europe  then 
admired,  and  whom  pofterity  has 
called  the  greateft  of  Englifh  kings, 
through  die  quarrel  which  himfelf 
provoked,  is  wayward,  vindictive, 
timorous,  and  deceptions,  never 
fhewing  one  exertion  which  became 
a  king,  and  ever  indulging  a  train  of 
affections,  which  would  have  dif- 
graced  his  loweft  vaflal :  Becket,  from 
the  beginning,  is  Arm,  dauntlefs, 
composed,  and  manly ;  like  a  deep 
A  2  -and 


[4]  The  CHARACTER  of  THOMAS  A  BECKET. 


and  majeftic  river,  he  proceeds  even 
in  his  courfe,  hardly  ruffled  by  rocks 
of  oppofition,  and  true  to  the  level 
he  had  taken. 

“  His  endowments  from  nature  were 
great,  and  he  had  given  to  them 
luch  cultivation,  as  the  hate  of  the 
times  permitted.  It  would  have  been 
well,  perhaps,  had  he  never  feen  Bo¬ 
logna,  and  imbibed  from  its  mailers 
thofe  maxims  of  church  domination, 
which,  though  the  age  held  them  fa- 
Cred,  were  to  him  the  occafion  of 
an  unfortunate  controverfy,  and 
to  others  brought  much  afflifrion 
Early  in  life,  he  was  engaged  in  bu- 
finefs,  which  made  him  an  able  ne- 
gociator ;  and  the  favour  of  his 
prince,  which  foon  followed,  raifed 
him  to  uncommon  greatnefs.  But 
the  unbounded  confidence  he  enjoy¬ 
ed,  was  all  ufed  to  enoble  the  fource 
from  which  it  flowed.  He  did  not 
enrich  himfelf,  his  family,  or  his  re¬ 
tainers.  All  was  Henry's.  His  in¬ 
fluence  he  employed  to  gain  him 
friends,  and  to  fpread  his  interell ; 
and  when  he  difplayed  amunificence, 
more  than  royal,  it  was  his  mailer’s 
fame  he  looked  to.  The  love  of  plea- 
fure,  which,  in  a  difiipated  court, 
can  make  the  lloutell  virtue  tremble, 
pafled  over  his  fenfes,  as  a  gentle 
sale.  There  was  a  llernnefs  in  his 
charadler,  which  would  not  bend  to 
affe&ions  that  enervate ;  and  it  is 
remarkable,  that,  even  when  his 
enemies  were  moll  numerous  and 
malevolent,  they  never  charged  him 
with  a  Angle  vice.  His  ruling  paf- 
fions  were  the  paflions  of  a  great 
mind,  fuch  as,  when  circumllances 
favour,  lead  men  to  the  achieve¬ 
ments  of  patriots  and  of  heroes  ;  and 
had  providence  given  Becket  to  his 
country,  but  a  few  years  later,  we 
Ihould  have  feen  him,  oppofing  with 
main  fortitude  the  wild  pretenfions 
of  Rome,  and  at  the  h®ad  of  the  ba¬ 


rons,  wrefting  Magna  Chart  a  from 
the  tyrant  fon  of  Henry.  On  fome 
occafions,  I  think,  he  was  too  acrid 
in  his  exprefiions,  and  too  unyield¬ 
ing  in  his  condufl ;  but  when  we 
weigh  his  provocations  and  the  in- 
celfant  fcrefs  of  low  oppofition,  win¬ 
der  we  cannot,  and  we  may  ealily 
forgive.  His  private  virtues  were 
amiable.  They  endeared  him  to 
Henry,  who  loved  him  with  a  bro¬ 
ther’s  love ;  nor  were  they  foured, 
it  feemed,  by  adverfe  fortune.  They 
made  him  many  friends ;  and  John 
of  Salilbury,  his  Secretary  and  com¬ 
panion,  then  defcribes  him  bell, 
when  he  checks  his  impetuofity,  and 
chides  his  too  caullic  humour,  and 
does  not  give  offence. 

u  With  regard  to  the  controverfy 
itfeif,  he  only  is  competent  to  judge, 
who  can  tranfport  himfelf  back  to 
the  times  I  have  deferibed.  The 
privileges  of  the  church,  deemed 
facred,  and  by  a  felfilh  policy,  too 
much,  at  all  times,  confounded  with 
thofe  of  religion,  were  immediately 
conne&ed  with  it.  To  require  that 
Becket,  on  this  head,  Ihould  not  have 
had  the  notions,  which  chriftian  Eu¬ 
rope  then  had,  is  abfurd  ;  and  to  re¬ 
quire  that,  from  any  worldly  motive, 
he  Ihould  have  relinquifhed  them, 
is  to  think  bafely  of  human  nature. 
I  read  in  all  his  letters  the  flxongefl 
conviction  of  the  magnitude  and 
holy  import  of  his  caufe.  By  the 
force  of  what  cafuillry,  then,  could 
he  have  afted  than  as  he  did  ?  The 
favour  of  his  prince,  the  allurements 
of  patronage,  the  vail  power  of  Can¬ 
terbury  with  its  wealth,  and  the  en¬ 
dearing  ties  of  his  country,  he  facri- 
ficed.  In  the  gratification  of  a  ruling 
pallion,  I  know,  ail  that  is  not  con¬ 
nected  with  it,  weighs  as  does  a  fea¬ 
ther  ;  but  in  the  iituation  he  left, 
was  there  not  a  wider  fcope  for  ac¬ 
tion,  than  in  exile,  in  the  retirement 

of 
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of  Pontigny,  or  in  the  dependence, 
even  for  bread,  on  the  precarious 
bounty  of  another  ? 

44  Religion,  I  think,  through  life, 
gave  energy  to  his  conduct.  I  fpeak 
of  religion  as  he  viewed  it,  not  al¬ 
ways,  perhaps,  clear  of  every  mis¬ 
conception  in  theory,  or  in  praftice, 
always  uninfluenced  by  human  fail¬ 
ings.  To  read  its  divine  maxims, 
with  an  unerring  precifion,  and  to 
be  guided  in  all  things,  by  them 
alone,  has  been  of  fome  minds,  I 
believe,  the  noble  ardour  :  but  the 
beft  willies  of  the  heart  are  clogged 
by  the  connate  weaknelfes  of  our 
beinor  There  was  a  time,  when  the 
virtues  which  beft  become  a  church¬ 
man,  flood  not  foremoft,  it  is  true, 
in  the  life  of  Becket.  That  time  I 
marked.  But  Theobald,  his  patron 
and  his  guide,  had  then  given  him 
to  Henry,  and  told  him  to  be  his 
companion  in  the  cabinet,  in  the 
court,  in  the  camp,  and  in  the  fports 
of  the  field.  The  old  man’s  views 
were  upright.  Appointed  to  a 
higher  charge,  with  which  thofe  oc¬ 
cupations  could  not  accord,  even  as 
a  misjudging  age  beheld  it,  with  a 
becoming  fortitude,  he  broke  from 
every  engagement,  and  became  the 
Ihepherd  of  his  flock.  Courtiers,  he 
knew,  and  men  of  earthly  minds, 
would  charge  him  with  ingratitude, 
and  with  motives  even  of  ambition. 
He  fpurned  the  malevolent  imputa¬ 
tion,  and  as  the  duties  of  his  ftation 
dir  eft  ed,  fteadily  purfued  his  choice. 
What  benefits  England  might  have 
drawn  from  his  exertions,  in  the 
promotion  of  virtue  and  the  fupprel* 


THOMAS  A  BECKET.  [$] 

lion  of  vice,  the  troubles  which  foon 
followed,  did  not  permit  her  to  ex¬ 
perience.  To  good  men  the  pro- 
fpeft  had  been  flattering.  Through 
the  trying  years  of  profecution,  re¬ 
ligion,  doubtlefs,  often  aided  his  re- 
folution  ;  and  when  he  exceeded,  let 
it  be  remembered,  that  the  convic¬ 
tion  of  his  mind,  and  the  patronage 
of  many,  had  then  given  an  enthu- 
liafm  to  his  caufe.  He  praftifed  ab- 
ftemioufnefs  and  other  penitential 
rigours.  Thefe,  I  know,  are  an 
equivocal  fign  of  virtue  ;  but  when 
they  are  done  in  fecret,  or  are  known 
only  to  a  few,  he,  truly,  muft  be  an 
unequitable  man,  who  will  afcribe 
them  to  other  motives,  than  thofe  of 
piety  and  feif-abafement. 

44  Give  me  the  greateft  heroes, 
whom  ancient  times  did  deify,  or 
fuch,  as  a  more  temperate  pofterity 
has  regiftered  on  the  lifts  of  fame, 
and  I  will  fay,  that  Becket,  when  he 
clofed  his  life,  was  full  as  great  as 
they*  All  his  native  energy  then 
collefted  at  the  heart ;  and  feeing 
the  heavens,  as  he  thought,  opened  to 
him,  he  fell,  as  blefled  martyrs  had 
done. 

44  In  a  word,  he  had  blemilhes, 
and  he  had  many  virtues :  his  caufe, 
which  to  us  wears  few  marks  of 
chriftian  truth,  to  him  was  facred, 
and  he  defended  it  lincerely  :  but  if 
many  catholics  have  praifed  him  im¬ 
moderately  ;  why  Ihould  proteftants 
be  unjuft  ?  True  it  is, 

Men’s  evil  manners  live  in  brafs,  their 
virtues 

We  write  in  water.” 
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DESCRIPTION  of  the  PERSON,  and  PRIVATE  CHARACTER 

of  HENRY  II. 

[From  the  fame  Work.] 


u  T  T  E  was  about  the  common 
o  fize,  much  inclined  to  cor¬ 
pulency,  and  of  a  form  mafculine 
and  robufl ;  broad  in  the  cheft,  and 
nervous  in  every  limb.  His  com¬ 
plexion  was  florid,  his  hair  reddifh, 
fllvered,  in  age,  by  the  hand  of 
time,  his  head  fpherical  and  capa¬ 
cious,  his  eyes  orbicular  and  of  a 
grey  colour,  when  the  mind  was 
calm,  themfelves  mild  and  inno¬ 
cent,  but  in  anger,  tinged  with  red, 
flaming  and  furious  as  the  lightning's 
flafli :  his  face  broad,  leonine, 
quadrangular,  and  his  nofe  long  and 
well  proportioned.  He  negledted  his 
hands,,  never  wearing  gloves,  but  in 
hawking ;  his  cloaths  were  fliort, 
(on  which  account  he  has  fometimes 
been  called  court-manth)  calculated 
for  expedition,  his  boots  plain,  and 
his  bonnet  unadorned.  His  feet  and 
legs,  it  was  obferved,  were  generally 
in  a  bruifed  and  livid  Hate,  from  the 
repeated  blows  of  his  horfes ;  yet  he 
never  fat  down,  unlefs  when  un¬ 
avoidable.  His  chief  amufements 
were  thofe  of  the  field,  which  he 
purfued  with  an  immoderate  ardour. 
He  was  on  horfeback,  before  the  fun 
was  up  ;  often  fatigued  the  moll  ro- 
buft  fportfmen  in  the  chace ;  and  re- 
turning,  fometimes  late,  fat  down  to 
a  frugal  meal,  which  was  foon  dif- 
patched,  and  was  then  again  on  his 
feet,  till  wn  early  hour  called  him  to 
his  couch.  Thus  by  exercife  and 
abllemioufnefs  he  oppofed  a  difpo- 
fition  to  corpulency,  which  indul¬ 
gence  would  foon  have  rendered 

troublefome  and  unweildy.  His 

✓ 

hawks  were  brought  from  Norway, 
and  many  from  Wales;  and  he  was 
particularly  curious  in  his  hounds, 


that  they  fliou  Id  be  fleet,  well  tongued, 
and  confonous. 

“  His  underfianding  was  good, 
the  general  powers  of  his  mind  far 
above  the  ordinary  level,  and  his 
memory  mod  tenacious.  He  was 
fond  of  reading,  well  informed  in 
hiftory,  and  poflefled  a  natural  elo¬ 
quence,  which  when  his  temper  was 
unruffled,  flowed  with  grace  and  per- 
fpicuity.  He  was  affable  and  well- 
bred,  facetious  and  communicative.  - 
When  the  amufements  of  the  day, 
or  the  ferious  occupations  of  war  and 
bufmefs  were  over,  he  fought  the 
company  of  the  learned,  and  de¬ 
lighted  much  in  a  circle  of  church-  • 
men,  to  propofe  fubjedts  for  difcuf- 
flon,  and  himfelf  to  attempt  their  fo- 
lution.  k 

“  His  vices  were  the  vices  of  the 
man,  and  his  virtues  belonged  to  the 
prince.  If  the  firft  were  manifold, 
fo  were  the  fecond.  He  wifiied  to 
make  his  people  happy ;  and  the 
burthens  he  laid  on  them  were  com¬ 
paratively  light.  Even  in  the  foreft 
laws  his  lenity  appeared,  becaufe  he 
mitigated  their  ieverity,  in  the  eye 
of  his  ruling  paflion.  But  he  was 
little  loved,  and  he  died  unregretted. 
The  reafon  was: — His  foreign  en¬ 
gagements  detained  him  much  on 
the  continent,  during  which,  in  the 
adminiffration  of  his  jufticiaries,  the 
laws  were  negledted  ;  or  many  evils, 
from  the  ftate  of  things,  neceflarily 
difturbed  the  public  harmony.  The 
very  circumftance  of  his  abfence,  to 
a  nation  jealous  of  their  honour,  and 
confcious  of  their  fuperior  weight 
in  the  fcale  of  empire,  was  a  fubjedfc 
of  complaint ;  and  when  their  king 
returned  to  them,  it  was  often  with 

a  fevere 
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a  fevere  brow,  to  correH  abufes,  and 
to  enforce  the  execution  of  the  laws. 
The  Englilh,  therefore,  did  not  love 
him.  They  admired  him  as  a  war¬ 
rior,  who  extended  his  dominions, 
and  thev  feemed  to  fhare  in  his  tri- 
umphs.  Nor  was  he  well  with  his 
French  fubjefls,  the  Normans  only 
excepted.  The  monarch  of  France 
was  to  them  a  more  natural  fovereign: 
he  was  always  at  hand  to  proteft 
them ;  and  belides,  it  was  ever  his 
aim,  as  the  moft  obvious  policy  di¬ 
rected,  to  foment  a  fpirit  of  oppo- 
fition,  to  hold  out  favour  to  the  re¬ 
fractory,  and  to  fiiew  himfelf  to 
them,  with  the  benign  afpedl  of  their 
fuzerain  lord. 

44  Henry  is  generally  acknow¬ 
ledged  to  have  been  the  greateft  of 
our  Englifh  kings.  I  will  not  fay, 
that  it  was  otherwife :  but  when,  in 
cool  reflection,  we  take  a  view  of 
England,  as  he  left  it,  and  of  each 
particular  province  which  conftituted 
the  wide  empire  of  his  command, 
we  are  compelled  to  own,  that  he 


The  CHARACTER 
[From  the 

44  T  NNOCENT  had  virtues.  He 
Jj  was  learned,  magnificent,  per- 
fcverant,  wife.  In  the  knowledge  of 
laws  and  politics  he  had  no  equal : 
he  pofleiTed  the  art  of  government ; 
and  he  was  obeyed  more  from  fear 
than  love.  Ambition  was  his  ruling 
paffion,  to  gratify  which,  he  over- 
ftepped  the  bounds  of  decency  and 
juftice,  playing  as  wantonly  with  the 
folemn  cenfures  of  the  church,  as 
if  they  had  been  inftituted,  for  the 
common  purpofes  of  wayward  ca¬ 
price  or  refentful  vengeance.  To 
look  into  him  for  the  amiable  virtues 
of  life,  or  for  thofe  which  fliould 
form  the  paftoral  character,  would  be 
lofs  of  time.  The  prerogative  of 
the  holy  fee,  built  up  by  adulation 
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had  done  little  to  improve  their  laws, 
to  correct  their  manners,  to  extend 
their  commerce,  to  diffiufe  the  light 
of  fcience,  to  fpread  the  blelfmgs  of 
peace,  in  a  word,  to  make  them  a 
better  or  a  happier  people.  Added 
to  the  nominal  empire  he  had,  Scot¬ 
land  had  done  homage  to  him,  and 
Ireland,  it  may  be  faid,  had  fub- 
mitted  to  his  controul.  But  never 
was  a  conqueft  more  imperfeCtly 
fettled.  His  reigil,  in  a  word,  was 
more  brilliant,  than  attended  by  any 
real  benefits ;  more  fortunate,  than 
profperous  in  ufeful  and  permanent 
fuccefs;  and  had  providence  added 
a  few  more  years  to  its  duration,  we 
iliould  have  feen  it  terminate,  moll 
probably,  in  the  melancholy  reVerfe 
of  all  its  acquired  glory.  He  died 
unlamented  ;  but  the  experience  of 
the  next  reign,  fays  the  moft  philo- 
fophical  of  the  monkiih  writers, 
taught  them,  in  borrow  of  mind,  to 
lookback  to  Henry,  as  to  a  great  and 
good  prince.” 
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and  misjudging  zeal,  filled  his  mind : 
its  aggrandifement  he  fought,  fome- 
times,  perhaps,  from  motives  which 
the  cool  reafoner  may  excufe :  and 
the  meteor  of  univerfal  empire 
gleaming  on  his  fenfes,  did  not  per¬ 
mit  the  operations  of  a  difpaffionate 
and  unbiased  judgment.  No  tears 
were  filed  when  Innocent  fell,  but 
thofe  which  religion  wept,  too  juftly 
pained  by  the  inordinate  exertions 
and  worldly  views  of  her  firft  mi- 
nifter.  The  maxims  of  the  age, 
however,  muft  not  be  forgotten. 
They  will  throw  fome  veil  over  the 
failings  of  Innocent ;  will  extenuate 
the  intemperance  of  his  meafures ; 
and  blunt  the  edge  of  cenfure.  He 
was  fucceeded  by  Honorius  III.” 

A  a  ACCOUNT 
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ACCOUNT  ©f  FRANCIS  of  ASSISIUM,  Founder  of  the  FRAN¬ 
CISCAN  ORDER. 

[From  the  fame  Work.] 


<f  "ppRANClS  named  of  ARifium, 

J7  from  the  pJace  of  his  birth, 
a  town  in  the  ecclefiaffical  Rates, 
about  the  year  1206  founded  an  or- 
der,  the  character  and  leading  max¬ 
ims  of  which,  even  in  an  age  of  pro¬ 
digies,  could  excite  amazement.  He 
was  the  fon  of  a  merchant,  and  bred 
to  his  father’s  trade.  But  particu¬ 
larly  conffituted,  and  liRening  to 
dreams  and' vifions,  His  mind  opened 
to  other  imprefhons :  he  defpifed  the 
money-getting  life,  folaoed  the  indi¬ 
gent  by  his  charities,  made  himfelf 
a  butt  of  ridicule  to  his  fellow-citi¬ 
zens,  and  finally  furrendered  into  his 
father’s  hahds  every  profpeet  of  fu¬ 
ture  fupport,  ftripping  off  his  gar¬ 
ments  before  him,  that  he  might  be 
the  better  able  tb  repeat,,  he  faid, 
Our  father  who  art  in  heaven  !  He- 
retired,  indulging  the  warm  fug- 
geffions  of  his  mind,  by  the  prac- 
tifes  of  felf-abafement,  in  aiding  the 
fick,  begging  alms  for  their  relief, 
and  carrying  ftones  on  his  back  for 
the  repair  of  fome  fallen  churches. 
As  one  day  he  liftened  to  the  gof- 
pels,  he  heard  the  words  read  : 
44  Provide  neither  gold,  nor  filver, 
44  nor  brafs  in  your  purfes ;  nor 
44  fcrip  for  your  journey,  neither  two 
4i  coats,  neither  fhoes,  nor  yet  ftaves, 
44  for  the  workman  is- worthy  of  his 
44  meat.” — 44  That,”  he  ex-ciaimed, 
44  is  the  life  I  wifh  for and  he  threw 
afide  his  fhoes,  his  wallet,  his  ffaff, 
and  the  little  money  he  had,  keeping 
only  one  poor  coat,  with  a  capuce, 
fuch  as  the  Riepherds  in  Italy  then 
wore,  girded  round  with  a  knotted 
cord.  This  became  the  drefs  of  his 
followers. 

44  That  he  fhould  find  followers, 
may  appear  extraordinary.  He  had 


no  learning  :  but  in  his  words  there 
was  a  great  fimplicity ;  a  gentlenefs- 
in  his  manners  which  attracted  ;  in 
his  conduCt  a  forgivenefs  of  injuries, 
a  patience  of  inlults,  a  contempt  of 
riches,  and  a  purity  which  raifed  ad¬ 
miration,  and  drew  attention  round 
him.  He  preached,  and  foon  had 
difciples.  With  thefe,  who  were; 
eleven  in  number,  having  firfi  drawji 
up  a  rule  founded  on  the  letter  of 
the  gofpel  maxims,  he  went  to  Rome, 
and  prefented  himfelf  before  the 
pontiff.  It  was  the  high-minded  In¬ 
nocent.  He  heard  the  lowly  Francis 
announce  the  nature  of  his  inffitute,, 
which  a  zeal  for  the  reformation  of  a 
vicious  age  principally  animated, 
and,  after  fome  objections  made  to 
the  practicability  of  the  fcheme,  ap¬ 
proved  it. 

44  The  rule  in  its  firff  form,  ancf 
as  afterwards  more  detailed,  befides- 
the  three  ufual  vows  of 'obedience, 
cfrafiity,  and  poverty,  contained  in¬ 
junctions  which  were  peculiar  to  it. 
The  brothers  Riall  confider  them- 
felves  as  pilgrims  and  Rrangers  in  the. 
world ;  Riall  poffefs  no  property  in 
lands  or  any  endowments  of  their 
houfes  ;  Riall  fupport  themfelves  by 
the  free  contributions  of  the  faith¬ 
ful  ;  but,  on  no  occahon,  Riall  re¬ 
ceive  money.  There  is-’a  wonderful 
fpirit  of  humility,  of  fubmiflion  to 
a  ruling  providence,  of  good  will  to 
mankind,  which  pervades  this  ex¬ 
traordinary  code  of  laws,  tinCtured 
by  no  views  of  party,  n@  felf-intereR, 
no  human  policy.  A  fociety  of 
chriRian  philofophers  was  feen  to 
rife,  who  by  an  eafy  effort,  it  feemed,, 
could  praCtife  the  fublime  leffons, 
which  the  fages  of  Greece  had  boaff- 
ingly  delivered  to  their  followers. 

What 
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■What;  an  ancient  poet  faid  of  Zeno, 
the  father  of  the  Stoic  fchooj,  efurire 
docet ,  et  iri'venit  dijcipulos ,  with  more 
propriety  might  be  applied  to  the 
holy  citizen  of  Aftifium. 

u  Soon  he  began  to  found  convents, 
as  the  fame  of  his  fan&ity  grew ;  and 
as  his  difciples  multiplied,  he  fent 
them,  with  excellent  admonitions,  in¬ 
to  the  provinces  of  Italy,  and  to  dif- 
tant  nations,  to  preach,  to  Inftruft, 
and  to  edify.- — In  1219  was  held  a 
general  chapter  of  the  order  near 
AHifium,  when  more  than  five  thou- 
fand  brothers  appeared  in  the  field. 
For  feveral  days  there  they  remained, 
fitting  and  fleeping  on  the  bare  earth, 
while  provifions  flowed  in  from  the 
neighbouring  towns,  and  the  nobles 
of  the  land,  and  the  clergy,  with  their 
own  hands  admkftftered  to  them. — - 
In  this  year  a  colony  of  them  came 
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into  England,  where  being  kindly 

received,  they  eftablifhed  themfelves 

fir  ft  in  Canterbury,  and  then  in  Lon- 

*  ' 

don,  under  the  name  of  Grey  Friars* 
Francis  died  feven  years  after  this,, 
having  witnefled  the  wonderful  fpread 
of  his  inftitute,  and  gained  the  repu¬ 
tation  of  a  faint  by  the  difplay  of  ex- 
traordinary  virtues.  In  an  age  of 
lefs  intemperance  in  religion,  miracles 
and  the  fancied  intervention  of  pecu¬ 
liar  favours  from  heaven  would  not 
have  been  deemed  neceftary,  to  ftamp 
worth  and  admiration  on  a  character, 
which,  in  itfelf,  poflefled  the  pureft 
excellences  that  fall  to  the  lot  of  man* 
But  this  circumftance,  and  more  than 
this,  the  reception  which  an  inftitute 
fo  peculiarly  framed  met  with,  ferve 
to  manifeft  the  lingular  tafte  of  the 
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[From  the  Second  Volume  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Royau 

Society  of  Edinburgh.] 


«  TJ  OBERT  DUNDAS  of  Ar- 
nifton,  late  lord  prefident  of 
the  court  of  fellion,  was  born  on  the 
1 8th  of  July,  1713.  Fie  received 
the  earlier  parts  of  his  education  un¬ 
der  a  domeftic  tutor,  and  afterwards 
purfued  the  ufual  courfe  of  academi¬ 
cal  ftudies  in  the  univerfity  of  Edin¬ 
burgh.  In  the  end  of  the  year  1733, 
he  went  to  Utrecht,  where  the  lec¬ 
tures  on  the  Roman  law  were  at  that 
time  in  confiderable  reputation.  He 
remained  abroad  for  four  years ;  and, 
during  the  recefs  of  ftudy  at  the 
univerfity,  he  fpent  a  confiderable 
time  at  Paris,  and  in  vifiting  feveral 
©f  the  principal  towns  of  France  and 
the  low  countries. 

“  Returning  to  Scotland  in  1 737, 
he  was  called  to  the  bar  in  the  be* 
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ginning  of  the  following  year  ;  and, 
in  his  earlieft  public  appearances, 
gave  ample  proof  of  his  inheriting, 
in  their  utmoft  extent,  the  abilities 
and  genius  of  his  family.  His  elo¬ 
quence  was  copious  and  animated ; 
in  argument  he  difplay ed  a  wonder¬ 
ful  fertility  of  invention,  tempered' 
by  a  difcriminatiug  judgment,  which 
gave,  even  to  hrs  unpremeditated  ha¬ 
rangues,  a  methodical  arrangement  ; 
In  confultation,  he  poffefled  a  quick- 
nefs  of  apprehension  beyond  all  ex¬ 
ample  ;  and  his  memory,  which  was 
moft  Angularly  tenacious,  enabled 
him  to  treasure  up,  and  to  produce 
inftantaneoufly,  every  cafe  or  prece¬ 
dent  which  was  applicable  to  the  mat¬ 
ter  before  him. 

“  Thus  liberally  en  doweef  by  nature 

with 
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with  every  requifite  to  eminence  in 
his  profeilion,  he  had  the  honour  of 
being  appointed  foiicitor-general  for 
Scotland  in  September  1742,  at  the 
early  age  of  twenty-nine.  This  im¬ 
portant  office  he  held  only  for  four 
years.  He  had  obtained  it  through 
the  favour  of  the  Carteret  admini- 
flration,  which  was  then  in  power ; 
but,  on  the  change  of  miniflry,  which 
took  place  in  1746,  when  the  Pel¬ 
ham  party  regained  its  influence  in 
the  cabinet,  he,-  together  with  the 
other  friends  of  the  former  miniflry, 
religned  their  offices. 

44  But  the  high  conflderation  in 
which  he  then  flood  with  his  brethren 
at  the  bar,  was  not  diminifhed  by  the 
lofs  of  an  office  dependent  on  mini- 
iterial  favour.  In  the  fame  year, 
1746,  he  was  defied  dean  of  the  fa¬ 
culty  of  advocates,  and  continued  to 
prefide  over  that  refpeflable  body  till 
his  elevation  to  the  bench  in  1760. 

44  In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1754, 
Mr.  Dundas  was  elected  member  of 
parliament  for  the  county  of  Edin¬ 
burgh  ;  and,  in  the  following  dim¬ 
mer,  he  was  appointed  his  majefly’s 
advocate  for  Scotland. 

44  In  parliament,  the  (hare  which 
Mr.  Dundas  took  in  public  bufinefs, 
and  his  appearances  on  many  in- 
tere fling  fubjefts  of  difcuilion,  which 
occurred  in  that  important  period 
during  which  he  fat  in  the  houfe  of 
commons,  were  fuch  as  fully  to  juftify 
the  character  he  had  already  attained 
for  talents  and  ability.  Such  was 
the  complexion  of  the  times,  and  fo 
high  the  tide  of  party,  that  it  was  per¬ 
haps  impoffible  for  human  wifdom  to 
have  pointed  out.  a  line  of  political 
conduct  which  could  entirely  exempt 
from  cenfure.  The  lord  advocate 
ffiared  with  the  reft  of  his  party  in  the 
cenfure  of  thofe  who  followed  an  op- 
pofite  plan  of  politics but  of  him  it 
may  certainly  with  truth  be  affirmed, 
tjiat  in  no  inftance  was  he  ever  known 


to  fwerve  from  his  principles,  or  fo 
adt  a  part  in  which  he  had  not  the 
countenance  of  many  of  the  firmed: 
friends  to  the  intereft  of  their  coun^ 
try. 

44  The  oppofition  which  the  lord 
advocate  gave  to  the  eftablifhment  of 
a  militia  in  Scotland,  afforded  a  topic 
of  blame  to  a  great  party  in  this  coun* 
try,  who  warmly  fupported  that  mea- 
fure.  But  when  the  queflion  is  dift 
paflionately  viewed,  it  will  appear  to 
be  one  of  thofe  doubtful  points,  on 
which  the  wifeft  men  and  the  beft 
patriots  may  entertain  oppofite  opi¬ 
nions. 

44  The  apprehenfton  of  an  invafion 
from  France,  which,  from  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  war  in  1756,  had 
been  repeatedly  threatened  upon  the 
fouthern  coafts  of  the  ill  and,  occa- 
fibned  the  palling  of  various  adls  of 
the  Iegiflature;  for  the  eftablifhment 
and  regulation  of  the  militia  forces 
through  the- fever al  counties  of  Eng¬ 
land.  In  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1760,  the  fame  apprehenfion  had  ex¬ 
tended  to  Scotland.  The  fmall  arma¬ 
ment  under  Thurot  committing  acts 
of  depredation  on  the  weftern  coafts 
with  perfect  impunity,  began  to  ex¬ 
cite  a  very  alarming  fenfe  of  the  de- 
fencelefs  ft  tu  at  ion  of  the  country^ 
Meetings  were  held  in  many  of  the 
counties,  and  reffilutions  pafted  for 
applying  to  parliament  to  procure 
the  eftablifhment  of  a  militia  in  Scot¬ 
land,  upon  a  fimifar  plan  with  that 
which  now  fubfifted  in  England. 
The  political  emergency  appeared 
the  fame  through  the  whole  kingdom. 
The  Scots  were  alike  fenfible  to  the 
danger  of  their  lives  and  properties 
as  their  neighbours  of  the  fouth. 
They  juftly  conftdered  themfelves  as 
Handing,  by  the  treaty  of  union,  on 
an  equal  footing  with  the  Englifli, 
with  regard  to  all  the  privileges  of 
Britifh  lubjedls ;  and  while  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  one  part  of  the  iftand 

were 
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were  furni filed  with  arms  for  their 
own  defence,  it  feemed  but  judice  to 
allow  the  other  the  fame  means  of 
Security  and  proteftion. 

44  Thefe  arguments,  which  are  of 
a  general  nature,  or  at  bed  applicable 
only  to  a  temporary  emergency,  and 
to  an  apprehension  rather  of  eventual 
than  of  immediate  danger,  were  an- 
fwered  by  reafons  drawn  from  the  date 
of  the  country,  from  the  character  of 
the  people,  and  from  a  view  of  thofe 
confequences  which  mud  have  been 
the  refult  of  the  propofed  edablifli- 
ment.  Scotland,  it  was  argued,  is  far 
behind  her  dder-kingdom  in  the  eco¬ 
nomical  arts  of  indudry.  The  genius  of 
the  people,  particularly  in  the  north¬ 
ern  parts,  is  averfe  to  labour  and 
to  all  the  arts  of  peace.  But  the  Scots 
are  warlike  from  conditution,  and 
the  military  character  of  the  nation 
has  been  high  in  all  ages.  The  ar¬ 
tificial  habits  of  difcipline  and  regu¬ 
lar  exercife,  are  little  neeedary  in  a 
country,  where  men  are  by  nature 
foldiers,  attached  with  enthuliafm  to 
their  native  land,  and  prompt  to  de¬ 
fend  themfelves  with  fpirit  upon  the 
dighted  alarm  of  danger.  But  they 
need  excitement  to  the  arts  of  in¬ 
dudry.  Agriculture  is,  in  many  dif- 
trifts,  Shamefully  neglefted.  Manu¬ 
factures,  through  the  whole  country, 
are  vet  in  their  infancy.  The  em- 
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ployment  of  our  labourers  can  nei¬ 
ther  be  Spared  from  their  fields,  nor 
of  our  mechanics  from  their  looms, 
their  forges,  or  their  anvils.  To  of¬ 
fer  to  thofe  who  are  little  difpofed  to 
indudry,  Such  allurements  to  idlenCfs 
as  a  national  militia  would  prefeut, 
would  be,  in  the  highed  degree,  im¬ 
politic  and  ruinous  to  the  country. 

44  Thus,  it  appears,  that  the  Scheme 
for  the  edablifhment  of  a  militia  in 
Scotland,  admits  of  very  oppofite 
views  ;  and  men  of  candour,  equally 
endowed  with  good  fenfe,  and  equally 
patriotic,  may  be  luppoled,  as  was 
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certainly  the  cafe,  to  have  formed 
different  opinions  on  the  fubjeft. 
What  part  the  lord  advocate  of  Scot-  , 
land,  who,  by  his  office,  is  one  of  the 
chief  guardians  of  the  date,  and  bound 
by  duty  to  a  watchful  attention  in  all 
matters  which  regard  the  intered  of 
his  country,  ought  to  have  taken  in 
that  meafure,  it  would  be  prefump- 
tion  in  any  man  to  pronounce  with 
confidence,  while  he  mud  admit,  that 
opinions,  equally  weighty  and  re¬ 
spectable,  are  found  on  either  dde  of 
the  quedion. 

44  It  is  not  to  be  denied,  that  argu¬ 
ments  of  a  very  illiberal  nature  were 
urged  in  parliament  by  a  few  mem¬ 
bers,  who,  with  a  mean  and  narrow 
fpirit,  reproached  this  country  with 
disaffection  to  government,  and  in¬ 
culcated  the  danger  of  allowing  the 
ufe  of  arms  to  thofe  who  had  recently 
employed  them  in  rebellion.  It  was 
no  wonder  that  afperdons  of  this  na¬ 
ture  called  forth  the  mod  animated, 
nobu  and  Spirited  defence  of  their 
country’s  honour  from  Several  of  the 
Scottish  members,  who  perhaps  con¬ 
tended  the  more  keenly  in  behalf  cf 
that  meafure,  that  they  faw  it  oppofed 
from  fuch  unworthy  mqtives.  But 
the  quedion,  viewed  without  preju¬ 
dice,  remains  dill  disputable  ;  and 
the  arguments  of  the  lord  advocate 
againd  the  edablidiment  of  a  militia 
in  Scotland,  were  founded  on  the 
great  principles  of  national  expedi¬ 
ency,  and  a  regard  for  what  appeared 
to  him  the  real  and  fubdantial  inte- 
reds  of  the  country. 

44  On  the  iath  of  June  176c,  Mr. 
Dundas  was  appointed  preddent  of 
the  court  of  fefiion.  This  was  the 
sera  of  the  Splendour  of  his  public 
char  after.  Xnveded  with  one  of  the 
mod  important  truds  that  can  be 
committed  to  a  fubjeft,  the  Superin¬ 
tendence  and  regulation  of  the  high¬ 
ed  judicature  of  his  country,  he  ac¬ 
quitted  himfeif  of  that  trull,  during 
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the  twenty-feven  years  in  which  he 
held  it,  with  fuch  confummate  abi¬ 
lity,  wifdom  and  reftitude,  as  mud: 
found  a  reputation  durable  as  the  na¬ 
tional  annals,  and  tranfmit  his  me¬ 
mory  with  honour  to  all  future  times. 

“  At  his  firft  entry  upon  office,  the 
public,  though  well  allured  of  his 
abilities,  was  doubtful  whether  he 
poffieffied  that  power  of  application 
and  meafure  of  affiduity,  which  is 
the  firft  duty  of  the  ftation  that  he 
now  filled.  Fond  of  focial  inter¬ 
course,  and  of  late  engaged  in  a  fphere 
of  life  where  natural  talents  are  the 
chief  requifite  to  eminence,  he  had 
hitherto  Submitted  but  reluctantly  to 
the  habits  of  profeffional  induftry. 
But  it  was  foon  feen,  that  accidental 
circumlfances  alone  had  prevented 
the  development  of  one  great  feature 
of  his  charader,  a  capacity  of  pro¬ 
found  application  to  bufinefe.  He 
had  no  Sooner  taken  his  feat  as  pre¬ 
sident  of  the  feffion,  than  he  devoted 
himfelf  to  the  duties  of  his  office, 
with  an  ardour  of  which  that  court, 
even  under  the  ableft  of  his  prede- 
cellbrs,  had  feen  no  example,  and  a 
perfe'verance  of  attention  which  buf¬ 
fered  no  remiliion  to  the  lateft  hour 
of  his  life. 

“  Of  all  the  grievances  to  which  a 
free  people  can  be  Subjected,  one  of 
the  heavieft  and  moft  fevere  is  the 
tedioulnefs  of  judicial  procedure,  that 
delay  of  juft  ice  which  makes  often 
.oppreffion  itfelf  more  tolerable  than 
the  means  to  be  purfued  for  obtain¬ 
ing  its  redrefs.  Seniible  of  this  truth, 
and  determined  to  remedy  (in  as  far 
as  material  juftice  would  permit)  fo 
great  an  evil,  the  prefident  applied 
himfelf  immediately  to  the  determi¬ 
nation  of  a  long  arrear  of  law-fuits, 
which,  though  in  their  laft  ftage,  and 
ripe  for  judgment,  had  hung  upon 
the  rolls  of  the  court  during  the  period 
of  five  preceding  feftions,  Thefe,  in 
the  courfe  of  the  fummer-feffion  1 760, 


and  in  the  firft  month  of  the  next 
feffion,  were  all  decided,  while  the 
current  bufinefs  of  the  term  was  like- 
wife  difpatched;  and  thus  a  load, 
which  had  been  accumulating  during 
two  years  and  a  half,  was  cleared  away 
in  the  fpace  of  three  months.  The 
long  roll,  which  had  never  been 
purged  Since  the  inftitution  of  the 
court,  and  of  Which  the  very  name 
was  of  evil  augury,  was  thus  annihi¬ 
lated  at  once  ;  nor  was  it  ever  reviv¬ 
ed  while  Mr.  Dundas  fat  in  the  pre¬ 
sident’s  chair. 

“  The  primary  caufe  of  this  great 
reform  in  the  difpatch  of  bufinefs,  is 
certainly  to  be  found  in  the  uncom¬ 
mon  power  of  his  own  mental  abili¬ 
ties.  Amidft  that  multiplicity  of 
fuits  with  which  the  court  of  feffion 
is  at  times  overwhelmed,  no  party 
was  ever  heard  to  complain  that  the 
prefident  had  treated  his  caufe  Super¬ 
ficially,  or  with  an  imperfedt  intelli¬ 
gence  of  the  arguments  which  Sup¬ 
ported  it.  But  the  truth  was,  he  of¬ 
ten  drew  bis  knowledge  of  thofe  ar- 
guments,  lefs  from  the  information 
of  the  counfel  than  from  the  ftore- 
houfe  of  his  own  mind ;  for  it  was 
peculiar  to  him,  that  he  could  make 
himfelf  thoroughly  mafter  of  a  caufe, 
and  form  the  founded:  judgment  of 
its  merits,  from  the  fimple  perufal  of 
the  ftate  of  fadfs.  His  memory  en¬ 
abling  him  to  retain  thefe  fadfs  with 
theutmoft  eafe,  he  could,  in  the  courfe 
of  a  very  few  hours,  dedicated  to  the 
perufal  of  the  cafes,  prepare  himfelf 
upon  the  daily  bufinefs  of  the  court. 
Stimulated  by  his  example,  the  other 
judges  exerted  all  their  powers  of  ap¬ 
plication  ;  and  thus  the  machine  of 
juftice  moved  with  a  conftant  and 
equal  celerity,  while  his  regulating 
influence  operated  on  all  its  parts. 

“  But  if  the  affiduity  and  diligence 
of  judges  in  ftudying  the  caufes  that 
come  before  them,  is  the  firft  requifite 
towards  the  difpatch  of  bufinefs,  the 

next 
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next  eflential  concern  is,  that  thefe 
caufes  {hall  be  decided  with  brevity, 
and  that  the  time  which  is  aporopri- 
ated  to  giving  judgment  be  not  con- 
fumed  in  fuperfluous  reafonings,  or 
that  fpecies  of  wavering  debate, 
which  equally  retards  procedure,  and 
diminifh.es  the  relpeT  and  dignity  of 
the  court.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
the  reafoning  of  judges  upon  the 
bench,  is  of  excellent  effect,  wdien  fea- 
foned  by  that  difcretion  which  is  fitted 
to  imprefs  an  audience  with  reve¬ 
rence  for  the  wifdom  and  folemnity 
of  the  tribunal.  And  of  this  we  have 
daily  examples  in  the  fupreme  court 
of  this  country.  The  arguments  of 
the  judges  are  often  replete  with  in- 
ftruftion  to  the  bar.  In  many  cafes, 
to  which,  from  their  circumftantiate 
nature,  neither  the  written  nor  the 
confuetud inary  law  is  direflly  appli¬ 
cable,  thefe  are  the  refponfa  pruden- 
twn  which  fupply  that  unavoidable 
deficiency.  Thev  are,  moreover,  a 
criterion  to  the  public,  both  of  the 
abilities  of  judges,  and  of  their  at¬ 
tention  to  the  duties  of  their  office. 
But  ftill,  it  muft  be  admitted,  that 
there  is  much  danger  in  allowing  too 
great  latitude  to  judicial  reafonings. 
Befides  the  delay  of  bufinefs,  there  is 
a  hazard  that  that  warmth  of  argu¬ 
ment,  againft  which  even  the  wifeft 
and  moft  difpaffionate  of  men  cannot 
aPall  times  guard  themfelves,  fhould 
diminifh  the  reverence  due  to  the 
court,  and  even  the  authority  of  its 
decifions ;  for  thofe  judgments  can 
afluredly  have  but  little  weight  which 
are  known  to  be  the  refult  of  a  war 
of  contradiflory  ideas.  In  a  tribu¬ 
nal  compofed  of  many  judges,  there 
muft  of  courfe  be  a  frequent  diverfity 
of  opinion  ;  but  it  is  not  always  de¬ 
ferable  that  the  grounds  of  thofe  dif¬ 
ferent  opinions  fhouid  be  publicly 
canvalTed.  It  is  with  the  wifdom  of 


a  court,  as  it  is  with  perfonal  beauty, 
(the  obfervation  of  one  of  the  ableft 
judges  of  human  nature  f)  the  form 
upon  the  whole,  when  furveyed  at  its 
proper  diftance,  may  be  confum- 
mately  graceful ;  but  it  is  not  expe¬ 
dient  to  examine  it  by  too  near  an 
approach,  or  to  analyfe  too  minutely 
its  particular  features. 

44  Such  were  known  to  be  the  fen- 
timents  of  that  great  judge,  whofe 
character  we  are  now  attempting  to 
delineate  ;  and  correfponding  to  thefe 
fentiments  was  his  own  condudt  upon 
the  bench.  He  very  rarely  entered 
into  a  laboured  argument  on  the 
whole  grounds  of  a  caufe ;  much  lefs 
into  an  examination  or  confutation  of 
the  opinions  delivered  by  his  brethren. 
He  limited  himfelf  to  a  ftiort  and 
folemn  enunciation  of  his  own  opi¬ 
nion,  which  he  generally  fupported 
by  a  very  few  reafons,  on  which  he 
apprehended  the  decilion  ought  to 
reft.  His  manner  of  fpeaking  was 
firm  and  authoritative ;  his  language 
forcible,  though  unadorned  in  its 
ftrudture ;  and,  feeking  npt  to  pleafe, 
but  to  convince,  he  difregarded  thofe 
graces  of  elocution  which  the  orator 
may  frequently  find  of  ufe  to  palliate 
error,  but  which  the  judge  needs  fel- 
dom  to  employ,  who  is  defirous  only 
of  inculcating  truth. 

,  44  He  maintained,  with  great  ftrieft- 

nefs,  all  the  forms  of  the  court  in  the 
conduct  of  bufinefs.  Thefe  he  wife¬ 
ly  confidered  as  effential,  both  to  the 
equal  adminiftration  of  juftice,  and  as 
the  outworks  which  guard  the  law 
againft  thofe  too  common,  but  moft: 
unworthy  artifices  which  are  employ¬ 
ed  to  proftitute  and  abufe  it. 

44  To  the  bar,  he  conducted  him¬ 
felf  with  uniform  attention  and  re- 
fpe6t.  He  liftened  with  patience  to 
the  reafonings  of  the  xoomfel.  He 
never  anticipated  the  arguments  of 
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the  pleader,  nor  interrupted  him  with 
queftions  to  fhew  his  own  accutenefs  ; 
but  left  every  man  to  hate  his  caufe 
in  his  own  way :  nor  did  he  ever  in¬ 
terfere,  unlefs  to  t  errain  what  was 
either  manifeftiy  foreign  to  the  fub- 
je6t,  or  what  wounded,  in  his  appre- 
henfion,  the  dignity  of  the  court.  In 
this  laft  refpeCI  he  was  moft  laudably 
punctilious.  He  never  fullered  an 
improper  word  to  efcape,  either  from 
the  tongue  or  pen  of  a  counfel,  with¬ 
out  the  fevereft  animadverfion  ;  and 
fo  acute  was  that  feeling  which  he 
was  known  to  poffefs,  of  the  refpeCI 
that  was  due  to  the  bench,  that  there 
were  but  few  occafions  when  it  be¬ 
came  neceffary  for  him  to  exprefs  it. 

There  were  indeed  other  occa¬ 
fions,  on  which  his  feelings  were  moft 
keenly  awakened,  and  on  which  he 
gave  vent  to  a  becoming  fpirit  of  in¬ 
dignation.  He  treated  with  the 
greatefi  feverity  every  inftance,.  either 
of  malverfation  in  the  officers  of  the 
law,  or  of  chicanery  in  the  inferior 
practitioners  of  the  court.  No  ca¬ 
lumnious  or  iniquitous  profecution, 
no  attempt  to  pervert  the  forms  of 
jaw  to  the  purpofes  of  oppreffion, 
ever  eluded  his  penetration,  or  efcap- 
ed  his  juft  refentment. ' 

u  Thus,  pepetually  watchful,  and 
earn  eftiy  felicitous  to  maintain  both 
the  dignity  and  the  reCiitude  of  that 
fjpreme  tribunal  over  which  he  pre- 
fided,  the  influence  of  thefe  endea¬ 
vours  extended  itfelf  to  every  inferior 
court  of  judicature ;  as  the  motion 
of  the  heart  is  felt  in  the  remote!!  ar- 
■  tery.  In  reviewing  the  fentences  of 
inferior  judges,  he  conftantiy  exprelf- 
ed  his  defire  of  fupporting  the  juft 
authority  of  every  rank  and  order  of 
magiftrates  ;  but  thefe  were  taught, 
at  the  fame  time,  to  walk  with  cir- 
cumfpecftion,  to  guard  their  conduct 
with  the  moft  fcrupulous  exaCtnefs, 
and  to  dread  the  flighted:  deviation 
from  the  narrow  path  of  their  duty. 


*4  With  thefe  endowments  of  mind, 
and  high  fenfe  of  the  duties  of  his 
office,  it  is  not  furprifmg,  thatamidft 
all  the  differences  of  fentiment  which 
the  jarring  intereftsof  individuals,  or 
the  more  powerful  influence  of  poli¬ 
tical  faCtion,  give  rife  to,  there  fhould 
be  but  one  opinion  of  the  character 
of  this  eminent  man,  which  is,  that 
from  the  period  of  the  inftitution  of 
that  court  over  which  he  prefided, 
however  confpicuous  in  particular 
departments  might  have  been  the 
merit  of  feme  of  his  predeceffors,  no 
man  ever  occupied  the  prefident’s 
chair,  who  combined  in  himfelf  fo 
many  of  the  efientialrequifitesfor  the 
difeharge  of  that  important  office. 

44  But  it  is  not  the  intention  of  the 
writer  of  this  account  to  prefent  a 
faultlefs  picture.  Nothing,  in  fact, 
is  of  fo  little  value  as  indiscriminate 
panegyric ;  nothing  fo  empty  and 
infignificant  as  his  praife  who  fliews 
that  he  is  blind  to  imperfections.  If 
we  allow  the  merits  of  this  great  man, 
in  pofteiTmg,  in  their  utmoft  extent,. 
.  the  moft  effential  requifites  for  the 
ftation  which  he  filled,  it  is  but  a  fmail 
derogation  from  the  confeffed  emi¬ 
nence  of  his  charader,  when  we  ac¬ 
knowledge  a  deficiency  in  fome  fub- 
erdinate  qualities. 

44  Of  thefe,  what  was  chiefly  to  be 
regretted,  and  was  alone  wanting  to 
the  perfection  of  his  mental  accom- 
plifhments,  v/as,  that  he  appeared  to 
give  too  little  weight  or  value  to  thole 
(Indies  which  are  properly  termed 
literary.  This  was  the  more  remark- 

j  * 

able  in  him,  that,  in  the  early  period 
of  his  life,  he  had  profecuted  himfelf 
thofe  flu  dies  with  advantage  and  fuc- 
cefs.  In  his  youth,  he  had  made 
great  proficiency  In  clafiical  learning ; 
and  his  memory  retaining  faithfully 
whatever  he  had  once  acquired,  it  was 
not  unufual  with  him,  even  in  his 
fpeeches  on  the  bench,  to  cite,  and  to 
apply  with  much  propriety  the  moft 


Account  of  the  Right  Hon. 

striking  palfages  of  the  ancient  au¬ 
thors.  But  for  thefe  Rudies,  though 
qualified  to  fucceed  in  them,  it  -  does 
not  appear  that  he  ever  pofTeffed  a 
Rrong  bent  or  inclination.  If  he 
ever  felt  it,  the  weightier  duties  of 
adtive  life,  which  he  was  early  called 
to  exercife,  precluded  the  opportunity 
of  frequently  indulging  it ;  and  per¬ 
haps  even  a  knowledge  of  the  fafci- 
nating  power  of  thole  purfnits,  in 
alienating  the  mind  from  the  feverer, 
but  more  necefrary  occupations,  might 
have  inclined  him  at  laft  to  .difreliRi 
from  habit,  what  it  had  taught  him  at 
hi-fi  to  refill  from  principle. 

44  That  this  principle  was  'errone¬ 
ous,  it  is  unneceftary  to  confume  time 
in  proving.  It  is  fufficient  to  fay,  that 
has  jurifprudence  can  never  hope  for 
any  material  advancement  as  a  fcience, 
if  feparated  from  the  fpirit  of  phiio- 
fophy,  fo  that  fpirit  cannot  exifl,  in¬ 
dependent  of  the  cultivation  of  litera¬ 
ture. 

44  That  the  Rudies  of  polite  litera¬ 
ture,  and  an  acquaintance  with  the 
principles  of  general  erudition,  while 
they  improve  the  fcience,  add  luftre 
and  dignity  to  the  profemon  of  the 
law,  cannot  be  denied.  So  thought  all 
the  greateR  lawyers  of  antiquity.  So 
thought,  among  the  moderns,  that 
able  judge  and  moR  accompli Ried 
man,  of  whofe  character  we  have 
traced  forne  imperfect  features,  Lord 
ArniRon,  the  father  of  the  late  lord 
prefident ;  of  which  his  inaugural 
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oration,  as  it  Rands  upon  the  records 
of  the  faculty  of  advocates,  bears 
ample  teRimonv. 

44  His  fon,  it  is  true,  afforded  a 

Rrong  proof,  that  the  force  of  natural 

talents  alone  may  condudl  to  eminence 
* 

and  celebrity.  He  was  rich  in  na¬ 
tive  genius,  and  therefore  felt  not  the 
want  of  acqu  i  red  endowments.  But 
in  this  he  left  an  example  to  be  ad¬ 
mired,  not  imitated..  F.ew  inherit 
from  .  nature  equal  powers  with  his  ; 
and  even  of  himfelf  it  muR  be  allow¬ 
ed,  that  if  he  was  a  great  man  with¬ 
out  the  aids  of  general  literature,  or 
of  cultivated  tafle,  he  muR  have  been 
Rill  a  greater,  had  he  availed  himfelf 
of  thofe  lights  which  they  fumifli, 
and  that  improvement  which  they 
beftow. 

44  This  moR  ufeful  and  valuable 
jife .  was  terminated  on  the  1 3th  of 
December  1787,.  His  laft  illnefs, 
which,  though  of  fhort  continuance, 
was  violent  in  its  nature,  he  bore  with 
the  greateR  magnanimity.  He  died 
in  the  75  th  year  of  his  age,  in  the 
perfedl  enjoyment  of  all  his  faculties ; 
at  a  time,  when  his  long  fervices  might 
havejuRly  entitled  him  to  eafe  and 
repofe,  but  which  the  Rrong  fenfe  of 
his  duty  would  not  permit  him  to 
feek  while  his  power  of  ufeRilnefs 
continued ;  at  that  period^  in  fliort, 
when  a  wife  man  would  wifh  to  finifli 
his  couide ;  too  foon  indeed  for  the 
public  good,  but  not  too  late  for  his 
awn  reputation.” 


MEMOIRS 


£  16  3 


MEMOIRS  of  Sir  WILLIAM  WATSON. 

f Extracted  from  the  Second  Volume  of  Dr.  Pulteney’s  Historical 
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**  A  thofe  learned  bota- 

2%.  nifts  of  England,  who  early- 
recognized  the  prevailing  excellencies 
of  the '  Linnaean  fydem,  muff  he 
ranked  the  late  Sir  William  Watfon. 
At  a  period  when  botany  was  feebly 
Supported  in  thefe  kingdoms,  after 
the  deceafe  of  the  Sherards,  and  the 
retirement  of  Sloane,  his  talents  and 
his  zeal  enabled  him,  as  far  as  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  an  individual  could  extend, 
to  fudain  and  promote  this  fcience, 
not  only  with  his  own  countrymen, 
but  with  thofe  learned  foreigners  who 
vifited  this  kingdom.  Whilft,  there¬ 
fore,  judice  to  his  character  and  at¬ 
tainments,  in  the  fubjedt  of  this  work, 
•demand  consideration,  I  feel  an  addi¬ 
tional  motive  to  pay  a  tribute  to  his 
memory,  a  riling  from  a  grateful  re¬ 
membrance  of  the  friendship  and 
•correfpondence  with  which  he  ho¬ 
noured  me. 

“  Sir  William  Watfon  was  bom 
in  1715,  in  St.  John’s-ftreet,  near 
Smithfield.  His  father  was  a  reput¬ 
able  tradefman  in  that  ffreet,  and 
died  leaving  him  very  young.  When 
he  had  attained  to  a  proper  age,  he 
was  fent  to  merchant  taylor’s  fchool ; 
and  from  thence  was  apprenticed  to 
Mr.  Richardfon,  apothecary,  in  1730. 

•  “  Xn  his  youth  he  had  a  ffrong 
propensity  to  the  dudy  of  natural 
hiftory,  and  particularly  to  that  of 
plants.  This  led  him  to  make  fre¬ 
quent  excurfions  in  a  morning,  feve- 
ral  miles  from  London;  fo  that  he 
became  early  well  acquainted  with 
the  Loci  natalcs  of  the  indigenous 
plants  of  the  environs  of  London ; 
and,  during  his  apprenticeiliip,  he 


gained  the  honorary  premium  given 
annually  by  the  apothecary’s  com¬ 
pany5-,  to  fiich  young  men  as  exhibit 
a  fuperiority  in  the  knowledge  of 
plants,  in  thofe  excurfions  made  by 
the  demonflrator  of  Chelfea  garden ; 
■and  inftituted  forthepurpofe  of  initi¬ 
ating  the -apprentices  of  the  company  in 
a  fcience  fo  neceflary  to  the  profelhom 
This  premium,  confided  of  a  hand- 
fonrely  bound  copy  of  Ray’s  Synopfis. 
He  continued,  at  times,  throughout 
his  lifei  to  attend  on  thefe  occadons, 
and  meet  his  former  afiociates  with 
great  pleafure  and  delight. 

“  In  1738,  Mr.  Watfon  married, 
and  fet  up  in  bufinefs  for  himfelf. 
His  Ikill,  his  activity,  and  diligence 
in  his  profedion,  foon  didingu idled 
him  among  his  acquaintance  ;  as  did 
his  tade  for  natural  hidory,  and  his 
general  knowledge  of  philofophical 
fubjedts  among  the  members  of  the 
royal  fociety,  of  which  honourable 
body  he  was  eledted  a  member 
early  in  the  year  1741  ;  his  two  fird 
communications  being  printed  in  the 
forty-fird  volume  of  the  Philofophi¬ 
cal  Tranfadtions. 

“  Soon  ader  his  admilfion  into  the 
royal  fociety,  Mr.  Watfon  didin- 
gu idled  himfelf  as  a  botanid. 

“In  1748,  Mr.  Watfon  had  an 
opportunity  of  diewing  attention  to 
M.  Halm,  during  his  abode  in  Eng¬ 
land,  which  was  from  February  till 
Augilft,  when  he  embarked  for  Ame¬ 
rica.  He  introduced  him  to  the 
curious  gardens,  and  accompanied 
him  in  l'everal  botanical  excurfions 
in  the  environs  of  London,  This 
eminent  pupil  of  Linnaeus,  who  was 

a  Swedifh 
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s.  Swtdifh  divine,  on  his  return  home, 
became  profeflor  of  ceconomy  at  Abo, 
where  he  died  Nov.  1 6,  1779,  aged 

63* 

“  The  fame  civilities  were  mani- 
fefted  by  Dr.  Watfon  to  the  prefent 
eminent  Dr.  Pallas,  of  Peterlburgh, 
during  his  abode  in  England,  which 
was  from  July,  1761,  to  April, 
1762. 

“  In  1749,  in  company  with  Dr. 
Mitchell,  Mr.  Watfon  examined  the 
remains  of  the  garden,  formerly  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Tradefcants.  They 
found  the  arbutus,  and  the  cupreffus 
Americana,  with  other  exotics,  in  a 
vigorous  Hate,  after  having  fuftained 
the  winters  of  this  climate  for  one 
hundred  and  twenty  years.  This 
lituation  had  alfo  afforded  a  proof, 
not  often  exemplified,  of  the  large 
fize  to  which  the  common  buck¬ 
thorn  will  grow.  They  found  one 
about  twenty  feet  high,  and  near  a 
foot  in  diameter. 

In  1751  were  laid  before  the 
public  fome  very  curious  and  inte- 
refting  particulars,  relating  to  the 
fexes  of  plants,  which  tended  to  con¬ 
firm  the  truth  of  that  doiftrine  in  a 
remarkable  manner.  Thefe  were 
occasioned  by  a  letter  from  Mr.  My- 
Ji  ns,  of  Berlin,  informing  Mr.  Wat¬ 
fon,  that  a  tree  of  the  palma  major 
foliisjlahelliforntihus ,  which,  although 
It  had  borne  fruit  for  thirty  years 
paft,  had  never  brought  any  to  per¬ 
fection,  until  the  flowers  of  a  male 
tree,  brought  from  Leipfic,  twenty 
German  miles  diftant,  had  been  ful- 
pended  over  its  branches.  After  this 
operation,  the  tree  yielded  the  firffc 
year  above  one  hundred,  and  the  fe- 
cond,  upon  repeating  the  experiment, 
above  two  thoufand  ripe  fruit ;  from 
which  eleven  young  palm-trees  had 
been  propagated. 

“  Mr.  Watfon  paid  the  fame  tri¬ 
bute,  in  1751,  to  the  memory  of  Dr. 
Henry  Compton,  biftiop  ol  LondQ/i, 

1790. 


the  friend  and  patron  of  Mr.  Ray,  as 
he  had  done  to  that  qf  the  Tradef¬ 
cants  ;  and  gives  a  lift  of  thirty-three 
exotic  trees,  which  were  then  remain-* 
ing  in  the  garden  at  Fulham.  From 
this  catalogue  may  be  inferred,  not 
only  the  original  fplendor  of  the 
garden,  and  the  zeal  and  tafte  the 
biftiop  ftiewed  in  the  cultivation  of 
fuch  numerous  curiofities,  but  the 
facility  with  which  trees  of  very  dif¬ 
ferent  latitudes  may  become  natu¬ 
ralized  in  England. 

“  In  the  45  th  volume  of  the  Philo- 
fophical  Tranfadtions,  page  301,  we 
find  “  an  account  of  the  cinnamon 
tree occasioned  by  a  large  fpeci- 
men,  equal  in  fize  to  a  walking  cane* 
fent  over  by  Mr.  Robins  to  Dr.  Le~ 
therland,  and  which  was  exhibited 
to  the  infpedtion  of  the  Royal  Society. 
From  this  account  we  learn,  that 
three  cinnamon  trees,  which  were  in¬ 
tended  to  have  been  fent  to  Jamaica, 
were  growing  in  the  garden  of  Hamp¬ 
ton  Court  in  the  reign  of  king  Wil¬ 
liam. 

“  Mr.  Watfon,  about  this  time* 
was  the  firft,  as  I  apprehend,  who 
communicated  to  the  Englifli  reader 
an  account  of  a  revolution  which  was 
about  to  take  place  among  the  learn¬ 
ed,  in  botany  and  zoology,  refpedting 
the  removal  of  a  large  body  of  ma¬ 
rine  produdlions,  which  had  hereto¬ 
fore  been  ranked  among  vegetables ; 
but  which  wrere  now  proved  to  be  of 
animal  origin,  and  ftand  under  the 
name  of  zoophytes,  in  the  prefent 
fyftem  of  nature.  It  may  be  eafiiy 
feen  that  this  refpedts  the  corals* 
corallines,  efcharse,  madrepores* 
fponges,  &c.  and  although  even  Gefc 
ner,  Imperatus,  and  Rumphius,  had 
fome  obfcure  ideas  relating  to  the  du¬ 
bious  ftrudlure  of  this  clafs,  yet  the 
full  difcovery,  that  thefe  fubftances 
were  the  fabrications  of  polypes,  was 
owing  to  M.  Peyffonnel,  phyfician  at 
Guadaioupe.  This  gentleman  had 
Ji  imbibed 
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imbibed  this  opinion  firft  in  1 723,  at 
Marfeilies ;  and  confirmed  it,  in  1725, 
on  the  coaft  of  Barbary.  While  in 
Gnadaloupe,  he  wrote  a  volume  of 
400  pages  in  quarto,  in  proof  of  this 
fubjeCt,  which  he  tranfmitted  in  ma- 
nufcript  to  the  Royal  Society  ol  Lon¬ 
don.  This  treatife,  in  which  the 
author  feemed  to  have  put  the  mat¬ 
ter  out  of  doubt,  as  to  the  animal 
origin  of  thefe  bodies,  was  tranllated, 
analyzed,  and  abridged,  in  1752,  by 
Mr.  Watfon  ;  and  publifhed  in  the 
Philofophical  Tranfafitions,  at  a  time 
when  the  learned  were  wavering  in 
their  opinions  on  this  matter.  M. 
Tremblv's  invefligation  refpeding 
the  frefh  water  polypes  had  paved- 
the  way  for  the  reception  of  Peyflon- 
nel's  truths  ;  and  Mr.  Watfon  him- 
felf,  in  company  with  M.  Trembly, 
had  an  opportunity,  on  the  coaft  of 
Suflex,  when  on  a  viftt  at  the  duke  of 
Richmond’s,  in  one  of  thofe  annual, 
excurllons  which  for  many  years  he 
fieldom  failed  to  make  in  the  Cummer 
feafon,  of  verifying  M.  Peyfionnel's 
fyftem,  in  viewing  the  polypes  of  the 
corallines. 

u  In  1754,  Mr.  Watfon  wrote  an 
account  of  the  firft  edition  of  the 
Species  Plantarum  of  Linnaeus,  which 
was  publifhed  in  the  Gentleman’s 
Magazine,  p.  555,  for  that  year.  It 
is  not  only  highly  worthy  of  being 
read,  for  the  ufeful  information  and 
curious  critical  matter  it  contains, 
but  alfo  on  account  of  its  having  pro¬ 
duced  from  that  celebrated  profeflbr 
a  handfome  letter  written  in  Latin  ; 
in  which  he  takes  occafion  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  the  candor  and  fkill  of  the 
author  in  high  terms;  and  vindi¬ 
cates  himfelf  for  having,  in  his  work 
above-mentioned,  given  to  the  meadia 
(a  plant  fo  called  by  Catefby,  in  ho¬ 
nour  of  Dr.  Mead)  a  different  name. 
Linnaeus’s  letter  was  printed  the  fuc- 
ceeding  year,  in  the  fame  publica¬ 
tion. 


u  Thefe  talents,  it  may  be  eafily 
imagined;  rendered  him  a  welcome 
vifttor  to  Sir  Hans  Sloane,  who  had 
retired  to  Chelfea  in  1740.  In  fact, 
he  enjoyed  no  fmall  ftiare  of  the  fa¬ 
vour  and  efteem  of  that  veteran*  in 
fcience  ;  and  was  honoured  fo  far,  as. 
to  be  nominated  one  of  the  truftees 
of  theBritifh  Mufeum  by  Sir  Hans 
himfelf,  who  died  fan.  1 1,  1753. 

“  After  its  eftablifhment  in  Mon- 
tagu-houfe,  Mr.  Watfon  was  very 
aftiduous,  not  only  in  the  internal  ar¬ 
rangement  of  fubjeCfs,  but  alfo  in 
getting  the  garden  furnifhed  with 
plants;  infomuch  that,  in  the  firft 
year  of  its  eftablifhment,  in  1756,  it 
contained  no  fewer  than  ftx  hundred 
fpecies,  all  in  a  fiourifhing  ftate. 

u  Having  given  ample  fpecimens 
of  tine  genius  and  abilities  of  Mr. 
W; atfon,  as  a  naturalift,  we  muft  now 
conftder  his  talents  in  fome  other 
branches  of  knowledge.  Among 
thefe  nothing  contributed  fo  much 
to  extend  his  fame,  and  enlarge  his 
connexions  with  men  of  fcience,  as 
his  difcoveries  in  electricity.  He  be¬ 
came  early  enamoured  with  the  phe¬ 
nomena  of  this  wonderful  agent  in 
nature ;  an  attention  to  which  had 
been  fome  time  before  excited,  among 
tlie  philofophers  of  Europe  ;  and  par¬ 
ticularly  in  England,  by  Mr.  Stephen 
Gray,  of  the  Charter-houfe  ;  Gran¬ 
ville  Wheler,  efq;  Dr.  Defaguliers; 
and  others. 

“  About  the  year  1744,  Mr.  Wat- 
foil  took  it  up,  and  made  feverai  im¬ 
portant  difcoveries  in  it.  At  this 
time  it  was  no  fmall  advancement  in 
the  progrefs  of  electricity  to  be  able 
to  fire  fpirit  of  wine.  He  was  the 
firft  in  England  who  effefited  this, 
and  he  performed  it,  both  by  the  di¬ 
rect  and  the  repulfive  power  of  elec¬ 
tricity.  He  afterwards  fired  inflam¬ 
mable  air,  gunpowder,  and  inflam¬ 
mable  oils,  by  the  fame  means.  He. 
alfo  inftituted  feverai  other  experi¬ 
ments. 
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ments,  which  helped  to  enlarge  the 
power  of  the  electrician  ;  butthemoft 
important  of  his  difcoveries  was,  the 
proving,  that  the  eleCtric  power  was 
not  created  by  the  globe  or  tube,  but 
only  collected  by  them.  Dr.  Frank¬ 
lin  and  Mr.Wilfon,  were  alike  for¬ 
tunate  about  the  fame  time.  It  is 
eafy  to  fee  the  extreme  utility  of  this 
difcovery  in  conducing  all  fubfe- 
quent  experiments.  It  foon  led  to 
what  he  called  44  the  circulation  of 
the  eleClric  matter.” 

“  Befides  thefe  valuable  difcoveries, 
the  hifrorian  of  electricity  informs  us, 
that  Mr.  W atfon  firft  obferved  the 
different  colour  of  the  fpark,  as  drawn 
from,  different  bodies ;  that  electricity 
buffered  no  refraction  in  paffmg  thro’ 
glafs ;  that  the  power  of  electricity 
was  not  affeCted  by  the  prefence  or 
abfence  of  fire,  fince  the  fparks  were 
equally  ftrong  from  a  freezing  mix¬ 
ture,  as  from  red  hot  iron ;  that 
flame  and  fmoke  were  conductors  of 
electricity ;  and  that  the  itroke  was, 
as  the  points  of  contact  of  the  non- 
eleCtrics  on  the  outfide  of  the  glafs. 
This  inveftigation  led  to  the  coating 
of  phials,  in  order  to  increafe  the 
power  of  accumulation  ;  and  quali¬ 
fied  him  eminently  to  be  the  princi¬ 
pal  aCtor  in  thofe  famous  experi¬ 
ments,  which  were  made  on  the 
Thames,  and  at  Shooter’s  Hill,  in  the 
years  1747  arK*  J748>*  one  of 
which  the  eleCtrical  circuit  was  ex¬ 
pended  four  miles,  in  order  to  prove 
the  velocity  of  electricity  ;  the  refult 
of  which  convinced  the  attendants 
that  it  was  inftantaneous. 

“  It  ought  alfo  to  be  remembered, 
that  Mr.  Watfcn  conducted  fome 
other  experiments,  with  fo  much  fa- 
gacity  and  addrefs,  relating  to  the  im¬ 
practicability  of  tranfmitting  odours, 
and  the  power  of  purgatives  through 
glafs  ;  and  thofe  relating  to  the  ex¬ 
hibition  of  what  was  called  the  44  glory 
round  the  head,”  or  the  “  beatifica¬ 


tion,”  boafred  to  have  been  done  by 
fome  philofophers  on  the  continent ; 
that  he  procured,  at  length,  an  ac¬ 
knowledgement  from  Mr.  Bofe,  of 
what  he  called  “  an  embelliflunent,” 
in  conduCtmg  the  experiments ;  a 
procedure  totally  incompatible  with 
the  true  fpirit  of  a  philofopher  ! 

a  Mr.  Watfon’s  firft  papers  on  the 
fubjeCI  of  eleftricity  were  addreffed, 
in  three  letters,  to  Martin  Folkes, 
efq.  prefident  of  the  Royal  Society, 
dated  in  March,  April,  and  OCtober, 
1745;  and  were  publilhed  in  the 
Philofophical  TranfaCHons,  under 
the  title  of  44  Experiments  and  obfer- 
44  vatiotis  tending  to  illuftrate  the  na- 
44  ture  and  properties  of  eleCfricity.,, 
Thefe  were  followed  in  the  beginning 
of  the  next  year  (1746)  by  44  Farther 
44  experiments,  &c.;”  and  thefe  by 
44  A  fequel  to  the  experiments,  &c.” 

44  Thefe  traCfs  were  collected,  and 
feparately  publifhed  in  oCtavo,  and 
reached  to  a  third  or  fourth  edition. 
They  were  of  fo  intereft ing  a  nature, 
that  they  gave  him  the  lead,  as  it  wrere, 
in  this  branch  of  philofophy  ;  and 
were  not  only  thq  means  of  raffing 
him  to  a  high  degree  of  eftimation  at 
home,  but  of  extending  his  fame 
throughout  all  Europe.  His  houfe 
became  the  refort  of  the  moft  inge¬ 
nious  and  illuftrious  experimental 
philofophers  that  England  could 
boaft. 

44  Several  of  the  nobility  attended 
on  thefe  occafions ;  and  his  prefent 
majefty  George  III.  when  prince  of 
Wales,  honoured  him  with  his  pre¬ 
fence.  In  fad  there  needs  no  great¬ 
er  confirmation  of  his  merit,  at  that 
early  time,  as  an  electrician,  than  the 
public  teftimony  conferred  upon  him 
by  the  Royal  Society,  which,  in  1745, 
prefented  him  with  Sir  Godfrey 
Copley’s  medal,  for  his  difcoveries  in 
eleClricity. 

•  44  After  this  mark  of  diftinAion, 
Mr.  Watlon  continued  to  profecute 
2  eleCtrical 
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electrical  ftudies  and  experiments, 
and  to  write  on  the  fubjeCt  tor  many 
years. 

“  He  was  appointed,  by  the  Royal 
Society, one  of  the  committee  ini  772, 
to  examine  into  the  ftate  of  the  pow¬ 
der-magazines  at  Purfleet ;  and  with 
the  honourable  Mr.  Cavenditli,  Dr. 
Franklin,  and  Mr.  Robertfon,  fixed 
on  pointed  conductors  as  preferable 
to  blunt  ones ;  and  again,  was  of  the 
committee  in  1 778,  after  the  experi¬ 
ments  of  Mr.  Wilfon  in  the  Pan¬ 
theon. 

“  As  Mr.  Watfon  had  conftantly 
lived  in  London,  he  had  been  a  curi¬ 
ous  obferver  of  the  wonderful  in- 
creafe  and  improvement  of  that  vaft 
city.  He  was  acquainted,  in  no  or¬ 
dinary  degree,  with  its  hiftory,  and 
its  police  in  general ;  and  had  par¬ 
ticularly  attended  to  thofe  circum- 
ftances  that  were  more  immediately 
the  objeCts  of  the  philofopher  and  the 
phyfician. 

“  As  from  the  earlieft  times  of  the 
Royal  Society,  it  had  been  cuftomary 
to  requeft  of  fome  member,  properly 
qualified  from  his  knowledge  of  the 
1  abject,  to  review,  and  lay  before  that 
body  at  their  ufual  meetings,  any 
fuch  extracts  from  the  numerous  pub¬ 
lications  which  were  fent  to  the  fo¬ 
ci  ety,  relating  to  difcoveries  in  phi- 
lofophy  and  the  arts,  as  promifed  to 
be  of  general  utility,  that  they  might 
be  recorded  in  the  Philofophical 
TranfaCtions,  this  office  did  not  un- 
frequently  fall  upon  Mr.  Watfon.  ' 

“  All  who  were  acquainted  with 
the  extent  of  Mr.  Watfon’s  know¬ 
ledge  in  the  praCfice  of  phylic,  in  na¬ 
tural  hiftory,  and  experimental  phi- 
lofophy,  were  not  furprifed  to-  fee 
him  rife  into  4:he  higher  line  of  his 
profefiion.  This  event  took  place  in 
1757,  previous  to  which  he  had  been 
chofen.  a  member  ol  the  Royal  Aca¬ 
demy  of  Madrid  ;  and  he  was  creat- 
ed  doctor  of  phylic  by  the  liniverfity 


of  Halle,  under  a  diploma,  bearing 
date  September  the  6th.  The  fame 
honour  was  conferred  upon  him  by 
that  of  Wittemberg  about  the  fame 
time.  Soon  after  which  he  was  disfran- 
chifed  from  the  company  of  apothe¬ 
caries.  He  became  a  licentiate  of  the 
College  of  Phyficians  in  *759- 
“  This  alteration  in  his  circum- 
ftances  and  profpecfts,  hazardous  as 
it  might  be  confidered  by  fome,  oc- 
cafioned  no  diminution  in  his  emolu¬ 
ments,  but  far  the  contrary.  He  had. 
before  this  time  removed  from  Al- 
derfgate-ftreet  to  Lincoln’s  Inn  Fields, 
where  he  lived  the  remainder  of  his 
days;  and  now  he  found  himfelf  at 
greater  liberty  to  purfue  his  ftudies, 
and  carry  on  at  more  liefure  the  ex- 
tenfive  literary  connexion  in  which 
he  was  engaged  both  at  home  and 
abroad.  He  kept  up  a  clofe  corre- 
fpondence  with  Dr.Huxham  for  many- 
years.  We  find  among  his  corre- 
foondents  abroad  the  names  of  M. 

1 

PeyfTonne],  Clairaut,  Bofe.  the  abbe 
Nollet,  M.  Allemand,  M.  Juffieu, 
and  many  others,  as  mav  be  feen 
from  the  letters  communicated  by 
him  to  the  Royal  Society, 

“  In  OCtober  1762,  Dr.  Watfon 
wa$  chofen  one  the  phyficians  to  the 
Foundling  Hofpital,  which  office  he 
held  during  the  remainder  of  his 
life. 

“  As  Dr.  Watfon  lived  in  intimacy 
with  the  moft  illuftrious  and  learned 
fellows  of  the  Royal  Society,  fo  he  was 
himfelf  oneofitsmoft  aCtive  members, 
and  ever  zealous  in  promoting  tire 
ends  of  that  inftitution.  For  many 
years  Ire  was  a  frequent  member  of 
the  council;  and,  during  the  prefi- 
dentlhip  of  Sir  John  Pringle,  was 
eleCled  one  of  the  vice-prefidents ; 
which  honourable  office  he  continued 
to  fill  to  the  end  of  his  days.  He  was 
a  moft  conftant  attendant  on  the  pub¬ 
lic  meetings  of  the  foci  ety  ;  and  on 
tW  private  afieciations  of  its  members, 
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especially  on  that  formerly  held  every 
Thurfday,  at  the  Mitre,  in  Fleet- 
llreet,  and  now  at  the  Crown  and 
Anchor  Tavern,  in  the  Strand. 

“  In  1784,  Dr.  Watfon  was  chofen 
a  fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Phy- 
ficians,  and  made  one  of  the  eleds. 

“  In  1786  he  had  the  honour  of 
knighthood  conferred  upon  him  ;  be¬ 
ing  one  of  the  body  deputed  by  the 
college  to  congratulate  his  majeftv  on 
his  efcape  from  affallination. 

“  In  general  Sir  William  Watfon 
enjoyed  a  firm  ftate  of  health.  It 
was  fometimes  interrupted  by  fits  of 
the  gout ;  but  thefe  feldom  confined 
him  long  to  the  houfe.  In  the  year 
1786,  the  decline  of  his  health  was 
very  vifible  to  his  friends,  and  his 
ftrength  was  greatly  diminifhed,  to¬ 
gether  with  much  of  that  vivacity 
which  fo  ftrongly  marked  his  cha- 
rader.  He  died  May  10,  1787. 

“  Sir  William  Watfon  had  a  na¬ 
tural  activity  both  of  mind  and  body 
that  never  allowed  him  to  be  indo¬ 
lent  in  the  flighted:  degree.  He  was 
a  moll  exact  ceconomift  of  his  time, 
and  throughout  life  a  very  early  rifer, 
being-  up  ufuallv  in  fummer  at  fix 
o'clock,  and  frequently  fooner  ;  thus 
feeuring  to  himfelf  daily  two  or  three 
uninterrupted  hours  for  ftudy.  In 
his  younger  days,  thefe  early  hours, 
as  I  have  before  obferved,  were  fre¬ 
quently  given  up  to  the  purpofes  of 
dimpling ;  but,  in  riper  years  they 
were  devoted  to  ftudy.  He  read 
much  and  carefully  ;  and  his  ardent 
and  unremitting  delire  to  be  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  progrefs  of  all  thofe 
fciences  which  were  his  objeds,  joined 
to  a  vigorous  and  retentive  memory, 
enabled  him  to  treafure  up  a  vaff 
flock  of  knowledge.  What  he  thus 
acquired  he  freely  difpenfed.  His 
mode  of  conveying-  information  was 
dear,  forcible,  and  energetic,  ,  and 
jufrified  the  encomium  bellowed  upon 


him  by  a  learned  foreigner  in  a  letter 
to  a  correfpondent. 

44  His  attention,  however,  was  by 
no  means  confined  to  the  fubjeds  of  * 
his  own  profeffion  or  thofe  of  philofo- 
phy  at  large.  He  was  a  careful  ob- 
ferver  of  men,  and  of  the  manners 
of  the  age ;  and  the  extraordinary 
endowment  of  his  memory  had  fnr- 
niflied  him  with  a  great  variety  of 
interefling  and  entertaining  anec¬ 
dotes  concerning  the  characters  and 
circumflances  of  his  time. 

44  On  all  fubjeds,  his  liberal  and 
communicative  difpofition,  and  his 
courteous  behaviour,  encouraged  en¬ 
quiry  ;  and  thofe  who  fought  for  in¬ 
formation  from  him  feldom  depart¬ 
ed  without  it.  In  his  epiflolary  cor- 
refpondence  he  was  copious  and  pre- 
cife  ;  and  fuch  as  enjoyed  the  privi¬ 
lege  and  pleafure  of  it  experienced 
in  his  punctuality  another  qualifica¬ 
tion  which  greatly  enhanced  its  va- 
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lue. 

44  Some  of  the  firfl  of  Sir  William 
Watfon's  papers  in  the  Philofophical 
Tranfadions  evince  his  early  profi¬ 
ciency  in  the  fcience  of  botany,  and 
efpecially  his  acquaintance  with  the 
Englifh  fpecies  :  nor  was  he  lefs  (kill¬ 
ed  in  exotics  in  his  riper  years.  That 
he  was  very  foon  confidered  on  the 
Continent  as  highly  refpedable  in  this 
light,  is  manifeft  from  his  having  been 
one  of  the  few  in  England  whom 
Mr.  Clifford  gratified  with  a  copy  of 
the-  Hortus  Clijjortianus  ;  a  work,  at 
its  firfl  publication,  only  attainable 
by  thofe  whole  (Indies  and  acquire¬ 
ments  in  the  fubjed  of  it,  entitled 
them  to  receive  it  from  the  munifi¬ 
cence  of  Mr.  Clifford  himfeif.  In 
fad,  all  learned  foreigners,  of  the 
fame  bias  in  their  Rudies,  brought 
letters  of  recommendation  to  him  ; 
and,  on  their  return,  failed  not,  both 
in  their  correfpondence  and  in  their 
writings,  to  bear  honourable  teili- 
B  3  mony 
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mony  to  his  learning  and  abili¬ 
ties. 

44  Sir  William  Watfon  had  learned 
to  know  plants  by  the  fyftem  and 
nomenclature  of  Ray,  when  trivial 
names  were  unknown  ;  and  he  was 
lb  Angularly  happy  in  a  tenacious  me¬ 
mory  as  to  be  able  to  repeat, with  won¬ 
derful  promptitude,  the  long  names 
which  had  been  in  ufe  from  the  times 
of  Bauhine,  Gerard,  and  Parkinfon  ; 
a  talk  from  which  botanifts  are  reliev¬ 
ed  by  the  introduction  of  the  Lin- 
naean  trivial  epithets.  He  lived  to 
fee  the  fyftem  of  his  much-honoured 
countryman  give  way  to  that  of  the 
Swede,  which  began  to  take  place  in 
England  about  this  period  ;  and  with 
which  alfo  he  made  himfelf  acquaint¬ 
ed.  His  knowledge  of  plants,  and 
the  hiftory  of  them  in  the  various  au¬ 
thors,  was  fo  eminently  extenfive, 
that  his  opinion  was  frequently  ap¬ 
pealed  to  as  decifive  on  the  fubjeft ; 
and  by  fome  of  his  intimate  friends 
he  was  ufually  called  44  the  living 
44  lexicon  of  botany.”  Had  it  been 
the  lot  of  Sir  William  Watfon  to 
have  been  devoted  to  botany  as  an 
official  employment,  or  had  the 
more  important  avocations  of  his  pro- 
feftion  allowed  a  further  indulgence 
to  his  favourite  bias,  fuch  an  union 
of  natural  endowments  and  acquired 
knowledge  as  he  poffeffed  mult  have 
placed  him  very  high  among  the  na¬ 
tural!  fts  of  this  age. 

“It  re  mains  for  me  to  do  juftice 
to  the  worth  of  Sir  William  Watfon 
as  a'phyfician,  and  as  a  member  of 
fociety.  1  But  as  thefe  parts  of  his 
character  have  been  already  delineat¬ 
ed  with  great  truth  and  difcrimina- 
tion  by  my  much-refpeCted  friend 
Dr.  Garthfhore,  I  {hall  conclude  this 
account  by  fome  extracts  from  the 


memorial  read  by  him  to  a  focietv  of 
phyficians,  of  which  Sir  William  had 
been  the  prefident. 

A 

“Asp  phyfician,  his  huffianity, 

44  afficluity,  and  caution,  were  emi- 
44  nently  confpicuous ;  and  his  exaCt 
44  obfervance  of  the  duties  of  focial 
44  politenefs  mufteverbe  remember- 
44  ed  with  pleafure  by  all  thofe  who 
44  enjoyed  the  happinefs  of  his  ac- 
44  quaintance.  The  fmile  of  benig-r- 
44  nity  was  always  difplayed  on  his 
44  countenance ;  he  invariably  con- 
44  tinned  the  general,  the  ready,  and 
44  the  obliging  friend  of  mankind  ;  he 
44  was  refpeCtful  to  the  elder  and  fu- 
44  perior,  encouraging  to  the  younger, 

44  and  pleafant  and  eafy  to  ail  with 
44  whom  he  had  any  intercourfe. 

44  The  fame  affability  and  good  hu- 
44  mour  which  adorned  his  character 
44  in  public  life,  were  prefer ved  alfo 
44  in  the  bofom  of  his  family,  and 
44  endeared  him  to  thofe  who  were 
44  more  immediately  around  him. 
44  He  was  fcarcely  ever  out  of  tem- 
44  per,  was  always  benignant  and  kind 
44  to  his  friends  and  relations— and, 
44  it  would  be  injurious  to  his  me- 
44  mory  not  to  mention  an  anecdote- 
44  which  equally  difplayshis  humanity. 
44  and  the  warmth  with  which  he  in- 
44  terefted  himfelf  in  the  cafes  of  his 
44  patients— Not  rria~  ~  years  before 
44  his  death,  he  was  waked  fuddenly 
44  one  morning  very  early  by  his  fer- 
44  vant,  who  came  to  inform  him  that 
44  his  houfe  had  been  broken  open, 
44  and  that  his  plate  (which  was  of 
44  conffderable  value)  was  Bolen— 
44  Is  that  all  ?”  faid  he  coolly— 44 1 
44  was  afraid  you  had  brought  roe 
44  fome  alarming  meffage  from  Mr. 

44  - ,  concerning  whofre  dangerous 

44  fituation  I  have  been  very  uneafy 
44  all  night.” 
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[Taken  from  the  Account  given  by  Mr.  Le  Rot,  in  his  Letter  annexed  to 
the  Panegyric  of  the  Abbe  Fauchet,  pronounced  before  the  Deputies 
of  the  National  Assembly,  on  the  21ft  of  July,  1790,  in  the 
Rot  un-da  at  Pa p. is  ;  and  inferted  in  the  English  Review  for 
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TJ  ENJ AMIN  FR  ANKLIN,  like 
Jo  the  illuftrious  Flechier,  was  the 
fon  of  a  tallow-chandler,  who  refided 
at  Bofton,  in  America.  Before  he 
had  attained  to  his  fourteenth  year 
he  quitted  the  place  of  his  nativity, 
and  went  to  Philadelphia,  where  he 
happened  to  be  introduced  to  the 
only  printer  eftablilhed  there.  This 
printer  being  ftruck  with  his  appear¬ 
ance,  became  fo  much  prepoffefled  in 
favour  of  his  difpofition  and  natural 
genius,  that  he  took  him  into  his 
houfe,  and  inftrudted  him  in  his  art. 
M.  de  la  Rochefoucault,  in  a  dif- 
courfe  which  he  read  on  the  1 3th  of 
June,  1789,  feems  to  hint  that  Frank¬ 
lin  was  a  printer’s  boy  at  Bofton, 
which  he  left  in  order  to  feek  for 
employment  at  New-Yorkand  Phila¬ 
delphia.  But  M.  le  Roi,  from  whofe 
letter  to  the  Abbe  Fauchet  we  have 
•extracted  thefe  anecdotes,  fays  that 
he  had  his  ad  bunt  from  Dr.  Franklin 
himfelf,  and  that  it  was  confirmed  by 
feveral  of  his  countrymen.  When 
he  arrived  at  Philadelphia,  about  the 
year  1720,  there  was  only  one  printer 
in  the  whole  city,  the  typographical 
art,  which  is  fo  curious,  being  almoft 
entirely  unknown  to  a  great  part  of 
the  country  ;  and  thofe  who  vifited 
the  printing-office  where  young 
Franklin  was  employed,  were  lo 
much  pleafed  with  his  fkill  and  acti¬ 
vity,  that  they  feldom  went  away 
wdthout  leaving  him  l'ome  marks  of 
their  liberality. 

“  Eager  in  the  purfuit  of  know¬ 
ledge,  and  having  an  infatiable  defire 


for  inftnntion,  Mr.  Franklin  was 
fenfible  that  at  the  diflance  of  two 
thoufand  leagues  from  England  he 
could  acquire  it  only  from  books; 
but  as  it  was  difficult  to  procure  any 
in  a  place  where  there  were  fo  few, 
he  eftabliihed,  in  conjunction  with 
fome  other  young  people  whofe  tafte 
was  congenial  with  his  own,  a  fmall 
fociety,  who  agreed  to  bring  fuch 
books  as  they  had  tp  the  place  where 
they  met,  in  order  to  form  a  com¬ 
mon  library.  This  refource,  how¬ 
ever,  was  fo  far  from  anfwering  the 
intended  purpofe,  that  he  prevailed 
upon  the  fociety  to  contribute  a  fmall 
film  every  month  to  raife  a  fund  for 
purchafmg  books  in  London.  This 
riling  fociety  being  foon  known,  other 
young  people  wifhed  to  join  it,  and 
their  ftock  of  books  increafed  rapidly 
by  new  contributions.  When  the 
inhabitants  of  Philadelphia  became 
acquainted  wfth  this  inftitution,  they 
propofed  that  the  books  Ihould  be 
lent  out,  and  the  fociety  confented, 
on  condition  that  a  fmall  fum  Ihould 
be  paid  for  the  indulgence.  By  thefe 
means  the  fociety  became  rich  in  the 
fpace  of  a  few  years,  and  were  in 
polfelfion  of  more  books  than  were  to 
be  found  perhaps  in  all  the  colonies. 
This  eftahlifhment  was  attended  with 
fuch  happy  confequences  that  the 
cohesion  of  books  formed  at  firft  by 
a  few  individuals,  became  afterwards 
a  real  library ;  and  the  other  colonies 
being  fenfible  of  the  advantages  re- 
fulting  from  it,  adopted  plans  of  the 
f^me  kind ;  fo  that  it  gave  rife  to 
B  4  other 
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other  extenfive  collections,  now  to 
be  feen  at  Bofton,  N  ew-York,  Charles- 
Town  in  South-Carolina,  and  other 
places.  That  at  Philadelphia  is  now 
inferior  to  none  in  Europe. 

Mr.  Franklin,  however,  imagining 
that  all  the  aihftance  he  had  procured 
at  Philadelphia  was  not  capable  of 
'conducing  him  to  that  point  which 
he  was  defirous  of  attaining,  he  re- 
folved  to  pay  a  vifit  to  England,  which 
he  did  about  the  year  1724  or  1725  ; 
and  he  wrought  there  for  fome  time 
as  a  journeyman  printer.  It  is  fup- 
pofed  that  he  was  then  about  the  age 
of  twenty  or  twenty-one.  When  he 
returned  to  America  he  perfuaded 
the  printer  with  whom  he  had  lived 
to  publifli  a  newfpaper ;  this  happy 
idea  was  attended  with  the  greateft 
fuccefs ;  and  his  mailer,  who  derived 
much  benefit  from  it,  having  ad¬ 
mitted  him  as  a  partner  in  the  bufi- 
nefs,  gave  him  his  daughter  in  mar¬ 
riage.  The  fruits  of  this  marriage 
were  a  Mr.  Franklin,  who,  efpoufmg 
the  party  oppolite  to  that  of  his  fa- 
'  ther,  became  one  of  the  heads  of  the 
loyalills,  and  Mrs.  Bach,  his  great 
favourite,  to  whom  he  bequeathed 
the  principal  part  of  his  fortune,  hav¬ 
ing  left  only  a  fmall  part  of  his  eftate 
to  William  Franklin,  his  grandfon. 

44  It  appears-  that  Franklin  efta- 
bliflied  himfelf  as  a  printer  alter  the 
peace  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  by  means 
of  the  fortune  which  he  had  acquired, 
and  that  he  was  then  enabled  to  fol¬ 
low  the  natural  bent  of  his  genius, 
and  to  apply  particularly  to  experi¬ 
mental  philofophy,  which  was  his  fa¬ 
vourite  objeCt.  It  was  alfo  about  the 
fame  period  that  he  began  to  purfue 
the  ftudy  of  electricity,  and  to  make 
thole  difcoveries  which  will  immor- 
tc  life  his  name.  The  Leyden  expe¬ 
riment  having  rendered  this  part  of 
natural  philofophy  celebrated  in  every 
country  where  fcience  is  cultivated, 
ana  arOufed  the  attention  of  all  the 


literati,  Mr.  Collinfon,  a  Quaker,  and 
member  of  the  Roval  Society  of  Lon- 
don,  fent  Mr.  Franklin  fome  glafs 
tubes,  and  other  inflxuments  proper 
for  profecuting  his  eleCtrical  experi¬ 
ments.  Thefe  inftruments  he  em¬ 
ployed  with  fuch  happy  fuccefs,  that 
he  was  enabled  to  make  thole  grand 
difcoveries  which  foon  raifed  his  re¬ 
putation  among  all  the  philofophers 
of  Europe.  Two  of  thefe  difcoveries 
feem  particularly  to  charaCterife  his 
genius :  that  of  the  unequal  diftribu- 
tion  of  the  eleCtric  fluid  in  bodies 
from  which  all  the  eleCtric  phenome¬ 
na  refult ;  and  that  of  conductors 
for  preferving  houfes  from  the  effects 
of  lightning. 

44  An  Englifh  gentleman,  of  the 

name  of  Gray,  had  faid  on  his  death- 
*  ' 

bed,  in  the  year  1735,  that  if  fmall 
objects  might  be  compared  with 
great,  he  would  venture  to  affirm 
that  eleCtricitv  and  thunder  were  the 
fame  thing.  The  mare  experiments 
were  made,  the  more  this  idea  feemed 
to  be  founded  in  truth.  It  was  ob- 
ferved  in  America,  that  fliarp-pointed 
rods  of  metal  attracted  the  eleCtric 
fluid  at  a  much  greater  diftance  than 
bodies  of  anv  other  figure.  This  in- 
duced  Mr.  Franklin  to  fay,  44  if  the 
44  caufe  of  thunder  is.  the  fame  as  that 
44  of  eleCbricity,  and  if  the  clouds,  dur- 
44  mg  a  Form,  are  charged  with  elec- 
44  trie  fluid,  a  fliarp-pointed  rod  raifed 
44  towards  them  on  an  elevated  place, 
44  will  be  eleCtrified  while  the  florm 
44  continues.”  This  grand  and  fub- 
lime  conjecture  appeared  at  firfl  very- 
extravagant  to  thofe  who  could  not 
elevate  their  ideas  above  thofe  of  the 
vulgar.  But  a  gentleman  in  France, 
of  the  name  of  Dali  bard,  had  the 
courage  to  attempt  to  prove  it ;  and 
a  thunder-ftorm  which  happened  on 
the  10th  of  May  1752,  near  Marly, 
where  he  had  ereCted  his  apparatus, 
juftified  the  bold  conjecture  of  our  il- 
luitrious  jphilofopher.  This  Angular 

phenomenon 
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phenomenon  was  foon  fpread  throu  gh~ 
out  all  Europe  ;  and  a  number  of  ob- 
fervations  and  experiments  confirm¬ 
ed  what  Mr.  Dalibard  had  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  fu  ff  remarking. 

“  From  this  difcovery  there  wras 
only  one  ftep  to  that  of  conductors ; 
for  it  was  evident  that  if  fharp-point- 
ed  metal  rods  attracted  the  eledtri- 
city  of  the  clouds  much  more  readily 
than  bodies  of  any  other  figure,  it  na¬ 
turally  followed  that  a  metal  rod 
railed  on  a  building  would  produce 
the  fame  effedt ;  and  that  if,  by  means 
of  wire,  it  could  convey  the  electri¬ 
city  fpeedily,  and  without  anyobftacle 
to  the  earth,  its  common  refervoir, 
no  accident  would  enfue,  and  the 
building  would  be  preferved  from  the 
ravages  of  the  lightning.  Hence  the 
following  line  was  applied  to  this  il- 
luftrious  philofopher,  though  the  lat¬ 
ter  part  of  it  alludes  to  his  political 
conduct  ; 

Eripuit  ccelo  fulmen,  mox  fceptra  tyrannis. 

u  The  new  and  bold  ideas  of  Mr. 
Franklin  were  oppofed  in  the  Royal 
Society,  except  his  conjectures,  which 
had  been  fully  verified  by  experience. 
However,  when  he  came  over  to 
England,  about  the  year  1755,  they 
did  him  more  juftice,  and  voted  him 
the  gold  medal  wrhich  is  given  annu¬ 
ally  to  the  perfon  who  prefents  a 
memoir  on  the  moft  curious  and  in- 
terefting  fubjeCt.  He  was  admitted 
alfo  a  member  of  that  learned  body, 
and  had  the  degree  of  doCior  of  laws 
conferred  upon  him  by  one  of  the 
univerfities ;  but  war  happening  to 
break  out  the  year  follow7 ing  between 
England  and  France,  he  returned  to 
America,  and  took  a  fliare  in  the 
public  affairs  of  that  country. 

“  We  are  now  approaching  the 
period  when  he  began  to  make  as 
confpicuous  a  figore  as  a  politician  as 
he  had  done  as  a  philofopher.  Hav¬ 
ing  been  appointed  agent  for  the 
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province  of  Pennsylvania,  he  came 
over  again  to  England  about  the  year 
1773,  at  which  time  the  minds  of  the 
people  in  America  were  juft  ripe  for 
revolt.  The  a<ft  of  parliament  re- 
fpeCting  (lamps  had  raifed  an  uni- 
verfal  difcontent,  and  that  concern¬ 
ing  tea  completed  the  difaffeCtion  of 
the  Americans  to  this  country.  In 
fliort,  it  was  determined  that  Mr. 
Franklin  fhould  be  examined  at  the 
bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  as  well 
as  the  agents  of  all  the  other  pro¬ 
vinces,  on  the  population  of  the  co¬ 
lonies,  their  difpofition  towards  the 
Britifti  parliament,  and  their  oppo- 
fttion  to  its  authority.  In  this  bufi- 
nefs  he  acquitted  himfelf  with  lb 
much  applaufe,  and  anfwered  the 
queftions  put  to  him  with  fo  much 
precilion  and  firmnefs,  that  his  repu¬ 
tation  as  a  man  of  public  buftnefs 
was  eftablifhed  throughout  Europe. 

u  Dr.  Franklin’s  anfwers gave  frefh 
fpii  its  to  the  Americans,  and  in- 
creafed  the  number  of  their  parti¬ 
sans  in  both  houfes  of  parliament ; 
but  iuch  was  the  obftinacy  of  the 
miniftry,  that,  notwithstanding  all 
the  remonftrances  made  by  the  colo¬ 
nies,  they  perfifted  to  maintain  that 
the  Britifti  parliament  had  a  right 
to  impofe  taxes  on  them,  though  it 
is  wrell  known  that  Britifti  fubjefls 
can  be  taxed  only  by  their  own  re- 
prefentatives.  The  breach  now  be¬ 
came  every  day  wider,  and  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  formed  a  congrefs  to  conftder 
by  what  means  they  could  remon- 
ftrate  in  a  more  effectual  manner, 
and  free  themfeives  from  the  im polls 
of  which  they  complained.  In  the 
mean  time  our  induftrious  philofo¬ 
pher,  wrho  had  been  treated  with 
great  refpedt  by  the  Britifti  mini- 
ftry,  for  they  had  caufed  his  fon  to 
be  appointed  governor  of  New- 
Jerfey,  began  to  be  looked  upon 
with  a  more  fufpicious  eye ;  and 
Mr.  Wedderburn,  at  that  time  foli- 
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citor-general,  in  a  conference  be¬ 
haved  towards  him  with  much 
haughtinefs.  A  little  after  this 
thoughts  were  entertained  of  having 
him  arrefted  as  a  fomenter  of  rebel¬ 
lion.  Finding,  therefore,  that  by 
redding  in  England  he  could  be  of 
no  farther  fervice  to  his  countrymen, 
he  prepared  to  depart,  and  managed 
his  matters  with  fo  much  addrefs  and 
fecrecy,  that  he  embarked  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  year  1779,  and  was 
on  his  voyage  home  before  it  was  fo 

^  ^  O  * 

much  as  fufpefted  that  he  had  quitted 

England.  What  followed  is  well 

known.  Next  year  America  de- 

•/ 

dared  itfelf  independent,  and  Dr. 
Franklin  was  one  of  the  principal 
agents  in  this  revolution,  which  gave 
freedom  to  the  northern  part  of  the 
new  continent,  and  deprived  Britain 
of  the  greater  part  of  her  colonies. 

u  In  the  autumn  of  this  year 
(1776)  congrefs  fent  Dr.  Franklin 
to  Canada,  to  negociate  with  the  in¬ 
habitants,  and  endeavour  to  induce 
them  to  efpoufe  the  common  caule, 
in  order  to  fhake  off  the  Britifh  yoke. 
But  the  Canadians  had  been  fo  dif- 
gufled  with  the  excefles  of  the  Pref- 
byterians  of  New-England,  their 
neighbours,  who  had  defrroved  and 
burnt  feveral  chapels,  that  they 
would  not  liften  to  the  propofals 
made  them,  though  enforced  with 
all  the  power  of  argument,  which 
our  philofopher  knew  fo  well  to  em¬ 
ploy  in  all  affairs  entmfted  to  his  ma¬ 
nagement.  Having  failed  in  this  ne- 
gociation,  he,  returned  to  Philadel¬ 
phia  ;  and  congrefs,  fenfihie  how 
much  he  was  efteemed  and  refpedted 
in  France,  both  by  his  political  tar 
lents  and  pliilofophical  difcoveries, 
tent  him  thither  to  put  the  laft  hand 
to  the  private  negociations  of  Mr.  Si¬ 
las  Dean.  Though  then  in  the  fe- 
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venty-firft  year  of  Ins  age,  he  accept¬ 
ed  this  important  com  million,  which 
.  required  no  imall  degree  of  delicacy^ 
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and  arrived  at  Paris  on  the  16th  of 
December.  The  fuccefs  of  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  in  the  North,  and  the  defeat 
of  general  Burgoyne  by  general 
Gates,  in  the  autumn  of  1777,  at 
length  induced  the  court  of  France 
to  accede  to  the  propofals  made  by 
congrefs ;  and  about  the  end  of  the 
above  year,  or  the  beginning  of 
1778,  a  treaty  of  alliance  and  com¬ 
merce  was  concluded  and  figned  be¬ 
tween  France  and  America,  which 
involved  England  in  a  war  with  the 
former.  Mr.  Le  R.01  affects  that  he 
had  a  conuderable  fliare  in  thistranf- 
aftion,  by  ftrongly  adviling  Mr. 
/Maurepas  not  to  lofe  a  fingle  mo¬ 
ment  if  he  wiflied  to  fecure  the 
frienhfhip  of  America,  and  detach 
it  from  the  mother  country.  He 
alfo  adds  that  he  never  faw  a  man  fo 
much  overjoyed  as  Dr.  Franklin  was 
on  the  day  when  lord  Stormont, 
the  Britifh  ambaffador,  quitted  Paris 
on  account  of  the  rupture  between 
the  two  courts.  “  We  had  dined 
u  together,”  fays  he,  “  and  the  doc- 
u  tor,  who  wras  generally  very  grave 
u  and  compofed,  appeared  that  day 
“  to  be  quite  another  perfon.”  In 
Ihort,  by  a  feries  of  events  happy 
for  America  and  fatal  to  Great- 
Britain,  in  lefs  than  feven  years  this 
great  man  faw  his  country  free,  and 
had  the  honour  and  glory,  in  1783, 
of  figning  articles  of  peace  with  the 
Britifh  commilhoners. 

a  Till  this  period  he  had  enjoyed 

a  ftate  of  uninterrupted  health,  though 

he  was  fometimes  incommoded  by 

¥ 

fits  of  the  gout;  but  in  1782  it  at¬ 
tacked  him  in  a  moft  violent  man¬ 
ner,  accompanied  with  a  painful 
nephritic  cholic.  It  appears  that  this 
was  the  origin  of  thofe  gravelly  com¬ 
plaints  with  which  he  was  afterwards 
troubled;  for,  in  the  courfe  of  1783, 
he  felt  very  acute  pains,  which  con¬ 
tinued  to  increafe. 

“  Having  now  fee  11  his  wifhes  ac- 
8  compliiliedj 


ANECDOTES  of  Dr.  FRANKLIN. 


compliftied,  and  peace  eftablifhed, 
his  principal  delire  was  to  return  to 
that  country  in  which  he  firft  drew 
breath,  and  which  he  had  fo  greatly 
benefited  by  his  labours,  and  honour¬ 
ed  by  his  difcoveries.  He  therefore 
requefted  to  be  recalled,  and,  after 
repeated  folicitations,  Mr.  Jefferfon 
Was  appointed  in  his  room.  When 
his  fucceffor  arrived,  he  repaired  to 
Havre-de-Grace,  and  eroding  the 
channel,  embarked  at  Newport,  in 
the  Ifle  of  Wight,  and,  after  a  fa¬ 
vourable  paffage,  arrived  fafe  at  Phi¬ 
ladelphia  in  the  month  of  September, 
1785.  As  foon  as  he  landed,  he  was 
received  ami  did  the  acclamations  of 
an  immenfe  multitude,  who  flocked 
from  all  parts  to  fee  him,  and  who 
condufted  him  in  triumph  to  his  own 
houfe.  In  the  courfe  of  a  few  days 
he  was  vilited  by  the  members  of 
congrefs,  and  the  principal  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Philadelphia  and  its  neigh¬ 
bourhood.  He  was  afterwards  chofen, 
for  two  years  fucceffively,  prefident 
of  the  aiTembly  of  Philadelphia ; 
but  his  great  age,  and  the  painful  dif- 
order  by  which  he  was  attacked,  not 
permitting  him  to  engage  longer  in 
public  affairs,  he  requefted  and  ob¬ 
tained  permillion  to  retire,  and  to 
pafs  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  tran¬ 
quillity,  and  that  he  might  offer  up 
vows  for  the  profperity  of  his  coun¬ 
try,  and  indulge  in  his  favourite 
ftudy,  natural  philofophy.  He  died 
on  the  17th  of  April,  1790,  at  Phi¬ 
ladelphia,  in  the  8  th  year  of  his 
age ;  and  every  honour  was  paid  to 
his  memory  that  could  be  rendered 
to  fo  confpicuous  and  celebrated  a 
philofopher.  We  fhall  fubjoin  Mr. 
Le  Roi’s  character  of  him  :  44  Calm, 
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44  circumfpeft,  and  compofed,  like 
“  all  his  countrymen,  during  his  long 
44  refidence  in  France,  and  under 
44  the  moft  delicate  dircumftances, 
44  no  one  could  ever  reproach  him 
44  with  uttering  a  fmgle  word  or  ex- 
44  preffion  capable  of  engaging  him 
44  in  any  quarrel  or  difpute ;  a  cir- 
44  cumRance  extremely  rare  in  a 
44  man  towards  whom  the  eyes  of 
44  every  body  were  directed,  and  con- 
44  Rdering  the  part  which  he  had  to 
44  aft.  He  poffeffed  all  that  bold- 
44  nefs  which  is  neceffary  for  fup- 
44  porting  great  events,  and  which., 
44  belongs  only  to  exalted  minds, 
44  who,  having  weighed  every  thing, 
44  look  upon  thefe  events  as  necei- 
44  fary  and  infallible  confequences. 
44  He  had  one  peculiarity  in  his  cha- 
44  rafter  which  has  not  been  fufS- 
44  ciently  remarked ;  this  was,  that 
44  he  always  confidered  how  he  fiiould 
44  Purvey  objefts  in  the  moft  fimple 
44  manner.  In  his  philofophical  and 
44  political  views  he  caught  the  plain- 
44  eft  fide  of  the  queftion.  The 
44  cafe  was  the  fame  when  he  ex- 
44  plained  any  point  of  natural  phi- 
44  lofophy,  or  the  conftruftion  of  a 
44  machine.  In.  ftiort,  bv  a  happy 
44  talent,  while  the  greater  part  of 
44  mankind  cannot  attain  truth  and 
44  fimplicity  but  by  a  long  circuit 
44  and  multiplied  efforts,  his  genius 
44  condufted  him  to  the  fimpleft  me- 
44  thods  of  explaining  any  pheno- 
44  menon,  of  conftrufting  fueh  ma- 
44  chines  as  he  had  occafion  for ;  and, 
44  in  ftiort,  of  falling  upon  thofe  ex- 
44  pedients  which  were  beft  calculated 
44  to  enfure  fuccefs  to  his  projefts, 
44  and  to  thofe  commiflions  which 
44  were  entrufted  to  his  care.” 
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{'From  Mr.  Cole’s  Sketches  ©f  the  Life  of  the  Author,  prefixed 

to  the  Firft  Volume  of  his  Works.] 


YJ,  E  was  a  man  of  great  miid- 
O  nefs,  gentlenefs,  and  fweet- 
nefs  of  temper,  which  he  manifefted 
to  all  with  whom  he  had  concerns, 
either  in  the  hufinefs  of  life  or  its 
focial  intercourfe..  His  earneff  de¬ 
fire  was,  as  far  as  it  was  poflible, 
never  to  offend  any  perfon  ;  and  he 
made  fuch  allowances,  even  for  thofe 
who  in  their  difpofitions  differed 
from  him,  that  he  was  rarely  of¬ 
fended  with  others  ;  of  which,  in  a 
long  life,  he  gave  many  notable  in- 
ffances.  He  was  ftricf  in  the  per¬ 
formance  of  religions  duties  in  pub¬ 
lic,  and  a  conffant  pracfifer  of  them 
in  private  ;  ever  profefling  the  great- 
eft  veneration  for  the  church  of 
.England  and  its  government,  as  by 
law  eflablifhed  ;  holding  her  liturgy 
as  the  purefl  and  mo  ft  perfect  form 
of  public  worfhip  in  any  eflablifhed 
church  in  Chrifts.ndom  :  but  though 
he  gave  it  the  preference  in  compa¬ 
nion  with  other '  churches,  which, 
with  Grotius,  he  thought  had  de¬ 
parted  from  the  inffitutions  of  the 
more  primitive  Chriflian  church, 
yet  he  thought  that  alterations  and 
amendments  might  be  made  in  it, 
which  would  render  it  more  perfect 
than  it  is  in  its  prefent  ftate,  and 
which  he  earneftly  defired  to  have 
leen  accompliflied  by  thofe  who  were 
properly  authorized.  But  though 
fuch  was  his  difpofifion,  fuch  his  de- 
fire,  he  at  the  fame  time  exprefled 
his  moff  ardent  wifli  that  it  might 
remain  in  its  prefent  form,  until  the 
alterations  propofed  to  be  made  there¬ 
in  were  all  agreed  upon  and  finally 
fettled :  for  he  wifely  forefaw  the 
dangerous  confequences  that  may 
srife  to  a  Ion g-ellabli filed  religious 


or  civil  government,  from  altering" 
or  doing  away  any  part  of  it,  how¬ 
ever  warranted  by  reafon  or  found 
policy,  before  it  is  abfolutely  deter¬ 
mined  what  fhall  in  future  be  adopt¬ 
ed.  In  private  life  he  was  moff 
amiable  and  engaging,  for  he  was 
oofiefTed  of  a  well-informed  mind, 
accompanied  by  an  uncommon  vein 
of  the  moff  lively,  fpirited,  and  ge¬ 
nuine  wit,  which  always  flowed  very 
copiouflv  amongff  thofe  with  whom 
he  converfed,  but  which  was  tem¬ 
pered  with  fuch  a  kindnefs  of  na¬ 
ture,  that  it  never  was  the  caufe  of 
uneafinefs  to  any  of  thofe  with  whom 
he  lived  :  this  made  his  acquaintance 
much  fought  after  and  courted  by  all 
thofe  who  had  a  tafte  for  brilliant 
converfation,  being  well  allured  that 
they  would  be  delighted  with  it 
where  he  was  ;  and  that,  though  they 
did  not  poflefs  the  fame  talent,  they 
never  would  be  cenfured  by  him  be- 
caufe  they  wanted  it. 

“  Thisfo  gentle  an  exertion  of  fo 
rare  a  quality  he  not  only  ffriffly  ob- 
ferved  himfelf,  but  was  always  much 
hurt  if  he  obferved  the  want  of  it 
in  others ;  and  confidered  every  fally 
of  wit,  however  bright  it  might  be, 
which  tended  to  the  mortification  of 
thofe  who  heard  it,  as  one  of  its 
greateff  abufes,  fince  he  looked  upon 
all  pre-eminent  gifts  of  the  mind,  be¬ 
llowed  by  nature  as  much  for  the 
happinefs  of  others,  a$  of  thofe  who 
poflefs  them. 

“  And  in  this  his  delightful  con¬ 
verfation  he  fo  totally  abffained  from 
recurring  to  religion  or  fcripture  as 
fubjedfs  of  his  wit,  that  thofe  who 
lived  moff  with  him  could  not  help 
obferving,  that  in  his  common  and 
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unguarded  focial  hours,  he  ever  ftriCt- 
ly  abllained  from  ufmg  the  name  of 
the  Supreme  Being,  unlefs.  when  it 
was  rendered  neceffary  by  the  imme¬ 
diate  fubjeCt  of  the  converfation. 

u  No  perfon  ever  felt  more  for 
the  miferies  of  others  than  he  did ; 
no  perfon  faw,  or  more  ftriCtly  prac- 
tifed,  the  neceffity  impofed  on  thofe 
who  form  the  fuperior  ranks  of  life, 
whofe  duty  it  is  to  reconcile  the  lower 
claffes  to  their  prefent  condition,  by 
contributing  the  utmoft  to  make 
them  happy ;  and  thereby  to  caufe 
them  to  feel  as  little  of  that  difference 
as  is  poffible  ;  for  he  was  mod:  kind 
and  courteous  to  all  his  inferiors,  not 
only  in  his  expreffions  and  in  his  be¬ 
haviour,  but  in  shifting  them  in  all 
their  wants  and  diflreffes,  as  far  as  he 
could ;  ever  confidering  his  poor 
neighbours  in  the  country  as  parts  of 
his  family,  and,  as  fuch,  entitled  to 
his  care  and  protection. 

u  He  fpent  his  fummers  at  his 
houfe  in  the  country,  refiding  there 
with  hofpitality  to  his  tenants  and 
neighbours,  and  never  fuffered  any 
places  at  that  feafon  calculated  for 
public  diverfions  to  allure  him  ;  for 
he  faid  he  could  at  that  time  do  more 
good  in  his  own  parifh  than  in  any 
other  fituation. 

“  He  frequently  lamented  the  pre¬ 
vailing  fafhion  of  the  later  times  of 
his  life,  which  carried  gentlemen 
with  their  families  from  London, 
when  it  is  deferted  by  all  whofe  ab- 
fence  can  be  difpenfed  with,  to  places 
far  diflant  from  their  houfes  and  an¬ 
cient  feats  in  the  country;  opened 
chiefly  for  the.  reception  of  thofe 
who  wifh  to  continue  the  fcenes  of 
dillipation  they  have  left :  whence  it 
is,  that  the  money  which  fhould  re¬ 
vert  to  the  di drifts  from  which  it  was 
received,  is  turned  into  a  different 
channel ;  tenants  are  deprived  of  the 
advantages  they  are  in  feme  degree 
entitled  to,  from  Its  expenditure 


amongft  them ;  hofpitality  clone 
away,  and  the  Bream  of  charity, 
that  would  otherwife  have  gladdened 
the  hearts  of  their  poor  neighbours, 
is  flopped  ;  their  inferiors  deprived 
of  their  example,  encouragement, 
and  prote&ion,  in  the  practice  of  re¬ 
ligion  and  virtue,  and  thereby  the 
manners  of  the  coilntry  altered  for 
the  worfe,  which  neceffarily  occafions 
great  mifehiefs  to  the  public. 

“  Such  was  the  author  in  his  pri¬ 
vate  walk  of  life  ;  and  the  principles 
on  which  that  conduct  was  founded, 
when  expanded  as  motives  for  his 
public  character  in  a  larger  fphere  of 
aCtion,  rendered  him  equally  praife- 
worthy  in  that  as  in  the  former. 

“  When  he  was  in  the  country, 
he  conftantly  aCted  as  a  magiftrate 
his  own  diftriCt,  and  attended  all  thofe 
meetings  which  were  holden  for  the 
purpofes  of  public  juftice. 

“  From  the  general  opinion  that 
was  entertained  of  his  inflexible  in¬ 
tegrity,  and  fuperior  underftanding, 
he  was  much  reforted  to  in  that  cha¬ 
racter  at  home.  From  his  natural 
fagacity,  quick  difeernment,  and  long 
experience,  on  hearing  and  examin¬ 
ing  the  parties,  he  feldom  failed  of 
obtaining  a  compleat  knowledge  of 
the  cafes  that  came  before  him  ;  and 
was  thereby  enabled  to  determine  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  rules  of  compleat  juf¬ 
tice  ;  always  giving  his  reafons  for 
what  he  did,  with  a  clearnefs  and 
perfpicuity  peculiar  to  himfelf,  and 
thofe  reafons  expreffed  in  words  fo 
accommodated  to  the  underftanding 
of  all  who  heard  him,  that  few  or 
none  departed  diffatisfied  with  Ids  de- 
cifions.  Though  he  was  not  bred  to 
the  ftudy  of  the  law,  his  underftand¬ 
ing,  like  old  Cato  in  his  character  by 
Livy,  was  fuch,  that  he  could  apply 
it  to  every  purpoi'e  for  which  it  was 
wanted.  When  in  the  courfe  of  con¬ 
verfation,  among  other  topics  that 
arofe,  tjie  duty  of  a  magiftrate  had 
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its  place,  and  the  pains  attending  it, 
as  alfo  the  difficulties  from  the  num¬ 
ber  and  variety  of  powers  with 
which  the  legifiature  had  entruded 
him  were  averted,  he  ufed  to  fay, 
that  he  thought  himfelf  fmgulariy 
happy,  that,  on  a  recollection  of  the 
many  years  he  had  a£ted  in  the  com- 
miffion  of  the  peace,  he  had  never 
been  called  to  the  court  of  King’s 
Bench  to  account  for  his  not  under- 
ftanding  an  ad  of  parliament,  of 
which  he  was  often  one  of  the 
makers ;  which  had  fometimes  hap¬ 
pened  to  thofe  in  his  filiation  ;  and 
that  he  had  been  amply  ccmpenfated 
for  the  pains  he  had  taken,  and  the 
difficulties  he  had  met  with  during 
his  long  exercife  of  that  civil  office, 
by  the  many  opportunities  which  he 
had  been  gratified  with  of  reconcil- 
ing  thofe  who  came  before  him  in¬ 
flamed  with  the  higheff  degree  of 
hatred  to  each  other ;  for  he  con- 
fidered  that  beatitude,  which  is  pro¬ 
nounced  on  the  peace-makers,  as  an 
eiTential  part  of  the  internal  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  truth  of  the  Chridian 
religion. 

44  His  firfl:  entrance  into  parlia¬ 
ment  was  in  the  lad  year  of  the  ad- 
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miniftration  of  that  able  and  honed 
minider  fir  Robert  Walpole,  whole 
memory  hath  a  title  to  be  enrolled 
amongft  the  faithfulleft  fervants  of 
the  crown,  and  trued:  friends  to  the 
liberties  and  real  intereds  of  the 
people,  that  the  Britifh  empire  hath 
been  bleiTed  with  during  the  prefent 
or  any  former  century. 

44  Through  this  year  our  author 
attended  all  long  days  and  nights  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  which  the 
oppofition  fpent  in  hunting  that  mi- 
jiider  into  the  toils,  which  they  had 
made  to  take  him,  under  the  hack¬ 
neyed  and  fpecious  colour  of  purfu- 
ing  the  enemies  to  the  happinefs  and 
interefts  of  the  country. 


“  Unknown  to  fir  Robert,  and 
unconnected  with  him  by  acquaint¬ 
ance  or  private  regard,  he  fupported 
him  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power,  till 
he  retired  from  his  high  ftation, 
making  room  for  thofe  who  foon 
fhewed  the  lofs  the  nation  fudained 
by  the  fad  exchange. 

44  Long  before  he  came  into  par¬ 
liament,  he  had  lived  in  the  world 
with  thofe  of  the  bed  fafhion,  from 
which  fociety  the  hidory  of  thofe 
who  took  the  mod  aCtive  part  in  both 
houfes  of  parliament,  their  connec¬ 
tions,  principles,  and  objeCts,  might 
be  eafily  obtained  ;  of  which  op¬ 
portunities  he  did  not  fail  to  avail 
himfelf,  as  from  no  other  fource,  at 
that  period,  could  fuch  knowledge, 
with  any  degree  of  certainty,  be 
had. 

44  Not  being  bred  to  any  profef- 
fion,  or  early  indituted  in  civil  bufi- 
nefs,  by  which  the  powers  of  fpeak- 
ing  in  public  are  often  called  forth 
and  nurtured,  though  endued  with 
great  quicknefs  of  comprehenfion, 
which  enabled  him  well  to  under¬ 
hand,  not  only  what  others  faid,  but 
what  they  meant  by  the  feveral  parts 
they  took  in  debate,  a  faculty  of 
difcrimination  mod  necefiary  in  po¬ 
pular  ademblies ;  yet  not  having 
that  prompt  a  et  profufa  eloquent  ia 
which  Tacitus  afcribes  to  Augudus, 
and  which  our  author  thought  thofe 
ought  to  have,  who  called  for,  and 
claimed  the  foie  attention  of  a  great 
afTembly,  he  feldom  or  ever  fpoke, 
whild  fitting  in  parliament. 

44  From  having  long  had  a  feat  at 
the  board  of  trade,  and  condantly 
attending  his  duty  there,  he  gained 
an  underdanding  of  the  great  out¬ 
lines  of  the  commercial  intereds  of 
this  country  ;  and,  though  he  never 
employed  himfelf  in  acquiring  the 
knowledge  of  a  minute  detail  of  its 
particular  branches,  yet,  when  ge¬ 
neral 
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neral  commerce  happened  to  be  the 
fubjedt  of  conversation,  he  difcourfed 
upon  it  pertinently,  and  much  to  the 
information  of  thofe  that  were  pre- 
fent,  having  never  failed  to  avail 
himfelf  of  the  knowledge  which  was 
brought  to  that  board  by  merchants 
of  the  firft  eminence,  who  frequently 
applied  to  it  on  great  objects  of  na¬ 
tional  concern,  as  conneded  with  its 
commerce.  Though  he  never  pub- 
lifhed  any  thing  on  this  fubjedt,  yet 
it  was  an  object  that  engaged  much 
of  his  attention,  and  on  which  he 
had  made  up  in  his  mind  certain 
principles,  from  which  he  never  de¬ 
parted  ;  in  molt  of  which,  thofe  to 
whom  he  communicated  them  deem¬ 
ed  him  well  warranted. 

44  He  always  confidered  the  Bri- 
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tifh  empire  as  enlarged  beyond  the 
bounds  dictated  by  found  policy ; 
that  thofe  parts  of  it  fituated  beyond 
the  Atlantic  Ocean  to  the  welt,  be¬ 
yond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  the 
eaft,  were  at  too  great  a  diftance  to 
be  governed  as  they  ought  to  be  ; 
that  the  American  colonies  were  too 
kindly  foftered  by  the  mother  coun¬ 
try  ;  that  the  millions  expended  in 
promoting  their  growth  would,  at 
lad,  rear  them  to  a  height  at  which 
they  would  think  themfelves  entitled 
to  alk  for  emancipation  from  their 
parent  hate ;  an  obfervation  he  often 
made  before  the  event  happened,  and 
he  lived  to  fee  writh  regret  his  pro¬ 
phecy,  with  confequences  he  did  not 
forefee,  become  true  hi  dory. 

44  He  always  beheld  our  conquefls 
in  the  Eaft  Indies  with  a  real  con¬ 
cern,  and  confidered  the  great  influx 
of  wealth,  brought  thence  into  this 
country,  by  the  individuals  who  had 
there  acquired  it,  as  an  ample  re¬ 
venge  for  the  unjuft  depredations 
committed  on  the  territorial  poffef- 
fions  of  their  princes,  ever  conftder- 
ing  thofe  depredations  as  being  the 


moft  enormous  a£ls  of  injuftice  that 
could  be  fhewn  from  one  hate  to 
another,  and  that  this  was  heightened 
by  a  mofl  flagrant  act  of  ingrati¬ 
tude  for  the  original  permiflion  of 
commercial  eftablhhments  made  on 
their  coafts,  in  order  that  trade  might 
be  carried  on  to  more  advantage; 
for  which  permiflion  the  natives 
were  entitled  to  the  mofl  perfect 
amity,  and  every  public  facial  inter- 
courfe  fliewn  to  the  mofl  favoured 
nations.  Sometimes  he  would  add, 
that  though  Aha  had  in  her  turn 
been  often  conquered  by  all  who  at¬ 
tacked  her,  yet  that  the  wealth 
brought  from  thence  by  the  con-, 
querors  into  their  refpedive  domi¬ 
nions,  had  always  introduced  with 
it  fo  great  luxury,  that  thereby  thofe 
virtues  by  which  they  became  con-, 
querors,  were  at  lafl  enfeebled  and 
done  awav,  infomuch  that  Aha  in 
her  turn  became  the  conqueror  ;  of 
which  he  inflanced,  amongfl  others, 
the  decline  and  fall  of  the  Roman 
empire  as  a  lading  evidence.  He 
confidered  the  Eaft  Indies  and  Ame¬ 
rica  as  two  immenfe  difproportion- 
ate  wings  to  the  fmall  body  of  the 
ifland,  and  expreffed  his  fears  led,  at 
fome  time  or  other,  they  might  fly¬ 
away  with  the  Britifh  empire. 

As  an  author,  fo  long  as  a  true 
tade  of  fine  writing  fliall  exid,  he 
will  have  a  didinguifhed  place 
amongfl  thofe  who  have  excelled. 
Whatever  he  hath  publiihed,  whe¬ 
ther  he  played  with  his  mufe,  or 
appeared  in  the  plain  livery  of  profe, 
was  fought  fgr  with  avidity,  and 
read  with  pleafure,  by  thofe  who  at 
the  time  were  adeemed  the  bed 
judges  of  competition.  A  minute 
criticifm  on  their  feveral  excellences 
is  unneceffary,  as  the  public  fandtion 
hath  damped  their  merit.  Suffice  it 
to  fay,  that  his  poems  are  on  the 
mofl  pleafing  fubjedls,  and  are  exe¬ 
cuted 
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exited  with  a  warm  animation  of 
fancy,  flerling  wit,  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  great  correrinefs. 

“  As  a  writer  of  profe,  whoever 
will  examine  his  ft ile,  will  find  that 
he  is  entitled  to  a  place  amongft  the 
pureft  and  correfleff  writers  of  the 
EngJifh  language.  He  always  puts 
proper  words  in  proper  places,  and 
hath  at  the  fame  time  a  variety  in 
different  members  of  his  periods, 
which  would  otherwife  tire  and  dif- 
«uft  the  reader  with  their  famenefs ; 
a  failure  which  may  be  found  in  fome 
of  the  works  of  thofe  to  whom  the 
public  have  aferibed  a  fuperior  de¬ 
gree  of  merit.  But  this  variety  oc- 
cafions  no  diflicultv  or  embarraff- 
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merit  in  the  fenfe  intended  to  be  con¬ 
veyed,  which  always  at  firft  fight  ap¬ 
pears  clear,  and  is  eafy  to  be  com¬ 
prehended,  fo  that  the  reader  is  never 
flopped  in  his  progrefs  to  ft udy  what 
is  meant. 

u  This  is  his  chararieriftic  as  a 
writer,  on  whatever  fubjeri  he  en¬ 
gaged,  whether  it  were  ferious  or 
called  for  his  wit,  whether  political* 
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moral,  religious,  or  metaphyficaL 
His  matter  is  always  moff  pertinent 
to  the  fubjeff  which  he  handles ;  he 
reafons  with  clofenefs  and  precifion, 
and  always,  by  a  regular  chain  of 
argument,  arrives  at  the  conclufions 
which  he  profelfes  is  his  defign  to 
eftablifh.  And  whoever  will  attend 
to  the  exertions  of  his  mind,  mani- 
felling  at  fome  times  the  trueft  hu¬ 
mour  and  the  moft  lively  wit,  at 
other  times  the  moll  regular  chain  of 
argument,  with  the  nicefl  diferimi- 
nation  and  marked  differences  of  ab- 
ftraff  ideas,  cannot  but  allow,  that 
as  wit  confiffs  in  quickly  affembling 
ideas,  and  putting  thofe  together 
with  readinefs  and  variety,  wherein 
can  be  found  any  refemblance  ;  and 
judgment,  on  the  contrary,  in  care¬ 
fully  feparating  ideas  from  one  ano¬ 
ther,  and  examining  them  apart ; 
I  fay,  he  cannot  but  allow  that  our 
author  was  one  of  thofe  very  few 
who  have  appeared  in  the  world  pof- 
feffed  of  thefe  two  almoft  difeordant 
talents  of  the  underffandingf * 
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The  STATE  of  SCIENCE,  ARTS,  and  PUBLIC  MANNERS, 
at  ATHENS,  under  the  Administration  of  PERICLES. 

[From  the  Second  Volume  of  Mr.  Mi t ford’s  Hiftory  of  Greece.] 


“  THENS  now  relied  fix  years, 
jLX  unengaged  in  any  hoftilities; 
a  longer  interval  of  perfect  peace 
than  file  had  before  known  in  above 
forty  years  elapied  lince  fhe  rofe 
from  her  allies  after  the  Perfian  in- 
vafion.  It  is  a  wonderful  and  Angu¬ 
lar  phenomenon  in  the  hilfory  of 
mankind,  too  little  accounted  for  by 
any  thing  recorded  by  ancient,  or 
imagined  by  modern  writers,  that, 
during  this  period  ‘of  turbulence,  in 
a  little  commonwealth  whole  whole 
population  in  free  fubjefrs  amounted 
fcarcely  to  thirty  thoufand  families, 
art,  fcience,  finetafte,  and  politenefs, 
ihould  have  rifen  to  that  perfection 
which  has  made  Athens  the  miftrefs 
of  the  world  through  all  fuccceding 
ages.  Some  fciences  have  indeed 
been  carried  higher  in  modern  times, 
and  art  has  put  forth  new  branches, 
of  which  fome  have  given  new  helps 
to  fcience  :  but  Athens,  in  that  age, 
reached  a  perfection  of  tafte  that  no 
country  hath  lince  lurpalTed  ;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  all  have  looked  up  to, 
as  to  a  polar  liar,  by  which,  after 
linking  in  the  deepelf  barbarifm, 
talle  has  been  guided  in  its  reltora- 
tion  to  fplendor,  and  the  obfervation 
of  which  will  probably  ever  be  the 
furell  prefervative  againft  its  future 
corruption  and  decay. 

“  Much  of  thefe  circumflances  of 
glory  to  Athens,  and  of  improve* 
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ment,  lince  fo  extend vely  fpread 
over  the  world,  was  owing  to  Pe¬ 
ricles.  Peififtratus,  had  nourilhed  the 
infancy  of  Attic  genius,  Pericles 
brought  it  to  maturity.  In  the  age 
of  Peilillratus  books  were  fcarcely 
known,  fcience  was  vague,  and  art 
ftill  rude.  But,  during  the  turbu- 
lent  period  which  intervened,  things 
had  been  fo  wonderfully  prepared 
that,  in  the  age  of  Pericles,  fcience 
and  every  polite  art  waited,  as  it 
were,  only  his  magic  touch  to  exhi¬ 
bit  them  to  the  world  in  meridian, 
fplendor.  The  philofopher  Anaxa¬ 
goras,  of  Ciazomene,  whole  force  of 
underftanding  and  extent  of  fcience 
acquired  him  the  appellation  of  the 
Intellect,  had  been  the  tutor  of  the 
youth  of  Pericles,  and  was  the  friend 
of  his  riper  years.  Among  thofe 
with  whom  Pericles  chiefly  c.onverfed 
was  alfo  the  Athenian  Pheidias,.  in 
whom,  with  a  capacity  for  every 
fcience,  was  united  the  fublimeft 
genius  for  the  fine  arts,  which  he 
profefied ;  and  Damon,  who,  pro- 
felling  only  mulic,  was  efteemed  the 
ableft  fpeculative  politician  that  the 
world  had  yet  produced.  Nor  mult 
the  celebrated  Afpalia  be  omitted  in 
the  enumeration  of  thofe  to  whom 
Pericles  was  indebted  for  the  culti¬ 
vation  of  his  mind  ;  lince  we  have 
it  on  the  authority  of  Plato,  that 
Sqcrates  himfelf  acknowledged  to 
C  have 
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have  profited  from  the  inftru&ion  of 
that  extraordinary  woman. 

<4  It  will  not  be  the  place  here  to 
enlarge  upon  the  manners,  any  more 
than  upon  the  arts  and  knowledge,  of 
the  age  of  Pericles ;  yet  it  may  be 
requisite  to  advert  to  one  point  in 
which  a  great  change  had  taken  place 
fince  the  aye  which  Homer  has  de- 
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fcribed. '  The  political  circumftances 
of  Greece,  and  particularly  of 
Athens,  had  contributed  much  to 
exclude  ■women  of  rank  from  gene¬ 
ral  fociety.  The  turbulence  to  which 
every  commonwealth  was  continual¬ 
ly  liable  from  the  contentions  of  fac¬ 
tion,  made  it  often  unfafe,  or  at  leaft 
impieafant  for  them  to  go  abroad. 
Tut  in  democracies  their  fituation  was 
peculiarly  untoward.  That  form  of 
government  compelled  the  men  to 
afTociate  all  with  all.  The  general 
afiembly  neceffarily  called  all  toge¬ 
ther  ;  and  the  vote  of  the  meaneft 
citizen  being  there  of  equal  value 
with  that  or  the  higheft,  the  more 
numerous  body  of  the  poor  was  al¬ 
ways  formidable  to  the  wealthy  few. 
Hence  followed  the  utmoft  conde- 
fcenfton  from  the  rich  to  the  multi¬ 
tude  ;  and  not  only  to  the  colledfed 
multitude,  but  at  all  times  to  every 
individual.  To  thofe  who  fought 
honours  or  commands,  and  often 
even  to  thofe  who  only  defired  fecu- 
rity  for  their  property,  it  was  necef- 
f  try,  not  only  to  meet  them  upon  a 
footing  of  equality  in  the- general 
aflemblv,  but  to  aflociate  with  them 
in  the  gyumafia  and  the  porticoes. 
The  ladies,  to  avoid  a  fociety  which 
their  fathers  and  hufbands  could  not 
avoid,  lived  with  their  female  Haves, 
flint  up  within  a  part  of  the  houfe 
appropriated  to  them,  afibciating 
little  with  one  another,  and  fcarcely 
at  all  with  the  men,  even  their  near- 
eft  relations,  and  feldom  appearing 
jn  public  but  at  thofe  religious  fefti- 
yaEj  in  which  ancient  cuftom  pre- 


fcribed  that  the  women  fhould  bear 
a  part.  Hence  the  education  of  the 
Grecian  ladies  in  general,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  the  Athenian,  was  fcarcely 
above  that  of  their  Haves ;  and,  as 
we  find  them  exhibited  in  lively  pic¬ 
ture  in  the  little  treatife  upon  do- 
meftic  economy  remaining  to  us  from 
Xenophon,  they  were  equally  of  un- 
inftrucled  minds  and  unformed 
manners. 

u  To  the  deficiencies  to  which 
women  of  rank  were  thus  con¬ 
demned,  by  cuftom  derived  chiefly 
from  the  political  circumftances  of 
the  country,  was  owing  that  compa¬ 
rative  fuperiority  through  which 
fome  of  the  Grecian  courtezans  at¬ 
tained  extraordinary  renown.  Care¬ 
fully  inftrufted  in  every  elegant  ac« 
complifhment,  and,  from  early  years, 
accuftomed  to  converfe  among  men, 
and  even  men  of  the  higheft  rank 
and  moft  approved  talents,  if  they 
po defied  underftanding  it  became  cul¬ 
tivated  ;  and  to  their  noufes  men  re¬ 
folded,  not  merely  in  the  low  purfuit 
of  fenfual  pleafure,  but  to  enjoy, 
often  in  the  moft  polifhed  company, 
the  charms  of  female  converfation, 
which,  with  women  of  rank  and 
character,  was  totally  forbidden. 
Hence,  at  the  time  of  the  invafion 
under  Xerxes,  the  influence  of  the 
Milefian  courtezan  Thargelia  is  faid 
to  have  engaged  more  than  one  Gre¬ 
cian  city  in  the  Perfian  intereft ;  and 
the  fame  Thargelia  was  afterward 
raifed  to  the  throne  of  Theffaly. 

“  Afpafia  was  alfo  a  Milefian,  the 
daughter  of  Axiochus ;  for  her  ce¬ 
lebrity  has  preferred  her  father's 
name.  W ith  uncommon  beauty 
were  joined  in  Afpafia  ftill  more  un¬ 
common  talents ;  and,  with  a  mind 
the  moft  cultivated,  manners  fo  de¬ 
cent,  that,  in  her  more  advanced 
years,  not  only  Socrates  profefled  to 
have  learned  eloquence  from  her, 
but,  as  Plutarch  relates,  the  ladies  of 
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Athens  ufed  to  accompany  their  huf- 
bands  to  h.er  houfe  for  the  inftruc- 
tion  of  her  converfation.  Pericles 
became  her  paiiionate  admirer,  and 
the  attached  herfelf  to  him  while  he 
lived;  according  to  Plutarch  he  di¬ 
vorced  his  wife,  with  whom  he  had 
lived  on  ill  terms,  to  marry  her.  We 
are  informed  on  higher  authority, 
that  he  was  not  fortunate  in  his  fa¬ 
mily,  his  fons  being  mentioned  by 
Plato  as  youths  of  mean  under- 
handing.  After  he  was  once  firmly 
eftabliftied  at  the  head  of  the  Athe¬ 
nian  adminiftration,  he  palled  his 
little  leifure  from  public  bufinefs 
moftly  in  company  with  Afpafia  and 
a  few  feleCl  friends :  avoiding;  that 
extend ve  fociety  in  which  the  Athe¬ 
nians  in  general  delighted,  and  lei- 
dom  feen  by  the  people  but  m  the 
exercife  of  fome  public  office,  or 
fpeaking  in  the  general  afiembly  ;  a 
referve,  perhaps,  as  advantageous 
to  him,  as  the  contrary  conduct  was 
necelTary  to  the  ambitious  who  were 
yet  but  afpiring  at  greatnefs,  or  to 
the  wealthy  without  power,  who  de¬ 
fir  ed  fecurity  to  their  prbperty. 

“  Policy  united  wbth  natural  in¬ 
clination  to  induce  Pericles  to  pa¬ 
tronize  the  arts,  and  call  forth  their 
fineft  productions  for  the  admira¬ 
tion  and  delight  of  the  Athenian 
people.  The  Athenian  people  were 
the  defpotic  fovereign,  Pericles,  the 
favourite-  and  m milter ;  whole  bufi¬ 
nefs  it  waste  indulge  the  fovereign's 
caprices  that  he  might  direCt  their 
meafures  ;  and  he  had  the  (kill  often 
to  direCt  even  their  caprices.  That 
fine  tafte,  which  he  pofiefied  emi¬ 
nently,  was  in  fome  degree  general 
among  the  Athenians  ;  and  the  gra¬ 
tification  of  that  fine  tafte  wras  one 
mean  by  which  he  retained  his  in¬ 
fluence.  Works  were  undertaken, 
according  to  the  expreffion  of  Plu¬ 
tarch,  in  whofe  time  they  (till  re¬ 


mained  perfeCt,  of  Itupendous  mag¬ 
nitude,  and  in  form  and  grace  ini¬ 
mitable  ;  all  calculated  for  the  ac¬ 
commodation,  or  in  fome  way  for 
the  gratification,  of  the  multitude. 
Pheidias  was  fupermtendant  of  the 
works :  under  him  many  architects 
and  art  dts  were  employed,  whofe 
merit  entitled  them  to  fame  with 
pofterity,  and  of  whofe  works  (fuch 
is  the  hardnefs  of  the  Attic  marble, 
their  principal  material,  and  the 
purity  of  the  Attic  atmofphere)  re¬ 
lics  which  have  efoaped  the  violence 
of  men,  ft  ill  after  the  lapfe  of  more 
than  two  thoufand  years,  exhibit  all 
the  perfe&ion  of  defign,  and  even 
of  workmanfhip,  which  earned  that 
fame. 

“  Meanwhile  Pheidias  himfelfwas 
executing  works  of  ftatuary,  which 
were,  while  they  iafted,  the  admi¬ 
ration  of  fucceeding  times.  Nor 
does  the  teftirnony  to  thefe  works, 
which  are  now  totally,  or  almoft  to¬ 
tally  loft,  reft  merely  upon  Grecian 
report for  the  Romans,  when  in 
pofteffion  of  all  the  mold  exquifite 
productions  of  Grecian  art,  fcanty 
relics  of  which  have  excited  the 
wonder,  and  formed  the  tafte  of  mo¬ 
dern  ages,  were  at  a  lofs  to  exprefs 
their  admiration  of  the  fublimity 
of  the  works  of  Pheidias.  When 
fuch  was  the  perfection  of  the  art  of 
fculptnre,  it  were  a  folecifm  to  fup- 
pofe  that  the  filler  art  of  painting 
could  be  mean,  fince  the  names  of 
Panaenus,  brother  of  Pheidias,  and 
Zeuxis  and  Parrhafius,  cotempora¬ 
ries,  remained  always  among  the  moft 
celebrated  of  the  Grecian  fchool. 
At.  the  fame  time  the  chafte  fublimity 
of  the  great  tragic  poets  CEfchylus, 
Sophocles,  and  Euripides,  and  "that 
extraordinary  mixture  of  the  moft 
elegant  fatire  with  the  grofieft  buf¬ 
foonery  the  old  comedy,  as  it  is  calk 
ed,  were  alternately  exhibited  in 
C  7  immenfe 
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imraenfe  theatres,  at  the  public  ex¬ 
pence,  and  tor  the  amufement  of  the 
whole  people. 

“  Thus  captivating  the  Athenians 
bv  their  relifh  for  matters  of  tafte 
and  thejr  paffion  for  amufement, 
Pericles  confirmed  his  authority  prin¬ 
cipally  by  that  great  inftrument  for 
the  management  of  a '  people,  his 
eloquence :  but  this  was  fupported 
by  unremitted  afflduity  in  public  bu- 
jfinefs,  and  evident  fuperiority  of  ca¬ 
pacity  for  the  conduft  of  it;  but, 
above  all,  by  sn  oftentatious  inte¬ 
grity.  The  whole  Athenian  com¬ 
monwealth  thus,  with  all  its  appur- 
'  tenances,  or,  in  the  words  of  co- 
temporary  authors,  revenues,  armies, 
fleets,  idands,  the  fea,  influence  in. 
various  dates  of  Greece,  and  among 
many  barbarous  nations,  friendfhip 
and  alliances  with  kings  and  various 
potentates,  all  were  in  a  manner  his 
poffedion.  But  while  thus,  durmg 
fifteen  years,  commanding  the  Athe¬ 
nian  empire,  fo  drift  and  fcrupu- 
lous  was  his  economy  in  his  private 
affairs,  that  he  is  faid  neither  to  have 
|ncreafed  nor  diminidied  his  paternal 
edate  by  a  Angle  drachma. ' 

“  While  fiic.h  was  the  political 
power  of  Pericles,  fuch  at  the  fame 
time  was  the  popular  licentioufnefs 
of  Athens,  that  the  cofnic  poets  dyi 
pot  fear  to  vent,  in  the  public 
theatres,  the  grofled  jokes  upon  his 
perfort,  the  fevered  inveftives  againd 
fiis  admipidration,  and  even  the  mod 
abominable  calumnies  upon  bis  cha¬ 
racter.  His  connection  with  Afpafia 
was  not  likely  to  efcape  their  fatire, 
She  was*  called,  ori  the  public  ftage, 
the  Omphale  of  her  time,  the  De'ia- 
peiraj  and  even  the  Juno.  ''Many 
•  drcii  mdances  of  the  adminidration  of 
Pericles  were' malevolently  attributed 
to  her  influence,  and  much  grofs 
-  abufe  and  tench  improbable  calumny* 
Was*  \  cnted  againd  both  of  them,  ft 
Would  indeed  be  feared y  poflible  to 


didmguifh  aimed  any  truth  amid  the 
licentioufnefs  of  wit,  and  the  vio¬ 
lence,  not  to  fay  the  atrocioufnefs, 
of  party-fpirit  at  Athens,  had  we  not 
generally,  for  this  intereding  period 
of  hidorv,  the  guidance  of  a  cotem- 
porarv  author,  Thucydides  fon  of 
Olerus,  of  uncommon  abilities  and 
dill  iilor  3  uncommon  impartiality, 
and  wnofe  ample  fortune,  great  con¬ 
nections,  and  high  dtuation  in  the- 
commonwealth,  opened  to  him  fu- 
perior  means  of  information.  For 
what  is  omitted  in  the  concife  re¬ 
view  of  Grecian  affairs  which  he  has 
prefixed  to  his  hidorv  of  the  Pelopon- 
nedan  war,  we  have  femetimes  fome 
tedimony  from  Xenophon,  Plato, 
Aridotle,  liberates,  or  the  orators. 
To  later  writers,  when  not  in  fome 
degree  fupported  by  thefe,  it  is  fel- 
dom  fafe  to  trud.  Sometimes  they 
have  adopted  reports  carelefsly ;  and 
often,  as  we  find  Plutarch  frequently 
acknowledging,  they  have  been  una¬ 
ble  to  develops  truth  amid  contra¬ 
diction  and  improbability.  Indeed 
Plutarch,  though  often  extremely 
negligent,  is  yet  our  bed  afiidant. 
He  frequently  quotes  his  authorities ; 
and  where  unbiaffed  bv  fome  evident 

J  ' 

prejudice,  he  is  generally  impartial. 

u  We  may  trud  the  united  autho- 
•/ 

rities  of  Thucydides  and  Plutarch, 
notwithstanding  the  vague  accufa- 
tions  reported  by  Diodorus  '  and 
others,  that  the  clear  integrity  of  Pe¬ 
ricles,  not  lets  than  the  wifdom  of 
his  public  conduft,  was  his  diield 
againd  the  feurrility  of  the  comic 
poets,  fo  adapted  to  make  impreflion 
on  the  popular  mind,  as  well  as 
againd  every  effort  of  the  oppobng 
orators.  One  great  point,  however, 
of  his  policy,  was  to  keep  the  people 
always  either  amufed  or  employed. 
Dur  ing  peace  an  exercidng  AJuadron 
of  dxty  trireme  galleys' was  fent  out 
for  eight  months  in  every  year.  Nd$ 
was  this  without  a  farther  ufe  than 
’  '  merely 
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merely  engaging  the  attention  of  the 
people,  and  maintaining  the  na^y-  in 
vigour.  Himfelf  occafiOnally  took 
the  command  of  this  fquadron  ;  and 
failing  among  the  diftant  dependen¬ 
cies  of  the  empire,  fettled  difputes 
between  them,  and  confirmed  the 
power  and  extended  influence  of 
Athens.  The  Aigean  and  the  Pro¬ 
pontis  did  not  bound  his  voyages  : 
he  penetrated  into  the  Euxine ;  and 
finding  the  diftant  Qrecian  fettle- 
ment  of  Sinope  divided  between  Ti- 
mefileos,  who  affeded  the  tyranny, 
and  an  oppofing  party,  he  left  there 
Lamachus  with  thirteen  fhips,  and 
a  body  of  land  forces,  with  whofe 
uiiiftance  to  the  popular  fide  the  ty¬ 
rant  and  thofe  of  his  faction  were 
expelled.  Their  houfes  and  proper¬ 
ty,  divided  into  fix  hundred  lots, 
were  offered  to  fo  many  Athenian 


citizens  v  and  volunteers  were  not 
wanting  to  go  upon  fuch  conditions 
to  fettle  at  Sinope.  To  dilburtheii 
the  government  at  home,  by  provid¬ 
ing  advantageous  eftablifhments,  ill 
diftant  parts,  for  the  poor  and  dif- 
contented  among  the  fovereign  citi¬ 
zens  of  Athens,  was  a  policy  often 
reforted  to  by  Pericles-  It  was' dur- . 
inghis  adminiftration,  and,  accord-, 
ing  to  Diodorus,  in  the  fame  year 
in  which  the  thirty  years  truce  was 
concluded,  that  the  deputation  came 
from  the  Theffaliaft  adventurers, 
who  had  been  expelled  by  the  Cro- 
toniats  from  their  attempted  efta- 
blifhmerit  in  the  defected  territory 
of  Sybaris ;  and  under  his  patronage 
the  colony  was  eftablifhed  with 
which  the  hiftorian  Plerodotus  and 
the  legiflator  Charondas  fettled  at 
Thuriumd’ 
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[From  the  Third  Volume  of  Mr.  Bruce’S  Travels.] 


Account  of  the  King’ s  triumphant  Kn- 
try  into  his  Capital,  attended  by  the 
R  a  5  Michael ,  his  Prime  Miniffier, 
and  the  other  Officers' of  Slate$  after 
having  obtained  a  fgnal  Kiclory 
over  his  rebellious  Subjcfls . 

U  HP  HE  next  day,  which  was  the 
1  cth,  the  army  marched  in¬ 
to  the  town  in  triumph,  and  the  Ras 
at  the  head  of  the  troops  of  Tigre* 
He  was  bareheaded  ;  over  his  fhoui- 
ders,  and  down  to  his  back,  hung  a 
pallium,  or  cloak,  of  black  velvet, 
with  a  filver  fringe.  A  boy,  by  his 
right  ftirrup,  held  a  filver  wand  of 
about  five  f  eet  and  a  half  long,  much 
like  the  ftaves  of  our  great  officers  at 
court.  Behind  him  all  the  fold iers, 


who  had  ilain  an  enemy,  and  taken 
the  fpoils  from  them,  had  their  lances 
and  firelocks  ornamented  with  final! 
ffireds  of  fcarlet  cloth,  one  piece  for 
every  man  he  had  ffain. 

“  Remarkable  amono-  all  this  mul- 
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titude  was  Hagos,  door-keeper  of 
the  Ras.  This  man,  always  well- 
armed  and  well  mounted,  had  fol¬ 
lowed  the  wars  of  the  Ras  from 
his  infancy,  and  had  been  fo  fortu* 
nat'e  in  this  kind  of  fingle  combat, 
that  his  whole  lance  and  javelin,  horfe 
and  perlon,  wrere  covered  over  wdth 
the  ffireds  of  fcarlet  doth.  At  this 
laft  battle  of  Fagitta,  Hagos  is  faid  to 
have  ffain  eleven  men  with  his  own 
hand.  Indeed  there  is  nothing  more 
fallacious  than  judging  of  a  man’s 
C  1  courage 
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courage  by  thefe  marks  of  conquefis. 
A  gool  horfeman,  armed  with  a  coat 
of  mail,  upon  a  firong,  well-fed,  well- 
winded  horfe,  may,  alter  a  defeat, 
kill  as  many  of  thefe  wretched,  weary, 
naked  fugitives,  as  he  pleafes,  con- 
'  fining  himfelf  to  thole  that  are  weak¬ 
ly,  mounted  upon  tired  horfes,  and 
covered  only  with  goat's- ikinq  or  that 
are  flying  on  foot. 

“  One  thing  remarkable  in  this 
cavalcade,  which  I  obferved,  was' the 
head-drefs  of  the  governors  of  pro¬ 
vinces.  A  large  broad  fillet  was 
bound  upon  their  forehead,  and  tied 
behind  their  head.  In  the  middle  of 
this  was  a  horn,  or  a  conical  piece  of 
{fiver,  gilt,  about  four  inches  long, 
much  in  the  fhape  of  our  common 
candle  extinguifiias.  This  is  called 
kirn,  or  horn,  and  is  only  worn  in 
reviews  or  parades  after  victory. 
This  I  apprehend,  like  all  other  of 
their  ufages,  is  taken  from  the  He¬ 
brews,  and  the  feveral  allufions  made 
in  feripture  to  it  arifefrom  this  prac¬ 
tice  :7— 44  I  faid  unto  fools,  deal  not 
44  foolifhly ;  and  to  the  wicked,  lift 
44  not  uo  the  horn” — 44  Lift  not  up 
u  your  horn  on  high  ;  fpeak  not 
44  with  a  ftiff  neck”— 44  For  promo- 
44  tion  cometh,”  &c. — 44  But  my  horn 
44  {halt  thou  exalt  like  the  horn  of 
*4  an  unicorn”— 44  And  the  horn  of 

the  righteous  fhall  be  exalted  with 

honour.”  And  fo  in  many  other 
places  throughout  the  Pfalms. 

44  Next  to  thefe  came  the  king, 
with  a  fillet  of  white  muflin  about 
three  inches  broad,  binding  his  fore¬ 
head,  tied  with  a  large  double  knot 
behind,  and  hanging  down  about 
two  feet  on  his  back.  About  him 
were  the  great  officers  of  ftate,  fuch 
of  the  young  nobility  as  were  without 
command ;  and  after  thefe,  the  houfe- 
hold  troops. 

44  Then  followed  the  Kanitz  Kit- 
zera,  or  executioner  of  the  camp, 
and  his  attendants ;  and,  laft  of  all, 


amidfi  the  king’s  and  the  Ras’s  bag- 
gage,  came  a  man  bearing  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Ikin  of  the  unfortunate  Wocflieka 
upon  a  pole,  which  he  hung  upon 
a  branch  of  the  tree,  before  the  king’s 

7  o 

palace,  appropriated  for  public  exe¬ 
cutions.” 

The  Author" s  Introduction  to  the  Pi  ime 
M infer. 

44  We  went  in  and  faw  the  old 
man  fitting  upon  a  fofa  •  his  white 
hair  was  drolled  in  manyfhort  curls. 
He  appeared  to  be  thoughtful,  but 
not  difpleafed ;  his  face  was  lean,  his 
eyes  quick  and  vivid,  but  feemed  to 
be  a  little  fore  from  expofure  to  the 
weather.  He  feemed  to  be  about 
fix  feet  high,  though  his  iamenefs 
made  it  difficult  to  guefs  with  accu¬ 
racy.  His  air  was  perfectly  free 
from  conftraint,  what  the  French 
call  degagee.  In  face  and  perfon  he 
was  liker  my  learned  and  worthy 
friend,  the  count  de  Button,  than 
any  two  men  I  ever  faw  in  the  world. 
They  muff  have  been  bad  phyfrog- 
nomifts  that  did  not  difeern  his  ca¬ 
pacity  and  underftanding  by  his  very 
countenance.  Every  look  conveyed 
a  fentiment  with  it  :  he  feemed  to 
have  no  occafion  for  other  language, 
and  indeed  lie  fpoke  little.  I  offer¬ 
ed  as  ufual  to  kifs  the  ground  before 
him  ;  and  of  this  he  teemed  to  take 
little  notice,  firetching  out  his  hand 
and  {baking  mine  upon  my  riling. 

44  I  fat  down  with  Aylo,  three  or 
four  of  the  judges,  Petros,  Heikel  the 
queen’s  chamberlain,  and  an  Azage 
from  the  king’s  houfe,  who  whifper- 
ed  fomething  in  his  ear,  and  went 
out ;  which  interruption  prevented 
me  from  fpeaking  as  I  was  prepared 
to  do,  or  give  him  my  prefent,  which 
a  man  held  behind  me.  Fie  began 
gravely,  44  Yagoube,  I  think  that  is 
44  your  name,  near  what  I  fay  to  you, 
44  and  mark  what  I  recommend  to 
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u  you.  You  are  a  man,  I  am  told, 

44  who  make  it  your  bufinefs  to  wan- 
44  der  in  the  fields  in  fearch  after  trees 
44  and  grabs  in  fol-itary  places,  and 
“to  fit  up  all  night  alone  looking 
44  at  the  Ears  of  the  heavens  :  other 
44  countries  are  not  like  this,  though 
44  this  was  never  fo  bad  as  it  is  now. 

44  Thefe  wretches  here  are  enemies 
4-4  to  ftrangers ;  if  they  faw  you  alone 
44  in  your  own  parlour,  their  fir  ft 
44  thought  would  be  how  to  murder 
44  you  ;  though  they  knew  they  were 
44  to  get  nothing  by  it,  they  wohld 
44  murder  vou  for  mere,  mifchief.” 

J 

44  The  devil  is  ftrong  in  them,”  fays 
a  voice  from  a  corner  of  the  room, 
which  appeared  to  be  that  of  a  prieft. 
44  Therefore,”  fays  the  Ras,  44  after  a 
44  long  converfation  with  your  friend 
44  Aylo,  whofe  advice  I  hear  you 
44  happily  take,  as  indeed  we  all  do, 
4;  I  have  thought  that  fituation  beft 
44  which  leaves  you  at  liberty  to  fol- 
44  low  your  own  defigns,  at  the  fame 
44  time  that  it  puts  your  perfon  in 
44  fafety m  that  you  will  not  be  trou- 
44  bled  with  monks  about  their  reli- 
44  gious  matters,  or  in  danger  from 
44  thefe  rafcais  that  may  feek  to  mur- 
44  der  you  for  money.” 

44  What  are  the  monks  ?”  fa  vs  the 
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fame  voice  from  the  corner ;  44  the 
44  monks  will  never  meddle  with  fuch 
44  a  man  as  this.” — 44  Therefore  the 
44  king,”  continued  the  Ras,  without 
taking  any  notice  of  the  interruption, 
44  has  appointed  you  Baalomaal,  and 
44  to  command  the  Koccob  horfe, 
44  which  I  thought  to  have  given  to 
44  Francis,  an  old  foldier  of  mine  ; 
44  but  he  is  poor,  and  we  will  provide 
44  for  him  better,  for  thefe  appoint- 
44  rnents  have  honour,  but  little  pro- 
44  fit.”  44  Sir,”  fays  Francis,  who 
wits  in  prefence,  but  behind,  44  it  is 
44  in  much  more  honourable  hands 
44  than  either  mine  or  the  Arme- 
44  nian’s,  or  any  other  white  man’s, 
44  fince  the  days  of  Hatz&  Menas,  and 


44  fo  I  told  the  king  to-day.”  44  Very 
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44  well,  Francis,”  fays  the  Ras;  44  it 
44  becomes  a  foldier  to  fpeak  the 
44  truth,  whether  it  makes  for  or 
44  againft  himfelf.  Go  then  to  th«: 
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44  king,  and  kifs  the  ground  upon 
44  your  appointment.  I  fee  you  have 
44  already  learned  this  ceremony  of 
44  our's ;  Aylo  and  Heikel  are  very 
44  proper  perfons  to  go  with  you. 
44  The  king  exprefted  his  furprife  to 
44  me  laft  night  he  had  not  feen  you  ; 
44  and  there  too  is  Tecla  Mariam, 
44  the  king's  lecretary,  who  came  with 
44  your  appointment  from  the  palace 
44  to-day.”  The  man  in  the  corner, 
that  I  took  for  a  prieft,  was  this 
Tecla  Mariam,  a  fcribe.  Gut  of  the 
king's  prefence  men  of  this  order 
cover  their  heads,  as  do  the  priefts, 
which  was  the  reafon  of  my  miftake. 

44  I  then  gave  him  a  prelent,  which 
he  fcarce  looked  at,  as  a  number  of 
people  were  preffing  in  at  the  door 
from  curiofity  or  bufinefs.” 

The  Author* s  Introduction  to  the  KJmya 

44  I  went  afterwards  to  the  king’s 
palace,  and  met  Aylo  and  Heikel  at 
the  door  of  the  prefence-chamber. 
Tecla  Mariam  walked  before  us  to 
the  foot  of  the  throne ;  after  which 
I  advanced  and  proftrated  myfelf 
upon  the  ground.  44 1  have  brought 
44  you  a  iervant,”  fays  he  to  the 
king,  44  from  fo  diftant  a  country, 
44  that  if  you  ever  let  him  efcape,  we 
44  fliall  never  be  able  to  follow  him, 
44  or  know  where  to  feek  him.”  This 
was  faid  facetioufly  by  an  old  fami¬ 
liar  fervant ;  but  the  king  made  no 
..reply,  as  far  as  we  could  guels,  for 
his  mouth  was  covered,  nor  did  he 
{hew  any  alteration  of  countenance. 
Five  people  were  (landing  on  each 
fide  of  the  throne,  ail  young  men, 
three  on  his  left  and  two  on  his  right. 
One  of  thefe,  the  fon  of  Tecla  Ma¬ 
riam,  (afterwards  my  great  friend) 
who  flood  uppermoft  on  the  left 
C  4  hand, 
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hand,  came  up,  and  taking  hold  of 
me  by  the  hand,  placed  me  immedi¬ 
ately  above  him  ;  when  feeing  I  had 
no  knife  in  my  girdle,  he  pulled  out 
his  own  and  gave  it  to  me.  Upon 
being  placed,  I  again  kiffed  the 
ground. 

u  The  king  was  in  an  alcove  ;  the 
red  went  out  of  fight  from  where  the 
throne  was,  and  fat  down.  The 
ufual  queftions  now  began  about 
Terufalem  and  the  holy  places — where 
my  country  was  ?  which  it  was  im- 
poffible  to  defcribe,  as  they  knew  the 
fituation  of  no  country  but  their  own 
—why  I  came  fo  far  ? — whether  the 
moon  and  the  liars,  but  efpecially  the 
moon,  was  the  fame  in  my  country 
as  in  theirs  ? — and  a  great  many  fuch 
idle  and  tirefome  queftions.  I  had 
feveral  times  offered  to  take  my  pre- 
fent  from  the  man  who  held  it,  that 
I  might  offer  it  to  his  majefty  and  go 
away ;  but  the  king  always  made  a 
fign  to  put  it  off,  till,  being  tired  to 
death  with  (landing,  I  leaned  againfl 
the  wall.  Aylo  was  fail  afteep,  and 
Ayto  Heike!  and  the  Greeks  curling 
their  mailer  in  their  heart  for  fpoil- 
ing  the  good  fupper  that  Anthuie 
his  treasurer  had  prepared  for  us. 
This;,  as  we  afterwards  found  out,  the 
king  very  well  knew,  and  refolved  to 
try  our  patience  to  the  utmoft.  At 
la'll,  Ayto  Aylo  ftole  away  to  bed, 
and  every  body  elfe  after  him,  ex¬ 
cept  thofe  who  had  accompanied  me, 
who  were  ready  to  die  with  thirft, 
and  drop  down  with  wearinefs,.  ft 
was  agreed  by  thofe  that  were  out  of 
fight,  to  fend  Tecla  Mariam  to 
whifper  in  the  king^s  ear,  that  1  had 
not  been  well,  which .  he  did,  but  no 
notice  was  taken  of  it.  It  was  now 
pal!  ten  o  clock,  and  he  fhewed  no 
inclination  to  go  to  bed. 

u  Hitheyto,  while  there  were 
jlrangers  in  the  room,  he  had  fpoken 
to  us 'by  mi  -officer  called  Kal  Hatze, 
jtve  -wue  or  word  of  the  king  \  but 


now,  when  there  were  nine  or  ten  of 
us,  his  menial  fervants,  only  prefent, 
he  uncovered  his  face  and  mouth, 
and  fpoke  himfelf.  Sometimes  it 
was  about  Jerufalem,  fometimes  a- 
bout  horfes,  at  other  times  about 
/hooting ;  again  about  the  Indies ; 
how  far  I  could  look  into  the  hea¬ 
vens  with  my  telefcopes:  and  all 
thefe  were  deliberately  and  circum- 
llantially  repeated,  if  they  were  not 
pointedly  anfwered.  I  was  abfo- 
lutely  in  defpair,  and  fcarcely  able  to 
fpeak  a  word,  inwardly  mourning 
the  hardnefs  of  mv  lot  in  this  mv 

J  V 

'firll  preferment,  and  fincerely  pray¬ 
ing  it  might  be  my  laft  promotion  in 
this  court.  At  laft  all  the  Greeks 
began  to  be  impatient,  and  got  out 
of  the  corner  of  the  room  behind 

the  alcove,  and  Hood  immediately 

*  _  / 

before  the  throne.  The  king  feemed 
to  be  aftonilhed  at  feeing  them,  and 
told  them  he  thought  they  had  all 
been  at  home  long  ago.  They  faid, 
however,  they  would  not  go  without 
me  ;  which  the  king  faid  could  not 
be,  for  one  of  the  duties  of  my  em¬ 
ployment  was  to  be  charged  with 
the  door  of  his  bed-chamber  that 
night. 

“  I  think  I  could  almoft  have 
killed  him  in  that  inllant.  At  lad 
Ayto  Heikel,  taking  courage,  came 
forward  to  him,  pretending  a  mef- 
fage  from  the  queen,  and  whifpered 
him  fomething  in  the  ear,  probably 
that  the  Ras  would  take  it  ill.  He 
then  laughed,  faid  he  thought  we  had 
dipped,  and  difmlffed  us.” 

Of  the  Marriage  of  the  King ,  and 

the  Treatment  Jheven  to  the  Princes 

of  the  Blood  Royal. 

“  The  king  in  his  marriage  ufes  no 
other  ceremony  than  this ; — he  fends 
an  Azage  to  the  houfe  where  the 
lady  lives,  where  the  officer  announces 
to  her,  it  is  the  king’s  pleafure  that 

ihe 


CUSTOMS  and  MANNERS  of  the  AB Y S SfNT ANS .  [41  j 


flie  fhould  remove  inftantly  to  the 
palace.  She  then  drefles  herfelf  in 
the  bell  manner,  and  immediately 
obeys.  Thenceforward  he  affigns  her 
an  apartment  in  the  palace,  and  gives 
her  a  hoirfe  elfewhere  in  any  part  fhe 
chufes.  Then  when  he  makes  her 
Iteghe,  it  f'eems  to  be  the  nearelf  re- 
femblance  to  marriage  ;  for,  whether 
in  the  court  or  in  the  camp,  he  orders 
one  of  the  judges  to  pronounce  in 
his  prefence,  that  he,  the  king,  has 
chofen  his  hand-maid,  naming  her 
for  his  queen  ;  upon  which  the  crown 
is  put  upon  her  head,  but  llie  is  not 
anointed. 

u  The  crown  being  hereditarv  in 
one  family,  but  elective  in  the  per- 
fon,  and  polygamy  being  permitted, 
muff  have  multiplied  tliefe  heirs  very 
much,  and  produced  conffant  dis¬ 
putes,  fo  that  it  was  found  neceflary 
to  provide  a  remedy  for  the  anarchy 
and  effuflon  of  royal  blood,  which 
was  otherwife  inevitably  to  follow. 
The  remedy  was  a  humane  and 
gentle  one  ;  they  were  confined  in  a 
good  climate  upon  a  high  mountain, 
and  maintained  there  at  the  public 
expence.  They  are  there  taught  to 
read  and  write,  but  nothing  elfe ; 
7"Q  cloths  for  wrapping  round  them, 
3000  ounces  of  gold,  which  is  -30,000 
dollars,  or  crowns,  are  allowed  by  the 
Hate  for  their  maintenance.  Thefe 
princes  are  hardly  ufed,  and,  in 
troublefome  times,  often  put  to  death 
upon  the  final  left  mifiiiformation. 
While  I  was  in  Abyflinia  their  re¬ 
venue  was  fo  grofsly  mifapplied,  that 
fome  of  them  were  faid  to  have  died 
with  hunger  and  of  cold  by  the  ava¬ 
rice  and  hard-heartednefs  of  Michael 
neglecting  to  furnifli  them  necef- 
faries.  Nor  had  the  king,  as  far  as 
ever  I  could  difcern,  that  fellow-feel¬ 
ing  one  would  have  expected  from  a 
prince  relcued  from  that  very  fitua- 
tion  himfelf;  perhaps  this  was  owing 
to  his  fear  of  Ras  Michael.” 


Defer' ption  of  the  Bloody  Banquet* 

u  Confiften-t  with  the  plan  of  this 
work,  which  is  to  deferibe  the  man¬ 
ners  of  the  fever al  nations  through 
which  I  paffed,  good  and  bad,  as  I 
-obferved  them,  I  cannot  avoid  giving 
fome  account  of  this  Polyphemus 
banquet,  as  far  as  decency  will  per¬ 
mit  me  ;  it  is  part  of  the  hiftory  of  a 
barbarous  people  $  whatever  I  might 
with,  I  cannot  decline  it. 

u  In  the  capital,  where  one  is  fafe 
from  furprife  at  all  times,  or  in  the 
country  or  villages,  when  the  rains 
have  become  fo  conftant  that  the 
valleys  will  not  bear  a  horfe  to  pais 
them,  or  that  men  cannot  venture 
far  from  home  through  fear  of  being 
lurrounded  and  fwept  awav  by  tem¬ 
porary  torrents,  occaftoned  by  hid¬ 
den  f bowers  on  the  mountains  ;  in  a 
word,  when  a  man  can  fay  he  is  fafe 
at  home,  and  the  fpear  and  fhield  is 
hung  up  in  the  hall,  a  number  of 
people  of  the  beft  fafhion  in  the  vil¬ 
lages,  of  both  fexes,  courtiers  in  the 
palace,  or  citizens  in  the  town,  meet 
together  to  dine  between  twelve  and 
one  o’clock. 

“  A  long  table  is  let  in  the  middle 
of  a  large  room,  and  benches  belide 
it  for  a  number  of  241  efts  who  are 
invited.  Tables  and  benches  the 
Portugueze  introduced  amon  sit 
them  ;  but  bull  hides,  fpread  upon 
the  ground,  ferved  them  before,  as 
they  do  in  the  camp  and  country  • 
now.  A  cow  or  bull,  one  or  more, 
as  the  company  is  numerous,  is 
brought  clofe  to  the  door,  and  his 
feet  ftrongly  tied.  The  fkin  that 
hangs  down  under  his  chin  and 
throat,  which  I  think  we  call  the 
dew-lap  in  England,  is  cut  only  fo 
deep  as  to  arrive  at  the  fat,  of  which 
it  totally  confills,  and,  by  the  repara¬ 
tion  of  a  few  final!  blood-veffeis,  fix 
or  leven  drops  of  blood  only  fall  up¬ 
on  the  ground.  Thev  have  no  ftone, 

bench- 
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bench*  nor  altar  upon  which  thefe 
cruel  afiailins  lay  the  animal's  head 
in  this  operation.  I  fhouldi  beg  his 
pardon  indeed  for  calling  him  an 
aflaffin,  as  he  is  not  fo  merciful  as  to 
aim  at  the  life,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
to  keep  the  beafl  alive  till  he  be  totally 
eat  up.  Having  fail  shed  the  Mofai- 
cal  law,  according  to  his  conception, 
by  pouring  thefe  fix  or  feven  drops 
upon  the  ground,  two  or  more  of 
them  fall  to  work ;  on  the  back  of 
the  beafl,  and  oil  each  fide  of  the 
fpine  they  cut  ik in -deep  ;  then  put¬ 
ting  their  fingers  between  the  flefh 
and  the  (It in,  they  begin  to  ftrip  the 
hide  of  the  animal  half  way  down 
his  ribs,  arid  io  on  to  the  buttock, 
cutting:  the  fkin,  wherever  it  hinders 

C>  ^  J  t 

them,  commodioufly  to  ftrip  the  poor 
animal  bare.  All  the  flefh  on  the 
b  a  stocks  is  cut  off  then,  and  in  folid 
fquare  pieces  without  bones,  or  much 
eJhifion  of  blood  ;  and  the  prodi¬ 
gious  noif’e  the  animal  makes  is  a 
ftgnal  for  the  company  to  fit  down 
to  table-, 

44  There  are  then  laid  before  every 
gut  ft,  inftead  of  plates,  round  cakes, 
if  I  may  fo  call  them,  about  twice  as 
big  as  a  pan-cake,  and  fomething 
thicker  and  tougher.  It  is  unleaven¬ 
ed  bread  of  a  fburifh  take,  hr  from 
being  difagreeable,  and  very  eafily 
digefted,  made  of  a  grain  called  teff 
It  is  of  different  colours,  from  black 
to  the  coloar  cf  the  whiteft.  wheat- 
bread.  Three  or  four  of  thefe  cakes 
are  generally  put  uppermoft,  for  the 
food  of  the  per  fori  opposite  to  whole 
feat  they  are  placed.  Beneath  thefe 
are  four  or  five  of  ordinary  bread, 
•and  of  a  blackfill  kind.  Thefe  ferve 
the  m after  to  wipe  his  lingers  upon  ; 
and  afterwards,  the  fervant,  for  bread 
to  his  dinner. 

“  T wo  or  three  fervants  then  come, 
each  with  a  fquare  piece  of  beef  in 
their  bare  hands,  laying  it  upon  the 


cakes  of  teff,  placed  like  dilhes  clown 
the  table,  w’thout  cloth  or  any  thinm 
elfe  beneath  them.  By  this  time  ail 
the  guefts  have  knives  in  their  hands,, 
and  their  men  have  the  large  crooked 
ones,  which  they  out  to  all  forts  of 
ufes  during  the  time  of  war.  The 
women  have  fmall  clafped  knives, 
luch  as  the  word  of  the  kind  made 
at  Birmingham,  fold  for  a  penny 
each. 

44  The  company  are  fo  ranged 
that  one  man  fits  between  two  wo¬ 
men  ;  the  man  with  his  long  knife 
cuts  a  thin  piece,  which  would  be 
thought  a  good  beer-fteak  in  Eng¬ 
land,  while  you  fee  the  motion  of 
✓  ^ 

the  fibres  yet  perfectly  diftindt,  and 
alive  in  the  flefh.  No  man  in 
Abyffinia,  of  any  fafhion-  whatever, 
feeds  himfelf,  or  touches  his  own 
meat.  The  women  take  the  fteak 
and  cut  it  length-ways  like  firings, 
about  the  thicknefs  of  your  little 

j 

finger,  then  crofsways  into  fquare 
pieces,  fomething  fm after  than  dice. 
This  they  lay  upon,  a  piece  of  the  teff 
bread,  ftrongly  powdered  with  black 
pepper,  or  Cayenne  pepper,  and  fof- 
file-falt \  they  then  wrap  it  up  in  the 
teff  bread  like  a  cartridge. 

u  In  the  mean  time,  the  man  hav¬ 
ing  put  up  his  knife,  with  each  hand 
relling  upon  his  neighbour's  knee, 
his  body  Hooping,  his  head  low7  and 
forward,  and  mouth  open  very  like 
an  ideot,  turns  to  the  one.whofe  car¬ 
tridge  is  firit  ready,  who  fluffs  the 
whole  of  it  into  his  mouth,  which  is 
fo  full  that  he  is  in  conftant  danger 
of  being  choked.  This  is  a  mark 
of  grandeur.  The  greater  the  man 
would  feem  to  be,  the  larger  piece 
he  takes  in  his  mouth  ;  and  the 
more  noife  he  makes  in  chewing  it, 
the  more  polite-  he  is  thought  to  be. 
They  have,  indeed,  a  proverb  that 
fays,  u  Beggars  and  thieves  only  eat 
u  fmall  pieces*  or  without  making 

4 4  a  noife,” 
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a  noife.”  Having;  difpatched  this 
raorfel,  which  he  does  very  expedi- 
tioufly,  his  next  female  neighbour 
holds  forth  another  cartridge,  which 
goes  the  fame  way,  and  fo  on  till  he 
is  fatisfied.  He  never  drinks  till  he 
has  hn idled  eating  ;  and,  before  he 
begins,  in  gratitude  to  the  fair  ones 
that  fed  him,  he  makes  up  two  imall 
rolls  of  the  fame  kind  and  form  ; 
each  of  his  neighbours  open  their 
mouths  at  the  fame  time,  while  with 
each  hand  he  puts  their  portion  into 
their  mouths.  He  then  falls  to  drink¬ 
ing  out  of  a  large  handfome  horn  ; 
the  ladies  eat  till  they  are  fatisfied, 
and  then  ail  drink  together,  44  Vive 


u  la  Joye  et  la  Jeimeffe  !”  A  great 
deal  of  mirth  and  joke  goes  round, 
very  feldom  with  any  mixture  of 
acrimony  prill-humour. 

44  All  this  time,  the  unfortunate 
vfttim  at  the  door  is  bleeding  indeed, 
but  bleeding  little.  As  long  as  they 
can  cut  off  the  fie  111  from  ids  bones, 
they  do  not  meddle  with  the  thighs, 
or  the  parts  where  the  great  arteries 
are.  At  laft  they  fall  upon  die 
thighs  likewife ;  and  foon  alter  the 
animal,  bleeding  to  death,  becomes 
fo  tough  that  the  canibais,  who  have- 
the  reft  of  it  to  eat,  find  very  hard 
work  to  feparate  the  fielb  front  the 
bones  with  theft  teeth  like  dogs.** 
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f From  the  Second  Volume -of  Count  de  Bbnyowsky’s  Memoirs  and 
L  Travels.] 


The  Faith  of  the  Madagafcar  Nation . 

u  rp  HE  Madagafcar  nation  be¬ 
lieves  in  a  Supreme  Being, 
whom  they  call  Zanhar  e,  which  de¬ 
notes  creator  of  all  things.  They 
honour  and  revere  this  Being,  but 
have  dedicated  no  temple  to  him, 
and  much  lefs  have  they  fubftituted 
idols.  They  make  facrifices,  by 
killing  oxen  and  fheep,  and  they  ad- 
drefs  all  thefe  libations  to  God.  It 
has  been  afferted,  that  this  natron 
likewife  makes  offerings  to  the  de¬ 
vil  ;  but  in  this  there  is  a  deception, 
for  the  piece  of  the  facrificed  beaft, 
which  is  ufually  thrown  into  the 
fire,  is  not  intended  in  honour  of 
the  devil,  as  is  ufually  pretended. 
This  cuftom  is  very  ancient,  and  no 
one  can  tell  the  true  reafon  of  it. 
With  regard  to  the  immortality  of 
the  foul,  the  Madagafcar  people  are 


perfuaded,  that,  after  their  death, 
their  fpirit  will  return  again  to  the 
region  in  which  Zanhare  dwells  5  but 
they  by  no  means  admit  that  the  fpi¬ 
rit  of  man,  after  his  death,  can  Puf¬ 
fer  any  evil.  As  to  the  diftinftkm 
of  evil,  or  good,  they  are  perfuaded 
that  the  good  and  upright  man  final! 
be  recompenfed,  in  this  life,  by  a 
good  ftate  of  health,  the  conffancv 
of  his  friends,  the  increafe  of  his 
fortunes,  the  obedience  of  his  chil¬ 
dren,  and  the  happinefs  of  behold¬ 
ing  the  profperityof  his  family :  arid 
they  believe  that  the  wicked  man’s 
fate  fhall  be  the  contrary  to  this. 
The  Madagafcar  people,,  upon  this 
conviHion,  when  they  make  oaths, 
add  benedictions  in  favour  of  thofe 
who  keep  them,  and  curfes  againfl 
thofe  who  break  them.  In  this 
manner  it  is  that  they  appeal  to  the 
judgment  of  Zanhare,  m  making 

agreements; 
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agreements  ;  and  it  has  never  been 
known,  or  heard  of,  that  a  native  of 
Madagafcar  has  broken  his  oath, 
provided  it  was  made  in  the  nfuai 
manner,  which  they  fay  was  pre¬ 
fer  ibed  by  their  forefathers. 

Difinhiion  of  Kin^s,  and  Orders , 

•which  form  the  G over mm  nt  of  the 

Country . 

u  The  Madagafcar  people  have 
always  acknowledged  the  line  of  Ra- 
mini,  as  that  to  which  the  rights  of 
Ampanfacabe,  or  fover'eign,  belongs. 
They  have  confidered  this  line  as 
extinct,  fince  the  death  of  Dian  Ea¬ 
rn  ini  Larizon,  which  happened 
fixtyTx  years  ago,  and  whole  body 
Was  buried  upon  a  mountain,  out 
of  which  the  river  Manangourou 
fprings ;  but  having  acknowledged 
the  heir  of  this  line,  on  the  female 
fide,  they  re-effablifhed  this  title  in 
the  year  1*776.  The  right  of  the 
Ampanfacabe  confifls  in  nominating 
the  Rohandrians  to  afliih  in  the  ca- 
bars,  at  which  all  thofe  who  are 
cited  are  bound  to  appear,  and  the 
judgment  of  the  Ampanfacabe,  in 
his  cabar,  is  deciiive.  Another  pre¬ 
rogative  of  the  Ampanfacabe  is,  that 
each  Rohandrian  is  obliged  to  leave 
him,  by  will,  a  certain  proportion, 
of  his  property,  which  the  fuccef- 
fors  ufually  pui  chafe  by  a  flight  tri¬ 
bute,  or  fine.  Thirdly,  the  Ampan¬ 
facabe  has  a  right  to  exact  from  each 
Rohandrian  one  tenth  of  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  his  land,  and  a  number  of 
liorned  cattle  and  (laves,  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  riches  of  the  country  pof- 
feiTed  by  each  Rohandrian. 

44  The  fecond  order  is  ccmpofed 
of  the  Rohandrians,  or  princes. 
Since  the  lofs  of  the  Ampanfacabe, 
three  of  thefe  Rohandrians  have  al- 
fumed  the  title  of  kings — namely, 
the  Rohandrian  of  the  province  of 
MahavdoUj  named  Hiavi ;  of  the 


province  of  Voemar,  named  Lam- 
bouin  ;  and  the  third  at  Bombetoki, 
named  Cimanounpou. 

44  The  third  order  confifls  of  the 
Voadziri,  or  lords  of  a  diftrict,  com- 
pofed  of  feveral  villages. 

44  The  fourth  order  confifls  of  the 
Lohavchits,  or  chiefs  cf  villages. 

44  The  fifth  order,  Ondzatzi,  who 
are  freemen,  and  compote  the  at¬ 
tendants  or  followers  of  the  Rohan¬ 
drians,  V oadziri,  or  Lohavohits. 

44  The  fixth  order  confifls  of  Om- 
biaffies,  or  learned  meni*  and  this 
order  forms  the  warriors,  workmen, 
phyficians,  and  diviners :  thefe  lafl 
pcffefs  no  charge. 

44  The  feventh  order  confifls  of 
Ampurias,  or  (laves. 

44  Having  made  enquiries  from 
Bombetoki  palling  to  the  northward, 
and  as  far  as  I  taper  e,  the  refult 
proved,  that  there  are  thirty-eight 
Rohandrians  actually  reigning,  and 
two  hundred  and  eighty-feven  V oad¬ 
ziri.  With  refpedl  to  the  Lahavo- 
hits,  Ondzatzi,  and  OmbiafTes,  it  was 
not  pofiible  to  obtain  any  accurate 
determination  of  their  number. 

44  Thefe  orders  preferve  a  regular 
gradation,  refpefling  which  it  would 
be  very  difficult  to  give  a  detailed 
account.  They  live  in  the  manner 
we  read  of  concerning  the  ancient 
patriarchs.  Every  father  of  a  fa¬ 
mily  is  priefl  and  judge  in  his  own 
houfe,  though  he  depends  upon  the 
Lohavohits,  who  fuperintends  his- 
conduct.  This  lafl  is  anfwerable  to 
his  Voadziri,  and  the  Voadziri  to 
the  Rohandrian. 

7  he  Conveniences  of  Life ,  and  the  State 
of  the  Weateer. 

44  The  natives  of  Madagafcar  fub- 
fift  on  their  flocks  of  oxen,  flieep, 
and  goats,  which  they  maintain, 
together  with  poultry,  of  which  they 
keep  a  vail  quantity.  Their  houfes 
"  are 
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are  contracted  of  wood,  but  are 
very  convenient,  and  wonderfully 
neat  within-fide.  Their  villages 
are  furrcamded  with  pallifades  and 
ditches,  and  the  habitations  of  the 
Rohandrians  are  well  fortified  and 
defended  by  cannon.  They  have  * 

•>  J 

and  (1  aves ; 

they  cultivate  the  earth  with  indus¬ 
try,  and  it  affords  rice,  millet, 
maize,  and  puife,.  in  large  quanti¬ 
ties  :  the  foil  likewife  produces  fa- 
gar,  tobacco,  indigo,  coffee,  and 
pepper  ;  and  the  land  is  not  fold, 
but  given  away.  Erections  of  build¬ 
ings  coft  nothing  more  than  the  trou¬ 
ble  of  fetching  the  wood.  Fifh  and 
ggme  are  to  be  had  for  catching. 
The  people  of  Madagascar  have  no 
reafon  to  fear  wild  beafts,  or  ve¬ 
nomous  creatures,  as  there  are  none 
upon  the  ifiand.  Cold  weather, 
froft,  and  fnow,  are  unknown  to 
them ;  and  the  hot  weather  is  lefs 
troubleiorne  here,  than  upon  the 
i Hands  which  lie  in  the  torrid  zone, 
becaufe  tfe  nights  are  cool,  and  the 
heat  of  the  day  lads  only  from  nine 
to  three,  during  which  time  the  fea 
breeze  prevails,  and  cools  the  air  to 
fuch  a  degree,  that  it  is  feldom  in¬ 
convenient.  This  heat  faffs  only 
four  months,  and  during  the  reft  of 
the  year  one  continued  fpring  pre¬ 
vails. 

44  The  Madagafcar  people,  having 
no  communication  with  the  main 
land  of  ./Ethiopia,  have  not  altered 
their  primitive  laws ;  and  the  lan¬ 
guage  throughout  the  whole  extent 
of  the  illand  is  the  fame.  It  would 
be  a  rafli  attempt  to  determine  the 
origin  of  this  nation ;  it  is  certain 
that  it  c.onftfts  of  three  diftinCt  races, 
who  have  for  ages  paft  formed  inter¬ 
mixtures,  which  vary  to  infinity. 
The  firft  race  is  that  of  Zafe  Ibra¬ 
him,  or  defcendants  of  Abraham  ; 


but  they  have  no  veftige  of  judaifm, 
except  ciroumcifton,  and  feme  names, 
fuch  as  Ifaac,  Reuben,  Jacob,  &c. 
This  race  is  of  a  brown  colour.  The 
fecond  race  is  that  of  Zaferamini  ; 
with  refpeCt  to  this,  fome  books, 
which  are  ft  ill  extant  among  the 
Ombiafles,  affirm,’  that  is  not  more 
than  fix  centuries  fmce  their  arrival 
at  Madagafcar.  With  refpeCt  to  the 
third  race  of  Zafe  Canambou,  it  is 
of  Arabian  extraction,  and  arrived, 
much  more  lately  than  the  others, 

J  _  ' 

from  the  coafts  of  /Ethiopia :  hence 
it  pofieffes  neither  power  nor  credit, 
and  fills  only  the  charges  of  writers, 
hiftorians,  poets,  &c. 

The  Arts  and  Trades  of  Madagafcar* 

44  The  Madagafcar  nation  being 
in  want  only  of  the  neceftaries  of 
life,  have  not  applied  themfelves  to 
the  invention  of  fo  many  arts  and 
trades  as  are  become  indifpenfible  in 
Europe.  They  are  contented  with 
fuch  as  are  neceffary  to  make  their 
moveables,  took,  utenfils,  and  arms 
for  defence ;  to  conftruCt  their  dwel¬ 
lings,  and  the  boats  which  are  ne- 
cefiary  for  their  navigation  :  and, 
laftly,  to  fabricate  cloths  and  fluffs 
for  their  cloathing.  They  are  de¬ 
fir  ous  only  of  poffefiing  the  necef¬ 
fary  fupplies  of  immediate  -utility 
and  convenience. 

44  The  principal  and  moft  refpeft- 
ed  bufinefs,  is  the  manufacture  of 
iron  and  ft  eel.  The  artifts  in  this 
way  call  themfelves  Ampanefa  vih?. 
They  are  very  expert  in  fufing  the 
ore,  and  forging  utenfils,  fuch  as 
hatchets,  hammers,  anvils,  knives, 
fpades,  fagayes,  razors,  pincers,  or 
tweezers  for  pulling  out  the  hair, 
&c. 

44  The  fecond  clafs  confifts  of  the 
goldfmiths,  Ompanefa  vola  mena : 
they  caft  gold  in  ingots,  and  make 


*  Blank  in  the  msmuf.ript. 
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up  bracelets,  bu deles,  ear-rings, drops, 
lings,  &c. 

44  The  third  are  called  Qmpavil- 
langa,  and  are  potters. 

44  The  fourth  are  the  Ompane- 
ratta,  or  turners  in  wood,  -who 
make  boxes  called  vat,ta,  plates, 
wooden  and  horn  fpoons,  bee-hives, 
coffins,  See, 

44  The  fifth,  Oropan  eacafou,  or 
carpenters.  They  are  very  expert 
m  this  bn  fin  els,  and  make  ufe 
el  the  rule,  foe  plane,  the  com- 
jsaffbs,  ice. 

44  The  fixth  are  the  Ompsniavi, 
or  rope-makers.  Thfey  make  their 
ropes  of  different  kinds  of  bark  of 
trees,  and  likewife  of  hemp. 

44  The  foventh,  Ampan  lamba, 
or  weavers.  This  bufinefs  is  per¬ 
formed  bv  women  only,  and  it 
would  be  reckoned  difgraeeful  A  a 
man  to  exercife  it. 

44  The  Ombiafles  are  foe  literary 
men  and  phyiicians,  who  give  advice 
only. 

44  The  Herauvitz  are  comedians 
and  dancers. 


Their  Dwelling  F laces  and  Building*. 

u  The  Madagafcar  people  always 
live  in  Ibciety ;  that  is  to  fay,  in 
towns  ahd  villages.  The  towns  are 
in r rounded  by  a  ditch  and  palli- 
fades,  at  the  extremities  of  which 
a  guard  from  twelve  to  twenty 
armed  men  is  kept.  The  houfes. 
of  private  people  coiifift  of  a  con¬ 
venient  cottage,  furrounded  by  fe- 
veral  fmall  ones :  the  mailer  of  the 
houfe  dwells  in  the  largeft,  and 
his  women,  or  Haves,  ledge  in  the 
fmaller.  Thefe  houfes  are  built  of 
wood,  covered  with  leaves  of  the 
paim-treee,  or  ft  raw. 

44  The  houfes  of  the  great  men 
of  the  country  are  very  fpacious  ; 
each  houfe  is  compofed  of  two  walls, 
and  four  apartments :  round  about 
the  principal  houfe,  other  fmaller 
habitations  are  built,  for  the  accom¬ 
modation  of  the  women,  and  the 
whole  family  of  the  chief;  but  the 
flaves  cannot  pafs  the  night  within 
them.  Molt  of  the  houfes  inhabited 
by  foe  Rohandrians  are  built  with 

j 

tafte  and  admirable  fymmetry.” 


STATE  of  the  COMMERCE  of  KAMTSCHATKA,  with  a  View 
of  the  MODE  of  LIVING,  CHARACTER,  and  MANNERS  of 
the  INHABITANTS. 

[From  the  Firft  Volume  of  M.  de  Lesseps"  Travels  in  Kamtschatka.] 

44  MT"*  HESE  people,  Ruffians  and 
J  Coffacs,  together  with  a 
mixed  breed  found  amorig  them, 
carry  on  a  clandeftine  commerce, 

Sometimes  in  one  article,  and  feme- 
times  in  another ;  it  varies  as  often 
as  they  fee  any  reafon  for  changing 
it;  but  it  is  never  with  a  view  of  en¬ 
riching  themfelves  by  honeft  means. 

Their  induftry  is  a  continual  kna- 
yjftuieis;  it  is  foiely  employed  in 

~ .  a  Kami- 


cheating  the  poor  Kamtfchadales, 
whofe  credulity  and  infaperable  pro- 
penflty  to  drunkennefs,  leave  them' 
entirely  at  the  mercy  of  thefe  dan¬ 
gerous  plunderers.  Like  our  moun¬ 
tebanks,  and  other  knaves  of  this 
kind,  they  go  from  village  to  vil¬ 
lage  to  inveigle  the  too  filly  natives  : 
they  propofe  to  fell  them  brandy, 
which  they  artfully  prefent  to  them 
to  tafte.  .It  is  almoft  fonpofhble  for 
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n  Kamtfchadale,  male  or  female,  to 
refufe  this  offer.  The  fir  ft  effay  is 
followed  by  many  others ;  prefently 
their  heads  become  affebted,  they  are 
intoxicated,  and  the  craft  of  the 
tempter  fucceed.  No  fooner  are 
they  arrived  to  a  ftate  of  inebriety, 
than  thefe  pilferers  know  how  to  ob¬ 
tain  from  them  the  barter  of  their 
rcoft  valuable  effedts,  that  is,  their 
whole  frock  of  furs,  frequently  the 
fruit  of  the  labour  of  a  whole  fea- 
fon,  which  was  to  enable  them  to 
pay  their  tribute  to  the  crown,  and 
procure  perhaps  fubfiftance  for  a 
whole  family.  But  no  conftderation 
can  flop  a  Kamtfchadale  drunkard  ; 
every  thing  is  forgotten,  every  thing 
is  facrificed  to  the  gratification  of  his 
appetite;  and  the  momentary  plea- 
fure  of  {wallowing  a  few  giaftes  of 
brandy* *,  reduces  him  to  the  utmoft 

*  This  is  well  known  to  be  the  ruling 
pafiion  of  all  the  people  of  the  North  ; 
but  l  have  had  more  than  one  occafion  to 
obferve,that  the  Kamtfchadales  are  inferior 
in  this  refpedl  to  none  of  them.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  ftory,  among  others,  was  told  me, 
that  1  might  he  able  to  judge  of  the  rapa¬ 
city  of  thefe  vagabond  traders,  and  the 
ftupid  prodigality  of  their  dupes. 

A  Kamtfchadale  had  given  a  fable  for  a 
gdafs  pf  brandy.  Inflamed  with  a  defire  of 
drinking  another,  he  invited  the  feller  into 
his  houfe.  The  merchant  thanked  him, 
but  laid  he  was  in  a  hurry.  The  Kamt¬ 
fchadale  renewed  hisfolicitations,  and  pro- 
pufed  a  fecond  bargain  :  he  prevailed. — 
u  Come,  another  glafs  for  this  fable,  it  is  a 

finer  one  than  the  firft. — No;  I  mult 

keep  the  reft  of  my  brandy  ;  I  have  pro- 
“  mifed  to  fell  it  at  fuch  a  place,  and  I 

*c  muft  be  gone. — Stay  a  moment ;  herp 
«  are  two  fables. — Tis  all  in  vain.  Well, 
“  come,  I  will  add  another.  —  Agreed, 
«  drink.’’  Meanwhile  the  three  fables 
are  feized,  and  the  hypocrite  makes  a  frefh 
pretence  to  come  away  :  his  holt  redoubles 
his  importunities  to  retain  him,  and  de¬ 
mands  a  third  glafs :  further  refufals  and 
further  offers  :  the  higher  the  chapman, 
raifes  his  price,  the  more  the  Kamtfcha¬ 
dale  is  prodigal  <.f  his  furs.  Who  would 
have  fuppofed  that  it  would  have  ended  in 
the  facrifice  of  feven  moft  bdautiful  fables 
for  this  iaft  glafs !  they  were  all  he  had. 


wretchednefs.  Nor  is  it  poftible  (or 
the  moft  painful  experience  to  out 
them  on  their  guard  again  ft  their 
own  weaknefs,  or  the  cunning  per¬ 
fidy  of  thefe  traders,  who  in  their 
turn  drink,  in  like  manner,  all  the 
profits  of  their  knavery. 

44  I  fhall  terminate  the  article  of 
commerce  by  adding,  that  the  per- 
fons  who  deal  moft  in  wholefaje,  are 
merely  agents  of  the  merchants  of 
Totma,  Vologda,  Grand  Uftiilg,  and 
different  towns  of  Siberia,  or  the 
factors  of  other  opulent  traders,  who 
extend  even  to  this  diftant  country 
their  commercial  fpeculations. 

All  the  wares  and  provifions, 
which  necefiity  obliges  them  to  pur- 
chafe  from  the  magazines,  are  fold 
exceftively  dear,  and  at  about  ten 
times  the  current  price  at  Mofcow.  A. 
vedro  *  of  French  brandy  Colls  eighty 
roubles  f .  The  merchants  are  al¬ 
lowed  to  traffic  in  this  article ;  but 
the  brandy,  diftilled  from  corn,  which 
is  brought  from  Okotlk,  and  that 
produced  by  the  country,  which  is 
diftilled  from  the  j flatkma-tra'va ,  or 
fweet  herb,  are  fold,  upon  govern¬ 
ment  account,  at  forty-one  roubles 
ninety-fix  kopecks  %  the  vedro. 
They  can  be  fold  only  in  the  kabacs9 
or  public  houfes,  opened  for  that 
purpofe.  At  Okotlk,  the  price  of 
brandy  diftilled  from  corn  is  no 
more  than  eighteen  roubles  the  ve- 
dro ;  fo  that  the  expence  of  freight 
is  charged  at  twenty-three  roubles 
ninety-fix  kopecks,  which  appears 
exorbitant,  and  enables  us  to  form 
fome  judgment  of  the  accruing 
profit. 

44  The  reft  of  the  merchandize 
confifts  of  nankins  and  other  China 
fluffs,  together  with  various  commc- 


*  A  Ruffian  meafure,  containing  from 
fifteen  to  twenty  quarts 

f  Eighteen  pounds  fterling,  eftimatlng- 
the  rouble  at  four  millings  and  fixpence. 

|  Nine  pounds  nine  killings. 

dities 
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clitic's  of  Ruffian  and  foreign  mann- 
fadture,  as  ribbands,  handkerchiefs, 
■ftockings,  caps,  fhoes,  boots,  and 
other  articles  of  European  drefs, 
which  may  be  regarded  as  luxuries, 
compared  with  the  extreme  fimpli- 
city  of  appareh of  the  Kamtfchadales. 
Among  the  provision  imported,  there 
are  fugar,  tea,  a  fmall  quantity  of 
coffee,  forne  wine,  but  very  little, 
bifoiifs,  confections,  or  dried  fruits, 
as  primes*  raiftns,  &c.  and  iaft'ly, 
candies,  both  wax  and  tallow,  pow¬ 
der,  foot,  Sec. 

u  Thefcarcity  of  all  thefe  articles 
in  fb  diffant  a  country,  and  the  need, 
whether  natural  or  artificial,  which 
there  is  for  them,  enable  the  mer¬ 
chants  to  fell  them  at  whatever  ex¬ 
orbitant  price  their  voracity  may 
affix.  In  common,  they  are  difpofed 
of  almoft  immediately  upon  their 
arrival.  The  merchants  keep  fhops, 
each  of  them  occupying  one  of  the 
huts  opposite  the  guard-houfe  ;  thefe 
fhops  are  open  every  day,  except 
fea.it  days. 

u  The  inhabitants  of  Bolcheretfk 
differ  not  from  the  Kamtfchadales  in 
their  mode  of  living ;  they  are  lets 
fatisfied,  however  with  ba lagans, 
and  their  houfesare  a  little  cleaner. 

Their  clothing  is  the  fame. 
The  outer  garment,  which  is  called 
farqiic,  is  like  a  waggoner’s  frock, 
and  is  made  of  the  ffiinsmf  deer,  or 
other  animals,  tanned  on  one  fide. 
They  wear  under  this  long  breeches 
of  fimilar  leather,  and  next  the  (kin 
a  very  fhort  and  tight  ftiirt,  either  of 
nankin  or  cotton  fluff ;  the  women’s 
are  of  fflk,  which  is  a  luxury  among 
them.  Both  fexes  wear  boots ;  in 
fommer,  of  goats  or  dogs  fkins 
tanned  ;  and  in  winter,  of  the  fkins 
of  fea  wolves,  or  the  legs  of  rein 
deer  *.  The  men  conftantly  wear 

*  Articles  of  apparel  made  of  the  fkins 
«f  rein  deer  are  procured  from  the  Koriacs. 


fur  caps;  in  the  mild  feafon  they 
put  on  longer  fliirts  of  nankin,  or 
of  fkin  without  hair  ;  they  are  made 
like  the  parque,  andanfwer  the  fame 
purpofe,  that  is,  to  be  worn  over 
their  other  garments.  Their  gala 
drefs,  is  a  parque  trimmed  with  otter 
fkifis  and  velvets,  or  other  fluffs  and 
furs  equally  dear.  The  women  are 
clothed  like  the  Ruffian  women, 
whofe  mode  of  drefs  is  too  well 
known  to  need  a  defeription  I  fliall 
therefore  onlv  obferve,  that  the  ex- 
ceffive  fcarcity  of  every  fpecies  of 
fluff  at  Kamtfchatka,  renders  the 
toilet  of  the  women  an  object  of 
very  confiderable  expence  :  they 
fometimes  adopt  the  drefs  of  the 
men. 

44  The  principal  food  of  thefe  peo¬ 
ple  confifls,  as  I  have  already  ob- 
ferved,  in  dried  fifli.  The  fifh  are 
procured  by  the  men,  while  the  wo¬ 
men  are  employed  in  domeftic  oc¬ 
cupations,  or  in  gathering  fruits  and 
other  vegetables,  which,  next  to  the 
dried  fifli,  are  the  favourite  provi- 
fions  of  the  Kamtfchadales  and  Ruf¬ 
fians  of  this  country.  When  the 
^  * 

women  go  out  to  make  thefe  harveffs 

o 

for  winter  confumption,  it  is  high 
holyday  with  them,  and  the  anni- 
verfary  is  celebrated  by  a  riotous  and 
intemperate  joy,  that  frequently  gives 
rife  to  the  molt  extravagant  and  in¬ 
decent  feenes.  They  difperfe  in 
crouds  through  the  country,  finging 
and  giving  themfelves.  up  to  all  the 
abfurdities  which  their  imagination 
fuggeffs  ;  no  confideration  of  fear 
or  modefly  reftrains  them.  I  can¬ 
not  better  defer ibe  their  licentious, 
frenzy  than  by  comparing  it  with 
the  bacchanals  of  the  Pagans.  Ill 
betide  the  man  whom  chance  con- 
di?6ts  and  delivers  into  their 
hands !  however  refolute  or  how¬ 
ever  adlive  he  may  be,  it  is  im- 
poilible  to  evade  the  fate  that 
awaits  him  ;  and  it  is  feidom  that  he 

efcapes. 
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efcapes,  without  receiving  a  fevere 
flagellation. 

44  Their  provisions  are  prepared 
nearly  in  the  following  manner ;  it 
Will  appear,  from  the  recital,  that 
they  cannot  be  accufed  of  much  de¬ 
licacy.  They  are  particularly  care¬ 
ful  to  wafte  no  part  of  the  fifh.  As 
foon  as  it  is  caught  they  tear  out  the 
gills,  which  they  immediately  fuck 
with  extreme  gratification.  By  ano¬ 
ther  refinement  of  fenfuality  or  glut¬ 
tony,  they  cut  off  alfo  at  the  fame 
time  fome  ilices  of  the  fifh,  which 
the)  devour  with  equal  avidity,  co¬ 
vered  as  they  are  with  clots  of  blood. 
The  fifh  is  then  gutted,  and  the  en¬ 
trails  referved  for  their  dogs.  The 
reft  is  prepared  and  dried  ;  when 
they  eat  it  either  boiled,  roafted,  or 
broiled,  but  moft  commonly  raw. 

44  The  food  which  the  epicures 
efteem  moft,  and  which  appeared  to 
me  to  be  Angularly  difgufting,  is  a 
fpecies  of  falmon,  called  tcbaouitcha. 
As  foon  as  it  is  caught,  they  bury  it 
in  a  hole  ;  and  in  this  kind  of  larder 
they  leave  it  till  it  has  had  time  to 
four,  or,  properly  fpeaking,  become 
perfectly  putrified.  It  is  only  in  this 
ftate  of  corruption  that  it  attains  the 
flavour  moft  pleafing  to  the  delicate 
palates  of  thefe  people.  In  my  opi- 
Rion  the  infectious  odour  that  ex¬ 
hales  from  this  fifh,  would  fuffice  to 
repulfe  the  moft  hungry  being ;  and 
yet  a  Kamtfchadale  feeds  voluptu- 
oufly  upon  this  rotten  flefli.  How 
fortunate  does  he  confider  himfeif 
when  the  head  falls  to  his  lot !  this  is 
deemed  the  moft  delicious  morfel, 
and  is  commonly  diftributed  into 
many  parts.  I  frequently  wifhed  to 
overcome  my  averfion,  and  tafte  this 
fo  highly  valued  food  ;  but  my  refo- 
lution  was  unequal  to  it ;  and  I  was 
not  only  unable  to  tafte  it,  but  even 
to  bring  it  near  my  mouth ;  every 
time  I  attempted,  the  fetid  exhala- 
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tion  which  it  emitted  gave  me  a  nau~ 
fea,  and  difgufted  me  infuperably, 

44  The  moft  common  fifh  in. 
Kamtfrhatka  are  trouts,  and  falmon 
of  different  fpecies  ;  fea  wolves  are 
alfo  eaten ;  the  fat  of  this  fifh  is  very 
wholefome,  and  ferves  them  befide 
for  lamp  oil. 

44  Among  the  vegetables  which 
are  made  ufe  of  bv  the  Kamtfcha- 
dales,  the  principal  are  faranct  root, 
wild  garlic,  fiaikdia-travi 7,  or  fweet 
herb,  and  other  plants  and  fruits 
nearly  fimilar  to  what  are  found  in 
Ruffia. 

44  The  farana  'is  known  to  bo- 
tanifts  * * * §.  Its  fliape,  its  fize,  and  its 
colour  have  been  defcribed  at  large 
in  the  third  voyage  of  captain  Cook. 
Its  farinaceous  root  ferves  inftead  of 
bread  f .  It  is  dried  before  it  is 
ufed  ;  but  it  is  wholefome  and  nou- 
rifhing  in  whatever  mode  it  may  be 
prepared. 

44  From  the  wild  garlic  f  they 
make  a  harfh  and  fermented  be¬ 
verage,  which  has  a  very  unpleafant 
tafte  ;  it  is  alfo  ufed  in  various  fauces; 
the  Kamtfchadales  are  very  fond  of 
it. 

The  flatkaia-trava,  or  fweet  herb, 
is  pleafant  enough  when  it  is  frefh. 
This  plant  §  has  alfo  been  minutely 

*  By  the  name  of  lilium  fore  atro  rubenie . 

f  The  Coflacs  ufe  rye  alfo,  which  makes 
aTort  of  black  bread,  like  that  of  the  Ruf¬ 
fian  peafants  GWernment  allows  them  a 
certain  quantity  of  rye  flour,  but  it  is  in- 
fufficient,  and  they  are  obliged  to  procure 
more  at  their  own  expence.  Some  of  them, 
lay  it  up  in  ftore  in  order  to  profit  by  its 
future  fale. 

\  It  is  called  in  Ivamtfchatka,  tfcberemfca . 
Gmelin  denominates  it  :  allium  foiiis  radi- 
calibus  petiolatis ,  Jlonbus  umbcllatis.  Vol.  X. 
P-  49* 

§  Spondilium  foliolis  pinnatijlJis.  See  Linn, 
Thejuiceof  therindof  this  plant  is  fo  acrid, 
that  it  is  impoflible  to  touch  it  without 
bliftering  the  hand.  In  gathering  it  they 
take  care  to  wear  gloves. 

D  delcribed 
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defcribed  by  the  Englifh.  It  is  high¬ 
ly  efteemed  by  the  natives,  particu¬ 
larly  the  fpirit  diftilled  from  it.  Soon 
after  it  is  gathered,  they  flit  it  in  two, 
and  fcrape  out  the  pith  with  a  mufele- 
fhell :  they  then  dry  it  for  winter, 
and  when  they  ufe  it  in  their  ra¬ 
gouts,  it  isprevioufly  boiled.  Brandy 
is  alfo  diftilled  from  this  fweet  herb, 
Which,  as  I  obferved  before,  is  fold 
on  account  of  government :  for  this 
purpofe  the  plant  is  purchafed  of  the 
Kamtfchadales 

“  There  are  three  forts  of  inha¬ 
bitants,  the  natives  or  Kamtfcha¬ 
dales,  the  Ruffians  and  Coffacs,  and 
the  defcendants  from  intermarriages. 

“  The  indigenes,  that  is,  thofe 
whofe  blood  is  unmixed,  are  few  in 
number;  the  fmall-pox  has  carried 
off  three-fourths  of  them,  and  the 
few  that  are  left  are  difperfed  through 
the  different  oftrogs  of  the  peninfula; 
in  Bolcheretfk  it  would  be  difficult  to 
find  more  than  one  or  two. 

u  The  true  Kamtfchadales  are  in 
general  below  the  common  height ; 
their  fhape  is  round  and  fquat,  their 
eyes  fmall  and  funk,  their  cheeks 
prominent,  their  nofe  flat,  their  hair 
black,  they  have  fc.arcely  any  beard, 
and  their  complexion  is  a  little  taw¬ 
ny.  The  complexion  and  features 
of  the  women  are  very  nearly  the 
fame ;  from  this  reprefentation,  it 
will  be  fuppofed  they  are  not  very 
feducing  objedls. 

“  The  character  of  the  Kamfcha- 
dales  is  mild  and  hofpitable  ;  they 
are  neither  knaVes,  nor  robbers ; 
they  have  indeed,  fo  little  penetra¬ 
tion,  that  nothing  is  more  eafy  than 
to  deceive  them,  as  we  have  feen  in 
the  advantage  that  is  taken  of  their 


*  This  brandy  intoxicates  much  quicker 
than  French  brandy  ;  whoever  drinks  it, 
is  fure  to  be  extremely  agitated  during  the 
night,  and  to  feel  the  next  day  as  melan¬ 
choly  and  rcftlefs  as  if  he  had  committed 
fome  crime. 


propenfity  to  intoxication.  They 
live  together  in  the  utmoft  harmony, 
and  the  more  fo,  it  would  feem,  on 
account  of  the  fmallnefs  of  their 
number.  This*  unanimity  difpofes 
them  to  affiff  one  another  in  theft 
labours,  which  is  no  fmall  proof  of 
their  zeal  to  oblige,  if  we  confideE 
the  natural  and  extreme  flothfulnefs 
of  their  difpofition.  An  adtive  life 
would  be  infupportable  to  them  y 
and  the  greateft:  happinefs,  in  their 
eftimation,  next  to  that  of  getting 
drunk,  is  to  have  nothing  to  do,  and 
to  live  for  ever  in  tranquil  indo¬ 
lence.  This  is  carried .  ft>  far  with 
thefe  people,  as  frequently  to  make 
them  negtedt  the  means  of  provid¬ 
ing  the  indifpenfable  neceflaries  of 
life;  and  whole  families  are  often 
reduced  to  all  the  feverities  of  fa¬ 
mine,  becaufe  they  would  not  take 
the  pains  of  providing  in  fummer  a 
referve  of  fiffi,  without  which  they 
are  unable  to  live.  If  they  negledt 
in  this  manner  the  prefervation  of 
their  exiftence,  it  is  not  to  be  fup¬ 
pofed  that  they  are  more  attentive  to 
the  article  of  cleanlinefs ;  it  difplays 
itfelf  neither  in  theft  perfons,  nor 
their  habitations;  and  they  may 
juftiy  be  reproached  for  being  ad- 
didled  to  the  contrary  extreme.  Not- 
withftanding  this  careleffnefs,  and 
other  natural  defedts)  it  muft  be  re¬ 
gretted  that  their  number  is  not  more 
conflderable;  as,  from  what  I  have 
feen,  and  what  has  been  confirmed  to 
melby  different  perfons,  if  we  would 
be  fure  of  finding  fentiments  of  ho¬ 
nour-  and  humanity  in  this  country, 
it  is  neceffary  to  feek  for  them 
among  the  true  Kamtfchadales ; 
they  have  not  yet  bartered  their  rude 
virtues  for  the  polifhed  vices  of  the 
Europeans  fent  to  civilize  them. 

u  It  was  at  Bolcheretfk  that  I  be¬ 
gan  to  perceive  the  effedls  of  their  in¬ 
fluence.  I  faw  the  trace  of  European 
manners,  lefs  in  the  mixture  of  blood. 
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in  tile  conformation  of  features,  and 
the  idiom  of  the  inhabitants,  than 
in  their  inclinations  and  mode  of 
life,  which  did  not  always  difcover 
any  very  confiderable  fund  of  virtue. 
This  ftriking  difference  between  the 
inhabitants  and  the  indigenes  fprings, 
in  my  opinion,  from  the  difficulties 
which  lie  in  the  road  to  civilization, 
and  I  will  aflign  my  reafons. 

“  Bolcheretfk,  not  long  ago,  was 
the  chief  place  of  Kamtfchatka,  par¬ 
ticularly  as  the  governors  had  thought 
proper  to  eftablifh  their  residence 
there.  The  chiefs  and  their  fuites 
introduced  European  knowledge  and 
manners :  thefe,  it  is  known,  gene¬ 
rally  become  adulterated  in  tranf- 
miffion,  according  to  the  diftance 
from  the  fource.  Meanwhile  it  is 
to  be  prefumed  that  the  Ruffian  go¬ 
vernment  was  careful,  as  far  as  it 
was  poffible,  to  confide  its  authority 
and  the  execution  of  its  orders,  only 
to  officers  of  acknowledged  merit,  if 
I  may  judge  from  thofe  who  are  at 
prefent  employed  ;  and  it  is  there¬ 
fore  to  be  fuppofed  that  thefe  officers, 
in  the  places  of  their  refidence,  were 
fo  many  examples  of  the  virtues,  the. 
acquirements,  and  all  the  eflimable 
qualities  of  civilized  nations.  But 
unfortunately  the  leiTons  which  they 
gave,  were  not  always  fo  efficacious 
as  might  have  been  expected  ;  either 
becaufe  being  only  [ketches,  they 
were  not  fufficiently  feit,  or  rather, 
not  being  imbibed  in  all  their  purity* 
they  made  but  momentary  or  per¬ 
haps  vicious  impreffions  on  the 
mind. 

.  Thefe  reformers  found  not  the 
fame  zeal  either  in  the  Coffitcs  who 
compofed  the  garrifon,  or  in  the 
merchants  and  other  Ruffian  emi¬ 
grants  who  fettled  in  the  peninfula, 
The  difpofition  to  licentioufnefs,  and 
the  defire  of  gain,  which  the  fir  ft 
conquerors  of  a  country  alinoft  al¬ 
ways  bring  with  them,  and  the  con¬ 


tinual  development  of  thefe  quali* 
ties,  by  the  facility  wffh  which  the 
natives  may  be  duped,  contributed 
to  check  the  progrefs  of  reform.  The 
fatal  infection  was  ftill  more  diffufe- 
ly  fpread  by  intermarriages,  while 
the  feed  of  the  focial  virtues,  which 
had  been  attempted  to  be  fown,- 
fcarcely  found  a  reception. 

“  The  confequence  has  been,  that 
the  natives,  or  true  Kamtfchadales, 
have  preferred  almoft  univerfaliy 
their  ignorant  fimplicity  and  uncul¬ 
tivated  manners  ;  and  that  a  part,  of 
the  reft  of  the  inhabitants,  Ruffians 
and  mixed  breed,  who  have  fettled 
themfelves  in  the  oftrogs  where  the 
the  governors  refide,  ftill  retain  in-, 
deed  a  faint  ffiade  of  European  man¬ 
ners,  but  not  of  fuch  as  are  moft 
pure.  We  have  already  had  a  proof 
of  this  in  what  has  been  laid  of  their 
commercial  principles,  and  my  con¬ 
viction  has  been  rendered  ftronger 
during  my  abode  at  Bolcheretfk,  by 
a  clofer  ftudy  of  the  inhabitants,  who** 
this  faint  fhade  excepted,  differ  little 
from  the  indigenes. 

u  M.  Kafloff,  and  thofe  who  ac¬ 
companied  him,  in  imitation  of  his 
example,  frequently  give  entertain¬ 
ments  or  balls  to  the  ladies  of  this 
oftrog,  who  accept  fuch  invitations, 
with  equal  alacrity  and  joy.  I  had- 
an  opportunity  of  feeing  that  what 
I  had  been  told  wat  true  ;  that  thefe 
women,  the  Kamtfchadales  as  well 
as  the  Ruffians,  have  aftrong  propen- 
fity  to  pleafure  ;  their  eagernefs  in¬ 
deed  is  fo  great,  that  they  are  unable 
to  conceal  it.  The  precofity  of  the 
girls  is  aftonifhing,  and  feems  not  at 
all  to  be  affedted  by  the  coldnefs  of 
the  climate. 

“  With  refpedt  to  the  women  of 
Bolcheretfk,  who  were  prefent  at 
thefe  affemblies,  and  who  were  chief¬ 
ly  either  of  mixed  blood  or  of  Ruf¬ 
fian  parents,  their  figures  in  general 
did  not  appear  difkgreeable,  and  I 
JJ  2  perceived 
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perceived  fame  who  might  be  con- 
lidered  as  handfome  :  but  the  frelh- 
nefs  of  youth  is  not  of  long  duration  ; 
from  child-bearing,  or  the  painful 
labours  to  which  they  are  fubjedted, 
it  fades  away  a l moll  in  the  dower  of 
their  age.  Their  difpofition  is  ex¬ 
tremely  cheerful ;  a  little,  perhaps, 
at  the  expence  of  decency.  They 
endeavour  to  amufe  the  company  by 
every  thing  which  their  gaiety  and 
playfulnefs  can  furnilli.  They- are 
fond  of  fmging,  and  their  voice  is 
pleafant  and  agreeable  ;  it  is  only  to 
be  wifhed  that  their  mufic  had  lefs 
refemblance  to  their  foil,  and  ap¬ 
proached  nearer  to  our  own.  They 
fpeak  both  the  Ruffian  and  Karritf- 
chadale  languages,  but  they  all  pre- 
ferve  the  accent  of  the  latter  idiom. 
I  little  expended  to  fee  in  this  part  of 
the  world  Polilh  dances,  and  ftill 
lefs  country  dances  in  the  Englifh 
tafte  ;  but  what  was  my  furprife  to 
End  that  they  had  even  an  idea  of  a 
minuet!  Whether  my  abode  for 
twenty-fix  months  upon  the  fea,  had 
rendered  me  lefs  faftidious,  or  that 
the  recollections  they  revived  fafci- 
nated  my  eyes,  thefe  dances  appear¬ 
ed  to  be  executed  with  tolerable  pre- 
cifion,  and  more  grace  than  I  could 
have  imagined.  The  dancers  of 
whom  we  fpeak,  have  fo  much  vanity 
as  to  hold  in  contempt  the  fongs  and 
dances  of  the  natives.  The  toilet  of 
the  women  on  thefe  occalions  is  an 
objeft  of  no  trivial  attention.  They 
deck  themfelves  out  in  all  their  al¬ 
lurements,  and  whatever  is  molt 
goltly.  Thefe  ceremonious  and  ball 
drelfes  are  principally  of  filks  ,*  and 
in  the  article  of  commerce  we  have 
already  feen  that  they  mult  be  ex- 
penlive.  I  fhall  finifh  this  account 
with  a  remark  that  I  had  occafion  to 
make,  both  in  thefe  alfemblies  and 
in  thofe  of  the  Kamtfchadales ;  it  is, 
that  the  majority  of  hufbands,  Ruf¬ 
fians  as  well  .as  natives,  are  not  fuf- 


ceptible  of  jealoufy  ;  they  volun¬ 
tarily  flint  their  eyes  upon  the  con¬ 
duct  of  their  wives,  and  are  as  docile 
as  polfible  upon  this  chapter. 

The  entertainments  and  alfemblies 
of  the  native  Kamtfchadales,  at  which 
X  was  alfo  prefent,  offered  a  fpectacle 
equally  entitled  to  notice  for  its  An¬ 
gularity.  I  know  not  which  Itruck 
me  molt,  the  fong  or  the  dance. 
The  dance  appeared  to  me  to  be 
that  of  favages.  It  confuted  in  mak¬ 
ing  regular  movements,  or  rather 
unpleafant  and  difficult  diffortions, 
and  in  uttering  at  the  fame  time  a 
forced  and  guttural  found,  like  a  con¬ 
tinued  hiccough,  to  mark  the  time 
of  the  air  fimg  by  the  affembly,  the 
words  of  which  are  frequently  void 
of  fenfe,  even  in  Kamtfchadale. 

“  In  their  dances  they  are  fond  of 
imitating  the  different  animals  they 
purfue,  fuch  as  the  partridge  and 
others,  but  principally  the  bear. 
They  reprefent  its  fluggifh  and  ftu- 
pid  gait,  its  different  feelings  ann¬ 
ihilations  ;  as  the  young  ones  about 
their  dam  ;  the  amorous  fports  of 
the  male  with  the  female  ;  and  laffly, 
its  agitation  when  purfued.  They 
mull  have  a  perfedl  knowledge  of 
this  animal,  and  mull  have  made  it 
their  particular  Rudy,  for  they  re¬ 
prefent  all  its  motions  as  exactly,  I 
believe,  as  it  is  polfible.  I  alked  the 
Ruffians,  who  were  greater  con- 
noiffeurs  that  myfelf,  having  been 
oftener  prefent  at  the  taking  of  thefe 
anihials,  whether  their  pantomime 
ballets  were  well  executed  ;  and  they 
alfured  me  that  the  dancers  were  the 
beft  in  the  country,  and  that  the 
cries,  gait,  and  various  attitudes  of 
the  bear,  were  as  accurate  as  life. 
Meanwhile,  without  offence  to  the 
amateurs,  thefe  dances  are,  in  my 
opinion,  not  lefs  fatiguing  to  the 
fpedlators  than  to  the  performers.  It 
is  a  real  pain  to  fee  them  diftort  their 
hips,  dillocate  every  limb,  and  wear 
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out  their  lungs,  to  exprefs  the  dxcefs 
of  pleafure  which  they  take  in  thefe 
flrange  balls,  which,  I  repeat  it,  re¬ 
ferable  the  abfurd  diverfions  of  ra¬ 
vages:  the  Kamtfchadales  may  in- 
deed,  in  many  refpedts,  be  confider- 
ed  as  of  that  rank. 

“  Having  given  an  account  of  the 
addrefs  with  which  thefe  people 
counterfeit  the  poftures  and  motions 
of  the  bear,  who  may  be  called  their 
dancing  mailer,  it  may  not  be  un- 
pleafmg  to  relate  in  what  manner 
they  hunt  this  animal.  There  are 
various  modes  of  attacking  it ;  fome- 
times  they  lay  fnares  for  it :  under  a 
heavy  trap,  Supported  in  the  air  by 
a  fcaffolding  fufficiently  h^gh,  they 
place  fome  kind  of  bait  to  attradl  the 
bear,  and  which  he  no  fooner  fmells 
and  perceives,  than  he  eagerly  ad¬ 
vances  to  devour  ;  at  the  fame  time 
he  fhakes  the  feeble  fupport  of  the 
trap,  which  fails  upon  his  neck,  and 
punilhes  his  voracioufnefs  by  crufh- 
ing  his  head,  and  frequently  his  whole 
body.  In  palfing  the  woods  I  have 
feen  them  caught  in  this  way ;  the 
trap  is  kept  baited  till  it  lucceeds, 
which  fometimes  does  not  happen 
for  almofl  a  year.  This  method  of 
taking  them  requires  no  great  bold- 
nefs,  or  fatigue ;  but  there  is  ano¬ 
ther  mode,  very  much  adopted  in 
this  country,  to  which  equal  flrength 
and  courage  are  neceftary.  A  Kamt- 
fchadale  goes  out,  either  alone  or  in 
company,  to  find  a  bear.  He  has  no 
other  arms  than  his  gun,  a  kind  of 
carabine  whofe  but-end  is  very  fmall; 
a  lance  or  fpear  ;  and  his  knife.  His 
flock  of  provifion  is  made  up  in  a 
bundle  containing  about  twenty  fifh. 
Thus  lightly  equipped,  he  penetrates 
into  the  thickefl  part  of  the  woods, 
and  every  place  that  is  likely  to  be 
the  haunt  of  this  animal.  It  is  com¬ 
monly  in  the  briars,  or  among  the 
rufhes  on  the  borders  of  lakes  and 
rivers,  that  the  Kamtfchadaie  pofls 


himfelf,  and  waits  the  approach  of 
his  adverfary  with  patience  and  in¬ 
trepidity  ;  if  it  be  necefTary,  he  will 
remain  thus  in  ambufcade  for  a  whole 
week  together,  till  the  bear  makes 
his  appearance.  The  moment  it 
comes  within  his  reach,  he  fixes  in 
the  ground  a  forked  flick  *  belong¬ 
ing  to  his  gun,  by  means  of  which  he 
takes  a  truer  aim,  and  fhoots  with 
more  certainty.  It  is  feldom  that, 
with  the  fmallefl  bail,  he  does  not 
frrike  the  bear  either  in  the  head,  or 
near  the  {boulder,  which  is  the  ten- 
derefl  part.  But  he  is  obliged  to 
charge  again  inflan tly,  becaufe  the 
bear,  if  the  firfl  fliot  has  not  di fabled 
him,  runs  f  at  the  hunter,  who  has 
not  always  time  for  a  fecond  fhot. 
He  has  then  recourfe  to  his  lance, 
with  which  he  quickly  arms  himfelf 
to  contend  with  the  beafl,  who  at¬ 
tacks  him  in  his  turn.  His  life  is 
in  danger  f  if  he  does  not  give  the 
bear  a  mortal  thrufl ;  and  in  fuch 
combats,  it  may  be  fuppofea  the  man 
is  not  always  the  conqueror  ;  but 
this  does  not  prevent  the  inhabitants 
of  this,  country  from  daily  expofing 
their  lives ;  the  frequent  examples 
of  the  death  of  their  countrymen  has 


*  The  Kamtfchadales  are  unable  to 
fhoot  without  this  means  of  refting  their 
gun,  which,  from  the  time  required  to 
prepare  it,  is  evidently  inconfiftent  with 
the  celerity  of  this  inftrument,  its  chief 
advantage  to  a  fportfmarj. 

f  It  is  common  enough  alfo  for  it  to 
take  to  flight,  notwithftanding  its  wound, 
and  conceal  itfelf  in  thickets  or  rufhes, 
where  it  is  traced  by  means  of  its  blood, 
and  found  either  dead  or  expiring. 

|  I  was  affured  that  when  a  bear  tri¬ 
umphs  over  his  aggreffor,  he  tears  his  fkiq 
from  the  fkull,  draws  it  over  his  face,  and 
then  leaves  him  ■,  a  mode  of  revenge  which 
implies,  according  to  the  Kamtfchadales, 
that  th'S  animal  cannot  bear  the  human 
alped  ;  and  this  ftrange  prejudice  fupports 
them  in  the  opinion  of  their  fuperiority, 
and  feemsto  infpire  them  with  additional 
courage. 
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no  effeft  upon  them  :  indeed  they 
never  go  out,  without  confidering 
before  hand  that  it  is  either  to  con. 
quer  or  to  die ;  and  this  fevere  al¬ 
ternative  neither  itops  nor  terrifies 
them  " 

:  “They  hunt  other  animals  nearly 
in  the  fame  manner,  fuch  as  rein 
deer,  argali,  or  wild  iheep,  called  in 
Rufiia  diki-i-ba'  ani,  foxes,  otters,  bea- 
yers,  fables,  hares  f ,  &c.  but  they 
have  not  the  fame  dangers  to  en¬ 
counter;  fometimes  they  make  ufe 
of  fnares,  conftrudfed  of  wood  or 
iron,  lefs  than  thofe  'which  are  fet 
for  bears,  and  refembling  in  their 
fimplicity  our  pitfalls;  no  other  at¬ 
tention  is  neceffary  than  that  of  vi- 
fiting  them  from  time  to  time.  The 
Kamtfchadales  fometimes  lie  in  am- 
bufh,  armed  in  the  manner  I  have 
defcribed ;  and  the  only  hardfhip 
they  experience  refults  from  their 
provifion'  being  exhaufted  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  long  duration  of  their 
chace.  They  frequently  fpbmit  to 
fuffer  hunger  for  many  days  together, 
rather  than  quit  their  Rations  till 
they  haye  obtained  the  end  of  their 
purfuit ;  but  they  amply  repay  them- 
felves  for  this  falling,  by  immediate¬ 
ly  devouringthe  flefti  of  the  animals  f, 

*  1  hey  hunt  the  bear  in  this  manner  in 
every  feafon  of  the  year,  except  when  the 
country  is  covered  withfnow;  their  me¬ 
thod  is  then  different.  It  is  known  that 
m  winter  the  bear  retreats  to  the  den  which 
he  has  fa!  ricated  during  the  fummer  of  the 
branches  of  trees  ;  he  continues  there  while 
the  froff  lafts,  either  afleep,  or  licking  his 
paws.  The  Kamtfchadales  purfue  him  in 
their  hedges,  and  attack  him  with  their 
dogs,  who  oblige  him  to  defend  himfelf  : 
j  f  om  his  lurking  place  to  certain 

death;  if  he  relufe  to  come  opt,  his  fate  is 
equally  certain,  and  he  is  crufhed  to  death 
under  the  ruins  of  his  den, 

f  Thefe  animals  are  all  defcribed  in 
Cook  s  Voyage. 

1  The  fleih  of  bears,  argali,  and  rein¬ 
deer,  is  confidered  by  them  as  very  whole- 
iyme,  the  {ah  particularly;  I  frequently 
teaitpd  upon  ft.  ’  •  \ 


and  by  the  pleafure  with  which  they 
count  over  thefkins  they  obtain  from 
them. 

“  They  chufe  for  their  chace  the 
feafons  when  the  fur  of  the  animal  is 
in  its  greateft  perre&ion.  Sables  are 
hunted  in  the  beginning  of  winter. 
Thefe  animals  live  commonly'  in 
trees,  and  are  called  after  their  name ; 
a  part  of  the  fur  neareft  the  fkin  be. 
ing  of  the  fame  colour  as  thofe  which 
they  moft  frequent,  as  the  birch,  the 
fir,  &c. 

The  moft  favourable  feafons  for 
hunting  foxes  are  autumn,  winter, 
and  fpring.  There  are  four  different 
fpecies.  1.  The  whitifh  red  fox, 
which  is  leaft  efteemed.  2.  The 
red  or  bright  red  fox.  3.  The  fox 
called  femadoufchha ,  the  colour  of 
which  is  a  mixture  of  red,  black,  and 
grey.  4.  The  black  fox,  which  is 
the  fcarceft  and  moft  valuable  :  it  is 
really  of  a  deep  and  entire  black,  ex¬ 
cept  that  at  the  extremity  of  the  fur 
upon  the  back,  which  is  the  longeft, 
a  grey  tint  is  fometimes  perceptible. 
Some  of  this  fpecies  are  fingularly 
valuable.  There  are  two  other  fpe. 
cies  of  the  fox  that  may  be  added  to 
thefe,  though  they  are  not  regarded 
as  fuch  in  this  country,  the  blue  fox 
and  the  white  fox.  They  are  called 
in  Rufiia  galouboy  peffetSy  and  beloy 
prflets  ;  their  fur  is  thicker  than  that 
of  the  reft  of  the  fpecies.  The  foxes 
of  the  continent  are  in  general  more 
beautiful  than  thofe  caught  in  the 
different  iflands  of  the  eaft  ||,  and 
produce  an  infinitely  higher  price. 

“  Rein-deer  are  hunted  in  winter, 
and  argali  in  autumn.  Otters  are 
extremely  fcarce  in  this  country; 
but  there  is  a  great  abundance  of 
ermines,  though,  I  know  not  for 
what  reafon,  no  pains  are  taken  to 
catch  them  ;  one  would  fuppofe  they 
were  of  no  value. 


U  ^  he  Aleutienne  iflands,  Schoumagimp 
iflands,  Fox  iflands,.  &c. 
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The  Kamtfchadales  have  different 
Ceafons  alfo  for  Hilling.  Their  fal- 
mon  and  trout  feafon  is  in  June,  their 
herring  feafon  in  May,  and  that  of 
the  fea  wolf  in  fpring  and  fummer, 
hut  principally  in  autumn. 

u  They  feidom  ufe  feines,  but  al- 
moft  always  common  nets  or  a 
kind  of  harpoon,  which  they  manage 
with  great  dexterity..  Seines  ferve 
only  for  fea  wolves ;  they  are  made 
of  leather  ftraps,  and  the  mefhes  are 
very  large.  They  have  another  mode 
of  fifliing,  by  doling  up  the  river  with 
Rakes  and  branches  of  trees,  fo  as  to 
leave  only  a  narrow  paffage  for  the 
fifh,  or  fometimes  feveral,  where 
they  place  bafkets,  fo  conftruried  that, 
if  the  fifh  once  enter,  it  is  impoffible 
for  them  to  retreat. 

“  Horfes  are  very  fcarce  in  Kamt- 
fehatka.  I  faw  feme  at  Bolcheretfk 
belonging  to  government,  and  in¬ 
truded  to  the  care  of  the  Coffacs. 
They  merely  ferve  during  fummer 
for  the  carriage  of  merchandize  and 
other  effects  of  the  crown,  and  for 
the  convenience  of  travellers. 

u  Dogs  however  abound  in  this 
country,  and  are  fo  ferviceable  to  the 
Kamtfchadales,  as  to  render  the  pri¬ 
vation  of  the  other  domeftic  animals 
lefs  fek  by  them.  They  ferve  all  the 
purpofes  of  carriage,  and  are  fed  with¬ 
out  difficulty  or  expence,  their  food 
•CQnfifting  entirely  of  the  offals,  or 
fuch  decayed  fifh  as  are  rejected  by 


*  Their  nets  are  made  of  pack  thread, 
like  ours  ;  they  purchafe  it  of  me  Ruffians  ? 
there  is  another  kind  however,  of  which 
they  take  care  to  lay-up  a  conftdetable  flore. 
They  gather  them  in  autumn,  tie  them  in 
bundles,  and  place  them  under  their  bala- 
gars to  dry.  When  their  fifhing  and  har- 
yefts  are  completed,  they  prepare  their 
nettles.  They  flit  them,  and  then  drip  off 
the  rind  expertly  with  their  teeth  ;  the  reft 
they  beat  and  lhake  till  the  filaments  are 
feparated,  and  it  is  fit  for  ip  inning. 


their  makers ;  and  even  thefe  are 
not  allowed,  unlefs  when  it  is  necefe 
fary.  In  fummer,  which  is  their 
feafon  of  reft,  little  care  is  taken  of 
them  ;  the  dogs  well  know  how  t© 
provide  for  themfelves,  by  ranging 
over  the  country  and  along  the  Tides 
of  lakes  and  rivers ;  and  the  pundu- 
ality  with  which  they  return,  is  one 
of  the  moft  ftr iking  proofs;  of  the 
fidelity  of  thefe  animals.  When 
winter  arrives,  they  dearly  pay  for 
the  liberty  and  temporary  repole 
they  have  enjoyed.  Their  labour 
and  flavery  begin  anew,  and  thefe 
dogs  mu  ft  have  extreme  vigour  to  be 
able  to  fupport  them.  Meanwhile 
they  are  not  remarkably  large,  and 
refemble  pretty  exadly  our  mountain 
dogs,  or  fuch  as  are  commonly  ufed 
by  fliepherds.  There  is  not  an  in¬ 
dividual  inhabitant,  Ruffian  nr  na¬ 
tive,  that  has  lefs  than  five.  They 
make  ufe  of  them  when  they  travel, 
when  they  go  to  the  forefts  to  cut 
wood,  and  for  the  conveyance  of  theif 
efi'eds  and  provisions,  as  well  as  their 
perfons.  In  fhort,  thefe  dogs  con- 
dud  travellers  from  place  to  place, 
and  horfes  could  not  in  reality  be 
more  ferviceable.  They  are  har- 
nefted  to  a  Hedge  two  and  two  toge¬ 
ther  *,  with  a  lingle  one  before  as  a 
leader.  This  honour  is  bellowed  on 


*  They  are  caftra-ted  like  shorfes,  but  the 
mode  of  performing  the  operation  is  diffe¬ 
red.  The  Kamtfchadales  do  not  extir¬ 
pate  the  tefticles,  but  bruife  them,  and  the 
inftrument  they  make  ufe  of  is  their  teeth. 
Some  of  them  do  not  furvive,  and  others 
are  crippled  and  unfit  for  fervice.  In  the 
mean  time  it  is  imagined  that  equal  ad¬ 
vantage  could  not  be  derived  from  thefe 
animals,  if  they  were  permitted  to  remaim 
in  their  natural  ftate  ;  it  would  not- be 
practicable  to  harnefs  them  with  females. 
All  the  males,  however,  are  not  mutilated; 
a  fufficient  number  is  referved  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  fpecies,  and  thefe  .are  fre¬ 
quently  ufed  for  hunting. 
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the  moll:  intelligent,  or  the  beft  train¬ 
ed  dog,  and  he  underftands  wonder¬ 
fully  the  terms  uled  by  the  condu&or 
to  direft  his  courfe.  The  cry  of 
tagta^y  tagtagy  turns  him  to  the  right, 
and  koughcty  koughciy  to  the  left ;  the 
intelligent  animal  underftands  it 
immediately,  and  gives  to  the  reft 
the  example  of  obedience  :  ah,  al\ 
Hops  them,  and  ha  makes  them  fet 
off.  The  number  of  dogs  that  it  is 
neceffary  to  harnefs,  depends  upon 
the  load  ;  when  it  is  little  more  than 
the  weight  of  the  perfon  who  mounts 
the  Hedge,  it  is  confidered  as  a  com¬ 
mon  (ledge,  or  faunka *  *,  and  the 
team  confifts  of  four  or  five  dogs. 
The,  hgrnefs  f  is  made  of  leather. 
It  pafles  under  the  neck,  that  is,  up¬ 
on  the  breaft  of  thefe  (feeds,  and  is 
joined  to  the  fledge  by  a  ftrap  three 
feet  long,  in  the  manner  of  a  trape  : 
the  dogs  are  alfo  faftened  together 
by  couples  palled  through  their  col¬ 
lars  ;  thefe  collars  are  frequently  co¬ 
vered  with  bear’s  1km,  by  way  of 
ornament, 

“  The  form  of  the  fledge  is -like  that 
of  an  oblong  bafket,  the  two  ex¬ 
tremities  of  which  are  elevated  in  a 
curve.  Its  length  is  about  three  feet, 
and  its  breadth  fcarcely  exceeds  a 
foot.  This  kind  of  balket,  which 
compofes  the  body  of  the  fledge*  is 
of  very  thin  wood  ;  the  Tides  are  of 
open  work,  and  ornamented  with 
ftraps  of  different  colours.  The  feat 
of  the  charioteer  is  covered  with 
bear's  (kin,  and  elevated  three  feet 
from  the  ground,  upon  four  legs, 
which  diverge  towards  the  lower  ex¬ 
tremity,  and  are  faftened  to  two  pa-, 
rallel  planks,  three  or  four  inches 
broad.  Thefe  planks  are  not  thick, 


r"  •  -  ■  ■■  ■";••••  •  ■  s  f  M.- 

*  The  fledges  for  baggage  are  called 
narta,  and  are  drawn  by  ten  dogs, 

I  Called  alaki . 


but  fo  long  as  to  extend  beyond  the 
body  of  the  fledge,  to  which  they 
ferve  as  fupports  and  as  fkates.  For 
this  purpofe  they  are  furniflied  under¬ 
neath,  in  time  of  thaw,  with  three  or 
four  long  pieces  of  whale-bone,  all  of 
them  of  the  fame  breadth,  and  faften¬ 
ed  to  the  fkates  with  leathern  thongs. 
In  front  thefe  planks  bend  upward, 
and  fo,  meet  the  poles  of  the  fledge, 
which  gradually  lower  for  that  pur¬ 
pofe,  and  are  adapted  to  receive  a 
part  of  the  baggage.  The  front  of 
the  fledge  is  farther  adorned  with 
floating  reins  or  ftireds  of  leather, 
which  are  of  no  ufe.  The  charioteer 
has  nothing  in  his  hand  but  a  curved 
flick,  which  ferves  him  both  for  rud¬ 
der  and  whip.  Iron  rings  are  fu- 
fpended  at  ope  end  of  the  ftick,  as 
much  for  ornament,  as  to  encourage 
the  dogs  by  the  noife  which  thefe 
kind  of  bells  make,  and  which  are 
frequently  jingled  for  that  purpofe  ; 
the  other  end  is  fometimes  pointed 
with  iron,  to  make  an  eafier  impref- 
fion  on  the  ice,  and  ferves  at  the  fame 
time  to  guide  the  ardour  of  thefe 
animals.  Dogs,  that  are  well  trained, 
have  no  need  to  hear  the  voice  of  the 
conductor  ;  if  he  ftrike  the  ice  with 
his  ftick,  they  will  go  to  the  left ;  if 
he  ftrike  the  legs  of  the  fledge,  they 
will  go  to  the  right ;  and  when  he 
wiflies  them  to  flop,  he  has  only  to 
place  the  ftick  between  the  fnow 
and  the  front  of  the  fledge.  When 
they  flacken  their  pace,  and  become 
carelefs  and  inattentive  to  the  figrials, 
or  to  his  voice,  he  throws  his  ftick  at 
them  f  ;  but  then  the  utmoft  addrefs 
is  neceflary  to  regain  it,  as  he  pro¬ 
ceeds  rapidly  along  ;  and  this  is  one 
of  the  ftrongef!  tefts  of  the  (kill  of  the 
conductor.  The  Kamtfchadales  are 
Angularly  expert  in  this  exercife.” 


1  This  fifth  is  called  ofchtol. 
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a  People  of  SIBERIA. 

[From  the  Second  Volume  of  the  fame  Work.] 


“  IT7 HEN  fu miner  commences, 
VV  they  leave  their  winter 
habitations,  and  with  their  families, 
and  a  fmall  number  of  horfes,  go  to 
make  their  harvefts  of  fodder  for  con- 
fumption  during  the  ffoft  feafon. 
They  repair  to  a  confiderable  difiance 
from  their  yourt,  and  to  the  moll 
fertile  cantons.  In  their  abfence, 
the  horfes  are  left  to  the  care  of  the 
fervants,  and  the  neighbouring  paf- 
tures  ferve  for  the  maintenance  of  ail 
their  herds. 

“  I  very  much  regret  the  not  hav¬ 
ing  been  prefent  at  their  fellival  in 
the  month  of  May,  in  celebration  of 
the  return  of  fpring.  They  aflemble 
in  the  open  country,  where  they  roaft 
oxen  and  horfes  ;  and  being  fupplied 
with  an  abundance  of  fermented  kou- 
mouifs,  they  eat  and  drink  to  fatiety, 
dancing  and  linging  at  intervals,  and 
coucluding  at  laft  with  necromancies. 
Their  chamans  prelide  in  thefe  felli- 
vals,  and  deal  out  their  extravagant 
predictions. 

u  Thefe  forcerers  are  more  at  li¬ 
berty  and  more  revered  than  in  Kamt- 
fchatka.  Regarded  as  interpreters 
of  the  gods,  they  grant  their  media¬ 
tion  to  the  ftupid  Yakout,  who  im¬ 
plores  it  with  trembling,  but  always 
pays  for  it.  I  have  feen  thefe  dupes 
give  their  finefl  horfe  to  conduit  a 
chaman  to  his  village.  Nothing  can 
be  more  frightful  than  the  magic  ex¬ 
hibitions  of  thefe  impollors.  As  I 
knew  nothing  of  them  but  from  re¬ 
port,  I  was  delirous  of  being  prefent. 
I  was  allonilhed  at  the  veracity  of  the 
account  that  had  been  given  me  ;  I 


lliall  content  mvfelf  with  defcribmg 
the  chaman  that  exhibited  before 
me. 

“  DrelTed  in  a  habit  that  was  orna¬ 
mented  vrith  bells  and  plates  of  iron, 
which  made  a  deafening  noife,  he 
beat  befides  on  a  boubcn,  or  tabor, 
with  a  degree  of  force  that  was  terri¬ 
fying.  He  then  ran  about  likq  jl 
maniac,  with  his  mouth  open,  an4 
his  head  turned  in  every  diredtiorj. 
His  black  defhevelled  hair  concealed 
his  face,  and  beneath  it  proceeded  at 
one  moment  real  groans,  the  next 
tears  and  fobs,  and  then  loud  peals 
of  laughter,  the  ufuai  preludes  of 
thefe  revelations. 

“  In  the  idolatry  of  the  Yakonts* 
we  find  all  the  abfurdities  and  fuper- 
flitiouS  practices  ofthe  ancient  Kamt- 
fchadales,  Koriacs,  Tchouktchis,  and 
other  inhabitants  of  thefe  countries. 
They  haveiiowever  fome  more  folici 
principles ;  and  amidft  the  ridiculous 
fictions  under  which  they  are  buried, 
we  meet  with  ideas  ingenious  enough 
refpeding  the  fupreme  being,  mi¬ 
racles,  and  future  rewards  and  pu~ 
niftiments, 

“  But  I  was  chiefly  flruck  with  the 
vivacity  and  Angularity  of  their  turn 
of  mind.  They  delight  in  the  fa¬ 
bles  drawn  from  their  abfurd  my¬ 
thology,  and  they  relate  them  with 
all  the  confidence  of  credulity  itfeif. 
By  comparing  them  with  our  own, 
one  is  tempted  no  longer  to  hold  in 
fuch  elteem  our  ancient  and  modern 
fabulills,  when  we  fee  this  lpecies  of 
compofition  cultivated  by  fuch  rivals. 
The  two  following  fables  were  tranf- 

Hted 
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lated  for  me  by  Golikoff,  word  for 
word. 

-  u  There  arcfe  one  day  in  a  large 
«  lake,  a  violent  conteft  between  the 
“  different  fpeciesof  filh.  The  que- 
«  (lion  was  the  efrablilhment  of  a 
44  tribunal  ofifiupreme  judges,  whofe 
44  bufimefs  it  fhould  be  to  govern  the 
44  whole  finny  tribe.  The  herring, 
«4  and  moft  diminutive  fifiii,  conceiv- 
44  ed  that  they  had  as  much  right  to 
44  the  prerogative  as  the  falmon. 
44  From  one  thing  to  another  the  dif- 
44  pute  became  fo  warm  that  the  fmall 
44  fifli  united  in  a  body  againft  the 
44  large,  who  took  advantage  of  their 
44  weaknefs  to  infult  and  perfecute 
44  them.  Hence  intefline  and  bloody 
44  wars  that  end  in  the  deftruflion  of 
44  one  of  the  two  parties.  The  van- 
44  quitted,  who  efcaped  from  being 
44  killed,  fled  to  the  fmall  canals,  and 
44  left  the  large  fifh,  who  had  the 
44  victory,  mailers  of  tire  lake.  Such 
44  is  thelaw  of  the  ftrongeft.”  - 

44  The  other  fable  bears  a  greater 
refemb'lanceto  our  old  women ’stales, 
with  which  children  are  terrified,  and 
the  tedioufnefs  of  a  ruftic  evening 
beguiled.  I  fhould  be  apt  to  fufpeft 
that  it  was  the  production  of  a  chaman. 

44  A  Yakout  had  failed  iri  refpefr, 
44  or  done  fome  injury  to  this  cha- 
44  man.  The  devil,  to  avenge  the 
44  latter,  transformed  himfelf  into  a 
44  cow  5  and,  having  mixed  in  the 
44  herd,  contrived,  while  it  was  feed- 
44  ing  by  the  fide  of  a  wood,  to  Heal 
44  the  fineffc  heifers.  In  the  evening 
44  when  the  herdfman  returned,  his 
44  enraged  mailer  afcrifoed  all  the  lofs 
44  to  his  negligence,  and  drove  him 
44.from  his  houfe.  Immediately  the 
44  devil  appeared  in  the  drefs  of  a 
44  herdfman,  an  agreement  was  made, 
44  and  the  next  day  he  drove  the  cows 
44  to  field.  One,  two  days  'palled,  and 
44  the  Yakout  faw  nothing  of  his  herd. 
44  In  his  difixefs  he  went  with  his  wife, 
44  fearched  every  where  for  his  cows, 
u  and  at  lafl  found  them — but  in  what 


44  diforder  !  Upon  his  approach  they 
44  began  to  ikip  and  dance  to  the 
44  found  of  the  flute  of  the  perfidious 
44  herdfman.  The  mailer  flormed 
44  and  raved.  44  Hold  there,”  faid 
44  the  devil  to  him.  44  It  well  be- 
44  comes  thee  indeed,  who  hall  abufed 
44  the  confidence  of  the  moll  refpedt- 
44  able  of  chamans,  to  accufe  me  of 
44  Healing  thy  herd.  May  this  ferine 
44  thee  as  a  lelfon,  and  teach  thee 
44  to  give  every  man  that  which  be- 
44  longs  to  him.”  Upon  this  the  herd 
44  and  the  herdfman  difappeared,  and 
44  the  poor  Yakout  lofl  all  his  pro- 
44  perty.” 

44  The  place  where  this  feene  pall¬ 
ed,  has  fince  that  time  been  confider- 
ed  as  the  abode  of  infernal  fpirits. 
The  incredulous  fcruple  not  to  alfert 
that  the  devil  who  Hole  the  cows,  was 
no  other  than  the  chaman  himfelf ; 
but  fuch  is  the  frmplicity  of  the  ho- 
nell  Yakouts,  that  they  feel  a  repug¬ 
nance  at  this  fufpicion,  and  treat  it 
as  horrible  blafphemy. 

44  Remains  of  old  tombs  of  the  Ya¬ 
kouts  were  frequently  pointed  out  to 
me  in  the  woods.  They  were  coffins 
clumlily  made,  and  fufpended  on  the 
branches  of  trees.  I  know  not  from 
what  motive  they  have  renounced 
this  cullom  of  exposing  their  dead  in 
the  open  air,  and  at  a  dillance  from 
their  habitations ;  but  at  prefent  their 
mode  of  interment  is  fimilar  to  that 
of  Ohrillians. 

44  The  funerals  are  attended  with 
a  kind  of  pomp,  more  or  lefs  magnifi¬ 
cent,  in  proportion  to  the  rank  and 
wealth  of  the  defunft.  If  a  prince, 
he  is  arrayed  in  his  fined  habits,  and 
moll  fplendid  arms.  The  body,  placed 
in  a  coffin,  is  carried  by  the  family 
to  the  tomb ;  deep  groans  anounce 
the  folemn  proceffion.  His  favourite 
horfe,  and  another  the  bell  of  his  Hud, 
both  richly  caparifoned,  and  led  by 
a  valet,  or  near  relation,  walk  by  the 
fide  of  the  corpfe.  When  arrived  iX 
the  burying  place,  they  are  tied  to 
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two  flakes  fixed  near  the  grave,  and 
while  the  matter  is  interred,  their 
throats  are  cut  over  the  corpfe.  This 
bloody  libation  is  the  homage  paid 
to  his  attachment  to  thefe  animals, 
who  are  fuppofed  to  follow  him  into 
the  other  world,  where  it  is  imagin¬ 
ed  he  will  again  be.  able  to  enjoy 
them.  They  are  then  flayed ;  the 
head  and  hide,  in  one  entire  piecp, 
are  fixed  horizontally  upon  the 
branches  of  trees  at  a  fmall  diftance 
from  the  grave;  and  fuch  is  the 
memorial  that  is  ere&ed.  A  fire  is 
then  kindled,  and  the  laft  proof  of 
friendfliip  for  the  deceafed  confifts 
in  roafting  and  eating  upon  the  fpot 
thefe  favoured  animals.  The  feaft 
being  concluded,  the  company  dif- 
perfes.  The  fame  ceremonial  is  ob¬ 
served  for  a  woman,  except  that  in- 
flead  of  a  horfe,  they  facrifice  her  fa- 
vourite  cow. 

“  The  Yakouts  are  robuft,  and  in 
general  large.  They  referable  the 
Tartars  in  the  caff  of  their  features, 
and  there  is  faid  alio  to  be  a  great 
fimilarity  in  the  idioms  of  thefe  two 
people;  I  can  only  affirm  that  the 
Yakouts  are  very  abrupt  in  their 


manner  of  fpeaking,  and  do  not  com 
ne£t  their  words. 

u  Their  drefs  is  fimplej  and  nearly 
the  fame  all  the  year  round ;  the 
only  difference  is,  that  in  winter  it 
is  made  of  (kins.  Over  their  chemife 
they  commonly  wear  a  large  ftriped 
waiftcoat  with  fleeves.  Their  beeches 
do  not  extend  below  the  middle  of  the 
thigh,  but  their  long  boots,  called 
farr/,  reach  above  the  knee-  In  hot 
weather  they  wear  nothing  but  the 
breeches. 

“  They  pretend  to  ride  better  than 
any  other  nation  in  the  world,  'and 
their  vanity  in  this  refpedt  is  carried 
fo  far,  that  they  avoid,  from  a  fenti- 
ment  of  difdain,  giving  to  travellers 
their  moft  mettlefome  fteeds. 

44  Polygamy  forms  a  part  of  the 
political  code  of  thefe  people.  Oblig¬ 
ed  to  make  frequent  journies,  a  Ya- 
kout  has  a  wife  in  every  place  where 
he  flops,  but  he  never  aflembles  them 
together.  Notwithftanding  this  li¬ 
cence,  they  are  jealous  to  excefs,  and 
the  fworn  enemies  of  whoever  fliall 
dare  to  violate  the  rights  of  hofpi- 
tality.” 
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[From  Mr.  Catteau’s  General  View  of  Sweden.] 


U  T "  ^^UGH  Sweden  is  cover- 
X  ed  with  rocks,  woods,  and 
mountains,  its. inhabitants  are  mild 
and  peaceable.  Theft,  murder,  rob¬ 
bery,  and  atrocious  crimes,  in  gene¬ 
ral,  are  very  uncommon  amongft 
them  ;  and  even  in  war,  they  do  not 
appear  to  be  fangu inary.  Every 
traveller  who  traverfes  their  country, 
muft  pay  a  tribute  of  gratitude  and 
cfteem  to  their  attention  *  difintereft- 


ednefs  and  •  hofpitality.  Naturally 
ferious  and  grave,  they  are  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  and  cultivate  the  valuable 
bonds  of  fociability.  Under  the 
moft  Ample  external  appearance, 
they  conceal  a  profound  judgment, 
an  acute  and  delicate  genius,  and 
often  an  active  and  intrepid  fpirit. 
They  long  made  a  confpicuous  figure 
by  their  military  exploits,  and  they 
have  fince  proved,  .that  they  are 

equally 
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equally  fit  for  the  arts  of  peace. 
They  "are  very  fond  of  travelling  ; 
but  at  the  fame  time,  they  love  their 
country,  never  forget  it,  and  always 
long  to  fee  it  again.  With  an  ir- 
refiftible  inclination  for  liberty,  they 
a  re  attached  to  their  mailers,  and  ma- 
jefty  is  always  certain  of  their  vene¬ 
ration  and  refpecY.  They  fupport 
poverty  with  courage  and  patience  ; 
but  riches  to  them  are  often  attended 
with  danger. 

There  are  fome  cantons  in  Sweden, 
where  the  manners  of  the  people  are 
Rill  truly  patriarchal,  and  difplay  the 
iitrooft  purity,  innocence,  and  can¬ 
dour.  Ye  travellers,  endowed  with 
upright  and  feeling  hearts,  haften 
totehold  this  interefting  fpe&acle; 
It  isfuperior  to  that  exhibited  by  the 
wonders  of  art,  and  the  monuments 
of  pomp  and  luxury !  But  delay  not; 
corruption  already  begins  to  diffufe 
abroad  her  deftru6live  breath,  and 
more  than  one  trace  of  its  baneful 
influence  are  already  to  be  perceived. 
Pernicious  maxims,  a  tafle  for  frivo¬ 
lous  objects,  and  the  ambition  of 
Imitating  other  nations,  whole  man¬ 
ner  of  living  is  generally  boafted  of, 
will  infenfibly  produce  a  revolution, 
which  every  virtuous  citizen  nnifl 
lament.  The  exceffive  ufe  of  fpi- 
rituous  liqfiors  Is  no  lefs  dangerous 
and  deftrubtive  to  good  morals ;  the 
number  of  the  places  where  they  are 
fold  increafes  every  day,  and  fome  of 
them  may  be  met  with  at  every  Rep, 
on  the  moil;  frequented  roads.  Thi¬ 
ther  the  labourer  and  the  artift  go, 
to  facrificeboth  their  health  and  mo¬ 
ney,  to  fwallow  a  definitive' poifon, 
which  enervates  their  bodies,  and 
renders,  them  ftupid. 

The  Swedes  are  diftinguifiied 
from  other  people  of  Europe  by  a 
national  drefs,  efiablifhed  in  1777, 
with  the  laudable  defign  of  reprefiing 
luxury  in  the  article  of  clothes.  The 
men  wear  a>  clofe  coat,  very  wide 


breeches,  firings  in  their  fhoes,  a 
girdle,  a  round  hat,  and  a  cloak. 
The  ufual  colour  is  black.  In  court 
drefles,  the  cloak,  the  buttons,  the 
girdle,  and  the  fhoe-ftrings,  are  of  a 
flame  colour.  The  women  wear  a 
black  robe,  with  puffed  gauze  fleeves, 
a  coloured  fafh  and  ribbands.  Thofe 
who  go  to  court,  have  their  fleeves  of 
white  gauze. 

There  is  alfo  a  particular  uniform 
for  gala  days.  The  men  appear  in 
a  blue  fatin  fuit,  lined  with  white, 
and  ornamented  with  lace ;  the  wo¬ 
men  in  a  white  fatin  robe,  with  co¬ 
loured  faflies  and  ribbands.  Two 
days  of  the  year,  the  firft  of  May, 
and  Midfummer,  are  in  Sweden 
particularly  confecrated  to  -public 
mirth  and  joy.  On  the  firft  of  May, 
large  fires,  which  feem  to  announce 
that  natural  warmth  about  to  fuc- 
ceed  the  feveritv  of  the  winter,  are 
kindled  in  the  fields;  around  thefe 
people  aflemble,  while  others  go  to 
enjoy  good  cheer,  and  with  the  glafs 
in  their  hands  to  banifh  care  and 
forrow.  Midfummer  day  is  ftill  bet¬ 
ter  calculated  to  infpire  mirth  and 
feftivity :  the  fine  feafon  is  then 
eftabli filed  ;  the  fun  every  where  dif- 
fufes  his  vivifying  rays  ;  the  tenants 
of  the  woods,  freed  from  their  long 
captivity,  tune  their  throats  to  joy  ; 
the  flocks  range  the  fields  at  their 
eafe,  to  tafte  the  juicy  grafs ;  and 
man,  awakened  from  that  lethargy 
into  which  he  has  been  funk,  to¬ 
gether  with  all  nature,  feems  to  be 
animated  by  a  new  foul,  while  his 
faculties  refume  their  wonted  vigour, 
and  his  heart  becomes  open  to  the 
foft  impreflions  of  fenfibility.  On 
the  evening  before  this  happy  period, 
the  people  aflemble  ;  the  houfes  are 
ornamented  with  boughs,  and  the 
young  men  and  young  women  erect 
a  pole,  around  which  they  dance  till 
morning.  Having  recruited  their 
ftrength  by  fome  hours  of  repofe. 
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they  repair  to  church,  and  after  im¬ 
ploring  the  protection  of  the  Supreme 
Being,  they  again  give  themfelves  up 
to  frefh  etfufions  of  joy,  which  un¬ 
doubtedly  are  no  lefs  agreeable  to 
the  father  of  mankind  than  reciting 
prayers  and  hymns.  During  thefe 
two  feftivals,  the  people  difplay  all 
their  gaiety  by  dances  and  fongs,  the 
greater  part  of  which  are  national, 
and  partake  fomewhat  of  the  cli¬ 
mate. 

“  The  inhabitants  of  the  fouthern 
provinces  endeavour  to  provide 
places  of  fhelter  from  the  heat ;  and 
thofe  of  the  north,  living  near  the 
abode  of  Boreas,  employ  all  their  in¬ 
genuity  to  preferve  themfelves  from 
the  cold.  This  art  is  well  known  in 
Sweden  :  pelifies,  cloaks,  great  coats, 
and  boots  lined  with  furs,  are  of  ex¬ 
cellent  fervice.  The  greater  part 
of  the  houfes  are  of  wood  ;  but  when 
well  conftrufted,  and  kept  in  repair, 
thev  are  warmer  than  thofe  built  of 
brick  or  ftone :  they  like  wife  con¬ 
tract  lefs  moifture,  and  are  not  fo 
apt  to  retain  that  nourifher  of  cold. 
The  feams  of  the  windows  are  daub¬ 
ed  over  with  pitch  or  cement,  and 
double  ones  are  fometimes  employed ; 
but  thefe  are  attended  with  a  very 
fenfible  inconvenience  in  winter,  by 
rendering  the  apartments  too  dark. 
The  ftoves  are  conftruCled  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  is  moft  fuitable  to  the 
country  ;  the  tubes  of  them  are  fo 
twilled  as  to  make  the  heat  circulate, 
and  to  prevent  it  from  being  too  foon 
diflipated  :  by  means  of  a  lever,  the 
air  may  be  condenfed  and  rarefied  at 
pleafure.  Wood  here  is  not  dear, 
and  little  care  is  employed  to  fave  it. 
The  price  of  provifions  is  equally 
moderate ;  but  the  cafe  is  not  the 
fame  with  labour  and  objects  of  lux¬ 
ury.  The  lower  clafies  of  people  live 
principally  upon  hard  bread,  falted 
or  dried  fifii,  and  water-gruel ;  beer 
is  their  ordinary  beverage,  and  they 


can  procure  it  exceedingly  cheap. 
At  the  tables  of  the  rich  and  opulent, 
there  is  always  plenty  of  meat,  and 
the  repaid  is  preceded  by.  a  kind  of 
collation,  confuting  of  butter,  cheefe, 
fait  provifions,  and  ftrong  liquors. 
Strangers  are  atfonifhed  to  fee  wo- 
men  here  often  fwallow  large  quan¬ 
tities  of  thefe  liquors,  and  with  the 
fame  eafe  as  the  men.  The  con- 
fumption  of  wine  is  very  great  in 
Sweden  ;  but  people  feldom  drink  it 
to  excefs.  The  ufe  of  tea  and  coffee 
is  every  day  extended  more  and  more. 

44  One  cannot  travel  in  Sweden, 
without  being  (truck  with  the  ar¬ 
rangements  which  adminiflxation 
have  formed  for  the  convenience  of 
travelling.  They  bear  a  peculiar 
charafter  which  is  altogether  national. 
The  peafants  furnifh  horfes,  each  of 
which  colts  four  fchellings  per  mile, 
except  in  cities,  where  people  muff 
pay  fix.  At  each  poft  a  certain  num¬ 
ber  of  them  is  kept  always  in  readi- 
nefs,  and  when  thefe  are  not  fulficient, 
others  are  fought  for  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood.  The  perfon  who  pro¬ 
cures  the  horfes,  prefents  to  the  tra¬ 
veller  a  book,  the  leaves  of  which  are 
divided  into  feveral  columns.  la 
thefe  the  latter  inferts  the  day  and 
hour  of  his4  arrival ;  his  name  and 
his  quality  ;  the  place  from  which, 
he  came,  and  that  to  which  he  is  go- 
ing ;  the  number  of  horfes  he  has 
employed,  and  the  manner  in  which 
he  has  been  ferved.  At  the  end  of 
every  month  this  book  is  tranfmitted 
to  the  territorial  judge.  The  horfes 
are  fmall,  and  make  little  {hew ;  but 
they  go  very  faff,  efpecially  in  win¬ 
ter.  The  fledge  may  be  faid  to 
cleave  the  air ;  it  pafies  over  lakes 
covered  with  ice  and  fnow,  and  you 
are  at  your  journey’s  end  when  you 
perhaps  think  that  you  have  only  got 
half  way.  If  you  treat  the  peafants 
with  mildnefs,  you  may  make  them 
do  whatever  you  choofe :  it  is  only 


[62]  NATIONAL  CHARACTER,  Set.  of  the  SWEDES, 


in  the  neighbournood  of  the  capital 
that  they  are  felf-interefted  and  un¬ 
ruly.  It  is  a  great  pity^  that  an  eftab- 
lifhment  fo  convenient  for  the  travel¬ 
ler  fhould  be  hurtful  to  agricul¬ 
ture, 

“  Such  are  the  principal  outlines 
of  the  picture  exhibited  in  general 
by  the  character,  manners,  and  cus¬ 
toms  of  the  Swedes.  By  examin¬ 
ing  each  province  in  particular,  we 
fhall,  however,  find  various  fhades 
of  a  deeper  or  lighter  caft.  The 
Scandian,  who  cultivates  a  fertile 
foil,  and  who  commonly  poffefTes  a 
moderate  {hare  of  wealth,  is  fen* 
fible  of  his  happinefs,  and  imparts 
it  to  others.  The  Smolander,  his 
neighbour,  placed  amidft  barren 
rocks  and  melancholy  woods,  is 
humble,  mild,  and  fubmiffive:  the 
fmalleft  reward  will  fatisfy  him, 
and  he  teftifies  his  gratitude  in 
the  moft  fimple  and  affedfing  man* 
ner.  The  Weftrogoth,  who  like- 
wife  inhabits  a  country  little  favour¬ 
ed  by  nature,  is  well  acquainted  with 
the  refources  of  induftry,  and  puts 
them  in  pradtice  :  above  all,  he  un* 
derftands  to  perfedtion  every  kind  of 
traffic.  The  Oftrogoth  has  nothing 
againft  him  but  his  name ;  he  is  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  his  politenefs,  his  affa¬ 
bility,  and  the  eafinefs  of  his  ma- 
ners ;  he  refembles  that  nature  with 
which  he  is  furrounded,  and  which 
every  where  prefents  itfelf  under  the 
moft  pleafmg  afpedts.  The  vicinity 
of  the  capital  gives  to  the  Suderma* 
manian  and  the  Uplander,  a  dou¬ 
ble  phyfiognomy,  the  natural  fea¬ 
tures  of  which  have  been  disfigured. 
The  Weftmanian  prepoffefles  by  a 
a  noble  figure,  a  firmnefs  and  ftea- 
dinefs  of  charadter,  and  fimple  but 
mild  manners.  The  inhabitant  of 
that  diftridt  called  Norland,  is  very 
tall ;  has  an  intrepid  look ;  and 
franknefs  and  loyalty  are  painted  in 
his  countenance.  The  inhabitant 


of  Finland  is  honeft,  induftriotfs,-; 
enured  to  labour,  and  capable  of  en¬ 
during  great  hardfhips ;  but  he  is  re*? 
proached  with  being  ftiff  and  obfti- 
nate,  The  Laplanders,  who  live  on 
the  borders  of  Norland,  begin  to  be 
civilized  ‘  but  the  reft  are  ftill  in  a 
favage  ftate,  and  acquainted  with 
no  other  rule  of  condudt  than  the 
inftindf  of  nature. 

“We  cannot  here  pafs  over  in  fi- 
lence  that  remarkable  tribe,  whofe 
name  alone  recalls  the  idea  of  patrio- 
tifm  and  courage.  Under  a  rigo- 
rous  fky,  amidft  mountains  covered 
with  fnow,  during  eight  months  of 
the  year  the  Dalecarlians  accuftom 
themfelves  to  the  fevereft  labours, 
and  fear  no  fatigue.  Like  the  rocks 
which  furround  them,  they  brave 
every  attack ;  proud  and  intrepid,  as 
all  mountaineers  are,  they  deteft  fla- 
very,  reftft  oppreffion  ;  and  attached 
to  their  manners  and  cuftoms, 
they  tranftnit  them  unchanged  from 
generation  to  generation.  Short 
coats,  all  black  or  white,  a  long 
beard,  and  an  uncouth  but  nervous 
dialecf,  diftinguifti  them  from  the 
other  inhabitants  of  Sweden.  Plac¬ 
ed  upon  an  ungrateful  and  barren 
foil,  they  have  have  often  no  other 
nourifhment  than  bread  compof- 
ed  of  the  coarfeft  meal,  mixed 
with  bark  of  trees,  gruel  fealbned 
only  with  water  and  fait,  or  dried 
fifh.  Thefe  people  emigrate,  in 
great  numbers,  to  feek  for  mainte¬ 
nance  in  the  more  opulent  provinces, 
and  above  ail  in  the  capital :  they  are 
employed  in  public  as  well  as  in  pri¬ 
vate  works,  and  in  whatever  they 
undertake,  they  ftiew  as  much  intel¬ 
ligence  as  honefty.  Whilft  they  are:s 
abfent  from  their  native  country, 
they  obferve  the  ftridfeft  economy  in 
their  manner  of  living,  and  endea¬ 
vour  to  fave  enough  to  enable  them 
to  return,  and  to  fupply  their  wants, 
which  arc  not  numerous.  Simple, 

open, 
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©pen,  and  fincere,  the  Dalecarlians 
are  not  fufficiently  on  their  guard 
agairift  fraud  and  deception:  the 
cunning  of  fome  dexterous  adven¬ 
turers  has  often  engaged  them  in  en- 
terprifes  as  contrary  to  their  intereR 
as  to  that  of  the  Rate;  but  the 
blame  cannot  fall  upon  them ;  they 
have  never  entertained  any  criminal 
intentions ;  the  only  objeft  they  had 
in  view  was,  to  fupport  the  privileges 
of  the  nation.  The  moll  brilliant 
period  of  their  hi  Rory*  is,  doubtlefs, 
that  of  thofe  exploits  by  which  they 
fignalized  their  valour  under  the  ban¬ 
ners  of  GuRavus  I. ;  they  delivered 
their  fellow  citizens  fronythe  voke  of 
oppreflion,  and  at  the  fame  time 
faved  their  countrv. 

w  The  capital  of  Sweden  has  had 
the  fate  of  all  thofe  proud  cities,  to 
which  the  riches  of  Rates  are  con¬ 
veyed,  and  in  which  they  are  accu¬ 
mulated.  Except  fome  few  fliades, 
arifmg  from  different  degrees  of  opu¬ 
lence  and  population,  Stockholm  ex¬ 
hibits  the  fame  feenes  as  other  places 
Of  the  like  kind.  Here  we  may  fee 
the  madnefs  of  luxury  palling  from 
the  fuperior  to  the  inferior  clafies;  a 
fcaRe  for  pleafure  giving  birth  to  a 
diflike  for  labour  and  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  one’s  duty,  and  iedu6tion 
facrificing  numberlefs  unhappy  vic¬ 
tims,  to  gratify  brutal  and  inordinate 
pallions.  Here  alfo  we  meet  with 
abundance  of  profeffed  gamblers,  fine 
gentlemen  and  fine  ladies,  good- 
natured  hufbands,  and  modifh  wives, 
who  take  advantage  of  their  fimpli- 
<ity  and  condefcenfion.  The  fafhi- 
ons  and  cuftoms  which  are  imported 
from  France,  always  obtain  here  a 
decided  preference :  this,  fometimes, 
produces  lingular  effects,  which  form 
a  whimlical  contraR  with  the  cli¬ 
mate,  and  the  indelible  traits  of  na¬ 
tional  character. 

u  Among  the  public  amufements  at 
Stockholm,  thofe  moR  worthy  of 


notice  are  theatrical  reprefentations. 
The  opera  here  has  attained  to  a  de¬ 
gree  of  perfection  which  aftonifhes 
Rrangersv  Original  pieces  are  fome¬ 
times  performed ;  the  reR  are  tranf- 
lated  from  the  French :  but  the  pre¬ 
ference  is  always  given  to  thofe  which 
have  mufic  of  Gluck’s  compolition. 
The  theatre,  called  the  dramatic ,  is 
deRined  for  plays,  and  the  higher 
fpecies  of  comedy:  that  called  the 
comic  is  fet  apart  for  pieces  of  a  lefs 
ferious  nature,  and  for  farces;  but 
though  both  tliefe  theatres  have  made 
confiderable  progrefs,  they  have  Rill 
need  of  improvement.  The  French 
comedy  was  formerly  referved  for  the 
court ;  but,  of  late  years,  it  has  been 
open  to  the  public.  A  taRe  for  the 
drama  has  been  diffufed  from  the 
capital  into  the  provinces:  theatres 
are  eRablifhed  at  Gottenburg,  Nor- 
koeping,  Carlfcrona,  Obo,  and  Fah- 
lun ;  and  we  are  allured,  that  the  ma¬ 
nagers  derive  great  profits  from  them. 

“  Government  have  eRablifhed  at 
Stockholm,  a  tribunal  of  police,  on 
the  plan  of  that  at  Paris  :  it  is  much 
refpeCled,  and  has  at  its  head  the 
governor  of  the  city.  Watchmen 
are  diRributed  in  all  the  quarters 
of  the  capital,  who  go  the  rounds 
in  winter  from  nine,  and  in  fum- 
mer  from  ten  in  the  evening 
till  four  in  the  morning.  They 
call  out  the  hours;  and  during 
the  whole  night,  all  the  Rreets  re¬ 
found  with  the  •  following;  words  : 
May  the  good  and  all  powerful  arm 
of  God  preferve  our  city  from  fire 
and  flames !  The  hours  are  announced 
alfo,  from  the  tops  of  towers,  by  an 
inRrument,  the  melancholy  founds 
of  which  are  not  very  agreeable  to 
thofe  who  cannot  enjoy  lleep.  Pru¬ 
dent  arrangements  prevent  here  the 
ravages  occafioned  by  fires,  and  they 
will  be  Rill  lefs  dreaded  when  wooden 
houfes  have  entirely  difappeared. 
An  order  has  been  iflued  by  govern¬ 
ment, 
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ment,  forbidding  any  new  ones  to 
be  ereCted,  or  the  old  to  be  repaired. 
The  infurance  office  againfl  fires  has 
gained  the  confidence  of  the  public  ; 
and  the  provincial  cities,  as  well  as 
the  capital,  may  partake  of  the  ad¬ 
vantages  ar  ling  from  this  inflitution. 
The  ffreets  of  Stockholm  are  lighted 
during  the  winter  nights,  and  fome 
other  cities  have  followed  the  exam¬ 
ple  of  the  capital.  For  this  purpofe 


lanterns  are  affixed  to  the  houfes,  cr 
placed  upon  polls;  but  thefe  lumi¬ 
naries  afford  but  a  feeble  and  uncer¬ 
tain  light.  Though  the  flreets  of 
Stockholm  are  broad  and  fpacious, 
it  is  much  to  be  wifhed,  for  the  fake 
of  thofe  who  walk,  that  they  had 
foot-paths  and  were  better  paved. 
The  public  walk,  called  the  King's 
Garden,  might  be  made  much  more 
-cxtenfive.” 


The  CHARACTER  and  MODE  of  LIVING  of  the  MODERN 

PERSIANS. 


[From  Mr.  Franklin’s  Observ 
Bsngai.  to  Persia,  in 

“  TN  attempting  to  fay  any  thing 
|[  of  the  character  of  the  Perfians, 

I  am  fenflble  of  the  difficulty  of  the 
undertaking,  from  my  being  fo 
fhort  a  time  amongfl  them.  An 
acquaintance  with  the  real  character 
of  a  people  is  only  capable  of  being 
attained  by  a  very  long  refidence ;  yet 
as,  during  my  ftay  in  Perfia,  from  the 
fituation  I  was  placed  in,  by  living  in 
a  native  family,  I  had  an  opportunity 
of  feeing  more  of  the  nature  and  dif- 
pofition  of  the  middling  fort  of  peo¬ 
ple,  and  their  manners  and  cufloms, 
than  perhaps  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of 
moil  travellers,  I  am  induced  to 
give  the  few  obfervations  I  made 
during  that  period.  The  Perfians, 
with  refpeCt  to  outward  behaviour, 
are  certainly  the  Pariiians  of  the 
Eafl.  Whilft  a  rude  and  infolent  de¬ 
meanour  peculiarly  marks  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  the  Turkifh  nation  to¬ 
wards  foreigners  and  Chriflians,  the 
behaviour  ot  the  Perfians  would,  on 
the  contrary,  do  honour  to  the  moft 
civilized  nations :  they  are  kind, 
courteous,  civil  and  obliging  to  all 
grangers,  without  being  guided  by 


at  ions,  made  on  a  Tour  from 
the  Years  1786,  1787.] 

thofe  religious  prejudices  fo  very  pre¬ 
valent  in  every  other  Mahomedan 
nation ;  they  are  fond  of  enquiring 
after  the  manners  and  cufloms  of 
Europe ;  and,  in  return,  very  rea¬ 
dily  afford  any  information  in 
refpeCt  to  their  own  country. 
The  practice  of  hofpitality  is  with 
them  fo  grand  a  point,  that  a 
man  thinks  himfelf  highly  ho¬ 
noured  if  you  will  enter  his  houfe 
and  partake  of  what  the  family 
affords;  whereas  going  out  of  a 
houfe,  without  fmoaking  a  Calean, 
or  taking  anv  other  refrefhment,  is 
deemed,  in  Perfia,  a  high  affront; 
they  fay  that  every  meal  a  flranger 
partakes  with  them  brings  a  bleffing 
upon  the  houfe :  to  account  for  this, 
we  mufl  underfland  it  as  a  pledge  of 
faith  and  protection,  when  we  con- 
fiderthat  the  continual  wars  in  which 
this  country  has  been  involved,  with 
very  little  cefiation,  fince  the  ex¬ 
tinction  of  the  Sefi  family,  have 
greatly  tended  to  an  univerfal  de¬ 
pravity  of  difpofition,  and  a  perpe¬ 
tual  inclination  to  aCts  of  hoftility. 
This  has  leftened  that  foftnefs  and 

urbanity 
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Urbanity  of  manners  for  which  this 
hation  has  been' at  all  former  times  fo 
famous;  and  has  at  the  fame  time 
too  much  extinguifhed  all  fentiments 
of  honour  and  humanity  amongft 
thofe  of  higher  rank. 

“  The  Perfians,  in  their  converfa¬ 
tion,  uie  fuch  extravagant  and  hy¬ 
perbolical  compliments  on  the  moft 
trifling  occafions,  that  it  would  at 
foil  infpire  a  ftranger  with  an  idea, 
that  every  inhabitant  of  the  place 
was  willing  to  lay  down  his  life, 
hied  his  blood,  or  fpend  his  money 
in  his  fervice  :  and  this  mode  of  ad- 
rirefs  (which  in  fact  means  nothing) 
is  obferved  not  only  by  thofe  of  a 
higher  rank,  but  even  amongft  the 
meaneft  artificers,  the  lowed:  of  which 
will  mak-.  no  fcruple,  on  your  ar¬ 
rival,  of  offering,  you  the  city  of 
Shirauz  and  all  its  appurtenances, 
as  a  peifhkufn,  or  prefent.  This 
behaviour  appears  at  firft  very  re¬ 
markable  to  Europeans,  but  after  a 
fhort  time  becomes  equally  familiar. 
Freedom  of  converfation  is  a  thing 
|  totally  unknown  in  Perfia,  as  that 
I  walls  have  c«r>,  is  proverbially  in  the 
month  of  every  one. — The  fear  of 
chains  which  bind  their  bodies  has 
|  alfo  enilaved  their  minds  ;  and  their 
converfation  to  men  of  fuperior  rank 
to  themfelves  is  marked  with  horns  of 
:  the  moft  abject  and  flavifh  fubmif- 
fton;  while,  on  the  contrary,  they 
1  are  as  haughty  and  overbearing  to 
their  inferiors*  The  excefiive  fear 
I  land  awe  they  ftand  in  before  the 
;  great  is  exemplified  in  a  circum- 
|  .ftance  I  fliall  mention,  which  hap- 
{  pened  when  I  accompanied  Mr. 

'  Jones,  wof  the  B 11  flora  factory,  to  the 
.Perfian  camp,  in  an  audience  we 
f  <were  admitted  to  with  Jaafar  Khan. 
1  .The  Khan  had  ordered  Air.  Jones 
to  be  fliewn  his  horfes;  who  having 
feen  them  wa£  aiked  which  he  liked 
I  the  beft.  Mr.  Jones  told  him 
-  (through,  me)  that  he  approved  very 


much  of  the  ftud  in  general,  but 
that  two  horfes  (naming  them);  were 
entitled  to  more  particular  attention. 
This  the  man  who  accompanied  us, 
and  who  was  in  the  capacity  .of  a 
gentleman  ufher,  interpreted  to,  the 
Khan  in  the  following  terms:  “  He 
“  fays  that  all  the  horfes  are  the  fineft 
“  that  ever'  were  feen;  but  as  to  the 
“  tvim  marked  out,  their  equal  is  not 
u  to  be  found  in  any  part  of  the 
u  world.”  And  at  this  anfwer  the 
Khan  himfelf  Jeemed  pleaded  ;  no 
doubt  from  having  beenoifed  to  no 
other  language  from  his  infancy. 

“  The  Perfians,  in  their  converfa¬ 
tion,  aim  much  at  elegance,  and  are 
perpetually  repeating  verfes.and  paf- 
fages  from  the  wor  .s  of  their  me  ft 
favourite  poets,  Hafiz,  Sadi,  and  fa¬ 
rm  ;  a  practice  univerfally  prevalent, 
from  -  the  liigheft-  to  the  iowfe ;  be¬ 
cause  thofe  who  have  not  tfe  advan¬ 
tages  of  reading  and  writing,  or  the 
other  benefits  ariflngfrom  education, 
by  the  help  of  their  memories, 
which  are  very  retentive,  and  what 
they  learn  by  heart,  are  always  ready 
to  bear  their  part  in  converfation. 
They  alfo  delight  much  in  jokes  and 
quaint  expreflions,  and  are  fond  of 
playing  upon  each  other;  which 
they  fometimes  do  with  great  ele¬ 
gance  and  irony.  There  is  one 
thing  much  to  be  admired  in  their 
conversations,  which  is  the  ftrief 
attention  they  always  pay  to  the  per- 
fon  f peaking,  whom  they  never  in¬ 
terrupt  on  any  account.  They  are 
in  general  a  perfonable,  and  in  ma¬ 
ny  refpefls  a  handfome  people ; 
their  complexions,  faving  thofe  who 
are  expofed  to  the  inclemencies  of  the 
weather,  are  as  fair  as  Europeans. 

_  The  women  at  Shirauz  have  at  all 
times  been  celebrated  over  thofe  of 
other  parts  of  Perfia  for  their  beauty, 
and  not  without  reafom  Of  thofe 
whom  1  had- the  fortunedo.  fee  dur¬ 
ing  my  refidence,  and  who  were 
E  moftjv 
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moftly  relations  and  friends  of  the 
family  I  lived  in,  many  were  tall  and 
i  well-fhaped ;  but  their  bright  and 
fparkling  eyes  was  a  very  ftriking 
beauty:  this,  however,  is  in  a  great 
meafure  owing  to  art,  as  they  rub 
their  eye-lids  with  the  black  pow-  ■ 
der  of  antimony  (called  furma), 
which  adds  an  incomparable  brilli¬ 
ancy  to  their  natural  luftfe.  The 
large  black  eye  is  hi  moft  eftimation 
among  the  Perfiaiitf,  and  this  is  the 
mod:  common  at  Shirauz.  As  the 
women  in  Mahomedan  countries  are, 
down  to  the  meaneft,  covered  with 
a  veil  from  head  to  foot,  a  light  is 
never  to  be  obtained  of  them  in  the 
ftreet;  but  from  my  fituation,  I 
have  feen  many  of  them  within 
doors,  as  when  any  came  to  vifit  the 
family  where  I  lived,  which  many 
did,  directed  by  their  curiofity  to  fee 
an  European:  underftanding  I  be¬ 
longed  to  the  houfe,  they  made  no 
fcruple  of  pulling  off  their  veils,  and 
converfing  with  great  inquifitivenefs 
and  familiarity,  which  feemed  much 
gratified  by  my  ready  coUpliance  with 
their  requeff,  in  informing  them  of 
European  cuftoms  and  manners,  and 
never  failed  to  procure  me  thanks, 
with  the  additional  character  of  a 
good-natured  Feringy  (the  appella¬ 
tion  by  which  all  Europeans  are  dif- 
tinguifhed).  The  women  in  Perfia, 
as  in  all  Mahomedan  nations,  after 
marriage,  are  very  little  better  than 
ilaves  to  their  hulbands.  Thofe 
mild  and  familiar  endearments  which 
grace  the  focial  board  of  an  Euro¬ 
pean,  and  which  at  the  fame  time 
they  afford  a  mutual  fatisfabtion  to 
,  either  fex,  tend  alfo  to  refine  and  po- 
lifh  manners,  are  totally  unknown  in 
Mahomedan  countries.  The  huf- 
baod,  of  a  fufpicious  temper,  and 
chained  down  by  an  obftrnate  and 
per  fevering  etiquette,  thinks  himfelf 
affronted  even''  by  the  inquiry  of  a 
friend  after  the  health  of  his  wife. 


Calling  her  by  name  is  never  al¬ 
lowed  of ;  the  mode  of  addrefs  muff 
be,  u  May  the  mother  of  fach  a  fon, 
“  or  fuch  a  daughter,  be  happy ;  I 
a  hope  file  is  in  health.”  And  none, 
except  thofe  of  the  nearefi  kin,  as  a 
brother,  or  uncle,  are  ever  allowed 
to  fee  the  females  of  the  family  un¬ 
veiled  :  it  would  be  deemed  as  an  in- 
fult. — Thrice  happy  ye,  my  fair  and 
amiable  countrywomen,  who,  born 
and  educated  in  a  land  of  freedom, 
can,  without  violating  the  laws  of 
propriety,  both  give  and  receive  the 
benefit  of  focial  intercourfe,  unim- 
preffed  by  the  baneful  effects  of  jea- 
loufy !  Rejoice  that  thefe  blelfings  are 
afforded  you! — which  have  inculcat- 

u 

ed  the  fentiments  of  liberality  and  po- 
litenefs,  and  which  ftili  contribute  to 
enhance  the  value  of  fociefy,  and  to 
fecure  you  a  permanent  and  unal¬ 
loyed  felicity !-— The  Perfian  ladies, 
however,  during  the  days  of  court- 
fhtip,  have  in  their  turn  pre-emi¬ 
nence  ;  a  miftrefs  making  no  fcruple 
of  commanding  her  lover  to  ftand  all 
day  long  at  the  door  of  her  father’s 
houfe,  repeating  verfes  in  praife  of 
her  beauty  and  accomplishments ; 
and  this  is  the  general  way  of  making 
love  at  Shirauz ;  a  lover  rarely  be¬ 
ing  admitted  to  a  fight  of  his  mif¬ 
trefs,  before  the  marriage  contract  is 
figned. 

“  The  Perfians,  in  their  difpo- 
fitions,  are  much  inclined  to  fudden 
anger ;  quick,  fiery,  and  very  fen- 
fible  of  affronts,  which  they  imme¬ 
diately  refent  on  the  fpot.  They  are 
a  brave  and  courageous  people ;  but 
I  have  before  faid,  that  their  fre¬ 
quent  wars  have  much  depraved 
their  ancient  urbanity  of  manners; 
and  this  ferocity  of  difpofition  hast 
alfo  introduced  a  ftrife,  peculiar  to* 
the  lower  clafs  of  inhabitants  of  Shi-’ 
rauz.  When  two  people  begin  i 
fighting,  it  always  raifes  a  great: 
crowd,  who  generally  feparately  take! 
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the  part  of  one  or  the  other  in  the 
cbnteft,  and  the  whole  prefently  be¬ 
comes  a  fcene  of  tumult  and  confu- 
fion,  until  the  arrival  of  the  Daro- 
ga,  or  judge  of  the  police,  who  puts 
an  end  to  the  fray.  Thefe  riots  are 
veiy  frequent,  and  even  the  boys  are 
fond' of  running  to  them,  in  order 
to  have  a  ftiare  in  the  conten¬ 
tion.  In  their  capacities  they  are 
ready,  prompt,  and  ingenious : 
but  thefe  talents  they  too  often 
employ  in  the  moft  difcredita- 
ble  way,  being  the  greateft  liars  in 
the  world,  practifing  the  moil:  im¬ 
probable  falfities  with  the  graved  air 
imaginable;  and  fo  far  from  being 
abaffied  by  a  dete&ion,  they  always 
endeavour  to  turn  it  off  with  a 
laugh,  and  even  confefs  themfelves, 
that  they  think  there  is  no  harm  in 
telling  a  lye,  provided  it  can  be  of 
any  benefit  to  themfelves :  and  they 
vvill  always,  in  every  bufinefs  they 
are  engaged  in,  endeavour  firft  to 
bring  it  about  by  lying  and  knavery ; 
which,  if  unfuccelsful  (as  thofe  with 
whom  they  deal  are  full  as  expert  as 
themfelves),  they  will  then  conclude 
the  bargain  with  truth  and  honefty  ; 
but  either  way  is  equally  indifferent 
to  them. 

“  The  Perfians  univerfally  have  a 
fixed  belief  in  the  efficacy  of  charms, 
omens,  talifmans,  and  other  fuper- 
ftitions.  Befides  what  they  received 
fince  their  converfion  to  Mahomeda- 
nifm,  they  have  in  general  retained 
all  that  their  anceftors  before  pradif- 
ed.  Indeed,  the  only  difference  is, 
that  what  was  before  authorifed  and 
commanded  by  the  Marian  religion, 
has  been  fubfequently  allowed  by  the 
religion  of  Mahomed.  They  are, 
of  ail  people  the  moft  addicted  to  the 
idea  of  fortunate  or  aufpicious  days 
and  hours,  th t  dies  f aft i  atque  nefajii 
of  the  Romans;  and  even  on  the  mi¬ 
nuted  and  moft  trifling  occafions  will 


feek  for  a  lucky  moment.  Going  a 
journey  can  never  be  performed, 
without  firft  confulting  a  book  of 
omens,  each  chapter  of  which  begins 
with  a  particular  letter  of  the  alpha¬ 
bet,  which  is  deemed  fortunate  or 
inaufpicious ;  and  ftiould  they  un¬ 
luckily  pitch  upon  one  of  the  latter, 
the  journey  muft  of  courfe  be  delay¬ 
ed  until  a  more  favourable  opportu¬ 
nity.  Entering  a  new  houfe,  the: 
putting  on  of  a  new  garment,  with 
numberlefs  other  common  and  trifling 
occurrences,  are  determined  by  mo¬ 
tions  equally  abfmd  and  frivolous. 
In  their  marriages  they  pay  the  ftrid- 
eft  attention  to  this  point;  a  lucky 
hour  for  figning  the  contract,  and 
another  for  the  wedding-day,  being 
efteemed  abfolutely  neceffary  to  the 
future  happinefs  of  the  intended 
couple.  Thofe  alfo  who  are  in  good 
circumftances,  generally  fend  for  a 
Muunjim,  oraftrologer,  at  the  birth 
of  a  child,  in  order  ffo  calculate  his 
horofcope,  with  the  utmoft  exad- 
nefs. 

a  To  a  man  they  have  their  talif¬ 
mans,  which  are  generally  forne  fen- 
tence  from  the  Koran,  or  faying  of 
their  prophet  Ali,  written  either 
upon  paper,  or  engraved  upon  a 
frnall  plate  of  filver,  which  they 
bind  round  their  arms,  ,  and  other 
parts  of  the  body ;  but  thofe  ot  higher 
rank  make  ufe  of  rubies,  emeralds,* 
and  other  precious  ftonCs.  The 
women  of  condition  have  fmall  sil¬ 
ver  plates  of  a  circular  form,  upon 
which  are  engraved  fentences  from 
the  Koran;  which,  as  well’as  the 
talifmans,.  they  bind  about  their  arms 
with  piece's  of  red  and  green  filk, 
and  look  upon  them  as  never-failing 
charms  againft  the  fafci nations  of 
the  devil,  or  wicked  fpirits  (  vnom 
they  call  Deebs),  and  who  they  fay- 
are  conftantly  roaming  about  the 
world,  to  do  ail  the  mifdiief  in  their 
£■  3  power 
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power.  They  are  equally  abfurd  in 
their  ideas  of  the  heavenly  bodies,  at 
lead:  the  middling  and  lower  ciafs  of 
people,  particularly  in  refpedt  to  the 
falling  of  the  dars,  eclipfes  of  the 
flip  and  moon,  and  the  appearances 
of  meteors  and  comets.  As  for  their 
religious  fydem,  they  believe  there 
are  nine  heavens,  the  lowed;  of 
which  is  that  immediately  above 
their  heads:  they  imagine,  there¬ 
fore,  that  on  the  falling  of  a  Ear,  it 
is  occafioned  by  the  angels  in  the 
lower  heaven  giving  blows  on  the 
heads  of  the  devils,  for  attempting 
to  penetrate  into  thofe  regions.  Mr. 
Hanway  has  taken  notice  of  this 
circumdance  in  his  travels;  and  it 
is  the  firm  belief  of  the  Perfians  in 
general,  and  even  amongd  feme  of 
thefe  who,  from  their  education 
and  fenfe,  ought  to  be  better  in¬ 
formed. 

u  Among  other  cudomsof  a  fuper- 
ditious  nature,  they  believe  that 
fcorpions,  of  which  there  are  great 
numbers  in  this  country,  and  very 
venomous,  may  de  deprived  of  the 
power  of  dinging,  by  means  of  a 
certain  prayer  which  they  make  ufe 
of.  The  pes  fon  who  has  power  of 
binding,  as  it  is  called,  turns  his 
lace  towards  the  fign  Scorpio,  in  the 
heavens,  which  they  all  know,  and 
repeats  this  prayer.  Every  perfon 
prefent,  at  the  conclufion  of  a  len¬ 
ience,  claps  his  hands ;  after  this  is 
done,  they  think  that  they  are  per¬ 
fectly  fafe:  nor  if  they  diould  chance 
to  fee  any  fcorpions  during  that  night, 
do  they  fcruple  taking  hold  of  them, 
trading  to  the  efficacy  of  this  fan¬ 
cied  all-powerful  charm.  I  have 
frequently  feen  the  man  in  whofe 
family  I  lived,  repeat  the  above 
prayer,  on  being  defired  by  his 
child  eh  to  bind  the  fcorpions  ;  after 
which  the  whole  family  has  gone 
quietly  and  contentedly  to  bed,  fully 


perfuaded  they  could  receive  no  hurt 
by  them.  During  the  dimmer  fea- 
fon,  fcorpions  appear  in  great  num¬ 
bers  ;  they  are  quite  black  in  ap-' 
pearance,  and  very  large,  and  the 
ding  of  them  is  dangerous,  but  not 
mortal:  thofe,  however,  which  are 
found  in  the  more  northern  parts  of 
Perfia,  and  particularly  in  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Cafhan,  are  of  fo  dange¬ 
rous  a  nature,  as  often  to  caufe  im¬ 
mediate  death. 

“  The  Perfians  are,  of  all  Maho- 
medan  nations,  the  lead  fcrupulous 
of  drinking  wine,  as  manv  of  them 
do  it  publicly,  and  almod  all  of 
them  in  private  (excepting  thofe 
who  have  performed  the  pilgrimage 
to  Mecca,  and  men  of  religion)  j 
they  alfo  are  very  liable  to  be  quar¬ 
relsome  when  inebriated,  which  is 
often  attended  with  fatal  confe- 
quences.  They  eat  opium,  but 
in  much  lefs  quantities  than  the 
Turks;  and  indeed  in  every  thing 
they  fay  or  do,  eat  or  drink,  they 
make  a  point  to  be  as  different 
from  this  nation  as  poflible,  whom 
they  deted  to  a  man,  beyond  mea- 
fure ;  edeeming  Jews  and  Chndians 
fuperior  to  them,  and  much  nearer 
to  falvation. 

u  In  point  of  drefs,  the  Perfians- 
differ  remarkably  from  the  Turks ; 
for  in  Turkey  any  perfon  who  was 
not  a  fei!;d,  or  defeendant  of  the  pro¬ 
phet,  wearing  the  lead  green  upon 
his  garment,  would  mod  probably 
be  doned  :  whereas  in  Perfia,  the 
general  and  favourite  colour  is  green, 
even  to  their  dioes ;  and  people  of 
all  perfuafions  and  denominations 
may  wear  it  as  they  pleafe.  A  Turk 
alfo  thinks  himfelf  defiled  bv  the 

y 

touch  of  a  Chridian,  even  on  his 
garments.  The  Perfians,  on  the 
contrary,  will  eat  out  of  the  fame 
plate,  drink  out  of  the  fame  cup, 
and  fmoke  out  of  the  fame  calean, 
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as  readily  as  they  would  with  their 
own  children ;  at  lead:  I  have  con¬ 
stantly  experienced  this  myfelf,  dur¬ 
ing  my  refidence  in  Perfia,  while 
living  in  a  native  family.” 

“  The  mode  of  living  of  the  Per¬ 
sians  is  in  general  as  follows :  they 
always  rife  at  day-break,  in  order  to 
perform  their  devotions.  Their 
fird  prayer  is  denominated  numaz 
foobh,  or  the  morning  prayer  ;  it  is 
Said  before  fun-rife,  after  which  they 
eat  a  flight  meal,  called  naflita,  or 
breakfaft ;  this  conlifts  of  grapes,  or 
any  other  fruits  of  the  feafoif,  with 
a  little  bread,  and  cheefe  made  of 
goat’s  milk;  they  afterwards  drink 
a  cup  of  very  drong  coffee,  without 
milk  or  fugar ;  then  the  calean,  or 
pipe,  is  introduced.  The  Periians, 
from  the  highed  to  the  lowed:  ranks, 
all  fmoke  tobacco. 

“  Their  fecond  hour  of  prayer  is 
called  numaz  zohur,  or  mid-day 
prayer,  and  is  always  repeated  when 
the  fun  declines  from  the  meridian. 
Their  dinner,  or  calht,  which  is 
foon  alter  this  prayer,  confids  of 
curds,  bread,  and  fruits  of  various 
kinds  ;  animal  food  not  being  ufual 
at  this  meal. 

“  The  third  hour  of  prayer  is  called 
jiumaz  afur,  or  the  afternoon  prayer, 
laid  about  four  o’clock. 


u  The  fourth  hour  of  prayer  is  nu¬ 
maz  fham,  or  evening  prayer,  which 
is  faid  after  fun-fet ;  when  this  is 
finifhed,  the  Periians  eat  their  prin¬ 
cipal  meal,  called  lhami,  or  fupper. 
This  generally  confids  of  a  pilau, 
dreffed  with  rich  meat-fauces,  and 
highly  feafoned  with  various  fpices  : 
fometimes  they  eat  kibaab,  or  road 
meat.  When  the  meal  is  ready,  a 
fervant  brings  notice  thereof,  and . 
at  the  fame  time  prefents  a  ewer  and 
water ;  they  then  walh  their  hands, 
which  is  an  invariable  cudom  with 
the  Periians,  both  before  and  after 
eating.  They  eat  very  quick,  con¬ 
veying  their  food  to  their  mouths  1 
with  their  fingers  ;  the  ufe  of  knives 
and  forks  being  unknown  in  Perfia. 
Sherbets  of  different  forts  are  intro¬ 
duced,  and  the  meal  concludes  with 
a  defert  of  delicious  fruits.  The 
fupper  being  fini  Hied,  the  family  lit 
in  a  circle,  and  entertain  each  other 
by  relating  pleafant  dories  (of  which 
they  are  exceffively  fond),  and  alfo 
by  repeating  paffages  from  the  works 
of  their  mod  favourite  poets,  and 
amuling  themfelves  at  various  kinds 
of  games.  The  fifth  and  lad  prayer 
is  ftyled  numaz  akhir,  the  lad  pray¬ 
er  ;  or  fometimes  numaz  fheb,  or 
the  night  prayer,  repeated  about  an 
hour  after  fupper.” 
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[Extra&ed  from  the  Firft  Volume  of  Dr.  Wendeborn’s  View  of  Eng- 
land,  towards  the  Clofe  of  the  Eighteenth  Century.] 

e-y-'HERE  are  certain  features  was  alone,  and  as  he  thought  un~ 


1  in  the  character  of  the  Eng- 
lifh,  that  are  thought  to  be  remark¬ 
able  and  ftriking,  which  I  {hall  now 
relate.  One  of  the  firft,  which  may¬ 
be  looked  upon  as  general,  is  a  na¬ 
tional  pride.  All  nations  love  their 
refpective  countries  ;  but  the  Eng- 
lilh,  I  believe,  faew  it  in  the  high- 
eft,  and  th-  Germans,  perhaps,  in 
the  loweft  degree.  I  fhouid  point 
out  the  Swifs,  as  thofe  who  enter¬ 
tain  the  greateft  affetftion  for  their 
mountainous  foil,  if  I  had  not  met 
with  fome  of  them,  who  preferred 
England,  nay  even  came  back  to  it, 
when  they  had  left  it  before,  with  a 
refolution  to  end  their  days  in  their 
native  country.  The  great  prefer¬ 
ence  which  an  Engliiliman  gives  to 
his  iftand  jg,  in  my  opinion,  owing 
to  the  education  he  has  received,  fo 
different  from  that  in  other  coun¬ 
tries  ;  to  the  diet  apd  manners  he  is 
ufed  to,  peculiar  to  his  native  foil ; 
and  aboye  all,  becaufe  he  is  told  from 
Eis  infancy,  that  England  is  fuperiop 
fo  all  other  countries,  and  that  none 
are  comparable  to  it.  An  inhabi¬ 
tant  of  Chili  or  Lapland,  of  which 
we  have  proofs,  will,  without  know¬ 
ing  better,  be  as  much  attached  to 
the  land  of  his  nativity,  as  an  Eng- 
lifhman  to  his ;  and  I  reckon  this 
attachment  among  thofe  blefiings  of 
the  Creator,  which  are  but  little 
known,  and  therefore  fo  little  va¬ 
lued,  A  young  Efquimau,  who 
was  educated  from  his  tenth  year  at 
an  Engliffi  fort  in  Hudfon’s-bay,  and 
always  ufed  to  the  Englifh  way  of 
living, :  took,  at-  . the  age  of  twenty^ 
when  they  were  filling  calks  with 
train-oil,  an  opportunity,  when  he 


obierved,  to  drink  very  heartily 
this  naufeous  liquid,  turning  his 
face  toward  the  region  he  came  from, 
and  calling  out  afterwards  very  em¬ 
phatically  :  O  !  how  happy  is  that 
country,  where  they  enjoy  fuch  de¬ 
licious  drink  !  This,  indeed,  is  by 
no  means  furprifing  to  him  who  has 
made  mankind  his  ftudy ;  no  more 
than  the  fact,  fo  well  authenticated, 
of  a  Hottentot  who  returned  from 
Holland  to  the  Cape  of  Good-Hope.” 

“  I  capnot,  however,  injuftice  to 
Englifhmen,  particularly  when  they 
are  abroad,  avoid  obferving,  that,  if 
tfiey  are,  even  but  tolerably  w^ell 
bred,  they  will  not  betray  fo  much 
pride  on  account  of  their  own  per- 
fons,  as  they  will  becaufe  they  were 
born  Britons.  This  is  juft  the  re- 
verfe  of  my  own  countrymen,  who 
generally  value  their  own  dear  felves 
rnoft,  and  pride  themfelves  on  it, 
without  regarding  their  country,  or 
the  honour  which,  perhaps,  they 
might  derive  from  it.  A  fenfible 
Engliiliman  fpeaks  of  himfelf,  his 
rank,  and  his  dignity,  with  modeftv  ; 
but  he  talks  of  his  country  with 
pride,  and  a  kind  of  enthufiafm  ; 
whilft,  on  the  contrary,,  a'  German 
fine  gentleman  feems  to  be  only  en¬ 
amoured  with  his  perfon,  his  rank, 
his  pretended  merits,  and  his  titles, 
not  caring  any  thing  for  his  nation 
or  his  country.  How  fincerely  tdo 
I,  in  this  inftance,  with,,  that  my 
countrymen  were  poffe.fied  of  a  little 
more  patriotifm  ! 

u  From  this  high  opinion  which 
the  Englilh  entertain  of  their  coun¬ 
try,  and  of  their  nation,  it  may  be 
explained,  why  they  adhere  fo  much 
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to  their  old  cuftoms,  and  to  certain 
habits '  perhaps,  for  no  other  rea- 
fon,  but  becaufe  they  have  been 
told,  from  their  infancy,  that  nothing 
is  fo  good  and  fo  perfeff  as  Old 
England.  Hence  many  think  their 
conftitution,  and  their  government, 
which,  notwithfranding  all  its  pre¬ 
eminence  and  merits,  has  vifible  de¬ 
feats,  the  mofr  perfect  of  all  govern¬ 
ments,  and  above  all  improvemene. 
Hence  the  bulk  of  the  people  are 
fully  perfuaded,  that  nothing  is  fo 
delicious  and  fo  excellent,  as  an 
enormous  piece  of  beef,  half  roaft- 
ed,  and  a  plum-pudding  of  ten 
pounds  weight.  Hence  an  Englifh- 
man  will,  during  the  fevered  wea¬ 
ther,  rather  fhiver  at  the  fide  of  a 
chimney,  which  confumes  a  deal  of 
coals,  produces  clouds  of  allies,  and 
blackens  the  room,  than  make  ufe 
of  the  better  fort  of  ftoves,  or  ovens, 
which  we  ufe  in  our  country  :  for 
his  anceftors  ftvled  a  fire  a  fort  of 
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companv ;  they  fpoiled  their  eyes 
by  looking  thoughtfully  at  it ;  and 
he  muff  do  the  fame.  I  could  men¬ 
tion  many  more  things  of  this  kind, 
which  are  tranfmitted  from  genera¬ 
tion  to  generation,  and  have,  there¬ 
by,  acquired  fuch  an  authority,  that 
a  foreigner,  who,  guided  merely  by 
good  lenfe,  is  furprized  at  it,  will 
be  regarded  in  much  the  fame  light 
as  an  heretic  would  by  a  ftickler 
for  orthodoxy.  In  regard,  however, 
to  changes  of  minilters  of  ftate,  and 
of  fafhions  in  drefs  and  furniture, 
the  Englifh  are  variable  enough. 

“  From  the  high  opinion  which 
they  entertain  of  themfelves,  it  may 
eafny  be  fiippofed,  that  they  look 
upon  foreigners  as  much  inferior. 
Tills  fault  in  their  national  charac¬ 
ter,  was  vifible  many  centuries  ago. 
3  have  quoted  before  a  paffage  of 
Horace,  which  has  a  reference  to  it, 
and  I  could  relate  a  number  of  14- 
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fiances,  that  have  happened  within 
my  own  time  and  experience,  to 
confirm  this  remark,  to  which  fo 
many  foreigners,  who  frequent  Eng* 
land,  are  witneffes.  When  I,  more 
than  twenty  years  ago,  was,  for  the 
firft  time,  at  Oxford,  muchkindnefs 
and  civility  were  fhewn  to  me  by 
feveral  gentlemen  of  the  univerfity ; 
but  I  was  given  to  underftand,  that 
I  was  a  foreigner ;  and  a  very  wor¬ 
thy  and  learned  profefTor,  fince  de- 
ceafed,  who  did  me  the  honour  to 
invite  me,  during  my  flay  at  Ox¬ 
ford,  to  his  houfe,  paid  me  once, 
after  an  agreeable  converfation  of 
feveral  hours,  the  following  compli¬ 
ment  :  “  Sir,  you  look  and  think 
like  an  Englifhman  ;  it  is  a  pity  you 
were  not  born  in  our  country.” 
Though  this  was  faid,  with  great 
kindnefs  and  good  intention,  yet,  it 
convinced  me,  that  learning  and 
good  nature  do  not  wholly  remove 
the  influence  of  early  imbibed  na¬ 
tional  prejudices.  It  is,  likewife, 
rather  curious,  that  the  Englifh, 
who  pride  themfelves  on  the  name 
of  Britons,  which  they  bear  in  com¬ 
mon  with  the  Scotch,  are,  notwith- 
flanding,  rather  more  averfe  to  them, 
than  even  to  a  foreigner ;  nor  do 
the  Irifh  feem  to  be  much  more  in 
favour  ;  for  an  Irifh  bog-trotter  or 
an  Irifh  fortune-hunter,  are  very 
common  expreflions  in  England ; 
and  they  are  not  feldom  ridiculed  in 
the  public  prints,  and  on  the  ftage ; 
nay,  even  among  the  Englifh  them¬ 
felves,  a  kind  of  referve  is  vifible; 
for  the  Epifcopalians  look  upon  the 
DifTenters  in  an  inferior  light,  and 
the  different  fefts  keep  at  a  diftance 
from  each  other. 

“  The  French  ufed  to  be  the  great 
objeft  of  Englifh  national  diflike 
and  jealouly  ;  but  this  feems  now  to 
be  greatly  abated,  efpecially  fince 
the  late  revolution  in  France  has 
El  4,  given 
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given  the  Englifli  rather  a  mere 
Yelped!  fid  opinion  of  the  French 
'•nation.5’ 

“  Itis  no  wonder,  conndering  the 
'ddlike'  and  the  referve  which"  the 
generality  of  the  Englifli  man ileft 
to  foreigners,  both  on  their  own 
idan'd,  and  when  they  are  on  the 
continent,  that  in  return,  mefr  fb- 
refgii  nations  are  far  1  from  wifliing 
them  well,  ,  and  feem  to  rejoice  a c 
"their  -misfortunes,  thinking  it  will 
'humble  tHeir  pride,  at  which  they 
are  offended.  I  have  found  this  in 
many  iiida  frees,  and  it  was  emi¬ 
nently  viflble  ciiring  the  late  war, 
which  has  core  England  fo  much 
1.1  cod  and  treafure.  All  European 
countries  fided  with  the  Americans, 
and  were  pleated  to  hear  of  the  dif- 
aders  which  befel  the  Englifli ;  not 
from  political  principles  and  con¬ 
nections  with,  or  predilection  for 
the  former,  but  from  Biflike  to  the 
latter.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted, 
that  a  nation  like  the  Britifh,  which 
tin  fo  many  views  defe'rves  the  ref- 
pedt,  rtay,  I  will  fay  the  admiration, 
of  thofe  by  which  it  is  furrounded, 
fhotild  not  endeavour  to  look  into 
its  oven  prejudices,  and  humour  in 
ihiile  degree  thofe  by  which  others 
are  infedted,  and  that  the  Englifli 
fnould  not  lay  afide  that  indiffer¬ 
ence,  or  rather,  contempt,  which 
thev  fo  readily  fliew  for  manners, 
'cu  dorrs,  and  fentim'ents,  which  are 
different  from  thofe  of  their  own. 
country ;  though  it  may  fometimes 
happen  that  they  defpife  what  is  pre¬ 
ferable  to  their  own,  and  worthy  of 
tying  adopted.  If  education,  which 
I  have  been  fpeaking  of  before,  is 
n  feme  refredts,  one  of  the  can fos 
of  this  blerrdfli  in  the  Effglidi  chs- 
*'  rafter,  there  are,  at  the  fame  time, 
( ihers,  v  hich  contribute  towards  it 
:■  fo.  They  re  iffanders,  who  al¬ 
ways  are  fu^pofed  to  have  fomethirg 


peculiar  from  the  inhabitants  of  a 
continent.  William  the  Conqueror 
provided  for  his  Normans,  v/hich 
he  brought  over,  very  amply  rtthe 
expence  of  the  Englifli,  who  cer¬ 
tainly  could  not  be  pleafed  to  fee 
many  of  their  lands,  and  their  lu¬ 
crative  places  in  church  and  date, 
given  to  foreigners  ;  forgetting  very 
naturally,  by  length  of  time,  that 
thev  themfeives,  as  Anglo-Saxons, 
had  driven  away  the  Britons  before. 
The  beft  and  the  highefl  places, 
when  England  was  fubjedt  to  the 
fee  of  Rome,  were  frequently  given 
to  foreigners:  and  in  the  time  of 
kin?  tienrv  VIII.  no  lefs  than 
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15,060  Fleming?  were  refideht  in 
London,  wh o  had  eiigrolTed  rimed 
all  trade  and  commerce,  to  the  de¬ 
triment  of  the  natives.  Is  it  a  won¬ 
der  then,  that  the  Englidi  took  a 
did  ike  to  foreigners,  and  that  its 
•  effects  fhoiild  dill  be  vilible,  though 
the  ca ales  have  ceafed  ?  Monarchs, 
who,'  in  modern  times  afeended  the 
Britifh  throne,  would  alfo  naturally 
have  given  the  preference  to  their 
own  countrymen,  in  manv  indances, 
and  lidened  to  their  felicitations 
for  places  of  honour  and  emolti- 
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ment,  if  Englifli  jealoufy  had  not 
judly  prevented  it.  Yet  ali  this, 
which,  from  jufftice  and  impartiali¬ 
ty,  I  have  mentioned,  cannot  juf- 
tffy  that  overbearing  national  pride, 
and  contempt  for  ether  nations, 
with  which  numbers  are  infedted. 
Even  feme  excredions  tiffed  in  Eng- 
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lilli  laws,  and  law  opinions,  relative 
to  foreigners,  many  of  which  are  of 
a  modern  cite,  feem  to  imply  their 
degradation ;  and  I  believe  in  all 
countries,  a  perfon  who  lends  mo¬ 
ney  in  a  legal  way'  upon  landed 
edates,  though  not  a  native  of  the 
land,  would  be  fccure  Yf  his  pro- 
pt  rty, '  and  under  protect ich  of 

the  law  ;  but  in  England  his  feed- 
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rity  would  would  be  very  precarious, 
if  he  were  either  not  naturalized, 
or  denizifed.  His  freehold  fecuritv 
may  be  difputed,  and  his  money 
loft,  merely  bec.aufe  he  is  an  alien, 
and  his  property  thus  lent,  not  un¬ 
der  the  protection  of  a  law-court ; 
which,  according  to  -generally  re- 
c'eived  opinion,  ibe/uld  be  open  to 
juftice  for  every  one,  native  or  fo¬ 
reigner. 

44  A  generous  difpofition  is  faid  to 
be  one  of  the  traits  of  the  Englifh 
national  character ;  and,  I  think, 
•very  juftly.  It  is  likewife  true,  that 
thev  are  much  inclined  to  make 

J 

known  their  acts  of  generofity,  and 

O  f  /  # 

to  preferve  the  memory  of  their 
good  deeds.  But  fuppofing  this  to 
arife  from  vanitv,  or  from  other 
oaufes,  it  has,  never thelefs  its  ad¬ 
vantages.  The  exertions  of  huma¬ 
nity  and  compaftion  are,  among  the 
Englifh,  frequently  fudden,  and  very 
ftrorrg.  Great  indulgence  is  fit  own 
to  faults  and  human  imbecilities, 
becaufe  hyp&crifv  and  “arrogant  af- 
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.furnption  are  not-fo  common  here, 
and  every  body  feems  to  know  and 
to  feel  what  man  is.  Yet  there  are 
defpicable  characters  enough,  who 
laugh  at  the  dictates  of  humanity, 
and  feem  to  be  -deftitute  of  liberal 
and  generous  fentiments ;  but  the 
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imajoritv  of  the  nation  are  againft 
.them,  and  treat  with  contempt  and 
deteftation,  thofe  who  appear  to  be 
devoid  of  the  feelings  of  humanity 
.and  generofity.  Tile  condudf  of  the 
Englifh  in  India,  and  the  poor  in¬ 
habitants  of  that  country,  opprefted, 
plundered,  and  even  facrificed  to 
avarice,' will  never  add  to  their  fame 
for  liberal  and  humane  difpofttions  ; 
but  rather  remain  as  an  indelible 
-ft aim  Many  bailiffs,  who  arreft 
debtors,  many  attorneys,  many 
■church- wardens,  many  overfeers  of 
the  poor,  many  clergymen,  when 
they  colled  their  tythes  and  their 


income,  feem  to  have  humanity  and 
generofity  no  more  in  the  catalogue 
of  their  virtues,  than  the  members 
of  the  ■  holy  inouifttion  have  in 
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theirs  ;  or  the  tax-gatherers  in  Ger¬ 
many,  who,  by  the  gracious  order 
of  their  illuftrious  fuperiors,  ftrip 
the  poor  fubjeds  of  the  laft  mite 
which  they  have  earned  by  the  fweat 
of  their  brow.  A  modern  German 
writer  praifes  the  Englifti  highly  on 
account  of  their  humane  treatment 
of  the  brute  creation  ;  but,  I  am 
apprehenfive,  that,  whoever  has 
been  fomewhat  more  acquainted 
with  England,  and  particularly  Lon¬ 
don,  will  confider  firft,  before  he 
concurs  with  him.  A  few  examples 
are  not  fufficient  to  characterize  a 
whole  nation.  Whoever  has  feen 
the  driving  of  the  cattle  to  the  Lon¬ 
don  markets,  the  ufage  of  the  poor 
horfes  in  carts,  before  poft-chaifes, 
and  hackney-coaches,  the  riding  of 
them  at  horfe-races,  and  on  the  pub¬ 
lic  roads ;  whoever  has  been  a  fpec- 
tator  at  cock-fightings,  bull -baitings, 
and  fimilar  exhibitions,  will -certain¬ 
ly  hefttate  a  long  while,  before  lie 
pronounces  encomiums  on  Englifh 
generofity  towards  pocr  animals. 

44  The  liberality  of  the  nation  is  " 
praifed,  and  very  juftly.  There  are 
inftances  of  the  kind,  which,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  their  magnitude,  and  the 
manner  in  which  they  were  done, 
defence  admiration.  Subfcriptions 
towards  the  iupport  of  the  poor  and 
the  neceftitous,  are  no  where  more 
common,  nor  more  liberal  than  in 
England.  Hofpitals  of  every  kind, 
inftitutions  to  alleviate  human  mife- 
ries,  charity-fchools,  difpenfaries,  and 
ftich  monuments  as  witnefs  the  110- 
bleft  feelings  of  humanity,  are  no 
where  more,  frequent  than-  here.-  I 
am,  likewife,  of  opinion,  that,  when 
popery  was  the  religion  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  -the  incomes  of  the  monafte- 
ries,  and  other  charitable  inftitutions, 
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did  not  equal,  even  in  thofe  fuper- 
ftitious  times,  tb.e  fums  which  now, 
hy  a&s  of  parliament,  or  by  gene- 
rou&and  voluntary  contributions,  are 
annually  railed  for  charitabie  ufes  : 
they  amount  to  feveral  millions. 
Keverthclefs,  in  no  country  are  more 
poor  to  be  feen  than  in  England, 
and  in  no  city  a  greater  number  of 
•beggars  than  in  London.  The  fault 
feems  manifeftly  to  be  in  the  difpo- 
fal  of  the  money  collected  for  the 
poor,  and  the  regulations  made  for 
the  maintenance  of  them.” 

(<r  Sincerity  and  honefty  are  reck¬ 
oned  to  be  another  trait  in  the  Eng- 
liih  character;  and  I  can  confirm 
the  truth  of  it  from  my  own  expe¬ 
rience.  Very  few  affertions  are  fo 
general  as  not  to  be  liable  to  many 
exceptions;  and,  thererefore,  num¬ 
bers  of  impoftors  and  bad  people 
are  to  be  found  in  England  as  well 
as  in  other  countries  ;  but  it  is,  ne- 
verthelefs  certain,  that  the  bulk  of 
the  nation  is  good  and  honed,  and 
not  given  to  deceit.  I  may  fav,  that 
of  this  the  very  fpirit  of  the  Britifh 
conftitution  and  laws  is  a  proof.  The 
riches  and  dignities  which  a  perfon 
may  be  pofTeffed  of,  will  avail  but 
very  little  in  a  court  of  juftice,  even 
if  the  plaintiff  were  a  poor  man;  on 
the  contrary,  a  good  private  charac¬ 
ter  of  a  perfon  accufed,  will  be  of 
great  fervioe,  if  the  cafe  is  in  the 
leaf!  doubtful.  No  people,  I  believe, 
{hew,  as  it  feems  from  a  natural  dif- 
pofition,  more  lenity  and  indulgence 
to  thofe  who  are  guilty  of  human 
failings,  or  have  committed  tranf- 
greflionSj  than  the  Englifh.  There 
is  hone  that  treats  the  unfortunate 
with  more  companion,  and  regulates 
its  conduct  towards  them  more  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  faying  of  Seneca,  that 
the  unfortunate  are  facred  objects. 
There  are  feme  reiens,  recorded  in 
Englifh  Hiffory,  wherein  deeds  of 
defpotifhn,  and  tranfactions  again!*: 


the  conflitution  and  the  laws,  feem 
to  darken  this  trait  of  the  national 
character ;  but  it  is  evident,  that 
the  bulk  of  the  nation  has  always 
detefted  fuch  a  way  of  acting,  and 
has,  if  podible,  inflidled  fuch  pu- 
nilliments  on  the  mifereants  as  they 
deferved.  It  would,  therefore,  be 
wrong  to  judge  by  the  conduct  of 
particular  perfons ;  or  from  the 
wicked  difpofition  and  the  ambitious 
views  of  bad  minifters,  at  the  head 
ol  the  adminiifration,  or  from  mo¬ 
dern  tranfaClions  in  the  Eaft-Indies, 
of  the  majority  of  the  people.  How 
many  anecdotes  of  honefty,  equity, 
and  difintereftednefs  might  be  quot¬ 
ed  from  private  life.  Even  the  man¬ 
ners  of  true  Englifhmen,  and  their 
converfation,  mark  their  fincerity 
and  upright  intentions.  They  are 
not  fo  full  of  words,  of  compliments, 
and  proteflations  of  friendfhip  to¬ 
wards  a  ftranger,  as  is  common 
among  fome  other  nations ;  but  they 
are  bv  no  means  rude,  uncivil,  or 
like  the  charadter  of  a  John  Bull, 
as  it  is  abfurdly  reprefented  abroad 
and  on  the  French  ftage.  The  re- 
ferved  and  grave  behaviour,  which 
thev  manifeft  at  the  commencement 
of  a  new  acquaintance,  may  rather 
ferve  as  a  pledge  of  their  fincerity 
to  him,  who  has  afterwards  obtained 
their  confidence,  and  convince  him, 
that  their  fubfequent  more  open  and 
more  cordial  way  of  converEno;,  does 
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not  anfe  from  hvpocrify,  but  from 
fincerity  of  heart.  There  are  in 
England,  as  I  have  before  obferved, 
numbers  of  hypocrites,  of  impoftors, 
of  villains,  fharpers,  thieves,  and 
houfe -breakers ;  but,  neverthelefs, 
the  generality  of  the  nation  is  good 
and  honed,  and  yields  in  thi$  ref- 
pedf  to  no  nation  whatever  ;  nay, 
I  am  almoft  inclined  to  fay,  it  is 
perior  to  any.” 

u  Franknefs  and  freedom  are  like- 
wife  a  chara&eriftic  of  Engl  Eli  man- 

ners, 
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jners.  In  many  countries  even 
thoughts  are  not  free  ;  and  a  perfon 
fufpetted  of  herefy,  either  in  mat¬ 
ters  of  date  or  religion,  cannot  al¬ 
ways  avoid  perfecution.  In  England, 
thank  heavens !  not  only  thoughts, 
but  even  the  tongue,  the  pen,  and 
the  prefs,  are  free.  An  Englishman 
has  no  reafon  to  be  an  hypocrite ; 
he  may  fpeak  as  he  thinks,  and  a<d 
as  it  appears  to  him  to  be  juft  and 
proper.  Since  neither  education, 
nor  laws  and  conftitution,  form  him 
for  a  Have  ;  he  exhibits  him  fell  as  a 
free  man,  partly  from  habit,  and 
partly  becaufe  he  has  no  feafon  to 
be  afraid,  fo  long  as  he  conforms  to 
the  laws  of  his  country.  The  num¬ 
ber  of  newfpapers,  which  are  print¬ 
ed  daily,  and  the  freedom  which  is 
fo  predominant  in  them,  fhew  the 
character  of  the  nation,  in  this  ref- 
pe<ft,  in  a  ftriking  light.  I  will,  by 
no  means,  be  a  defender  of  the  abufe 
of  the  freedom  of  the  prefs ;  I  dis¬ 
approve  of  its  being  made  a  vehicle 
of  calumny,  or  of  productions  cal¬ 
culated  to  miflead  and  to  pervert 
good  principles;  but,  after  many 
years  obfervation,  I  am  confident, 
that  the  advantage  of  the  liberty  of 
the  prefs  greatly  out- weighs  the  abufes 
to  which  it  is  fometimes  liable.  The 
whole  public  is  here  made  the  tri¬ 
bunal,  at  whofe  bar  judgment  is 
given;  every  man  is  heard,  and 
every  one  is  free,  to  juftify  his  con¬ 
duct,  or  clear  his  character,  If  in 
all  countries  fuch  heralds  were  to  be 
found,  whofe  loud  and  dread  voice 
could  awaken  (name  and  fear  ;  were 
the  common  people  every  where  as 
eager  to  read  public  papers,  con¬ 
ducted  in  the  manner  as  in  England, 
tyranny  and  infolence,  fu perdition 
and  opprelfton,  would  foon  be  ba- 
niftied  by  the  majority  of  voices ; 
and  people  who  could  read,  and 
had  learnt  to  exprefs  their  thoughts 
in  writing,  would  foon  ceafe  to  be 
flaves.” 


“  Courage  marks  the  Englifh  cha¬ 
racter,  .and  though  they  have  this 
in  common  with  other  nations,  yet 
I  think  that  they  maintain  a  kind  of 
fuperiority  in  being  the  leaft  fearful 
of  death.  Battles  fought  by  the 
Englifh,  by  fea  and  land,  afford  fuf- 
ficient  proof  of  this  afiertion  ;  and, 
perhaps,  they  would  be  more  nu¬ 
merous,  if  naval  and  military  pro¬ 
motions  were  not  bought,  or  ob¬ 
tained  by  intereft,  but  beftowed  ac¬ 
cording  to  merit.  Among  thofe 
who  fuffer  for  capital  crimes,  many 
examples  of  contempt  of  death  are 
to  be  met  with.  The  old  and  the 
infirm,  when  they  fee  diftolution  al- 
moft  before  their  eyes,  will  talk  of 
it  with  the  greateft  compofure,  as  if 
they  poffeffed  a  foul  like  that  defcrib- 
ed  by  Juvenal,  which,  far  from  be¬ 
ing  terrified  by  death,  reckons  the 
moment  of  its  difiblution  among  the 
gifts  of  heaven. 

“  I  will  here  infert  a  few  words 
on  filicide,  which  is  fo  common  in 
this  country.  Whether  it  may  be 
confidere-d  as  a  proof  of  courage,  I 
will  not  now  difcufs.  In  my  opinion 
felf-murder  is  always  an  act  highly 
unnatural,  and  men  who  do  not  live 
in  a  date  of  civil  fociety,  will  never 
be  guilty  of  it,  V arions  caufes  have 
been  affigned,  to  account  for  this 
propenfity  of.  the  Englifh'  to  filicide. 
Sometimes  the  blame  is  laid  upon 
the  climate,  fometimes  upon  the 
melancholy  difpodtion  peculiar  to 
them,  and  fometimes  upon  th$ir 
eating  too  much  animal  food,  be- 
ddes  an  hundred  other  reafons.  But 
I  believe  it  to  be  a  natural  confe- 
quence  of  that  education  which  pre¬ 
vails  in  this  country,  and  of  which 
I  have  faid  fo  much  before.  The 
padions  are  in  youth  little  controul- 
ed,  much  lefs  fubdued  ;  and  when, 
in  years  of  more  maturity,  they  can¬ 
not  be  gratified  in  their  vehemence, 
they  will  fometimes  produce  that 
fatal  refolution  to  finim  a  difagree- 

able 
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able  life,  by  violent  means ;  which, 
in  an  hundred  inftances,  is  more 
eafiiy  taken,  becaufe  religion,  that 
fupport  of  the  unhappy  in  a  elver., 
fity,  is  too  often  totally  negledfed. 
The  Quakers  in  England,  are  a 
plain  proof  of  the  truth  of  the  opi¬ 
nion  here  advanced  ;  for  they  have 
the  fame  climate  and  diet  as  the  reft 
cf  the  Englifli,  and  yet  filicide  is 
unheard  of  among  them,  or  at  leaf! 
extremely  feldom.  The  reafon  of 
this  rmift  undoubtedly  be  looked  for 
in  the  difference  of  the  education 
which  the  Quakers  receive,  when 
compared  with  that  of  the  reft  of 
the  Englifli.  The  paffions  and  ob- 
ftinaey  of  the  children  of  the  for¬ 
mer  are  broken  very  early,  though 
not  by  violent  means  ;  for  a  Qua¬ 
ker  denies,  with  a  firm  compofure, 
fati  Tying  the  impetuous  defires  of 
his  children  •  and  gains,  by  thefe 
means,  infinitely  over  them.  Ele 
thereby  promotes  his  own  cafe  of 
.mind  and  tranquillity  as  well  as 
theirs  ;  he  accuftoms  them,  without 
knowing  the  name  of  philofophy, 
to  adl  in  time  like  phiiofophers,  by 
fulfilling  the  duties  of  fociety,  and 
bearing  with  fortitude  the  adverfities 
of  life.  Whoever  is  educated  in 
this  manner,  and  has  learned  to 
conquer  him  left,  will  never,  either 
from  defpair,  or  from  difappoint- 
ments  in  life  and  adverfity,  Shorten 
his  days  by  his  own  hands.  Others 
on  the  contrary,  who  place  the  en¬ 
joyment  of  life  in  gratifying  their 
pafiions,  v  hich  at  a  very  early  age 
is  generally  the  cafe  with  Englifh- 
men,  will  at  laft  be  flaves  to  the 
violence  and  power  of  their  defires. 
Pifappointments  in  life,  the  weak- 
nefs  and  infirmities  of  an  advancing 
.age,  increafing  impatience  and  con¬ 
firmed  ill-humour,  excite  now  and 
then  the  unhappy  thought  of  getting 
rid  of  thefe  evils  by  fhortening  the 
duration  of  life.  There  are  people 
who  make  away  with  themfelves 
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from  reafons  of  a  religious  roebm, 
choly  ;  others,  whole  nervous  fyf, 
tem  is  fo  irritable,  that  the  leaft  fen*, 
fatjon  of  offended  ambition, .  or  a 
fliame  carried  too  far  on  account  of 
moral  tranfgreftlons,  and  fear  of. 
lofing  credit  and  charafter,  induces 
them  to  lay  violent  hands  on  them¬ 
felves.  But  even  here,  if  we  exa¬ 
mine  the  caufes  of  filicide,  we  fliall 
fmd,  that-  they  arife  from  too  far 
ftr etched  notions  of  honour,  which 
are  imbibed  from  the  prefenf  ftate 
of  fociety ;  from  feme  abfurd  ideas 
in  regard  to  religion,  relative  to  the 
prefect  ftate  and  that  of  futurity, 
which  were  inftilled  into  the  mind 
by  modes  of  education,  and  con¬ 
nexions  in  life  formed  afterwards. 
Poverty,  arifing  from  the  dearnefs 
of  living,  and  numberlefs  taxes  in 
England,  I  have  frequently  found 
to  induce  the  unfortunate  to  filicide, 
If  thefe  moral  caufes,  in  conjunction 
with  thick  blood,  and  a  tender  ner¬ 
vous  fyftem,  too  frequently  to  be 
met  with  among  the  Englifli,  begin 
to  operate,  filicide  may  be  account¬ 
ed  for,  without  giving  filch  ridicu¬ 
lous  reafons  for  it  as  feme  French 
writers  have  done.  They  aferibe 
the  propenfity  of  the  Englifli  to  de- 
ftroy  themfelves,  to  ambition  and 
the  love  of  Angularity ;  to  a  defire 
of  the  honour  of  furnifliing  a  newf- 
paper  paragraph  after  their  death, 
relating  their  making  away  with 
themfelves ;  and  fome  have  thought 
that  auricular  confellion,  which  in 
the  Romifli  church  is  ufed,  would 
eafe  the  minds  of  the  people,  who 
are  in  a  melancholy  and  defponding 
way,  or  who  labour  under  anxieties, 
and  thus  prevent  them  from  putting 
an  end  to  their  exiftence.  During 
my  ftay  in  England,  many  perfons 
of  quality,  and  numbers  of  lower 
extraction,  both  rich  and  poor,  have 
made  away  with  themfelves  ;  and 
their  hiftory,  particularly  that  part 
of  their  leaving  this  world,  would 
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confirm  all  that  I  have  faid  on  this 
fubjeCt. 

“  It  is  a  laudable  cuftom  in  Eng- 
gland,  that  no  body  is  interred,  be¬ 
fore  proper  enquiry  is  made  about 
the  death,  whether  it  was  natural  or 
unnatural.  In  cafe  of  filicide,  the 
coroner's  inqueft  fits  on  the  body,  to 
decide  the  queilion,  whether  the 
perfon  who  committed  it,  was,  at 
the  time  when  the  deed  was  per¬ 
formed,  infane,  or  not  ?  Generally 
the  verdict  given,  is  in  favour  of  the 
former,  and  the  a6t  committed 
charged  to  lunacy  ;  though  it  is, 
perhaps,  in  nine  inftances  out  of 
ten,  very  well  known,  that  the  de¬ 
ceased  was  in  full  pofieffion  of  his 

fenfes,  and  knew  very  'well  what  he 
7  t  # 
was  about  when  he  deiTroved  him- 

j 

feif.  Should  the  coroners  inqueft 
bring  in  a  verdict  o S  f do  de  fe,  the 
goods  and  chattels  of  the  deceafed 
are  forfeited  to  the  king,  and  the 
body  receives,  as  it  is  called,  an 
ignominious  burial  in  the  highway, 
and  a  (take  is  to  be  driven  through 
the  heart.  This,  however,  is  very 
feldom  done  ;  and  whenever  it  takes 
place,  fuch  a  ftrange  kind  of  punifti- 
tnent  falls  upon  very  poor  people ; 
the  relations  of  a  perfon  in  good  cir- 
fcumftances,  -who  has  committed  felf- 
iiiiirder,  knowing  how  to  avoid  an 
unfavourable  verdict.  It  is  rather 
furprifing  that  a  law,  ordering  fuch 
an  inconfiftent  punifhment,  was  ever 
made,  or  that,  fince  it  exifts,  it  is  not, 
in  thefe  more  enlightened  times, 
abolifiied.  The  Englifh  laws  fuffer 
a  man  who  was  executed  on  the  gal¬ 
lows,  for  murder  and  robberies,  to 
be  buried  in  a  church-yard,  or  even 
in  a  church  itfelf,  with  the  ufual  fu¬ 
neral  pomp ;  and  why  fiiould  an  un¬ 
fortunate  perfon,  who  voluntarily 
finifhed  his  days,  under  a  load  of 
miferies  and  troubles,  which  he 
thought  unfupportable,  not  meet 
with  the  fame  indulgence  ?  The  hum- 
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ber  of  thofe  who  make  away  with 
themfelves  in  London,  annually,  is 
confiderable ;  and  if  this  fort  of 
puni  fiiment  were  to  take  place,  where, 
according  to  law,  it  fiiould,  there 
would  be  no  end  of  fuch  exhibitions. 
It  is  befides  againft  reafoii,  to  attempt 
the  puni  fitment  of  a  dead  body ; 
and  were  it  to  be  done,  as  is  faid,  -to 
deter  others  from  committing  filicide, 
it  would,  in  my  opinion,  have  but 
little  effefit  :  for  thofe  who  take  the 
refishition  to  renounce  life,  and  vo¬ 
luntarily  put  a  Hop  to  its  farther  en¬ 
joyment,  will  certainly  little  regard 
in  what  manner  their  fenfelefs  body 
is  treated,  when  they  have  done  for 
ever  with  this  world.  As  to  the  efi- 
feCh  which  a  law  made  again!!  felf- 
murder,  had  upon  the  Milefian 
maidens,  this  would  afford  ground 
for  many  obfervations. 

“  It  is  faid  of  the  inhabitants  of 
England,  that  they  are  much  addict¬ 
ed  to  melancholy  and  gloominefs, 
and  I  believe  there  is  feme  truth  in 
this.  They  feem,  however,  to  be 
friends  to  pleafure,  though  every  one 
creates  his  own,  according  to  his 
fancy  and  his  whims.  They  have  a 
proverb,  44  A  fliort  life  and  a  merry 
one;”  which  many  to  their  detri¬ 
ment  put  into  practice.  No  people 
on  earth  have,  upon  the  whole,  more 
reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  their  lot 
than  the  Englifii ;  but,  fortunatos  fi 
fua  bona  norJnt  !  thoufands  of  them 
do  not  know  it,  or  are  not  inclined 
to  believe  it.  Many  ramble  over  the 
whole  globe  in  purfuit  of  happinefs 
and  eafe  of  mind  ;  but  they  are  foon 
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convinced,  when  they  are  remote 
from  their  own  illand,  that  they  had 
better  have  ftaid  at  home,  to  enjoy 
there  what  they  in  vain  fought  for  in 
foreign  countries.  / 

44  AnEngliftiman,  in  cpnverfation, 
is  far  from  being  fo  lively,  noify,  and 
infinuating  as  fome  other  nations 
are ;  yet,  I  think  his  behaviour  is, 
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in  the  eye  of  reafon  and  good  ienfe, 
the  mod:  to  be  approved,  and  the 
mod  pleafing.  If  he  talks  but  little, 
he  will  often  fay  more  to  the  purpofe 
in  ten  words  than  others  in  an  hun¬ 
dred.  If  he  affures  me,  with  a  few 
words,  and  a  fqueeze  by  the  hand, 
that  he  is  my  friend,  I  may  rely  on 
thisfimple  affurance  more  than  on 
twenty  protedations,  and  numberlefs 
unmeaning  compliments.  An  Eng- 
lidiman,  when  he  comes  to  fome 
maturity  of  years,  and  has  received  a 
tolerably  good  education,  generally 
has  thought  more,  and  a£ted  with 
more  freed  orh,  than  is  cudomary 
among  people  of  the  fame  age,  in 
other  countries..  He,  therefore,  is 
not  much  addicted  to  empty  talk,  or 
fond  of  reafoning  on  things  and 
addons,  from  falfe  principles  and 
Wrong  points  of  view;  though,  in¬ 
deed,  I  mud  confefs,  I  have  heard 
and  feen  many  who  may  judly  be 
confidered  as  exceptions.  Thofe, 
however,  who  attend  to  facts  and  ex¬ 
perience,  taking  proper  time  for  en¬ 
quiry,  will  not  often  fpeak  in  a  de- 
cifive  manner  ;  and  being  not  un¬ 
acquainted  with  the  nature  and  true 
date  of  human  things,  will  exhibit  a 
proper  refervednefs  and  ferioufnefs  ; 
they  will  attend  to  argument,  and 
didike  idle  difpute.  It  is,  therefore, 
not  furprifmg,  that  perfons,  who, 
during  their  whole  life-time,  have 
not  much  thought,  or  made  much 
©bfervation  them! elves,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  have,  without  enquiry, 
adopted  and  eagerly  defended  the 
opinions  of  others,  fliould  find  an 
Englifhman  referved  in  converfation, 
cool  and  gloomy  in  frienddiip,  and 
filent  in  company.  Towards  true 
friends,  he  is  open-hearted,  cheerful, 
obliging,  and  will  difcovcr  his  fenti- 
ments,  whenever  he  thinks  it  necef- 
fary,  with  the  utmod  freedom. 

u  It  is  faid  of  the  Englifli,  that  they 
think  for  themfelves,  and  I  believe, 


nobody,  who  is  acquainted  with  them, 
v/ill  difpute  this.  There  are,  indeed, 
people  enough  here  too,  who  let 
others  think  indead  of  themfelves ; 
but  they  are,  comparatively  fpeaking, 
not  fo  numerous  as  in  other  nations. 
Some,  no  doubt,  follow  implicitly  the 
maxims  of  the  court,  and  adopt  its 
creed  without  examination,  becaufe 
they  live  by  court-favour ;  but,  I  am 
perfuaded,  that  but  few  of  them  are 
either  fo  ignorant,  or  fo  obdinate,  as 
to  believe,  that  the  manner  in  which 
they  talk  and  a<£t  is  juft  and  right, 
unlefs  they  have  been  educated  in  the 
mod  rigid  Tory  principles.  The 
common  plain  man  thinks,  and  rea- 
fons  frequently,  on  things  relating 
to  moral  duties,  equity,  and  thofe 
which  influence  the  happiftelsof  life, 
as  judly  as  fome  in  other  countries, 
who,  on  account  of  their  rank  and 
education,  think  themfelves  learned 
and  wife.  For  this  very  reafon, 
that  prejudice  which  reds  itfelf  on 
pretended  authority,  is  not  fo  com¬ 
mon  in  England,  except  it  be  in  mat¬ 
ters  of  religion,  or  when  a  man  in 
his  profeflion,  as  an  artid,  or  a  me¬ 
chanic,  has  once  by  fome  means  ac¬ 
quired  fame  ;  in  which  cafe,  even 
his  very  indifferent  productions  will 
be  thought  valuable,  merely  becaufe 
he  has  obtained  a  name.  The  r$- 
fpeCt  paid  to  people  of  rank,  or  to 
fuch  who  occupy  high  offices,  in 
church  or  date,  is  not  carried  fo  far* 
in  England  as  it  is  elfewhere ;  every 
one  feems  to  know,  that  thofe  who 
on  account  of  their  ftation  or  em¬ 
ployment  in  life  wear  a  rich  or  a 
Angular  drefs,  are  and  remain  but 
men.  It  excites,  therefore,  no  ex¬ 
traordinary  furprize  if  they  commit 
crimes,  and  are  punifhed  for  them 
according  to  law.  At  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  fuch  perfons,  even  the  mob? 
which  is  very  numerous,  will  gene¬ 
rally  obferve  a  certain  decorum  to¬ 
wards  the  criminal,  arifing  from 
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companion ;  though  there  are  no 
military  prefent  on  fuch  cccaiions, 
as  in  other  countries,  to  keep  the 
populace  in  aw<\  This  confciouf- 
nefs,  which  molt  Engiiih  peoplepof- 
fefs,  that  they  are  men  as  well  as  thole 
who  are  elevated  and  diftinguifhed 
by  the  inftitutiohs.  of  iociety,  pre¬ 
vents  that  fiavifh  veneration  of  prin¬ 
ces,  of  dignitaries  of  the  church,  of 
magiftrates  and  others,  which  is  fo 
vifible  in  many  countries,  and  which 
proves  the  influence  that  a  defpotical 
government  has  over  the  mind,  by 
means  of  education. 

“  Whether  aftive  induftry  be  a 
characleriftic  of  the  nation,  may  be 
doubted ;  in  Holland  they  feem  to 
be  more  bufthng  in  their  trading 
towns  5  but,  perhaps,  they  are  fo 
only  in  appearance..  Thofe  who 
mull  and  who  have  a  mind  to  work, 
do  it  with  fpirit  and  ailiduity ;  but 
the  majority,  I  believe,  are  inclined 
to  live  in  eafe  and  indolence.  No 
people  are  more  fond  of  holy-days 
than  their  workmen  and  apprentices. 
Perhaps,  they  would  fooner  admit  of 
defpotical  laws,  than  be  deprived  of 
their  ftated  feafons  for  idlenefs,  drunk- 
ennefs,  and  debauchery.  The  ftreets 
in  London  are  continually  crouded 
with  people,  pufhing along,  and  moll 
of  them  with  countenances  as  ferious 
as  if  their  heads  were  full  of  the  moll 
weighty  affairs.  This  will  ftrike  a 
foreigner,  who  has  met  on  the  con¬ 
tinent  many  more  chearful  faces  than 
he  wi  ll  meet  with  when  he  perambu¬ 
lates  the  metropolis,  or  other  places 
in  England ;  and  feeing  the  ftreets 
of  London  fo  full,  he  will  be  apt  to 
think  that  moll  of  them  are  intent 
upon  bulinefs ;  in  which,  however, 
he  is  miftaken ;  for  numbers  of  thofe 
he  meets  are  employed  in  nothing 
but  idlenefs.  Almoft  the  fame  may 
be  faid  of  thofe  who  are  feen  on  the 
public  roads ;  all  is  in  motion,  and 
has  the  appearance  of  activity  and 


diligence, though  many  are  engaged  in 
no  profitable  bufmefs.  Numbers  of 
horfemen  pafs  along,  of  whom  li>;  out 
often  are  idlers,  who  ride  merely  for 
diverfion,  and  yet  go  on,  without  the 
leaft  necellity,  at  fucli  a  rate,  as  if 
they  were  haftening  to  fee  a  friend,, 
whom  they  believed  to  be  at  the  lalh 
gafp,  and  were  in  fear  of  his  expir¬ 
ing  before  their  arrival.  The  coaches 
are  moftly  filled  with  loungers  of 
both  fexes,  who  to  get  rid  of  them* 
lelves,  and  to  enjoy  the  frefb  air,  look 
at  each  other  in  filence,  and  have 
drawn  up  the  glaffes  for  protection 
againft  the  dull  in  fu miner,  and  the 
cold  in  the  winter.  Even  the  flare- 
coaches  are  continually  crouded  with, 
paffengers,  and  the  female  ones  make 
generally  the  majority,  moftof  whom 
travel,  to  be  abfent  from  home, 
pay  fome  unneceflary  vifite,  and  to 
endeavour  to  get  rid  of  ill-humour, 
and  to  go  out  of  town  that  they  may 
have  an  opportunity  of  returning  to 
it  again.  In  fliort,  there  feems  to  be 
a  great  degree  of  reftleflhefs  among 
the  Englifli,  though  labour  is  not: 
what  pieafes  many.  Thofe  wlu» 
muft  work  do  it  in  hopes  of  living  at 
iaft  in  indolence,  and  of  enjoying,  as 
it  is  called,  life,  though  their  IncreaT 
ed  years  tell  them,  that  they  are  too 
old  for  it. 

“To  this  prevalent  inclination  fe* 
get  rich  as  foon  as  poifible,and  to  lead 
an  indolent  life,  I  greatly  aferibe  that 
fpirit  of  gaming,  which  is  more  pre¬ 
dominant,  and  exerts  itfelf  more 
powerfully  among  the  Engiiih,  than 
among  any  other  nation.  Hence 
that  madnefs,  which  takes  poifelBoji 
of  the  London  populace,  during  the 
time  when  the  annual  ftate-lotteries 
are  drawn.  Hence  the  fuccefs  of 
thofe  numerous  advert  ifements  ot 
lotteries  and  infurance-offices,  though, 
it  is  well-known,  that  many  of  them 
take  advantage  of  the  credulous,  and 
make  diem  repent  of  their  follv  ia. 
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truftihg  them.  Hence  the  tricks 
which  are  daily  played,  to  raife  or  to 
lower  the  public  funds.  And  where 
is  there  any  people  fo  fond  of  frequent 
and  oftentimes  high  betting,  not  fel- 
dom  about  extreme  trifles,  as  the  Eng¬ 
lifh  ?  What  will  you  lay  ?  is  the  firfr 
queftion  frequently  a  (Iced  by  high 
and  low,  when  the  fmalleff  difpute 
arifes  on  fubjedts  of  little  confe- 
quence. 

.  “  An  extreme  degree  of  curioffty, 
and  great  credulity,  are  likewiie  laid 
to  be  traits  of  the  Englifh  charadter ; 
and,  perhaps,  not  without  foundation. 
It  is  very  true,  that  in  other  countries, 
enough  of  a  iimilar  nature  is  to  be 
met  with  alfo ;  but,  I  believe,  it  is 
more  ftriking  among  the  Englifh,  be- 
caufe  they  are,  in  other  refpedts,  re¬ 
markable  for  fupenority  of  good 
fenfe.  The  abb e  Du  Bos  afferts,  that 
the  love  of  novelty,  difquietqde,  and 
audacity,  have,  for  centuries  together, 
marked  the  Enoflifh  character.  As 
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to  the  two  firft  qualities,  I  think,  the 
abbe  might  with  more  propriety  have 
fixed  them  upon  his  own  country¬ 
men  ;  though,  1  believe,  that  their 
love  for  novelty,  their  changeable- 
tiefs  and  inconftancy,  arifes  more 
from  their  ficklenefs,  volatility,  and 
vanity,  than  from  an  uneafv  and 
difeontented  mind,  which  is  generally 

the  cafe  with  the  Enp-lifli.  The  con- 
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tentment  andhappinefs  of  a  French¬ 
man  fuffers,  therefore,  little  or  no¬ 
thing  by  fuch  a  difpofition  ;  but  the 
reverfe  is  the  cafe  of  an  Englifhman. 
That  incredible  eagernefs  and  con- 
fummate  credulity,  with  which  the 
French  wallowed  the  Milfifippi  plan 
of  Mr.  Law,  is  a  fuflicient  proof,  that 
they  by  no  means  yield  to  the  Eng¬ 
lifh  in  the  love  of  novelty  and  incre¬ 
dulity.  The  fiery  of  the  Cock-lane 
ghofh  befides  many  others,  and  above 
all,  that  of  the  bottle’-conjurer,  as  he 
is  called,  are  well  known  on  the  con¬ 
tinent.  But,  as  to  this  laft,  I  hardly 


can  perfuade  myfelf  that  any  perfon, 
whpfe  fenfes  were  arrived  at  maturity, 
could  go  and  pay  money  to  fee  a  full- 
grown  man  creep  into  a  quart  bottle 
through  the  neck,  becaufe  he  believ¬ 
ed  it  actually  to  be  poffible.  I  am 
rather  inclined  to  think,  that  many' 
went  there  merely  to  fee  how  fuch  a 
daring  impoffor  would  be  able  to 
extricate  hirnfelf  from  the  refent- 
ment  of  the  crowd  he  had  drawn  to¬ 
gether,  by  publicly  announcing  fuch 
a  palpable  abfurdity  ;  and  this  I  look 
upon  as  the  beft  apology  which  can 
be  made,  to  leffen  the  laugh  which 
this  ftory  cannot  but  excite.  It  is 
certain,  however,  that  credulity  is  an 
ingredient  of  the  national  character, 
and  that  from  thence,'  as  well  as  from 
the  love  of  novelty,  many  events  in 
Englifh  hiftory,  and  many  daily  oc¬ 
currences,  can  only  be  accounted  for.. 
Hence  that  incredible  number  of 
newfpapers  which  are  printed  and 
eagerly  read.  Elence  tfie  implicit 
faith  that  is  given  by  the  generality 
to  the  accounts  publiflied  in  the  Ga- 
zette  in  war-time,  about  battles,  lieges, 
and  other  militarv  tranfadtions,  which 
are  reckoned  to  be  infallibly  true. 
Hence  the  efiedts  of  the  falfe  news 
propagated  at  the  Stock-Exchange, 
and  the  fuccefs  of  all  the  rogueries 
pradbifed  in  Exchange-Alley,  to  im- 
pofe  upon  the  credulous,  by  ridicu¬ 
lous  news  fabricated  there.  Hence 
the  mod  bombaftic  and  mod  impu¬ 
dent  puffs  in  newfpapers  and  adver- 
Elements,  which  are  far  more  fuccefs- 
ful  than  a  man  of  fenfe  could  eafily 
be  brought  to  believe.  Hence  the 
encouragement  which  quack-dodlors, 
and  their  infallible  medicines  for  the 
cure  of  all  diforders  meet  with.  The 
Englifh  laugh  at  the  invocation  of 
faints,  and  the  confidence  and  faith 
which  the  Romifh  church  places  in 
them ;  but,  certainly,  the  invocation 
of  quack-dodbors,  and  the  faith  given 
to  their  noftrums,  are  equally  inex- 
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eufable  ;  and  the  faints  at  leaf!  are 
harmlefs,  which  cannot  always  be 
faid  of  the  quack  and  his  noftrums. 
The  great  number  of  religious  feCts, 
which  are  in  England.,  and  new  ones 
ftarting  up  from  time  to  time,  is  ow¬ 
ing  in  many  refpects  to  the  love  of 
novelty  ;  and  that  the  ftrangeft  doc¬ 
trines,  which  feem  to  revolt  again!! 
common  fenfe,  find,  notwithftanding, 
people  who  adopt  and  attempt  to  de¬ 
fend  them,  muft  be  greatly  afcribed 
to  an  uncommon  fhare  of  credu¬ 
lity. 

“In  no  country  do  poverty  and 
old  age  feem  to  be  confidered  as 
greater  evils  than  here.  To  be  young 
and  poor  is,  perhaps,  not  fo  much 
minded,  becaufe  there  is  a  poftibility 
of  becoming  rich ;  but  old  age, 
though  accompanied  with  fufficient 
fortune,  is,  notwithftanding,  too  often 
negledted.  With  us  in  Germany, 
the  appellations  of  eirt  alter  m  inn,  an 
old  man,  ei  izfs,  a  grey  head,  and 
in  France,  un  vie l  ar.  ,  carry  forne- 
thing  venerable  along  with  them ; 
but  this  is  not  the  cafe  in  England, 
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where  an  old  man  and  an  old  woman 
are  exprelfions  that  feem  to  imply 
fome thing  difgufting,  and  are  almcft 
fynonymous  with  thofe  of  old  fellow, 
old  fquare-toes,  oivold  witch  ;  words 
that  are  more  ftgnificantly  and  more 
frequently  pronounced  with  an  air 
of  contempt,  than  denominations  of 
the  fame  kind,  now  and  then  ufed, 
in  other  languages.  At  Sparta,  old 
age  was  held  in  great  veneration; 
and  Plutarch  fays :  “  that  it  was  a 
“  pleafure  to  grow  old  at  Lacedae- 
“  mon.”  The  contrary  might  be 
faid  of  England,  and  Lyfander  cer¬ 
tainly  would  not  have  beftcwed  upon 
London  that  encomium,  which,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Tully,  he  pronounced  on 
Sparta :  “  that  it  was  the  molt  re- 
“  fpeflable  habitation  of  old  age.” 
In  China,  by  wife  regulations  of  go¬ 
vernment,  it  is  the  fame.  The  fault 
179°. 
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in  England  lies,  without  doubt,  prin¬ 
cipally  in  education.  Fathers  and 
mothers  feem  to  be  governed  by  their 
children  as  they  grow  up,  who  laugh 
at  the  old  ones  along  with  the  fer- 
vants.  It  has  even  the  appearance 
with  fome  parents,  as  if  they  really- 
believed  that  they  muft  give  wav, 
and  not  contradict  the  younger  ones, 
who,  indeed,  are  generally  ready 
enough,  not  only  to  give  hints  to 
thofe  who  are  older,  but  even  to  tell 
them  to  their  faces,  that  the  times, 
fmce  their  younger  days,  have  great¬ 
ly  altered,  and  that  it  would  better 
become  them  not  to  adopt  the  tone 
of  morofe  admonitors.  It  is  true 
that  fome  parents  will  keep  their 
children  in  better  fubordination;  but 
it  will  foon  lefien  when  they  get  ac¬ 
quainted  at  fchool,  or  eliewhere,  with 
youth  educated  in  the  manner  before 
mentioned.  They  w'll  think  them- 
felves  not  fo  well  ufed,  and  v  th  a 
kind  of  unjuft  indignation,  will  claim 
the  privileges  to  which  they  prefume 
to  be  intitled  as  well  as  others.  In 
England  the  young  people,  from 
twenty  to  eight  and  twenty,  who 
think  themfelves  not  of  the  lower 
clafs,  will  give  the  ton  to  what  is 
ftyled  chc  .rful  or  even  brilliant  com¬ 
pany,  and  preferibe  what  the  French 
call  bon  ton  ;  though  the  latter  ex- 
pe«f!  this  to  be  done  by  people  of 
thirty,  when  the  underft'anding  is  ar¬ 
rived  at  more  maturity,  when  expe¬ 
rience  is  enlarged,  and  g  >od  manners 
are  become  more  habitual.  It  may¬ 
be  eafily  accounted  for  why  the  ge¬ 
nerality  of  both  fexes  in  that  ftate  of 
fociety  wherein  we  live,  wifti  to  con¬ 
ceal  as  much  as  poftible  the  ravages 
that  old  age  commits  upon  the  body 
and  the  conftitution  ;  but  it  is  fome- 


what  fingdar,  that  the  anxiety  about 
this  decay,  from  which  no  mortal 
can  be  exempted,  ftiouib  be  greater 
among  the  Englifh  than  among  other 
nations,  particularly  when  the  genc- 
F  rahty 
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rality  of  them,  as  I  have  before  ob¬ 
served,  do  not  feem  to  be  afraid  of 
.dying.  Yet  from  this  averfion  to  the 
appearance  of  being  burdened  with 
years,  every  one  almoft  willies  to  be 
thought  young,  and  does  what  is  in 
his  power  to  conceal  wrinkles  and 
grey  hair.  Females  are  difpleafed 
with  the  glafs  that  tells  them  the 
truth,  and  fome  even  feek  to  ftifle 
their  chagrin  by  the  cordial  dram. 
Among  the  men,  numbers,  without 
conlidering.the  abfurdity,  will  clothe 
themfelves,  in  advanced  years,  as  if 
they  Hill  enjoyed  their  youthful  days ; 
and  when  elderly  people,  with  us  in 
Germany,  appear  abroad  en  cold 
wintry  days-  in  cloaks  or  furs,  here 

J  t!  -»  « 

many  are  afhamed  of  Wearing  a  light 
great  coat,  for  fear  they  lliould  be- 

O  '  J 

tray  the  number  of  their  years,  or  be 

fufpeCted  that  their  conftitu-tion  was 

impaired,  and  that  their  blood  did 

not  run  with  youthful  warmth  and 

/ 

velocity  through  their  veins.  Colds, 
rheumatifm,  and  gout,  feem  to  be  at 
home  in  England,  and  to  be  favour¬ 
ed  by  the  climate ;  but  people  of  a 
tender  habit  of  body,  or  advanced  in 
years,  will  rather  Suffer  thefe  great 
evils,  and  conceal,  if  poffible,  that 
they  are  tormented  by  them,  than 
duel's  fuitably  to  their  years  or  their 
conftitution.  In  the  mean  time, 
when  they  appear  among  the  younger 
ones  in  a  light  drefs,  and  affecting 
the  vivacity  of  former  days,  they  are 
laughed  at ;  and  whilft  they  encreafe 
the  vain  pride  of  youth  in  preferring 
its  drefs  and  manners  to  a  becoming 
attire,  and  the  decent  gravity  of  ad¬ 
vanced  years,  they  leffen  the  refpeft 
due  to  old  age,  which  they  might  un- 
doubtedly  enjoy  to  their  great  Satis¬ 
faction,  if  they  would  adopt  the  pro¬ 
per  means  to  obtain  it.  Some  years 
ago  I  met  an  acquaintance,  an  Eng- 
liili  gentleman,  fettled  in  the  mer¬ 


cantile  bufineSs  at  Peterfburgh,  who 
came  upon  a  viht  to  London.  I  was 
pleafed  to  find  that  his  health,  which, 
before  he  went  to  Ruflia,  was  but 
very  indifferent,  had  greatly  mended ; 
and  on  afking  him  how  the  cold  cli¬ 
mate  agreed  with  him  ?  he  anfwered, 

44  I  do  not  much  perceive  the  cold  at 
u  Peterfburgh ;  but  here,  though  it 
44  is  but  the  month  of  OCtober,  I  find 
44  myfelf  always  chilly.  In  Ruflia 
u  we  fecure  ourfelves  again!!  the  raw 
44  feafon  by  furs  and  a  warm  drefs," 
44  which  we  find  very  comfortable 
44  and  conducive  to  health ;  but  here 
44  they  laugh  at  me,  even  when  I  put 
44  on  a  thin  great  coat ;  and  I  cannot 
44  in  my  turn  help  finding  at  them 
44  again,  when  I  am  upon  the  Ex- 
44  change,  and  fee  how  many  there  are 
44  fhivering  with  cold,  becaufe  they 
44  fear  that  appearing  in  a  warmer 
44  drefs,  they  Ihould  look  old,  or  im- 
44  prefs  the  women  with  a  notion  as 
44  if  they  were  not  of  a  ffrong  conlti- 
44  tution,”  I  know  very  well  that 
what  I  have  faid  is  liable  to  exceo- 
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tions  ;  but,  I  believe,  they  are  not 
very  numerous.  A  general  diflike 
to  the  character  of  old  age  feems  to 
prevail,  though  every  one  entertains 
a  defire  to  prolong  his  years,  and 
thole  who  come  under  that  defer ip- 
tion,  cannot  but  be  miferable  if,  dis¬ 
tanced  by  time  from  the  younger 
world,  they  are  incapable  of  indem¬ 
nifying  themfelves  by  domeftic  and 
mental  pleafures,  joined  to  a  recol¬ 
lection  of  filch  former  days  as  have 
not  been  productive  of  remorfe. 
There  are  inftances  that  fome  of 
both  fexes  among  the  Englifli  have 
found  the  load  of  years',  the  tediouf- 
nefs  of  retirement,  and  the  neceflity 
of  renouncing  fenfual  pleafures,  fo 
burdenfome,  that  they  have  rid  them¬ 
felves  of  a  difpleafing  exiftence  as 
foon  as  poflible.” 
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OBSERVATIONS  on  the  WRITERS  of  the  NEW  COMEDY 
among  the  GREEKS;  with  a  CRITICAL  VIEW  of  the 
FRAGMENTS  of  MENANDER. 

[From  the  Fifth  Volume  of  the  Observer.] 


«  1\T OTHING  now  remains  for 
completing  the  literary- 
annals  of  Greece,  according  to  the 
plan  I  have  proceeded  upon  in  the 
foregoing  volumes,  but  to  give  fome 
account  of  the  drama  within  that  pe¬ 
riod  of  time,  which  commences  with 
the  death  of  Alexander  of  Macedon, 
and  concludes  with  that  of  Menan¬ 
der,  or  at  moil:  extends  to  a  very  few 
years  beyond  it,  when  the  curtain 
may  figuratively  be  faid  to  have 
dropt  upon  all  the  glories  of  the 
Athenian  ftage. 

“  This,  though  the  laft,  is  yet  a 
brilliant  aera,  for  now  flourifned  Me¬ 
nander,  Philemon,  Biphilus,  Apol- 
lodorus,  Philippides,  Pofidippus ; 
poets  no  lefs  celebrated  for  the  lux- 
uriancy  than  for  the  elegance  of  their 
genius ;  all  writers  of  the  New  Co¬ 
medy  ;  which,  if  it  had  not  all  the 
wit  and  fire  of  the  old  fatirical  drama 
produced  in  times  of  greater  public 
freedom,  is  generally  reputed  to  have 
been  far  fuperior  to  it  in  delicacy, 
regularity,  and  decorum.  All  at¬ 
tacks  upon  living  characters  ceafed 
with  what  is  properly  denominated 
the  Old  Comedy  ;  the  writers  of  the 
Middle  Clafs  contented  themfelves 
with  venting  their  raillery  upon  the 
works  of  their  dramatic  predecef- 
fors  ;  the  perfons  and  politics  of  their 
contemporaries  were  fafej  whereas 


neither  the  hivhefl  ftation,  nor  the 
brighteft  talents  wTere  any  fure  pro-' 
tedtion  from  the  unreftrained  invec¬ 
tives  of  the  comic  mufe  in  her  earlieit 
failies. 

“  The  poets  under  our  prefent  . 
review  were  not  however  fo  clofely 
circumfcribed,  as  to  be  afraid  of  in¬ 
dulging  their  talent  for  ridicule  and 
fatire  upon  topics  of  a  general  na¬ 
ture  ;  without  a  latitude  like  this,  co¬ 
medy  could  hardly  have  exifred;  but 
this  -was  not  all,  for  amongfl  their 
fragments  fome  are  to  be  found, 
which  advance  fentiments  and  opi¬ 
nions  fo  diredtly  in  the  teeth  of  the  / 
popular  religion,  that  we  cannot  but 
admire  at  the  extraordinary  tolera¬ 
tion  of  their  pagan  audiences.  Juf- 
tin  quotes  a  p adage  from  Menan¬ 
der’s  comedy  of  the  Charioteer,  in 
which  an  old  mendicant  is  intro¬ 
duced  carrying  about  a  painted  figure 
of  the  great  mother  of  the  gods,  after 
the  manner  of  the  prefent  popifh 
rofaries,  and  begging  a  boon  as  ufual 
on  thofe  occafions ;  the  perfon  ad- 
drefied  for  his  fubfcription,  con- 
temptuoufly  replies — u  I  have  no 
u  relifh  for  fuch  deities  as  ffroll 
u  about  witli  an  old  beggar-woman 
a  from  door  to  door,  nor  for  that 
a  painted  cloth  you  have  the  impu- 
u  dence  to  thruft  into  my  prefence  : 

“  let  me  tell  you,  woinan,  if  your 
F  2  mother 
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44  mother  of  the  gods  was  good  for 
44  any  thing,  file  would  keep  to  her 
«  own  Ration, and  take  charge  of  none 
64  but  thofe  who  merit  her  protec- 
44  tion  by  their  piety  and  devotion.” 
This  rebuff  is  of  a  piece  with  the  furly 
anfwer  of  the  cynic  Antifthenes, 
recorded  by  Clemens  Alexandrin'us, 
when,  being  teamed  by  thefe  men¬ 
dicants,  the  philofopher  replied— 
44  Let  the  gods  provide  for  their  own 
44  mother;  I  am  not  bound  to  rnain- 
44  tain  her.”  In  another  fragment, 
quoted  both  by  Clemens  and  Eufe- 
bius,  Menander  breaks  forth  into  a 
Bolder  rhapfody,  which  breathes  the 
fpirit  and  nearly  the  very  words  of 
the  Hebrew  prophets  :  a  perfcdu  (in 
what  drama  does  not  appear)  ad- 
dreftes  his  companion  in  the  fcene 
to  this  effect — 44  If  any  man,  O  Pam- 
philus,  thinks  that  God  will  be 
44  well  pleafed  with  the  facrifice  of 
64  multitudes  of  oxen  or  of  goats,  or 
44  of  any  other  victims ;  or  by 
44  robing  his  images  in  cloth  of  gold 
44  and  purple,  and  decking  them  out 
44  with  ivory  and  emeralds ;  that 
44  man  deceives  himfelf,  and  his 
*  imaginations  are  vain;  let  him 
44  rather  ftudy  to  conciliate  God’s 
44  favour  by  doing  good  to  all  men ; 
64  let  him  abftain  from,  violation  and 
44  adultery ;  let  him  not  commit 
44  theft  or  murder,  through  the  luff 
**  of  money ;  nay,  covet  not,  O 
u  Pamphilus,  fo  much  even  as  the 
44  thread  of  another’s  needle,  for 
44  God  is  ever  prefen  t,  and  his  eye  is 
44  upon  thee.”  This  will  ferve  in 
the  place  of  many  more  paiTages, 
which  might  be  adduced,  to  prove 
that  the  comic  poets  of  this  period 
were  not  only  bold  decl aimers  againfl 
the  vice  and  immorality  of  the  ace 
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they  lived  in,  but  that  they  ventured 
upon  truths  and  doftrines  in  religion 
totally  irreccncileable  to  the  popular 


the  WRITERS  of  the 

fuperftition  and  idolatries  of  th& 
heathen  world. 

It  was  on  the  New  Comedy  of  the: 
Greeks  that  the  Roman  writers  in 
general  founded  their’s,  and  this  they 
feem  to  have  accompli fhed  by  the 
fervile  vehicle  of  tranflation :  it  is- 
faid  that  Terence  alone  tranflated  all 
Menander  s  plays,  and  thefe  by  the 
low  eft  account  amounted  to  eighty  ; 
feme  authorities  more  than  double 
them,  an  improbable  number  to  have 
been  compofed  by  a  poet,  who  died 
at  the  age  or  fifty,  or  very  little 
after. 

“  Quin  et  long?,  dies  delebit  fcripta  Me* 
nandri,  » 

Et  qvando^ue  levis  carmina  pul  vis  erunt. 

(t.  faeer.)> 

44  Menander  was-  born  at  Athens,; 
the  fon  of  Diopefhes  and  Hegefife 
trata :  he  was  educated  in  the  fchool 
©f  Theophraftus  the  peripatetic, 
Ariftotle’s  fucceflbr  :  at  the  early  age 
of  twenty  he  began  to  write  far  the*-' 
ftage,  and  his  paffions  feem  to  have 
been  no  lefs  forward  and  impetuous- 
than  his  genius  ;'  his  attachment  to* 
the.  fair  fex,  and  efpecially  to  his  mif- 
trefs  Give  era,  is  upon  record,  and  was 
vehement  in  the  extreme ;  fevera! 
of  his  epi fries  to  that  celebrated 
courtefan,  written  in  a  very  ardent 
ft ile,  were  collected  and  made  public 
after  his  deceafe:  fee  celebrity  of  his: 
mufe,  and  the  brilliancy  of  his  wife 
were  probably  ills  chief  recommen¬ 
dations  to  that  lady’s  favour ;  for  it 
Gould  feem  that  nature  had  not  been 
very  partial  to  his  external,  betides 
which  he  tquinted  moft  egregioufly,. 
and  was  of  a  temper  extremely  irafci- 
ble  :  if  we  were  to  take  his  character 
as  a  writer  from  no  other  authorities 
but1  of  the  fragments,  we  fiiould  form- 
a  very  different  idea  from  that  of 

j 

Pliny,  who  fays  he  was  omnis  luxuries 

iiiiertyesy 
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interpret,  and  this  even  Plutarch,  his 
avowed  panegyrift,  is  candid  enough 
to  admit-;  Ovid  alfo  fays  : 

u  The  gay  Menander  charms  each  youth¬ 
ful  heart, 

i(  And  love  in  very  fable  claims  a  part/* 

u  Plowever  this  may  be,  the  re¬ 
mains,  which  have  come  down  to  us, 
bear  the  ftarnp  of  an  auftere  and 
gloomy  mufe  rather  than  of  a  wan¬ 
ton  and  voluptuous  one  •  but  thefe  it 
mu  ft  be  owned  prove  little :  Terence 
is  fuppofed  to  have  copied  all  his  co¬ 
medies  from  Menander,  except  the 
Phormio  and  the  Hecyra,  and  he 
gives  us  the  beff  infight  into  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  his  elegant  original. 

u  Ail  Greece  feems  to  have  joined 
in  lamenting  the  premature  lofs  of 
this  celebrated  poet,  who  unfortu¬ 
nately  per iflied  as  he  was  bathing  in 
the  Firman  harbour,  to  which  Ovid 
alludes  in  his  Ibis — - 

*l  Comicus  ut  iiquidis  periit  dum  -Eabat  in 
audis. 

This  happened  hi  Olympiad 
ClXXII ;  his  firft  comedy,  intitled 
Orge,  was  performed  in  Olympiad 
CXV,  which  gives  him  fomething 
lefs  than  thirty  years  for  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  more  than  one  hundred 
plays,  and  if  we  take  the  former  ac¬ 
count  of  his  beginning  to  write  for 
the  ftage  at  the  age  of  twenty,  it  will 
.agree  with  what  we  have  before  f&id 
refpeding  the  age  at  which  life  died. 

“  Fatal  as  was  the  Pirsean  fea  to 
The  perfon  of  this  lamented  poet, 
pofterity  has  more  caufe  to  execrate 
that  barbarous  gulph,  which  has 
fw allowed  up  his  works;  nor  his 
alone,  but  thofe  of  above  two  hun¬ 
dred  other  dramatic  poets,  whole  la¬ 
bours  are  totally  loft  and  extinguifh- 
ed.  We  have  fome  lines  of  Callima- 
•chus  upon  the  death  of  Menander, 
who  was  ore  amongft  many  of  his 


poetic  furvivors,  that  paid  the  tri¬ 
bute  of  their  ingenuous  borrow  t© 
his  memory :  nor  poets  only,  but 
.princes  bewailed  his  lofs,  particu¬ 
larly  Ptolemy  the  fon  of  Lagus,  who 
loved  and  favoured  him  very  greatly, 
and  maintained  a  friendly  correfpon- 
dence  with  him  till  his  death ;  fbme 
of  Menander’s  letters  to  this  prince 
were  puhliihed  with  thofe  addreOM 
to  his  belovecj  Glycera. 

u  f  hough  many  great  authorities 
concur  in  placing  Menander  decid¬ 
edly  at  the  head  of  all  the  comic 
writers  of  his  time,  yet  his  contem¬ 
poraries  mull  have  been  of  a  different 
opinion,  or  die  his  rivals  were  more 
popular  with  their  judges,  for  out 
eft  one  hundred  and  five  comedies^ 
winch  Apollodorus  aferibes  to  him, 
he  tells  us  that  he  obtained  only 
eight  prizes,  and  that  Philemon  in 
particular  triumphed  over  him  in 
the  fuffrages  or  the  theatre  very  fre¬ 
quently.  If  thefe  decifions  were  f© 
glaringly  unjuft  and  partial  as  we 
are  taught  to  believe  they  were,  w:e 
have  tome  fort  of  apology  for  the 
farcaftic  queftion  put  to  his  fuccefsful 
competitor,  when  upon  meeting  him 
he  laid — u  Do  you  not  blufli,  Phi- 
u  lemon,  when  you  prevail  over 
u  me?”  1  his  -anecdote  however  at 
beft  only  proves  that  Menander  rated 
Pis  own  merits  very  highly,  and  that, 
if  they  were  unjuftly  treated  by  thofe, 
who  decided  for  Philemon,  he  laid 
the  blame  upon  the  wrong  perfon, 
and  betrayed  a  very  irritable  temper 
upon  the  occafion. 

“  V/e  have  a  ceded  ion  of  Me¬ 
nander  s  fragments,  and  the  titles  of 
feventy-three  comedies ;  the  frag¬ 
ments  ccnlift  only  of  fhort  fentences, 
and  do  not  give  us  the  fpirit  and  cha- 
rader  of  the  dialogue,  much  lefs  of 
any  one  entire  feene;  for  though 
Hertelius  has  gone  further  than  Gro- 
tius  and  Le  Clerc  in  arranging  them 
under  diftind  topics,  and  has  brought 
T  3  into 
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into  one  view  every  paffage  of  a  cor- 
refpondent  fort,  ftill  it  is  a  mere  dis¬ 
jointed  medley,  interefting  only  to 
the  curious,  but  affording  little  edi¬ 
fication  to  the  generality  of  readers  : 
many  of  them  however  are  to  be  re- 
fpefted  for  their  moral  fentiment, 
fbme  are  of  a  very  elevated  cad,  and 
others,  (more  in  number  than  I  could 
wifh)  of  a  gloomy,  acrimonious,  and 
morofe  quality. 

“  Ancient  authorities  are  never- 
thelefs  fo  loud  in  the  praife  of  Me¬ 
nander,  that  we  cannot  doubt  of  his 
excellence.  Quintilian,  after  ap¬ 
plauding  him  for  his  peculiar  ad- 
ctrefs  in  preferring  the  manners  and 
d iff; nations  proper  to  every  charac¬ 
ter  he  introduces  cn  his  fcene,  adds 
in  general  terms,  44  that  he  eclipfes 
44  every  writer  of  his  clafs,  and  by 
44  the  fuperior  brilliancy  of  his  ge- 
44  nius  throws  them  all  into  fhade.” 
—He  condemns  the  .perverted  judg¬ 
ment  of  his  contemporaries  for  af- 
feffing  to  prefer  Philemon  on  fo 
many  occafions;  and  C.  J.  Caffar, 
whilft  he  is  palling  a  compliment 
upon  Terence,  lilies  him  only  dj mi¬ 
di  a;  urn  Mcnandrum.  Dion  Chryfol- 
tom  recommends  him  as  a  model 
for  all  who  ftudy  to  excel  in  oratory ; 
44  and  let  none  of  our  wife  men  re- 
44  prebend  me,’’  he  adds,  44  for  pre- 
44  ferring  Menander  to  the  old  comic 
44  poets,  inafmuch  as  his  art  in  del i - 
44  neating  the  various  manners  and 
44  graces  is  more  to  be  efteemed  than 
44  all  the  force  and  vehemence  of  the 
“  ancient  drama.”  There  is  fo  much 
claliical  elegance  in  the  lines,  which 
T.  Faber  has  prefixed  to  his  edition 
of  Terence,  particularly  in  the  intro¬ 
ductory  fitanza,  and  this  is  withal  fo 
appoiite  to  the  fubjeCt  in  hand,  that 
1  iliall  here  tranfcrihe  it. 

44  Sacrum  Menandri  pectus 
Aura  jam  reliquerat, 

Vagulaque  animula 
fflyiias  penetrarat  oras ; 


Turn  dolore  percitae, 

Virgineafque 
Suffufse  lacrymis  genas. 

Hue  et  illuc  turfitarunt 
Perque  lucos,  perque  montes, 

Perque  vallium  fmus, 

Curfitarunt  Gratis, 

Querentes  fibi 
Queis  nova  fedibus 
Templa  ponere  poffent. 

44  The  various  authors,  who  have 

'  * 

contributed  to  the  collection  of  Me¬ 
nander’s  remains,  feem  to  have  ex¬ 
tracted  from  him  as  if  by  general 
agreement,  little  elfe  but  the  molt 
unfavourable  delineations  of  the  hu¬ 
man  character  :  fo  far  from  finding 
thofe  facetious  and  fprightly  fallies 
to  be  expected  from  a  comic  writer, 
thofe  voluptuous  deferiptions,  which 
Pliny  alludes  to,  or  any  fragments 
of  the  love  feenes  Ovid  tells  us  he  fo 
abounded  in,  we  meet  a  melancholy 
difplay  of  the  miferies,  the  enormi¬ 
ties,  the  repinings  of  mankind. 

44  What  can  be  more  gloomy  and 
mifanthropic  than  the  following 
drain  of  difeontent,  extracted  by 
Euftathius ! — 

“  Suppofe  fome  God  fhould  fay” — 4  Die 
when  thou  wilt, 

4  Mortal,  expedt  another  life  on  earth  ; 

4  And  for  that  life  make  choice  of  all 
creation 

4  What  thou  wilt  be ;  dog,  ftieep,  goat, 
man  or  horfe ; 

4  For  live  again  thou  muft  ;  it  is  thy  fate: 
4  Chufe  only  in  what  form  ,*  there  thou 
art  free — ’ 

44  So  help  me,  Crato,  I  would  fa'rly  an- 
fwer — 

44  Let  me  be  all  things,  any  thing  but 
man  ! 

44  He  only  of  all  creatures  feels  affliction : 

44  The  generous  horfe  is  valued  for  his 
worth, 

44  And  dog  by  merit  is  preferr’d  to  dog; 

4‘  The  warrior  cock  is  pamper’d  for  his 
courage, 

44  And  awes  the  bafer  brood — But  what 
is  man  ? 

44  Truth,  virtue,  valour,  how  do  they  avail 
him  ? 

44  Of  this  world 's  good  the  firil  and  greateft 
#iare 

44  Is 
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«  Is  flattery’s  prize ;  the  informer  takes  the 
next, 

«  And  barefaced  knavery  garbles  what  is 
left. 

I’d  rather  be  an  afs  than  what  I  am, 

“  And  fee  thefe  villains  lord  it  o’er  their 
betters.” 

«  Another  fragment  prefents  it- 
felf  of  the  fame  caff,  but  coloured  a 
little  nearer  to -the  hue  of  comedy— 


“  All  creatures  are  more  blellin  their  con¬ 


dition, 

«  And  in  their  natures  worthier  than  man. 
“  Look  at  yond  afs ! — a  forry  bead,  you  11 
Lay, 

«  And  fuch  in  truth  “he  is — poor,  haplefs 
thing ! 

«  Yet  thefe  hie  fufferings  fpring  not  from 


him  felf, 

“  For  all  that  Nature  gave  him  he.  enjoys  ; 
«  Whilft  we,  befides  our  neceffary  ills, 

«  Make  ourfelves  forrows  of  our  own  be¬ 
getting  : 

“  If  a  man  fneeze,  we're  fad— for  that  s  ill 


luck ; 

“  if  he  traduce  us,  we  run  mad  with  rage  : 

j- ^  dream,  a  vapour  throws  us  into  tei  roi  s, 
“  And  let  the  night-owl  hoot,  we  melt 


with  fear  ; 

*»  Anxieties,  opinions,  laws,' ambition, 

«  All  thefe  are  torments  we  may  thank 
ourfelves  lor. 


«■  The  reader  will  ob  fence  that 
thefe  are,  fpecimens  of  a  general  dif- 
guft  againft  mankind,  and  of  difco.n- 
tent  with  the  common  lot  of  human 
life  ;  as  fuch  they  can  clafs  with  the 
humour  of  no  other  character  but 
that  of  an  abfolute  mifanthrope,  a 
kind  of  Timon  ;  for  general  invec¬ 
tive  differs  widely  from  that  which 
is  pointed  againft  any  particular  vice 
or  folly,  and  in  fade  can  hardly  be 
conftdered  as.falling  within  tbf  pro¬ 
vince  of  comedy  in  any  cafe. 

“  If  Menander  hath  been  juftly 
celebrated  for  his  faithful  pidfures  of 
the  living  manners  of  the  age  he 
wrote  in,  we  cannot  but  receive  a 
gloomy  impreffion  from  the  dark 
and  difmal  tints,  in  which  thefe 
(ketches  are  call;  and  though  the 
age  we  live  in  hath  follies  and  failings 


[87] 

enough  frill  to  feed  the  comic  poet's 
appetite  for  fatire,  we  may  confole 
ourfelves  in  the  comparifon  of  our 
own  time  w  ith  his,  provided  the  ftage 
is  to  be  regarded  as  a  faithful  mirror 
in  both  mftances.  It  is  not,  however, 
improbable,  but  the  writers  of  the 
New  Comedy  might  fall  with  more 
feveritv  upon  general  vices  to  revenge 
themfelves  for  the  reftridtions  they 
were  fubjedted  to  with  refpedt  to 
perfonalities  :  add  to  this,  that  as  far 
as  the  early  Chriftian  writers  were 
concerned  in  1  electing  thefe  paffages, 
it  may  well  be  fuppofed  they  would 
naturally  take  the  mo’ft  moral  and 
fententioiis  from  amongft  the  come¬ 
dies  they  quoted,  and  fuch  as  afford¬ 
ed  grave  and  iifeful  remarks  upon 
life,  harmonizing  with  their  dodtrines 
and  inftrudtions.  More  efpecially  it 
is  to  be  fuppofed  that  they  would  ea¬ 
gerly  catch  at  any  of  thofe  paffages, 
which  exhibit  purer  and  more  worthy 
notions  of  the  being  and  providence 
of  God  than  the  vulgar  herd  of 
heathens  were  known  to  entertain  : 
of  this  caft  is  the  following  contemp¬ 
tuous  ridicule  upon  the  pagan  cere¬ 
mony  of  luftration. 

“  If  your  complaints  were  ferious,  ’twould 
be  well 

“  You  fought  a  ferious  cure,  but  for  weak 
minds 

“  Weak  med’cinej5  may  fdffice — Go,,  call 
around  you 

“  The  women  with  their  purifying  watery 
“  Drug  it  with  fait  and  lentils,  and  then, 
take 

“  A  treble  fprinkling  from  the  holy  mefs  : 
“  Now  i earth  your  heart ;  if  that  reproach 
you  not, 

“  Then  and  then  only  you  arc  truly  purs.  * 
(ex  FAMULQ  MATHIS  ID'S.®.) 

I  am  forry  to  remark  that  amongft  all 
the  fragments  of  this  poet  not  one 
has  been  preferved,  that  is  ftampt 
with  even  the  flight  eft  commenda¬ 
tion  of  the  fair  fex:  'on  the  contrary, 
I  find  abundance  of  invedkive,  chiefly 
againft  marriage  and  married  wcv 
A  4 
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men,  often  coarfe  and  always  bitter  : 

I  may  venture  to  fay,  if  there  was  a 
fingle  woman  in  ail  Athens,  who 
merited  one  good  word,  it  is  one 
more  than  the  ftrifteft  fcrutiny  can 
difcover  in  his  remains.  Mark  how 
he  rails  !-— 

“  If  fuch  the  fex,  was  not  the  fentence 
juft, 

«  That  riveted  Prometheus  to  his  rock  ? — 
a  — Why,  for  what  crime?— A  fpark,  a 
little  fpark ; 

But,  oh  ye  Gods !  how  infinite  the  mil- 
chief— 

That  little  fpark  gave  being  to  a  woman, 

And  let  in  a  new  race  of  plagues  to  curfe 
us. 

“  Where  is  the  man  that  weds?  ftiew  me 
the  wretch  : 

“  Woe  to  his  lot !— Infatiable  defires, 

His  nuptial  bed  defil’d,  poifonings  and 
plots 

“  ‘And  maladies  untold— thefe  are  the  fruits 
«£  Of  marriage,  thefe  the  bl'effings  of  a 
wife.” 

The  poet,  who  can  thus  lend  his  wit 
to  libel  the  greateft  bleffing  of  life, 
may  well  be  ingenious  in  depreciating 
life  itfelf. — 

The  lot  of  all  moft  fortunate  is  his, 

«  Who  having  ftaid  juft  long  enough  on 
earth 

To  feaft  his  fight  with  this  fair  face  of 
nature, 

«  Sun,  fea  and  clouds  and  Heaven’s  bright 
ftarry  fires, 

“  Drops  without  pain  into  an  early  grave. 
«  For  what  is  life,  the  longeft  life  of  man, 

(t  But  the  fame  fcene  repeated  o’er  and 
o’er  ? 

u  A  few  more  ling’ring  days  to  be  con- 
fum’d 

«£  In  throngs  and  crowds,  with  fiiarpers, 
knaves  and  thieves  ; 

From  fuch  the  lpeedieft  riddance  is  the 
beft.” 

Having  giveh  fome  paffages  from  this 
poet,  where  he  fpeakS  in  the^  charac¬ 
ter  of  a  npfanthropift,  it  is  but  juftice 
to  exhibit  him  as  a  moral ift.  If  the 
following  fragment  fuggefts  no  new 
ideas  upon  the  fubjedt  of  envy,  it 
will  at  lead:  ferve  to  convince  us  that 


mankind  in  all  ages  have  thought 
alike  upon  that  despicable  paffion— 

“  Thou  feem’ft  to  me,  young  man,  not  to 

perceive 

{C  That  every  thing  contains  within  hfelf 
“  1  he  feeds  and  fources  of  its  own  cor¬ 
ruption  : 

“  The  cankering  ruft  corrodes  the  bright- 

eft  fteel ; 

“  The  moth  frets  out  your  garment,  and 
the  worm 

“  Eats  its  flow  way  into  the  folid  oak; 

“  But  envy,  of  all  things  the  word, 

“  The  fame  to-day,  to-morrow,  and  for 
ever, 

“  Saps  and  confumes  the  heart  in  which  it 
lurks.’  * 

In  the  fragment  next  enfuing  an  old 
man  is  reproved  for  the  vice  of  cove- 
toufnefs ;  there  is  a  delicacy  in  the 
manner  of  it,  that  well  becomes  both 
the  age  and  condition  of  the  fpeaker, 
for  he  is  a  youth,  and  fon  to  the  cha¬ 
racter  whom  he  ad  cl  redes.  This  frag¬ 
ment  is  extracted  from  the  comedy 
intitled  Dvfcolus  (the  Churl)  which 
Plautus  is  faid  to  have  tranflated  and 
performed  under  its  original  title  ; 
but  of  this  only  a  few  fragments  re¬ 
main  in  our  volume  of  that  poet ;  pro¬ 
bably  the  father  herein  addrefled  is 
the  perfon  who  gives  mm s  to  the  co¬ 
medy — 

“  W eak  is  the  vanity  that  beads  of  riches, 

* 

“  For  they  are  fleeting  things ;  were  they 
not  fuch, 

“  Could  they  be  your’s  to  all  fucceeding 
time, 

“  ’T  were  wife  to  let  none  fhare  in  the 
pofleflion : 

“  But  if  whate’er  you  have  is  held  of  for¬ 
tune 

“  And  not  of  right  inherent,  why,  my  fa¬ 
ther, 

tc  Why  with  fuch  niggard  jealoufy  engrofs 
“  What  the  nest  hour  may  ravifti  from 
your  grafp, 

“  Apd  call  into  fome  worthlefs  favourite’s 
lap  ? 

“  Snatch  then  the  fvvift  occafion  while  ’tis 
y  pur’s ; 

“  Put  tills  unftable  boon  to  noble  ufes ; 

“  Fofter  the  wants  of  men,  impart  your 
wealth 
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«  And  purchafc  friends ;  ’twill  be  more 
lafting  treafure, 

«  And,  when  misfortune  comes,  your  beft 
refource.” 

“  There  is  another  fragment  of  a 
more  comic  fort,  which  is  a  relique 
of  The  Minftrel,  pointed  at  the  fame 
vice — 

{<  Ne’er  truft  me,  Phanias,  but  I  thought 
till  now, 

“  That  you  rich  fellows  had  the  knack  of 
fleeping 

«  A  good  found  nap,  that  held  you  for  the 
night ; 

“  And  not  like  us  poor  rogues,  who  tofs 
and  turn, 

«  Sighing,  Ah  me  !  and  grumbling  at  our 
duns :  * 

But  now  I  find ,  in  fpite  of  all  your  money, 

« ‘  You  reft  no  better  than  your  needy  neigh¬ 
bours, 

«  And  forrow  is  the  common  lot  of  all.” 

We  are  indebted  to  Plutarch  for  a 
very  refpedtable  fragment  of  his  fa¬ 
vourite  poet ;  he  quotes  it  for  the 
confolatory  advice  it  contains,  and 
addrefles  it  to  Apollonius ;  I  give  it 
to  my  readers  as  one  of  the  mold 
valuable  fpeciniens  of  its  author. 

<<  If  vou,  O  Trophimus,  and  you  alone 
“  Qf  all  your  mother’s  fons  have  Nature’s 
charter 

«  For  privilege  of  pleafures  uncontroul’d, 
With  full  exemption  from  the  ftrokes  cf 
Fortune, 

“  And  that  fome  god  hath  ratified  the 
grant, 

“  You  then  with  caufe  may  vent  your  loud 
reproach, 

“  For  he  hath  broke  your  charter  and  be¬ 
tray'd  you  : 

<«  But  if  you  live  a  id  breathe  the  common 
air 

«<  On  the  fame  terms  as  we  do,  then  I  tell 
you, 

“  And  tell  it  in  the  tragic  poet's  words  — 
‘  Of  your  phikfophy  you  make  no  ufe, 

<  If  you  give  place  to  ccidental  £vils— •’ 

«  1  be  fum  of  which  phil  .f  >phy  is  this  — 
You  are  a  man,  and  therefore  Fortune’s 

fp'rr, 

u  This  hour  exalted  and  the  next  abas  d  : 

«  You  are  a  man, and,  mo’ by  nature  weak, 

«  By  nature  arrogant,  climbing  to  heights 


“  That  mock  your  reach  and  crufh  you  in 
the  fall : 

“  Nor  was  the  blefTmg  you  have  loft  the 
beft 

“  Of  all  life’s  bleflings,  nor  is  your  misfor* 
tune 

“  The  world  of  it’s  afflictions ;  therefore, 

T  rophimus, 

“  Make  it  not  fuch  by  overftrain’d  com-* 
plaints, 

ts  But  to  vourdifappointment  fuit  your  for* 
ro  w.” 

The  lines  quoted  from  Shakfpere’s 
Julius  Caefar,  not  only  correfpond 
with  the  exadt  meaning  of  the  ori¬ 
ginal,  but  are  alfo  appolite  as  a  quo¬ 
tation  from  a  tragic  poet,  Menander 
himfelf  having  applied  the  words  of 
fome  one  of  the  writers  of  tragedy, 
probably  Euripides. 

“  Amongll  the  fmailer  fragments 
there  are  feveral  good  apothegms, 
fome  brief  moral  maxims  well  ex- 
prefTed,  and  though  not  many  of 
thofe  witty  points,  which  are  fo  fre¬ 
quent  in  Ariftophanes,  yet  there  are 
fome  fpecimens  of  the  vis  comica , 
which  have  a  very  ingenious  turn  of 
words  in  their  own  tongue  ;  but  ge¬ 
nerally  fuch  paflages  elude  tranflation. 
— This  quaint  confellion  from  the 
mouth  of  an  old  mifer  is  of  tli^t  fort. 
— 44  I  own  I  am  rich,  abominably 
44  rich  ;  all  the  world  accufes  me  of 
44  being  a  very  warm  old  fellow,  but 
44  not  a  foul  alive  can  dander  me  ib 
44  far  as  to  fay  I  am  a  happy  one.” — 
The  following  ferap  once  belonged 
to  The  Thraiyleon ; 

“  You  fay  not  always  wifely,  Know 
thyfclf ! 

(l  Know  others,  oft  times  is  the  better 
maxim.” 

A  ftrong  moral  truth  told  with  epi¬ 
grammatic  neatnefs  ftrikes  me  in  this 
pointed  remark— 

\ 

“  Of  all  bad  things,  with  which  mankind 
are  curft, 

Their  own  bad  tempers  furely  are  the 
worft.” 

I  could 
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I  could  not  pafs  over  a  fhort  but 
touching  apoilrophe  quoted  from  the 
comedy  of  The  Olynthian— 

What  pity  ’tis,  when  happy  Nature 

rears 

*  A  noble  pile,  that  Fortune  fliould  o’er- 

throw  it !” 

I  fhall  conclude  with  a  fragment  of 
the  declamatory  fort,  not  as  offering 
any  novelty  either  in  the  fentiment 
or  exprefiion,  but  limply  for  the  fake 
of  vontrailmg  it  with  other  fpeci- 
mens — > 

“  If  you  v/oa’d  know  of  what  frail  Huff 
your  made, 

«  Go  to  the  tombs  of  the  illuftrious  dead  ; 
There  reft  the  bones  of  kings,  there  ty- 
rant§  rot ; 

■«  There  deep  the  rich,  the  noble,  and  the 
'  wdfe ; 

«  There  pride,  ambition,  beauty’s  fairtfc 
form, 

*  AH  duft  alike,  compound  one  common 

siafs : 

«  Refledl  on  thefe,  and  in  them  fee  your- 
felf.'* 

1  now  tkke  leave  of  Menander,  the 
moll  renowned  of  the  writers  of  the 
latter  comedy,  and  if  my  readers  fhall 
remark,  that  thefe  fragments  of  a 


poet  fo  eminent  in  his  time  offer  no¬ 
thing,  which  has  not  been  faid  over 
and  over  again  by  poets  of  our  own, 
I  hope  it  will  ferve  to  ftrengthen 
their  convidtion,  that  frequently  there 
fhall  be  a  coincidence  of  fentiment 
and  exprefiion  between  authors  with¬ 
out  communication ;  for  it  will  hard¬ 
ly  be  fuppofed  that  plagiarifms  have 
been  committed  upon  thefe  fragments, 
and  much  lefs  upon  others  of  more 
obfc-urity,  which  I  have  in  former 
papers  introduced  into  our  language. 

In  fhort  I  fhould  be  happy,  if 
any  thing  I  have  done  now  or  may 
hereafter  do,  fhall  ferve  to  mitigate 
the  zeal  of  critics  for  detecting  their 
contemporaries  in  pretended  pilfer- 
ings  .and  mifdemeanours,  where  the 
letter  of  the  law  may  perhaps  appear 
again!!  them,  but  the  fpirit  of  it,  if 
interpreted  with  candour,  condemns 
them  not.  I  would  call  upon  them, 
at  Terence  did  upon  his  audience,  to 
reflect  that  men  in  ail  ages  will  think 
and  fpeak  alike.— 

Nullum  eft  jam  dicftum,  quod  non  diftubJ 
fit  prius  : 

Quare  aiquum  eft  vos  cognofcere  atque  ig- 
nofctre, 

Quae  veteresfadlitarunt  fi  faciunt  noyi,” 
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[Extracted  from  Dr.  Ferriar’s  EBay  on  the  Dramatic  Writings  of  that 
Poet,  in  the  Third  Volume  of  the  Memoirs  of  the  Literary  and, 
Phil  os  ophical  Society  of  Ma  n  Chester  ] 

* — — — ■  Res  antiquse  Ludis  et  artfs 

Ingredior,  fan&os  stilus  recludere  fontes. 

VlRG. 


TT  might  be  urged,  as  a  proof 
J_  of  our  polTeffmg  a  fuperfluity 
'of  good  plays  in  our  language,  that 
one  of  cur  beft  dranpatic  writers  is 


very  generally  difregarded.  B 
whatever  conclufion  may  be  drawn 
from  this  faff,  it  will  not  be  eafy  fo 
free  the  public  from  the  fufpicion  of 

caprice. 
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caprice,  while  it  continues  to  idolize 
Shakfpeare,,  and  to  neglea  an  author 
not  often  much  inferior,  and  fome- 
times  nearly  equal  to  that  wonderful 
poet.  Maffinger’s  fate  has  indeed 
been  hard,  far  beyond  the  common 
topics  of  the  infelicity  of  genius.  He 
was  not  merely  denied  the  fortune 
for  which  he  laboured,  and  the  fame 
which  he  merited  ;  a  ftili  more  cruel 
circumftance  has  attended  his  produc¬ 
tions  :  literary  pilferers  have  built 
their  reputation  on  his  obfcurity,  and 
the  popularity  of  their  Rolen  beauties 
has  diverted  the  public  attention 
from  the  excellent  original. 

a  An  attempt  was  made  in  favour 
of  this  injured  post,  in  1761,  by  a 
new  edition  of  his  works,  attended 
with  a  critical  differtation  on  the  old 
Englifh  dramatifts,  in  which,  though 
compofed  with  fpirit  and  elegance, 
there  is  little  to  be  found  refpedfing 
Maffinger.  Another  edition  appear¬ 
ed  in  1773,  but  the  poet  remained 
unexamined.  Perhaps  Maffinger  is 
ftili  unfortunate  in  his  vindicator. 

“  The  fame  irregularity  of  plot, 
and  difregard  of  rules,  appear  in 
JVIaftinger’s  productions,  as  in  thofe 
of  his  cotemporaries.  O11  this  fub- 
jeft,  Shakfpeare  has  been  fo  well  de¬ 
fended,  that  it  is  unneceflarv  to  add 
any  arguments  in  vindication  of  our 
poet.  There  is  every  reafon  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  Maffinger  did  not  negleft 
the  ancient  rules  from  ignorance,  for 
he  appears  to  be  one  of  our  1110ft  learn¬ 
ed  writers  (notwithftanding  the  in- 
ftpid  fneer  of  Anthony  W ood  *  ; ) 
and  Cartwright,  who  was  confeffedly 
a  man  of  great  erudition,  is  not  more 
attentive  to  the  unities  than  any 
other  poet  of  that  age.  But  our  au¬ 
thor,  like  Shakfpeare,  wrote  for  bread : 
it  appears,  from  different  parts  of  his 


*  A  thenx  Qxon.  vol.  I, 


works  f ,  that  much  of  His  life  had 
paffed  in  flavifh  dependence,  and 
penury  is  not  apt  to  encourage  a  de- 
ftre  of  fame.  .  1 

“  One  obfervation,  however,  may 
be  rifked  on  our  irregular  and  regu¬ 
lar  plays  ;  that  the  former  are  more 
pleating  to  the  tafte,  and  the  latter  to 
the  underftanding  :  readers  muff  de¬ 
termine,  then,  whether  it  is  better  to' 
feel  or  to  approve.  Maffinger  s  dra¬ 
matic  art  is  too  great  to  allow  a  faint 
fenfe  of  propriety  to  diyeli  on  the 
mind,  in  perilling  his  pieces  ;  he  in¬ 
flames  or  foothes,  excites  the  ftrongfeft 

'  o  O 

terror,  or  the  fofteft  pity,  with  all 
the  energy  and  power  of  a  true  poet. 

u  But  if  we  admit  that  an  irregu¬ 
lar  plot  fubjecfts  a  writer  to  peculiar 
clifad vantages,  the  force  of  Maffm- 
ger’s  genius  will  appear  more  evi¬ 
dently,  from  this  very  conceffion. 
The  intereft  of  his  pieces  is,  for  the. 
moft  part,  ftrong  and  well  defined  ; 
the  ftory,  though  worked  up  to  a. 
ftudied  intricacy,  is,  in  general,  re- 
folved  with  as  much  eafe  and  proba¬ 
bility  as  its  nature  will  permit ;  at¬ 
tention  is  never  difgufted  by  antici¬ 
pation,  nor  tortured  with  unneceffary 
delay.  The'fe  characters  are  appli¬ 
cable  to  moft  of  Maffmuer’s  own 

•  •  o 

productions  ;  but  in  thofe  which  he 
wrote  jointly  with  other  dramatift^ 
the  intereft  is  often  weakened,  by  in¬ 
cidents,  which  that  age  permitted, 
but  which  the  prefent  would  not  en¬ 
dure.  Thus,  in  the  Renegado  j,  the 
honour  of  Paulina  is  preferred  from 
the  brutality  of  her  Turkifti  maker, 
by  the  influence  of  a  relic,  which  {he 
wears  on  her  breaft  :  in  the  Virgin 
Martyr,  the  heroine  is  attended. 


f  See  particularly  the  dedication  cf  the 
Maid  of  Honour  and  Great  Duke  of  Flo¬ 
rence. 

t  This  play  was  write  n  by  Ma  dinger 
alone. 

through 
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through  all  her  fufferings  by  an  an¬ 
gel  dilguifed  as  her  page;  her  pio- 
fecutor  is  urged  on  to  deftroy  her  by 
an  attendant  fiend  alfo  in  difguife*. 
Here  our  anxiety  for  the  diftreiTed, 
and  our  hatred  of  the  wicked,  are 
completely  ft  filed,  and  we  are  more 
•eafily  aietfied  by  fome  burlefiqiie 
pafTages  which  follow,  in  the  fame 
legendary  ftraki.  In  the  laft  quoted 
play,  the  attendant  angel  picks  the 
pockets  of  two  debauchees,  and  Theo- 
philus  overcomes  the  deyil  by  means 
•of  a  crofs  compofed  of  flowers  which 
Dorothea  had  fent  him  from  para- 
dife. 

w  The  ftory  of  the  Bondman  is 
more  intricate  than  that  of  the  Duke 
of  Milan,  yet  the  former  is  a  more 
interefting  play ;  for  in  the  latter, 
the  motives  of  Francifco’s  conduct, 
which  occafion  the  a  i  ft  refs  of  the 
piece,  are  only  difclofed  in  narration, 
at  the  beginning  of  the  fifth  aft :  we 
therefore  confider  him,  till  that  mo¬ 
ment,  as  a  man  abfurdly  and  unna¬ 
turally  vicious :  but  in  the  Bondman, 
we  have  frequent  glimpfes  of  a  con¬ 
cealed  fplendour  in  the  character  of 
Pifander,  which  keep  our  attention 
fixed,  and  exalt  our  expectation  of 
the  cataftrophe.  A  more  flunking 
comparifon  might  be  inftituted  be¬ 
tween  the  Fatal  Dowry  of  our  au¬ 
thor,  and  Rowe’s  copy  of  it  in  his 


*  The  idea  of  devil-fervsnts  is  not  new 
In  Ergliili  literature  G-ralous  Cambrenfis, 
sn  his  Defcription  of  Wales,  mentions  a 
.gentleman  named  Stakepodl,  in  the  county 
•oi  Pembroke,  who  had  a  demon  in  difguife 
for  his  fteward.  -He  was  a  faithful,  diligent 
dev;!  ( boi,t s  a-concmvs)  and  his  only  pecu¬ 
liarity  was  that  he  never  went  to  church. 
Another  d<  mon,  lei's  confcicntious,  attach¬ 
ed  himfelf  to  an  archbi&op  (in  Dacia, 
•faith  Giraldus,  nojit-is  diebus J  under  the  form 
•of  a  clergyman,  and  was  a  particular  fa¬ 
vourite  of  the  good  prelate  till  he  acciden¬ 
tally  betrayed  himfelf.  Cambdeni  Angl. 
Normafln,  &c.  Hill  p.  835. 


Fair  Penitent;  but  this  is  very  fully 
and  judicioufly  done  by  the  author 
of  the  Obferver  f ,  who  has  proved 
lufficiently,  that  the  intereft  of  the 
Fair  Penitent  is  much  weakened,  by 
throwing  into  narration  v/h at  Maf- 
finger  had  forcibly  reprefented  cm 
the  Page.  Yet  Rowe’s  play  is  ren¬ 
dered  much,  mere  regular  by  the  al¬ 
teration.  Farquhar’s  Inconjftant, 
which  is  taken  from  our  author’s 
Guardian,  and  Fletcher’s  Wild-goofe 
Ghace,  is  conftderably  lefs  elegant 
and  lefs  interefting,  by  the  plagiary’s 
indiferetion ;  the  lively,  fa  etious 
Durazzo  of  Maflmner  is  transformed 

o 

into  a  naufeous  buffoon,  in  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  Old  Mirabel. 

u  The  art  and  judgment  with 
which  our  poet  conduits  his  inci¬ 
dents  are  every  where  admirable! 
In  the  Duke  of  Milan,  our  pity  for 
Marcella  would  infpire  a  deteftatiom 
of  ail  the  other  characters,  if  ftie  did 
not  facilitate  her  ruin  by  the  indul- 
gence  of  an  excefiive  pride.  In  the 
Bondman,  Cleora  would  be  defpi- 
cable  when  ftie  changes  her  lover,  if 
Leofthenes  had  not  rendered  him¬ 
felf  unworthy  of  her,  bv  a  mean  lea- 
louiy.  The  violence  of  Almira’s 
paffion,  in  the  Very  Woman,  pre¬ 
pares  us  for  its  decay.  Many  de¬ 
tached  feenes  in  thefe  pieces  poflefs 
uncommon  beauties  of  incident  and 
fituation.  Of  this  kind,  are  the  in¬ 
terview  between  Charles  V.  and 
Sforza  f,  which,  though  notorioufly 
contrary  to  true  hiftory,  and  very  de¬ 
ficient  in  the  rep  relent  at  ion  of  the 
emperor,  arrefis  our  attention,  and 
awakens  our  feelinys  in  the  ftronqeft 
manner  ;  the  conference  of  Mat¬ 
thias  and  Baptifta,  -when  Sophia’s 
virtue  become^  fufixdfc.d  { j ;  the  plead- 


f  No.  88,  89,  90. 

|  Duke  of  Milan,  Aft  II. 

Jj  PiCtuiCv 

lags 
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iugs  in  the  Fatal  Dowry,  refpefting 
the  funeral  rites  of  Charolois ;  the 
interview  between  Don  John,  dif- 
guifed  as  a  (lave,  and  his  miftrefs,  to 
whom  he  relates  his  ftory  * ;  but, 
above  all,  the  meeting  of  Pifander 
and  Cleora  f ,  after  he  has  excited  die 
revolt  of  the  (laves,  in  order  to  get 
her  within  his  power.  Thefe  fcenes 
are  eminently  diftinguifhed  by  their 
novelty,  correl  nefs,  and  intend:  ; 
the  molt  minute  critic  will  find  little 
'wanting,  and  the  lover  of  truth  and 
»a.\ ire  can  fufiR  .-nothing  to  be  taken 
aw  uy. 

"  It  k  no  reoroacb  of  our  author, 
tb:..  the  foundation  of  fever  ah  per¬ 
il  ..or:  ;  ,..e  traced  in 

diiletciU  l.iitorians  or  novelifts  :  for 
in  fup'olyia?  himfelf  from  thefe 
four  es,  he  followed  the  practice  or 
tue  age.  Shanfpeaie,  Johnlon,  and 
tine  reft,  are  not  more  original,  in 
tins  rCfpeft,  than  our  poet ;  if  Cart- 
wri:d  t  may  be  exempted,  he  is  the 
©my  exception  to  this  remark.  As- 
the  minds  of  an  audience,  unac¬ 
quainted  with  the  models  of  anti¬ 
quity.  could  only  be  selected  by  im¬ 
mediate  application  to  their  paiiions, 
our  old  writers  crowded  as  many  in¬ 
cidents,  and  of  as  perplexing  a  nature 
as  poliible,  into  their  works,  to  fup- 
port  anxiety  and  expectation  to  their 
utmoft  height.  In  our  reformed 
tragic  fchool,  our  pleafure  arifes  from 
the  contemplation  of  the  writer’s  art ; 
and  inflead  of  eagerly  watching  for 
the  unfold  mg  of  the  plot,  (the  imagi¬ 
nation  being  left  at  liberty  by  the 
Simplicity  of  the  action,)  we  confi- 
der  whether  it  be  properly  conduct¬ 
ed.  Another  reafon,  however,  may 
be  aihgned  for  the  intricacy  of  thole 
plots-,  namely,  the  prevailing  tafte  for 
the  manners  and  writings  of  Italy. 


*  A  V  ry  Woman, 
f  Loildmau. 


During  the  whole  of  the  fifteenth,, 
and  part  of  the  feventeenth  century, 
Italy  was  the  feat  of  elegance  and: 
arts,  which  the  other  European  na~ 
tions  had  begun  to  admire,  but  not 
to-  imitate.  From  caufes  which  it 
would  be  foreign  to  the  prelent  pur- 
pofe  to  enumerate,  the  Italian  writers 
abounded  in  complicated  and  inte- 
refting  (lories,  which  were  eagerly 
feized  by  a  people  not  well  qualified 
for  invention  j  ;  but  the  richnefs, 
variety  and  diftinftnefs  of  character 
which  our  writers  added  to  thofe 
teles,  conferred  beauties  on  therm 
which  charm  us  at  this  hour,  how¬ 
ever  difguifed  by  the  alterations  of 
mariners  and  language. 

u  Exact  diferimination  and  con- 
lYLitncy  of '‘character  appear  in  all 
Malingers  productions;  fometimes, 
indeed,  the  in  ter  eft  of  the  play  buf¬ 
fers  by  his  fcruptilous  attention  tor 
them.  Thus,  in  the  Fatal  Dowry* 
Charolois’s  fortitude  and  determined 
fenfe  of  honour  are  carried  to  a  molt 
unfeeling  and  barbarous  degree ;  and 
Francifco’s  villainy,  in  the  Duke  of 
Milan,  is  cold  and  confiderate  be¬ 
yond  nature.  But  here  we  muff 
again  plead  the  fa  id  neceffity  under 
which  our  poet  laboured,  of  pleafing 
his  audience  at  any  rate.  It  was  the 
prevailing  opinion,  that  the  charac¬ 
ters  ought  to  approach  towards  each? 
other  as  little  as  poliible.  This  was 
termed  art,  and  in  confequence  of 
this,  as  Dr.  Hurd  obferves  jj,  feme 
writers  of  that  time  have  founded 
their  characters  on  aloft  raft  ideas,  m- 
ftead  of  copying  from  real  life.  Thofe 
delicate  and  beautiful  (hades  of  man- 


\  Cartwright  and  Congreve,  who  re- 
femble  each  other  itrongly  in  fame  re¬ 
markable  circumfta-nces,  are  almoft  our 
only  dramatifis  who  have  any  claim  to 
originality  in  their  plots. 

|(  Ehay  on  the  Provinces  oi  the  Drama. 

fiers^ 
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Hers,  which  we  admire  in  Shakfpeare, 
were  reckoned  inaccuracies  by  his 
cotemporaries.  Thus  Cartwright 
fays,  in  his  verfesto  Fletcher,  fpeak- 
ing  of  Shakfpeare,  whom  he  under¬ 
values,  44  nature  was  all  his  art.” 

44  General  manners  muft  always  in¬ 
fluence  the  Rage ;  unhappily,  the 
manners  of  Maflinger’s  age  were  pe¬ 
dantic.  Yet  it  muft  be  allowed  that 
our  author’s  characters  are  lefs  ab- 
ftraCt  than  thofe  of  Johnfon  or  Cart¬ 
wright,  and  that,  with  more  dignity, 
they  are  equally  natural  with  thofe 
of  Fletcher.  His  conceptions  are, 
for  the  moft  part,  juft  and  noble. 

44  Independent  of  character,  the 
writings  of  this  great  poet  abound 
with  noble  paffages.  It  is  only  in 
the  productions  of  true  poetical  ge¬ 
nius  that  we  meet  with  fuccefsful  al- 
luiions  to  fublime  natural  objeCts; 
the  attempts  of  an  inferior  writer,  in 
this  kind,  are  either  borrowed  or 
difgufting.  If  Mafiinger  were  to  be 
tried  by  this  rule  alone,  we  muft  rank 
him  very  high. 

44  I  with  it  could  be  added  to  Maf¬ 
linger’s  juft  praifes,  that  he  had  pre¬ 
ferred  his  fcenes  from  the  impure 
dialogue  which  difgufts  us  in  moft  of 

o  t  o 

our  old  writers.  But  we  may  ob¬ 
serve,  in  defence  of  his  failure,  that 
feveral  caufes  operated  at  that  time 
to  produce  fuch  a  dialogue,  and  that 
an  author  who  fubfifted  by  writing 
was  abfolutely  fubjeCted  to  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  thofe  caufes.  The  man¬ 
ners  of  the  age  permitted  great  free¬ 
doms  in  language ;  the  theatre  was 
not  frequented  by  tliebeft  company  ; 
th  e  male  part  of  the  audience  was  by 
much  the  more  numerous ;  and, 
what  perhaps  had  a  greater  effeCt 
than  any  of  thefe,  the  women’s  parts 
were  performed  by  boys.  So  power¬ 
ful  was  the  effect  of  thofe  circum- 
ftances,  that  Cartwright  is  the  only 
dramatift  of  that  age  whofe  works 
are  tolerably  free  from  indecency* 


Maftinger’s  error,  perhaps,  appears 
more  ftrongly,  becaufe  his  indelicacy 
has  not  always  the  apology  of  wit ; 
for,  either  from  a  natural  deficiency 
in  that  quality,  err  from  the  peculiar’ 
model  on  which  he  formed  himfelf, 
his  comic  characters  are  lefs  witty 
than  thofe  of  his  cotemporaries,  and 
when  he  attempts  wit,  he  frequently 
degenerates  into  buffoonery.  But  he 
has  fhewed  in  a  remarkable  manner 
the  juftnefs  of  his  tafte,  in  declining 
the  practice  of  quibbling  •  and  as 
wit  and  a  quibble  were  fuppofed,  in 
that  age,  to  be  infeparable,  we  are 
perhaps  to  feek,  in  his  averfion  to  the 
prevailing  folly,  the  true  caufe  of  his 
fparing  employment  of  wit. 

44  Our  poet  excells  more  in  the 
defcription  than  in  the  exprefiion 
of  pafiion  ;  this  may  be  afcribed  in 
fome  meafure  to  his  nice  attention 
to  the  fable:  while  his  fcenes  are 
managed  with  confummate  lkill, 
the  lighter  ftiades  of  character  and 
fentiment  are  loft  in  the  tendency  of 
each  part  to  the  cataftrophe. 

44  The  prevailing  beauties  of  his 
productions  are  dignity  and  elegance; 
their  predominant  fault  is  want  of 
pafiion. 

44  The  melody,  force,  and  variety 
of  his  verfification  are  every  where 
remarkable  :  admitting  the  force  of 
all  the  objections  which  are  made  to 
the  employment  of  blank  verfe  in 
comedy,  Maffinger’s  pofleftes  charms 
fufficient  to  diffipate  them  all.  It  is 
is  indeed  equally  different  from  that 
which  modern  authors  are  pleafedto 
ftile  blank  verfe,  and  from  the  flip¬ 
pant  profe  fo  loudly  celebrated  in 
the  comedies  of  the  day.  The  ne- 
gleCt  of  our  old  comedies  feems  to. 
arife  from  other  caufes,  than  from 
the  employment  of  blank  verfe  in 
their  dialogue  ;  for,  in  general,  its 
conftruCtion  is  fo  natural,  that  in  the 
mouth  of  a  good  aCtor  it  runs  into 
elegant  profe.  The  frequent  deli¬ 
neations 
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neations  of  periffiable  manners  in 
our  old  comedy  have  occafioned  this 
negleCt,  and  we  may  forefee  the  fate 
of  our  prefent  fafliionable  pieces,  in 
that  which  has  attended  Johnfon’s, 
Fletcher’s,  and  Maffinger’s :  they  are 
either  entirely  overlooked,  or  to  mu¬ 
tilated,  to  fit  them  for  reprefentation, 
as  neither  to  retain  the  dignity  of 
the  old  comedy,  nor  to  acquire  the 
.graces  of  the  new. 

The  changes  of  manners  have  ne- 
Ceffarily  produced  very  remarkable 
effects  on  theatrical  performances. 
In  proportion  as  our  belt  writers  are 
farther  removed  from  the  prefent 
times,  they  exhibit  bolder  and  more 
divert! fied  characters,  becaufe  the 
prevailing  manners  admitted  a  fuller 
difpiay  of  fentiments  in  the  common 
intercourfe  of  life.  Our  own  times, 
in  which  the  intention  of  polite  edu¬ 
cation  is  to  produce  a  general,  uni¬ 
form  manner,  afford  little  divertity 
of  character  for  the  ftage.  Our  dra¬ 
in  atifts,  therefore,  mark  the  diftinc- 
tions  of  their  characters  by  incidents 
more  than  by  fentiments,  and  abound 
more  in  Unking  fituations  than  in- 
terefting  dialogue.  In  the  old  come¬ 
dy,  the  cataftrophe  is  occationed,  in 
general,  bv  a  change  111  the  mind  of 
fome  principal  character,  artfully  pre¬ 
pared,  and  cautioufly  conduced  ;  in 
the  modern,  the  unfolding  of  the  plot 
is  effected  by  the  overturning  of  a 
fcreen,  the  opening  of  a  door,  or  by 
fome_  other  equally  dignified  ma¬ 
chine. 

“  When  we  compare  Maffinger 
with  the  other  dramatic  writers  of 
his  age,  we  cannot  long  hefitate  where 
to  place  him.  More  natural  in  his 


characters,  and  more  poetical  in  his 
diCtion,  than  Johnfon  or  Cartwright, 
more  elevated  and  nervous  than 
Fletcher,  the  only  writers  who  can 
be  fuppofed  to  conteft  his  pre-emi¬ 
nence,  Maffinger  ranks  immediately 
under  Shakfpeare  himfelf  A 

“  It  muft  be  confeffed,  that  in  co¬ 
medy  Maffinger  falls  confiderably 
beneath  Shakfpeare ;  his  wit  is  lefs, 
brilliant,  and  his  ridicule  lefs  deli¬ 
cate  and  various ;  but  he  affords  a 
fpecimen  of  elegant  comedy  f ,  of 
which  there  is  no  archetype  in  his 
great  predeceffor.  By  the  rules  of  a 
very  judicious  critic  j,  the  charac¬ 
ters-  in  this,  piece,  appear  to  be  of  too 
elevated  a  rank  for  comedy ;  yet 
though  the  plot  is  fomewhat  embar-  \ 
raffed  by  this  circurnffance,  the  di- 
verfity,  fpirit,  and  confiftencv  of  the 
characters  render  it  a  molt  intereft- 
ing  play.  In  tragedy,  Maffinger  is 
rather  eloquent  than  pathetic  ;  yet 
he  is  often  as  majeftic,  and  generally 
more  elegant  than  his  mafter ;  he  is 
as  powerful  a  ruler  of  the  underhand- 
ing  as  Shakfpeare  is  of  the  paffions : 
with  the  difadvamtage  -of  fueceeding 
that  matchlefs  poet,  there  is  hill  much 
original  beauty  in  his  works  j  and 
the  moh  extenfive  acquaintance  with 
poetry  will  hardly  diminifli  the  plea- 
fure  of  a  reader  and  admirer  of  Maf- 
linger. 


*  I  omit  Milton,  becaufe  his  Samfon  Is 
an  c  •  otic,  not  captivating;  to  the  eyes  of 
EugliOimen  ;  and  whatever  detached  beau¬ 
ties  Cornus  may  poffeis,  it  is  incomparably 
heavy,  confidcred  as  a  dramatic  piece, 
f  The  Great  Duke  of  Florence, 
j  See  the  EiTay  on  the  Provinces  of  the 
Drama. 
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SHORT  VIEW  of  the  LEARNING  and  PHILOSOPHY  of  the* 

BRAHMANS. 


[From  Sketches  chiefly  relating  to  the  History,  Religion,  &c.  of 

the  Hi  NDOOS.] 


“  A  LL  the  ancient  facfed  and 
profane  writings  of  the  Hin¬ 
doos  are  in  the  Sanfkrit  language, 
which  is  now  only  known  to  the 
Pundits  *,  or  men  of  learning  ;  and 
is  neither  fpoken  nor  underftood  by 
the  reft  of  the  nation.  Yet  as  San- 
ikrit  words  are  ftill  in  life  over  the 
w  hole  peninfula  ;  and  as  moil  of  the 
proper  names  of  perfons  and  ancient 
places  are  derived  from  that  langu¬ 
age,  it  is  not  improbable,  that  it  was 
once  univerfal,  however  remote  that 
period  may  be. 

44  If  we  compare  the  Brahmans  of 
the  prefent  day  with  the  Brahmans  f 
of  antiquity,  we  {hall,  in  almoft  eve¬ 
ry  feature  of  their  character,  per¬ 
ceive  the  ftrongeft  refemblance.  The 
difference  that  may  exift  between 
them  may  partly  have  infenfibly 
taken  place  in  the  lapfe  of  time  ;  but 
rnuft  chiefly  be  afcribed  to  the  revo¬ 
lutions  that  have  happened  in  their 
government. 

44  The  ancient  Brahmans  living  in 
an  age  when  the  Hindoo  empire 
ffourifhed,  cultivated  fcience  with,  an 
encouragement  and  fuccefs,  of  which 
their  oppreffed  pofteritv  cannot  boaft. 
Befidesthe  ftudyof  the  facred,  moral, 
and  metaphyfical  writings  of  their 


*  Pundit  is  a  Sanfkrit  word,  and  an  ho¬ 
norary  title,  ftgnifying  doctor  or  philofo- 
pher. 

Mr.  Wilkins  informs  us,  that  Sanfkrit  is 
compofed  from  San ,  a  prepofition,  fignify¬ 
ing  completion,  and .Jkrita,  done  or  finifned. 

•f*  The  words  are  evidently  the  fame, 
and  derive  their  origin  from  Brahma, 
God. 


nation,  a  principal  part  of  their 
feientific  purfuits  feems  to  have  been 
directed  to  affronomy,  natural  philo- 
fophv,  and  feme  branches  of  mathe¬ 
matics  | . 

44  But  though  the  Brahmans  may 
be  inferior  to  their  anceftors,  as  phi- 
lofophers  and  men  of  fcience,  their 
caff  is  ftill  the  only  repofitory  of  the- 
literature  that  yet  remains  :  to  them 
alone  is  entrufted  the  education 
of  youth*  they  are.  the  foie  inter¬ 
preters  of  the  law,  and  the  only 
expounders  of  their  religion. 

44  The  Hindoos,  like  fome  of  the 
ancients,  fuppofe  that  the  foul  is  an 
emanation  of  the  fpirit  of  God  breath¬ 
ed  into  mortals.  But  their  manner 
of  exprefling  this  idea  is  mere  fu- 
blime;  for  inftead  of  calling  it  a 
portion  of  the  divine  fpirit,  they  com¬ 
pare  it  to  the  heat  lent  forth  front 
the  fun,  which  neither  leflens  nor 
divides  his  own  eflence. 

Gowtama,  an  ancient  author  of  a 
metaphylical  work,  called  N  ay  ay  a- 
darlana,  makes  adiftmdtion  between 
what  he  calls  the  divine  foul,  and 


1  A  great  refemblance  may  be  found  be¬ 
tween  the  Gymnofophifts  of  Ethiopia  and 
the  Brahmans,  both  in  their  tenets  and 
cuftoms ;  and  according  to  Philoftrates, 
they  were  defeended  from  them.  He  fays 
the  Gymnofophifts  who  fettled  in  Ethiopia 
came  from  India  ;  being  driven  from 
thence  for  the  murder  of  their  king  near 
the  Ganges.  Lucian  fays,  that  the  fcience 
ofaftronomy  came  originally  from  Ethiopia; 
perhaps  therefore  from  thole  Gymnofo¬ 
phifts  who  came  from  Hindoftan.  Strabo, 
lib.  15.  fays,  that  the  Brahmans  cultivated 
natural  philofopby  and  aftroaoiny. 
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the  vital  foul.  The  nrft,  he  fays,  is 
eternal,  immaterial,  and  indivifible  ; 
refembling  in  that  refpeCt  the  great 
Spirit  from  whence  it  came  :  and  he 
thinks  it  would  be  monftrous  to  ima¬ 
gine,  that  this  efience  or  fpirit  fhould 
be  affeCted  by  the  paffions,  to  which 
mankind  is  fubjeCt.  The  fecond,  he 
fays,  is  a  fubtle  element,  which  per- 
\  ades  all  animated  things ;  and  he 
obferves  that  it  would  be  as  abfurd 
to  fuppofe  that  defire  or  paffions  of 
any  kind  could  exift  in  organized 
matter  only,  as  to  fuppofe  they  could 
exift  in  a  piece  of  mechanifm  that 
was  the  work  of  human  ingenuity. 
Taking  it  then  for  granted,  that 
mankind  partake  in  a  certain  degree 
of  the  fpirit  of  God,  which  is  not  li¬ 
able  to  human  paffions ;  and  that  orga¬ 
nized  matter,  merely  as  fuch,  cannot 
pofiefs  any  ;  the  vital  foul,  or  per¬ 
vading  element,  is  that  which  gives 
birth  to  our  defires. 

44  In  fpeaking  of  man,  he  men¬ 
tions,  befides  the  five  external  fenfes 
of  feeing,  hearing,  tailing,  fuelling, 
and  feeling,  one  internal  fenfe  ;  by 
which  we  prefume  he  means  intel¬ 
lectual  perception. 

44  He  fays,  that  the  external  fenfes 
convey  into  the  mind  diftinCt  repre- 
fentations  of  things  ;  and  thereby 
furnifli  it  with  materials  for  its  in¬ 
ternal  operations ;  but  that  unlefs 
the  mind  aCt  in  conjunction  with  the 
fenfes,  their  operation  is  loft.  Thus, 
for  inftance,  a  perfon  in  deep  con¬ 
templation  is  frequently  infenfible  to 
found,  nor  does  he  perceive  an  ob¬ 
ject  that  is  immediately  before  his 
eyes.  That  the  ideas  thus  acquired 
by  means  of  the  external  fenfes,  pro¬ 
duce  new  ideas  by  the  internal  ope¬ 
ration  of  the  mind,  which  have  alio 
the  power  of  exciting  fenfations  of 
pleaiure  or  of  pain. 

44  Reafon,  he  fays,  is  the  faculty 
that  enables  us  to  conclude  (from 

*  ll 9°'  '  . 


what  falls  under  our  immediate  ob~ 
fervation)  upon  things  at  the  time 
not  perceptible;  as,  when  we  fee 
fmoke,  we  know  that  it  proceeds 
from  fire.  This  reafon,  he  conti¬ 
nues,  depends  on  our  ideas,  and  is  in 
proportion  to  the  nature  and  extent 
of  them  ;  and  therefore  wherever 
our  ideas  are  indiftiiiCt,  our  reafon 
muft  be  imperfeCt. 

44  By  perception,  he.  fays,  we  have 
an  immediate  knowledge  of  things 
in  a  certain  degree,  without  the  aid  of 
reafon ;  as  of  a  horfe,  a  tree,  of  hard 
or  foft,  fweet  or  bitter,  hot  or  cold. 

44  He  then  goes  into  a  difcuffion  of 
inference;  takes  notice  of  true 
and  falfe  inferences,  and  of  things 
that  can  be  demonftrated,  and  of 
thofe  that  cannot. 

4  4  Memory,  which  he  feeing  to 
take  in  a  very  comprehenftve  fenfe, 
and  which  he  almoft  confounds  with 
imagination,  may,  he  fays,  be  em¬ 
ployed  on  things  prefent  as  to  time, 
but  abfent  as  to  place  ;  on  things 
paft,  and  on  things  in  expectation. 
He  calls  memory  the  repository  of 
knowledge,  from  which  ideas  already 
acquired  may  be  occasionally  reviv¬ 
ed  and  called  into  aCtion. 

44  In  fpeaking  of  letters,  he  fays, 
by  that  heavenly  invention  a  certain 
fignification  being  given  to  figures 
and  characters,  the  fight  of  them 
ferves  to  revive  ideas  that  have  been 
negleCted,  or  were  not  in  aCHon ;  as 
well  as  to  convey  others  we  were  un¬ 
acquainted  with.  By  thefe,  he  fays, 
we  may  increafe  our  knowledge  by 
contemplative  experience ;  bv  thefe 
the  aCtions  and  discoveries,  ancf  learn¬ 
ing  of  men  in  remote  ages,  have  been 
tranfmitted  to  us :  by  thefe  the  vir¬ 
tues  or  vices  of  thofe  of  our  own 
times  will  be  tranfmitted  to  pofterity ; 
and  by  thefe  we  may  converfe  with 
thofe  we  love,  however  far  they  mav 
be  removed  from  us.  He  then  in- 
G  .  vckcs 
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vokes  Serafwaty,  the  goddefs  of  fci- 
ence,  by  whom  they  are  fuppofed  to 
have  been,  invented. 

“  Treating  of  duration,  he  fays, 
that  as  we  cannot  have  an  idea  of  its 
beginning  or  end,  it  cannot  in  its  ex¬ 
tent  be  brought  within  our  compre- 
henfion  :  that  the  duration,  which  isi 
obvious  to  our  conception,  by  means 
of  motion  and  fucceihon,  is  tire  fpace 
between  one  event  and  another  ;  as 
the  fpace  from  the  fir  ft  appearance 
of  the  fun  in.  the  morning  till  he  dif- 
appeara  in  the  evening  r  and  from 
his  difappearing  till  he  appears  again ; 
which  definite  fpace  is  called  time  : 
—  that  men  having  invented  a  mode 
of  meafuring  time,  or  intermediate 
duration,  applied  it  to  meafure  the 
revolutions  of  the  planets,  from 
whence  proceeded  the  divifions  of 
time,  called  years,  months,  and  days, 
without  which  invention  our  know¬ 
ledge  would  be  confufed,  and  hiftory 
unintelligible. 

“  He  fee  me  to  hint  at  the  folly  of 
conjectures  about  the  beginning  or 
duration  of  the  world.  But  as  this 
would  not  be  orthodox  with  the 
Brahmans,  his  fentiments  on  that 
fubjeCt  are  fo  exprefted,  as  to  leave 
great  latitude  for  explanation. 

u  In  fpeaking  of  the  order  of  na¬ 
ture,  as  eftablifhed  by  the  Supreme 
Being,  he  obferves,  that  it  univerfally 
reigns  in  all  his  works ;  that  he 
therein  ftiews  us,  that  nothing  can 
be  produced  without  a  firft  caufe  ; 
and  he  aiks,  what  is  chance,  or  acci¬ 
dent,  but  a  thing  of  momentary  ex- 
iftence,  yet  always  produced  by  a 
preceding  caufe. 

In  treating  of  providence  and 
free-will,  he  fuppofes,  that  the  Su¬ 
preme  Being,  having  eftablifhed  the 
order  of  nature,  leaves  her  to  pro¬ 
ceed  in  her  operations,  and  man  to 
ad  under  the  impulfe  of  his  defires, 
reftrained  and  conduced  by  his  rea- 
fom  The  brutes,  he  fays,  ad  by 


that  impulfe  only,  and  employ  their* 
natural  force  or  adivity  fimply  in 
the  ftate  they  were  given  to  them. 
But  that  man,  by  means  of  his  men¬ 
tal  faculties,  governs  the  fierceft  ani¬ 
mals,  employs  the  ftrongeft  and  fwift- 
eft  for  his  ufe,  difcovers  the  nature 
and  qualities  of  every  thing  the  earth 
produces,  and  invents  mec  hanic  pow¬ 
ers  far  exceeding  natural  force.  He 
then  goes  on  to  fhow,  that  thefe  qua¬ 
lities  muff  proceed  from  fome  great 
and  inviftble  principle,  which  God 
has  not  imparted  to  the  brute  crea¬ 
tion,  and  whofe  exiftence  muft  be 
feparate  from,  and  independent  of 
organized  matter.  He  obferves,  that 
this  can  no  more  bedoubted,  than  it 
can  be  doubted  that  the  elephant  is- 
ftronger  than  the  deer,  or  the  deer 
fwifter  than  the  tortoife.  But  tp  afk 
why  it  fkould  be  fo,  or  how  it  isy 
would  perhaps  be  impious,  and  as* 
abfurd  as  to  inquire  why  God  created 
any  of  the  animals  which  inhabit  the 
earth,  or  any  of  the  fifties  that  live  in 
the  waters.  That  we  can  never  be 
fufficiently  grateful  for  the  portion 
of  that  fpirit  he  has  given  us,  com¬ 
paratively  limited  as  it  may  be  ;  that 
having  left  us  unacquainted  with  the 
extent  of  it,  we  ftill  go  on  in  our  re~ 
fearches,  in  the  hope  of  acquiring 
farther  knowledge,  and  of  making 
frefli  difeov  cries ;  and  that,  by  a 
proper  ufe  of  it,  we  may  raife  our 
minds  above  the  things  of  this  world, 
and  render  ourfelves  fuperior  to  its 
events. 

“  Treating  of  a  future  ftate,  he 
fays,  that  fuch  as  during  their  abode 
on  earth  have  perfevered  in  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  piety  and  virtue,  have  wor- 
fhipped  God  purely  from  gratitude, 
love,  and  admiration,  and  have  done 
good,  without  being  induced  either 
by  the  fear  of  puniftiment,  or  the 
hope  of  reward,  will  not  ftand  in 
need  of  being  purified  in  Naraka,  or 
of  again  coming  into  this  world  to 

occupy 
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Oteupy  other  forms,  but  will  be  im¬ 
mediately  admitted  to  celeftial  hap- 
pinefs. 

u  This  may  fufficiently  ferve  as  a 
fpecimen  of  the  reafoning  of  this  in¬ 
genious  Hindoo  philofopher. 

“  It  has  been  averted  by  fome 
writers,  that  the  Hindoos  believe  in 
predeftinatioh  ;  and  there  are  feve- 
ral  circumftances,  as  well  as  paiTages 
in  fome  of  their  authors,  which  feem 
to  give  weight  to  that  opiniop.  But, 
upon  farther  inquiry,  it  appears,  that 
it  is  contrary  to  the  principles  of  their 
religion ;  and  wherever  this  belief 
has  obtained,  it  fliould  be  confidered 
as  the  private  notion  of  individuals, 


unwarranted  by  the  eftablilhed  doc¬ 
trines. 

“  Some  of  their  philofophers  in- 
lift,  that  God  created  all  things  per- 
feVTly  good ;  that  man,  being  a  free 
agent,  may  be  guilty  of  moral  evil, 
but  that  this  in  no  way  proceeds  from 
or  affeils  the  fyftem  of  nature ;  that 
he  is  to  be  reftrained  from  doing  in¬ 
jury  to  others,  by  the  rules  eftabl idl¬ 
ed  for  the  prefervation  of  order  in 
fociety ;  and  that  the  pain  and  ills' 
which  invariably  refult  from  wicked 
aftiohs,  will  alone  be  a  never-failing 
punifhmeilt ;  as  the  happinefs  which 
a  man  receives  from  doing  good,  fur* 
paffes  every  other  human  biefling.,> 


On  the  R  Y  T  H  M  of  POETRY. 

[From  an  Essay  on  Rythmical  Measures,  by  Walter  Young, 
M.  A.  F.  R.  S.  E.  publifhed  in  the  Second  Volume  of  the  Trans¬ 
actions  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh.] 


“  TT  has  already  been  remarked, 
I  that  words  being  c.ompofed  of 
lyllables  which  differ  in  length  ac¬ 
cording  to  certain  proportions,  are 
fufceptible  of  rythm.  In  all  com- 
pofitions,  therefore,  the  objeCI  of 
which  is  topleafe  and  to  affe£t,  it  has 
been  the  general  practice  to  arrange 
the  words  in  fome  agreeable  rythm. 
One  very  common  method  for  at¬ 
taining  this  end  has  been,  to  form 
the  words  into  parcels,  according  to 
certain  meafures  and  proportions ; 
and  in  order  that  thefe  parcels  may 
be  mote  readily  perceived  and  at¬ 
tended  to  by  the  reader,  to  write 
them  out  in  feparate  lines. 

u  This  poetical  rythm  cannot  pof* 
jfibly  be  fo  various  and  complicated 
as  the  mufical.  The  fame  principles, 
however,  to  a  certain  extent,  take 
place  in  both.  We  find  in  poetry 
fmall  intervals  or  units  of  time  regu¬ 


larly  divided  and  combined.  The 
divifions,  indeed,  cannot  poffiblv  be 
fo  minute  as  they  often  are  in  mufic ; 
neither  are  the  parcels  fo  equal  and 
uniform.  We  have  alfo  in  poetry 
accented  and  feeble  founds ;  and 
verfes,  like  mufieal  drains,  are  often 
introduced  by  one  or  more  feeble 
founds,  which  fometimes  are  com- 
penfated  at  the  end  of  the  verfe,  and 
at  other  times  are  not.  In  poetry, 
as  in  mulic,  we  often  make  up  a  pari 
of  the  meafure  by  refts  or  filent 
times.  In  reciting  verfes,  too,  we 
can  make  indefinite  paufes ;  and  we 
are  often  infenlibly  led  by  the  fenti- 

ments  or  bv  the  ftrufhire  of  the 

✓ 

words,  to  execute  the  ductus  rhythmic 
cus ,  or  occafionally  to  accelerate  or 
retard  the  movement. 

“  In  the  ancient  Greek  and  Latin 
languages,  the  proportion  betwixt- 
the  long  and  the  fliort  Syllables  is  bet- 
G  2  ter 
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ter  afcertained,  more  diftin&ly  mark¬ 
ed,  and  more  fenfibly  felt,  than  it  is 
in  the  modem  languages  of  Europe. 
Thofe  languages  are,  therefore,  fuf- 
ceptible  of  a  more  perfed  and  a  more 
diversified  rythm.  The,  poets  who 
have  written  in  them  have  availed 
themfelves  of  this  advantage,  and 
have  left  us  in  their  works  a  variety 
of  very  pleafing  rythmical  meafures. 
Critics  have  difcovered  the  rules  by 
which  thefe  meafures  were  conftrudt- 
ed ;  and,  in  order  to  explain  them 
with  greater  eafe,  have  eflablifhed 
and  defined  different  fmall  fcales  of 
long  and  fhort  Syllables,  which  have 
been  called  metrical  feet,  and  by 
which  the  different  meafures  have 
been  parcelled  out  into  their  com¬ 
ponent  parts.  The  names  and  the 
nature  of  thefe  feet  are  generally 
known,  and  need  not,  in  this  place, 
be  explained.  I  fliall  only,  at  this 
time,  make  two  obfervations  upon 
them.  The  firfl  is,  that  they  feem, 
in  general,  to  mark  what  I  have  for¬ 
merly  called  fingle  intervals  or  units 
of  time,  and  thefe  not  very  large. 
Any  one  may  find,  when  he  recites  a 
verfe,  that  he  can  eafily  pronounce 
two  feet  in  a  fecond  ;  but  that  he 
can  hardly  draw  them  out,  fo  as  that 
each  of  them  fhall  occupy  the  time 
of  a  fecond.  The  other  obfervation 
is,  that  it  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  the  intention  of  the  perfons 
who  defined  and  applied  thefe  feet, 
to  divide  verfes  by  them  always  into 
equal  intervals  of  time.  The  forma¬ 
tion  of  them  proceeds  upon  the  fup- 
pofition,  that  when  a  perfon  recites 
a  poem,  he  pronounces  every  fhort 
Syllable  in  one  determined  Space  of 
time,  and  every  long  Syllable  in  a 
fpace  of  time  exadtly  double  of  that 
in  which  he  pronounces  a  fhort  one. 
The  real  duration,  therefore,  of  any 
one  foot  will  be  to  the  real  duration 
of  any  other  foot,  exaftly  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  number  of  thefe  fmglleft 


times  contained  in  each ;  and  this 
can  be  accurately  determined,  by  ob¬ 
serving  the  number  of  long  and  fhort 
Syllables  in  each  of  them,  and  ac¬ 
counting  every  long  Syllable  equiva¬ 
lent  to  two  fhort  ones.  In  this  man¬ 
ner  we  find,  that  the  duration  of  an 
iambus  or  trochaeus  is  to  the  duration 
of  a  fpondfeus  or  a  dactylus  exactly 
in  the  proportion  of  three  to  four. 
When  thefe  feet  of  unequal  time* 
therefore,  occur  in  the  fame  verfe, 
which  frequently  happens  in  fcan 
ning,  it  is  evident,  that,  upon  this 
fuppofition,  they  do  not  divide  that 
verfe  according  to  equal  intervals  of 
time.  Whether  the  fuppofition  of 
this  proportion,  invariably  fubfifting 
betwixt  long  and  Short  Syllables, 
upon  which  this-fyftem  depends,  be 
in  every  cafe  well  founded,  may  be 
the  fubjeft  of  future  enquiry. 

“  The  units  of  time,  of  which  the 
duration  of  verfes  is  made  up,  are 
Sometimes  divided  into  twos  and  fours, 
and  Sometimes  into  threes.  Of  the 
firft  we  have  an  inftance  in  the  com¬ 
mon  hexameter  verfe  of  the  ancients. 
This  is  a  regular  rythm,  the  units 
being  all  equal,  and  formed  into 
equal  parcels.  The  number,  of 
which  the  parcels  confift,  is  fix.  It 
may  therefore  be  coniidered  as  a 
triple  meafure.  In  verfes,  as  well 
as  in  other  rythmical  fucceffions,  the 
parcels  of  which  confift:  of  any  num¬ 
ber  greater  than  three,  we  are  always 
difpofed  to  break  down  thefe  parcels 
into  the  Smaller  numbers  of  which, 
they  are  compofed,  or  to  confider  the 
whole  parcel  as  an  aggregate  of  thefe 
Smaller  parcels.  This  is  the  origin 
of  what  is  called  the  paufe  or  ofefurai 
flop  in  verfes.  As,  according  to 
what  was  formerly  Stated,  the  clofe 
of  a  rythmical  fucceffion,  whether 
final  or  partial,  is  molt  agreeable, 
when  the  lafi:  found  is  long  and  ac¬ 
cented,  and  as  we  are  often  difpofed 
to  begin  a  fucceffion  with  one  or 

more 
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more  feeble  founds ;  fo,  in  making 
the  divifions  of  verfes,  we  reft  with 
moft  fatisfa&ion  upon  along  fyllable 
in  an  accented  part  of  the  meafure, 
■and  begin  the  fucceeding  member 
moft  eafily  with  a  ftiort  or  feeble 
fyllable,  which  we,  in  a  manner,  pafs 
over,  and  confider  as  introductory  to 
the  meafure.  The  moft  ftmple  di- 
vifion  of  fix  is  into  two  threes.  Hence 
we  generally  with  to  conclude  the 
firft  member  of  a  hexameter  verfe 
with  the  firft  fyllable  of  the  third 
foot ;  and  are  pleafed,  when  we  have 
an  opportunity  of  doing  fo,  by  that 
fyllable  being  the  termination  of  a 
word. 

Tityre,  tu  patulas — recubans  fub  tegmine 
fagi. 

Nos  patriae  fines — nos  dulcia  linqifimus 
arva. 

This  divifion  of  the  hexameter  verfe, 
not  only  gratifies  the  natural  propen - 
fities  above  mentioned,  but,  as  the 
concluding  fyllable  of  the  verfe  is  in 
the  unaccented  part  of  the  meafure, 
it  gives  a  variety  to  the  cadence  of 
the  two  members,  and  prevents  them 
from  being  fimilar  or  convertible, 
which  is  always  considered  as  a  fault 
in  the  ftru&ure  of  verfes,  and  un¬ 
doubtedly  gives  them  a  difgufting 
uniformity.  We  can  alfo  make  the 
break  at  the  fecond  fyllable  of  the 
third  foot,  when  it  happens  to  be  a 
daCtyle ;  as,  in  this  cafe,  we  have 
ftill  "a  feeble  found  with  which  to  be¬ 
gin  the  fecond  member,  and  the 
time  of  the  firft  member  is  more 
nearly  completed. 

Formofam  refonare — doccs  Amaryllida  fil- 
vas. 

This  penthemimer  divifion  of  the 
hexameter  verfe,  though  the  moft 
agreeable,  does  not  always  take  place. 
To  obtain  variety,  it  is  neceflary  that 
it  fhould  occasionally  be  divided 
ptherwife.  The  number  fix  may 


alfo  be  eafily  conceived  as  made  up 
of  three  pairs.  By  making  the  break 
at  the  firft  fyllable  of  the  fourth  foot, 
we  have  two  pairs,  deficient  of  their 
juft  time  by  the  feeble  fyllable  or 
fyllables,  which  are  introductory  to 
the  meafure  of  the  fucceeding  mem¬ 
ber. 

Ille  meas  errare  bovcs— ut  cernis,  ct  ipfurtj* 

The  grammarians,  led  by  the  fyftem 
of  half-feet,  would  not  probably  con¬ 
fider  the  divifion  which  I  have  made 
of  the  fifth  line  of  Virgil’s  firft  Eclogue, 
quoted  above,  as  the  juft  one.  They 
would  rather  fuppofe  that  the  break 
took  place  at  the  end  of  the  word 
daces.  They  would  alfo  fuppofe  a 
fubordinate  divifion  at  the  word  for ■- 
mofcim . 

“  The  divifion  of  the  units  into 
twos  and  fours,  which  takes  place  in 
the  hexameter  verfe,  feems  beft  fuit- 
ed  to  the  ftruClure  of  the  Latin  and 
Greek  languages,  Pure  trochaic  or 
iambic  verfes,  where  every  alternate 
fyllable  is  profodically  long,  and 
the  others  are  fhort,  occur  but  rarely 
in  their  works.  Our  language,  a- 
gain,  feems  fcarcely  to  admit  of  fuch 
divifions.  In  our  poetry,  the  fyllables 
are  arranged  lefs  according  to  their 
real  quantity,  than  according  to  the 
accent  with  which  we  are  accuftom- 
ed  to  pronounce  them.  An  accent¬ 
ed  fyllable  has  always  the  effeCt  of  a 
long  one,  and  is  qualified  for  being 
placed  in  the  leading  or  accented  part 
of  a  poetical  meafure.  An  unac¬ 
cented  fyllable,  on  the  other  hand, 
gives  us  the  imprefiion  of  a  fhort  one, 
though  by  the  common  rules  of  pro- 
fody  it  ought  to  be  long,  and  though 
it  is,  in  reality,  pronounced  long.  It 
is  alfo  difqualified  for  being  placed  in 
the  accented  part  of  a  meafure.  W  e 
have  few  inftances  of  a  real  dadlylus 
in  fingle  words,  though  three  fhort 
fyllables,  frpm  \he  accent  with  which 
Cr  3  the 
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-the  firft  is  pronounced,  often  affumes 
the  appearance  of  one.  Englifh  verfes 
are  oonftrufted  for  the  moft  part  by 
feet  of  two  fyllables.  The  propor¬ 
tion  which  thefe  two  fyllables  bear  to 
one  another  is  feldom  perceived  with 
accuracy;  neither  is  it  of  great  im¬ 
portance  that  it  fhould  be  fo  perceiv¬ 
ed,  provided  the  times  of  the  entire 
feet,  or  of  the  two  fyllables  taken  to¬ 
gether,  be  nearly  equal.  The  im- 
preffion,  however,  which  thefe  feet, 
for  the  moft  part,  communicate,  is 
that  of  a  trochaeus  or  iambus.  Our 
poets  alfo  conftrinft  verfes  fometimes 
by  feet  of  three  fyllables.  Thele 
feet,  although  the  fyllables  of  which 
they  are  compofed  are,  for  the  moft 
part  nearly  equal,  give  us  the  impref- 
lion  of  fomething  like  a  dacftylus  or 
anapaeftus,  according  as  the  accented 
fyllable  is  the  firft  or  the  laft  of  the 
three.  In  regard  to  their  ftrucfture, 
therefore,  Englilli  verfes  have  been 
diftinguifhed  into  three  kinds,  tro¬ 
chaic,  iambic,  and  anapaeftic. 

Although  all  iambic  verfes  are 
to  be  conftdered  as  trochaics  having  a 
feeble  fyllable  introductory  to  the 
meafure,  and  ought  always  to  be  fo 
fcanned,  yet  the  imprefiion  which 
tjiefe  two  verfes  make  upon  the  ear, 
and  the  gffeCts  which  they  have  upon 
the  mind,  are  fomewhat  different. 
When  we  begin  with  the  feeble 
found,  we  pals  eafily  and  gently  from 
it  to  the  ftrong:  found.  We  utter 
the  ftrong  found’  without  mucft  ex¬ 
ertion,  and  can  dwell  upon  it  for 
fome  time.  On  the  contrary,  when 
the  ftrong  found  comes  firft,  we  ex- 
prefs  it  with  more  difficulty  and  force, 
and  pafs  on  to  the  fucceeding  feeble 
found  with  more  rapidity.  ‘  Hence 
trochaics  have  been  generally  reckon¬ 
ed  fomewhat  quicker  in  their  move¬ 
ment  than  iambics,  and  more  proper 
for  expreffing  vehemence  or  gaiety. 
As  iambic  verfes  themfelves,  how¬ 
ever,  haye  naturally  a  light  and  airy 


caft,  efpecially  when  the  combins-* 
tions  are  made  by  even  numbers,  our 
beft  poets,  to  obviate  this,  have,  in 
their  more  ferious  compofitions,  ge¬ 
nerally  adopted  a  combination  of  five^ 
This  has  accordingly  been  denomi¬ 
nated  the  Englifh  heroic  meafure. 
The  regular  model  of  this  veffe  is  as 
follows. .  The  firft  fyllable  is  unac* 
canted,  or  fhort  and  introductory  to 
the  meafure.  This  is  fucceded  by 
four  feet  of  two  fyllables,  which  as  the 
accent  takes  place  upon  the  firft  fyl¬ 
lable,  may  be  confidere4  as  trochees. 
After  thefe,  there  is  a  ftrong  or  ac¬ 
cented  fyllable,  which  clofes  the  verfe, 
and,  along  with  the  introductory 
fyllable  of  the  next  line,  completes 
the  number  of  five  feet. 

To  |  wake  the  |  foul  «—  by  [  tender  j  ftrokes 
of  j  art. 

This  model  is  not  always  obferved, 
Our  beft  poets  make  frequent  devfa* 
tions  from  it,  in  order  to  give  va¬ 
riety  to  the  cadence  of  their  verfes, 
or  to  render  them  more  expreflive  of 
the  fentiments  or  emotions  which 
they  wifli  to  convey. 

“  This  verfe,  like  the  ancient  hex¬ 
ameter,  admits  of  a  break  or  divifion. 
As,  according  to  what  was  formerly 
obferved,  we  generally  reckon  com¬ 
binations  of  five  by  two  pairs  and  an 
odd  one,  we  make  this  break  with 
moft  fatisfa&ion  upon  the  leading 
found  of  the  fecond  foot,  or  the  fourtlq 
fyllable  of  the  verfe. 

Tq  make  i^ankind— in  confcious  virtue 

bold. 

We  can  alfo  make  a  divifion  at  the 
fixth  fyllable,  as  in  this  cafe  we  have 
ftiil  one  pair,  with  its  introductory 
found,  remaining. 

Of  that  forbidden  tree  —  whofe  mortal 
taile.  "  ' 

Some? 
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Sometimes  too  the  words  are  fo  ar¬ 
ranged,  that  the  divifron  muft  necef- 
fiarily  take  place  at  the  fifth  fyllahle 
,or  feeble  found  of  the  fecond  foot. 
.This  divifion  gives  a  paufe  more 
real,  and  more  diftinctly  felt,  than 
thofe  formerly  mentioned.  As  we 
muff  begin  the  fecond  member  with 
a  ffrong  found,  and  are  partly  de¬ 
prived  of  the  afliftance  in  forming'  it, 
which  we  would  have  derived  from 
the  preceding  feeble  found,  we  re¬ 
quire  a  little  more  time  to  make  the 
•exertion  which  is  neceffarv  for  that 
pu rpofe.  This  divifion  alfo  changes, 
in  fome  decree,  the  character  of  the 
verfe,  the  laft  member  becoming  pro¬ 
per  trochaic.  It  may  fometimes, 
however,  be  ufed  with  a  very  happy 
effect.  There  feems  to  be  an  inftance 
of  this  in  the  firft  line  of  Pope’s  Efiay 
on  Man. 

A. |  wake,  my  j  St.  John.  J — Leave  all  j 
meaner  j  things, 

Here  the  grammatical  paufe,  coin¬ 
ciding  with  the  rythmical  divifion, 
gives  fufficient  time  to  form  the  ac¬ 
cented  found  with  which  the  fecond 
member  begins ;  and  that  member 
being  trochaic,  is  very  well  fuited  to 
cxprefs  the  intention  of  the  poet, 
which  is  to  roufe.  The  fame  divi¬ 
fion  occurs  in  the  fecond  line ;  but 
the  effect  of  it  is 1  fomewhat  diffe¬ 
rent. 

i  To  lew  ambition — and  the  pride  of  kings. 

In  reciting  this  line,  we  are  unwill¬ 
ing  to  give  an  accent  to  the  conjunc¬ 
tive  particle  and.  To  avoid  this, 
therefore,  we  are  difpofed  to  confider 
both  that  word,  and  the  article  which 
follows  it,  as  feeble  founds,  intro¬ 
ductory  to  the  next  ftrong  found, 
and  to- fill  up  the  time  of  the  accent¬ 
ed  part  of  that  thijcd  meafure  by  a 
ii fence  or  reft. 


U03J 

To  { low  am  j  bition  —  j  f  and  the  j  pride 
of )  kings. 

In  this  way,  the  reciter,  hurrying 
over  thefe  two  comparatively  unim¬ 
portant  words,  almoft  in  the  time,  of 
one  feeble  fvllable,  is  naturally  led  to 
exprefs  the  word  pride  with  confider- 
able  force  or  emphafis;  a  circum- 
ftance  which,  feems,  in  this  place,  to 
favour  the  defign  of  the  poet.  Verfes 
of  this  form  occur  frequently  in  the 
works  of  this  author. 

“  The  ftrudfure  of  the  EngMi 
heroic  verfe,  and  the  uneven  num¬ 
ber  of  feet  of  which  it  is  compofed, 
effedlually  fecure  it  againft  the  dan¬ 
ger,  or  even  the  poftibility  of  its  be¬ 
ing  divided  into  two  parts  which  are 
equal,  and  at  the  lame  time  limilar 
and  convertible.  When  the  break 
takes  place  at  an  accented  or  ftrong 
fyllable,  the  two  members  are  necefo 
farily  unequal.  When,  again,  as  in 
the  two  lines  laft  quoted,  the  divifion 
happens  at  the  fifth  fyllable,  the  two> 
members,  though  they  may  be  equal 
in  time,  are  neceftarily  different  in 
cadence,  as  the  firft  begins  and  ends 
with  a  feeble  found,  and  the  fecond 
regularly  begins  and  ends  with  a 
ftrong  found.  This  feems  to  give  to 
the  Englifh  verfe  of  this  form,  a  con- 
liderable  advantage  over  the  common 
French  verfe  of  fix  feet,  which  uni¬ 
formly  divides  into  equal  and  limilar 
hemifticks. 

w  Thefe  breaks  or  divifions  in 
verfes  have  perhaps  been  improperly- 
termed  paufes.  In  many  cafes,  the 
aufe  is  more  imaginary  than  real, 
have  formerly  obferved,  that  we 
have  always,  in  a  greater  or  lefs  de¬ 
gree,  the  impreflion  of  a  paufe  be¬ 
twixt  every  parcel  of  equal  times 
which  we  form.  When  we  hear  a 
minuet,  or  any  piece  of  mufic,  which 
is  conftrufted  according  to  regular 
rythm,  we  have  the  impreflion  of  a 
paufe  at  the  end  of  every  bar  ,*  we 
G  4.  have 
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have  the  fame  impreflion  more 
ftrongly  at  the  end  of  every  phrafe  ; 
and  yet  we  are  certain,  that,  at  many 
of  thofe  paffages,  no  real  paufe  is 
jnade.  It  frequently  happens,  that 
the  proper  break  or  rythmical  divi¬ 
sion  of  a  verfe  takes  place  at  one  part 
of  it,  when  the  reft,  the  grammatical 
flop,  or  the  paufe  of  fufpenfton,  oc- 
£ urg  at  another  part  of  it. 

Apd  j  leaves  the  (  world— to  [  darknefs  [ 
f  and  to  [  me. 

1$  this  line,  the  rythmical  divifion 

•tahes  place  at  the  fourth  Syllable, 


where  little  or  no  real  paufe  is  necef- 
fary.  From  what  was  above  obferv- 
ed,  however,  upon  'he  ftruffure  of 
the  fecond  line  of  Pope’s  ElTay  on 
Man,  there  muft  be  a  fenftble  reft  or 
filence  betwixt  the  feventh  and  eighth 
fyllables.  Accordingly,  this  has 
commonly  been  confidered,  and  per¬ 
haps  with  propriety,  as  the  place  of 
the  paufe  in  this  line.  It  is  probable, 
however,  that  the  cadence  of  the 
verfe  would  not  have  been  fo  agree¬ 
able  and  fatisfa&ory,  if  the  regular 
rythmical  divifion  had  not  occurred 
at  the  fourth  Syllable,” 


% 


jPHILO 


[  I°S  ] 

philosophical  paper s. 

Dr.  HERSCHELL’s  ACCOUNT  of  the  DISCOVERY  of  a  SIXTH 
and  SEVENTH  SATELLITE  of  the  PLANET  SATURN,  wit*! 
REMARKS  on  the  CONSTRUCTION  of  its  RING. 

[Extracted  from  the  Eightieth  Volume  of  the  Philosophical-Transac¬ 


tions.] 

u  T  N  a  fhort  pofificript,  added  to 

X  my  Jaft  paper  on  Nebulas,  I 
announced  the  difcovery  of  a  fixth 
fatellite  of  Saturn,  and  mentioned, 
that  I  intended  to  communicate  the 
particulars  of  its  orbit  and  fituation 
to  the  members  of  the  Royal  Society 
at  their  next  meeting.  I  have  now 
the  honour  to  prefent  them,  at  the 
fame  time,  with  an  account  of  two 
fatellites  infiead  of  one  ;  and  have 
called  them  the  fixth  and  feventh, 
though  their  fituation  in  the  Satur¬ 
nian  fyftem  intitles  them,  very  pro¬ 
bably,  to  the  firft  and  fecond  place. 
This  I  have  done  to  the  end  that  in 
future  we  may  not  be  liable  to  mif- 
take,  in  referring  to  former  obferva- 
tions  or  tables,  where  the  five  known 
fatellites  have  been  named  according 
to  the  order  they  have  hitherto  been 
fuppofed  to  hold  in  the  range  of 
diftance  from  the  planet. 

“  It  may  appear  remarkable,  that 
thefe  fatellites  fhould  have  remained 
fo  long  unknown  to  us,  when,  for 
a  century  and  an  half  paft,  the 
planet  to  which  they  belong  has  been 
the  object  of  almofi:  every  aftronomer’s 
curiofity,  on  account  of  the  lingular 
phenomena  of  its  ring.  But  it  will 
be  feen  prefently,  from  the  fituation 
and  fize  of  the  fatellites,  that  we 
could  hardly  expedt  to  difcover  them 
till  a  telefcope  of  the  dimenfions  and 


and  aperture  of  my  forty -feet  reflec¬ 
tor  ihould  be  conftrudted  ;  and  I 
need  not  obferve  how  much  we 
members  of  this  Society  mull  feel 
ourfelves  obliged  to  our  Royal 
Patron,  for  his  encouragement  of 
the  fciences,  when  we  perceive  that 
the  difcovery  of  thefe  fatellites  is  in- 
tirely  owing  to  the  liberal  fupport 
whereby  our  mofi:  benevolent  king 
has  enabled  his  humble  aftronomer 
to  complete  the  arduous  undertaking 
of  conftrudting  this  inftrument. 

“  The  planet  Saturn  is,  perhaps,  one 
of  the  mofi:  engaging  objedls  that 
aftronomy  offers  to  our  view.  As 
fuch  it  drew  my  attention  fo  early 
as  the  year  1774;  when,  on  the  1 7th 
of  March,  with  a  5^-feet  refledtor, 
I  faw  its  ring  reduced  to  a  very; 
minute  line.  On  the  3d  of  April 
in  the  fame  year,  I  found  the  planet' 
as  it  were  ftripped  of  its  noble  orna¬ 
ment,  and  dreffed  in  the  plain  fim- 
plicity  of  Mars.  I  pafs  over  the 
following  year,  in  which,  with  a 
7-feet  refledtor,  I  faw  the  ring 
gradually  open,  till  it  came  to  the 
appearance  exprefled  in  fig.  3.  (Tab. 
II.)  the  original  of  which  was 
delineated  from  nature,  on  the  20th 
of  June,  1788,  by  means  of  a  very 
good  1  o-feet  refledtor. 

“It  fhould  be  noticed,  that  the 
black  diik,  or  belt,  upon  the  ring 
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of  Saturn  is  not  in  the  middle  of  its 
breadth  ;  nor  is  the  ring  fubdivided 
by  many  foch  lines,  as  has  been  re¬ 
presented  in  divers  treatifes  of  aftro- 
nomy  ;  but  that  there  is  one  Tingle, 
dark,  confiderablv  broad  line,  belt, 
or  zone,  upon  the  ring,  which  I 
have  always  permanently  found  in  the 
lace,  where  my  figure  reprefents  it. 
give  this,  however,  only  as  a  view 
of  the  northern  plane  of  the  ring, 
as  the  fituation  of  the  planet  has 
hitherto  not  afforded  me  any  other. 
The  fouthern  one,  which  is  lately 
come  to  be  expofed  to  the  fun,  will 
jfhortly  be  opened  fufficiently  to  ena¬ 
ble  me  to  give  alfo  the  fituation  of  its 
belts,  if  it  fliould  have  any. 

“  From  my  ohfervations  it  appears, 
that  the  zone  on  the  northern  plane 
of  the  ring  is  not,  like  the  belts  of 
Jupiter  or  thofe  of  Saturn,  fubjedt 
to  variations  of  colour  and  figure ; 
but  is  moft  probably  owing  to  fome 
permanent  conftruftion  of  the  fur- 
face  of  the  ring  itfelf.  _  That,  how¬ 
ever,  for  inllance,  this  black  belt 
cannot  be  the  lhadcw  of  a  chain  of 
mountains,  may  be  gathered  from 
its  being  vifible  all  round  on  the 
ring  ;  for  at  the  ends  of  the  anfae 
there  could  be  no  {hades  vifible,  on 
account  of  the  direction  of  the  fun’s 
illumination,  which  would  be  in  the 
line  of  the  chain  ;  and  the  fame 
argument  will  hold  good  againfh 
fuppofed  caverns  or  concavities.  It 
is  moreover  pretty  evident,  that  this 
dark  zone  is  contained  between  two 
concentric  circles,  as  all  the  pheno¬ 
mena  anfvver  to  the  projection.  of 
fuch  a  zone.  Thus  in  fig.  14.  which 
was  taken  the  1  ith  of  May,  1780,  we 
may  fee,  that  the  zone  is  continued 
all  round  the  ring,  wdth  a  gradual 
decreafe  of  breadth  towards  the 
middle,  anfwering  to  the  appearance 
of  a  narrow  circukr  plane,  pro¬ 
jected  into  an  ellipfis. 

m  As  to  the  furmife,  which  might 


occur  to  us,  of  a  divifion  of  the  ring, 
or  rather  of  two  rings,  one  about 
the  other,  with  a  diftance  of  open 
fpace  between  them,  it  does  not  ap¬ 
pear  eligible  to  venture  on  fo  artificial 
a  conftruCtion,  by  way  of  explaining  a 
phenomenon  that  does  not  abfoiutely 
demand  it.  If  one  ring,  of  a  breadth 
fo  coiifiderable  as  that  of  Saturn,  is 
juftly  to  be  effeemed  the  moft  won¬ 
derful  arch  that,  by  the  laws  of 
gravity,  can  be  held  together,  how 
improbable  mu  ft  it  appear  to  fuppofe 
it  fubdivided  into  narrow  flips  of 
rings,  which  by  this  reparation  will 
be  deprived  of  a  fufficient  depth,  and 
thus  lofe  the  only  dimenfion  which 
can  keep  them  from  falling  upon  the 
planet  ?  It  is  however  true,  that  as 
yet  we  do  not  know  of  the  rotation 
of  the  ring,  which  may  be  of  fuch 
a  proper  velocity  as  greatly  to  aftift 
its  ftrength  ;  and  that,  fh  the  fub- 
divifions,  of  courfe  the  different 
velocities  for  each  divifion  may  be 
equally  fuppofed  to  keep  them  up. 
If  the  fouthern  plane  fliould  prove 
to  be  very  differently  marked,  it 
will  at  once  remove  every  furmife  of 
fuch  a  divifion;  but  if  it  fliould 
offer  us  the  fame  appearance  of  a 
dark  zone,  in  the  fame  fituation, 
and  of  an  equal  breadth  with  the  one 
I  have  obferved  on  the  northern  fide, 
I  would  ftill  remark,  that,  fince  a 
moft  effe£hia!  way  to  verify  the 
duplicity  of  the  ring  is  within  our 
reach,  it  will  be  the  belt  wav  to 
fufpend  our  judgement  till  that  can 
be  put  to  the  trial.  The  method  I 
allude  to  is  an  occultation  of  fome 
confiderable  ftar  by  Saturn,  when, 
if  the  ring  be  divided,  it  will  be  feen 
between  the  openings,  as  well  as  be¬ 
tween  the  ring  and  Saturn. 

w  With  regard  to  the  nature  of  the 
ring,  we  may  certainly  affirm,  that 
it  is  no  lefs  folid  and  fubftantial  than 
the  planet,  itfelf.  The  fame  reafons 
which  prove  to  us  the  felidity  of  the 
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£>ne  will  be  full  as  valid  when  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  other.  Thus  we  fee  the 
fhadow  of  the  body  of  Saturn  upon 
the  ring,  which  is  eclipfed  towards 
the  north,  on  the  following  fide,  and 
about  the  middle,  according  to  the 
oppofite  fituation  qf  the  fun.  In  the 
fame  manner  we  fee  the  fhadow  of 
the  ring  calf  on  the  planet,  where 
we  find  it  on  the  equatorial  part ; 
and  May  28,  1780,  1  faw  it  towards 
the  fouth.  If  we  deduce  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  matter,  contained  in  the  body, 

.  from  the  power  whereby  the  fatellites 
are  kept  in  their  orbits,  and  the 
time  of  their  revolution,  it  mult  be 
remembered,  that  the  ring  is  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  refult.  It  is  alfo  in  a 
very  particular  manner  evident, 
that  the  ring  exerts  a  confiderable 
force  upon  thefe  revolving  bodies, 
fince  we  find  them  Jtronglv  affected 
with  manv  irregularities  in  their 
motions,  which  we  cannot  properly 
afcribe  to  to  any  other  cap fe  than  the 
quantity  of  matter  contained  in  the 
ring  ;  at  leaf!  we  ought  to  allow  it 
a  proper  jfhare  in  the  effed,  as  we 
do  not  deny  but  that  the  confiderable 
equatorial  elevation  of  Saturn,  which 
I  fliall  eftablifh  hereafter,  muff  alfo 
join  in  it. 

a  The  light  of  the  ring  of  Saturn 
js  generally  brighter  than  that  of  the 
planet:  for  inftance,  April  19,  1777, 
I  faw  the  fouthern  part  of  the  ring, 
which  palled  before  the  body,  very 
plainly  brighter  than  the  difk  of 
Saturn,  on  which  it  was  projeded  ; 
*  and  on  the  27th  of  the  fame  month, 
I  found,  that  with  a  power  of  4.10, 
mv  feven-feet  rededor  had  hardly 
Jight  enough  for  Saturn,  when  the 
ring  was  notwithfbmding  fudiciently 
fright.  Again  the  nth  of  March, 
1780,  I  tried  the  powers  of  222, 
332,  and  449,  fucceliivelv,  and  found 
the  light  of  Saturn  lefs  intenfe  than 
that  of  the  ring ;  the  colour  of  the 
body  with  the  high  powers  turning 


to  a  kind  of  yellow,  while  that  of 
the  ring  {fill  remained  white.  The 
fame  refult  happened  on  June  25* 
1781,  with  the  power  460. 

•“  X  come  now  to  one  of  the  molt 
remarkable  properties  in  the  con- 
ffrudion  of  the  ring,  which  is  its 
extreme  thinnefs.  The  fituation  of 
Saturn,  for  fome  months  pail,  has 
been  particularly  favourable  for  an 
inveffigation  of  this  circumflance  ; 
and  my  experiments  have  been  fa 
complete,  that  there  can  remain  jod 
doubt  on  this  head. 

u  When  we  were  nearly  In  the 
plane  of  the  ring,  I  have  repeatedly 
ieen  the  firft,  the  fecond,  and  the 
third  fatellites,  nay  even  the  iixth 
and  feventh,  pafs  before  and  behind 
the  ring  in  fuch  a  manner  that  they 
ferved  as  excellent  micrometers  to 
eftimale  its  thicknefs  by.  It  may¬ 
be  proper  tp  mention  a  few  inftances, 
efpecially  as  they  will  ferve  to  foive 
fome  phenomena  that  have  been  re¬ 
marked  by  other  aflronomers,  with¬ 
out  having  been  accounted  for  in 
any  manner  that  could  be  admitted, 
confidently  with  other  known  fa6Is, 
July  18,  1789,  at  19  h.  41' 
fidereal  time,  the  firfl  fatellite  feemed 
to  hang  upon  the  following  arm,  de¬ 
clining  a  little  towards  the  north, 
and  I  faw  it  gradually  advance  upon 
it  towards  the  body  of  Saturn  ;  but 
the  ring  was  not  fo  thick  as  the  lucid 
point.  \  July  23,  at  19  h,  41  '8",  the 
fecond  fatellite  was  a  very  little  pre¬ 
ceding  the  ring;  but  the  ring  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  lefs  than  half  the  thick¬ 
nefs  of  the  fatellite.  July  27,  at  20 
h.  15'  1 2",  the  fecond  fatellite  w as 
about  the  middle,  upon  the  follow¬ 
ing  arm  of  the  ring,  and  towards  the 
fouth  ;  and  the  fixth  fatellite  on  the 
farther  end,  towards  the  nortn ;  but 
the  arm  was  thinner  than  either  o t 
them.  Auguft  29,  at  22  h.  12' 25", 
the  third  fatellite  was  upon  the  ring, 
near  the  end  of  the  preceding,  arm  ; 
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and  my  remark  at  the  time  when  I 
faw  it  was,  that  the  arm  feemed  not 
to  be  the  fourth,  at  leaf!  not  the 
third,  part  of  the  diameter  of  the 
fatellite,  which,  in  the  fituation  it 
was,  I  took  to  be  lefs  than  one  Engle 
fecond  in  diameter.  At  the  fame 
time  I  alfo  faw  the  feventh  fatellite, 
at  a  little  diftance  following  the  third 
in  the  fhape  of  a  bead  upon  a  thread 
projecting  on  both  fides  of  the  fame 
arm  :  hence  we  are  fure,  that  the 
arm  alfo  appeared  thinner  than  the 
feventh  fatellite,  which  is  confider- 
ably  fmaller  than  the  fixth,  which 
again  is  a  little  lefs  than  the  firft 
fatellite.  Auguft  35,  at  .20  h.  48' 
26/7,  the  preceding  arm  w^s  loaded 
abort  the  middle  by  the  third 
fatellite.  October  15,  at  o  h.  43' 
44",  I  faw  the  fixth  fatellite,,  with¬ 
out  obftruCtion,  about  the  middle  of 
the  preceding  arm,  though  the  ring 
was  but  barely  vifible  with  my  forty- 
feet  refleCtor,  even  while  the  planet 
was  in  -the  meridian however,  we 
were  then  a  little  inclined  to  the 
plane  of  the  ring,  and  the  third 
fatellite,  when  it  came  near  its  con¬ 
junction  with  the  firft,  was  fo  fttuated 
that  it  muft  have  partly  covered  the 
firft  a  few  minutes  after  the  time  I 
joft  it  behind  my  houfe.  In  all  thefe 
obfervations  the  ring  did  not  in  the 
leaft  interfere  with  my  view  of  the 
fatellites.  OCtober  16,  I  followed 
the  fixth  and  feventh  fatellites  up  to 
the  very  difk  of  the  planet  ;  and  the 
ring,  which  was  extremely  faint, 
oppofed  no  manner  of  obftruCtion  to 
jny  feeing  them  gradually  approach 
the  difk,  where  the  feventh  vaniftied 
at  21  h.  4  V  44",  and  the  fixth  at  22 
n.  36  44.  . 

u  I  might  bring  many  other  in- 
ftances,  if  the  above  were  not  quite 
fufficient  for  the  purpofe.  There 
is,  however,  forrte  coniiderable 
fufpicion,  that,  by  a  refraCtion 
through  fome-  very  rare  atmofphere 


on  the  two  planes  of  the  ring,  the 
fatellites  might  be  lifted  up  and  de- 
prefted,  fo  as  to  become  vifible  on 
both  fides  of  the  ring,  even  though 
the  ring  fhould  be  equal  in  thick- 
nefs  to  the  diameter  of  the  fmalleft 
fatellite,  which  may  amount  to  icoo 
miles!  As  for  the  argument  of  its 
incredible  thinnefs,  which  fomeaftro- 
nomers  have  brought  from  the  fhort 
time  of  its  being  invifible,  when  the 
earth  pafles  through  its  plane,  we 
cannot  fet  much  value  upon  them  ; 
for  they  muft  have  fuppofed  the  edge 
of  the  ring,  as  they  have  alfo  re- 
prefented  it  in  their  figures,  to  be 
fquare  ;  but  there  is  the  greateft 
reafon  to  fuppofe  it  either  fphericai 
or  fpheroidical,  in  which  cafe  evi¬ 
dently  the  ring  cannot  difappear  for 
any  long  time.  Nay,  I  may  venture 
to  fay,  that  the  ring  cannot  poflibly 
difappear  on  account  of  its  thinnefs  • 
fince,  either  from  the  edge  or  the 
fides,  even  if  it  were  fquare  on  the 
corners,  it  muft  always  expofe  to  our 
fight  fome  part  which  is  illuminated 
by  the  rays  of  the  fun  :  and  that; 
this  is  plainly  the  cafe,  we  may  com 
elude  from  its  being  vifible  in  my 
telefcopes  during  the  time  when 
others  of  lefs  light  had  loft  it,  and 
when  evidently  we  were  turned  to¬ 
wards  the  unenlightened  fide,  fo  that; 
we  muft  either  fee  the  rounding  part 
of  the  enlightened  edge,  or  elfe  the 
refleCIion  of  the  light  of  Saturn  upon 
the  fide  of  the  darkened  ring,  as  we 
fee  the  reflected  light  of  the  earth  on 
the  dark  part  of  the  new  moon,  f 
will,  however,  not  decide  Which  of 
the  two  may  be  the  cafe  ;  efpecially 
as  there  are  other  very  Axons:  reafons 
to  induce  us  to  think,  that  the  edge 
of  the  ring  is  of  fuch  a  nature  as  not 
to  refleCt  much  light. 

“  I  cannot  leave  this  fubjeCt  with¬ 
out  mentioning  both  my  own  former 
furmifes,  and  thofe  of  feveral  other 
aftronomers,  of  a  fuppofed  rough- 
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nefs  in  the  furface  of  the  ring,  or 
inequality  in  the  planes  and  inclina¬ 
tions  of  its  flat  tides.  They  arofe 
from  feeing  luminous  parts  on  its 
extent,  which  were  fuppofed  to  be 
projecting  points,  like  the  moon’s 
mountains ;  or  from  feeing  one  arm 
brighter  or  longer  than  another  ;  or 
even  from  feeing  one  arm  when  the 
other  was  inviflble.  I  was,  in  the 
beginning  of  this  feafon,  inclined 
to  the  fame  opinion,  till  one  of 
thefe  fuppofed  luminous  points  was 
kind  enough  to  venture  off  the  edge 
of  the  ring,  and  appeared  in  the 
fhape  of  a  fatellite.  Now,  as  I  had 
collected  every  inequality  of  this 
fort,  it  was  eafy  enough  for  me 
afterwards  to  calculate  all  fuch  fur- 
mifes  by  the  known  periodical  time 
of  the  firft,  fecond,  third,  flxth,  and 
l'eventh  fatellites ;  and  I  have  always 
found  that  fuch  appearances  were 
owing  to  fome  of  thefe  fatelli  tes  which 
were  either  before  or  behind  the 
ring.  The  2cth  of  OCtober,  for  in- 
ftance,  at  22  h.  35'  46",  I  faw  four 
of  Saturn’s  fatellites  all  in  one  row, 
and  at  almoft  an  equal  diftance  from 
each  other,  on  the  following  fide ; 
and  yet  the  firft  fatellite,  which  was 
the  fartheft  of  them  all,  was  only 
about  half-way  towards  its  greateft 
elongation  from  the  body  of  Saturn, 
How  eafily,  with  an  inferior  tele- 
fcope,  this  might  have  been  taken 
for  one  of  the  arms  of  Saturn,  I 
leave  thofe  to  guefs  who  know  what 
a  degree  of  accuracy  it  mult  require 
•to  diftingnifh  objects  that  are  fo 
minute,  and  at  the  fame  time  fo 
faint,  on  account  of  their  tiearnefs 
to  the  difk  of  the  planet.  Upon  the 
whole,  therefore,  I  cannot  fay,  that 
I  had  any  one  inltance  that  could 
induce  me  to  believe  the  ring  was 
not  of  an  uniform  thicknefs  ;  that 
is,  equally  thick  at  equal  diftance? 
from  the  center,  and  of  an  equal 
diameter  throughout  the  whole  of  its 


conftruCl'ion.  The  idea  of  pro¬ 
tuberant  points  upon  the  ring  ■  of 
Saturn,  indeed,  is  of  itfelf  fufiicient 
to  render  the  opinion  of  their 
exiftence  inadmiflibJe,  when  we  con- 
fider  the  enormous  fize  fuch  points 
ought  to  be  of,  for  us  to  fee  them  at 
the  diftance  we  are  from  the  planet. 

u  From  thefe  fuppofed  luminous 
points  I  am,  by  imperceptible  fteps, 
brought  to  the  difcovery  of  two 
fatellites  of  Saturn,  which  had  ef- 
caped  unnoticed,  on  account  of  their 
little  diftance  from  the  planet,  and 
faintnefs  ;  which  latter  is  partly  to 
be  afcribed  to  their  ftnallnefs,  and 
partly  to  -  being  fo  near  the  light  of 
.  the  ring  and  difk  of  Saturn.  Strong 
fufpicions  of  the  exiftence  of  a  fixth 
fatellite  I  have  long  entertained  ; 
and,  if  I  had  been  more  at  leifure 
two  years  ago,  when  the  difcovery 
of  the  two  Georgian  fatellites  took 
me  as  it  were  off  the  fceiit,  I  fliould 
certainly  have  been  able  to  announce 
its  exiftence  as  early  as  the  19th  of 
Auguft,  1787,  when,  at,  22  h.  1  S' 
5  6'",  I  faw,  and  marked  it  down  as 
being  probably,  a  ftxth  fatellite, 
which  was  then  about  12  degrees 
paft  its  greateft  preceding  elongation. 
But,  as  I  obferved  before,  not  having 
time  to  give  my  thoughts  to  the 
fubject,  I  referved  a  full  inveftiga- 
tion  of  the  number  of  fatellites,  and 
the  nature  of  the  ring  of  Saturn,  for 
a  future  opportunity.  Befides,  not 
having  any  tables  of  the  fatellites,  I 
could  not  confidently  fay,  whether 
the  fiftji  fatellite  was  not  one  of  the 
five  which  I  perceived  in  motion 
that  night,  though  afterwards  I 
found,  that  the  real  fifth  had  alfo 
been  in  view,  and  was  marked  down 
as  a  ftar,  by  the  letter  b,  in  a  figure 
I  delineated  of  Saturli  and  its  fatel¬ 
lites  that  evening. 

“In  the  year  1788  very  little  could 
be  done  towards  a  difcovery,  as  my 
twenty-feet  fpeculum  was  fo  much 
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tarniflied  by  : zenith  f weeps ,  in  which 
it  had  been  more  than  ufually  ex- 
pofed  to  falling  dews,  that  I  could 
hardly  fee  the  Georgian  fatellites. 
In  hopes  of  great  fuccefs  with  my 
forty-feet  fpecnlum,  I  deferred  the- 
attack  upon  Saturn  till  that  fhould 
be  finifhed;  and  having  taken  an 
early  opportunity  of  directing  it  to 
Saturn,  the  very  firft  moment  I  faw 
the  planet,  which  was  the  28th  of 
bail  Auguft,  T  was  prefen  ted  with  a 
view  of  fix  of  its  fatellites,  in  fuch  a 
Situation,  and  fo  bright,  as  rendered 
it  impoftible  to  miftake  them,  or  not 
to-  fee  them.  The  retrograde  mo¬ 
tion  of  Saturn  amounted  to  nearly 
44  minutes  per  day,  which  made  it 
very  eafy  to  afeertain  whether  the 
liars  I  took  to  be  fatellites  really  were 
fo  ;  and,  in  about  two  hours  and 
an  half,  I  had  the  pleafure  of  find¬ 
ing,  that  the  planet  had  vifibly 
carried  them  all  awav  from  their 

y 

places.  I  continued  my  obfervations 
conflantly,  whenever  the  weather 
would  permit ;  and  the  great  light 
of  the  forty-feet  fpeculum  was  now 
of  fo  much  ufe,  that  I  alfo,  on  the 
17th  of  September,  detected  the 
feventh  fatellite,  when  it  was  at  its 
jrreateft  precedingelongation. 

“  As  foon  as  I  had  obfervations 
enough  to  make  tables  of  the  motion 
of  thefe  new  fatellites,  I  calculated 
their  place  backwards,  and  foon 
found  that  many  fufpicions  of  thefe 
fatellites,  in  the  fiiape  of  protuberant 
points  on  the  arms,  were  confirmed 
and  .  ferved  to  correct  the  tables,  fo 
as  to  render  them  more  .perfeCt. 
Fig.  6*  reprefents  the  feven  fatellites 
of  Saturn,  as  they  were  fituated 
Oftobej:  18, fat  2*  h.  22"  45A  The 
fmall  liar  s  ferved  to  fiiew  the  mo¬ 
tion.  of  the  planet  in  a  Hr  iking  man¬ 
ner  ?  as,  in  about  3-i-  hours  after  the 
above-mentioned  time,  the  whole 
Saturnian  fyftem  was  completely 
moved  awav,  fo  as  to  leave  the  ftai*  s 
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as  much  following  the  fecond  and 
firft  fatellites,  which  then  were  in 
conjunction,  as  it  now  was  before 
the  fecond. 

“  By  comparing  together  many 
obfervations  of  the  fixth  fatellite,  I 
find,  that  it  completes  a  fidereal  revo¬ 
lution  about  Saturn  in  one  day,  8 
hours,  c  q".  And  if  we  fuppofe 
with  M.  de  la  Lande,  that  the 
fourth  is  the  mean  diftance  of  3' 
from  the  center  of  Saturn,  and 
performs  one  revolution  in  13  d.  22 
h.  3  y  3  8",  we  find  the  diftance  of 
the  fixth,  by  Kepler’s  law,  to  be  35",, 
03  *.  Its  light  is  confiderablyftrong, 
but  not  equal  to  that  of  the  firft 
latellite;  for,  on  the  2cth  of  Octo¬ 
ber,  at  19  h.  c6/  46/;,  when  thefe 
two  fatellites  were  placed  asr  in  the 
firft,  notwithftanding  if  was  nearer 
the  planet  than  the  fixth,  was  ftill 
vifibly  brighter  than  the  latter.  It 
would,  however,  be  worth  while  to 
try  whether  a  good  achromatic  tele- 
fcope,  of  a  large  aperture,  might 
not  polliblv  ihew  it  at  the  time  of  its 
greateft  diftance  from  the  planet,, 
and  when  no  other  fatellite  is  near  ; 
that  is,  provided  it  will  ftiew  the 
other  five  fatellites  with  oreat  eafe, 

m  O  * 

as  otherwife  there  will  be  no  reafon 
to  expert  it  fhould  lhew  the  fixth. 

“  I11  the  period  of  this  fatellite  I  have 
employed  the  obiervation  of  the  tgth 
of  Auguft,  1787,  as  from  other 
calculations,  it  feems  the  revolution 
is  determined  near  enough  to  reach 
back  fo  far. 

u  The  moft  diftant  obfervations  of 
the  feventh  fatellite,  being  com¬ 
pared  together,  fiiew,  that  it  makes 
one  fidereal  revolution  in  22  hours, 
40  minutes,  and  46  feconds  :  and, 
bv  the  fame  data  which  ferved  to 
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afeertain  the  dimenfion  of  the  orbit 
of  the  fixth,  we  have  the  diftance  of 
the  feventh,  from  the  center  of  Sa¬ 
turn,  no  more  than  2 7"  30 6.  It  is 
incomparably  fmaller  than  the  fixth 
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and,  even  in  my  forty-feet  refle&or, 
appears  no  bigger  than  a  very  fmall 
lucid  point.  I  fee  it,  however,  alfo 
very  well  in  the  twenty-feet  refiedor ; 
to  which  the  exquifite  figure  of  the 
fp ecu lum  not  a  little  contributes.  ]  t 
mu  ft  neverthelefs  be  remembered, 
that  a  Satellite  once  difcovered  is 
much  eafter  to  be  feen,  than  it  was 
before  we  were  acquainted  with  its 
place. 

44  The  revolution  of  this  Satellite 
is  not  nearly  fo  well  ascertained  as 
that  of  the  former.  The  difficulty 
of  having  a  number  of  observations 
is  uncommonly  great ;  for,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  fmalinefs  of  its  orbit, 
tiie  Satellite  lies  generally  before  and 
behind  the  planet  and  its  ring,  or  at 
leaft  fo  near  them  that,  except  in 
very  fine  weather,  it  cannot  eaftly  be 
feen  well  enough  to  take  its  place 
with  accuracy.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  greateft  elongations  allow  fo 
much  latitude  for  miftaking  its  true 


fituation,  that  it  will  require  a  con- 
ftderable  time  to  divide  the  errors 
that  muft  arife  from  imperfedl  efti- 
mations. 

44  The  orbits  of  thefe  two  Satellites, 
as  appears  from  many  observations 
of  them,  are  exaftly  in  the  plane  of 
the  ring,  or  at  leaft  deviate  fo  little 
from  it,  that  the  difference  cannot 
be  perceived.  It  is  true,,  there  is  a 
poflibiJity  that  the  line  of  their  nodes 
may  be  in,  or  near,  the  prefent 
greateft  elongation,  in  which  cafe 
the  orbits  nrav  have  fome  Small  in- 
dination  ;  but  as  I  have  repeatedly 
feen  them  run  along  the  very  mi¬ 
nute  arms  of  the  ring,  even  then  the 
deviation  cannot  amount  to  more 
than  perhaps  one  or  two  degrees  ;  if* 
on  the  contrary,  the  nodes  Should  be 
Situated  near  the  conjimdion,  this 
quantity  would  he  fo  considerable 
that  it  could  not  have  draped  my 
observation.” 
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TT  AVlNG  in  my  former  letter 
Jf  JL  Shewn,  that  Whyn  Dykes, 
or,  in  other  words,  veins  of  lava,  are 
found  in  the  vicinity  of  columnar  ba- 
faltes,  which  latter  are  now,  by  al- 
moft  univerfal  confent,  acknowledg¬ 
ed  to  be  of  volcanic  origin ;  I  Shall 
proceed  to  defcribe  the  Whyn  Dykes 
of  Hay,  and  Shall  commence  with 
giving  you  a  general  idea  of  the 
extent  and  various  fixata  of  that 
iliand. 

44  Ilay,  from  the  northern  to  the 


Southern  extremes,  is  about  thirty 
miles  in  length,  and  in  one  part  ex¬ 
tends  nearly  as  much  in  breadth 
from  the  eaftern  to  the  weftem 
Ihores.  The  S.  W.  part  of  the  iftand 
is  low ;  but  the  land  fifes  to  the 
N.  E.  and  the  mountains  and  cliffs 
which  form  the  north-eaft  coaft  are 
Sleep  and  lofty.  At  the  head  of  Loch- 
in-Daal,  and  near  Romore,  the  rock, 
which  appears  at  day  k  of  curled, 
hornftone,  and  does  not  feem  to  have 
any  particular  direction.  Fur&ing 
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the  road  (N.  E.)  to  Port  Afkeg,  the 
hornftone  becomes  more  regularly 
laminated,  and  ranges  N.  W.  and 
S.  E. ;  and  fome  of  the  hollows  be¬ 
tween  the  little  rifing  hills  are  found 
to  contain  gravel.  At  four  miles 
from  Bomore  commences  the  lime- 
ftone  ftratum,  the  joints  in  which  are 
nearly  vertical,  and  range  in  general 
N.  E^  and  S.  W.  It  is  about  four 
miles  in  breadth  from  S.  E.  to  N.  W.j 
but  I  have  not  been  able  to  difcover 
how  far  it  extends  in  the  courfe  of 
its  range,  never  having  traced  it 
more  than  three  miles  in  that  direc¬ 
tion  ;  but  it  is  nearly  certain,  that  it 
does  not  reach  either  the  eaftern  or 
the  welder n  fhore,  from  the  Mull  of 
Kinhouth,  the  eaftern  fide,  being 
hornftone  till  near  M‘  Arthur’s  Head ; 
and  from  thence,  round  to  the  weft- 
ward,  the  cliffs  being  of  chert.  Con¬ 
tinuing  the  route  for  almoft  a  mile 
along  the  high  road,  after  leaving  the 
limeftone,  veins  of  fhale,  and  of  a 
whitifti  ftone  marl,  are  feen  ;  then 
the  chert  appears,  which  reaches  to 
Port  Aikeg,  and  north  and  fouth 
from  thence  along  the  fhores  of  the 
found  not  only  on  the  Ilay  but  like- 
wife  on  the  Jura  fide.  Within  the 
ifiand  are  feveral  fmall  lochs  (or 
lakes)  and  many  turf  modes.  Where 
the  limeftone  prevails  are  fome  mi¬ 
nute  firings  of  rich  copper  ore,  and 
mines  are  opened  in  lead  ore  veins ; 
but  they  are  not  productive  of  profit 
to  the  adventurers.  There  are  many 
old  workings,  fuppofed  to  have  been 
opened  by  the  Danes.  Iron  ore  is 
found  ftratified  in  the  mountains. 
Bog  iron  ore  ismet  with  in  the  modes ; 
and  near  Bally-echra  is  a  body  of  firm 
iron  ore.  At  Loch  Knock,  near 
McArthur’s  Head,  is  an  extenfive  bed 
of  gneifs ;  and  near  Ardieftree  is  an 
an  immenfe  Whyn  Dyke,  and  the 
hill  Knock  Reneftle  is  a  magnetic 
mafs  of  rock,  which  confiderabiy  de- 
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ranges  the  compafs,  as  you  difeovered 
when  you  vifited  it  laft  dimmer. 

The  Whyn  Dykes  are  too  fmgular 
in  their  formation  to  efcape  the  eye 
of  the  naturalift  who  traverfes  this 
ifiand.  They  are  maftes,  or  gather 
veins,  generally  of  a  dark-brown 
(apparently  bafaltic)  matter,  not  un- 
frequently  containing  bladder-holes; 
from  three,  four,  and  dx  feet,  to  eight 
or  more  yards  in  breadth,  running 
in  various  directions.  In  fome  places 
they  are  ftraight  for  a  condderabie 
length ;  in  others,  their  courfe, 
though  progredive,  is  infledled  ;  and 
in  fome  parts  they  rife  between  three 
and  four  feet  above  the  fur  face, 
forming  natural  boundaries  or  dykes 
(from  whence  their  name  fe  ms  to 
be  derived)  Handing  vertical  ,  and 
appearing  to  fill  up  the  chafms  form¬ 
ed  at  fome  remote  period  in  the 
ftrata.  4 v 

u  In  giving  a  more  minute  account 
of  the  Whyn  Dykes  which  have  fallen 
under  my  observation,  it  becomes 
necedary  to  mention,  that  when  I 
arrived  at  Loch  Loudain,  I  there- 
hired  a  row  boat,  in  which  I  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Freeport  Bay.  At  the  place 
where  I  re-imbarked,  the  fhore  is 
low,  and  compofed  of  horn-ftone. 
After  pading  the  ruins  of  an  ancient 
caftle,  in  about  an  hour  and  an  half 
I  landed  on  a  rocky  point,  where  I 
difeovered  a  large  Whyn  Dyke,  be¬ 
tween  three  and  four  yards  wide, 
Handing  vertically,  and  ranging  S.  W. 
into  the  land.  It  is  of  a  dark-brown 
colour,  externally  approaching  to 
black,  and  contains  bladder-holes, 
fome  of  which  are  filled  wi  th  quartz, 
and  others  with  reddifh  lamellar 
fpar,  which  effervefces  ftrongly  with 
nitrous  acid,  as  do  many  parts  of  the 
bafis  of  the  fubftance,  which  is  too 
foft  to  ftrike  fire  with  Heel,  but  is 
condderablv  magnetic,  and  of  the 
fpecific  gravity  of  21863.  Embarking 

from 
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from  hence,  and  eroding  a  fmall 
fandy  bay  (named  Thurot’s  Bay, 
from  that  gallant  Frenchman  having 
landed  there),  we  reached  the  high 
mountainous  point  called  M ‘Arthur’s 
Plead,  which  forms  the  S.  E.  point  of 
th6  found  of  Hay.  The  ftratum  here 
is  white  chert,  with  many  large 
patches  and  ftripes  of  red,  which  in¬ 
dicate  that  it  contains  iron  ;  but  the 
great  height,  and  almoft  perpendicu¬ 
larity,  of  the  cliffs,  prevented  my  mi¬ 
nutely  examining  them.  From 
thence  to  Portafkeg  and  Freeport 
Bay,  the  rocky  fhore,  which  is  com- 
pofed  of  chert,  is  lefs  elevated,  fhews 
many  indications  of  iron,  and  has  fe- 
veral  fiffures  and  caverns ,*  and  in 
fome  places  has  Whyn  Dykes  burft- 
ing  through  it,  which  appear  to  re¬ 
enter  on  the  oppoftte  cherty  iliore  of 
Jura, 

“  About  two  hundred  yards  north 
from  Freeport  Lodge  is  a  Whyn 
Dyke,  which  ranges  N.  W.  and  S.  E. 
and  appears  in  that  dire&ion  on  the 
Jura  fhore,  which  is  more  than  a 
mile  diftant.  This  Whyn  Dyke  is 
bare  at  the  cliffs  feveral  yards  in 
height,  and  is  near  nine  feet  in  width. 
It  confifts  of  an  inner  part  of  a  gra¬ 
nular,  and  fomewhat  porous  texture, 
of  a  dark  grey  colour,  with  finning 
parts  like  mica,  includes  opaque  zeo¬ 
lite  fpecks,  and  its  fpecific  gravity  is 
2,81  i.  On  each  fide  of  this,  and 
divided  from  it  by  fmall  vertical  fif¬ 
fures  or  joints,  not  more  than  an 
eighth,  or  at  the  moft  a  quarter,  of 
an  inch  wide,  are  two  bodies,  each 
near  eighteen  inches  in  width,  of  a 
dark  colour,  much  refembling  the 
preceding  fubflance,  but  without  the 
zeolite  fpecks ;  the  fpecific  gravity  is 
2,8 to.  Both  the  outer  and  inner 
fubftances  flightly  etfervefee  with 
the  nitrous  acid  ;  both  are  magnetic, 
and  both  give  fire  with  ffeel.  The 
whole  mafs  is  interfered,  at  various 
ciiftances,  by  lateral  joints,  and  is  in- 
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eluded  between  the  chert  rock,  which 
does  not  appear  the  leaft  altered 
where  it  comes  in  contaft:  with  the 
Whyn  Dyke.  Farther  along  the 
fhore  is  a  cavern  in  the  chert ;  the 
entrance  is  low  and  narrow,  but  with¬ 
in  it  is  very  capacious. 

u  Intending  to  vifit  the  cave  Ea- 
mawr,  on  the  weftern  fide  of  the 
ifland,  I  took  boat  at  Freeport,  and 
rowing  along  fhore,  which  is  of  chert, 

I  obferved  feveral  fiffures  or  caverns 
in  the  cliffs,  and  many  Whyn  Dykes, 
fome  ranging  N.  W.  others  N.  E.  I 
landed,  witnin  the  found,  on  a  white 
fliingly  beach,  the  hones  of  which 
are  all  chert,  rounded  by  attrition, 
and  the  fhingle  is  thrown  up  fo  much 
above  the  prefent  high-water  mark, 
that  it  affords  ftrong  reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve,  that  the  fea  has  greatly  receded 
from  thefe  ffiores.  Above  the  beach, 
the  cliffs  are  of  chert.  From  hence  I 
walked  three  miles  over  moors  and 
open  paftures  acrofs  the  north- weft 
point  of  the  ifland,  and  in  fome  of 
the  hollows  between  the  hills  met 
with  beds  of  ftones,  fimilar  to  thofe 
I  had  feen  on  the  beach.  Approach¬ 
ing  the  weftern  fhore,  I  faw  a  cavern, 
whofe  mouth  opened  to  the  eaftward, 
and  whofe  bottom  was  covered  with 
water.  Paffing  this,  I  arrived  at  a 
narrow^ fteep  path,  which  leads  down 
the  cliffs  to  the  fhore.  Here  are  fe- 
verai  caverns,  whofe  general  range  is 
S.E.  into  the  cliffs,  which  are  com- 
pofed  of  chert.  South  from  thefe 
caverns,  in  traverfing  the  fandy  fhore, 
I  paffed  a  vein  of  laminated  hornftone 
(approaching  to  the  nature  of  a 
fhiftus)  containing  pyrites  in  the 
joints  of  the  ftone,  which  range  near¬ 
ly  N.  N.  W .  and  S.  S.  E.  Farther 
fouth  is  an  immenfe  Whvn  Dvke, 
bu idling  from  the  cliffs ; '  it  ftands 
vertically,  is  many  yards  in  height, 
projefts  from  the  cliffs  to  the  north¬ 
westward,  and  in  that  direction  runs 
many  fathoms  into  the  fea.  It  bears 
#  the 
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the  buffeting  of  the  waves  of  the  At¬ 
lantic  Ocean  from  the  fouth-weft,  and 
feems  to  defy  their  rage,  though  its 
breadth,  compared  with  its  height 
and  length,  is  very  inconfiderable,  it 
not  being  more  than  five  or  fix  yards 
wide.  It  is  of  a  dark  granular  fub- 
ftance,  very  fimilar  to  the  Whyn 
Dyke  near  Freeport,  excepting  that 
the  central  part  is  fofter  and  of  a 
paler  colour.  The  outer  Tides,  which 
are  each  about  two  feet  thick,  are  of 
a  very  dark  colour,  hard,  contain 
l'ome  bladder-holes  and  fpecks  of 
zeolite,  are  detached  from  the  center 
(in  general)  by  very  fmall  joints, 
and  the  whole  is  divided  by  tranf- 
verfe  joints  into  irregular  polygons 
of  various  dimenfions.  If  this  ftu- 
pendous  objeCt  is  viewed  from  the 
north,  it  has  much  the  appearance  of 
a  lofty  wall  of  human  fabrication. 

“  A  fmall  diftance  more  to  the 
fouthward  is  the  great  cave,  in  the 
Erfe  dialed!  called  Ea  mawr.  The 
entrance  is  near  twenty-three  yards 
wide,  and  from  fix  to  eight  yards 
high.  After  going  in  a  little  way 
the  roof  rifes,  and  the  cavern  extends 
in  breadth  ;  but  at  about  an  hundred 
and  fifty  yards  from  the  entrance,  all 
its  dimenfions  are  contracted,  and  it 
becomes  fo  fmall  as  barely  to  admit 
further  progrefs  without  crawling  on 
hands  and  knees.  There  are  fome 
calcareous  ftalaCtites  pendent  from 
the  roof;  and  in  this  cave,  as  well 
as  thofe  before  mentioned,  wherever 
the  water  pervades  through  the  joints 
of  the  chert,  it  tinges  the  fides  of  a 
ferruginous  hue. 

“  From  hence  I  returned  by  the 
fame  route  to  the  boat  and  to  Free¬ 
port  ;  and  having  given  you  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  principal  Whyn  Dykes 
which  I  examined  on  the  fea  coaft,  I 
will  proceed  to  relate  thofe  obferva- 
tions  which  occurred  in  my  progrefs 
through  the  interior  parts  of  the 
bland,  confining  mv  remarks  more 
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particularly  to  the  Whyn  Dykes 
which  conftitute  the  fubjedt  of  pre- 
fent  confideration. 

“  Afcending  the  hill  from  Free¬ 
port,  in  the  way  to  Shinegart,  the 
road  goes  for  about  a  mile  over  chert. 
Near  Ferfabus  are  beds  of  ftone  marl, 
and  a  very  large  Whyn  Dyke,  rang¬ 
ing  N.  E.  and  S.  W.  Hence  the 
path  leads  over  hornftone ;  and  in 
one  part  is  a  laminated  hornftone, 
ranging  E.  and  W.  It  inclines  to  a 
fhiftus  ;  but  where  it  ftands  bare  at 
day  is  foft  and  partly  decompofed ; 
but  probably  might  be  found  ufeful 
for  coverings  if  it  was  tried  in  depth. 
Again  the  chert  is  feen,  and  again 
hornftone,  in  which  is  included  the 
lead  vein  of  Shinegart,  fituated  on 
the  S.  E.  fide  of  Portnealin  Loch. 
This  vein  had  been  formerly  work¬ 
ed  ;  but,  when  the  old  workings 
were  cleared  out,  was  found  not 
worth  purfuing.  The  vein  ranges 
N.  N.  E.  and  S.  S.  W.  is  two  feet 
wide,  and  hades  to  the  eaftward,  and 
is  crofted  at  right  angles  (a  few  yards 
to  the  northward  of  the  workings) 
by  a  fmall  Whyn  Dyke.  At  Mull- 
rees  are  old  workings  on  a  lead  vein, 
which  is  about  four  feet  wide,  but 
left  poor,  and  ranges  N.  and  S.  be¬ 
tween  lime-llone  Tides,  hading  to  the 
weftward.  South-fouth-weft  from 
henee  is  a  natural  cavity  in  the  lime- 
ftone,  called  the  Giant  s  Hole.  Here 
the  joints  of  the  limeftone  range  S.  E. 
and  N.  W.  and  are  crofted  by  a  (hale 
firing,  three  feet  wide,  ranging  N.  B. 
and  S.  W.  The  water  of  a  little 
ftream,  which  falls  into  the  Giant’s 
Hole,  paftes  through  a  fifth  re  in  the 
limeftone,  and  iftues  again  to  the  day 
in  lower  ground,  fifty  yards  to  the 
fou th-eaft ward.  Returned  by  Per- 
fabus  to  Freeport,  having  gone  over 
feveral  Whyn  Dykes  of  various 
widths,  and  running  in  various  di¬ 
rections. 

“  From  Freeport  went  (by  Perfa- 
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bus)  to  Gartnefs  kad  mine,  which  is 
fttuated  in  the  center  of  the  Iimeftone 
country  ;  much  work  has  been  done 
here,  but  at  prefent  there  are  no 
great  profpebts  of  fuccefs.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  vein,  which  In  fome  parts  is 
about  one  foot  wide,  has  .a  flight  hade 
to  the  north-eaftward,  and  ranges 
fouth-eaft  and  north-weft,  along  the 
fide  of  an  immenfe  Whyn  Dyke,  be¬ 
tween  which  and  the  Iimeftone  it  is 
included,  the  points  of  the  latter  run¬ 
ning  north-eaft  and  fou th- weft  at 
right  angles  with  the  vein  and  Whvn 
Dyke. 

This  Whyn  Dyke  is  the  largeft  I 
have  yet  feen,  being  twenty-three 
yards  wide.  Where  cut  through, 
from  Abel’s  to  Hodgfon’s  fhafts,  it 
divides  the  iimeftone  ftrata,  and  is 
nearly  vertical,  having,  like  the  vein, 
a  very  flight  hade  to  the  north-eaft- 
ward.  It  is  chiefly  compabt,  but  not 
entirely  without  failures.  It  varies 
both  in  colour  and  texture ;  in  fome 
parts  approaching  to  the  texture  .and 
hardnefs  of  bafaltes ;  in  others,  be¬ 
ing  granular,  of  a  black  iron-grey 
colour  with  fhimng  parts,  gives  fire 
with  fteel,  is  {lightly  magnetic,  does 
not  effervefce  with  nitrous  acid,  and 
its  fpecific  gravity  is  2,631.  ,  Other 
parts,  of  nearly  the  fame  texture  and 
colour,  have  none  of  the  preceding 
qualities;  fpecific  gravity  2,698. 
Some  pieces  are  found  which  con¬ 
tain  minute  fpecks  of  fhoerl,  and  of  a 
calcareous  fpar ;  fpecific  gravity 
2,484.  In  fome  parts  it  is  of  awhitifli 
grey  calcareous  fubftance,  fpecific 
gravity  2,542  ;  in  others  of  a  pale 
greenim  grey,  whofe  fpecific  gravity 
is  2,322,  and  which  does  not  effer- 
vefce  with  nitrous  acid,  but  contains 
threads  of  calcareous  lpar,  and  is 
fometimes  alfo  found  coated,  and 
fometimes  fpangled,  with  pyrites, 
and  then  its  fpecific  gravity  is  ip- 
creafed  to  2,833,  Throughout  this 
great  mafs,  nodules  of  a  yellowifh 
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grey  colour  are  found,  which  do  not 
effervefce  with  acids,  or  give  fire  with 
f'teei,  and  whicn  are  in  appearance 
very  fimilarto  fome  kinds  of  Derby- 
lliiie  toadftone ;  fpecific  gravity 
2,632.  Other  nodules  are  alfo  met 
with,  of  a  kind  of  indurated  clay, 
coated  like  the  geodes,  and  tinged 
with  iron.  The  centra]  part,  which 
is  the  fofteft,  after  being  drawn  up, 
and  lying  fome  time  expofed  to  the 
abiion  of  the  air,  decompofes,  and 
moulders  into  a  friable  earth,  fimilar 
to  that  which  is  found,  on  the  furface 
near  Beltaft,  and  various  other  places 
in  the  county  of  Antrim,  and  in  the 
ill  and  of  Staffa. 

“  Going  from  Gartnefs  to  the  lead 
mines  at  Ardachie,  I  pafled  Glafgow 
Beg,  where  is  a  lead  vein,  formerly 
wrought,  ranging  between  Iimeftone 
Tides  E.  S.  E.  and  W.  N.  W. :  a  fmali 
Whyn  Dyke  erodes  this  vein,  run¬ 
ning  nearly  S.  S.  W.  and  N.  N.  E. 
farther  fouth  is  an  old  open  caft  in  a 
lead  vein,  ranging  E.  and  W.  and 
hading  S.  At  fome  diftance  'from 
hence  is  Ardachie  mine.  This. vein* 
which  has  formerly  been  much 
wrought,  has  the  fame  range  and 
hade  as  the  preceding,  and  is  crofled 
by  a  W  hyn  Dyke,  ten  feet  wide,  which 
throws  the  vein  nine  feet  from  its 
general  direction.  Proceeding  from 
hence  over  moory  ground,  near  Al¬ 
lala,  law  a  ciead  vein  of  fpar,  lime- 
ftone,  and  an  argillaceous  fubftance 
mixed  with  mica ;  the  whole  tinged 
with  iron.  Continuing  my  walk,  I 
arrived  at  the  foot  of  Ben  Vinkie, 
which  is  compofed  of  a  granulated 
whitifh  chert  This  mountain  is 
faid  to  be  the  higheft  in  Hay.  It  is 
very  fteep  on  the  S.  W.  fide,' where  I 
afcended  it  by  following  the  courfe 
of  a  Whyn  Dyke,  which  reaches  very 
near  to  the  fummit.  This  Whvn 
Dyke  is  fimilar  to  thofe  before  men¬ 
tioned.  Jt  confifts  of  a  dark-grey 
granular  fubftance,  which  does  not 
H 2  effer- 
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effervefce  with  nitrous  acid,  but  gives 
fire  with  fteel,  is  (lightly  magnetic, 
and  its  fpecifk  gravity  is  2,901.  It 
confifts  alfo  of  a  very  dark  granular 
fubftance,  with  the  fame  properties 
as  the foregoing :  and  further,  in  fome 
(ome  parts,  it  has  a  granularfubftanee, 
which  includes  fmall  pieces  of  white 
chert ;  other  parts  are  of  an  argillace¬ 
ous  fubftance,  fomewhat  refembling 
hornftone,  and  others  of  a  calcareous 
fubftance  which  (lightly  effervefces 
with  nitrous  acid.  Here  is  alfo  a  kind 
of  vein,  containing  a  brownifh  argil¬ 
laceous  fubilance,  and  reddifh  cubi¬ 
cal  calcareous  fpar.  The  very  fum- 
mit  of  the  mountain  is  compofed  of 
white  cryftalline  chert,  which  is  not 
unfrequently  tinged  with  iron. 

“  Lolfit  Hill  being  an  objefl  of 
great  curiofitv,  I  (hall  with  pleafure 
retrace- our  walk  from  Gartnefs  by 
Glafgow  Beg  to  Lolfit  Loch  and  to 
the  Hill.  Walking  on  the  weftern 
fhore  of  the  Loch  v/e  faw  a  vein  of 
blue  (liiftus,  many  yards  wide,  rang¬ 
ing  N.  E.  and  S.  W.  not  far  from 
which  is  an  ochraceous  earth,  and 
much  bog  iron  ore.  Obferving,  on 
the  fouth  fide  of  the  Loch,  the  ap¬ 
pearance  (?r  an  ochrv  earth,  we  went 
round  to  examine  it ;  and  near  it 
we  found  an  immenfe  Wliyn  Dyke, 
ranging  nearly  S.  E.  and  N.  W.  corn- 
pofed  of  a  friable  fubftance  contain¬ 
ing  zeolite,  of  a  black  granular  fub¬ 
ftance,  which  gives  fire  with  fteel, 
and  a  yellowifti  grey  fubftance,  per¬ 
fectly  fiiiiilar  in  appearance  to  that 
before  defcribed.  In  its  vicinity  the 
chert  is  extremely  broken  and  cellu- 
lar  ;  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  this  is  a 
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continuation  of  the  Gartnefs  Whyn 
Dyke,  it  having  the  fame  range,  and 
nearly  the  fame  breadyh.  After  view- 
i  g  the  Fort  (fee  Pennant’s  Voyage 
in  1  "’72,  p.  219.)  we  began  our  ex¬ 
amination  of  the  fubftances  which 
(Cmpcfethe  hill.  They  are  in  ge- 

•.3  i  ftficcoiis,  varioufly  blended  ; 


the  northern  brow  is  of  chert,  the  ' 
joints  of  which  range  E.  and  V/.  and 
the  beds  are  in  fome  parts  vertical,  in 
others  horizontal.  Here  is  an  irre¬ 
gular  bed  of  iron  ore,  called  emery 
bv  the  inhabitants ;  it  is  from  fix  to 
twelve  inches  in  thicknefs,  and  may 
be  traced  about  four  fathoms  in 
length.  Above  it  is  a  ftrange  mix¬ 
ture  of  chert,  hornftone,  and  friable 
yellow  fand-ftone,  blended  together 
without  any  order  or  regularity. 
This  bed  of  iron  ore  is  viftbie  on  the 
S.  W.  part  of  the  hill,  where  it  is 
near  two  feet  thick,  is  ((ratified  with 
the  chert,  which  lies  in  beds  from 
three  inches  to  two  feet  in  thicknefs, 
and  is  covered  with  a  cryftalline 
fand.  On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  hill, 
where  a  trial  has  formerly  been  made 
for  iron  ore,  there  are  feveral  lumps 
collected  in  an  heap,  but  no  appear¬ 
ance  of  bed  or  vein.  Where  the  rock 
has  been  laid  bare,  it  is  an  hafd  chert, 
with  an  outer  coat  of  foft  yellow  fand- 
ftone.  Higher  up  the  hill  is  an  hard 
chert,  with  a  kind  of  bladder-holes. 
Skirting  the  hill  we  clefcended  on  the 
north  fide,  and  faw  two  places,  for¬ 
merly  wrought,  where  there  is  nqt 
any  appearance  of  a  vein,  but  mere¬ 
ly  a  jumble  of  iron  pyrites.  At  a 
very  fmf.ll  diftance  from  hence  the 
limeftone  (hews  itfelf,  and  trials  have 
been  made  for  lead  ore.  Having  fur- 
rounded  the  hill,  and  examined  it 
attentively,  and  having  feen  the  chert, 
of  which  it  is  chiefly  compofed,  thrown 
into  an  infinite  variety  of  forms ;  in 
fome  parts  broken  and  indented, 
with  a  kind  of  empty  bladder-holes  ; 
whilft  in  ether  parts  they  are  filled 
with  cryftalline  chert,  with  which 
the  tops  of  the  neighbouring  moun¬ 
tains,  and  the  Paps  of  Jura,  abound  : 
in  fhort,  from  the  very  rude  and  ir¬ 
regular  appearance  of  the  fummit  of 
the  hill,  from  its  riling  fo  fuddenly 
from  the  limeftone  ftrata,  and  from 
the  Whyn  Dyke  which  runs  through 
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it,  and  which  may  be  traced  ranging 
far  away  to  the  north-eaftward,  I  am 
fIrono.lv  induced  to  believe  it  of  vol- 
canic  origin. 

“  If  it  be  admitted  that  I  am  right 
in  my  opinion  of  the  volcanic  origin 
of  thefe  different  fubftanC.es,  a  large 
trabt  will  then  be  added  to  that  al¬ 
ready  proved  by  others  to  have  been 
fubjeht  to  the  effects  produced  by 
fubterraneous  fire  ;  which,  as  far  as 
has  hitherto  been  difcovered  with  us, 
commences  in  the  S.  W.  part  of 
Derbyfhire,  and,  if  I  miftake  not,  is 
again  feen  in  Seathwake,  about  five 
miles  from  Hawk fh’ead,  in  the  N.  V/. 
part  of  Lancaftiire,  and  appears  (N. 
W.  from  thence)  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Belfaft  in  Ireland,  and  rang¬ 
ing  through  the  northern  part  of 
that  kingdom  ;  it  is  perceived  in  fe- 
veral  of  the  weftern  iftands  of  Scot¬ 
land,  extendi ncr  as  far  north  as  the 
ifland  of  Lewis,  which  is  the  northern- 
moft  of  the  Hebrides,  and  eroding 
eaft  from  Ilav  (which  is  the  fouthern- 


moft)  by  Tarbut,  Dumbarton,  Stir¬ 
ling,  and  Edinburgh,  to  Dunbar. 

“  Some  perfons  may  confider,  with 
aftonifh merit,  the  extent  of  thqfe  veins 
and  makes  of  lava  which  appear  in 
the  northern  part  of  the  Briti  Qi  ifies, 
where  no  crater  is  vifible ;  whilft 
others,  who  have  read  VonTroil,  and 
recollect  that  he  fays  (at  p..?.^.) 
“  That  lava  is  feldom  found  near  the 
“  opening  of  a  volcano,  but  rather 
“  tuff,  or  loofe  afhes.and  grit,'”  may 
perhaps  unite  with  me  in  opinion, 
with  Mr.  Whitehurft,  “  that  the 
“  crater  from  whence  that  melted 
“  matter  flowed,  together  with  an 
u  immenfe  tradf  of  land  towards  the 
u  north,  have  been  absolutely  funk 
“  and  fwaliowed  into  the  earth,  at 
“  fome  remote  period  of  time,  and 
u  became  the  bottom  of  the  Atlantic 
a  Ocean.  A  period  indeed  much 
u  beyond  the  reach  of  any  hiftorical 
“  monument,  or  even  of  tradition 
“  itfelf.’* 


An  ACCOUNT  of  fome  EXTRAORDINARY  EFFECTS  o 
LIGHTNIN G.  By  William  Withering,  M.  D.  F.  R,  S < 

[Frdtn  the  fame  Work.] 


<*  TjERMlT  me  to  i'eqlieft  the  at- 
f  teiltion  of  the  Royal  Society, 
whilft  I  mention  a  few  faefts  relative 
to  a  thundercloud,  the  lightning  from 
Which  fufed  a  quantity  of  quartzofe 
matter. 

“  This  cloud  formed  in  the  fouth, 
iil  the  afternoon  of  September  3, 
1779,  and  took  its  courfe  nearly  due 
north.  Iii  its  paffage  it  fet  fire  to  a 
field  of  Handing  corn  ;  but  the  rain 
prefently  ex-tinguifhed  the  fire.  Soon 
afterwards  the  lightning  ftruck  an 


oak  tree  in  the  earl  of  Aylesford’s 
park  at  Packingtom 

“The  height  of  this  tree  is  39 
feet,  including  its  trunk,  which  is  13 
feet  It  did  not  ftrike  the  higheft 
bough,  but  that  which  projected  far- 
theft  fouthward.  A  man,  who  had 
taken  fhelter  againft  the  north  fide  of 
the  tree,  was  ftruck  dead  inftantane- 
oufiy,  his  cloaths  fet  on  fire,  and  the 
mofs  ( lichen )  on  the  trunk  of  the 
tree,  where  the  back  of  his  head  had 
refted,waslikewife  burnt.  Twq  men,. 

H  3  *  fpeot*- 
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fpe&ators  of  the  accident,  ran  imme-  two  inches  deeper,  the  melted  quart- 
diatelv  towards  him  upon  feeing  him  zofe  matter  began  to  appear,  and 


fail ;  and  as  it  rained  hard,  and  a 
fmall  lake  had  colle&ed  almoft  clofe 
to  the  fpot,  the  fire  was  very  foon 
extinguifhed;  but  the  effedls  of  the 
fire  on  one-half  of  his  body,  and  on 
his  cloaths,  were  fueh  as  to  fhew, 
that  the  whole  burning  was  inftan- 
taneous,  not  progreiiive. 

“  Part  of  the  eledtric  matter  pafled 
down  a  walking  flick,  which  the 
man  held  in  his 'hand,  hoping  from 
him  ;  and  where  the  flick  refled  on 
the  ground,  it  made  a  perforation 
about  two  inches  and  a  half  in  dia¬ 
meter,  and  five  inches  deep.  This 
hole  I  examined  foon  afterwards, 
and  found  nothing  in  it  but  the  burnt 
roots  of  the  grafs.  All  obfervation 
would  probably  have  ended  here, 
had  not  lord  Aylesford  determined 
to  erect  a  monument  upon  the  fpot, 
not  merely  to  commemorate  the 
event,  but  with  an  mfcription,  to 
caution  the  unwary  againft  the  dan¬ 
ger  of  fheltering  under  a  tree  during 
a  thunder  ftorm.  In  digging  the 
foundation  for  this  monument,  the 
earth  was  diflurbed  at  the  perforation 
before  mentioned,  and  the  foil  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  blackened  to  the  depth 
of  about  ten  inches.  At  this  depth 
a  root  of  the  tree  prefented  itfelf, 
,  which  was  quite  black;  but  this 
blacknefs  was  only  fuperficia],  and 
did  npt  extend  far  along  it.  About 
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continued  in  a  flop-in  g  direftion  to 
the  depth  of  1 8  inches. 

“  The  fpecimens  which  accom¬ 
pany  this  paper,  and  for  which  I  am 
indebted  to  the  attention  of  lord 
Aylesford,  will’  demonflrate  the  in- 
tenfe  heat  which  mull  have  exifted 
to  bring  fuch  materials  into  fti- 
fion. 

“No.  i.  A  quartz  pebble,  one 
corner  of  which  has  been  completely 
fufed. 

“  No.  2.  Sand,  unmixed  with  cal¬ 
careous  matter,  agglutinated  by  the 
heat.  Within  the  hollow  part  of 
this  mafs,  the  fufion  has  been  fo  per¬ 
fect,  that  the  melted  quartzofe  mat¬ 
ter  has  run  down  the  hollow,  and 
afiumed  nearly  a  globular  figure. 

“No.  3.  Smaller  hollow  pieces, 
and  one  nearly  flat,  but  all  the  fiat 
ones  have  fome  hollow  part. 

“  Mr.  Watt  fuggefted  to  me,  that 
the  hollows  had  been  oceafioned  bv 
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the  expanfion  of  moifture  whilft  the 
fufion  exifled. 

“  I  fliall  conclude  with  obferving,- 
that  judging  from  the  damage  done 
to  the  oak  tree,  the  firoke  was  not 
very  great ;  and  that  having  now  a  ft 
inducement  to-  dig  where  the  earth 
has  been  perforated  by  lightning,  we 
may  probably  hereafter  find  foffii 
fubflances  melted  by  it  to  a  conflder- 
ably  greater  exteQt.” 
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Experiments  on  the  expansive  force  of  freezing 

WATER,  made  by  Major  EDWARD  WILLIAMS  of  the  ROYAL 
ARTILLERY,  at  QUEBEC  in  CANADA.  Communicated  in  a 
Letter  from  Dr.  Hutton  to  Profeffor  John  Robinson. 

[From  the  Second  Volume  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Royal  Society 

of  Edinburgh.] 

a  And  the  dimenfions  are  fimikr 
in  the  other  fhells.  The  fuze-hoie 


“SIR, 

HE  following  is  an  extract  of 
a  letter  to  me  from  Major 
Edward  Williams,  of  the  Royal 
Artillery,  a  learned  man,  and  of 
great  profeihonal  merit.  Being  at 
Quebec  in  fome  very  cold  winters, 
among  various  others  ingenious  ex¬ 
periments,  it  occurred  to  him  to  try 
the  force  of  congelation  in  fome  of 
the  iron  bomb-fhells,  which  are 
ufually  fired  out  of  mortars  in  the 
practice  of  artillery  ;  by  filling  the 
cavity  of  the  fhell  with  water,  and 
then,  having  plugged  up  the  fuze- 
hole,  expofmg  it  to  the  cold  to  freeze 
the  water,  in  order  to  find  whether 
the  expanfion  of  the  ice  would  be 
capable  of  burfiing  the  fhell. 

“  The  dimenfions  of  the  1 3  inch 
fhell  are  as  follow  : 

inches. 

Outer  diameter  of  the  fhell,  12.8 


Inner,  or  diameter  of  the 

cavity,  •  -  9.1 

Thicknefs  of  the  metal  at 

the  fuze-hole,  -  1 .3 

Ditto  at  the  bottom  or  oppo- 

fite  part,  -  2.2 

Diameter  of  the  fuze-hole,  1.7 


is  conical,  the  oppofite  fidesof  which 
when  produced,  meet  at  the  ex¬ 
tremity  of  the  diameter,  which 
pafles  through  the  middle  of  the 
hole. 

“  He  found  j  that  the  iron  plug  could 
hardly  ever  be  driven  fo  firmly  into 
the  fuze-hole  as  to  refifl  the  force  of 
the  expanfion  of  the  ice,  which  pu  filed 
it  out  with  great  velocity,  and  a  bolt 
or  cylinder  of  ice,  of  a  confiderable 
length,  immediately  fhot  up  from 
the  hole.  But  when  the  plug  was 
fixed  in  with  fprings,  which  laid 
hold  of  the  infide  of  the  cavity,  fo 
that  the  plug  could  not  poffibly  be 
puflied  out,  the  force  of  expanfion 
then  fplit  the  fhell,  and  a  fin  or  plate 
of  ice  fhot  out  quite  around. 

LxiraH  from  Major  JV'iltiami’s 
Letter . 

a  Thefe  experiments  were  made  on 
iron -fhells,  from  the  1 3  inch-fhell  to 
the  coehorn,  of  44  inches  diameter, 
by  filling  the  {hell  nearly  with  water, 
and  driving  in  an  iron  plug  with  a 
fledge  hammer. 
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EXPERIMENTS  on  the 
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REMARKS. 

ts  Dec.  2  j  . — The  fuze-axis  of  the 
Ihell  lay  nearly  perpendicular  to  the 
horizon.  On  examining  the  eft  eft, 
about  9  o'clock  the  following  day,  I 
obferved  the  plug  gone,  and  a  cylin¬ 
der  of  ice,  of  4~  inches  high,  arifing 
perpendicularly  from  the  fuze-hole, 
and  of  equal  diameter.  I  fearched 
carefully  for  the  plug,  but  could  not 
End  it,  as  there  was  about  34  feet  of 
fnow  on  the  ground. 

u  2  2. — I  watched  this  (hell  about  an 
hour,  when,  being  called  out  on 
bufinefs,  I. found,  on  my  return, 
three  hours  after,  the  plug  gone,  and 
the  icy  cylinder  2-  inches  high. 
Plug  loft.  ' 

“  23. — I  had  a  plug  made,  and 
jagged  or  notched  along  the  Tides,  to 
prevent  its  being  forced  out  fo  eafily  ; 
and  watched  this  ftiell  for  upwards 
of  three  hours,  going  into  the  houfe 
at  intervals  to  warm  myfelf.  The 
laft  time  I  went  in  was  about  half  an 
hour  after  twelve,  when,  after  a  few 
minutes,  I  heard  a  fort  of  hilling 
found,  upon  which  running  out, 
the  plug  was  gone,  and  a  cylinder  of 
ice  foot  up,  exceeding  any  of  the 
former  being  64  inches  high.  Plug  loft. 

“  2a. — A  ftmilar  plug  to  the  iaft. 
I  watched  this  with  more  fuccefs  ; 
for  although  abfent  at.  intervals ;  yet 
at  half  paft  four  in  the  afternoon, 
(therm,  at  6°)  I  faw  the  plug  fudden- 
ly  forced  out  by  the  column  of  ice, 
accompanied  by  the  hilling  noife  ; 
and,  obferving  its  fall,  I  found  it  at 
62  feet  from  the  ftiell.  The  icy 
cylinder  was  '4  inches  high,  and  the 
fuze-axis  of  the  ftiell  I  found  lay 
nearly  at  an  angle  of  8o°  with  the 
horizon. 


u  . 


1 1 . — Concluding  from  the  fore¬ 
going  experiments,  that  no  plug 
could  be  fo  fixed,  as  to  render  the 
refiftance  at  the  fuze-hole  greater 
than  at  the  weak  eft  part  of  the  ftiell, 
in  which  cafe  I  fuppofed  it  would 


burft,  (which  was  the  primary  ob~ 
j  eft  in  thefe  experiments)  I  thought 
it  might  be  worth  while  to  obferve 
how  far  the  force  of  congelation 
would  projeft  a  plug  of  a  given 
weight  and  figure,  and  forced  in  with 
the  fame  number  of  ftrokes  of  the 
ft  edge  hammer.  For  this  purpofe,  I 
placed  the  fuze-axis  of  the  ftiell  at  an 
angle  of  4.5 0  with  the  horizon,  and 
on  the  31ft  of  December  1784,  being 
the  coldeft  day  of  this  year,  the  plug 
was  projected  whilft  I  was  abfent,  a 
cylinder  was  ftiot  out,  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  axis,  of  74  inches,  and 
not  inclining  in  the  leaft  from  the 
direftion  to  the  horizon.  Plug  loft. 

uJan.  2.  1785. — Being  colder  than 
the  31ft  of  December,  in  order  to 
haften  the  efreft,  I  put  a  mixture  of 
common  fait  and  fal  ammoniac  to 
the  water,  and  tied  a  long  pack-thread 
with  a  piece  of  red  rag  at  its  end,  to 
the  fuze,  in  order  to  find  where  ft 
fell  in  the  fnow.  This  plug  made 
its  efcape,  like  the  reft ;  for  at  half 
paft  fix  it  was  flown,  and  a  cylinder 
of  84-  inches  of  ice  (landing  over  the 
fuze- hole,  The  plug  was  loft ;  for 
the  red  rag  appeared  no  where  on 
the  furface  of  the  fnow. 

“  4. — Tried  a  plug  made  with 
fprings,  in  the  manner  of  a  fearcher, 
only  very  fhort  and  ftrong.  Added 
the  freezing  mixture.  The  (hell  gave 
a  fudden  crack  at  a  quarter  after 
nine,  and  inftantly  (hot  from  its 
furface  two  thin  plates  of  ice,  refem- 
bling  fins,  about  two  inches  in  the 
higheft  parts.  On  examining  the 
(hell  I  found  it  burft,  and  the  plug 
forced  up  about  half  an  inch  ;  and, 
on  breaking  the  ftiell,  the  fprings 
were  confiderably  bent,  fo  as  not  to 
have  recovered  their  firft  fttuation. 

“  9. —Repeated  the  laft  experi¬ 
ment,  with  a  ftmilar  plug  and  the 
freezing  mixture.  It  was  thrown 
.out,  as  before,  and  the  projeft ing  icy 
cylinder  was  3 finches  high. 

Similar 


EXPANSIVE  FORCE  of  FREEZING  WATER.  [121] 

44  Similar  experiments  were  after-  to  difappear  from  the  furface,  I 
wards. made  with  all  the  lelfer  fhells  ;  {earthed  carefully  for  the- plugs,  and 
yet,  though  one  or  more  of  each  found  fix  of  .them  ;  which,  being  all 
fort  were  actually  burft,  more  jSlugs  marked  with  notches  after  the  hril 
were,  projefled"  than  produced  that  experiment,  I  ealily  formed  from 
effect. '  As  foon  as'  the  fnow  began  ..them  the  following  table. 

Plug,  No.  1.  .  Dec.'  zi.  ,  22  feet,  <  3^  to  the  right  of  the 

line  of  direction. 

3.  24.  .  .62.  5  left. 

4.  .  31.  v  387*  ,  2 1  right.  V 

5.  Jan.  -2.;  415  3t  right, 

o.  4.  Shell*  burft.. 

7.  9.  325  4^- left.  , 


44  Such  was  the  refult  of  the  experi¬ 
ments,  from  which  I  leave  it  to  you 
to  draw  concluftons.  I  intend  to 
purfue  them  again  this  winter  ;  and, 
if  you  can  fuggeft  any  ideas  on  the 
•fubjecl  that  can  reach  Canada  before 
March  1786,  I  fhall  be  glad  to  avail 
myfelf  of  them. 

44  Ed.  Williams* 

Remarks  on  the  preceding  Ex  trail.  By 
Charles  Hutton ,  LL.  D. 

44  From  thefe  ingenious  experi¬ 
ments,  we  may  draw  feverai  con¬ 
clusions.  As, 

44  Firft,  We  hence  obferve  the 
amazing  force  of  the  expanlion  of 
the  ice,  or  the  water,  in  the  adt  of 
freezing;  which  is  fufficient  to  over¬ 
come  perhaps  any  reftftance  what¬ 
ever;  and  the  confequence  feems  to 
be,  either  that  the  water  will  freeze, 
and,  by  expanding,  burft  the  con¬ 
taining  body,  be  it  ever  fo  thick  and 
ffrong  ;  or  elfe,  if  the  reftftance  of 
the  containing  body  exceed  the  ex- 
panfive  force  of  the  ice,  or  of  water 
in  the  a<ft  of  freezing,  then,  by  pre¬ 
venting  the  expanlion,  it  will  prevent 
the  freezing,  and  the  water  will  re¬ 
main  fluid,  whatever  the  degree  of 
cold  may  be. 

44  The  amazing  force  of  congelation 
is  alfo  obvious  from  the  diftance  to 
which  the  iron  plugs  were  projected. 
For,  if  we  coniidcr  tiie  very  irnall 


time  that  the  force  of  expanlion  atfts 
on  the  plug  in  pti thing  it  out,  and 
that  the  plug,  of  2-f  lb.  weight  was 
projected  with  a  velocity- of  more 
than  20  feet  in  a  fecond  of  time,  and 
thrown  to  the  diftance  of  415  feet 
by  this  force ;  fo* acting,:  the  intenlity 
of  the  force  will  appear ;  to  be  truly 
aftoniftiing. 

44  zdly.  We  may  hence  form  an  efti- 
ihate  of  the  quantity  which  the  water 
expands  by  freezing.  For  the  longeft 
cylinder  of  ice  was  observed  to  be 
inches  without  the  hole ;  to  this  add 
"v\  the  thicknefs  of  the  metal,  or 
length  of  'the  hole,  and  the  fum,  or 
1  o  inches,  is  the  whole  length  of  the 
cylinder  of  ice,  the  diameter  of  which 
is  rZo  inches;  and  hence  its  folid 
content  is  1.74  x  10X. 7854  cubic 
inches. 

*  44  But  the  diameter  of  the  fpherical 
cavity,  filed  with  water,  is  9W  inches ; 
and  therefore  9. 1 3  x  f  x  .1 8  5  4.  is  the 
content  of  the  water  in  cubic  inches. 

44  Hence  then  the  content  of  the 
water  is  to  the  increafe  by  expanfion, 
as  f  of  9.? 3  to  10  times  1.7%  or  as 
502.4  to  28.9.  or  as  174  to  10.  So 
that  the  water,  in  this  inftance,  ex¬ 
panded  in  freezing,  by  a  quantity 
which  is  between  the  17th  and  1 8th 
part  of  itfelf, 

C.  H. 
OB3ERVA- 


t 


[  I”  ] 


OBSERVATIONS  on  the  MAGNETIC  FLUID,  by  Captain  0‘Brien 

Drury,  of  the  Royal  Navy. 

fFfom  the  Transactions  of  the  Roy  al  Irish  Academy,  for  the 

Year  1788.] 


4<  rTT~  magnetic  fluid,  and  its 
g  phenomena,  are  not  lefs  lin¬ 
gular  than  obfcure,  and  have  too 
long  engaged  the  attention  of  phi- 
lofophers  for  me  to  offer  an  hypo- 
thefis  on  the  fubject ;  I  mean  only 
to  fpeak  to  a  matter  of  fa<ft,  which 
3  am  fed  to  believe  may  be  fervice- 
able  to  navigation,  efpecially  fliould 
the  variation  of  the  compafs  ever  be 
made  ufe  of  as  a  method  for  afcer- 
taining  the  longitude. 

“  It  is  not  neceffary  to  enter  into  a 
detail  of  experiments  to  prove  the 
exiftence  of  the  magnetic  fluid, 
which  circulates  continually  around 
and  through  a  magnet,  as  it  is  fully 
demonfbrated  by  the  arrangement  of 
iron  filings  thrown  on  glafs,  placed 
over  a  magnet. 

44  Experience  fhews  us  that  the  nee¬ 
dle  of  a  compafs,  as  well  as  all  other 
magnets,  whether  artificial  or  real, 
perpetually  lofes  fomething  of  its 
magnetic  power,  which  often  pro¬ 
duces  a  difference  exceeding  a  point; 
and  I  am  well  convinced  that  the 
great  errors  in  fhip-reckonings  pro¬ 
ceed  more  frequently  from  the  in- 
corredtnefs  of  the  compafs  than 
from  any  other  caufe. 

44  Steel  cannot  be  too  highly  tem¬ 
pered  for  the  needle  of  a  fea-com- 
pafs,  as  the  more  it  is  hardened  the 
more  permanent  is  the  magnetifm 
it  receives ;  but,  to  preferve  th$ 
magnetifm,  and  confequently  the 


polarity,  of  the  needle,  I  recom¬ 
mend  to  have  the  needle  cafed  with 
thin,  weU-polifhed,  foft  iron,  orelfe 
to  have  it  armed  at  the  poles  with  a 
bit  of  foft  iron. 

“  I  have  found,  from  many  expe¬ 
riments,  that  the  cafed  needle  pre¬ 
ferred  its  magnetifm  in  a  much 
more  perfefr  degree  than  the  needle 
not  cafed ;  and  I  have  fometimes 
thought  that  the  magnetic  power  of 
the  cafed  needle  had  increafed,  and 
the  magnetic  power  of  the  uncafed 
and  unarmed  needle  always  lofes  its 
polarityn 

44  Some  time  ago  I  placed  a  cafed 
needle,  an  armed  needle,  and  one 
without  either  cafe  or  armour,  in  a 
room,  for  three  months,  having  at 
that  time  precifely  the  fame  direc¬ 
tion,  and  nearly  the  fame  degree  of 
force.  At  the  expiration  of  the 
three  months  I  found  that  the  cafed 
needle  and  the  armed  needle  had 
not  in  the  leaft  changed  their  direc¬ 
tion,  but  the  other  had  changed  two 
degrees,  and  had  loft  very  conftder- 
ably  of  its  magnetic  power  :  if  there., 
were  any  changes  in  the  other  nee¬ 
dles,  it  was  too  inconftderabie  to  be 
perceived. 

44  Thefe  obfervations  appear  to  me 
to  be  new,  and  may  tend  to  great 
improvement  in  our  fea- compafs : 
they  are  here  fubmitted  to  the  eon- 
ftderation  of  philofopkers. 


ACCOUNT 
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ACCOUNT  of  a  METHOD  of  GENERATING  YEAST.  Cominir- 
nicated  in  Letters  to  Mr.  Moore,  from  tide  Rev.  William  Mason, 
of  Afton,  near  Rotheram. 

[From  the  Eighth  Y olume  of  the  Transactions  of  the  So  c  i  e  t  y  for  the 
Encouragement  of  Arts,  Manufactures,  and  Commerce.] 


“SIR, 

AST  fpring  I  requefted  a 
_j  friend  to  enquire  of  you  forae 
particulars  concerning  the  premium 
which  the  Society  had  offered  on  the 
production  of  yeaft,  of  which  you 
obligingly  gave  him  full  informa¬ 
tion.  As  I  found  November  was  the 
month  in  which  the  matter  was  to 
be  decided,  I  deferred  troubling  you 
any  more  till  I  had  caufed  an  expe¬ 
riment  to  be  repeatedly  tried, 
which  a  domeftic  of  mine,  who 
brews  for  me,  had  at  that  time 
firft  made. 

“  I  had  juft  before,  with  his  affift- 
ance,  impregnated  wort  with  fixed 
air,  or  rather  a  decoction  of  malt  in 
water,  according  to  Dr.  Henry’s  in¬ 
genious  method,  mentioned  in  the 
Memoirs  of  the  Philofophical  Soci¬ 
ety  of  Manchelter,  and  bv  the  veaft 

J  7  V  J 

thereby  obtained  produced  good 
bread.  This  led  him,  unknown  to 
me,  to  try  whether  the  experiment 
would  not  fucceed  full  as  well  with¬ 
out  fixed  air,  which  he  found  it  did. 
He  accordingly  brought  me  a  imall 
veffel  with  a  full  head  of  yeaft  upon 
it,  alluring  me,  with  fome  degree 
of  exultation,  that  neither  oil  of  vi¬ 
triol  with  chalk,  nor  any  portion 
of  old  yeaft,  had  been  employed  on 
the  occafion.  This  greatly  furprifed 
me ;  and  I  then  defined  he  would 
proceed  with  the  experiment  in  his 
o\yn  way,  and  endeavour  to  encreafe 
the  quantity  already  made,  by  what 
additional  decoftion  of  malt  and  wa- 
tef  he  might  think  proper ;  infilling 
only  that  nothing  but  malt,  water, 
and  heat,  fhould  be  employed  for 


the  purpofe.  He  did  fo,  and  in  a 
few  days  encreafed  the  original 

*  t  .  O 

quantity  till  it  became  fufficient  to 
work  a  hogfhead  of  filial!  beer,  which 
produced  ten  pounds  weight  of  per¬ 
fect  yeaft  ;  and  this,  being  fioon  af¬ 
ter  put  on  a  vat  for  a  hogfhead  of 
ale,  was  found  to  be  augmented  to 
forty-two  pounds. 

“  The  difeovery  therefore  is  lim¬ 
ply  this :  “  that  yeaft  is  not  (as  has* 
“  I  believe,  been  hitherto  thought) 
“  fome  peculiar  and  unknown  mb- 
“  ftance,  neceffary  to  be  added  to. 
“  wort,  in  order  to  put  it  into  a 
“  fermenting  ftate ;  but  that  mak 
“  boiled  in  water  will  generate  it 
“  (as  the  chemifts  fay)  per  fe,  if  the 
“  following  circumftances  be  attend- 
“  ed  to : 

“  i  ft,  That  the  procefs  be  begun 
with  a  fmall  quantity?-  of  the  decoc¬ 
tion  : 

“  adly,  That  it  be  kept  in  an 
equal  degree  of  heat :  And, 

“  3<dly  ,  That,  when  the  fermen- 
“  tation  is  begun,  it  fhouid  be  affift- 
“  ed  and  augmented  with  frefh  de~ 
“  codtions  of  the  fame  liquor.” 

“  The  proportions  and  method 
which  my  fervanfc  has  found  gene- 

>  o 

rally  to  fucceed  I  will  now  give  you, 
as  taken  from  his  own  words,  in  the 
form  of  a  recipe. 

“  Procure  three  earthen  or  wooden 
vefteis,  of  different  fizes  and  aper¬ 
tures  ;  one  capable  of  holding  two 
quarts,  the  other  three  or  four,  and 
the  third  five  or  fix  :  boil  a  quarter 
of  a  peck  of  malt,  for  about  eight  or 
ten  minutes,  in  three  pints  of  water  ; 
and  when  a  quart  is  poured  off  from 

the 
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the  grains,  let  it  ftand  in  a  cool 
place,  till  not  quite  cold,  but  retain¬ 
ing  that  degree  of  heat  which  the 
brewers  ufually  find  to  be  proper 
when  they  begin  to  work  their  li¬ 
quor.  Then  remove  the  veffel  into 
fome  warm  fituation  near  the  fire, 
where  the  thermometer  ftands  be¬ 
tween  70  and  80  degrees  (Fahren¬ 
heit,)  and  there  let  it  remain  till 
the  fermentation  begins,  which  will 
be  plainly  perceived  within  thirty 
hours ;  add  then  two  quarts  more  of 
a  like  decodtion  of  malt,  when  cool, 
as  the  fuff  was ;  and  mix  the  whole 
in  the  larger-fized  veffel,  and  ftir  it 
well  in,  which  muff  be  repeated  in 
the  ufual  way,  as  it  rifes  in  a  com¬ 
mon  vat:  then  add  a  ftiil  greater 
quantity  of  the  fame  decodtion,  to 
be  worked  in  the  largeft  veffel,  which 
will  produce  yeaft  enough  for  a 
brewing  of  forty  gallons.” 

44  According  to  my  promife,  I 
write  to  inform  you  of  the  refult  of 
fome  more  experiments  which  have 
been  made  here,  under  my  direc¬ 
tion,  relative  to  y  eaif ;  and  the  ra¬ 
ther,  becaufe  they  were  made  by 
means  of  a  very  fimple  apparatus, 
which  I  think  will  be  found  very 
convenient  on  fhip-board,  and  aifo 
in  cottages,  &c.  It  is  merely  a 
wooden  box,  of  about  twelve  or 
fourteen  inches  fquare,  open  on  one 
fide,  in  which  a  veffel  containing 
the  wort  is  placed;  and  then  the  box 
is  fet  with  the  open  fide  clofe  to  a 
wall,  heated  by  a  fire  on  the  other 
fide,  when  the  thermometer  indi¬ 
cates  the  wall  to  be  about  8c°  :  fo 
that  I  imagine  the  back  of  a  chimney 
in  a  Chip,  or  behind  an  oven  or 
kitchen-fire  in  a  cottage,  would  be 
found  very  convenient  for  the  pro- 
cefs  ;  as  the  veffel  might  be  there 
furrounded  with  a  fmall  atmcfphere 
of  air,  fufficiently  warm  at  the  fxrft, 
and  capable  of  being  continued  at 


the  fame  equable  temperature  for  a 
fufficient  time. 

44  A  box  of  this  kind,  in  which 
the  following  experiments  were 
made,  was  placed  on  a  dreffer  in  my 
kitchen,  more  than  eighteen  feet  from 
the  kitchen  fire,  but  againft  a  thin 
wall,  which  divides  the  kitchen  from 
the  fervant’s  hall,  juft  behind  the  fire¬ 
place  of  that  room ;  and  the  open 
fide  of  the  box  turned  to  the  heated 
wall,  the  veffels  themfelves  unco¬ 
vered.  If  you  recoiled!  the  trouble 
you  fo  obligingly  took  in  heating 
your  office,  you  will  think  this  me¬ 
thod,  ftnce  difcovered,  of  perform¬ 
ing  the  fame  experiment,  of  confi- 
derable  utility. 

44  Experiment  1 ft.  Three  veffels 
were  fet  at  the  fame  time  in  the 
warm  box,  containing  a  quart  of  li¬ 
quor  each,  and  of  equal  ftrength 
with  refpedl  to  malt :  one  was  a  de- 
codlion  without  hops,  another  with 
hops,  the  other  a  fimple  infufion  of 
malt :  in  about  twenty-four  hours 
the  hopped  decodtion  produced  a 
fine  head  of  yeaft  ;  the  other  de¬ 
codtion  fermented  as  well,  but  was 
twenty-four  hours  later,  and  the 
yeaft  appeared  dark  and  ill-coloured, 
fo  that  my  houfe-keeper  thought  it 
fpoiled;  but  this  bad  appearance' 
was  merely  owing  to  its  not  having 
been  boiled  and  cleared,  for  it  made 
very  light  breakfaft  rolls. 

44  This  experiment,  you  will  per*- 
ceive,  was  made  to  try  whether  hops 
(as  my  fervant  imagined)  were  ne- 
ceffary ;  and  it  certainly  proves  that 
they  accelerate  the  fermentation  ; 
but  it  proves  alfo,  that  neither  hops 
nor  boiling  are  effential  to  the  pro- 
cefs. 

44  Experiment  2  A  Four  veffels,  from 
a  common  brewing  of  ale,  were 
placed  in  a  box  of  longer  dimenfions  j 
one  contained  two  quarts ;  a  fecond, 
one  ;  a  third,  a  pint;  a  fourth,  half 

a  pint  i 
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a  pint :  they  all  fhewed  figns  of  fer¬ 
mentation  at  the  fame  time,  viz.  in 
about  twenty-four  hours;  but  that 
in  the  mug  or  pot  holding  a  pint  ap¬ 
peared  tftfe  ftrongeft,  which  my  fer- 
vant  thought  was  owing  to  the 

o  o 

final] er  diameter  of  the  vefiel,  which 
was  fmaller  in  proportion  to  the  half 
pint ;  but  as  it  flood  more  centrally 
to  the  heat  of  the  fire  behind,  I  am 
peril! aded  the  excefs  of  fermentation 
proceeded  from  that  caufe.  This 
proves  that  the  quantity  you  begin 
the  procefswith  is  not  very  material, 
though  two  quarts  feem  to  be  moft 
convenient  for  the  purpofe  of  bak- 
ing. 

“ Experiment  3 Ww a s i n fli tuted  mere¬ 
ly  to  find  whether  an  addition  of 
lugar  would  accelerate  the  fermen¬ 
tation  ;  for  which  purpofe,  two 
quarts  of  hopped  liquor  were  tried 
in  feparate  vellels,  a  quart  in  each : 


and  the  refult  was,  that  the  decoc¬ 
tion,  in  which  two  large  fpoonfuls 
of  coarfe  fugar  were  ftirred  in,  did 
not  ferment  in  the  leaft,  though 
continued  in  the  warm  box  five  days 
and  nights ;  the  other  fermented  in 
about  thirty-fix  hours.  The  reafon 
of  this  later  fermentation  than  of 
that  in  the  former  experiments,  was, 
that  the  liquor  ufed  was  from  a  brew¬ 
ing  of  fmall-beer.  Hence  we  may 
conclude,  that  a  decotlion  of  the 
ftrength  of  ale,  if  not  of  flrong  beer, 
is  the  beft  to  begin  with. 

“  I  cannot  myfelf  think  ofany  other 
experiments  that  may  tend  to  eluci¬ 
date  the  matter  further  ;  but  if  you 
pleafe  to  propofe  any,  I  can  with 
much  eafe  make  them,  efpecially 
at  this  brewing  feafon  (though  thefe 
I  have  already  made  are  of  a  months 
handing,)  and  fliall,  with  great 
pleafure,  fend  you  the  refult.” 


Dr.  DANCER’S  Account  of  the  CINNAMON  TREES  gi owing  in  the 

ISLAND  of  JAMAICA. 

[From  the  fame  Work.] 


u  H  E  cinnamon  trees  of  this 
I  ifland  have  been  raifed  from 
a  few  plants  taken,  along  with  a  large 
collection  of  other  oriental  exotics, 
in  a  French  Riip,  bound  from  the 
Ifle  of  France  to  Hifpaniola,  and 
prefented  to  the  Botanic  Garden  by 
lord  Rodney,  when  he  came  down 
here,  after  his  glorious  victory  of  the 
1 2th  of  April,  1782. 

“  Upon  comparing  the  parts  of 
1  the  tree  with  the  defcription  and 

I  figure  given  by  Burman  and  other 
botanifts,  it  appears  to  be  the  real 
Ceylon  cinnamon,  and  of  the  bell: 

kind,  called  by  the  natives  *  Rafie 

I  k _ : _ _ _ 

*  Quali  dicas  :  acre,  fuave,  ac  dulce 
i  ' 


Coronde  :  but  the  fpecimens  of  bark 
taken  put  it  out  of  all  doubt,  being. 


ciunamomum,  quod  verum  et  praefbantif- 
fimum  habetur  cinnamomum. 

B  urmanni  Thefuurus. 
Alteras  fpecies  funt  : 

2.  Cahette  Coronde,  fi  ve  amarura. 

3.  Cappare  Coronde,  quia  caphura?.  fa- 
porem  odoremque  potentiilimum  red- 
dit. 

4.  Welle  Coronde,  five  arenofum. 

5.  Sewel  Coronde,  vel  mucilaginofum. 

6.  Nicke  Coronde. 

7.  Dawel  Coronde,  five  tympani. 

8.  Catte  Coronde,  f  u  fpinofum. 

9.  Mace  Coronde,  five  floridum 
Praater  memoratas  jam  lpecies,  alias 

etiam  cinnamomi  diverfitates  in  Zeyjona 
obfervantur. 


Ill 
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in  the  opinion  of  the  bell  judges,  of 
an  equal,  if  not  fuperior  quality  to 
any  imported  from  India. 

44  The  various  and  important 
nfes  to  which  the  feveral  parts  of  the 
plant  are  applied,  make  it  an  inva¬ 
luable  acquifition  to  the  Wed-India 
colonies;  and  there  can  be  no  im¬ 
pediment,  except  an  impolitic  pro¬ 
hibition,  to  its  becoming  an  article 
of  general  cultivation,  and  of  the 
molt  lucrative  commerce. 

44  None  of  the  botanical  writers, 
whom  I  have  had  the  opportunity 
of  confulting,  fay  much  of  the  cul¬ 
tivation  or  propagation  of  the  cin¬ 
namon  ;  and  we  have  hardly  had 
time  to  make  diffident  obfervations 
on  the  fubjed  of  either;  but  for  the 
information  of  the  public,  to  whom 
it  is  a  matter  of  fome  importance,  I 
fhall  venture  the  few  remarks  which 
my  own  fhort  experience  enables 
me  to  offer, 

u  The  cinnamon -plant,  though  ( ac¬ 
cording  to  the  account  of  travellers) 
it  grows  to  the  height  of  twenty  or 
thirty  feet,  is,  properly  fpeaking,  an 
arborefcent  one,  and  not  a  tree  of 
the  common  kind :  it  puts  out  nu¬ 
merous  fide- branches,  with  a  denfe 
foliage  from  the  very  bottom  of  the 
trunk ;  which  furni flies  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  obtaining  a  plenty  of  lay¬ 
ers,  and  facilitates  the  propagation 
of  the  tree,  as  it  does  not  perfect  its 
feeds  in  any  quantity  under  fix  or 
feven  years ;  when  it  becomes  fo 
plentifully  loaded,  that  a  (ingle  tree 
is  fuiiicient  almoft  for  a  colony. 

The  cinnamon  feems  to  delight 
in  a  loofc,  moift  foil,  and  to  require 
a  southern  afpect ;  the  trees,  thus 

*  The  birds  appear  to  be  very  fond  of 
tee  beriics,  and  will,  probably,  propagate 
tins  tree  in  the  lame  way  they  do  many 
others  every  where  over  the  illand  ;  lo 
that  hi  a  fhort  time  ir  will  grow  ipontu- 
£toL'.r; ,  or  without  cultivation. 


planted,  flourifhing  better  than  o- 
thers  growing  in  loam,  and  not  fo 
well  expofed  to  the  fun. 

44  When  healthy,  it  is  (from  lay¬ 
ers)  of  a  pretty  quick  growth,  reach¬ 
ing  in  eight  years  the  height  of  fif¬ 
teen  or  twenty  feet,  is  very  fpread- 
ing,  and  furnifhed  with  numerous 
branches,  of  a  fit  fize  for  decortica¬ 
tion.  The  feeds,  however,  are  a 
long  time  in  coming  up,  and  the 
plants  make  fmall  progrefs  for  the 
firft  year  or  two  *. 

44  The  bed  cinnamon  bark,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  different  trials  I  have 
made,  is  taken  from  the  fmall  bran¬ 
ches,  of  about  an  inch  diameter,  the 
larger  limbs  not  being  fo  eafily. 
decorticated,  and  not  yielding  fo 
good  or  fo  drone  a  cinnamon. 
The  fmalier  twigs,  or  thofe  that 
have  not  acquired  acineritious  bark, 
are  too  full  of  fap  and  mucilage,  and 
have  little  aroma. 

44  It  is  the  //Am,  or  inner  bark, 
that  conditntes  the  cinnamon,  from 
which  the  two  external  barks  mud 
be  carefully  and  entirely  feparated, 
or  they  vitiate  the  flavour  of  the  cin¬ 
namon.  To  do  this  with  dexterity, 
and  to  raife  the  bark  from  the  wood, 
requires  fome  practice ;  but  there 
may  perhaps  be  an  eafier  method 
than  that  which  I  have  made  ufe  of, 
which  was  that  of  a  common  prun¬ 
ing  knife.  The  bark  being  thus 
feparated,  the  fmalier  pieces  are  to 
be  placed  within  the  larger  ;  which, 
by  expofure  to  the  fun  or  the  air, 
prefently  coil  up,  and  require  no ' 
further  preparation. 

44  A  dry  feafon,  I  apprehend,  is 
the  proper  one  for  taking  the 
bark  f  ;  as  I  have  found  the  cin¬ 
namon  not  fo  drong  after  long  or 
heavy  rains.  Cinnamon  feems  to  be 


t  The  month  of  May  is  the  time  for 
tal  hw  it  iu  C>  ylon, 

much 
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much  more  retentive  of  its  virtues 
than  any  of  the  other  fpices ;  but  it 
will  certainly  be  proper  to  protect 
it,  when  taken,  as  much  as  poflible, 
from  the  air  and  moifture,  bv  clofe 
packing  in  cedar  cheits. 

44  Having  thus  communicated  all 
that  lam  able  from  my  own  obfer- 
vations,  refpeding  the  culture  and 
preparation  of  the  cinnamon,  I  (hall 
add  what  I  know  with  refped  to  the 
ufes  of  its  feveral  parts. 

44  The  leaves,  whether  recent  or 
dried,  are  fo  ftrongly  impregnated 
with  an  an>ma ,  fimilar  fo  the  cin¬ 
namon,  that  they  are,  on  all  occa- 
fions,  a  good  fuccedaneum  for  the 
bark,  both  in  cookery  and  medi¬ 
cine.  Diftilled,  they  give  an  excel¬ 
lent  fimple  and  fpirituous  water,  and 
an  effential  oil,  of  the  nature  of  the 
oil  of  cloves.  Powdered,  they  are  a 
good  aromatic  fpecies,  or  marefchal 
perfume. 

«  Every  part  of  the  tree,  accord¬ 
ing  to  writers  of  the  belt  authority, 
affords  fome  ufeful  produd.  To 
them  I  muff  refer,  till  I  have  an  op¬ 
portunity  for  experiment.  I  fhall 
therefore  conclude  this  impeded 
fketch  by  a  quotation  from  the  au¬ 
thor  before  mentioned. 

44  Arbor  cinnamomi,  jure  me- 
44  rito,  regina  omnium  arborum  vo- 


44  cari  meretur.  Ex  fioribus  enim 
44  aqua,  oleum,  fpiritus,  et  conferva 
44  penetrant iffima,  et  fummi  ufus, 
44  in  arte  medica,  producuntur  :  ex 
44  foliis  pulvis  carminativus  in  coli- 
44  cae  paffionibus,  tympanitide,  ad 
44  tormina  inteftinorum,  &c.  Ex 
44  illis  etiam  aqua,  oleum  ftillatit. 
44  fyrupus,  ol.  cod.  ad  externos  ufus 
44  optimum  praeparatur.  Frudus 
44  etiam  dant  aquam  et  oleum  for- 
44  tiff,  diftill.  et  codum,  unde  em- 
44  plaftra,  et  linimenta  penetran- 
44  tiffima.  De  cortice  hujus  arboris 
44  nil  dicas,  quum  apud  plures  alios 
44  audores,  et  ipfum  vulgum  de  ejus 
44  incomparabilibus  virtutibus  fatis 
44  conffet :  fed  praeter  haec  omnia  ra- 
44  dix  imprimis  hujus  arboris  plu- 
44  rimas  offert  medicinas,  cujus  cor- 
44  tex  excellentiflimum  eft  alexiphar- 
44  macum,  et  fudoriferum  in  morbis 
44  venenatis,  et  malignis  efficaciffi- 
44  mum,  quae  per  diffillationem  et 
44  preparationem  exhibet  aquam,  et 
44  oleum  camphorae,  immo  veram 
44  camphoram. 

44  Tot  tantoeque  variae  res  et  me- 
44  dicamina  ex  una  hac  arbore  pro- 
44  cedunt  ut  jufta  fit  occafio  demi- 
44  ranni,  qui  fit,  ut  una  haec  arbor 
44  omnigenus  nobis  medicinas  exhi- 
44  beat.’* 
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REMARKS  on  the  PROGRESS  of  ARCHITECTURE  in  BRITAIN, 
from  the  Time  of  CiES  AR’s  INVASION.  By  Alex  an  der.Ty  t  l  e  r, 
Efq.  Advocate,  F.  R.  S.  E.  and  Profeffbr  of  Civil  Hiftory  in  the  Uni- 
verfity  of  Edinburgh. 

[From  the  Second  Volume  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Royal 

Society  of  Edinburgh.] 


««  AT  the  time  of  Cmfar’s  inva- 
Eon  of  Britain,  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  fouthern,  and  pro¬ 
bably  the  moft  civilized  part  of  the 
ifland,  lived  in  hilts  conftrudted  with 
turf,  or  with  the  branches  of  trees. 
Their  towns  or  villages  were  nothing 
more  than  an  enclofed  part  of  a 
wood,  furrounded  by  a  ditch  and 
rampart,  within  the  circle  of  which 
they  reared  their  huts.  “  Oppidum 
VQcant  Britanni  cum  filvas  impe- 
44  ditas  vallo  atque  foffa  munierunt.” 
Caef.  De  Bel.  Gal.  lib.  5.  cap.  2  t  . 
Thefe  enclofures  or  towns  were  but 
a  temporary  refidence,  and  probably 
reforted  to  only  when  it  was  necef-' 
fary  to  defend  themfelves  againft  an 
enemy.  They  were  fo  fpacious  as  to 
afford  fecurity,  both  to  the  inhabit¬ 
ants  themfelves  and  to  their  cattle. 
u  Urbium  loco  ipfis  funt  nemora. 
u  Arbor ibus  enim  dejeCds  ubi  am- 
u  plum  cirtulum  fepierunt,  ibi  ca- 
4*  fas  ibidem  ffbi  ponunt,  et  pecori 
44  ftabula  condunt,.  ad  ufum  quidem 
*c  non  longi  temporis.”  Strabo  Gcogr. 
lib .  4.  Of  this  nature  were  all  the 
Britifh  towns  in  the  fouthern  part  of 


the  ifland,  at  the  time  of  Caefar, 
Such  was  the  town  of  Cafiibelanus, 
probably  a  place  of  the  greateft  con¬ 
sideration  in  the  ifland,  as  being  the 
refidence  of  that  chief,  under  whom 
the  whole  of  the  fouthern  Britons 
agreed  to  unite  their  forces  to  oppofe 
the  Romans  at  their  fecond  defeent 
upon  the  coafts.  “  Ab  his  cognofcit 
u  non  longe  ex  loco  oppidum  Cafli- 
u  belani  abeffe,  filvis  paludibufque 
66  munitum,  quo  fatis  magnus  I10- 
il  minum  pecorifque  numerus  con- 
“  venerit.”  Caef.  Be  Bello  Gal.  lib. 

5 .  cap.  2  5 .  This  oppidum  Caffibelani 
was  Verulamium,  the  prefent  St.  Al¬ 
bans.  (See  Camden,'  and  Horfley’s 
Britannia  Rom  ana .)  London,  or 
the  capital  of  tl]e  Trinobantes,  was 
then  a  place  of  inferior  note  to  Veru- 
lam.  The  Romans  dignified' the  lat- 
ter  with  the  title  of  a  thunkipiumy 
while  the  former  was  limply  an  oppi- 
diltn ;  and  therefore  Rriftly  corres¬ 
pondent  to  Caefaffs  general  deferip- 
tion,  a  portion  of  a  thick  wood  fur- 
rounded  with  a  ditch  and  rampart. 

If  fuch  was  the  appearance  of 
London  at  the  time  of  the  fecond  in- 

vauon 
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vafion  of  the  ifland  bv  Caefar,  which 

«/  , 

happened  fifty  years  before  the  Chris¬ 
tian  sera,  we  have  certain  evidence 
that  the  Southern  Britons  had  under¬ 
gone  a  remarkable  change  in  their 
mode  of  life,  and  made  a  great  pro¬ 
grefs  in  refinement  and  civilization 
in  the  (pace  of  107  years,  which 
elapfed  from  that  time  to  the  great 
victory  gained  over  the  Romans  by 
their  queen  Boadicea.  Atthis  latter 
period  Tacitus  mentions  London  as 
a  fiourifhing  town,  which,  though 
not  diynified  with  the  title  of  a  Ro- 
man  colony,  was  a  place  of  trade  and 
opulence,  and  a  great  refort  for  mer¬ 
chants.  44  Londinum  quidem  cog- 
“  nomento  colonise  non  infigne,  fed 
44  copia  negotiatorum  et  comrnea- 
tuum  maxime  celebre.”  Annal. 
lib.  14.  cap.  33.  The  Britons  of  the 
fouth  had,  therefore,  profited  very 
greatly  by  a  fhort  intercourfe  with 
the  Romans ;  and  this  progrefs  will 
appear  more  remarkable  when  it  is 
confidered,  that,  from  the  time  of 
Caefars  invafion  to  the  reign  of 
Claudius,  during  almoft  a  complete 
century,  there  was  no  Roman  army 
in  Britain,  nor  any  Ration  or  Settle¬ 
ment  of  that  people  in  the  ifland. 
The  Britons,  therefore,  had,  as  yet, 
enjoyed  little  more  than  the  fight  of 
a  polifhed  and  improved  people. 
AmidSt  the  tumult  of  hostilities, 
there  was  no  opportunity  to  imitate 
t’hepradHces  or  Rudy  the  accomplilh- 
ments  of  the  people  by  whom  they 
were  invaded  ;  but  they  Saw  enough 
to  convince  them  of  their  own  fignal 
inferiority  in  all  the  arts  of  cultivated 
life,  and  to  excite  a  defire  to  imitate 
them  in  a  fubfequent  feafon  of  tran¬ 
quillity.  This  they  obtained  by  the 
retreat  of  the  Romans  ;  and  profiting 
to  the  utmoft  by  thofe  lights  they 
had  acquired,  they  made  a  more  ra¬ 
pid  advancement  to  civilization  than 
perhaps  in  any  after  period  of  their 
iiftory.  Cities  were  built,  harbours 


conftrutled  for  th$  accommodation 
of  mercantile  fleets,  and  money  coin¬ 
ed  for  the  medium  of  trade.  The 
coinage  of  Cuiiobeline,  the  fticceflbr 
of  Caiiibelanus,  and  Sovereign  of  the 
Caffii  and  Trinobantes,  from  the 
mints  of  ColcheRer,  Vernlam,  and 
London,  is  a  proof,  not  only  of  an 
extend  ve  commerce,  but  of  very  con- 
fiderable  advancement  in  the  arts. 

44  In  this  interval,  therefore,  be¬ 
tween  the  invafion  of  Caefar  and  the 
reign  of  Claudius,  this  period  of  ra¬ 
pid  improvement,  it  is  probable  the 
Britons  of  the  fouth  flrft  learned  the 
art  of  conRruRing  durable  building's 
with  mortar  ;  though  we  do  not  find 
from  any  clalfical  author,  that,  before^ 
the  reign  of  Nero,  the  Romans  had 
ereffed  any  buildings  in  the  ifland 
which  could  ferve  as  a  model  of  re¬ 
gular  architecture.  In  the  fifth  year 
of  the  emperor  Nero  happened  that 
fignal  defeat  of  the  Romans  by  the 
Britifh.  queen  Boadicea,  occafioned 
principally  by  the  revolt,  or,,  as  Taci¬ 
tus  terms  it,  the  rebellion  of  the  Tri¬ 
nobantes.  One  great  caufe  of  this 
revolt  had  been  the  erection  of  a 
magnificent  temple  to  the  divine 
Claudius,  which  the  Britons  regard¬ 
ed  as  an  infulting  monument  of  the 
Roman  power  and  their  own  abjeft 
flavery.  44  Ad  haec  templum  divo 
u  Claudio  conftitutum,  quafi  arx 
44  aeternae  dominationis  afpiciebatur  ; 
44  delecRique  facerdotes,  fbecie  reli- 
44  gionis,  omnes  for  tunas  effunde- 
44  bant.”  Tacit.  Annal.  lib.  14.  cap. 
31.  That  this  temple  was  a  RruChire 
of  great  magnitude  and  folidity  ap¬ 
pears  from  this  circumftance,  that 
the  Romans  retreated  to  it  as  their 
laR  Rrong  hold,  and,  for  two  days, 
defended  themfelves  in  it  againR  the 
befieging  Britons.  44  Caetera  qui* 
“  dem  iinpetil  djrepta  aut.incenfa 
44  funt :  templum  in  quo  miles  fe 
44  conglobaverat,  biduo  obfefTum  ex- 
“  pugnatumque.”  Ibid.  cap.  32, 
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“  The  Britons,  profecuting  their 
fuccefs,  attacked,  pillaged  and  let  fire 
to  feveral  of  the  Roman  forts  and 
garrifons.  London  and  Verulam 
were  destroyed ;  and,  in  thefe  two 
places,  (a  convincing  proof  of  their 
magnitude  and  population)  tile  Bri¬ 
tons  mafTacred  about  70,000  Roman 
citizens  and  their  allies.  But  thefe 
temporary  fucceffes  were  ioon  check¬ 
ed  by  a  dreadful  defeat  of  the  Britons 
by  Suetonius  Pauliniis,  in  which 
80*000  were  left  dead  upon  the  field 
of  battle.  From  that  time  the  Ro¬ 


mans  advanced  into  the  internal  parts 
of  the  ill  and ;  and,  finding  tliem- 
felves  more  feebly  refifted,  as  their 
power  became  more  known*  began 
now  to  apply  themfelves  to  the  civili¬ 
zation  of  the  rude  people  whom  they 
had  fubdued.  Julius  Agricola,  in 
the  fecond  year- of  his  command,  as 


proprietor  of  Britain,  A.  D.  79.-  re¬ 
duced  the  inhabitantsof  North  W  ales, 
of  Chefhire,  and  of  Lancafliire, -to  ab- 
folute  fubjedtion,  and  conquered  the 
hie  of  Anglefey.  H avi  ng  fufficient- 
ly  evinced  his  power,  he  tried  the 
effect  of  alluring  the  natives  to  an 
eafy  fubrniflion,  by  giving  them  a 
tafte  of  the  enjoyments  of  a  poll  filed 
people..  Towards  this  purpofe,  the 
Romans  encouraged  the  Britons  to 
build  regular  towns,  ainfted  them  in 
•conflrueting  temples,  market-places 
and  commodious  .dwellings, ^  and 
taught  them  even  the  life  of  the  paths 
and  porticos,  and  all  the*  luxuries  of 
the  Roman  banquets.  To  this  pre¬ 
cise  period  we  may  refer  the. founda¬ 
tion  of  many  of  the  towns'  in  the 
weft  of  England,  which  are  known  to 
.have  had  a  Roman  origin,  as  Lanca- 
ffer,  Manchefter,  Warrington,  Rib- 
cheffer,  :Overborough,  Colne,  &c. 

“  At  this  time,  therefore,  A.  D.  79, 
the  Britons  of  tire  north  -wef tern  parts 
of  England  had  acquired  a  conlidef- 
able.  knowledge  of  regular  architec¬ 
ture.  But  all  to  the  north  ot  the 


Roman  conquers,  we  mult  prefume 
was  in  its  original  lhate  of  barbarifm. 
Improvement,'  however,  muff  have 
kept  pace  with,  the  advances  of  the 
Romans  into  the  country  ;  and  it  is 
therefore  not  difficult  to  mark  its 
piogrefs.  'In-  the  year  80,  we  find. 
Agricola  employed  in  eredcing  a 
chain-  of  forts  between  the  friths  of 
Clyde  and  Forth  ;  and  in  83,  the 
laft  year  of  his  command,  he  had 
penetrated  to  the  foot  of  the  Gram¬ 
pian  mountains  in  the  northern  parts 
of  Angus.  From  this  time,  during 
the  remainder  of  the  reign  of  Domi- 
tian,  and  through  the  whole-  of  the 
reigns  of  Nerva  and  of  Trajan,  a 
period  of  above  thirty  years,  the  Ro¬ 
mans  made  no  progrefs  in  the  ifiand. 
The  northern  parts  of  the  province 
were  ill  defended,  and  the  Caledo¬ 
nians,  in  that  interval,  recovered  all 
that  part  of  Scotland  which  Agricola 
had  gained  ;  for,  in  the  fecond  year 
of  Hadrian,  A.  D.  i2or  when  that 
emperor  built  his  ^vauum  acrofs  the 
ifiand,  between  Solway  frith  and  the 
mouth,  of  the  Tyne,  he  confidered  the 
Roman  province  as  extending  no 
further  to  the  north  than  that  ram¬ 
part.-  “  Murum  per  oefoginta  mil- 
a  lia  paffuum  primus  duxit  qui  bar- 
«  baros  Romanofqne  divideret.”  Yit. 
Hadr.  Hilt.  Aug.  Script. 

“  This  interval, ..therefore,  of  more 
than  thirty  years,  muff  have  been  a 
period  of  remarkable  improvement 
to  the  lavage  Caledonians.  Main¬ 
taining  a  conftant  intercourfe  with 
the.  Romans,  not  diftingui  fried  by 
extraordinary  hoftilities,  and  gradu¬ 
ally  regaining,  a  country  in  which 
they  found  the  recent  works  of  a 
poliflied  people,  they -could  not  fail¬ 
le  acquire  much  knowledge  in  the, 
arts.  At  the  tim@,  therefore,  when' 
Adrian  built  his  rampart,  A.  D.  1 20, 
we  know,  almofbto  a  certainty,  tha& 
the  inhabitants  of  Scotland,  as  far 
to  the  north  as  the  Grampian  moun- 
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tains,  underftood  and  pradtifed  the 
art  of  conRcuffing  durable  buildings 
with  mortar.  The  forts  or  ca/Ulla 
erected  by  Agricola,  which  Tacitus 
fays  were  fo  firongly  confirudled  as 
to  refill  the  utmoft  efforts  of  the  ene¬ 
my  to  take  them  by  frorm,  were  now 
in  the  polfefhon  of  the  Caledonians. 
The  Roman  cahella  were  circular, 
and  fometimesfquare  incJofures,  fur- 
rounded  with  a  llrong  wail  of  hone, 
hewn  into  fquare  blocks,  and  cement¬ 
ed  with  mortar.  The  fpace  inclofed 
wasfufficientto  contain  variousbuild- 
ings  likewife  of  hone,  barracks  for 
the  winter  habitation  of  the  troops, 
granaries  for  provilions,  and  fome- 
times  baths.  The  form  of  thefe 
cafiella  may  be  feen  in  the  fculptures 
upon  the  Trajan  columii,  and  their 
confinnhion  may  be  learnt  from 
Vege this.  The  remains  of  a  bath 
belonging  to  one  of  thefe  cahella, 
probably  eredled  by  Agricola,  were 
difcoyered,  within  thefe  few  years, 
at  the  village  of  Dalnoter,  between 
Glafgow  and  Dumbarton.  The  Ca¬ 
ledonians  had  witnehed  the  building 
of  thofe  hrudlures,  which  were  rear¬ 
ed  with  the  moh  perfect  flail  in  mili¬ 
tary  architecture,  from  materials 
which  the  country  furnifiied  in  abun¬ 
dance.  They  were  now  in  poflel- 
hon  of  the  hrudhires  themfelves.  It 
is  reafonable,  therefore,  to  conclude, 
that  thev  now  learnt  the  art  of  con- 
Rrudiing  regular  buildings  with  hone 
and  mortar,  and  praflifed  it,  both 
for  the  purpofes  of  defence  and  ha¬ 
bitation;  becaufe  the  contrary  fun- 
pofition  would  do  violence  to  all 
probability. 

“  The  wall  of  Adrian,  which  was 
built,  in  120,  and  that  of  Antoninus 
Pius,  built,  as  Koriley  thinks,  in 
1 4c,  were  both  conhrudl ed  folelv  of 
turf.  But  they  were  defended  by 
cahella,  placed  at  intervals  of  various 
diftance,  according  to  the  nature  of 
the  ground.  The  wall  of  Antoninus 


ran  acrofs  from  Dumbarton  on  Clyde 
to  Cramond  on  the  frith  of  Forth, 
and  was  probably  in  the  precife  line 
of  the  cahella  built  bv  Agricola.  It 
was  at  this,  period,  and  under  the  com¬ 
mand  'of  Lollius  Urbicus,  the  lieute¬ 
nant  of  Antoninus,  that  the  Romans 
made  their  fartheh  adv- ncbS  into  the 
ifland  of  Britain.  After  the-  erection 
of  this  new  vallum,  which  had  pro* 
bablv  been  reared  .  in  the  Idea  that 

J 

the  country  to  the  north  of  it  was 
hardly  worth  fecuring,  Urbicus 
marched  to  the  northward,  and  find¬ 
ing,  beyond  his  expectation,  that  the 
country,  efpecially  along  the  fea- 
coafi,  was  open  and  fertile,  He  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  profecuted  his  conquefis 
as  far  north  as  Invernefs.  For  this 
fact  we  want  indeed  the  authority  of 
any  Roman  hifiorian ;  but  the  Geo¬ 
graphy  of  Ptolemy,  and  the  late  dif- 
covered  Itinerary  of  Richard  of  Ci- 
rencefier,  prove,  beyond  all  doubt, 
that  there  were  Roman  Rations  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Invernefs ;  and 
there  is  no  other  Roman  general  but 
Urbicus  who,  to  the  days  of  Ptolemy, 
can  be  fuppofed  to  have  pafled  the 
limits  of  Agricola?s  conquefts.  The 
moR  northerly  Roman  Ration,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Ptolemy,  is  the  Trre^krov 
or  caRra  alata,  which,  in 
the  itinerary  of  Richard,  is  termed 
Ptorotone.  This,  I  think,  there  is 
every  reafon  to  believe  to  have  been 
that  fortified  promontory  now  called 
the  Burgh  of  Moray.  At  any  rate,  it 
is  certain  there  were  feveral  Roman 
Rations  in  that  neighbourhood,  as 
Tueflis,  Vans,  and  Ptorotone,  which 
is  fu  indent  for  our  purpofe.  It  is 
then  evident,  that,  in  the  re  n  of 
Antoninus  Pius,  and  within  a  kw 
years  of  A.  D.  140,  the  date  of  his 
vallum,  the  Romans  had  fixed  prxfi- 
dia  and  built  caRella  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Invernefs,  from  which 
part  of  Scotland,  there  was  an  un  n- 
terrupted  military  road,  as  appears 
Iz  .  hr 
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Richard’s  Itinerary, to  the  Land’s  end  regard  to  the  date  of  thofe  extraordi* 
in  Cornwall.  At  this  period,  there-  narv  ftrubtures  on  the  tops  of  hills, 
fore,  the:  inhabitants  of  this  region  of  “  The  religion  of  the  Druids  ob- 
Scotlaad  nmft  have  been  acquainted,  tained  in  Britain  long  before  the  pe- 
from  the  practice  of  the  Romans,  riod  of  the  Roman  mvafion  ;  and  it 
with  the  art  of  building'  with  mortar,  was  probably  introduced  into  the 
And,  as  the  ftrucfture  of  thofe  hill-  ifland  bv  the  firft  colony  of  Celtae  or 


fortifications  demonftrates  thedgno- 
ranee  of  the  builders  of  the  ufy  of 
that  cement,  the  moll  complete  evi¬ 
dence  thence  arifes,  that  they  were 
reared  prfor  to  the  time  above  men¬ 
tioned,  that  is,  above  iixteen  centuries 
and  a  half  ago. 

“  But  how  far  beyond  that  period 
we  are  to  fearch.  for  the  date  of  thofe 
lingular  fortifications,  {fill  remains 
in  doubt.  All  that  we  can  with  cer¬ 
tainty  conclude  is,  that  they  belong 
to  a  period  of  extreme  barbarifm. 
They  muff  have  been,  conftrubted  by 
a  people  fcarcely  removed  from  the 
ftate  of  favages,  who  lived  under  no 
impreffion  of  fixed  or  regulated  pro¬ 
perty  in  land,  whofe  only  appropri¬ 
ated  goods  were  their  cattle,  and 
whofe  foie  fecuritv,  in  a  life  of  con- 
Bant  depredation,  was  the  retreat  to 
the  fummits  of  thofe  hills  of  difficult 
accefs,  which  they  had  fortified  in  the 
bed  manner  they  could.  As  a  fpace 
indofed;  was  incapable  of  containing 
a  great  number  of  men,  efpfecialiy  if 
occupied  in  part  by  cattle,  it  is  pre- 
fumabJe,  that  thefe  retreats  were 
formed  chiefly  for  the  fecuritv  of  the 
women  and  children  of  the  canton, 
and  of  their  herds.  They  could  be 
defended  by  a  few  men,  while  the 
reft  of  the  tribe  were  engaged  with 
their  enemies  in  the  held. 

“  In  the  description  I  have  given 
of  the  fortified  hill  of  Dun- fardel 
upon  Loch-Nefs,  I  mentioned  a 
Dnftdical  circle  upon  the  ihoulder 
of  the  hill,  about  fifty  or  fixty  feet 
below  the  fortification ;  and  hinted 
that  this  circumftance  might  poffibly 
afford  ground  for  a  conjecture  with 


Gauls  who  landed  from  the  conti¬ 
nent.  If,  as  is  generally  luppofed, 
this  ifland' was  actually  peopled  from 
Gaul,  Druidifm  muft  have  been  the 
religion  of  its  firft  inhabitants.  I  am 
difpofed,  however,  to  believe,  that 
this  ifland  was  inhabited  of  old  by  a 
race  of  men  who  knew  nothing  of 
the  religion  of  the  Druids,  whofe 
manners  and  mode  of  life  were  too 
barbarous  to  be  compatible  with  that 
fyftem,  and  who,  in  after  times,  a- 
dopted  from  thofe  Druids  their  firft 
ideas  of  civilization  and  improve¬ 
ment.  The  Druids,  it  is  well  known, 
were  a  very  enlightened  order  of. 
men;  and  the}7  had  the  addrefs  to 
avail  themfelves  of  that  character  of 
wifdom  and  learning,  in  obtaining 
an  abfohite  controul,  not  only  in 
matters  of  religion,  but  in  the  civil 
government  of  the  countries  in  which 
they  were  eftablifhed.  They  culti¬ 
vated  the  mechanic  arts,  and  even 
the  feiences  of  medicine,  aftronomy", 
and  geometry,,  with  conftdcrable 
fuccefs.  In  fiiort,  no  nation,  among 
whom  that  fyftem  had  become  pre¬ 
valent,  could  Jong  remain  in  a  ftate 
of  barbarifnv.  But,  from  all  the  ideas 
v/e  can  form  of  the  ftate  of  Caledonia, 
at  the  time  when  it  was  riecefJary  to 
rear  thofe  hill-fortifications,  there 
appears  no  probability  that  the  in¬ 
habitants  either  lived  under  inch  a 
government  as  we  know  to  have  pre¬ 
vailed  under'  the  influence  of  the 
Druids,  or  had  any  acquaintance 
with  thofe  arts  which  it  is  certain 
they  cultivated.  Thofe  buildings 
muft,  therefore,  have  been  ere&ed 
previoufly  to  the  introduction  of  the 

Druidical 
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T>ruidical  fvftem  ;  that  is  to  fay,  in  a 
period  of  time  antecedent  to  the  frrft 
vilitation  of  this  ifland  bv  the  Celtse 
of  Gaul. 

“  The  Druidical  circle  upon  Dun- 
Jardel  lends  its  aid  in  fupport  of  this 
conjecture.  If  the  fortification  on 
■the  fii  mm  it  had  been  .erected  after 
the  abolition  of  Druidifin,  it  feems 
extremely  improbable  that  the  buil¬ 
ders  of  it  would  have  neglected  to 
employ  the  ftones  of  this  circle  in 
rearing  their  fortification,  (ftones 
extremely  well  fuited  to  thepurpofe, 
and  quite  at  hand)  when  they  have 
been  at  immenfe  pains  to  carry  up  a 
prodigious  quantity  of  ftones  from 

the  verv  bottom  of  the  hill  for  that 
✓ 

work.  It  is  not  probable  that  they 
would  have  been  retrained  by  any 
fuperftitious  idea  of  reverence  for 
the  monuments  of  an  extinguifhed 
religion.  For  Drift  difm,  foon  alter 


its  abolition,  funk  into  utter  con¬ 
tempt,  and  the  introduction  of 
Chriftianity  rendered  the  ancient 
fuperftitions  impious  and. deteft able. 
That  this  hill-fortiiieation  was  erec¬ 
ted  in  times  of  the  Druids,  I  have 
already  fhewn  to  be  extremely  im¬ 
probable.  We  mull,  therefore,  re¬ 
cur  to  the  only  remaining,  and  the 
nroli  natural  fuppoiition,  that  It  was 
reared  in  times  antecedent  to  the 
introduction  of  that  religion.  And 
this  fuppoiition  carries  the  date  of 
thisftruchure,  and  conftquently  of  all 
the  reft  of  the  fame  nature,  up  to  a 
period  of  antiquity  far  beyond  ail 
hiftorical  record,  and  conneCts  them 
with  a  ftate  of  fociety  in  which  the 
arf-s  were  as  imperfeCt,  the  manners 
as  barbarous,  and  the  condition  of 
life  as  lawlefs,  turbulent,  and  pre¬ 
carious,  as  among  the  rudeft  tribes 
of  American  lavages.” 


MEMOIR  of  the  LANGUAGE,  MANNERS  and  CUSTOMS  of  an 
ANGLO-SAXON  COLONY  fettled  in  the  BARONIES  of  FORTH 
and  BARG  IK,  in  '  the  County  of  WEXFORD,  IRELAND.  By 
Charles  Val  lance  y,  LL.  D.  &c. 

[From  the  a^sacti-pns  of  the  Royal  Irish  Academy  for  the 

Year  1788.3 


**  FIE  baronies  of  Bargie  and 
|  Forth  are  fitusted  at  the 
fbuthern  extremity  of  the  county  of 
Wexford,  and  together  contain 
about  fixtv  fquare  Irilh  miles.  They 
lie  due  eaft  from  Cardiganshire,  in 
Wales-;  the  ftiortnefs  of  the  paftage 
caufed  a  frequent  intercourfe  be¬ 
tween  the  Irilh  and  the  Britons  from 
the  earlieft  account  of  their  hiftory. 

“  In  the  year  1 167  Dermod,  king 
of  Leinfte'r,  was  a  powerful  prince  ; 
the  errors  of  his  civil  government, 
the  opprefiion  of  his  inbjeHs,  and 


the  tyranny  he  exerci fed  over  his 
nobility,  caufed  a  total  defection  in 
them  and  the  people.  His  kinfmen, 
friends,  fervants  and  followers,  bad 
all  been  prevailed  on  to  forfake 
him. 

“  In  1  U8  the  cliftrefted  king  re¬ 
paired  to  England,  to  folicit  the 
alfiftance  of  king  Henry  ;  teliin<r 
him  he  was  become  an  exile  by  the 
treachery  of  his  valfals,  and  befeech- 
ing  him  to  give  aid,  whereby  he  * 
might  be  reftored  to  his  inheritance, 
which  if  it  Ihould  pleale  him  to 

grant 
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orant,  he  would  acknowledge  him 
to  be  his  lord,  and  ferve  him  during 
his  life. 

“  King  Henry,  moved  with  com? 
pafiion,  prorhifed  him  aid,  and  de¬ 
fined  him  to  remain  at  Briftoi  until 
he  fliouid  hear  further  from  him. 
Her  mod,  after  flaying  there  one 
month,  and  hearing  nothing  from 
the  king,  weary  of  delay,  he  applied 
to  Richard  Earl  of  Strigul,  commonly 
called  -Strongbow,  promifmg  that 
if  he  would  alfifi:  him  he  would  give 
him  his  daughter  to  wife,  and  with 
her  the  whole  kingdom  of  Lei  niter. 
The  earl  excufed  himfelf,  unlefs 
king  Henry  would  give  his  con¬ 
tent. 

“  In  the  mean  time  Dermod  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  princes  of  Wales,  and 
Richard  Fitz-Godobert  accompanied 
him,  but  with  no  finall  a  body  of 
men,  they  were  of  no  life,  and  they 
foon  returned  home. 

“  Dermod,  finding  his  fubjech  fli]l 
held  out  againft him,  caufed  prodama- 
tion  to  be  made  in  Wales,  offering 
large  recompenfe  in  lands,  money, 
and  cattle,  to  fuch  as  would  give  him 
aid.  Immediately  men  of  ail  forts, 
and  from  divers  places,  prepared 
tiiemfelves  to  embark  for  Ireland, 
under  the  command  of  Fitz-.Stephen, 
who  had  lately  been  enlarged  from 
prifon  by  the  mediation  of  Dermod 
with  Rice,  a  king  in  W ales.  This 
little  army  confided  of  about  three 
hundred  horfemen  and  foot. 

u  with  this  final!  body  Dermod  did 
wonders,  and  being  grown  proud 
with  viftory,  gave  great  difeontent 
to  the  Englifh,  many  of  whom  re¬ 
turned  home.  But  in  the  year 
following  (1169)  ear*  Richard  fent 
Raymond  Le  Grois  to  Dcrmod's 
afiiftance,  with  a  finall  finite,  promif- 
ing  to  follow  with  a  confiderable 
army.  Accordingly,  in  1170,  the 
earl  arrived  at  Waterford  with  fix- 
teen  hundred  foldiers. 
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“This  confiderable  reinforcement 
enabled  Dermod  not  only  to  fupprefs 
his  rebellious  fubjedts,  but  alio  to 
make  war  mu  the  neighbouring 
princes.  Peace  being  once  refiored, 
Dermod  made  good  his  prcmifcs, 
and  the  part  of  the  couutry  we  are 
now  deferibing  was  parcelled  out  to 
the  Britifii  foldiers,  who  have  re¬ 
mained  in  quiet  pofTelfion  ox  their 
atchievements  unto  this  day. 

“  Th;s  colony  have  preferred  their 
ancient  manners,  cuftoms,  and  lan¬ 
guage  ;  and  fully  occupying  every 
inch  of  ground,  the -natives  could 
never  obtain  a  re-eftablifhment 
therein.  As  population  encreafea, 
fomeofthe  Englifh  have  been  obliged 
to  remove  into  the  neighbouring 
baronies  within  thefe  fifty  years,  and 
by  an  intercourfe  with  the  Irifh,  the 
language  of  thefe  emigrants  became 
corrupted,  and  thefe,  by  their  con¬ 
nexions  with  their  kindred  re¬ 
maining  in  the  baronies  of  Bargie 
and  Forth,  have  in  feme  meafure 
introduced  this  corrupted  dialect 
there.  The  town  of  Wexford  is  the 
market  to  which  this  colony  reforted 
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to  difpofe  of  the  produce  of  their 
farms,  and  in  this  market  all  things 
are  bought  and  fold  in  the  modern 
Englifh  dialect ;  this  alfo  is  another 
catife  of  the  decline  of  the  language 
or  the  colonifts,  but  not  one  word  of 
Irifh  is  underfiood  or  fpoken  in 
thefe  two  baronies  ;  ftili  they  pre- 
ferve  many  words  and  phrafes  of 
their  original,  language,  and  fome 
original  fongs,  which,  having  been 
committed  to  writing,  will  exift  as 
long  as  the  people. 

.  “  Were  there  no  hiftorical  docu? 
men  Is  to  afeertain  the  arrival  and 
efiablilhment  of  this"  colony,  the 
language  fpoken  by  them  would  be 
a  fufficient  teftimony.  u  Language,” 
fays  Dr.  Johnfon,  “  is  the  pedigree 
“  of  nations  ;  there  is  no  tracing 
^  the  cohnectiops  of  ancient  nations 
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i<4  but  by  language.”  And  the 
-learned  Dr.  Priertley  informs  us 
44  that  the  language  of  a  people  is 
44  a  great  guide  to  an  hiftorian,  both 
44  in  tracing  their  origin,  and  in 
44  di {covering the  hate  of  many  other 
44  important  circumftances  bekmg- 
44  ing  to  them  Of  ail  eu Roms  and 
44  habits  (adds  the  Debtor)  that 
:44  of  fpeech  being  the  molt  fre- 
44  quently  exercifed,  is  the  moil 
44  confirmed,  'and  leail  liable  to 
44  change.  Colonies,  therefore,  will 
44  always  fpeak  the  language  of  their 
44  mother  country,  unlefs  foiiie  event 
k4  produce  a  freer  intercourfe  with 
44  people  who  fpeak  another  lan- 
:44  guage  ;  and  even  the  proportion 
44  of  that  foreign  intercourfe  may  in 
44  iome  meafure  be  estimated  by  the 
44  degree  of  corruption  of  the  lan- 
44  guage.”  44  To  thefe  authorities  we 
*will  add  a  few  more  of  equal  weight: 
44  cognitio  linguarum  gentium  ortum 
144  et  profapiam  docet,  indicatque, 
■u  lit  etfolum  et  genus  vitae  muta- 
u  verint  monilrat.”  This  author 
•goes  fo  far  as  to  fay,  that  language 
as  preferred  even  to  the  annals  of  re¬ 
mote  times,  to  prove  the  origin  of  a 
people,  particularly  of  an  emigrating 
people,  fuch  as  the  Scythian  anceftors 
of  the  Irifh  are  known  to  have  been  : 
44  Veiligia  migrationum  gentium 
44  quibullibet  fail  is  certlus  prodit,” 
or  as  he  more  ilrongly  expreftes  it 
in  his  own  language,  44  fom  nationers 
44  flyttoringar  ar,  ofcaiemnar  s'akrare 
•4  imderfattelfer,  an  alia  fagor  och 
44  hiftorier.”  44  Linguarum  cognatio 
*4  cognationis  gentium  praecipuum, 
44  certiofimumque  argumentum  eft.” 

44  On  thefe  great  authorities  we 
reft,  to  prove  that  the  ancient  hiftory 
of  the  primitive  inhabitants  ot  this 
iiland  is  founded  in  truth  ;  for  if 
they  had  notan  intercourfe  in  former 
•days  with  the  phcenicians,  Eg  v  do ans 
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and  Perfians,  how  is  it  poilible  lb 
many  hundreds  of  words,  fo  many 
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idioms  of  fpeech,  fo  many  technical 
terms  in  the  arts  of  thofe  ages,  could 
have  been  introduced  into  the  old 
Irifh  dialect  ?  terms  not  to  be  met 
with  in  the  dialect  of  any  other 
northern  or  weftern  nation.  Vv  hat 
people,  the  Egyptians  and  Irifh  ex¬ 
cepted,  named  the  harp  or  muftc 
ouini.  Irilk  Aine.  i.  e.  Oiihdeadb, 
i  e.  muiic,  a-  mui!  cal  mftrument ; 
oirphideath  or  oirfideadh  expreftes 
the  aft  ion  of  playing.  What  people 
in  the  .world,  the  Orientalifts  and 
the  Irifh  excepted,  call  the  copy  of 
a  book  the  fon  pf  a  book,  and  echo 
the  daughter  of  a  voice  ?  With  what 
northern  nation,  the  Irifh  excepted, 
can  the  Oriental  names  of  the  cools 
and  implements  of  the  ltonecutter, 
the  carpenter,  the  fhip-builder,  die 
weaver,  be  found  ?  And  with  what 
people,  the  old  Irifh  and  Egyptians 
excepted,  does  the  word  Ogham 
dignify  a  book,  and  the  name  of 
Hercules  or  Mercury  ?  Of  thefe  we 
propofe  to  treat  more  at  large  in  a 
memoir  on  the  Or  bam,  and  from 
Irifh  documents  fliew  the  origin  of 
alphabetical  writing,  which  the 
Riberno-Scythians  muft  have  learnt 
from  the  Egyptians,  before  their 
defcent  to  the  Mediterranean,  to 
Spain,  and  thence  to  the  Britannic 
ill.  i  ntH 

44  To  return  to  our  colonifts. 
When  we  were  firft  acquainted  with 
this  colony,  a  few  of  both  fexes  wore 
the  ancient  drefs :  that  of  the  man 
was  a  ftiort  coat,  waiftcoat,  and 
trunk  breeches,  with  a  round  hat 
and  narrow  brim  •  that  of  the  wo¬ 
men,  was  a  ftiort  jacket,  a  petticoat 
bordered  at  bottom  with  one,  two  or 
three  rows  of  ribband  or  tape  of  a 
different  colour.  Vv  :  have  icen  one, 
whofe  jacket  was  of  hr  .  i  fine  wo.  Iieii 
cloth,  of  a  dark  brown  colour,  edged 
with  a  .arrow  iilver  lace.  The  cuds 
of  the  head  was  a  kircher. 

44  Tire  names  of  the  old  coioniifs 
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are  Hore,  Cod,  Stafford,  Whittv, 
R  obiter,  Sinnot,  Murphy,  Stephen, 
Quiney,  &c.  The  gentlemen  who 
now  inhabit  the  country  are  moftly 
defcended  from  the  officers  and 
foidiers  of  Cromwell's  and  king 
William’s  army,  viz.  Hervey,  Nun, 
Edwards,  Hughes,  Palhfer,  &c. 

44  The  people  of  thefe  baronies 
live  well,  are  induftrious,  cleanly, 
and  of  good  morals  ;  the  pcoreft 
farmer  eats  meat  twice  a  week,  and 
the  table  of  the  wealthy  farmer  is 
daily  covered  with  beef,  mutton  or 
fowl.  The  beverage  is  nemo-brewed, 
ale'  and  beer,  of  an  excellent  flavour 
and  colour.  The  Lcufes  of  the 
pooreft  are  well  built  and  well 
hatched ;  all  have  cut-offices  for 
cattle,  fowL,  carts  or  cars.  1  he 
people  are  well  clothed,  are  ftrong 
and  laborious.  'I  he  women  do  ail 
manner  of  ruftic  work,  ploughing 
excepted  ;  they  receive  equal  wages 
with  the  men. 

44  In  this  delightful  fpot  the 
greateft  harmony  lubftfts  between 
the  landlord  and  the  farmer  ;  and  it 
is  common  to  meet  the  tenant  at  the 
landlord’s  table.  Such  is  their  aver¬ 
sion  to  idlenefs,  that  if  a  beggar  is 
met  in  thefe  baronies  he  is  imme¬ 
diately  handed  from  houfe  to  houfe 
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until  he  is1  out  of  the  baronv. 
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"4  The  profelled  religion  -here  is 
tb e  Roman C atholic ;  there  are  about 
one  hundred’ to  one  proteftant. 

44  Marriage  is  folemnized  much 
in  the  fame  manner  as 'with  the 
Irifh.  The  relations  and  friends 
bring  a  profuiion  of  viands  of  all 
kinds,  and  feafting  and  dancing  ccn- 


tinues  all  the  night;  the  bride  fits 
at  the  head  of  the  table,  unless  called 
out  to  dance,  when  the  chair  is  filled 
by  one  of  the  bride-maids.  At 
every  marriage  an  apple  is  cut  into 
fmall  pieces,  and  thrown  among  the 
croud  ;  a  cuftom  they  brought  from 
England,  but  the  origin  of  it  has 
not  defcended  with  it. 

44  The  produce  of  the  foil  in  thefe 
baronies  is  great,  the  whole  is  under 
tillage,  and  near  the  fea-fhore  they 
manme  with  the  fea-weed  twice  a 
year,  and  in  the  memory  of  the 
okleft  man  the  ground  has  never 
been  fallowed,  but  a  plentiful  crop 
obtained  every  year.  The  parifh 
of  Carne  contains  five  hundred  acres, 
all  or  moftly  under  tillage  ;  this 
parifh  pays  icci.  a  year  for  tithes  to 
the  rector.  "1  he  church-land  of 
Carne  contains  fixty  acres,  of  which 
forty  are  plowed,  and  pays  to  the 
redlor  if  1.  14  s.  and  to  the  landloi  d 
91k  a  year. 

44  Fuel  is  fcarce  in  this  diffridf  ; 
fhe  chief  firing  is  furze,  planted  on 
the  tops  of  all  the  dikes ;  thefe  are 
cut  and  dried,  and  bring  a  good  re¬ 
turn.  Along  the  coaft  there  has 
formerly  been  a  bog  or  turbary, 
which  has  been  encroached  on  bv  the 
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fea,  fo  much  that  now  it  is  covered 
with  land,  and  that  at  high  water, 
with  many  feet  of  the  watry  element. 
The  great  expence  of  cutting  and 
drying  this  turf  renders  this  kind  of 
fuel  too  dear  fertile  common  people. 
In  mis  turbary,  ’  many  feet  under 
the  fea  at  high  water,  trees  are  daily 
found,  and  fome  dug  up  ;  they  con-, 
fill  chiefly  of  oak,  hr  and  hazle.” 
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STATE  of  LEARNING  in  ENGLAND  at  the  TIME  oil 

HENRY  II. 

[From  Mr.  Bk  ring  ton’s  History  of  the  Reign  of  Henry  II.  &c.] 


u  ^  AM  come  to  the  learning  of 

|  the  period. — It  will  be  recol¬ 
lected  from  William  of  Malmlbury, 
how  low  was  the  Hate  of  literature 
at  the  Norman  acceilion.  We  mutt 
therefore  now  look  for  the  dawn  of 
fcience,  however  languid  and  un- 
certain  its  ilrit  rays  may  feem.  Such 
is  the  relation  in  the  general  order 
of  things,  and  fuch  the  mental  pro- 
grefs,  that  the  whole  fvftem  toge¬ 
ther  moves,  riles,  declines,  and  falls. 
We  have  feen  what,  in  various  lines, 
the  improvements  were.  Learning 
would  keep  pace  with  them ;  for 
there  weie  fimilar  caules  to  urge  pn 
its  progrefs. 

“  As  g-lorv  can  "be  obtained  from 
letters,  and  therefore  by  encouraging 
the  profelfors  of  them,  it  was  na¬ 
tural  that  our  Norman  kings,  when 
their  eliablifhment  was  fecured,  and 
the  ambition  of  conqueft  was  allayed, 
fliould  direH  their  attention  to  leio 
tumultuary  purfuits.  The  conqueror 
had  been  well  educated,  and  he  loon 
became  the  munificent  patron  of 
learned  men.  They  erouded  to  his 
court,  and  diffufed  around  it  a  fpirit 
of  literary  improvement,  which 
would  fpread,  in  undulating  circles, 
to  the  nearer  and  more  diflant  tallies 
of  the  barons.  His  fon  Henrv,  fur- 
named  Beauelerk,  was  himfelf  a 
fcholar.  And  Henry  Plantagenet, 
as  we  have  feen,  fpent  his  ieifure 
hours  in  reading,  or  in  difculfmg 
literary  qucllionsin  a  circle  of  learn¬ 
ed  men.  T  he  example  of  kings  is 
a  powerful  incentive  ;  it  roufes 
emulation,  and  opens  the  eye  to 
favour  and  preferment :  and  where 


they  can  reward,  interelf  will  give  a 
fpur  to  purfuits.  1 

u  The  intercourfe  alfo  which 
England  maintained  with  the  con- 
tinent,  opened  a  channel  through 
which  the  learning  of  diftant  pro¬ 
vinces,  and  of  remote  kingdoms,  but 
efpedally  of  Rome,  flowed  in:  We 
frequented  the  fchools  of  other 
kingdoms,  particularly  thofe  of  Bo¬ 
logna  and  Paris  ;  arid  we  numbered 
among  our  bifhops  and  leading 
clergy,  fuch  as  Robert  de  Melun, 
Stephen  Langton,  and  many  others* 
men  who  had  been  eminent  pro¬ 
felfors  there.  But  the  increafe  of 
monafteries,  in  this  period,  was  the: 
principal  caufe  of  the  increafe  of 
knowledge.  They  added  to  die 
number  of  teachers  and  Undent,  ? 
and  multiplied  the  inducements  to 
purfue,  and  the  opportunities  to  ac¬ 
quire  knowledge,  by  making  books 
more  common  and  more  attainable 
than  they  had  been.  Every  convent 
was  a  fchooi,  wherein  the  feveral 
parts  of  fcience  were  taught :  every 
convent  had  a  library,  and  its  monks 
were  employed  in  tranfcribing  books ; 
and  the  government  of  every  con¬ 
vent,  to  which  a  conliderable  degree? 
of  power  and  dignity  was  annexed, 
was  often  bellowed  on  men,  whom 
peculiar  endowments  recommended1 
to  the  office.  But  there  is  an  obliga¬ 
tion  due  to  them,  which  no  .time 
can  cancel.  They  preferved  the 
valuable  remains  of  Grecian  and 
Roman  literature,  without  which, 
who  can  fay,  that  Europe,  at  this 
day,  would  not  have  been  involved 
in  the  fhades  of  barbarifm  ? 
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“  Notwithftanding  thefe  induce¬ 
ments,  the  progrels  in  fcience  was 
flow  ;  it  was  confined,  in  a  great 
meafure,  to  the  monks  and  clergy, 
while  the  barons  and  the  laity,  en¬ 
gaged  in  other  purfuits,  left  the  path 
of  literature  almoft  exciufively  open 
to  them  ;  the  fubjedls  of  enquiry 
were  ill  - feledted;  the  modes  of  educa¬ 
tion  were  not  calculated  to  diffufe 
improvement :  and  the  general  tafre 
was  bad.  It  is  lefs  difficult  to  im¬ 
plant  on  a  new  people  the  feeds  of 
genuine  fcience  which  fnall  fruftifv, 
than  to  reform  what  hasbeen  vitiated. 

11  What  was  the  ftate  of  learning 
in  this  country  may  be  applied, 
with  little  variation,  to  others.  For 
now,  by  the  intercourfe  I  have  men¬ 
tioned,  which  exchanged  and  com¬ 
municated  what  before  might  be 
deemed  peculiar  to  each,  in  the  arts 
or  fciences,  an  uniformity  prevailed, 
and  almoft  a  common  meafure  of 
improvement.  So,  to  judge  from 
the  literary  productions  of  the  period, 
we  muft  pronounce,  wherein  can  be 
difeovered  no  fuperior  excellence  of 
nation  over  nation,  than  what  occurs 
in  comparing  the  feveral  compcfi- 
tions  of  the  fame  people.  They  all 
wrote  in  the  fame  language,  which 
was  Latin  ;  and  all  drew  from  the 
fame  fources,  from  the  ancients 
fervilely  imitated,  from  the  fuggef- 
tions  of  a  weak  fuperftition,  from 
received  opinions  which  no  criticifm 
had  di  feuded,  and  from  nature 
neither  ftudied  nor  underftood. 

44  The  parts  of  learning,  which 
England  and  other  countries  culti¬ 
vated  were  grammar,  rhetoric, 
logic,  metaphyiics,  phyfics,  ethics, 
fcholaftic  divinity,  the  canon  law, 
the  civil  law,  the  common  law, 
arithmetic,  geometry,  aftronomy, 
afrrology,  and  medicine. 

u  As  already,  in  another  work,  I 
have  treated  this  fu  Inert,  and  fome 
of  the  branches  were  fo  imperfectly 
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underftood  as  to  merit  no  attention, 

I  fit  all  conceive  myfeif  difpenfed  from, 
the  difeuflipn  of  each  feparate  article. 

44  The  ftudv  of  grammar  feems  to 
have  been  almoft  exciufively  con¬ 
fined  to  the  Latin  tongue,  which  was 
the  language  of  the  learn pd  in  their 
writings  and  even  in  their  converfa- 
tion,  of  men  of  bufiqefs  in  their 
correfpondence,  of  the  chur*h  in  her 
iervice,  and  of  the  church’s  paftors 
in  their  fynods,  and  fometimes,  if 
feems,  even  in  their  inftnfofions  to 
the  people.  Many  of  our  bifhops 
and  clergy,  natives  of  France  and 
Italy,  knew  nothing  ot  the  vulgar 
tongue  of  the  realm.  The  colloquial 
Latin  of  the  period  was  in  many,  we 
may  prefume,  neither  impure  nor 
inelegant,  to  judge  from  the  fpeci- 
mens  which  our  hiftorians  have. re¬ 
corded,  but  more  from  their  familiar 
correfpondence.  Herein  are  frequent 
quotations  from  the  beft '  claflical 
writers,  and  their  ftyle  and  manner 
are  fometimes  imitated  with  fuccefs. 
But,  on  the  whole,  their  language  is 
uriclaftlcal,  written  with  little  eafe* 
and  with  evident  marks  of  a  bad 
education  and  a  vicious  tafte.  Yet 
how  beautiful  is  this  opening  of  a 
letter  from  John  of  Salifbury  to  his 
primate:  “  Ex  quo  partes  attigi 
44  Gifmarinas,  vifus  fam  mihi  fenfilTe 
44  lenioris  aura?  temperiem,  et  detu- 
44  mefeentibus  nroceliis  temneftatum, 

x  ^  x  ' 

44  cum  gaudio  mi  rates  fum  rerum 
44  ubique  copiam,  quietemque  et 
44  Letitiam  populomm.”  John  was 
the  moft  elegant  writer  of  the  age. 
But  in  the  primate’s  letters  all  is 
bar  fin,  technical,  and  difgufting  from 
the  unceaiing  ufe  of  fcriptural 
phrafeology.  And  this  phrafeology 
even  their  hiftorians  often  copied. 
Latin  therefore  may  be  confidered 
as,  at  that  time,  almoft  a  living 
language  ;  whence  we  are  authorifed 
to  pronounce,  from  the  character  it 
bore,  what  were  the  grammatical 

purity 


At  the  T  I  M  E  of  HENRY  II. 


['39] 


purify  and  the-clafficai  tafte  of  the  age. 

“  Rhetoric,  or  the  art  of  i peaking 
eloquently,  kept  pace  with  their 
grammar.  Indeed,  there  muff  be  in 
both  the  fame  proportion  of  excel¬ 
lence.  I  have  met  with  feme  ex¬ 
amples  of  their  eloquence,  that 
would  do  honour  to  any  age  ;  but 
with  more  that  would  difgraee  the 
ruftic  orators  of  a  mob,  The  reader 
will  recolleCt  the  addrefs  of  the  earl 
of  Arundel,  fpoken  in  Englifh  or  in 
the  French  tongue,  before  the  pontiff 
and  the  Roman  cardinals  at  Sens  ; 
alfo  that  of  Becket,  on  the  fame  oc- 
cahon  ; .  and  feveral  other  fpeeches, 
in  which  were  the  elements  of  ge- 
nuine  oratory..  In  ail  of  them  I 
ftrove  to  retain  the  real  chara&er  of 
the  originals.  But  this,  I  apprehend, 
is  not  the  point  in  queftion  ;  for  the 
tongue  of  the  unlettered  favage  be¬ 
comes  eloquent,  when  the  heart 
dictates  to  its  utterance.  Here  is 
properly  meant  that  fa&itious  elocu¬ 
tion,  which  the  fchools  taught 
agreeably  to  the  definitioijs  and  rules 
of  rhetoric.  I  have  faid  what  its 
charadler  was. 

■  u  Of  logic,  metaphyfics,  phyfics, 
and  ethics,  I  fiiall  only  repeat  that 
the  firft,  pretending  to  follow  the 
rules  of  Ariftotle,  who  now  came 
into  general  vogue,  degenerated  into 
a  wretched  fophiftry,  replete  with 
quibbles  and  trifling  fubtilties,  yet 
that  it  engroffed  the  attention  of  the 
ftudious  and  inquifitive,  as  was  feen 
in  Abeilard  and  the  fophiffs  of  the 
the  age  :  that  the  fecond,  confiding 
of  fimilar  fpecnlations  on  entity, 
fpirit,  matter,  fubftance,  accidents, 
occult  qualities,  and  fubftantial  forms? 
had  no  pretenfions  to  the  notice  of 
men,  whofe  minds  could  have  ap¬ 
preciated  what  is  really  valuable  in 
human  purfuits :  that  the  third,  (as 
we  may  colledt  from  Giraldus  Cam- 
brenfis,  who  was  fent  by  his  fovereign 
to  furvey,  as  a  philofopher,  the  pro¬ 


ductions  and  Tee  of  Ireland,  and 
from  innumerable  other  inftances,) 
h"  /ever  much  ifudied,  contributed  ' 
- ■  .‘thing  to  the  real  knowledge  of 
nature,  or  benefit  of  human  life  : 
and  that  the  fourth,  amufed'  with  the 
theory  of  ideal  duties,  tended  not  to 
enlighten  the  mind,  to  amend  the 
heart,  or  to  regulate  the  morals,  by 
fhewing  the  foundation  of  their 
obligations,  or  by  illuftrating  the 
nature,,  limits  and  motives,  of  the 
various  duties  of  men  and  citizens. 

u  But  icholaftic  divinity  now 
affirmed  a  more  regular  form:  and 
as  this  form  was  immediately  adopted 
into  the  fchools  of  England  and  of 
Europe,  and  frill  continues  to  prevail 
in  many  foreign  feminaries,  it  be¬ 
comes  proper  to  obferve  that  Peter, 
called  Lombardus  from  the  country 
of  his  birth,  archbifhop  of  Paris,  and 
who  died  about  the  year  1160,  was 
its  father.  Elis  rrioft  honourable 
appellation  is  that  of  the  mailer  of 
leniences,  the  title  of  the  work  he 
publilhed,  exhibiting  palfages  from 
the  ancient  fathers,  the  apparent 
contradictions  of  which  he  ftrives  to 
conciliate.  It  contains  an  entire 
body  of  theology,  in  four  books,  and 
each  book  is  divided  into  many 
diftin&ions.  The  firft  treats  of  the 
Trinity,  and  its  attributes :  the  fecond 
of  the  creation,  firft  of  angels,  then 
of  the  work  of  the  fix  days,  of  man 
and  his  fall,  of  grace  and  free  will, 
of  original  and  a&ualfin  :  the  third 
of  the  incarnation,  of  faith,  hope, 
and  charity,  of  the  gifts  of  the  holy 
fpirit,  and  of  the  commandments : 
and  the  fourth  of  the  facraments  in 
general  .and  particular,  of  purgatory, 
the  refurreClion,  the  laft  judgment, 
and  the  ftate  of  the  blefled.  The 
author,  as  I  obferved,  does  little  elfe 
than  firing  together  quotations  from 
the  fathers,  interfperfmg  a  thoufand 
ridiculous  and  unimportant  queftions, 
as  to  us  they  feem,,  fupported  by 

weak 


weak  opinions  and  paflages  from  the 
friptures  figuratively  interpreted. 
He  difapproved  much,  it  is  faid,  of 
the  application  which  Peter  Abeijard 
and  other  mailers  had  made,  of  the 
rales  of  Arifrotle  to  the  dod-rines  of 
revelation,  and  therefore  brought 
forward  the  authorities  rather  of  the 
fathers,  on  which  to  build-the  fyftem 
of  chriftian  belief — His  work  was 
received  with  great  applaufe  ;  and 
ior  ages,  in  the  fcfiools  of  theology, 
the  book  of  fentences  became  the 
only  text  which  was  read  and  ex¬ 
plained  to  fcholars.  Two  hundred 
and  forty-four  authors,  many  of  them 
the  ableft  divin.s  of  their  refpedive 
periods,  wrote  commentaries  on  the 
Sentences.  Even  I  find  one  hundred 
and  fixty  in  the  iingle  lift  of  Englilli 
commentators..  But  the  mafter  was 
not  deemed  infallible,  not  being- 
followed  in  twenty-fix  articles ;  and 
one  propofition  which  he  taught, 
that  Chrift,  as  man,  is  not  fomething 
(non  eft  all  quit. /,)  was  cenfured  by 
Alexander  III.  Even  Walter  of  St. 
Vidor  dared,  foon  after  his  death, 
to  rank  him  with  the  four  fophifts, 
whom  he  {Ivies  the  labyrinths  of 

■  it  •' 

France. 

44  Tile  canon  law,  likewife,  a  few 
years  before  this,  had  been  much  ex¬ 
tended  in  its  general  application,  and 
foon  engaged  the  attention  of  church¬ 
men.  In  11515  Gratian  a  monk  of 
Bologna,  publifhed  his  Decretum ,  a 
collection  of  the  opinions,  decrees, 
and  canons,  of  fat  hers,  do  dors,  popes, 
and  councils.  There  was  no  accuracy 
11  fed  in  the  feledion  of  thefe  docu¬ 
ments.  and  modem  criticifm  has 
demon!  irated  their  multifarious  er¬ 
rors.  Compilations  of  the  fame  na¬ 
ture  had  before* been  made,  particu¬ 
larly  by  Ifidore  in  the  eighth  century, 
who  pretended  to  have  difcovered 
the  decrees  of  fixty  early  popes,  and 
the  canons  of  ancient  councils, 
nearly  *11  of  which  are  now  known 


to  have  been  forgeries.  Thefe 
Gratian  inferted  in  his  decretum ; 
The  monftrous  compilation,  from 
the  approbation  it  received  at  Rome, 
foon  obtained  an  unbounded  au¬ 
thority  ;  it  was  read  in  all  the  fchools, 
and  became  the  law  of  the  church. 
It  was  on  the  fpiirioiis  authority  of 
this  work,  and  of  thofe  which  had 
preceded  it,  that  were  founded  the 
pretenfions  of  the  Roman  biftiops  to 
univerfal  monarchy,  tire  rife  and  ex- 
tenfion  of  which  I  carefully  noticed. 

44  About  the  fame  time,  the  ftudv  of 
the  Roman  or  civil  law  was  revived  on 
the  Continent,  and  foon  introduced 
into  England.  Bologna  was  the  great 
feminary ;  and  it  was  the  difeovery 
of  a  copy  of  the  Pandebls  of  juftinian, 
whofe  Code,  Novelise,  and  Inftitutes 
had  been  long  read  and  explained, 
that  is  fiippofed  to  have  given  a  new 
ardour  to  the  purfuit.  But  un¬ 
fortunately  the  canon  and  civil  laws 
were  permitted  to  coalefce  into  one 
fyftem.  They  feemed  to  afford  a 
mutual  fuppert  to  each  other ;  the 
profeffors  of  both  were  the  fame, 
and  he  who  would  rife  in  the  church 
became  a  civilian  and  canonift. 
Had  they  been  kept  feparate,  the 
weak  pretenfions  of  churchmen  to 
the  partial  countenance  of  the  ftate 
would  not  have  been  encouraged; 
their  own  laws  when  found  incom¬ 
patible,  as  many  of  them  were,  with 
the  good  of  the  community,  would 
have  funk  •  and  we  fhould  not  have 
beheld  ftate  religions  frill  Handing 
on  their  Tandy  balls. 

“  Ranuiph  de  Glanville,  a  name 
often  mentioned,  chief  jufriciary  un¬ 
der  Henry  II.  publifhed  in  his  reign, 
or  caufed  to  be  publifhed,  a  collec¬ 
tion  of  the  laws  and  enftoms  of  Eng¬ 
land.  This  is  the  moll  ancient  of 
our  law  books  extant.— But  a  ciu- 
cumftance  is  recorded  by  Peter  ol 
Bl-ois,  fpeaking  of  arc!  *b  ifricp  Theo¬ 
bald,  which  fhews  the  attention 
&  which 
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which  was  given  to  the  ituciy  of  the 
laws.  “  In  the  houfe  of  mvmalher,” 
he  fays,  44  are  feveral  learned  men, 
44  famous  for  their  knowledge  of  law 
u  and  politics,  who  fpend  the  hours 
“  between  prayers  and  dinner,  in 
“  lecturing,  disputing,  and  debating 
44  caufes.  To  us  all  the  knotty 
44  queftions  of  the  kingdom  are 
44  referred,  which  are  produced  in 
44  the  common  hall,  and  each  one 
“  in  his  order,  having  firft  prepared 
44  himfelf,  declares,  with  all  the 
44  eloquence  and  acutenefs  in  his 
“  power,  but  wrangling,  what  is 
M  wifeib  and  fafefi  to  be  doife.  And 
u  if  God  fuggefls  the  belt  opinion  to 

.  7  .  ..  . 
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the  ybungeft  among!!  us,  we  agree 
to  it  without  envy  or  detraflion.” 

44  On  arithmetic,  geometry,  aftro- 
nomy$  aftrology,  and  medicine,  the 
Hate  of  which  was  very  iraperfeft, 
little  can  be  faid,  if  we  except  aero¬ 
logy,  of  ali  the  moft  idle  and  fal¬ 
lacious,  but  which  by  an  ignorant 
and  fuperftitious  people  would  be 
ardently  purfued.  Many  predic¬ 
tions,  from  the  face  of  the  heavens, 
are  recorded  in  the  hifforians ;  anti 
the  fcience,  though  vain  in  itfelf, 
might  help  to  difFufe  forne  knowledge 
of  the  folar  fyftem,  of  the  11  tu  at  ion 
of  the  planets,  and  their  revolutions.. 
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MISCELLANEOUS  PAPERS. 
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As  <ive  have  at  different  Times  inferted  Papers  from  //^Transactions 
of  the  Society /or  the  Encouragement  /  Arts,  Manufactures, 
arid  Commerce,  relating  to  the  Culture  of  Silk  in  England. ,  ive  fa  all,  in 
our  prefen t  Volume ,  infer t  their  lajl  Report  on  the  fuhjecl  of  that  great  Ar¬ 
ticle  of  Mi an nf  ( cl u re  and  Trade,  which  veil l  not  he  difpleafing  to  eur 
Readers . 

[From  the  Eighth  Volume  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Society.] 

u  promoting  the  growth  there  is  reafon  to  hope,  vviil  be  ac- 

j[  of  lilk-worms  and  pro-  comp] iflied,  feveral  gentlemen  in  the 
ducing  filk  in  England,  has  long  fouth-weft  parts  of  England  propof- 
been  an  objefl  of  the  Society’s  at-  ing  to  make  the  trial  on  a  large  feale. 
tention  ;  and  feveral  rewards  be-  Samples  of  the  filk,  and  fome  of  the 
flowed,  in  hopes  that,  in  time,  that  cocoons,  are  referved  in  the  Society’s 
valuable  infect  might  be  naturalized  collection  ;  and  it  appeared  in  evi- 
to  this  climate ;  and  a  new  branch  of  dence  to  the  Committee,  to  whofe 
manufacture,  and  in  confequence  a  confideration  this  bufinefs  was  re¬ 
new  employment  for  women  and  ferred,  that  filk  can  be  adyantageoufiy 
children,  found  in  this  country,  produced  in  England :  and  it  was 
From  the  papers  of  Mrs.  Williams,  the  opinion  of  the  claimant  this  year 
Mifs  Rhodes,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  (Mr.  Salvatore  Bertezen),  that  this 
Swayne,  printed  in  the  preceding  climate  is  better  adapted  to  the  breed- 
volumes  of  thefe  Tranfadtions,  little  ing  filk-worms  4:han  Italy  itfelf;  for 
doubts  remained  of  the  pra&icability  he  believes  the  great  heats  of  Italy 
of  breeding  and  rearing  thefe  infedls  are  much  more  detrimental  to  the 
in  England.  And  this  year  inch  in-  worms  than  any  fogs  or  moiflure  of 
difputable  proofs  wrere  given  to  the  this  country.  The  five  pounds  of 
Society,  by  the  production  of  five  filk,  which  was  the  quantity  required 
pounds  weight  of  excellent  filk,  and  a  ..to  be  produced,  was  obtained  from 
number  of  cocoons,  (which,  in  the  twelve  thoufand  worms;  and  each 
judgment  of  every  one  who  has  ex-  thread,  when  wound,  confijfted  of 
amined  them,  are  in  general  larger,  feven  or  nine  fibres.  Many  certifi- 
heavier,  and  of  a  fuperior  quality  to  cates  having  been  produced,  corro* 
any  feen  before,  and  the  filk  as  good  borating  the  above,  the  gold  medal 
as. can  be  produced  in  any  country  was  adjudged  to  Mr.  Salvatore  Ber- 
whatever),  that  it  fhould  now  feem  tezen,  for  filk  produced  in  England, 
nothing  is  wanting  to  the  efiablifh-  u  Mr.  Bertezen,  at  the  time  of 
ment  of  this  long  wifhed  for  bufinefs,  rearing  thefe  worms,  lived  in  Ken- 
blit  the  planting  mulberry-trees  for  nmgton-lane,  Surrey,  where  the  filk 
the  food  of  the  worms ;  and  this,  was  wound  oik 
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PAPERS  relating  to  the  CULTIVATION  of  TURKEY  RHUBARB 

[From  the  fame  Work.} 

Letters  from  Mr.  John  Ball,  of  Wiliiton,  to  Mr.  More. 


“Sir, 

Received  your  former  letters, 
with  the  gold  medal,  and  the 
Society’s  feventh  volume  of  their 
Tranfa&ions  ;  for  which  I  fincerely 
thank  them.  I  deferred  anfvvering, 
in  hopes  I  fhoukl  have  been  able  to 
have  lent  you  a  fampie  of  fome 
rhubarb ;  but  the  aim  off  continual 
rains  have  prevented  me  from  taking 
them  up  ;  which  has  determined  me 
on  making  an  artificial  heat :  and  to 
have  all  the  effect  of  the  fun,  I  am 
now  building  a  houfe,  in  the  form 
of  a  hot-houfe,  as  I  am  fatisfied  that 
without  the  benefit  of  the  fun  we 
cannot  dry  it  to  perfection;  for  the 
rhubarb  which  I  have  already  dried, 
has  been  on  a  malt-kiln,  keeping  up 
the  thermometer  to  So  :  but  this  did 
not  anfvver  my  expectations,  as  I 
could  not  make  it  appear  fo  fine  to 
the  eve  as  I  could  with.  Six  years 

J  ¥ 

fi  nee,  I  dried  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  pounds  in  this  manner  ; 
eighty  pounds  of  which  I  fold  to  a 
dfuggift  in  Briffol  for  fix  findings 
per  pound,  and  have  ufed  no  other 
fort  of  rhubarb  in  my  fhop,  and 
have  always  found  it  to  anfwer  in 
every  refpeCt.  As  foon  as  rny  houfe 
is  in  order,  I  intend  taking  up  a  few 
roots  for  trial;  and  I  will  acquaint 
the  Society  with  every  particular  of 
my  proceedings.  Bv  the  fever 3  tv  of 
the  winter,  about  fifty  of  the  four 
hundred  and  thirty  plants  which  1 
planted  fail  year,  and  for  which  the 
Society  adjudged  me  their  gold  medal, 
died  ;  but  having  a  quantity  6f  young 
plants,  the  vacancies  were  filled  lip, 
arid  I  have  again  planted,  this  year. 


upwards  of  fix  hundred  at  fix  feet 
apart,  and  about  two  hundred  at  four 
feet  apart :  thefe  eight  hundred  I 
have  deeded  with  good  rotten  dung, 
lifted  coal-afhes,.  and  lime  which  had 
been  previoufly  Hacked,  and  mixed 
with  a  proper  quantity  of  fluff  taken 
from  a  mill-pond  ;  and,  as  the  ground 
was  very  good,  did  not  dig  any  pits, 
as  before  praCtifed,  but  had  it  plough¬ 
ed  very  deep. 

“  I  am  fatisfied  that  we  grow 
rhubarb  equal  to  Turkey,  but  as  yet 
have  not  been  able  to  cure  it  to  that 
perfection.  I  have  taken  up  roots  of 
five  years  old,  that  have  weighed  up¬ 
wards  of  feventy  pounds,  and  have 
now  many  roots  only  four  years  old,, 
which,  I  believe,  would  weigh  fixty 
pounds  (I  mean  immediately  on  their 
being  taken  out  of  the  ground)  ;  anc£ 
the  feed-ftalks  nine  feet  high.  If  you5 
think  fome  feeds  would  be  acceptable- 
to  the  Society,  I  will  with  pleafure 
fend  them.  I  have  planted  rhubarb 
thefe  feveral  years-;  and  obfervirig 
how  they  mcreafe,  after  they  become- 
three  vears  old,  I  intend  letting  fome- 
of  them  remain  in  the  ground  tlx  or 
feven  years,  and  am  of  opinion  it 
will  be  of  a  finer  quality.  I  lliall 
take  your  advice  of  planting  fome 
plants  among  the  woods ;  and  you- 
are  certainly  right,  refpetHng  the 
bark,  as  1  have  ufed  it  for  feveral 
years  pafl  for  tinClures,  and  find  it 
full  as  good,  in  every  refpecl,  as  the- 
heft  part  of  the  root. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  humble  fervant, 

J  O  H;\  B  VLL. 
IF  Jilt  Q7t}  Schtr,  a  4,  1 789- 

Sr  b. 


[144-5  METHOD  of  cultivating  RHUBARB  from  SEED. 


“•Sir, 

“  Your  letter  of  December  zd 
I  received,  and  according  to  pro- 
mife  have  lent  the  Society  for 
the  Encouragement  of  Arts,  Manu¬ 
factures,  and  Commerce,  fame  Rhu¬ 
barb  feeds,  and  three  different  forts 
of  tinctures  and  powders,  and  a  frnail 
quantity  of  R  id' x  and  C  r  ex  Rha - 
barhttri ,  which  I  beg  the  honour  of 
their  acceptance.  I  fhould  have  an- 
fwered  your  favour  before,  but  wait- 
ed  in  hopes  I  fhould  hive  bCen  able 
to  have  lent  the  Society  force  large 
roots  :  but  the  continual  rains  have 
prevented  its  drying ;  and  the  houfe, 
which  in  my  bit  I  told  you  I  was 
building,  was  fo  damp  that  I  could 
not  place  it  therein  ;  and  have  now 
got  it  before  a  Ere,  the  malt-kiln  be¬ 


ing  in  ufe,  which  I  heretofore  dried 
it  on. 

“  I  have  now  only  taken  up  eight 
roots,  which  were  fown  about  five 
years  fjnce  in  a  border  before  my 
houfe,  of  twenty  feet  by  three,  as  a 
nurfery-bed  :  but  the  roots  profper- 
ed  fo  well,  that  I  let  eight  of  them 
remain ;  and  notwithftandmg  they 
were  fo  near  each  other,  and  on  a 
very  thin  foil,  they  weighed  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  fixty  pounds  when  taken 
up.  This  year  I  fhall  take  up  about 
forty,  and,  if  agreeable,  will  fend  up 
one  whole  root. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  moil  obedient  fervant, 
John  Ball.” 
IFilliton ,  Jan.  4,  1790. 


METHOD  of  cultivating  RHUBARB  from  SEED,  in  a  Letter  from 
Mr.  William  Hayward,  Apothecary,  of  Banbury,  to  Mr.  More. 

[From  the  fame  Work.] 


u  y  Have  ufually  fown  the  feed 
about  the  beginning  of  Feb¬ 
ruary,  on  a  bed  of  good  foil  (if  ra¬ 
ther  fandv  the  better),  expofed  to  an 
call  or  weft  afpedt,  in  preference  to 
the  fouth ;  obferving  a  full  fun  to 
be  prejudicial  to  the  vegetation  of 
the  feeds  and  to  the  plants  whiift 
young. 

44  The  feeds  are  heft  fown  mode¬ 
rately  thick  ( broad-cad: ),  treading 
them  regularly  in,  as  is  ufual  with 
parfneps  and  other  light  feeds,  and 
then  raking  the  ground  fmooth.  I 
have  fometimes,  when  the  fealon  has 
been  wet,  made  a  bed  for  fowin^  the 
rhubarb  feeds  upon,  about  two  feet 
thick, -  with  new  dung  from  the 
ftabie,  covering  it  near  one  foot 
tlpck  with  good  foil  The  intent  of 


this  bed  is  not  for  the  fake  of  warmth, 
but  foiely  to  prevent  the  riling  of 
earth-worms,  which,  in  a  moift  fea¬ 
lon,  will  frequently  deftrpy  the  young 
crop. 

“  If  the  feed  is  good,  the  plants 
often  rife  too  thick ;  if  fo,  when 
they  have  attained  fix  leaves,  they 
fhould  be  taken  carefully  up  (where 
too  clofe),  leaving  the  ftanding  crop 
eight  or  ten  inches  apart :  thole  tak¬ 
en  up  may  be  planted  at  the  fame 
diftance,  in  a  frefliTpot  of  ground,  in 
order  to  furnifti  other  plantations. 
When  the  plants  in  general  arc 
grown  to  the  Me  that  cabbage-plants 
are  ufually  fet  out  for  a  ftanding 
crop,  they  are  beft  planted  where 
they  are  to  remain,  in  beds  four  feet 
wide,  one  row  along  the  middle  of 
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Vhe  bed,  leaving  two  yards  didance 
betwixt  the  plants,  allowing  an  alley 
between  the  beds  about  a  foot  wide, 
for  colnveniency  of  weeding  the 
plants. 

“  In  the  autumn,  When  the  decay¬ 
ed  leaves  are  removed,  if  the  ChoVel- 
ing  of  the  alleys  are  thrown  over  the 
crowns  of  the  plants,  it  will  be  found 
of  fervice. 

Cultivation  of  Turkey  Rhubarb  by 
off-fets. 

44  On  taking  up  feme  plants  the 
lad  fpring,  I  dipped  off  feveral  off- 
fets  from  the  heads  of  large  plants : 
thefe  I  fet  with  a  dibble  about  a  foot 
apart,  in  order,  if  I  found  them  thrive, 
to  remove  them  into  other  beds.  On 
examining  them  in  the  autumn,  I 
was  furprized  to  fee  what  progrefs 
they  had  made,  and  pleafed  to  be 
able  to  furnifh  my  beds  with  forty 
plants  in  the  moft  thriving  date. 

w  Though  this  was  my  fird  expe¬ 
riment  of  its  kind,  I  do  not  mean  to 
arrogate  the  difeovery  to  myfelf,  hav¬ 
ing  known  it  recently  tried  by  others, 
but  without  being  informed  of  their 
fuccefs.  I  have  reafon  to  think  this 
valuable  drug  will,  by  this  method,, 


be  brought  much  fooner  to  perfec¬ 
tion  than  from  feed. 

Method  of  curing  Rhubarb » 

li  The  plants  may  be  taken  up  ei¬ 
ther  early  in  the  fpring,  or  in  the 
autumn  when  the  leaves  are  decay¬ 
ed,  in  dry  weather  if  poflible,  when 
the  roots  are  to  be  cleared  from  dirt, 
(without  walking)  :  let  them  be  cut 
into  pieces,  and  with  a  fharp  knife 
freed  from  the  outer  coat,  and  ex- 
pofed  to  the  fun  and  air  for  a  few 
days,  to  render  the  outfide  a  little  dry. 

44  In  order  to  accelerate  the  curing 
of  the ‘larged  pieces,  a  hole  maybe 
fcOoped  out  with  a  penknife :  thefe 
bnd  the  fmaller  parts  are  then  to  be 
drung  on  packthread,  and  hung  up 
in  a  warm  room  (I  have  always  had 
the  conveniency  of  fuch  a  one  over 
a  bakers  oven),  where  it  is  to  re¬ 
main  till  perfectly  dry.  Each  piece 
may  be  rendered  more  lightly  by  a 
common  file,  fixing  it  in  a  fmall  vice 
during  that  operation :  afterwards 
rub  over  it  a  very  fine  powder, 
which  the  fmall  roots  furnifh  in 
beau  tiful  perfed ion,  for  this  and  every 
other  purpofe  where  Rhubarb  is  re¬ 
quired.’1 


On  the  IMPROVEMENT  of  BRITISH  WOOL 


The  Improvement  of.  the  mojl  valuable  of  our  Staple  UTanufaHureSy  that  of 
Wool ,  Is  an  Oh] 'It  of  / he  great  of  national  Importance .  The  Attention f 
therefore ,  which  has  of  late  been  paid  to  it  hy  the  Highland  Society  of 
Scot  LAf  d,  s  hyhly  meritorious ,  as  well  as  inter  efting .  And  we  arc  per - 
funded  that  ur  Readers  will  receive  with  plea fure  the  following  ExtraB 
from  the  Report  o:  them  Committee*,  to  whom  the  Subtell  o  f  Shetland 
Wool  was  referred ;  and  the  fort  Account  of  the  Step r  which  have  been  al¬ 
ready  taken  for  attaining  the  Objell  mentioned  in  the  Report * 


«  JTjp^HE  number  of  fheep  m  Shet- 
JL  land,  it  is  believed,  cannot 
be  lefs  than  100,000,  and  are  pro¬ 
bably  more.  Their  fleeces,  which, 
at  an  average,  do  not  produce  above 
a  pound  and  a  half  of  wool  each,  are 
not  worth  at  prefent  above  fix  pence 
per  pound,  or  3250I.  in  all ;  where¬ 
as  the  fineft  wool  might  fetch  at  leaf! 
five  fhillings  per  pound ;  and  con- 
fequently  the  fleeces  of  the  fame 
number  of  fheep,  if  they  yielded  no¬ 
thing  but  fine  wool,  might  be  valued 
at  32,500!.  or  ten  times  the  above 
fum.  If  the  fame  breed  were  reared 
in  the  Hebrides,  and  in  the  Orkney 
] (lands  (where  they  would  thrive 
equally  well),  wool  might  be  pro¬ 
duced  in  thofe  neglected  parts  of 
Great  Britain  to  the  value  of  per¬ 
haps  half  a  million :  in  procefs  of 
time,  alfo,  the  fame  fpecies  might  be 
extended  to  other  diftriCts  of  Great 
Britain.  Your  committee,  however, 
think  it  proper  to  remark,  that  at¬ 
tention  to  the  finenefs  of  the  wool 
mud  always  diminifh  in  proportion 
as  the  carcaf’e  becomes  valuable;  and, 
confequertly,  that  fine-wooled  fheep 
are  more  likely  to  be  preierved  in 
their  higheft  (bate  of  perfection,  in 
remote  parts  of  the  country,  than  in 
the  neigubcu;  liood  of  the  metropo¬ 


lis  At  the  fame  time,  were  the 
Spanifh  breed  of  fheep  introduced 
and  multiplied  in  this  country  (fince 
they  produce  a  fpecies  of  wool  better 
calculated  than  the  Shetland  for  fome 
manufactures,  particularly  broad 
cloth  !),  and  were  importation  of 


“  *In  Dr.Ariderfon’s  opinion,  the  north¬ 
ern  and  weftern  iflands  of  Scotland  are 
peculiarly  well  calculated  for  rearing  fine- 
wooled  fiieep  :  for,  in  the  firfl  place,  the 
climate  is  favourable  for  that  purpofe ;  in 
the  freond  place,  the  quality  of  the  wool 
would  be  the  objeCt  of  the  farmer,  as  the 
car  afe  would  be  of  lefs  value  ;  and,  in  the 
third  place,  when  a  good  breed  was  once 
obtained,  there  would  be  lefs  rilk  of  its  be¬ 
ing  debafed  by  improper  mixtures,  where 
the  fheep  were  kept  in  feparate  ifiands, 
than  where  various  breeds  were  contiguous 
to  each  other. 

“  f  The  exact  nature,  quality,  and  ufes  of 
the  Shetland  wool  have  never  been  fully 
afeertained.  It  is  certainly  preferable  to 
any  other  for  (lockings,  and  probably  for 
all  light  woollen  manufactures,  as  fhawls, 
waiflcoats,  &c.  Perhaps,  mixed  with 
Spanilh,  it  might  dfcfo  anfwer  for  broad 
cloth  •,  but  it  has  not  perhaps  ftaple  fuffi- 
cient  for  that  manufacture  of  itfelf.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  of  its  anfwerirtg  for  hats, 
a  manufacture  that  ought  to  be  encouraged 
in  the  Highlands,  and  which  even  the  wo¬ 
men  in  that  part  of  the  country  might  wear, 
wrh  advantage  to  their  looks  and  appear¬ 
ance. 
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Spaiiifh  wool  prohibited,  it  would 
foon  become  of  more  confequence  to 
attend  to  the  fleece  in  every  part  of 
the  kingdom. 

«  From  the  information  of  the 
gentlemen  above  mentioned,  it  would 
appear,  that  the  permanent  finenefs 
of  the  wool  depends  entirely  upon 
the  breed  of  fheep  3  for,  on  the  fame 
pafture,  and  in  the  very  fame  cli¬ 
mate,  fheep'  with  the  fineft  and  the 
coarfeft  wool  are  maintained  ;  info- 
much  that,  from  the  wool  of  the 
fame  flocks  fome  ftockings  worth  two 
guineas  per  pair,  and  others  worth 
lefs  than  fotir  pence,  are  produced. 

“  Your  committee  have  not  been 
able  to  colled  materials  fufficient  for 
attempting  a  long  inveftigation  into 
the  peculiar  nature  and  qualities  of 
the  Shetland  breed  of  flieep ;  but 
they  beo-  leave  briefly  to  flats  fome 

JO  •>  „ 

of  the  moft  important  particulars 
Which  have  come  to  their  know¬ 
ledge. 

“  i.  It  would  appear  that  there  are 
two  kinds  of  flieep  producing  fine 
wool  to  be  found  in  thefe  iflands : 
one,  known  by  the  name  of  the  kind¬ 
ly  flieep,  whofe  whole  body  aimofi 
is  covered  with  it ;  another,  whofe 
wool  is  fine  about  the  neck  only,  and 
other  particular  parts  of  the  body. 
The  colour  of  the  fine  wool  alfo  va¬ 
ries,  fometimes  being  of  a  pure 
white,  which  is  fuppoied  to  be  the 
fofteft  and  mofi  filky,  at  other  times 
of  a  light  grey,  fometimes  of  a  black, 
and  fometimes  ol  a  ruflet  colour. 

“  2.  The  flieep  producing  this 
wool  are  of  a  breed,  which,  for  the 
fake  of  diftindion,  might  be  called 
the  beaver  flieep  ;  for,  like  that  ani¬ 
mal,  many  of  them  have  long  hairs 
growing  amongft  the  wool,  which 
cover  and  fhelter  it ;  and  the  wool 
is  a  lpecies  of  fine  fur  refembling 
down,  which  grows  in  fome  meafure 
under  the  protection  of  the  hair  With 
which  the  animal  is  covered. 


“  Your  committee  underftand  that 
the  flieep  producing  this  fine  wool 
are  of  the  hardieft  nature  j  are  never 
houfed  nor  kept  in  any  particular 
pafture  j  and  that  in  the  winter  fea- 
fon  they  are  often  fo  pinched  fer 
food,  that  many  of  them  are  obliged 
to  feed  upon  the fea-ware  driven  upon 
the  flicre.  It  is  obferved,  however, 
that  the  healthieft  flieep  are  thefe 
which  live  conftantly  upon  the  bilk, 
and  never  touch  the  fea-ware. 

“  4.  Laftly,  It  appears  that  the 
Shetland  flieep  are  never  dipt  or 
fliorn,  but  that,  about  the  beginning 
of  June,  the  wool  is  pulled  off  (which 
is  done  without  the  fmalleft  pain  or 
injury  to  the  animal),  leaving  the 
long  hairs  already  mentioned,  which 
flicker  the  young  wool,  and  contri¬ 
bute  to  keep  the  animal  warm  and 
comfortable,  at  a  feafon  of  the  year 
when  cold  and  piercing  winds  may 
occafionally  be  expeded  in  fo  nor¬ 
thern  a  latitude  *. 

“  Your  committee  have  the  fatis- 
fadion  of  adding,  that  they  have  rea- 
fon  to  believe  that  fome  remains  of 
the  fame  breed  of  flieep  may  ftill  he 
found  in  the  weftern  iflands,  and 
perhaps  in  fome  of  the  remote!!  parts 
of  the  Highlands,  where  the  native 
race  of  the  mountains  have  not  been 
contaminated  by  a  connection  and 
intercourfe  with  animals  of  an  im 
ferior  lpecies  in  regard  to  the  quality 
of  their  wool,  and  valuable,  princi¬ 
pally  for  their  carcafe. 

“  Your  committee  will  now  pro¬ 
ceed  to  ftate  fome  circumftances* 
which  feem  to  render  an  immediate 
attention  to  this  fubjed  abfolutely 
neceflary. 

“  1.  The  proprietors  of  the  Shet¬ 
land  iflands  have  fo  much  bent  their 
attention  to  fifhing,  as  in  a  great 

“  *  It  is  faid  that  thefe  long  hairs  come 
off  later  in  the  feafoa,  towards  the  end  of 
September. 
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Speafure  to  negleCt  other  occupations. 
Ko  pains  therefore  have  been  taken 
to  keep  up  this  valuable  breed,  or  to 
preferve  it  from  degenerating.  At 
prefent  the  different  kinds  of  fheep 
are  fo  mingled  together  in  aim  oft 
every  part  of  the  Shetland  fflands, 
that  in  a  very  mort  fpace  of  time  the 
fin  eft  race  might  become  totally  ex- 
t'inCt,  unlefs  the  opportunity  which 
now  fortunately  prefents  itfelf  is 
feized. 

44  Indeed,  both  in  Shetland,  and 
In  every  part  of  the.  country,  it  ought 
to  be  inculcated  as  much  as  poflible, 
that,  by  proper  attention,  the  beft 
fort  of  every  Species  of  animal  may 
be  obtained.  It  is  well  known  to 
what  perfection  particular  kinds  of 
fheep  and  cattle*  which  in  their 
judgment  were  preferable  to  every 
other,  have  been  brought  by  Meftrs. 
Bakewell  and  Culley.  In  Galloway, 
polled  cattle  prevail,  to  the  exchiuon 
of  other  breeds,  becaufe  in  that  coun¬ 
try  there  is  a  ftrong  prediledtion  in 
their  favour.  By  attention,  Mr. 
Farquharfoii  of  Invercauld,  in  the 
very  heights  of  Aberdeenfhire,  has 
obtained,  without  any  foreign  alftft- 
anee,  a  breed  of  cattle,,  producing 
the  richeft  milk  of  any  in  Great  Bri¬ 
tain;  and  if  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Shetland,  of  the  Orkney,  and  of  the 
weftern  i Hands,  will  make  a  point  of 
it,  there  is  no  doubt,  that  by  breed¬ 
ing  always  from  the  beft  rams  and 
ewes,  and  gradually  extirpating  the 
Inferior  fpecies,  the  beft  breed  of 
Shetland  ftieep  may  be  multiplied 
with  amazing  rapidity.  The  expe¬ 
riments  made  by  M.  Le  Blanc,  and 
the  celerity  and  fuccefs  with  which 
he  has  propagated  .the  S'paniih  breed 
of  ftieep  in  France,  fully  juftify  this 
foie  rti  on. 

«  In  Shetland,  as  in  other  places, 
improvements  are  attempted  with 
ftie  beft  intentions,  which  often  turn 
mt  to  be  the  reverie*  Thus,  with  a 


view  of  mending  the  Shetland  breed/ 
fome  ftieep  from  the  fouthern  parts 
of  Scotland  were  lately  brought  to 
thole  1  (lands.  From  fuch  an  hupor  • 
tot  ion,  the  fociety  will  eafily  perceive 
that  no  improvement  in  regard  to 
the  fmtrrefs  of  the  wool  could  be  ex¬ 
pected.  Unfortunately,  alfo,  the 
ftieep  thus  imported  were  difeafed, 
and  have  introduced  into  the  Shet¬ 
land  iftands  a  diftemper  among  their 
docks,  by  which  many  have  already 
perifhed,  and  which  may  prove  de- 
ftruCtive  to  many  more :  nor  is  it 
poflible  to  fay  to  what  dreadful  ex¬ 
tent  its- ravages  may  vet  be  carried. 

44  3.-  There  is  reafon  to  fuppofe 
that  the  moll  is  not  made  of  the  fine 
wool  now  produced  in-  Shetland  ;  for 
though  fome  high-priced  {lockings' 
from  that  country  are  fold,  vet  the 
price  of  the  wool  is  in  general  very 
low  (at  an  average  not  exceeding 
ftxpence  per  pound) ;  and  it  is  be¬ 
lieved,  that  from  inattention,  or  from 
ignorance  of  the  art  of  forting  the 
fleece,  much  fine  wool  is  thrower 
away,  and  loft  among  the  coarfe 
wool,  made  into  (lockings  of  from- 
3d.  to  3s.  per  pair. 

44  As  a  proof  how  little  the  real 
value  of  the  Shetland  wool  is  known 
in  that  country,  your  committee 
thought  it  advifable  to  have  the  fol¬ 
lowing  experiment  tried.  They  di- 
redted  fome  of  the  coarfe  Shetland 
(lockings,  fold  at  Edinburgh  for 
about  $d.  per  pair,  to  be  purchafed 
and  decompofed,  or  reduced  again  to 
wool.  The  wool,  after  being  card¬ 
ed,  was  delivered  to  Mr.  Izet  the 
the  hatter,  who  very  obligingly  a- 
greed  to  try  how  far  it  might  anfwer 
for  the  manufacture  of  hats,  both  by 
itfelf,  and  with  a  mixture  of  other 
wool.  The  ftrength  of  the  wool,  it 
is  evident,  muft  have  been  much  in¬ 
jured  by  being  fpun  and  knit,  and 
afterwards  lintwifted  and  decompoft 
ed ;  yet  the  wool  was  found  capable 
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of  being  made  into  hats,  and  there  is 
teafon  to  believe  that  the  raw  ma¬ 
terial  was  more  valuable  than  -the 
blockings  when  manufactured. 

“  Laftly/the  committee  are  de¬ 
cidedly  of  opinion,  that  the  fined: 
breed  of  Shetland  fheep  might  be 
e  xtended  to  the  other  i  hands  of  Scot¬ 
land,  and  in  procefs  of  time  to  other 
didridts  of  Great  Britain.” 

Account  of  what  has  been  (hone  from 
t'rc  beginning  of  f u -vc,  'nvlcn  the 
Enquiry  was  originally  f  'iygefef 
10  the  middle  of  Augujf  1 79°* 

«  Directions  were  given  for  pur- 
chafing  fome  of  the  fined  wooded 
fheep,  and  fpecimens  of  the  fined 
wool  that  could  be  procured  in'  Shet¬ 
land,  and  for  transporting  the  fame 
to  Leith  by  the  find  opportunity. 

“  Mr.  Macdonald’ of  Clanronald, 
the  proprietor  of  feveral  idands  upon 
the  wedern  coad  of  Scotland,  no 
fooner  heard  of  the  deliberations  of 
the  Society  upon-this  fnbjeCt,  than  he 
made  an  offer  to  appropriate  fome 
of  the  fmaller  ides  belonging  to  him, 
for  the  purpofe  of  enabling  the  fo- 
cietv  to  make  fuch  experiments  for 
improving  the  quality  oi  wool,  as 
they  fliou Id  judge  proper. 

u  In  the  abfence  of  the  duke  of 
Argvle,  who  had  not  then  returned 
from  Italy,  Mr.  James  Furrier,  his 
agent  at  Edinburgh,  made  a  fimiiar 
offer  on  the  part  of  his  grace ;  as 
.did  Mr.  Ifaac  Grant,  in  the  name  of 
Mr.  Campbell  of  Shawfield,  the  pro¬ 
prietor  of  the  extenfive  ifiand  of  Iilav, 
and  its  dependencies. 

“  Mr.  Campbell  having  been  in¬ 
formed  of  the  poifibi.il ty  of  getting 
fome  of  the  bed  breed  of  Shetland 
fheep,  by  the  abidance  of  the  gentle¬ 
men  who  were  examined  before  the 
committee,  requeded  Dr.  Anderfon 
to  endeavour  to  procure  for  him,  by 
their  means,  fuch  a  number  of  the 
very  bed  fort  of  thefe  llieep,  as  might 


be  proper  for  trying  a  fair  experi¬ 
ment,  how  far  they  would  anfwer  in 
the  wedern  idands.  A  Lore  of  ewes, 
and  five  or  fix  rams,  were  according¬ 
ly  ordered,  and  an  idand  is  appro¬ 
priated  for  their  reception.  Mr. 
Campbell  has,  at  the  fame  time,  giv¬ 
en  directions  for  feleCting  fome  of  the 
fined  wooded  dieep  in  the  Hebrides, 
for  the  purpofe  of  making  a  corn- 
par  ifon  between  the  two  breeds  j  and 
in  order  .that  the  effect  of  a  crofis 
breed  between  them  may  be  tried  *. 

“  In  confequence  of  the  attention 
paid  to  this  fubject  by  the  Highland 
Tociety,  the  different  proprietors  in 
the  northern  and  wedern  idands, 
who  have  had  an  opportunity  of  com¬ 
municating  their  fentiments  to  the 
committee,  have  exprelfed  the  great- 
ed  zeal  and  eagernefs  for  promoting 
the  meafures  recommended  in  the 
report.  It  is  certain  that  they  are 
more  deeply  infeerefted  in  their  fuc- 
cefs,  than  any  other  fet  of  men,  as 
there  are  no  means  by  which  the  va¬ 
lue  of  their  property  can  be  fo  rapid¬ 
ly  increafed,  fine  wool  being  an  ar- 
tide  of  much  furer  fale,  of  much 
greater  importance,  and  much  more 
eadly  tranfported,  than  the  droves  of 
black  cattle  on  which  they  now  prin¬ 
cipally  depend.  At  the  fame  time  it 
may  be  remarked,  that  there  is  no 
individual  who  ought  not  to  feel  an 
filtered  in  thefe  inqui  ries.  It  is  only 
by  bringing  to  the  greeted  pollible 
behoof  the  natural  advantages  of  a 
country,  that  a  nation  can  profpeiy 
A  truly  zealous  and  public  fpirited 


*  Among  fl:  other  exertions,  tending-  to 
the  improvement  of  wool  in  thefekingfloms, 
though  unconnected  with  themeaforeshere 
propefed,  it  dderves  to  be  mentioned,  that 
colonel  hVuiliarton  of  Fullarton,  has  lately 
imported  into  Britain  fome  of  the  Colchis 
breed  of  iheep,  whofe  golden  fleeces  are  fo 
much  famed  in  ancient  flory  ;  and  that, 
fome  fheep  of  the  Thibet  breed,  alio,  are 
likely  foon  to  vifit  Scotland. 
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[i5o]  On  the  requifite  QUALIFICATIONS  of  CATTLE, 


citizen,  therefore,  aboye  narrow  or 
local  prejudices,  will  feel  as  ardent  a 
defire  to  promote  the  improvement 


of  the  moft  diflan t  part  of  the  king* 
dom,  as  of  the  di Uriels  with  which 
he  is  more  immediately  connedted.” 


On  the  REQUISITE  QUALIFICATIONS  of  CATTLE,  with  HINTS 

for  their  IMPROVEMENT. 

[From  the  Firfl  Volume  of  Vfr.  Marshall’s  Rural  Economy  of 

the  Midland  C o u n t i t s . ] 


“  N  all  foils,  and  in  every  fitua- 
J  ticn,  mountains  and  fens  ex¬ 
cepted  j  cattle  are  requifite  in  their 
three  capacities  of 
Dairy  flock 
Beafis  of  draft,  and 
Grazing  flock. 

“  On  all  foils,  and  in  every  fitua- 
tion,  milk  is  a  neceffary  of  life. 

“  On  all  foils,  and  in  eyery  fitua¬ 
tion,  beef  is  an  article  of  human 
food. 

“  On  all  foils,  and  in  every  fitua- 
tiqn,  fens  and  mountains  excepted, 
beafis  of  draft  are  neceffary. 

“In  every  culturable'  fituation, 
the  three  are  requifite  :  and  they  are 
the  principal  requifit.es  of  cattle,  in 
every  fituation. 

“  Hence,  the  requifite  qualifica¬ 
tions  of  cattle  are  the  fame,  in  every 
culturable  fituation. 

“  The  e  qualifications  form  an 
interefling  fubjefl  of  enquiry. 

“  Draft  requires  a  cleannefs  of 
limb  ;  a  depth  of  carcafe  ;  a  thriving 
conititution  ;  and  a  head  unen¬ 
cumbered  with  horns. 

u  Milk  the  fame  :  carcafe  is  re- 
q  Elite  •  and  horns  not  only  ufeleis 
bat  dangerous. 

u  Beer  the  fame  ;  except  a  depth 
of  carcafe ;  and  whether,  in  the 
prefen t  Hate  ojffociety  in  this  country, 
a  iightnefs  of  fore  quarters  is,  or  is 
n  >t,  eligible,  appears  to  be  a  matter 
or  doubt. 


u  Upon  the  whole,  I  think,  we 
may  fafely  conclude,  that  all  cattle 
ought  to  have  the  fame  points  :  the 
only  poffible  difference,  requifite, 
being  that  of  fize  :  and  this,  foil  and 
climature  would  give  in  a  great  de~ 
gree. 

“  In  a  lightfoiled  upland  fituation, 
the  fame  breed  of  cattle,  which,  on 
a  deep  ftrong  foil,  and  genial  clima¬ 
ture,  were  luflv  and  powerful  in 
frame,  would  become  comparatively 
light  and  a <51  iye.  But  whether  we 
confider  cattle  as  beafis  of  draft,  or 
as  grazing  or  dairy  flock,  this  change 
would  be  moil  delirable. 

“  It  is  not  ray  intention  to  recom¬ 
mend,  to  breeders  in  general,  the 
adoption  of  one  uni  venal  breed  of 
cattle  ;  but  to  fliow  that  no  incon- 
veniency,  whatever,  would  arife  to 
the  -  community,  were  the,  various 
breeds  of  this  kingdom,  at  leaf!,  re¬ 
duced  to  one.  Nor,  after  the  change 
were  effected,  would  there,  1  appre¬ 
hend,  any  mcppvenjency  accrue  to 
individuals. 

u  At  prefect,  however,  we  have 
feveral  valuable  breeds  of  cattle,  in 
the  ifland  :  and,  in  the  diftridts  in 
which  tliefe  fuperior  breeds  are  efia- 
blifhed,  it  would,  I  am  clearly  o£ 
opinion,  be  more  eligible  to  improve 
the  eftabiilhed  breeds,  than  to  intro¬ 
duce  new  ones. 

“  Neverthelefs,  there  are  other 
diftridts  cf  the  ifland,  whole  prefect 

breeds 
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With  HINTS  for  their 

breeds  of  cattle  are  incapable  of  being 
rendered,  in  any  moderate  length  of 
time,  fit  for  the  three  grand  purpofes 
of  cattle. 

“  In  thefe  diftrifts,  therefore,  a 
frefii  breed  is  requifite  ;  and  it  cer¬ 
tainly  behoves  the  owners  and  occu¬ 
piers  of  them  to  introduce  the  in  oft 
perfect  breed  the  iiland  at  prefent 
affords,  or  to  raife  a  frefii  variety, 
and  reach  ftill  nearer  perfeflion 

u  To  afcertain  the  perfection  of 
cattle,  in  their  joint  and  feveral 
capacities  of  beaffs  of  draft,  dairy, 
and  grazing  ftock,  is  a  matter  of  the 
fir  ft  importance  in  rural'  affairs. 
But  the  fubjeCt  having  never,  per¬ 
haps,  been  agitated,  no  man  may, 
at  prefent,  be  equal  to  it  :  it  is, 
however,  a  fubjeCt  to  which  I  have 
paid  more  than  common  attention  ; 
and  I  will  here  fet  down  what  I  con¬ 
ceive,  at  prefent,  to  be  the  moft 
defirable  qualities  of  cattle,  viewed 
generally,  in  their  three  capacities. 
The  lketch  may,  at  leaft,  throw  fome 
light  upon  the  fubjedt ;  and  may  be 
ferviceable  to  thofe,  who  fliall  have 
occafion  to  think  upon  it,  in  practice. 

“  The  head  final  1  and  clean,  to 
lefien  the  quantity  of  offal,  and  to 
give  a  livelinefs  of  difpofition  ;  and 
hornlefs,  for  conveniency  in  draft, 
and  for  general  fafety  ;  with  the  nof- 
trils  wide,  for  eafe  in  work  ;  and 
the  eye  bright  and  placid,  and 
docility,  in  the  fame  intention. 

/j  '  #  '  9 

“  T  he  neck  thin  and  clean,  to  give 
lightnels  to  the  forend,  as  well  as  to 
leffen  the  collar,  and  make  it  fit 
clofe  and  eafv  to  the,  animal  in 
work. 

“  The  carcafe  large  :  and  cheft 
deep,  and  the  bofiom  broad,  with 
the  ribs  ftandiny  out  lull  from  the 
fpine  ;  to  give  ftrength  of  frame  and 
conftitution,  and  to  admit  of  the  in- 
teftines  being  lodged  within  the  ribs; 
thereby  givingr  freedom  to  aCtivitv, 
and  beauty  to  the  genercd  form. 


IMPROVEMENT.  [.51] 

“  The  fiioulders  light  of  bone, 
and  rounded  off  at  the  lower  point, 
that  the  collar  may  lie  ealy  ;  but 
broad,  to  give  ftrength  :  and  well 
covered  with  flefii,  for  the  greater 
eafe  of  draft ;  as  well  as  to  furmfli  a 
defired  point  of  fatting  cattle. 

u  The  back,  throughout,  wide 
and  level,  as  a  receptacle  of  beef ; 
the  fpine  being  ftraight  from  the 
withers  to  the  tail,  to  pleafe  the  eye* 
and  perhaps  to  give  a  due  proportion 
and  arrangement  of  parts. 

“  The  quarters  Jong,  lying  up 
high,  and  handing  wide  at  the  nache, 
to  give  fize  to  the  prime  joints,  and 
fymmetry  to  the  form. 

a  The  thighs  thin,  and  handing 
narrow  at  the  roundbone,  to  give 
fafety  to  tire  dam,  and  activity  to  her 
produce  ;  and,  perhaps,  for  various 
other  reafons. 

“  The  udder  large  when  full,  but 
loofe  and  thin  when  empty,  that  it 
may  contain  the  greater  quantity  of 
milk  ;  with  large  “  dug  veins”  to 
fill  it  ;  and  with  long  elaftic  teats, 
for  the  greater  eafe  in  drawing-  it 
off. 

“  The  legs  (below  the  knee  and 
hock)  ftraight,  and  of  a  middle 
length  ;  their  bone,  in  general,  light 
and  clean  from  fleftiinefs,  to  lefien 
the  quantity  of  offal ;  but  with  the 
joints  and  finews  of  a  moderate 
fize,  for  the  purpofes  of  ftrength  and 
aftivity. 

“  The  fiefti  mellow,  in  the  fta te 
of  fleftiinefs,  and  firm,  in  the  ftate 
of  fat  nets  ;  thefe  being,  I  apprehend, 
the  beft  criterion's  of  the  flefh  of 
cattle  :  the  back  and  fides  being 
covered,  in  either  ftate,  as  evenly  as 
the.carcafe  of  this  fpecies  of  animal 
is  capable  of  being  covered,  to  give 
as  even  a  diftribution  as  pofiible,  of 
flefii  and  fat  ;  with  a  proportional 
quantity  of  the  latter,  on  the  infide, 
to  enable  men  to  gratify  their  fight, 
while  they  are  gratifying  their  appe- 
K  4  lues, 
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tires,  with  that  laid  on  without,  and 
perhaps,  to  endeavour  to  leflfen  the 
prefent  import  of  foreign  tallow,— 
apparently,  enormous  and  inordi¬ 
nate. 

u  The  hide  mellow,  and  of  a 
middle  thicknefs  ;  this  appearing  to 
be,  on  the  whole,  the  bell :  but  the 
proper  thicknefs  af  the  hide  is,  per- 
iiaps,  lelk  underftood  than  any  other 
property  belonging  to  cattle.  Breed¬ 
ers,  dairymen,  arable  farmers,  and 
graziers,  differ  much  in  their  opi¬ 
nions  reft  effing  it ;  and  the  leather- 
feller,  perhaps,  lias  not  vet  been 
confuted. 

“  The  colour, — any  which  can  be 
joined  with  the  foregoing  qualifica¬ 
tions  ;  it  being,  perhaps,  of  little,  if 
any  effential  import.  If  I  had  the 
choice  of  it,  it  fliould  be  white,  or 


nearly  approaching  that  colour. 

u  The  conftitution  free  from  here¬ 
ditary  diforders,  and  inheriting  the 
property  of  liardinefs,  whether  by 
this  term  be  underftood,  a  fuperior 
faculty  of  bearing  hard  weather, 
hard  fare,  or  hard  work  ;  as  well  as 
that  of  milking  well  on  good  keep, 
while  milk  is  drawn,  and  of  fatting 
quickly,  and  at  an  early  age,  when 
milk  is  not  required. 

u  There  are  feveral  breeds  of  cattle 
in  the  ifland,  which  come  fo  near 


this  deferiptiqn,  that,  with  attention 
and  perfeverance,  they  might,  in  no 
great  length  of  time,  be  brought  per¬ 
haps  fufficiently  nearly  perfection  ; 
e  xcept  with  refpeCl  to  horns. 

“  Thefe  are  the  breeds  of  Here- 
fordfhire,  Gioucefterfhire,  and  South 
Wales,  middle-horned  breeds  ;  the 
ftrort  and  middiehorned  breeds  of 
Yorkftftre  j  the  Suffex,  a  middle- 
horned  breed  ;  with  thofe  of  I)evon-r 
ftdre  and  Somerfqtfhire,  of  the  mid¬ 
dle  caft  of  horn,  but  fomewhat  long. 

“  In  yoke,  in  which  the  breeds 
•>  '  „ 

qpre  enumerated  are  It  ill  chiefly 


worked,  horns  are  in  a  degree  necef  * 

fary. 

“  But,  in  harnefs,  in  which  cattle 
in  every  quarter  of  the  kingdom  are 
now  beginning  to  be  worked,  and  in 
which,  only,  they  are  equal  to  every 
department  of  bulb  an  dry,  even  the 
middle  horns  are  extremely  incon¬ 
venient,  and  in  a  degree  dangerous 
(I  fpeak  from  fufficient experience), 
and  have,  indifputably,  done  more 
than  any  other  circumftance,  toward 
preventing  cattle  from  being  ufed, 
in  common,  as  beafts  of  draft  in  huf- 
banclrv. 

u  Wherever  the  long  horn  pre¬ 
vails,  as  it  does  on  a  very  conftder- 
able  part  of  the  beft  lands  of  this 
kingdom,  cattle  may  befaid  to  be  in- 
capacited  as  beafts  of  draft ;  and,  if 
no  expedient  can  be  hit  upon  to  pre¬ 
vent  or  check  its  growth,  it  becomes 
indifputably  neceftary,  to  the  per¬ 
fection  of  Englifh  agriculture,  to  ex¬ 
tirpate  the  long  horned  breed  of 
cattle. 

u  Wherever  the  breed  requires  to 
be  changed,  whether  from  the  long 
horned,  or  ary  other  imperfeCt  breed, 
common  pntdence  dictates,  that  the. 
moft  perfect  breed  ought  to  be  intro¬ 
duced  :  and  of  rourfe,  in  my  idea,  a 
hornlefs  breed,  of  the  foregoing  de- 
feription. 

Korns,  it  is  true,  ace  natural  to 
cattle,:  the  buffalo,  in  a  ftate  of  na¬ 
ture,  requires  them:  they  are  I11S 
only  defence.  But,  in  a  ftate  of  cul¬ 
tivation,  horns  are  as  ufelefs  to  cattle, 
as  they  would  be  to  hones  ;  and  who, 
of  two  breeds  of  horfes,  one  with 
horns,  the  ether  without  filch  an  in¬ 
cumbrance,  would  chafe  the  horned 
breed?  What  farmer,  with  his  wits 
about  him,  would  work  a  long  horn¬ 
ed  horfe  ?  a  herfe  with  large  heavy 
horns,  a  yard  or  more  long,  hanging 
dow  n  below  his  mouth,  fo  as  to  pre¬ 
vent  his  joining  either  at  the  rack  or 

manger, 
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manger,  or  Banding  out  from  his 
head,  fo  as  to  prevent  his  keeper’s 
coming  within  reach  of  it  with  fafe- 
tv  ?  while  there  were  others,  without 
this  incumbrance,  to  be  had  at  the 
fame  eoB  ? 

“  Horns  are  natural  to  Bleep  ;  but 
although  they  are  not  materially  in¬ 
jurious  in  a  Bate  of  cultivation,  our 
anceBors  have  thought  fit  to  eflablifli 
breeds  of  fiieep  without  them  ;  and 


no  inconveniency  whatever  appears 
to  arife  from  the  change. 

“  The  prafticableneisof  producing 
cattle  without  horns  is  out  of  difpute  : 
there  are  already,  in  this  iiland,  three 
or  four  diBinfl  breeds  of  hornlefs 
cattle  ;  or  rather  breeds  of  cattle - 
many 'individuals  of  which  are  horn¬ 
lefs,  from  which,  properly  chofen,  a 
breed  free  from  horns  might,  no 
doubt,  be  produced.” 


MINUTES  RELATING  to  the  PROPER  AGE  of  FELLING 

TIMBER. 


[From  the  Second  Volume  of  the  fame  Work.] 


December  1789. 

HESE  calculations,  and  in¬ 
ferences,'  are  not  intend¬ 
ed  to  ex.cite  a  fpirit  of  felling 
timber,  prematurely  ;  a  fpirit  which 
is  already  too  prevalent  ;  but  to  en¬ 
deavour  to  afcertain  the  proper  age 
of  felling;  it  being  an  incontroverti¬ 
ble  faff  that,  in  point  of  economy, 
the  crime  of  fuffering  timber  to  Band 
too  long  is  infinitely  greater,  than 
that  of  cutting  it  down  before  it  has 
attained  its  full  growth. 

“  in  the  former  cafe,  there  is  no 
waBe  ;  the  intereft  of  money,  and 
the  fucceeding  flioots,  or  the  ufe  of 
the  land,  Band  againB  the  lofs  of 
growth  of  timber.  But,  in  the 

o  nr 

latter,  the  principal,  intereB,  after- 
fhoot,  and  ufe  of  the  land  are  all 
thrown  away ;  fo  that  the  com¬ 
munity,  as  well  as  the  proprietor, 
are  Infers  by  the  management.  In 
the  former  cafe,  cutting  part  before 
it  be  fit,  may  fave  other  trees  which 
are  more  fully  grown  ;  but,  in  the 
latter,  the  whole  is  loB. 

“  There  are  men  who  fay'  that 

■  j 

$ruth  ought  not  to  be  fpoken  at  all 


times  while  others  a  Bert,  and  I 
apprehend  with  more  truth  on  their 
fide,  that  “  fails  are  always  valu- 
“  able.”  For  although  a  few  men 

O 

may  make  a  bad  ufe  of  them  ;  men* 
in  general,  will  apply  them  to  a 
better  purpofe. 

“  With  refpeclto  fhip  timber,  the 
only  article  by  which  the  community- 
can  probably  fuller  in  a  premature 
fall  of  timber,  it  is  of  much  too 
great  importance,  in  this  ifland,  to 
be  left  to  the  caprice  of  fentiment. 
and  the  fecretion  of  faffs ! 

u  It  avails  not  to  liurfe  up  feamen, 
unlefs  there  fhall  be  hereafter,  on  a 
certainty,  Blips  to  employ  them.  If 
the  Bate  of  the  navy  be  a  fit  fubjeff 
of  enquiry,  furely  the  Bate  of  fhip 
timber  is  of  Bill  more  radical  im¬ 
portance. 

“  But  leaving  the  prefervation  of 
Blip  timber  toi thole  whom  it  moB 
immediately  concerns,  we  will  pro¬ 
ceed  to  confider  woodlands  as  a 
fpecies  of  private  property. 

“It  does  not  follow,  that,  becaufe 
it  is  wrong  to  fuffer  timber  to  Band 
to  waBe,  it'  is  right  to  take  it  down 

before 
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before  it  be  fufficiently  grown,  for  the 
purpofe  of  fhip  building.  It  is  not 
overgrown,  but  flout  growing  tim¬ 
ber,  which  is  fit  for  that  purpofe. 

“  Timber  is  feldom  fallen  pre¬ 
maturely,  but  by  the  neceflitous ;  or 
by  thofe  who  have  only  temporary 
poffeflion  of  their  refpe&ive  eflates. 
And  what  argument  can  prevail  with 
this  clafs  of  proprietors  ? 

“  Another  clafs  (and  I  truft  by 
much  the  larged: )  is  compcfed  of 
thofe,  who,  confidering  their  tim¬ 
ber  merely  as  a  profitable  part  of  their 
feveral  eflates,  take  it  down  when¬ 
ever  it  becomes  full  grown,  and  a 
fair  opportunity  offers. 

“  A  third  clafs  of  proprietors  of 
timber  confifls  of  thofe,  who  through 
falfe  pride,  falfe  fear,  or  falfe  economy 
fuffer  their  timber  to  hand  till  it  be 
overgrown  :  and  if  I  have  any  other 
motive  for  publifhing  the  foregoing 
minutes,  on  the  ages  of  timber  trees, 
than  that  of  recording  faCts,  it  is  the 
defire  of  placing  in  its  proper  light 
the  improvident  management  of  this 
clafs  of  proprietors ;  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  to  endeavour  to  form 
juft  ideas  of  a  fubjeCt,  which  has 
not,  heretofore,  been  brought  before 
the  public  ;  but  which  is  pre-emi- 
jiently  entitled  to  a  public  difcuflion. 


“  This  fubjeift  having  been  ren¬ 
dered  in  a  confiderable  degree  fa¬ 
miliar  to  me,  by'  nine  or  ten  years 
obfervation  and  practice,  I  will  here 
fet  down  what  appears  to  me,  at 
prefent,  the  proper  ages  of  felling 
the  four  following  fpecies  of  timber  : 

Poplar,  from  thirty  to  fifty  years 
old. 

“  Elm,  from  fifty  to  a  hundred. 

“  Aih,  from  fifty  to  a  hundred. 

“  Oak,  from  one  hundred  to  two 
hundred. 

“Very  much  depends  on  fitua- 
tion  on  the  foil  and  fubfoil  iq 
which  trees  are  rooted.  On  dry 
ablorbent  foils,  the  oak  and  the  elm, 
at  leaft,  are  obferved  to  go  off  much 
fooner,  than  in  cooler  more  reten¬ 
tive  fituations. 

“  In  Merevale  wood, — a  dry  loam 
with  a  rocky  fubfoil, — we  find  the 
oak  going  fail  to  decay,  at  two 
hundred  years  old.  In  Bagot’s  park, 
a  cooler  fituation,  it  is  found,  but 
unprofitable,  at  that  age.  In  Stat- 
fold  wood,  perhaps  a  ftill  cooler, 
fpot,  it  is  found,  profitable,  and 
wearing  every  appearance  of  being 
in  a  fit  ftate  to  be  taken  down,  at 
the  age  of  a  hundred  and  fifty 
years.” 
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laneous,  oy  the  late 
OBSERVATIONS. 

“  JJ  Arrow,  in  his  Opuf  ula ,  en- 
deavours  to  mollify  the  damna¬ 
tory  claufes  in  the  Athanafian  Creed. 

J 

He  fays  that  “  they  condemn  only 


OHN  JORTIN.  D.  D.] 

thofe,  who,  againft  the  conviction 
of  their  own  confcience,  reject  the 
do&rine  of  the  Trinity  laid  down  in 
that  Creed.”— I  am  giad  to  hear  it ; 
for  no  perfon,  I  believe,  can  eafiiy 
be  guilty  of  fuch  a  fault.” 


“The 
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“  The  more  abfurd  and  incredi¬ 
ble  any  divine  myftery,  the  greater 
honour,”  fays  Bacon,  44  we  do  to 
God  in  believing  it.”  I  wonder  that 
fuch  a  .man  fhould  have  adopted  fuch 
a  dotlrine,  and  have  had  fo  little  re¬ 
gard  for  his  own  reputation  ;  for  he 
who  talks  in  this  manner  will  always 
fall  under  the  fufpicion  of  being 
either  a  true  fanatic,  or  a  difgoifed 
infidel.  As  to  Bacon’s  editor,  he 
hath  taken  fufficient  care,  both  in 
his  note  upon  this  paffage,  and  in  a 
prefece,  vol.  ii.  p.  28.;.  to  let  us  know 
that  he  himfelf  is  not  a  fanatic.  See 
Bacon's  Works,  by  Shaw.  As  to 
Bacon,  he  feems  to  have  given  way 
to  his  fancy,  and  exercifed  his  wit, 
in  drawing  uo  Chriftian  paradoxes. 
Vol.  i.  p  202.  ii.  p.  28^.” 

44  blow  little  the  duties  of  tolera¬ 
tion  and  moderation  were  under- 
flood,  either  by  papifts  or  proteftants, 
in  the  fixteenth  century,  is  evident 
from  a  letter  of  Melanchthon,  who 
yet  feems  to  have  been  a  divine  of 
much  mildnefs  and  good  nature. 
Concerning  the  burning  of  Servetus, 
he  fays  to  Bullinger,  44  Legi  quae  -  de 
Serveti  blafphemiis  refpondiftis,  et 
pietatem  ac  judicta  veftra  probo. 
Judico  etiam  Senatum  Genevenfem 
redfe  fecilfe,  quod  hominem  perti- 
nacem,  et  non  omilfurum  blaf- 
phemias  fuftulit :  Ac  miratus  fum 
efie,  qui  fever itatem  illam  impro- 
bent.” 

44  In  the  firft  proteftant  fchools 
and  univerfities  of  Germany,  moll 
of  the  fludents  were  very  poor :  they 
fupported  themfelves  by  begging 
and  finging  p fa lms  from  door  to 
door  :  they  ffudied  by  moonlight, 
for  want  of  candles ;  they  wTere  al- 
moft  ftarved  for  want  of  fire ;  and 
often  went  to  bed  with  an  empty 
ftomach  :  Yet  the  earned:  defire  of 
erudition  conquered  ail  thefe  diffi¬ 
culties,  and  they  became  private 
tutors,  fchooljnaflers,  preachers,  and 


profefiors.  Our  young  folks  now 
have  not  the  tenth  part'  of  thefe 
hardfliips  to  endure,  nor  a  tenth 
part  of  their  induftry  and  learning.” 

44  Ihavefeen  feme  divines  offended 
at  thofe  women,  who  had  their 
gloves  on  when  they  received  the 
Sacrament.  They  did  not  know,  I 
believe,  that  in  the  fixth  and  feventfi 
century,  it  was  a  law  in  fome  places, 
that  the  men  fhould  receive  the 
confecrated  bread  upon  their  bare 
hands ;  the  women,  upon  a  piece  of 
white  linen  laid  on  their  hand,  which 
was  called  a  dominical •  This  infigni- 
ficant  ceremony  was  commanded  by 
one  council,  and  condemned  by 
another.  See  Dallseus,  de  Cult .  Lot. 

P-  S73.” 

44  Doddor  B.  faid  in  a  fermon, 44  An 
hypocrite  is  like  a  reed  ;  fmooth 
without,  and  hollow  within.”  It 
was  a  tolerable  conundrum  ;  but  he 
fpoilt  all  by  adding,  44  and  tolled 
about  with  every  blaft  of  wind.”  I 
heard  the  fame  preacher  fay,  44  If 
any  one  denies  the  uninterrupted 
luccefiion  of  billiops,  I  fhall  not 
fcruple  to  call  him  a  downright 
Atheifl.”  He  might  have  faid  pawn¬ 
broker,  fmuggler,  or  pick-pocket. 
This,  when  1  was  young,  was  found, 
orthodox,  and  fafliionable  doftrine.” 

44  It  is  in  the  moral,  juft  as  it  is  in 
the  natural  world :  great  bodies 
draw  the  fm after  after  them.  Ex¬ 
ample,  cuftom,  fafhion,  rule  us.” 

44  Auguftin  fays,  44  Melius  eft  ut 

cl  J  f 

nos  reprehendant  grammatici,  quam 
ut  non  intelligant  populi.”  It  is 
not  a  bad  leftbn  for  preachers :  but 
here  is  another,  and  a  better,  from 
Quindtilian  :  44  Qui  ftultis  videri 
eruditi  volunt,  ftulti  eruditis  viden- 
tur.” 

ANECDOTES. 

44  Cardinal  Retz,  as  I  remember, 
fays,  that  going  once  with  the  pope 
to  view  a  very  fine  ftatue,  his  holi- 

nefs 
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ntfs  fixed  his  attention  entirely  upon 
the  fringe  at  the  bottom  of  the  robe ; 
from  this  the  cardinal  concluded, 
that  the  pope  was  a  poor  creature. 
The  remark  was  fhrewd.  When 
you  fee  an  ecclefi  attic  in  an  high 
flat  ion,  very  zealous,  and  very 
tmublefome  about  trifles,  expert 
from  him  nothing  great,  and  nothing 
good.” 

44  Somebody  laid  to  the  learned 
JBignon,  44  Rome  is  the  feat  of  Faith.” 
44  It  is-  true,”  replied  he  ;  44  but  this 
Faith  is  like  thofe  people,  who  are 
never  to  be  found  at  home.” 

44  One  of  Pere  Simon’s  favourite 
paradoxes,  was  his  hypothefis  of  the 
Rouleaux.  Fie  fuppofed  that  the 
-ews  wrote  their  facred  books 


upon  froall  fheefcs  of  paper,  or  fome- 
thing  that  ferved  for  paper;  and 
rolled  them  up  one  over  another, 
upon  a  flick  ;  and  that  thele  fheets, 
not  being  fattened  together,  it  came 
to  pafs,  in  procefs  of  time,  that  fome 
of  them  were  loft,  and  others  dif- 
placeeL  We  might  as  well  fuppofe, 
that  the  artitt,  who  invented  a  pair 
of  breeches,  had  not  the  wit  to  find 


fome  method  to  fatten  them  up  ; 
and  that  men,  walked,  for  feveral 
centuries,  with  their  breeches  about 
their  heels ;  till,  at  length,  a  genius 
arofe,  who  contrived  buttons  and 
button-holes.” 

44  A  lawyer  and  a  phyfician  dif- 
jmted  about  precedence,  and  appealed 
to  Diogenes.  He  gave  it  for  the 
lawyer  ;  and  fa  id,  44  Let  the  thief  co 
firft,  and  the  excutioner  follow.” 


44  D  -  fat  d  of  a  tttipid  preacher, 

who  was  forced  to  hide  for  debt, 
u  Six  days  he  is  invifible  ;  and  on 
Sundays  he  is  incomprehenfible.” 

44  Dr.  S - -  wrote  a  very  fmail 

hand,  and  crouded  a  great  deal  into 
his  pages.  He  did  it  to  lave  the  ex- 
pence  of  paper.  He  put  one  of  his 
manufcripts  into  a  friend’s  hands  to 
perufe ;  who  returned  it  to  him. 


with  this  compliment,  44  If  you 
reafp'n  as  clofelv  as  you  write,  you 
are  invincible.” 

44  Sixtus  the  Fourth,  having  a  great 
etteem  for  John  Wefiel,  of  Grgenin- 
gen,  one  of  the  mott  learned  men  of 
the  age,  fent  for  him,  and  Laid  to 
him,  Son,  alk  of  us  what  you  will; 
nothing  fhall  be  refufed/  that  ber 
comes  our  chararter  to  bettow,  and 
your  condition  to  receive.”— 44  Mott 
holy  Father,”  faid  he,  44  and  my 
generous  patron,  I  fhall  not  be 
troublefome  to  your  holinefs.  You 
know  that  I  never  fought  after  great 
tilings.  The  only  favour  I  have  to 
beg,  is,  that  you  would  give  me  out 
of  your  Vatican  Library,  a  Greek 
and  a  Hebrew  Bible.”  44  You  fhall 
have  them,”  faid  Sixtus  :  but  what 
a  fimple  man  are  you  !  Why  do  you 
notalk  a  biflioprick  Wefiel  re¬ 
plied,  44  becaufe  I  do  not  want  one !,? 
The  happier  man  was  he  :  happier 
than  they,  who  would  give  all  the 
bibles  in  the  Vatican,  if  they  had 
them  to  give,  for  a  biflioprick.” 

44  The  Cappadocians  refufed 
liberty,  when  ottered  to  them  by  the 
Romans,  and  obliged  the  Senate  to 
give  them  a  king;  faying,  as  the* 
Ifraelites  of  old  did  to  Samuel,  Nav 
but  we  will  have  a  king:  over  us. 
Such  are  the  peafants  of  Livonia  ; 
they  are  Haves  to  the  nobility,  who 
drub  them  without  mercy.  Stephen 
Batori,  king  of  Poland,  commifera- 
ting  their  wretched  ftate,  offered  to 
deliver  them  from  this  cruel  tyranny, 
and  to  change" their  baftinadees  into 
flight  fines.  The  peafants  could  not 
bear  a  propofition  tending  to  deftroy 
fo  ancient  and  venerable  a  cuftom, 
and  mott  humbly  be  fought  the  king-, 
44  that  he  would  pleafe  to  make  no 
innovations.”  See  Bibl.  Univ.  IV. 

1 6 1.” 

44  That  rhetoric,  fays  Selden,  is 
beft,  which  is  mott  feafonable  and 
catching.  We  have  an  inftance  in 

pud 
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that  old  blunt  commander  at  Cadiz, 
who  (hewed  himfelf  a  good  orator. 
Eeing  to  fay  fomething  to  his  foldiers 
(which  he  was  not  tiled  to  do)  he 
made  them  a  fpeech  to  this  purpofe  : 
“  What  a  fhame  will  it  be  to  von, 
Englilhmen,  who  feed  upon  good 
beef,  to  let  thofe  Spaniards  beat  you, 
that  live  upon  oranges  and  lemons!” 

M  A  X  I  M  S. 

u  The  man  who  is  not  intelligible 
Is  not  intelligent.  Yow  may  depend 
upon  this,  as  upon  a  rule  which  will 
never  deceive  you.” 

u  A  defire  to  fay  things  which  no 
one  ever  faid,'  makes  fome  people 
fay  things  which  no  one  ought  to 
fay.” 

“  It  mav  be  faid  as  truly  of  a  knave 

_  J  * 

as  of  an  honed;  man,  that  his  word  is 
as  good  as  his  oath 

“  It  is  obfervable  that  Pharaoh, 
tyrant  and  perfecutor  as  he  was, 
never  compelled  the  Hebrews  to  for- 
fake  the  religion  of  their  fathers,  and 
to  adopt  that  of  the  Egyptians.  Such 
improvements  in  perfecution  were 
referved  for  Chridians.” 

u  An  abfolute  prince  never  loves 
any  but  abfolute  fcoundrels.  See 
Euripides,  Ion.  627. ” 

“  Flatterers  are  as  mean  and  fordid, 
as  they  are  mifchievous  and  odious. 
To  them  might  be  applied  the 
Leviticai  law  :  every  creeping  thing 
Is  unclean,  and  fliall  be  an  abomina- 
don.” 

“  A  king  can  make  a  man  hon- 
curable  and  right  honourable  ;  but 


he  cannot  make  him  a  man  of 
honour.” 

“  When  a  man  is  railed  from 
nothing,  nothing  will  content  him.” 

“  To  talk  of  compelling  a  man  to 
be  good,  is  a  contradiction :  for 
where  there  is  force,  there  can  be  no 
choice.” 

“  Habits,  titles,  and  dignities  are, 
vifible  figns  of  invifible  merits.” 

“  The  law  of  nature,  fays  Pont-* 
ponius,  allows  of  over-reaching  in 
buying  and  felling.  Diged.  lib. 
iv.  tit.  iv.  16.  This  Pomponius 
would  have  made  a  good  father 
confelfor  to  a  tradefman.” 

44  Honed  Spizelius,  who  uied  to 
dedicate  his  works  to  the  Trinity, 
fhouid  rather  have  dedicated  them 
to  Vulcan.” 

u  Amongft  the  vanities  and  the; 
evils  which  Solomon  beheld  under 
the  fun,  and  which,  we  daily  behold, 
one  is  this  :  an  accefs  of  temporal 
fortunes,  to  the  detriment  of  the 
podeffor ;  whence  it  appears,  that 
much  profperity  is  a  dangerous 
thing,  and  that  tew  perfons  have  an 
head  drong  enough,  and  an  heart 
good  enough,  to  bear  it.” 

u  A  hidden  rife  front  a  low  Ra¬ 
tion,  as  it  fometimes  fnews  to 
advantage  the  virtuous  and  amiable 
qualities,  which  could  not  exert 
themfelves  before  ;  fo  it  more  fre¬ 
quently  calls  forth  to  view,  and  ex- 
pofes  to  open  light,  thofe  fpots  of  the 
foul,  thofe  balp  difpofitions,  and 
hateful  vices,  which  Jay  lurking  in 
ferret,  cramped  by  penury,  and 
veiled  with  diffimulationA 
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ODE  for  his  MAJESTY’S  BIRTH-DAY. 
By  the  Rev.  T.  War  ton,  B.  D.  Foet-Laureat, 


Where  from  the  rigid  roof  diftils 

Her  richeft  Rream  in  Reely  rills  ? 

What  mineral  gems  entwine  her  humid  locks  ? 

%  . 

Lo?  fparkling  high  from  potent  fpririgs, 

To  Britain’s  fons  her  cnp  Die  brings  ! 

Romantic  Matlock  !  are  thv  tufted  rocks. 

Thy  fring’d  declivities,  the  dim  retreat 
Where  the  coy  Nymph  has  fix’d  her  favourite  feat, 
And  hears,  reclin’d  along  the  thundering  fhore, 
Indignant  Darwent’s  defultory  tide 
His  rugged  channel  rudely  chide  ? 

Darwent,  whofe  fliaggy  wreath  is  Rain’d  with  Danifh  gore ! 

Or  does  file  drefs  her  Naiad-cave 
With  coral-fpoils  from  Neptune’s  wave. 

And  hold  fliort  revels  with  the  train 
Of  Nymphs  that  tread  the  neighb’ring  main  ? 

And  from  the  cliffs  of  Avon’s  cavern ’d  fide. 

Temper  the  balmy  beverage  pure, 

That  fraught  with  u  drops  of  precious  cure,” 

Brings  back  to  trembling  hope  the  drooping  bride; 
That  in  the  virgin’s  cheek  renews  the  rofe, 

And  wraps  the  eye  of  Pain  in  quick  repule  ! 

While  oft  fine  climbs  the  mountain’s  fhelving  fieeps, 
And  calls  her  votaries  wan,  to  catch  the  gale 
That  breathe’s  o’er  Afhton’s  elitiy  vale, 

And  from  the  Cambrian  hills  the  billowy  Severn  fweeps* 

Or  broods  the  Nymph  with  watchful  wing 
O'er  ancient  Badon’s  myflic  fpring  ? 

And  fpeeds  from  its  fulphureons  fiource 
The  Ream y  torrent's  fecret  courfe  ; 


And 
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And  fans  th*  eternal  fparks  of  hidden  fire, 

In  deep  unfathom’d  beds  below 
By  Bladud’s  magic  taught  to  glow, 

Bladud,  high  theme  of  Fancy’s  Gothic  lyre  ! 

Or  opes  the  healing  Power  her  chofen  fount 
In  the  rich  veins  of  Malvern’s  ample  mount  ? 

From  whofe  tall  ridge  the  noontide  wanderer  views- 
Pomona’s  purple  realm,  in  April’s  pride, 

Its  blaze  of  bloom  expanding  wide, 

And  waving  groves  array’d  in  Flora’s  faired  hues. 

Haunts  die  the  fcene,  where  Nature  lowers 
O’er  Buxton’s  heath  in  lingering  fliowers  ? 

Or  loves  die  more,  with  fandal  fleet, 

In  matin  dance  the  Nymphs  to  meet 
That  on  the  flowery  marge  of  Chelder  play  ? 

Who,  boadful  of  the  ftately  train 
That  deign’d  to  grace  this  Ample  plain, 

Late,  with  new  pride,  along  his  reedy  way, 

Bore  to  Sabrina  wreaths  of  brighter  hue,  \ 

And  mark’d  his  paftoral  urn  with  emblems  new.—* 
Howe’er  thefe  dreams  ambroflal  may  detain 
Thy  deps,  O  genial  Health,  yet  not  alone 
Thy  gifts  the  Naiad -Aders  own  ; 

Thine  too  the  briny  flood,  and  Ocean’s  hoar  domains 

And  lo  !  amid  the  watery  roar, 

In  Thetis’  car  die  ikims  the  fliore  ; 

Where  Portland’s  brows,  embattled  high 
With  rocks,  in  rugged  majefly 
*  Frown  o’er  the  billows,  and  the  dorm  redrain. 

She  beckons  Britain’s  fcepter’d  Pair 
Her  treafures  of  the  deep  to  fliare  !  — 

Hail  then,  on  this  glad  morn,  the  mighty  Main  ! 

Which  lends  the  boon  divine  of  lengthen’d  days 
To  thofe  who  wear  the  nobled  regal  bays : 

That  mighty  Main,  which  on  its  confcious  tide, 

Their  boundlefs  commerce  pours  on  every  clime, 

Their  dauntlefs  banner  bears  fublime ;  ^ 

Which  wafts  their  pomp  of  war  and  fpreads  their  thu  nder  wide  | 
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'  ODE  to  SUPERSTITION 


[From  the  Speculator,  Vol.  I.] 


THAT  dreadful  fhape  was  that  ?  yen  difmal  cry 
V  Strikes  cold  my  fimt’ring  foul, 

O  God  1  fome  livid  face  and  deadly  eye 
Seems  mid  the  dark  to  roll. 


Avaunt 1  ?tis  Superftition’s  horrid  gloom, 

Delufive  clouds  the  mind, 

Demon  accurft  !  from  Nature's  Ihadowy  womb 
Of  mifereated  kind ; 

Of  ghaffly  Fear  and  darkeft  Midnight  born* 

Far  in  a  bl ailed  dale 

Mid  Lapland’s  woods  and  noifome  waftes  forlorn. 
Where  lurid  hags  the  Moon’s  pale  orbit  hail. 

In  the  drear  depth  of  fuch  dim  pathlefs  fnade. 

The  ftream  of  infant  blood 
Damps  the  blue  flame,  and  o^er  th’  unhallow’d  glade 
Hell’s  deepeft  darknefs  frowns  the  confcious  wood* 
Round  the  wither’d  witches  go, 

Mutt’ring  death  and  difmal  woe, 

On  their  uncouth  features  dire 
Gleams  the  pale  and  livid  fire  : 

The  charm  begins,  now  arife 
Shadows  foul  and  piercing  cries, 

Storm  and  tempefr  loud  aflail, 

JL 

Beating  wind  and  rattling  hail ; 

Thus  within  th’  infernal  wood, 

Dance  they  round  the  bubbling  blood, 

Till  the  rite  ended,  then  they  fly 
To  taint  the  breath  of  yonder  iky. 

Where  on  the  defert  vaff,  and  boimdlefs  wild, 

Mid  the  lightning’s  livid  glare, 

Or  at  the  balmy  clofe  of  evening  mild, 

They’re  feen  to  glide  athwart  th’  affrighted  air. 
Hence  from  my  bofom,  all  thy  visions  hence  l 
In  the  deep  filent  hour 

When  Terror  hov’ring  o’er  each  adfive  fenfe 
Impregnates  Fancy’s  power  : 

Then  rife  ilrange  fpedtres  to  the  ihudd’ring  view* 
With  horrid  lifelefs  flare, 

And  gliding  float  upon  the  noxious  dew, 

And  howling  rend  the  air. 

Oft  near  yon  leaf-clad  folitary  fane, 

Whilff  morn  yet  clafps  the  night, 

Some  Ghoft  is  heard  to  found  his  clanking  chainj 
Beheld  mid  moon-beam  pale  and  dead  to  fight ; 
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Nor  lefs  unfrequent  the  lone  traveler  hears 
The  fullen-fo unding  bell, 

And  the  dim-lighted  tower  awakes  to  fears 
Of  haunted  manfion,  brake,  or  darkling  delh 
Halle  thee,  Superftition,  fly  ! 

Perifh  this  thy  forcerv ! 

Why  in  thefe  Gorgon  terrors  clad 
But  to  affright,  affiidl  the  bad, 

7Tis  thee,  O  Goddefs !  thee  I  hail, 

Of  Hefper  born  and  Cynthia  pale, 

■  That  wont  the  fame  rude  name  to  bear. 

Yet  gentle  all,  and  void  of  fear  : 

O  come,  in  Fancy's  garb  array’d, 

In  all  her  lovely  forms  difplay’d, 

And  o’er  the  Poets  melting  foul 
Bid  the  fweet  tide  of  rapture  roll 
To  dying  mufic,  warbling  gales, 

Mid  moonlight  fcenes  and  woody  V&les, 
Where  Elves,  and  Fays,  and  Sprites  difport, 
And  nightly  keep  their  feftive  court ; 
There,  mid  the  pearly  flood  of  light, 

In  tindls  cerulean  richly  dight, 
Light-fporting  o’er  the  trembling  green, 
Glance  they  quick  thro’  the  magic  fcene. 
And  from  the  Iparkling  mofs  receive, 

Shed  by  the  fragrant  hand  of  eve,  > 

The  filver  dew,  of  matchlefs  pow’r,  v 
/  To  guard  from  harm  at  midnight  hour 
The  lonely  wight,  who,  loft  from  far, 

Views  not  one  friendly  guiding  ftar, 

Or  cxne  kind  lowly  cottage  door 
To  point  his  track  aero fs  the  moor  j 
Whilft  the  ftorm  howling,  tells  his  mind. 
Some  fpirit  rides  the  northern  wind, 

And,  ’plaining,  mourns  his  cruel  doom, 

On  tempeft  hurl’d,  and  wintry  gloom  : 

Oft  too,  at  eve’s  warm-tinted  ray, 

The  ling’ring  blufti  of  youthful  day, 
Penfive,  fweet,  feraphic  lays, 

Soft-warbling  wake  the  note  of  praife. 

Heard  the  echoing  hills  among 
Repeating  wild  the  heav’nly  fong, 

Till  loft  in  ether  floats  away 
The  laft,  faint,  murm’ring  vocal  lay ; 

Thefe  on  the  lonely  bard  attend, 

With  him  the  mountain’s  fide  afeend, 

Or  in  the  valley’s  lowly  plain, 

Rapturous  breathe  the  melting  ftrain ; 

Thefe  lift  his  foul  beyond  its  clime, 

To  daring  flights  of  thought  fublime, 
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Where,  warm’d  by  Fancy’s  brighteft  fire, 

He  boldly  fweeps  the  founding  lyre. 

Come  then,  with  wild  dowers,  come  array'd, 
O  Superftition,  magic  maid  ! 

And  welcome  then  l'uggefting  pow’r  l 
At  evening  clofe  or  midnight  hour. 


The  GOTHIC  HEL  jL. 


[From  the  Dr.  Sayers’s  Dramatic  Sketches  of  Ancient  Northern  Myth©*- 

logy-} 


THOU  land  of  horror  !  where  eternal  froft 
Has  built  his  icy  throne,  and  dims  the  air 
With  ever-hifling  fleet ;  when  fullen  night 
Has  fpread  her  dingy  veil,  and  biting  blails 
Sweep  o’er  the  folid  feas  and  chill  my  frame*; 

Mufl  Balder  ever  pour  the  fruitlefs  moan  ? 

Mud  Balder’s  fighs  be  mock’d  by  fhivering  ghods, 
Shrill-flirieking  from  their  caves  ?  Muft  Balder’s  foul 
For  ever  fhudder  at  the  death-owl’s  fong, 

And  dirink  aghaft  from  fpeckled  fnakes  that  rear 
Their  venonvd  jaws,  and  horrid  hifs  around  ? 

Bright  fcenes  of  blifs  !  farewell  !  -  ye  fplended  dome", 
For  ever  echoing  with  the  joyful  noife 
Of  revelry  and  fong  harmonious ;  happy  feats 
.  Of  happy  gods,  wherefrom  the  gold-tipt  horn 
They  quaff  the  honied  ne(ftar  of  the  bee, 

With  rapture  iift’ning  to  the  thrilling  drains 
That  rulh  on  founding  wings  from  Braga’s  harp. 

No  more  fhal.l  Balder  in  your  fliining  hails 
Catch  with  tranfported  foul  the  fecial  joy. 

And  mix  exulting  with  celeftial  bauds. 

No,  Balder,  no  ; — amid  the  giant-brood; 

Amid  the  yelling  ghoftsef  murderers 
Thou  dwell’d: — no  more  the  cheering  light  of'heav’ra 
Shall  meet  thefe  furrowing  eyes  ;  for  here  no  beam 
Of  morning  burfts  with  lofted  luft rewound, 

Nor  here  ambrofial  eve  with  fragrant  hand 
Scatters  her  fweets no  dlver-foundiiw  voice 

J  ^  o 

Melodious  warbles  to  my  fbrrowing  foul.-— 

The  footv  raven  fails  around  my  head. 

And  hardily  chaunts  his  hoarfeft  defcant  here. 

Thou  flaming  deed  of  day  !  whofe  golden  mane 
Waves  in  the  air,  and  pours  a  flood  of  light, 

Oft’ have  I  fprnng  upon  thy  fliining.  back 
To  trace  the  radiant  path,  then  mounted  high 
1  he  blue  expiuife  of  heaven,  arid  girt  with  beams . 
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Of  dazzlifig  glory  wing’d  my  cotirfe  rejoicing. 

Alas 1  how  chang’d  !  in  midnight  gktofn  fehWrapf, 

The  Lord  of  Splendor  groans  in  Hela’s  halls* 

For  ever  banim’d  from  the  realms  of  light. — - 
Xj roves  of  Valhalla  !  from  whofe  waving  boughs 
Sweet  mufic,  mix’d  with  Miirter’s  foothing  murmur. 

For  ever  floated  on  the  fragrant  air  $ 

Oft  have  I  -wander’d  in  thy  flowery  paths, 

Holding  cceleftial  converfe ;  Oft  I’ve  fought 
Thy  ftilleft  fhades,  and  caught  with  eager  ear 
The  melting  drains  that  burfl:  from  Braga’s  fliell 
Attun’d  to  love ;  and  there  the  beauteous  form 
Of  Frea  blooming  as  the  orient  day 
Would  blufhing  meet  her  Balder’s  fteps  retir’d. 

Enamour’d  gaze  upon  my  godlike  limbs, 

And  drink  the  honied  accents  of  my  lips ; 

Then  from  her  beaming  eyes  the  glance  of  love 
Quick  fhot.— Dear  fcenes  of  fleeting  joy,  farewell  ! 

What  now  avails  the  form  that  Frea  lov’d  ? 

What  now  avails  the  eloquence  that  charm’d 
The  liftening  gods  ? — A  brother’s  bloody  hand 
Blafled  my  blifs,  and  dafli’d  me  from  the  height 
Of  joy  to  mifery  1 — Ye  hated  maids ! 

When  firft  ye  ’gan  to  weave  the  wodf  of  fate, 

Ye  fcatter’d  wide  around  the  flowers  of  fpring  * 

At  length  the  raven  croak’d — with  joy  ye  fnatch’d 
The  cords  of  woe,  and  dipp’d  the  curfed  web 
Deep  in  the  pitchy  waters  of  defpair.— 

O  thou  !  who  fitt’ft  upon  thy  Alining  throne 
Array’d  in  fplendor  !  Odin,  Odin  1  hear 
The  forrows  of  a  fon,  and  turn  thine  eye, 

Mo  iff  with  paternal  grief,  from  fcenes  of  glory  ; 

Pierce  thro’  the  thickeft  horrors  Which  fiirroiihd 
Extend  thy  daring  arm,  and  drag  thy  child 
From  caves  of  darknefs  to  thy  beamy  hall. — 

Father,  I  afk  in  vain — it  is  not  thine 
To  break  the  firm  decrees  of  Fate  unchanging  ; 

But  Balder,  wretched  Balder,  here  mull  mourn 
For  endlefs  years, 

F  R  E  A,s  Elegiac  Prayer  to  H  E  L  A  the  Goddefs  of  Fate,  to  releafe 
BALDER  from  the  Infernal  Regions. 

[From  the  lame  Work.] 

DEEP  in  thy  mifty  caves  my  Balder  lies  ; 

Alas  l  how  wither’d  by  the  touch  of  woe  l 
Dim  is  the  luftre  of  his  fading  eyes, 

Alld  fuiiea  fadnefs  marks  his  manly  brow. 

X  z  Qijick 
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Quick  thro’  his  frame  divine  chill  languors  fhoot  p 
The  boafted  rofes  of  his  cheeks  are  pale  ; 

The  winning  tongue  of  eloquence  is  mute. 

And  rending  fighs  his  heaving  breafl  affail. 

Come  gentle  Pity  clad  in  fnowy  ve|| 

And  fpeed  thy  hafly  flight  to  Hela’s  .cave. ; 

Then  imiling  hover  o’er  her  melting  bread,. 

And  fweetly  teach  her  yielding  heart,  to. fave. 

And  can’d  thou,  Hela,  caft  a  ruthlefs  look 
On  this  fad  fcene  of  defolated  charms  ? 

Tear  the  black  leaf  from  Fate’s  eternal  book* 

And  give  the  grief-worn  Balder  to  my  arms. 

Together  let  its  climb  the  burning  arch. 

Which  darts  its  many-colour’d  beams  on  high  ? 

Together  let  us  fpeed  the  rapid  march, 

And  feek  the  radiant  palace  of  the  fky. 

Yield,  Hela,  yield!  Valhalla’s  mournful  towers 
No  longer  echo  with  tfte  jocund  found, 

No  longer  gladnefs  gilds  the  palling  hours. 

But  pale-ey’d  Sorrow  calls  her  lhadows  round. 

Since  Balder  funk  untimely  to  the  tomb, 

Dim  are  the  lingering  beams  of  riling  day, 

The  pale  moon  fhrouds  her  diver  orb  in  gloom 
And  fickly  nature  doffs  her  bright  array. 

DESCRIPTION  of  the  CAVE  and  INCANTATION  of  the  WEIRD 

SISTERS. 

[From  Arthur,  or  the  Northern  Enchantment,  a  Poetical  Romance, 

By  Richard  Hole,  LL.  B.  *}  „y 

THERE,  a  vail  cave,  unknown  to  mortal  eyes. 

Deep-buried  in  a  pathlefs  foreft  lies 
Huge  icicles,  impending  from  the  height 
Of  beetling  cliffs,  ting’d  with  tranfparent -light. 

Like  polilli’d  fpears  revers’d,  its  jaws  furround, 

And  llioot  their  many-colour’d  rays  around. 

But  darknels  reign’d  within  j  lave  when  retir’d. 

With  quenchlefs  hatred  to  mankind  inlpir'd, 

The  fillers  meet  j  then  mix’d  with  vap’rous  gloom 
Flames  burlling  thro’  t-he  central  point,  illume 
The  difmal  cavdrn  ;  while  from  realms  profound 
Spirits  unblell  arife,  and  wheel  around 

*  1  his  and  the  following  extract  from  Arthur,  were  intended for  the  Poetical  De¬ 
partment  ol  our  Regifter  for  the  lull  year,  but  were  raiflaid  till  it  was  too  late  t©  infert 
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In  myftic  dance.  There  now  in  orgies  dire, 

’Gainft  Britain’s  prince  to  wreak  their  ruthiefs  ire, 

Valdandi,  Skulda  join— can  man  proclaim 
Th’  unhallow’d  rite—1 M  the  deed  without  a  name.” 

The  deed,  which  flartles  e’en  the  fiends  of  night, 

At  which,  if  a£l$d  in  day’s  facred  light, 

The  fun,  with  horror  ftruck,  had  backward  fled, 

Or  veil’d  in  dark’ning  clouds  his  blazing  head. 

Still  from  the  Daemons  by  their  potent  ipell 
Controll’d,  dark  words  of  doubtful  import  fell, 

Unpleafmg  to  their  ears :  in  wild  difpair 
Tlfey  beat  their  breads,  and  rend  their  fnaky  hair  ;  ~ 

Draw  from  their  mangled  fidcs  thegufiiing  blood, 

And  fprinkle  o’er  the  flame  the  purple  flood  ; 

And  whilft  they  brave  the  power  who  rules  the  fkies, 

Invoke  their  kindred  fiends  with  fiercer  cries. 

Earth  fhakes— more  black  the  circling  vapour  flows, 

And  the  red  flame  with  keener  radiance  glows. 

The  BpW^'R  of  I,NOOEIyT. 

[From  the  fame  Work.] 

A  Wide-extended  mound  the  beauteous  fcene 
Incircles,  folding  with  perpetual  green  : 

O’er  which,  in  clofe  array  on  either  fide, 

Huge,  mofs-crown’d  oaks,  towering  in  leafy  pride, 

Their  intermingled  branches  weave  on  high, 

And  their  thick  gloom  excludes  day’s  garifh  eye. 

Oft  as  beneath  their  fhade  deep-mufing  ftray’d, 

At  night,  or  dewy  eve,  the  Britifh  maid, 

When  tjhe  bright  moon  adorn’d  heaven’s  fpangled  plain. 

Before  her  fight  arofe  the  fairy  train, 

In  white  plum’d  helms,  and  vefis  of  fplendid  hue, 

Cloud-form’d,  a-nd  deck’d  with  quivering  gems  of  dew. 

And  while,  to  crown  the  revels  of  the  night, 

Obedient  glow-worms  lend  their  living  light, 

Their  fweet-toned  lyres  the  little  minftrels  fweep, 

And  the  charm’d  winds  in  placjd  filence  fleep. 

A  fprightly  band,  accordant  to  the  found,  > 

With  meafur’d  fteps  in  circles  print  the  ground. 

At  blufh  of  morn  they  vanifli  from  the  view, 

And  night’s  pale  emprefs  wrapt  in  {hades  purfue« 

E’en  in  thefe  latter  days,  by  foreft  green, 

The  fwain  benighted  oft  therr  fports  has  feenfl 
Thus  potent  fancy  can  the  fenfe  enchain^ 

Form,  and  embody  forth  her  airy  train^  ■ 
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In  fimpleft  minds,  and  give  to  vacant  eyes, 

What  fterner  Wifdom  to  her  Tons  denies, 

Impreflions  lweet  and  Itrange !  alike  her  fway 
Th’  inventive  bard,  and  humble  Twain  obey. 

Yet  we  in  one,  their  lot  To  different,  find 
The  daring  efforts  of  the  glowing  mind, 

That  “  fcales  invention’s  heaven.”  While  cenfure  vain 
And  keen  derifion  mock  th’  unletter’d  Twain, 

Tho’  to  his  view  ideal  forms  ariTe  : 

And  Fancy  gilds  them  with  her  brighteft  dyes! 

Nature  within  her  various  charm?  combin’d 
To  pleafe  the  Tight  and  Toothe  th’  enraptur’d  mind. 
Eternal  Tpring  in  all  its  beauty  reigns, 

And  the  Tun  fmiles  amid  his  Tapphire  plains ; 

Or  gleams  thro’  fleeting  clouds  leTs  fiercely  bright. 

Ana  decks  their  curling  fkirts  with  Toftened  light.' 

No  hail,  no  Tnow  defcends  ;  no  ftorms  ariTe  : 

Nor  thunder  fliakes,  nor  lightning  fires  the  fkies. 

Sweet  fing  the  birds  inTpir’d  with  joy  and  love, 

And  harmony  refounds  from  every  grove. 

The  groves  themfelves  the  richeff  livery  wear. 

Grac’d  with  the  produCt  of  the  circling  year. 

With  ceafelefs  verdure,  fragrant  bloffoms  crown’d. 

And  charg’d  with  fruitage  bending  to  the  ground. 
Ambrofial  flowers,  beneath,  unnumber’d  Tpring, 

And  load  with  rich  perfume  the  zephyr’s  wing. 

O’er  marble  rocks  here  gufning  torrents  flow. 

Array’d  in  light,  and  foam  and  roar  below  ; 

There  foftly  murmur  thro’  the  valley  green. 

Or  ffiine  remote  the  fcatter’d  groves  between. 

TVas  beauteous  all !  with  fuch  perfection  wrought, 
Tefign  Teem’d  nature — nature’s  happieft  thought. 


The  BASTILE,  a  VISION. 

■  -  ; '  2  ; 

[From  the  Seeond  Volume  of  Julia,  tiy  Mils  Williams. J 
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“  T^vREAR  cell !  along  whoTe  lonely  bounds, 

M  JL^  Unvifi ted  by  light, 

Chill  filence  dwells  with  night, 

“  Save  when  the  clanging  fetter  founds  { 

“  Abyfs,  where  mercy  never  came, 

H  Nor  hope,  the  wretch  can  And  ; 

“  Where  long  inaction  waft es  the  frame, 

M  And  half  annihilates  thj  mind !  ’ ; 
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44  Stretch’d  helplefs  in  this  living  to  mb, 

M  Oh  hafte,  congenial  death  ! 

44  Seize,  feize  this  lingering  breath, 

44  And  fhroud  me  in  unconfcious  gloom— 

44  Britain  !  thy  exil’d  Ton  no  more 
4 4  Thy  blifisfui  vales  lhall  fee ; 

44  Why  did  I  leave  thy  hallow’d  fhore, 

44  Diftinguilh’d  land,  where  all  are  free  V* 

i.  3 

Baftile  !  within  thy  hideous  pile, 

Which  Bains  of  blood  defile.— 

Thus  rofe  the  captive’s  fighs, 

Till  Humber  leal’d  his  weeping  eyes— 

Terrific  vifiorrs  hover  near  ! 

He  fees  an  awful  form  appear  l 
Who  drags  his  flejp  to  deeper  cells, 

Where  ftranger  wilder  horror  dwells. 

ir.  i. 

44  Oh,  tear  me  from  thefe  haunted  walls,*. 

<4  Or  thofe  fierce  fhapes  controul .! 
u  Left  madnefs  feize  my  foul — 

44  That  pondYotis  mafic  of  iron  falls, 

44  I  fee  !” — Rafh  mortal,  ha  !  beware, 

44  Nor  breathe  that  hidden  name  ! 

44  Should  thofe  dire  accents  wound  the  air, 

44  Know  death  lhall  lock  thy  Ititf’ning  frame/' 

II.  2. 

**  Hark  !  that  loud  bell  which  lullen  tolls ! 

■ii  It  wakes  a  fhriek  of  woe, 

44  From  yawning  depths  below  ; 

44  Shrill  "through  this  hollow  vault  it  rolls  !” 

44  A  deed  was  done  in  this  black  ceil, 

44  Unfit  for  mortal  ear ! 

44  A  deed  was  done,  when  toll'd  that  knell, 

44  No  human  heart  could  live  and  hear  1 

HI. 

44  Rouze  thee  from  thy  numbing  trance^ 

44  Near  yon  thick  gloom  advance  ; 

44  The  folid  cloud  has  fliook  ;  •  ~  ■ 

44  Arm  all  thy  foul  with  ftrength  to  look.-^-r 
44  Enough  !  thy  ftarting  locks  have  rofe, 

44  Thv  limbs  have  fail’d,  thy  blood  has  froze  : 

44  On  fcenes  fo  foul,  with  mad  affright, 

44  I  fix  no  more  thy  fatten'd  fight,”  .  v  <  «,  - 
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44  Thofe  troubled  phamtoms  melt  away  ! 

44  I  lofe  the  fenfe  of  care — 

44  I  feel  the  vital  air — 

44  I  fee,  X  fee  the  light  of  day ! — 

44  Vifions  of  blifs !  eternal  powers ! 

44  What  force  has  fhook  thofe  hated  walls  ? 

44  What  arm  has  rent  thofe  threat’ning  towers  ? 
44  It  falls — the  guilty  fabric  falls !” 

in.  2. 

44  Now,  favour’d  mortal,  now  behold  ! 

44  To  foothe  thy  captive  ftate, 

44  I  dope  the  book  of  fate, 

44  Mark  what  its  regifters  unfold  ! 

44  Where  this  dark  pile  in  chaos  lies, 

44  With  nature’s  execrations  hurl’d, 

44  Shall  Freedom’s  facred  temple  rife, 

44  And  charm  an  emulating  world  1 

III.  3. 

44  ’Tis  her  awak’ning  voice  commands 
**  Thofe  firm,  thofe  patriot  bands,  i 
44  Arm’d  to  avenge  her  caufe, 

44  And  guard  her  violated  laws ! — 

44  Did  ever  earth  a  fcene  difplay 
“  More  glorious  to  the  eye  of  day, 

44  Than  millions  with  according  mind, 

44  Who  claim  the  rights  of  human  kind  ? 

IV.  i. 

44  Does  the  fam’d  Roman  page  fublime, 

44  An  hour  more  bright  unroll, 

44  To  animate  the  foul, 

44  Than  this,  lov’d  theme  of  future  time  ?— 

44  Pofterity,  with  rev’rence  meet, 

4  The  confecrated  adt  fhall  hear  : 

44  Age  fhall  the  glowing  tale  repeat, 

44  And  youth  fhall  drop  the  burning  tear  ! 

IV.  2. 

44  The  peafant,  while  he  fondly  fees 
44  His  infants  round  the  hearth, 

44  Purfue  their  fimple  mirth, 

4i  Or  emuloufly  climb  his  knees, 

44  No  more  bevyails  their  future  lot, 

44  By  tyranny’s  ftern  rod  oppreft  ; 

. 44  While  Freedom  guards  his  ftraw-roof ’d  cot, 
44  And  all  his  iifeful  toils  are  blelfc 
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44  Phil'ofophy !  oh,  fhare  the  meed 
?4  Of  Freedom’s  nobled  deed ! 

44  ’Tis  thine  each  truth  to  fcarv, 

44  Guardian  of  blifs,  and  friend  of  man 
44  ’Tis  thine  ail  human  wrongs  to  heal, 
44  ’Tis  thine  to  love  all  nature’s  weal ; 

44  To  give  each  gen’rous  purpofe  birth, 
44  And  renovate  the  gladden’d  earth.” 


Commendation  of  MILTON’s  TASTE  in  deferring  RURAL 

SCENERY. 


[From  the  Garden,  a  Poem,  tranflated  from  the  French  of  the  Abbe  de 

Lille.] 


In  your  gardens  love  wild  Nature’s  plan ; 
5  For  God  himlelf  the  model  gave  to  man  ! 


When  Milton’s  hands  the  blefs’d  afylum  wove, 

Where  our  fird  parents  wander’d  rich  in  love ; 

Did  he  with  frigid  rules  each  path  redram? 

Did  he  in  fetters  vile  the  waves  enchain  ? 

Did  he  a  load  of  foreign  fplendors  fling. 

O’er  earth’s  foft  infancy,  and  earl ied  fpring  ? 

No  !  artlefs,  unconfin’d,  there  Nature  bland 
With  lovelieft  fancies  deck’d  the  laughing  land* 

Of  hills  and  vales  the  bright  confufion  gay, 

And  dreams,  that  as  they  lid,  meand’ring  play. 

The  doubtful  paths  that  ever  wind  along, 

Still  with  new  views  their  varying  joys  prolong. 

There  ever  dray  their  eyes  with  fredi  delight, 
Unknowing  where  to  fix  the  ravifh’d  fight. 

O  ’er  the  green  velvet  of  th’  e-namell’d  meads, 

A  thoufand  trees  wave  high  their  tufted  heads. 

And  charm  each  fenfe  of  fmeil,  of  tafte  or  view, 

With  bloffoms  fair,  or  fruits  of  glofiy  hue. 

Or  in  thick  clumps,  or  negligently  lpread* 

They  clofe,  or  fly ;  here  from  a  deep’ning  glade, 

A  landfcape  gay  expands  its  op’ning  charms  : 

There  to  the  ground  low  bend  their  branching  armsy, 
And  gently  check  their  ftep$,  or  in  mid  air 
High  o’er  their  heads  a  verdant  chaplet  rear ; 

Or  as  they  mufe  beneath  the  noontide  bow’r, 

Fling  o’er  their  hair,  a  bloomy  feented  fliow’r.  ’ 

Why  fhould  I  fing  the  lufeious  fhrubs,  the  vines. 

Where  round  each  bow’r  their  verdant  curtain  twines  ? 
There  blufhing  like  the  rifing  mofn,  while  love 
k  Beam’d  fr#ra  each  eye,  Eve  fought  the  nuptial  grove, 
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And  to  her  youthful  lover’s  longing  arms 
Obfequious  yielded  ail  her  virgin  charms. 

The  genial  hour  exulting  Nature  haijs, 

Their  fighs  ecftatic  fwell  the  gentle  gales, 

Murmur  the  waves,  fair  fmile  the  heav’ns  above, 

And  joyful  earth  congratulates  their  love ; 

Whifper  the  groves,  the  rofe  inclines  its  head, 

And  flings  frefli  odours  o’er  the  bridal  bed. 

O  joys  ineffable !  O  happy  pair  1 
How  blefs’d,  like  you,  who  ’mid  their  gardens  fair 
May  dwell,  from  painful  pride  afar,  may  rove 
'Wjd  fruits  and  flow’rs  with  innocence  and  love. 

,  P  ESC  RIFT  I  ON  of  a  SEA  STORM. 

[From  Adriano,  or  the  Fir. ft  of  June,  by  the  Author  of  the  Village 

Curate.] 

SO  from  the  fhore  they  launch’d, 

Bound  to  no  port,  but  deftin’d  on  a  cruife, 

A  morning’s  cruife  for  fjfh.  Pleas’d  was  the  youth ; 

With  utmoft  joy  he  faw  the  wood  recede, 

Beheld  his  cottage  dwindled  to  a  fpeck, 

Obferv’d  the  fnow-white  cliffs  to  right  and  left 
Unfolding  their  wide  barrier  to  his  view. 

And  felt  the  boat  bound  gaily  o’er  the  waves 
Light  as  a  cdrk.  He  took  the  helm  rejoic’d. 

And  right  before  the  wind  held  on  his  courfe 
Unheeding.  ’Twas  in  vain  his  bufy  friends 
Advis’d  a  different  courfe,  to  gain  with  eafe 
The  fliore  he  left.  He  carelefsiy  went  on. 

And  never  dream’d  of  danger  and  delay 
Never  experienc’d.  Faff:  into  the  waves 
Sinks  the  far  diftant  fliore.  The  lofty  cliff 
Stoops  to  the  water,  and  his  hoary  brow 
At  ev’ry  wave  feems  buried  in  the,flood. 

And  now  the  gloomy  clouds  collet.  A  ftorm 
Comes  mutt’ring  o’er  the  deep,  and  hides  the  fun. 

Hufti’d  is  the  breeze,  and  the  high-lifted  wave, 

Portending  fpeedy  danger,  to  the  fliore 
In  lurid  fllence  rolls.  In  tenfold  gloom 
The  ftormy  fouth  is  wrapt,  and  his  grim  frown 
Imparts  unufual  horror  to  the  deep. 

Now  to  the  fliore  too  late  young  Gilbert  turns. 

The  breeze  is  funk,  and  o’er  the  mounting  waves 
Labours  the  bark  in  vain.  To  the  ftout  oar 
The  fifh er  and  his  fon  repair,  and  pull, 

Alarm’d  for  fafety,  till  their  flowing  brows 
Trickle  with  dew.  And  oft  the  anxiousyouth 
Looks  back  amaz’d,  and  fees  the  lightning  play, 

And 
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And  hears  the  thunder,  and  beholds  a  fea 
Ready  to  bur  ft  upon  him.  Oft  he  thinks 
Of  Anna  and  Sophia,  and  of  thee 
Much-lov’d  Maria,  and  thy  aged  fire, 

Never  perhaps  again  to  walk  with  you, 

To  hear  you  fpeak,  to  live  upon  your  fmiles. 

Ye  haplefs  pair,  what  fhall  become  of  you, 

No  brother  to  defend  you,  and  no  father  ? 

But  fall  the  ftorm  increafes.  Thefbrongflalh 
Incefiant  gleams  upon  the  curling  wave. 

Round  his  dark  throne  in  awful  majefty 

The  thunder  marches his  imperious  roar 

Shakes  the  proud  arch  of  heav’n.  And  now  the  ihowY 

Begins  to  drop,  and  the  unfteady  guff 

Sweeps  to  the  fiiore,  and  floops  the  flying  boat 

E’en  to  the  brink.  Small  diflance  then,  my  friends, 

’Twixt  life  and  death ;  a  mere  hair’s  breadth.  And  yet 
Far,  very  far,  appears  the  wifh’d-for  port. 

And  lo  1  between  yon  rocks  now  feen,  now  loE 
Buried  in  foam,  and  high  the  milky  furge 
Roils  its  proud  catarad  along  the  fliore 
Accefs  denying.  To  the  frowning  cliff 
Approach  not.  Mark  the  ftrong  recoiling  wave^ 

E’en  to  the  bafe  of  the  high  precipice 
It  plunges  headlong,  and  the  fiedfafi:  hill 
Wears  with  eternal  battery.  No  bark 
Of  forty  times  your  ftrength  in  fuch  a  fea 
Could  live  a  moment.  ’Twere  enough  to  wreck 
A  Britifh  navy,  and  her  ftoutefl  oak 
Shiver  to  atoms. 

The  COUNTRY  BALL. 

If rpm  Amusement,  a  Poetical  EfTay,  by  Henry  James  Pye,  Efq.J 

BRITANNIA  fcarcely  owns  a  town  fo  fmall 
As  not  to  boaft  its  periodic  ball. 

Where,  when  full  -orb ’d,  Diana  pours  her  light, 

And  gilds  the  darknefs  of  the  wintry  night, 

The  village  beaux  and  belles  their  hours  employ 
In  the  full  fwing  of  fafiii enable  joy ; — 

Afide  the  unfinifh  d  handkerchief  is  thrown, 

And  the  fair  fempftrefs  now  adjufls  her  own ; 

The  apothecary  quits  the  unpounded  pill, 

Even  the  attorney  drops  his  venal  quill, 

And,  as  his  eyes  the  fprightly  dance  behold, 

Forgets  to  drain  the  widow’s  purfe  of  gold. — - 
To  thefe  ’tis  joy.— But  even  the  courtly  train, 

Anxious  the  dregs  of  pleafure’s  bowl  to  drain, 
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When,  fully  fated  with  each  fplendid  fhow 
That  elegance  and  grandeur  can  bellow, 

To  rural  folitude  they  fly,  will  there 
This  faint  rqfleftion  of  amufement  (hare. 

When  from  Southampton’s  or  from  Brighton’s  there. 
Which  charm’d  when  London’s  revelry  was  o’er, 

The  fading  beauty  of  autumnal  hours, 

Recalls  the  fpbrtfman  to  his  native  bowers, 

To  tell  his  neighbours  all  the  toils  of  hate, 

Recount  of  public  cares  the  enormous  weight. 

And  how  he  (lumber’d  through  the  long  debate ; 

His  wife  and  daughters  quit  the  Gothic  hall 
To  tahe  the  raptures  of  the  ruftic  ball. 

The  high-born  miffes,  infolent  and  vain, 

Scorn  while  they  mingle  with  the  homely  train, 

Still  at  the  top,  in  fpite  of  order,  hand, 

And  hardly  touch  a  mean  plebeian  hand ; 

While  madam,  eager  ’mid  the  card-room’s  ffrife, 
Infults  the  lawyer’s  and  the  curate's  wife, 

Now  fmiles  contemptuous,  now  with  anger  burns. 
And  domineers  and  fcoids,  and  cheats  by  turns ; 
Pleas’d  on  the  village  gentry  to  retort 
Slights  (lie  receives  from  duchefles  at  court. 

The  COUNTRY  FAIR. 

[From  the  fame  Work.] 

BEHOLD  the  tranfports  of  yon  feflive  feene, 
Where  the  wide  country  on  the  tented  green 
Its  inmates  pours,  impatient  all  to  (hare 
The  expected  pleafures  of  the  annual  fair  !— 

See  to  the  amorous  youth  and  village  maid 
The  pedlar’s  (ilken  treafu'ry  dilplay’d ; 

The  liquorifti  boy  the  yellow  flmnel  eyes. 

The  champion’s  cudgel  wins  the  envied  prize ; 

The  martial  trumpet  calls  the  gazers  in 
Where  lions  roar,  or  fierce  hyenas  grin. — 
Refponfive  to  the  tabor’s  fprightly  found 
Behold  the  jingling  morrice  beat  the  ground, 

The  neighing  courfer  (leek  and  trick’d  for  fale, 
Grains  in  his  paunch  and  ginger  in  his  tail ; 

The  dwarf  and  giant  painted  to  the  life, 

The  fpirit-ftirring  drum,  and  fhrill-ton’d  fife, 
Prelufive  to  the  warlike  fpeech  that  charms 
The  kindling  heroes  of  the  plain  to  arms.— 

Pere  blifs  unfeign’d  in  every  eye  we  trace, 

Here  heart-felt  mirth  illumines  every  face, 

S  '  ' 
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For  pleafure  here  has  never  learned  to  cloy, 

But  days  of  toil  enliven  hours  of  joy. 

joy,  how  unlike  its  unfu'bfbintial  (hade 

Which  faintly  haunts  the  midnight  mafquerade. 

Where  the  difforted  vizard  ill  conceals 
The  deep  ennui  each  languid  bofom  feels, 

And,  but  for  fname,  each  vot’ry  of  delight. 

Fatigued  with  all  the  nonfenfe  of  the  night, 

Would,  like  ’fquire  Richard  feek  with  fated  eye  “  k 
Wreftling  and  backfword  for  variety. 

Nor  do  I  fable — worn  with  conflant  care 
Of  fev’rifh  riot  and  fantaftic  glare, 

From  fplendid  luxury  our  youth  refort 
To  all  the  roughnefs  of  barbarian  fport. 

And  leave  each  fofter  elegance  of  town 
To  (hare  the  paftime  of  the  ruftic  clown  ; 

Croud  to  behold,  on  the  forbidden  id  age, 

Chriflian  and  Jew  in  bloody  fight  engage, 

Amufement  in  a  fradhir’d  (boulder  fpy, 

And  gaze  with  rapture  on  a  batter’d  eye, 

VERSES  by  VOLTAIRE,  not  inferted  in  his  Works. 

—  /  ?  .  .  .  '  ..  .  •  .  .  '  n  ■  f, 

[Communicated  by  a  Friend.] 

IMITATION  de  VO  BE  du  R.  P.  de  J  A  T  fur  SAINT  E 

GENEVIEVE*. 

OU’APPERCQIS-JE  ?  Eft-ce  une  deeffi*,,  1;-  ■ 

Qui  s’offre  a  mes  regards  furpris  ? 

Son  afpedt  repand  PallegrefTe, 

Et  fon  air  charme. .mes  efprits. 

Un  flambeau  brillante  de  lumiere, 

Dont  fa  chaffs  main  nous  eciaire, 

Jette  un  feu  mauye.au  dans  les  ans. 

Quels  fons  !  quelles  douces  merveilles 
Viennent  de  frapper  mes  oreilles 
Pour  d’inimitables  concerants !  A 

Un  chceur  d’efprits  faints  l’environiie  J  A 
Et  lui  prodigue  des  honneurs  : 

Les  uns  foutiennent  fa  couronne, 

Les  autres  la  parent  de  fleurs. 

O  miracle  !  o  beautes  nouvelles !  ,  • 

Je  les  vois  deplovant  leurs  tdles 
Former  un  Trone  fous  fes  pieds, 

*  C’eft  le  premier  ouvrage  imprime  de  M.  de  Voltaire.  Il  comp  afa,aif  College  de 
iouis  le  Grand,  ou  il  ctoitPenlionnaire  et  Ecoliere  de  Rhetorique  fous  le  Penc  Is  Jay,  et 
le  Pere  Peres.  11  fe  treuve  dan*  un  recueil  fort  rare  imprime  dans  le  terns, 

Ah1- 
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Ah !  je  &jai  qui  je  vois  paroitre  i 
France  1  pouvez-vous  meconnoitf£ 

L’Heroine  qui  vous  voyez  ? 

'  f  •'  C  ,  .  ' 

Oui,  c’efl  vdus  que  Paris  revere 
Comme.le  foutieri  de  fes  leys, 

Genev  lever,  illufire  Bergere, 

Quel  bras  les  a  mieux  garantis  t 
Vans,  qui,  par  d’invifibles  arrries, 

Toujours  au  fort  de  nos  allarm es* 

Nous  fendites  vidorieux ; 

Void  le  jour  ou  la  memoire 
De  vos  bienfaits,  de  votre  gloire, 

Se  renouvelle  dans  ces  lieux.. 

Du  milieu  dun  brillante  image, 

Vans  voyez.  les  humbles  mortels 
V ous  rendre  a  l’en vie  leurs  hommage, 

Profternes  devant  vos  antels, 

Ft  les  puifFances  Souveraines 
Kemettre  entier  vos  mains  les  renes 
D'mi  empire  a  vos  lois  founds, 

Reconnoiflant  et  pleine  de  zele 
Que  n’ai-je-fcju,  comme  eux  fidele, 

Acquitter  ce  quej’ai  promis !. 

Mais  helas  !  que  ma  confdence 
AFoffre  un  fouvenir  doioureux  1 
Une  coupable  indifference 
M’a^.pu  faireonblier  mes  vocux. 

Confus  j’en  entends  le  murmure ; 

Malheureux  1  je  fuis  done  parjure  ! 

Mais  non  ;  fidele  deformais, 

Je  jure  ces  autels  antiques. 

Paves  de  vos  faintes  reliques, 

D  ’accomplir  les  veeux  quej’ai  faits. 

Tons,  tombeau  facre  que  j’honore, 

Enrichi  des  dons  de  nos  Rois, 

Et  vous,  Bergere,  qui  j' implore, 

Ecoutez  ma  tiroide  voix ! 

Pardonnez  a  mon  impuiffance, 

Si  ma  foible  reconnoifiance 
Ce  pent  egaler  vos  favours. 

Bun  meme  a  eontenter  facile, 

Ne  croit  point  Foffrande  trop  vile 
Que  nous  lui  faifons  de  nos  cceurs. 

Les  Tndes  pour  moi  tr  op  avareey 
Font  coaler  For  en  d'autres  raainSy 

2  ’  Je 
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fe  iv  a  point  de  ces  meubles  rares 
Qui  flattent  Porgueil  des  humains. 

Loin  d’une  fortune  opulente, 

Aux  trefors  que  je  vous  prefente 
Ma  feule  ardeur  donne  du  prix ; 

Et  fi  cette  ardeur  peut  vous  plaire* 

Agreez  que  j’ofe  vous  faire 
Un  hommage  de  mes  ecrits. 

Eh  !  qubi,  puis-je  dans  le  filencc 
Enfevelir  ces  nobles  noms 
De  prote&rice  de  la  France, 

Et  de  ferme  appui  des  Bourbons ! 

Jadis  nos  campagnes  arides 
Trompant  nos  attentes  timides, 

Vous  durant  leur  fertility 
Et  par  votre  feule  priere, 

Vous  defarmates  la  colere 
Du  ciel  contre  nous  irrite. 

La  mort  meme,  a  votre  prefence, 

Arretant  fa  cruel  le  faulx, 

Rendit  des  homines  a  la  France 
Qu  ’alloient  devorer  les  tombeaux. 

MaitrelTe  du  fejours  des  ombres, 

Julqu’au  plus  profond  des  lieux  fombrcs, 

Vous  fites  reveree  vos  loix. 

Ah  m’etes  vous  plus  notre  mere, 

Qenevieve,  ou  notre  mifere 
Efi-elle  moindre  qu 'autrefois  ? 

Regardez  la  France  en  allarmes, 

Qui  de  vous  attend  fon  fecours  1 
En  proye  a  la  fureur  des  armes, 

Peut-elle  avoir  d’autre  recours  ? 

Nos  flames  devenus  rapides 
Par  tant  de  cruels  homicides. 

Sont  teints  du  fang  de  nos  guerriers. 

Chaque  ete  forme  des  tempetes 
Qui  fonde  fur  d’illuftre  tetes, 

Et  frappent  jufqu’  a  nos  lauriers, 

Je  vois  en  des  villes  brulees 
Regner  la  Mort  et  la  terreur  : 

Je  vois  des  plaines  defolees 

Aux  vainqueurs  meme  faire  horreur* 

Vous  qui  pouvez  finir  nos  peines, 

Et  calmer  de  fimeftes  fcenes,  y 

Rendez  nous  une  aimablp  paix ! 

Que  Bellone  de  fers  chargee 

Dans 
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Bans  les  Enfers  foit  replongce. 

Sans  efpoir  d’en  fortir  jamais. 

FRANCOIS  AROUET, 
Etudiant  en  Rhetorique, 

&  Penfionnaire  au  College 
de  Louis  Le  Grand. 


ODE  to  the  GLOW-WORM. 

[By  Peter  Pindar,  Efq.] 

BRIGHT  ftranger,  welcome  to  my  field, 

Here  feed  in  fafety,  here  thy  radiance  yield  ; 
To  me,  O  nightly  be  thy  fplendor  giv’n  : 

O  could  a  with  of  mine  the  Ikies  command, 

How  would  I  gem  thy  leaf  with  Jib'ral  hand. 

With  every  fweeteft  dew  of  heav’n  ! 

Say,  dofl:  thou  kindly  light  the  fairy  train, 

Amidfl  their  gambols  on  the  Hilly  plain, 

Hanging  thy  lamp  upon  the  moifien’d  blade  ? 
What  lamp  fo  fit,  fo  pure  as  thine, 

Amidft  the  gentle  elfin  band  to  ftiine, 

And  chace  the  horrors  of  the  midnight  lliade  ! 

Oh  !  may  no  feather’d  foe  difiurb  thy  bow’r, 

And  with  barbarian  beak  thy  life  devour  : 

Oh  !  may  no  ruthlefs  torrent  of  the  Iky, 
O’erwhelming  force  thee  from  thy  dewy  feat ; 

Nor  tempeffs  tear  thee  from  thy  green  retreat, 

And  bid  thee  midil  the  humming  myriads  die. 

/  / 

Queen  of  the  infedf  world,  what  leaves  delight  ? 

Of  fuch  thefe  willing  hands  a  bow’r  fhall  form, 

To  guard  thee  from  the  ruffling  rains  of  night, 

And  hide  thee  from  the  wild  wing  of  the  ftorixu 

Sweet  child  of  ftillnefs,  'midi!  the  awful  calm 
Of  paufing  nature  thou  art  pleas’d  to  dwell  ; 

In  happy  filence  to  enjoy  thy  balm, 

And  fhed  through  life  a  luftre  round  thy  cell. 

How  difPrent  man,  the  imp  of  noife  and  ft rife, 

Who  courts  the  llofm  that  tears  and  darkens  life ; 

Bleft  when  the  paffions  wild  the  foul  invade  ; 

How  nobler  far  to  bid  thofe  whirlwinds  ceafe  ; 

To  tafte  like  thee,  the  luxury  of  peace. 

And  ihine  in  folitude  and  {hade  !— 
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O  P  E  to  his  BARN. 


[By  the  Same.] 

TT%Y  Lacedaemon  men  attack’d, 

J3  When  Thebes,  in  day  of  yore,  v/as  lack'd, 

And  nought  the  fury  of  the  troops  could  hinder  ; 

What’s  true,  yet  marv’lous  to  rehearfe, 

So  well  the  common  foldiers  relifti’d  verfe, 

They  fcorn’d  to  burn  the  dwelling-houfe  of  Pindar. 

With  awe  did  Alexander  view 
The  houfe  of  my  great  coufin  too, 

And,  gazing  on  the  building,  thus  he  figh’d-— 

44  General  Parmenio,  mark  that  houfe  before  ye! 

44  That  lodging  tells  a  melancholy  Rory  : 

44  There  Pindar  liv’d  (great  Bard  !)  and  there  he  died 

«  The  King  of  Syracufe,  all  nations  know  it, 

44  Was  celebrated  by  this  lofty  Poet, 

“  And  made  immortal  by  his  drains  : 

44  Ah  !  could  I  find  like  him  a  bard,  to  ling  me  ; 

44  Would  any  man,  like  him  a  Poet  bring  me  ; 

44  I’d  give  him  a  good  penfion  for  his  pains. 

44  But,  ah  !  Parmenio,  ’mongft  the  Tons  of  men, 

44  This  world  will  never  fee  his  like  agen ; 

44  The  greateft  Bard  that  ever  breath’d  is  dead  ! 

44  General  Parmenio,  what  think  vou  ?” — 

'  * 

44  Indeed ’tis  true,  my  Liege,  ’tis  very  true,” 

Parmenio  cry’d,  and,  fighing,  fhook  his  head; 

Then  from  his  pocket  took  a  knife  fo  nice, 

With  which  he  chipp’d  his  cheefe  and  onions, 

And  from  a  rafter  cut  a  handfome  (lice, 

To  make  rare  toothpicks  for  the  Macedonians ; 

Juft  like  the  toothpicks  which  we  fee 
At  Stratford  made,  from  Shakefpear’s  mulb’ry-tree. 

What  pity  that  the  Squire  and  Knight 
Knew  not  to  prophecy  as  well  as  fight  ; 

Then  had  they  known  the  future  men  of  metre ; 

Then  had  the  General  and  the  Monarch  fpied, 

In  Fate’s  fair  book,  our  nation’s  equal  pride. 

That  very  Pindar’s  Coufin  Peter ! 

i790t  M  '  Daughter 


POET  £  Y. 


f  r?8  T 

/  J 

Daughter  of  thatch,  and  hone,  and  mud, 

When  I,  no  longer  flefh  and  blood, 

Shall  join  the  lyric  bards  fome  half  a  dozen  ; 

Meed  of  high  worth,  and,  ’midft  th’  Elyfia-n  plains,,  y 

To  Horace  and  Alcreus  read  my  drains, 

Anacreon,  Sappho,  and  my  gi'eat  old  Coufin  ; 

On  thee  fhall  rifing  generations  flare. 

That  come  to  Kinglbridge  and  to  Dodbrook  Fair  t. 

For  fuch  thy  hiflory,  and  mine  dial!  learn  ; 
lake  Alexander  mall  they  ev'ry  one 
Heave  a  deep  ligh,  and  fay,  44  Since  Peter’s  gone, 
tL  With  rev’rence  let  us  look  upon  his  Barn.” 

On  the  DEATH  of  Mr.  H  0‘W  A  R  D- 
[By  Dr.  Aikin-] 

HOWARD,  thy  talk  is  done  !  thy  mafler  calls, 

And  fummons  thee  from  Cherfon’s  diftant  walls*. 
n  Come,  well  approv’d  !  my  faithful  fervant,  come  1 
44  No  more  a  wand'rer,  feek  thv  defiin’d  home. 
u  Long  have  I  mark’d  thee  with  o’er-ruhng  eye, 

44  And  fent  admiring  angels  from  on  high, 

44  To  walk  the  paths  of  danger  by  thy  fide, 

44  From  death  to  fnield  thee,  and  through  fnares  to  guides 
a  My  minifter  of  good,  I’ve  fped  thy  way, 
w  And  fhot  thro’  do ngeo n-gl ooms  a  leading  ray. 

44  To  Tooth,  by  thee,  with  kind  unhop’d  relief 
44  My  creatures  loll — and  whelm’d  in  guilt  and  grief;. 

44  I’ve  led  thee,  ardent,  on  thro’  wond’ring  climes, 

44  To  combat  human  wqes  and  human  crimes. 

44  But  ’tis  enough — thy  great  commiffion’s  o’er, 

44  I  prove  thy  faith,  thy  zeal,  thy  love,  no  more  : 

44  Nor  droop,  that  far  from  country,  kindred,  friends,. 

44  Thy  life,  to  duty  long  de  voted,  ends  ; 

44 '  What  boots  it  where  the  high  reward  is  giv’n, 

44  Or  whence  the  foul  triumphant  fprings  to  heaven  V* 

SONNET  to  the  SETTING-SUN^. 

[From  Mrs.  Pearson’s  Poems.} 

PARENT  of  Beauty  !  oft  as  I  behold 

The  veil  of  evening  thy  refplendence  fhroud, 

See  thee  empurple  yon  flow-failing  cloud, 

And  o’er  the  ocean  fhow’r  a  paler  gold  • 
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And  from  this  height  difcern  a  deeper  hue 
Steal  o’er  yon  wood,  checking  the  linnet’s  lay, 

Hear  its  mellifluous  cadence  die  away, 

And  mark  the  rock-rofe  droop  beneath  the  dew ; 

The  grandeur  of  his  powerful  hand  I  own, 

Who  clothes  in  amber  light  drymorning-throne, 

And  bids  thee  in  the  zenith  radiant  fhine  ; 

But  when  from  weftem  Ikies  thy  beauty  flows, 

His  mercy  in  thy  forten’d  fplendor  glows, 

And  fills  my  pendve  foul  with  love  divine  ! 

SONNET  to  HOPE. 

[From  the  Firft  Volume  of  Julia,  by  Mifs  Williams.] 

OH,  ever  fkilfd  to  wear  the  form  we  love ! 

To  bid  the  fliapes  of  fear  and  grief  depart. 

Come,  gentle  Hope  !  with  one  gay  fmile  remove 
The  lading  fadnefs  of  an  aching  heart. 

Thy  voice,  benigh  enchantrefs !  let  me  hear ; 

Say  that  for  me  fome  pleafures  yet  diall  bloom ! 

That  fancy’s  radiance,  friendfhip’s  precious  tear. 

Shall  foften,  or  fhall  chafe,  misfortune’s  gloom.— 

But  come  not  glowing  in  the  dazzling  ray 
Which  once  with  dear  illufions  charm’d  my  eye ! 

Oh  drew  no  more,  fweet  flatterer  !  on  my  way 
The  flowers  I  fondly  thought  too  bright  to  die, 

Vifions  lefs  fair  will  footh  my  penfive  bread:. 

That  afks  not  happinefs,  but  longs  for  reft ! 

SONNET  to  the  MOON. 

[From  the  Second  Volume  of  the  fame  Work.] 

THE  glitf  ring  colours  of  the  day  are  fled— 

Come,  melancholy  orb  !  that  dwell’d:  with  night, 
Come !  and  o’er  earth  thy  wand’ring  luflre  died, 

Thy  deeped:  fhadow  and  thy  fofteft  light. 

To  me  congenial  is  the  gloomy  grove, 

When  with  faint  rays  the  doping  uplands  fhine ; 

That  gloom,  thole  penfive  rays,  alike  I  love, 

Whofe  fadnefs  feems  in  fympathy  with  mine  ! 

But  mod  for  this,  pale  orb  !  thy  light  is  dear. 

For  this,  benignant  orb  1  I  hail  the  mod, 

That  while  I  pour  the  unvailing  tear, 

And  mourn  that  hope  to  me,  in  youth  is  loll ! 

Thy  light  can  vifionary  thoughts  impart, 

And  lead  the  Mufe  to  looth  a  fuff ’ring  heart* 
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To  Mifs  ELIZA  C - N,  on  reading  her  Anfwer  to  a  Sonnet  addrefTed 

to  the  Mufes,  in  the  New  Annual  Register  of  laft  Year,  in  which 
Anfwer  Ihe  urges  the  Poet  to  fupprefs  his  amorous  complaints,  and  to 
employ  his  Mufe  on  fome  facred  Subject. 

[An  original  Communication.] 

Nil  fine  te  mei 

Poflunt  honores. - Hor a  c  e. 

Deny’d  thy  aid  my  drooping  laurels  die  ! 

YES !  charming  critic  !  I  condemn  each  line  l 
Your  tafte  corredt,  and  judgment  difapprove : 

No  more  I  wail  the  pangs  of  hopelefs  love, 

Nor  brave  the  vengeance  of  the  tuneful  Nine. 

Fain  would  my  mufe  effay  fome  truth  divine, 

And  the  chang’d  *  chords  with  lacred  rapture  move, 

I’d  alk  no  angel  to  infpire  the  theme  ; 

No  prophet’s  vifion  !  no  extatic  dream  ! 

Eliza’s  wifh  fhould  every  aid  fupply, 

Methinks  I  feel  the  hallow’d  frenzy  ftrong ! 

Lo  !  martyr’d  faints  attradl  my  mental  eye, 

The  Lamb  triumphant  ’mid  the  vocal  throng. 

Alas  !  unequal  I  fuch  ftrains  decline, 

A  theme  fo  awful  needs  a  mufe  like  thine. 

W.  T. 

SONNET  to  the  fame,  occafioned  by  one  of  that  young  Lady’s,  addrefled 
to  Mercy  ;  in  which  file  reproves  the  Author  of  a  Sonnet  to  Melan¬ 
choly,  in  the  New  Annual  Register  of  laft  year,  with  indulging  a 
gloomy  Difpolition,  and  encourages  him  to  look  forward  to  happier 
Hours. 

[An  original  Communication.] 


Non  ignara  mali,  miferis  fuccurrerc  difco. 


Virgil* 


In  forrow’s  fchool  Eliza  learn’d  to  feel 
A  ftranger’s  woe,  and  Pity’s  balm  can  heal, 

The  wound  that  gangrenes  in  ncgledt’s  chill  air. 


URE  Mercy  ne’er  aflum’d  a  fairer  form  ! 

Her  bufy  whifp’rings  foothe  my  troubled  foul, 

The  wayward  palfions  own  her  foft  controul, 

Feel  venial  funfliine,  and  forget  the  ftorm 

*  Chang’d  Chords.  Dacier  has  ohferved,  when  poets  intended  to  fing  any  thing 
extraordinary,  they  ufed  to  change  the  ftriwgs  of  their  lyres— fidibu*  novis. 

.  ■  l  Whofb 


POETRY. 


t*8i] 


Whofe  peft-charg’d  winds  fo  lately  could  deform 
Reafon,  man’s  pride  !  that  hie  with  poifon  foul 
Aim’d  the  keen  dart,  and  drugg’d  the  madd’ning  bowl. 
Hence  Melancholy  !  feek  the  gloomy  cell 
Of  cloifter  d  monks,  remote  from  beauty’s  eye, 

Who  ufelefs  wafte  their  lives  in  apathy  : 

But  henceforth  fofter’d  in  my  breaft  fhall  dwell 
Youthful  defire,  and  joy,  and  revelry  : 

Sweet  Mercy  comes  to  banifh  ev’ry  pain, 

The  Loves  and  Graces  fmiling  in  her  train, 
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tthe  publication  of  his  Tranflation 
and  Notes  ;  particularly,  from  De 
•Roffi’s  Collection  of  various  Readings 
from  Manufcripts  .and  Editions. 
With  thefe  helps,  and  a  degree  of 
induftry  and  critical  fkill  which  are 
but  rarely  to  be  met  with,  the  an- 
thor  of  this  work  has  given  a  version 
-of  the  moft  ftrblime  of  the  Hebrew 
poets,  fuperior  to  any  which  the 
Englifh  language  hath  hitherto  been 
able  to  boaft  of.  In  his  arrange- 
ment  he  hath,  we  think,  with  ad¬ 
vantage  to  the  iiluiiration  of  his 
original,  departed  from  the  method 
of  bifhop  Lowth,  who  rendered 
the  prophet  in  lines  or  hemifbicks, 
as  poetry,  and  hath  adopted  the 
•common  and  more  perfpieuous  form 
of  profe.  The  work  is  divided  into 
fixty-fix  fed  ions  ;  not  into  chapters 
or  verfes  :  thefe,  however,  arc  in- 
ferted  in  the  margin.  The  critical 
and  explanatory  notes,  which  are 
numerous  and  valuable,  are,  chiefly, 
placed  at  the  end  of  the  volume,  of 
which  they  form  by  far  the  greater 
part.  After  the  opinion  which  we 
-have  already  exprefTed  of  this  work, 
it  is  almoft  unneceffary  to  add  that 
we  warmly  recommend  it  to  thofe 
who  would  cultivate  an  accurate  and 
familiar  acquaintance  with  the  facred 
writings. 

The  New  Verfion  of  the  Book 
of  Pfalms,  with  a  Preface  and  Notes, 
by  the  Rev.  Stephen  Street,  M.  A.” 
affords  us  another  inflasce  of  a  com¬ 
mendable  endeavour  to  extend  the 
•boundaries  of  facred  literature. 
But  although  we  are  difpofed  to 
bellow  all  due  praife  on  the  defign 
of  the  worthy  author,  and  on  the 
diligence  and  learning  which  his 

o  o 

•refearches  and  conj edures  diicover, 
we  think,  that  by  proposing  to  him- 
felf  the  book  of  Pfalms  as  the  fubjed 
of  his  critical  labours,  he  undertook 
too  arduous  and  difficult  a  talk.  And 
we  cannot  fay  that  we  have  found 
much  light  thrown  by  him  on  the 


obfeurities  which  abound  in  our 
common  verfion. 

“  Hr.  Geddes’s  general  Anfwer 
to  the  Queries,  Councels,  -and  Criti- 
cifms,  that  have  been  communicated 
to  him  fince  the  Publication  of  his 
Propofals  for  printing  a  new  Trans¬ 
lation  of  the  Bible,”  is  a  treatife  re¬ 
plete  with  learning,  ingenuity,  and 
good  humour.  It  is  not  poffible  for 
us  to  follow  him  through  the  com- 
preffed  view  which  he  has  given  us 
of  the  arguments  in  fupport  of  his 
plan,  and  his  anfwer  to  the  various 
criticifms  which  have  been  con¬ 
veyed  to  him.  They  are  acute,, 
forcible,  and  liberal.  And  if  in 
any  inflance  we  differ  in  opinion 
from  the  refpedable  author,  it  does 
not  diminilli  our  eftimation  of  the 
general  excellence  and  importance 
of  his  work,  to  which  we  again 
heartily  wilh  fuccefs.  The  lift  of 
his  fubferibers,  though  not  fo 
numerous  as  his  merits  entitle  him 
to,  is,  neverthelefs,  very  refpedable. 
And  it  will  give  pleafure  to  every 
liberal  mind,  to  find  among  the 
fubferibers  to  the  fame  verfion  of 
the  Scriptures,  the  public  libaries 
of  Monafteries  in  Germany,  of 
feverai  of  the  colleges  in  the  Englifh 
and  Scots  Univerfities,  and  the  names 
of  feverai  Catholic  bifliops  and 
dergy,  .united  with  thofe  of  ourefta- 
bliflied  church,  and  many  of  the  moil 
refpedable  of  the  Diffenting  clergy  . 

The  defign  of  the  “  Short  Critical 
Differtation”  on  part  of  Gen.  i.  21, 
by  the  Rev.  James  Hurd  is,  is  to 
fnew,  that  the  word  which  our 
tranffators  have  rendered  whales, 
ihould  have  been  rendered  croco¬ 
diles.  In  this  opinion,  which 
he  fupports  by  feverai  ingenious 
arguments,  he  is  countenanced  by 
feme  of  our  belt  commentators, 
as  well  as  by  the  moil  probable  fenie 
of  nearly  thirty  other  pafiages  in 
which  the  fame  word  occurs,. 

The  “  Key  to  the  Old  Teftament 
M  ^  ,  nad 
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and  Apocrypha,  in  which  is  given 
an  Account  of  their  feveral  Books, 
their  Contents,  and  Authors,  &c.  by 
Robert  Gray  A.  M.”  is  an  elaborate 
and  intelligent  publication,  which 
will  be  ufeful  to  thofe  who  have  not 
leifure,  or  who  do  not  pofiefs  the 
materials  for  extenftve  enquiry.  T o 
the  unlearned  it  may  prove  an  in- 
RrudHve,  and  to  the  learned  a  con¬ 
venient  compilation.  The  plan 
which  the  author  adopts  is  fimilar 

A 

with  that  of  bifhop  Percy,  in  his 
Key  to  the  Islew  Teftament  •  but 
much  more  diffufe,  and  abounding 
in  a  greater  variety  of  incidental  dif- 
Cuffions.  Thefe  difcullions,  from 
the  diligence,,  ingenuity,  and  judg¬ 
ment  which  they  difcover,  are  highly 
honourable  to  the  author.  But  with 
this  general  commendation  of  Mr. 
Gray's  work  we  muff  remark,  that 
the  difplays  of  his  acutenefs  and 
learning,  have  net,  in  every  inftance, 
had  the  effect  of  producing  convic¬ 
tion  in  our  minds.  Among  other 
knotty  fuhjedts  on  which  we  have 
hefitated  to  admit  all  his  opinions, 
we  may  mention  the  integrity  of  the 
copies  of  the  Old  Teftament,  the 
infpiration  of  fome  particular  parts 
of  that  book,  the  typical  meaning  of 
fome  of  the  Jewifh  ceremonies,  and 
the  double  fenfe  of  prophecies. 

They  who  are  attached  to  the 
ftudy  of  the  myftical  parts  of  ferip- 
ture,  will  receive  with  pieafure  the 
44  Seven  Prophetical  Periods  ;  or,  a 
View  of  the  different  prophetical 
Periods  mentioned  by  Daniel  and  St. 
John  ;  wherein  the  Events  that  have 
happened  under  each  Period,  are 
briefly  ftated  from  Hiftorv,  and 
compared  with  the  Predictions  by 
the  author  of  Speculum  Brjtannicum. 
That  the  author  hath  been  pro¬ 
foundly  ftudious,  and  that  his  mind 
is  well  furnifhed  with  hiftorical  in¬ 
telligence,  will  be  readily  granted 
by  every  perfon  who  perufes  this 
work.  We  are  not,  however,  fuffi- 


ciently  adepts  in  fpeculative  theo- 
logy,  tp  feel  the  force  of  his  reafon- 
ing,  or  to  perceive  the  propriety  of 
hi-s  applying  feveral  hiftorical  events 
in  iljujft ration  of  prophecies  which 
are  fuppofed  to  have  been  already 
accompli flied,  ,  Our  difficulty  will 
naturally  be  imagined  to  be  fiili 
greater,  when  prophecies  relating  to 
events  yet  to  take  place  are  the  fub- 
jedfs  of  his  inveftigation.  Among 
other  hypothefes  of  the  author,  we  find 
him  affigning  to  mankind  two  re- 
furredfions  :  the  firft  to  the  Millen¬ 
nium,  and  the  fecond  to  the  laft 
Day.  The  Millennium  is  fixed  by 
him  to  take  place,  A.  D.  2436;  the 
laft  Day,  A.  D.  34.44  !  !  How  will 
the  author  reconcile  the  truth  and 
accuracy  of  fuch  calculations  with  the 
affection  of  our  Lord,  “  that  of  that 
day  and  that  hour  knoweth  no  man, 
no  not  the  Angels  which  are  in 
heaven,  neither  the  Son,  but  the 
Father  ?” 

“  Mr.  Gilpin’s  Expofition  of  the 
New  Teftament ;  intended  as  an  In-  * 
trodudfion  to  the  ftudy  of  the  Scrip¬ 
tures,  by  pointing  out  the  leading 
fenfe  and  connexion  of  the  Sacred 
Writings,”  is.  the  refult  of  many 
years  labour  and  attention,  and  is 
offered  to  the  world  with  a  degree  of 
modefty  and  diffidence,  that  very 
powerfully  recommend  it  to  the  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  the  reader.  This  work 
is  u  not  intended  as  a  fubftitute  to 
the  labours  of  the  many  learned 
men,  who  have  commented  on  the 
feripture ;  but  rather  as  an  intro- 
du diion  to  them.  It  is  meant  to  give 
in  a  ftiort  compafs,  a  general  idea  of 
what  the  commentator  difeuffes  at 
large  :  to  give  the  ferip  tyres  in  fuch 
a  drefs,  as  (the  author  humbly  fup- 
pofes)  they  might  have  appeared  in, 
if  they  had  been  written  originally 
in  Engliftv :  and  accommodated  to 
the  cuftoms,  idioms,  and  mode  of 
phrafeology  now  in  ufe/’  Such  is 
the  defign  of  the  author  ;  and  it  is 
1  bul 
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but  juft-ice  to  acknowledge,  that  he 
hath  executed  it  with  very  confidera- 
ble  fuecefs.  For,  notwithftanding 
that  he  may  iometimes  appear  to 
fpeak  too  much  in  the  language  of 
fyftematic  theology,  he  is,  in 
genera],  a  liberal  and  impartial  ex- 
pofitor,  and  offers  a  variety  of  perti¬ 
nent  obfervations,  and  ingenious 
criticifms,  which  deferve  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  biblical  fcholar.  Introduc¬ 
tory  to  this  work  Mr.  Gilpin  has 
given  a  general  preface,  which  in¬ 
cludes  a  view  of  the  date  of  the  world 
at  the  time  of  our  Saviour’s  ap¬ 
pearance  ;  the  moral  and  political 
character  of  the  Jews  ;  the  febts 
which  prevailed  among  them;  the 
effects  which  their  expectation  of  the 
Melliah  had  produced ;  the  difhufion 
of  the  Gofpel  beyond  the  confines  of 
Judea ;  the  dyle  of  the  Sacred 
Writings;  the  canon  of  Scripture; 
explanations  of  perfons  and  things 
which  frequently  occur  in  Scripture ; 
and  numerous  other  topics,  which 
will  be  found  of  ufe  in  illudrating 
the  language  of  the  Sacred  Books. 
This  general  preface  is  followed  by 
the  life  of  Jefus  Chrift,  drawn  from 
the  prophecies  of  the  Old  Teda- 
ment.  The  author  hath,  likewife, 
given  prefaces  to  each  of  the  Gofpels, 
to  the  a<ds  of  the  Apodles,  and  to  the 
Epidles,  including  fummaries  of 
their  contents,  and  accounts  of  their 
refpe^tive  writers,  with  illudrative 
notes  and  remarks. 

Dr.  Lort’s  “  Short  Commentary 
on  the  Lord’s  Prayer,”  was  publifhed 
by  him,  principally  with  a  view  to 
the  fupport  of  the  literal  meaning 
of  our  Lord’s  temptation,  and  of 
the  authenticity  of  the  concluding 
part,  or  the  doxology  of  the  prayer. 
In  purfuing  his  plan,  he  difcovers 
much  ingenuity  and  adroitnefs  in 
criticifm.  Whether  he  hath  written 
in  a  manner  to  produce  conviction, 
©v  not,  will  be  differently  contended 
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according *  to  the  different  views 
which  his  readers  may  entertain  of 
Chriftian  doctrine.  They  whole 
opinions  accord  with  the  articles  of 
our  eftablifhed  church,  will  be  led, 
as  well  from  his  principal  defign,  as 
from  the  collateral  fubjebts  which  he 
introduces,  to  place  him  on  their  lilt 
of  the  redoubtable  champions  of  the 
faith. 

Mr.  Cruttwell’s  u  Concordance 
of  Parallels,  collected  from  Bibles 
and  Commentaries  which  have  been 
published  in  Hebrew,  Latin,  French, 
Italian,  Spanilh,  Englifh,  and  other 
Languages,  with  the  Authorities  of 
each,”  is  a  work  which  will  be  found 
of  confiderable  ufe  to  the  biblical 
ftudent.  The  defign  of  it  is,  “  to 
collect  all  the  paffages  of  the  Old 
and  New  Teff aments,  fuppofed  to 
have  any  relation  to  each  other,  fo 
as  to  form  a  Concordance  of  Paral- 
lifms,  which  may  exhibit  in  one 
view  the  frequency  of  repetition  and 
variety  of  exprefiion  of  the  fame 
fubjeCl,  as  the  frequency  of  repeti¬ 
tion  and  ivariety  of  fituation  of  the 
fame  word  is  exhibited  in  ordinary 
Concordances ;  and  which  may 
ferve  as  a  Concordance  to  the  bible 
in  any  language.”  To  unwearied 
labour,  and  painful  accuracy,  a 
work  of  this  kind  muff  be  indebted 
for  any  fuperior  claims  which  it 
may  have  to  excellence.  Of  thefe 
requifites  the  author  appears  to  have 
been  po defied  in  an  uncommon  de¬ 
gree.  And  it  is  but  judice  to  fay  that 
he  has  executed  his  plan  in  a  manner 
that  renders  him  defervirig  of  the 
patronage  of  the  public. 

Among  the  publications  which 
have  appeared  in  defence  of  the 
authenticity  of  the  Sacred  Writings, 
the  mod:  honourable  rank  is  due  to 
“  Horae  Paulinae  ;  or,  the  Truth  of 
the  Scripture  Hiftory  of  St.  Paul 
evinced,  by  4  Companion  of  the 
Epiffles  which  bear  his  Name,  with 
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the  ACisof  the  Apoftles,  an  !  with  one 
another  ;  by  William  Faley,  M.  A. 
Archdeacon  of  CaFlifteT  The  au¬ 
thor  of  this  work  does  not  purfue 
the  beaten  track,  which  has  been  fo 
frequently  occupied  by  the  advocates 
for  revelation.  His  objeCt  is,  44  to 
bring  together,  from  the  aCts  of  the 
apoftles,  and  from  the  different 
epiftles,  fuch  p  silages  as  fu-rnifti  ex¬ 
amples  of  undefigned  coincidence.” 
He  has,  alfo,  44  fo  far  enlarged  upon 
this  plan,  as  to  take  into  it  fome 
circa  mft  an  oes  found  in  the  epi files, 
which  contributed  ftrength  to  the 
ccnclufion,  though  not  ftriCtly  ob¬ 
jects  of  comparifon.”  In  purfuing 
his  defign,  Mr.  Faley  conducts  his 
arguments  with  a  degree  of  candor 
and  liberality,  that  muff  have  a  very 
powerful  effect  on  the  open  and  un¬ 
prejudiced  mind.  He  does  not  re¬ 
quire  that  the  truth  of  any  part  of 
the  Apoftolic  Hiftory  fhould  be  taken 
lor  granted.  He  only  afks  for  the 
fame  credit  as  would  be  given  to 
writings  fuppofed  44  to  have  been 
lately  discovered  in  the  library  of  the 
Efcurial,  and  to  come  to  our  hands 
deftitute  of  any  extrin&c  or  collateral 
evidence  whatever.”  And  from  a 
fair  comparifon  of  faCts  and  circum- 
ftances,  which  eftablifh  an  evidence 
fuch  as  never  was  recurred  to  in  at¬ 
testing  falfehood,  he,  in  a  mafterly 
and  latisfadtory  manner,  draws  the 
conchifion,  that  the  perfons  and 
tranfadlions  fpoken  of  were  real,  the 
letters  authentic,  and  the  narration 
true.  This  work  is  diflinguifhed 
throughout  by  that  ingenuity,  acute- 
jiefs  of  inveftigation,  and  critical 
£ki!l  which  have  on  former  occafions, 
given  a  high  degree  of  reputation 
to  the  name  and  writings  of  Mr. 
Faley.  And  it  is  with  great  pleafure 
that,  in  the  volume  before  us,  we 
have  feen  thefe  talents  fo  fnccefs- 
iully  exerted  in  the  caufe  of  Chrif- 


44  The  Groundsand  Reafonsofthe 
truth  of  Chrilfianity,  by  way  of 
Queftion  and  Anfwer,  defigned  for 
the  ufe  of  the  Younger,  and  lefs  in- 
ftruCted  Chriftians,  by  the  late  Rev 
Mr.  Milway,”  will  be  found  to  be  a 
judicious  and  ufeful  performance, 
affording  a  comprefted,  but  per- 
fpfcuous  view  of  the  evidences  of 
Chrilfianity,  adapted  not  only  to 
the  capacities  of  young  perfons,  but 
for  the  convenience  and  information 
of  thofe  who  are  in  more  advanced 
periods  of  life.  It  is  to  the  honour 
of  Mr.  Miiway’s  memory,  that,  on 
fuch  a  fubjeCt,  he  hath  avoided  aM 
approaches  to  polemic  controverfy, 
and  given  fuch  a  view  of  the  Chrif- 
tian  doctrines,  as  all  liberal  minds, 
however  differing  in  opinion,  will 
acquiefce  in.  The  authors  from 
whom  he  has  derived  his  principal 
afliftance  are,  Grotiir,  Clarke, 
Lardner,  Chandler,  and  Grove. 

To  thofe  who  have  not  leifure  for 
perilling  larger  works,  the  44  EfTay 
on  the  Truth  and  Infpiration  of  the 
Holy  Scriptures,  by  D.  Taylor,” 
will  be  an  acceptable  and  ufeful  pre- 
fent.  The  author  does  not  enter  into 
a  full  examination  of  objections,  but 
offers  to  his  readers  a  fummary  of 
the  principal  arguments  in  favour  of 
the  fide  of  the  queftion  which  fee 
takes,  collected  from  different  au¬ 
thors,  and  arranged  with  judgment 
and  perfpicuity.  The  moft  orthodox 
believer  will  not  find  any  thing  in 
Mr.  Tavlor’s  View  of  the  DoCtrine  of 
of  Infpiration,  which  will  give  a 
fhock  to  his  prejudices. 

The  44  Letters  add  relied  to  the 
Apologift  for  the  Religion  of  Na¬ 
ture,”  are  the  productions  of  a  candid 
and  well  informed  mind,  anxious  to 
counteract  the  poifon,  to  individuals 
and  fociety,  conveyed  in  the  wild 
opinions  of  that  writer.  The  peti¬ 
tions  of  his  opponent  are  contefted 
bv  out  author  with  am  ability  and 

fkill 
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[kill  much  more  than  fufficient 
to  expofe  their  futility  and  ex¬ 
travagance  ;  and  his  labour  in, 
this  little  work,  will  meet  with 
acceptance  from  believers  in  the 
do6trine  of  a  future  ftate.  They 
may,  however,  except  again#  feme 
of  our  author's  conceffions  ;  and 
particularly  again#  what  he  fays  on 
the  infufficiency  of  the  natural 
arguments  for  the  immortality  of 
the  foul. 

The  u  Obfervations  on  the  Four 
Gofpels,  brewing  their  Defeats,  and 
how  far  thofe  Defers  together  with 
the  Writings  of  St.  Paul,  have  milled 
the  Compilers  of  our  Church  Ser¬ 
vice,  &c.”  contain  an  injudicious  and 
feeble  attempt  of  one  who  ftiles  him- 
fel  a  “  Friend  to  Truth,”  to  weaken 
the  evidence  in  favour  of  revelation. 
But  there  is  not  any  thing  fufficiently 
new  or  ftr iking  in  his  work,  to  ob¬ 
tain  for  it  any  great  fliare  of  com¬ 
mendation  from  the  mo#  fceptical 
mind.  It  is  fblely  employed  in 
enumerating  what  appear  to  the 
author  to  be  defects  or  inconfiftencies 
in  the  gofpels,.  the  acts  of  the  apof- 
tles,  and  the  epiftles ;  and  in  com¬ 
menting  on  the  Scripture  Hi# ary 
with  pertnefs,  which  he  miftakes  for 
wit.  The  friends  of  Chriftianity 
may  reft  allured,  that  their  religion 
has  nothing  to  dread  from  the  efforts 
of  fuch  foes. 

The  treatife  entitled  u  Theolo¬ 
gical  Tradts,  in  Verfe  and  Profe  ;  in 
which  it  is  tried  to  fhew  that  the 
Kingdom  of  Heaven  is  governed  by 
Men,  who  are  among  us  and  alive 
like  ourfelves,”  under  the  pretence 
of  removing  the  doubts  and  diffi¬ 
culties  fuggefted  to  the  free  enquirer 
into  the  divine  origin  of  Chrif¬ 
tianity,  contains  a  covert,  but  im¬ 
potent  attack  on  the  truth  of  that 
religion,  which  can  wear  the  ftiape 
of  argument  ony  to  the  eye  of  the 
ignorant  and  uninformed.  As  a 
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compofttion,  this  work  Js  entitled 
to  no  more  praife,  in  point  of 
method  and  perfpicuity,  than  it  is 
from  the  inlidious  intention  with 
which  it  was  penned. 

“  The  author  of  the  “  New 
Syftem  of  Religion,”  is  miftaken  in 
fuppoling  that  he  is  a  difeoverer  in 
the  regions  of  hypothetical  theology. 
The  crude  and  inconliffent  opinions 
which  he  advances,  may  all  be  traced 
into  the  exploded  dogmas  of  ancient 
polylheiffn.  As  far  as  our  readers 
deem  thofe  principles  fuperior  in 
wifdom  and  utility  to  the  principles 
of  the  Chriffian  Faith,  fo  far  will 
they  be  difpofed  to  concur  with  this 
author,  in  reviving  creeds,  which 
even  fober  heathenifm  had  rejected 
above  two  centuries  ago. 

“  The  world  proved  to  be  not 
Eternal,  nor  Mechanical,  but  the 
Creature  and  Subject  of  God,”  is  a 
compilation  of  arguments,  on  the 
fubjeH  expreffed  in  the  title,  from 
the  works  of  Sir  Ifaac  Newton, 
bifhop  Cumberl  nd,  and  Dr.  Keill. 
It  is  drawn  up  in  a  connected  and 
perfpiciiousform  ;  and  may  beufeful 
in  fortifying  young  minds  again# 
the  gloomy  and  comfortlefs  prin¬ 
ciples  of  atheifm. 

The  “  Remarks  on  the  Religious 
Sentiments  of  learned  Laymen,  &c.” 
are  intended  to  obviate  the  prejudice 
again#  Chriftianity,  frequently  at¬ 
tempted  to  be  inftilled  into  unin¬ 
formed  minds,  that  it  is  the  foie 
offspring  of  an  interefted  clergy, 
who  fupport  its  pretenfions  becaufe 
it  is  their  trade,  and  that  they  are 
paid  for  it.  To  prove  that  a  belief 
of  that  religion  is  not  inconliftent 
with  wifdom,  learning,  and  the  mobj 
extenfive  information,  the  author 
appeals  to  the  writings  of  fome  of 
the  moft  eminent  laymen  who  have 
adorned  this  country,  who  could  not 
be  prejudiced  by  intereft,  or  fecular 
confiderations  of  any  kind.  Among 

other 
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other  venerable  names  in  his  lift 
we  meet  with  thofe  of  ftr  Ifaae 
Newton,  Mr.  Boyle,  Mr.  Locke, 
ftr  Matthew  Hale,  Mr.  Addifon, 
Mr,  Nelfon,  lord  Lyttleton,  Mr. 
Weft,  and  Soame  Jenyns.  The  deftgn 
of  this  author  is  highly  commend¬ 
able  ,*  and  he  hath  executed  it  in  a 
plain,  difpaiiionate  manner,  calcu¬ 
lated  to  make  good  imprefiions  on 
minds  untainted  by  the  poifon  of 
incredulity. 

Mr.  White! y,  by  u  an  Effay  on  the 
following  Subject,  when  the  Fullnefs 
of  Time  was  come,  God  fent  forth 
his  Son,”  hath  gained  another  of 
the  annual  Norriftan  prizes,  from 
the  Uni  verb  ty  of  Cambridge.  In 
this  effay,  as  well  as  in  his  former 
fuccefsful  ones,  the  author  appears 
to  have  paid  a  clofe  and  judicious 
attention  to  the  fubieht  for  competi¬ 
tion,  and  to  have  arranged  his  argu¬ 
ments  with  a  degree  of  precifion  and 
elegance  that  ftrongly  recommend 
his  little  work.  His  readers,  how¬ 
ever,  will  not  expedft  to  meet  with 
any  thing  new,  on  "a  fubjedt  which 
hath  fo  frequently  employed  the 
pens  of  very  able  writers,  and  on 
which,  almoft  every  thing  that  can 
be  faid,  hath  already  been  faid,  and 
in  the  moft  forcible  manner. 

Dr.  Bell’s  u  Enquiry,  whether 
any  Doctrine  relating  to  the  Nature 
and  Effefts  of  the  Lord’s  Supper,  can 
be  juftly  founded  on  the  Difcourfe 
of  our  Lord,  recorded  in  the  ftxth 
chap,  of  the  Gofpel  of  St.  John,”  is 
publi filed  as  a  fupplement  to  his 
excellent  treatife  on  the  Authority, 
Nature,  and  Deftgn,  of  the  Inftitution 
of  Chrift,  commonly  called  the 
Communion,  and  the  Lord’s  Supper, 
of  which  we  exprelfed  our  opinion 
in  the  firft  volume  of  our  Periodical 
Labours.  The  fame  good  fenfe  and 
liberality,  and  clear  conception  of 
his  fubjedt,  are  difcernible  in  the 
prefent,  as  in  the  author’s  former 


publication.  His  commentary  and 
reafoning  appear  to  us  to  afford  fatis- 
facftory  proof,  that  the  difcourfe  of 
our  Lord  of  which  he  treats,  cannot 
be  fairly  interpreted  as  having  any 
relation  to  the  nature  or  effects  of 
the  Lord’s  Supper ;  and  that  the 
opinions  which  have  obtained  re- 
fpe<fting  this  rite,  afcribing  eternal 
life  to  the  reception  of  it,  are  utterly 
incompatible,  as  well  with  the  con¬ 
ditions  of  pardon  which  the  gofpel 
reveals,  as  the  moral  doctrines  which 
it  contains. 

The  intention  of  Mr.  Cornifh’s 
little  treatife  entitled  “  Evangelical 
Motives  to  Holinefs,  &c.”  is  to  fhow, 
that  a  belief  in  the  do6trines  of  Cal- 
vinifm  is  not  yet  inconfiftent  with  a 
zeal  for  holinefs ;  and  that  though 
the  Calvinift  cannot  rely  on  good 
works,  he  is  convinced  that  the 
practice  of  them  is  neceffary  to  ever- 
lafting  happinefs.  There  is  not 
much  reafon  to  apprehend  that  the 
operation  of  fpeculative  principles 
can  indifpofe  any  perfon  to  yield  to 
the  obligations  of  morality,  who  is 
willing  to  fubfcribe  to  what  our  au¬ 
thor  affirms. 

Mr.  Golledge  in  his  “  Free 
Thoughts  on  the  Death  threatened 
to  Adam,  m  cafe  of  Difobedience, 
&c.”  enters  his  zealous  proteft 
againft  the  dodtrines  of  original  xin 
and  predeftination,  as  not  only  in¬ 
confiftent  with  the  genuine  dictates 
of  reafon,  but  repugnant  to  the  clear 
fenfe  and  language  of  fcripture.  In 
the  arguments  which  he  ufes,  he  is 
plain,  but  forcible  ;  and  in  his  ap¬ 
peals  to  the  hearts  of  his  readers, 
againft  the  enormity  of  fuch  doc¬ 
trines,  he  affords  favourable  proof 
of  the  juftnefs  of  his  feelings  as  a 
man,  and  of  a  becoming  and  lauda¬ 
ble  concern  for  vindicating  the 
honour  of  the  Deity. 

The  u  Vindication  of  fpeaking 
openly  in  favour  of  important  Reft- 
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r  glous  Truths,  efpecially  thofe  re- 
ii  fpedting  the  Divine  Unity,”  appears 
i  to  have  been  written  from  the  belt 
i  of  motives,  and  contains  advice 
worthy  the  attention  of  perfons  of 
j  very  oppofite  religious  fentiments. 

They,  efpecially,  who  deem  great 
5  caution  and  prudence  to  be  neceftary 
when  expreffing  their  oppofition  to 
:  commonly  received  opinions,  will 
meet  with  fome  things  in  it  which 
i  deferve  their  ferious  confideration. 

In  our  account  of  the  Domeftic 
,  Literature  of  the  year  1788,  we 
1  announced  the  publication  of  Mr. 

,  Lindfey’s  “  Vindicise  Prieftleianae,” 

1  addrefied  to  the  ft  u  dents  of  our  Eng- 
lifti  univerfities,  in  vindication  of 
Dr.  Prieftley’s  theological  and  meta- 
phyficai  writings.  During  the  prefent 
year,  the  fame  author  has  publifhed 
“  a  Second  Addrefs  to  the  Students 
of  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  relating 
to  Jefus  Chrift,  and  the  origin  of 
the  great  Errors  concerning  him, 
&c.”  This  volume  is  divided  into 
three  chapters.  In  the  firft,  the 
author  examines  the  different  pafiages 
jn  each  of  the  evangelifts,  and  in 
tfte  atfts  of  the  apoftles,  relating  to 
the  perfon  and  character  of  Jefus 
Chrift ;  and  deduces  various  corol¬ 
laries  from  them  in  favour  of  the 
'Unitarian  doHrine.  The  objedt  of 
the  fecond  book  is  to  fliew,  how  the 
conception  of  this  dodtrine  was  in¬ 
troduced  into  Chriftianity  by  Juftin 
Martyr,  from  whom  it  defcended 
to  Irenseus,  Clemens  Alexandrinus, 
Tertullian,  and  Eulebius,  in  whofe 
hands  it  gradually  received  that  form 
under  which  it  at  this  day  appears 
in  the  creeds  of  the  orthodox  world. 
The  laft  chapter  contains  a  catalogue 
of  thofe  falfe  readings  of  fcripture, 
which  have  arifen,  either  from  de- 
fign  or  the  miffakes  of  different 
copyiffs,  and  of  thofe  miffranllations, 
in  our  common  verfion,  which 
countenance  the  do&rine  of  the 
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Trinity,  and  of  the  divinity  of 
Chrift.  In  this  work,  the  refpedfable 
and  worthy  author  difcovers  that  de¬ 
gree  of  learning  and  candour,  w  hich 
entitles  him  to  the  cool  and  deliberate 
attention  of  thofe  who  are  engaged 
in  the  controverfy  refpedting  the 
perfon  of  Chrift.  At  the  fame  time 
it  ftiould  be  remarked,  that  he  is  not 
deficient  in  zeal  for  what  he  deems 
to  be  the  caufe  of  truth.  But  it  is  a 
zeal  tempered  by  the  mild  and  gentle 
fpirit  of  the  gofpel. 

Much  of  the  fame  fpirit  appears 
in  another  work,  entitled  u  the 
Divinity  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift 
demonftrated  from  the  Holy  Scrip¬ 
tures,  and  from  the  Docftrine  of  the 
Primitive  Church ;  in  a  Series  of 
Letters  addreffed  to  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Jofeph  Prieftley,  in  Anfwer  to  his 
Letters  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Geddes,  bv 
the  Rev.  James  Barnard.”  The 
plan  of  this  author  is  divided  into 
four  parts.  In  the  firft  he  endeavours 
to  prove,  that  the  dofrrine  of  the 
Divinity  of  Chrift  is  deducibie  from 
the  concurrent  language  of  the  Old 
and  New  Teftaments  ;  and  that  it 
generally  obtained  among  the  Fa¬ 
thers  of  the  four  firft  centuries.  In 
the  fecond  part  Mr.  Barnard  adverts 
to  the  prefcriptive  argument  of  Dr. 
Geddes,  the  decifion  of  the  council 
of  Nice;  the  importance  of  which 
he  endeavours  to  fupport,  againft 
the  attack  of  Dr.  Prieftley,  by  ad¬ 
ditional  reafonings.  His  objedt,  in 
the  third  part,  is  to  lhew,  that  the 
Ebionites  were  confidered  as  heretics 
in  the  early  ages  of  Chriftianity; 
and  that  an  appeal  cannot,  with  any 
force,  be  made  to  their  teftimony 
in  favour  of  any  particular  opinion. 
In  the  fourth  part  he  treats  of  the 
faith  of  the  primitive  church,  and 
attempts  to  prove  that  it  was  not 
Unitarian,  but  Trinitarian.  Al¬ 
though  We  do  not  perceive  the  con- 
clufivenefs  of  Mr.  Barnard  s  xea- 
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foning,  and  may  fufpedt  the  accuracy 
of  His  acquaintance  withEcclefiaftical 
Hiftory,  we  are,  never  the!  efs,  di.f- 
pofed  to  beftcw  due  praife  upon 
him,  for  the  evident  good  intention, 
as  well  as  the  marks  of  labour  and 
diligence  which  appear  throughout 
his  publication.  And  we  cannot 
b.ut  add,  that  his  arguments  lofe  no 
weight  from  the  temper  with  which 
they  are  conducted.  Were  polemics 
in  general  to  write  under  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  a  fimilar  fpirit,  the  reading 
of  controverfial  works,  inftead  of 
exciting  the  angry  and  malignant 
paffions,  would  have  a  happy  effedt, 
in  producing  that  mutual  forbear¬ 
ance  and  Chriftian  good  will,  with¬ 
out  which  religion  and  zeal  are  only 
other  names  for  fuperftition  and 
bigotry. 

Dr.  Horfley  hath  republifhed  his 
44  Tradts  in  Controverfy  with  Dr. 
Prieftley,  upon  the  Hiftorical  Ques¬ 
tion  of  the  belief  of  the  Firft  Ages  in 
our  Lord’s  Divinity  ;  with  a  large 
addition  of  Notes',  and  Supplemental 
Difquifitions.”  The  avowed  defign 
of  this  republication  is,  “  to  deftroy 
Dr.  Prieftley's  credit,  and  the  au¬ 
thority  of  his  name ;  which  the 
fame  of  certain  lucky  difcoveries  in 
the  profecution  of  phvfical  experi¬ 
ments  had  fet  high  in  public  efteem, 
by  proof  of  his  incompetency  in 
every  branch  of  literature  connected 
with  his  prefent  fubjedt.”  Such  are 
the  words  of  Dr.  Horfley.  The 
fubjedts  of  the  fupplemental  difquifi¬ 
tions  are,  thephrafe,  “coming  in  the 
fleih,”  as  ufed  by  St.  Polycarp  in  his 
Epiftle  to  the  Philippians ;  Tertul- 
lian’s  teftimony  againft  the  Uni¬ 
tarians,  and  his  ufe  of  the  word 
Jdiota ;  what  is  found  relating  to  the 
Ebionitesinthe  writings  of  Iren3eus  in 
confutation  of  an  argument  advanced 
by  Dr.  Prieftley  in  favour  of  the  Ebio- 
nites  the  Sentiments  of  the  fathers, 
and  others  concerning  the  eternal 


generation  of  the  fon,  in  the  neceflary 
energies  of  the  paternal  intellect  5* 
Origen’s  want  of  veracity  ;  and  St. 
Jeromes  orthodox  Hebrew  Chriftians. 
That  Dr.  Horfley  has  difplayed  much 
learning  and  ability  in  thefe  dif¬ 
quifitions,  will  not  be  doubted  by  thofe 
who  have  attended  to  the  progrefs 
of  the  controverfy  between  him  and 
Dr.  Prieftley.  We  have,  on  different 
occaftons,  expreffed  our  opinion 
very  freely  on  the  fubjedts  in  difpute 
between  them ;  and  have  as  freely 
cenfured,  in  their  refpedtive  writings, 
whatever  might  be  conftrued  into 
acrimonious  contempt,  or  perfonal 
animofity.  We  are  forry  to  obferve, 
that  the  learned  prelate,  in  taking 
leave  of  his  opponent,  fhould  have 
been  fo  far  influenced  bv  the  heat 
of  deputation,  as,  on  thefe  grounds, 
to  have  frequently  laid  himfelf  open 
to  fevere  animadverfton.  Whether 
Chrift  be  God,  or  man,  and  whether 
the  fentiments  of  the  early  fathers 
were  in  favour  of  the  one  propofi- 
tion,  or  the  other,  are  queftions, 
Purely,  which  ought  to  be  difcuffed 
with  ealmnefs  and  temper,  even 
when  ignorance  or  diiingenuity 
aftume  a  part  in  the  debate.  It  is 
to  ealmnefs  and  temper,  joined  as 
neceflary  auxiliaries  to  learning  and 
judgment,  that  we  muft  look  for  the 
termination  of  this  controverfy. 

Dr.  Prieftley’s  “  Defences  of  Uni- 
tarianifm  for  the  Years  1788  and 
1789,”  contain  letters  to  Dr.  Horfley, 
lord  bifhop  of  St.  David’s,  to  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Barnard,  the  author  of 
the  laft  mentioned  article,  the  Rev, 
Dr.  Knowles,  and  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Hawkins,  on  the  fubjedi  of  their 
different  attacks  of  his  theological 
writings.  The  principal  attention 
of  Dr.  Prieftley  in  this  collect  ion  of 
periodical  replies  to  antagonifts  is 
directed  to  Dr.  Horfley,  and  is  em¬ 
ployed  in  an  ingenious  and  fpirited 
defence  of  his  own  character  and 
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•  credit,  as  well  as  a  farther  vindication 
I  of  what  he  had  urged  relating  to 
the  opinions  and  language  of  the 
fathers,  before  the  council  of  Nice. 
In  his  anfwer  to  his  other  opponents, 
he  maintains  his  ufual  char  after  for 
acutenefs  and  critical  Ikill;  and 
addrefies  to  them  many  confidera- 
tions  which  ,  are  worthy  of  their 
ferious  notice.  What  is  faid  to  Mr. 
Hawkins,  in  particular,  on  the  fub- 
je£t  of  a  threefold  diftinflion  in  the 
divine  nature,  is  rather  out  of  the 
beaten  track  ©f  controverfy  ;  as  well 
as  the  obfervations  on  the  different 
fenfes  in  which  a  fubfcription  to  the 
thirty-nine  articles  has  been  vindi¬ 
cated,  by  divines  of  the  church  of 
England. 

The  a  Letters  to  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Priefiley,  on  the  Infallibility  of  the 
Apoflolic  Teftimony,  concerning 
the  perfon  of  Chrift,  by  the  Rev. 
Edward  Burn,”  are  written  with 
more  fpirit  than  liberality  ;  and  are 
employed  rather  in  a  declamatory 
crimination  of  that  dreaded  arch¬ 
heretic,  than  in  calm  argumentative 
difcuflion.  Among  other  charges 
brought  againfl  the  dobtor,  Mr. 
Burn  accufes  him  of  aflerting  the 
reafon  of  the  individual  to  be  the 
foie  umpire  in  matters  of  faith,  of 
attempting  to  invalidate  the  teili- 
mony  of  the  apoflles,  and  to  dif- 
credit  the  proof  drawn  from  it.  He, 
iikewife,  condemns  his  fentiments, 
as  big  with  every  mifchief,  as  un¬ 
favourable  to  the  interelts  of  focietv, 
and  as  attacking  the  very  bafts  of 
moral  obligation. 

Under  fuch  charges  it  was  not  to 
be  fuppofed  that  Dr.  Priefiley  would 
long  remain  filent.  Accordingly, 
he  foon  produced  his  defence  in 
“  Letters  to  the  Rev.  Edward  Burn, 
of  St.  Mary’s  Chapel,  Birmingham, 
in  Anfwer  to  his  Letters,  &c.”  In 
this  work  the  author  fatisfattorily 


vindicates  his  fentiments  againfl  the 
attack  of  his  opponent ;  and  bellows 
on  him,  at  the  fame  time,  a  proper 
fhare  of  caftigation,  for  the  temerity 
with  which  he  had  attributed  to 
them  confequences,  totally  inadmlffi- 
ble  on  the  footing  of  a  liberal  and 
fair  conftnibtion. 

Mr.  Burn,  in  his  «  Letter  to  Dr. 
Priefiley,  in  Vindication  of  thofe 
already  addrefted  to  him,  &cf’  en¬ 
deavours  to  fupport  the  charges  which 
he  had  formerly  made,  and  com- 
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plains  heavily  of  Dr.  Priefiley,  as  an 
unfair  and  artful  difputant.  We 
will  leave  it  to  the  readers  of  thefe 
publications  to  determine,  how  far 
the  refpebtive  combatants  have  be¬ 
haved  according  to  the  laws  of  war 
and  only  obferve,  with  refpecl  to 
the  work  before  us,  that  the  author’s 
logical  powers  do  not  appear  to 
greater  advantage  than  in  his  former 
Letters. 

The  “  Obfervations  on  the  Mira¬ 
culous  Conception  of  our  Saviour* 
with  a  particular  View  to  the  Ex¬ 
ceptions  of  Dr.  Priefiley  on  the  Sub¬ 
ject,”  by  N.  Nifoett,  M.  A.  air 
deferving  of  commendation,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  ability  with  which  they 
are  written,  as  well  as  the  fpirit  of 
genuine  candor  which  they  difcover. 
Mr.  Nifbett  appears  to  be  a  fincere 
enquirer  after  truth,  who,  confcious, 
of  his  own  uprightnefs  of  intention* 
dares  not  arraign  the  integrity  of 
others,  and  is  difpofed  to  make 
every  liberal  conceflion  which  a 
fupreme  regard  to  the  interefl  of 
truth  will  permit.  With  fuck  dif- 
pofitions  he  appears  to  have  entered 
on  the  examination  of  Dr„  Prieftley’s 
objections  to  the  dobtrine  of  the 
miraculous  conception,  which  he 
confiders  under  the  heads  of  natural 
probability,  internal  evidence,  and 
external  teftimony.  Thefe  topics 
he  difcuftes  at  large,  with  an  inti¬ 
mate 


[r92]  DOMESTIC 

mate  knowledge  of  his  fubjedf,  and 
without  omitting  any  important 
arguments  in  favour  of  it.  W e  will 
not  take  upon,  ourfelves  to  determine 
how  far  this  work  decides  the  quef- 
tion  in  debate  ;  but  we  will  venture 
to  affert,  that  it  well  defer ves  the 
perufal  and  attention  of  the  friends 
of  truth. 

Of  a  very  different  complexion 
from  any  of  the  publications  which 
we  have  yet  noticed  are,  the  u  Stric¬ 
tures  upon  Primitive  Chriftianity, 
by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Knowles,  Preben¬ 
dary  of  Ely ;  as  alfo  upon  the 
Theological  and  Polemical  Writings 
of  the  Right  Rev.  the  Lord  Bifhop 
of  St.  David’s,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Prieflley, 
and  the  late  Rev.  Mr.  Badcock  ;  by 
Edward  Hamilton,  Efq.pt.  i.”  This 
curious  and  paradoxical  writer,  dif- 
damblg  the  trammels  of  ancient  or 
modern  controverhalifts,  and  deem¬ 
ing  all  their  fyflems  to  be  very  re¬ 
mote  from  truth,  boldly  announces  a 
new  hypothecs,  which  he  undertakes 
to  fupport  in  theprefent,  and  in  feme 
future  publications.  The  fubflance 
of  what  he  advances  is  this,  that  the 
religion  of  Jefus  is  true,  but  that  the 
books  in  which  that  religion  is  re¬ 
corded  are  fpurious.  This  hypotheiis 
-he  defends  by  a  number  of  novel  and 
hardy  affertions,  which,  unfortu¬ 
nately,  hand  in  need  of  much  argu¬ 
ment  and  proof  themfelves.  For 
the  information  of  thofe  who  may 
wifh  to  be  apprized  of  what  nature 
his  afiertionsTre,  we  would  juft  ob~ 
ferve,  that  he  contends  that  the 
Ebionites  denied  that  jefus  was  the 
Mefiiah ;  that  «  Chriftianity  itfelf 
is  only  a  fophiftication  of  the  reli¬ 
gion  of  Chrift  and  that  he  pro¬ 
nounces  indiferiminate  fentence 
again  ft  the  authenticity  of  all  the 
ChrilUrn  fathers  before  Tertuiiian, 
and  even  of  the  evangelifts  them¬ 
felves,  at  the  fame  time  that  he  con- 
fetlesthat  he  has  not  read  the  fathers. 
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and  that  his  foie  knowledge  of  thefta 
is  derived  from  modern  writers. 

“  The  Unitarian,  Arian,  and 
Trinitarian  Opinions  refpedfing 
Chrift,  examined  and  tried  by  Scrip¬ 
ture  Evidence  alone,  bv  W.  Afh- 
downe,”  is  a  publication  which  does 
not  come  recommended  by  any 
fuperior  merits,  either  as  a  compofi- 
tion  or  a  polemic  treatife.  The  de- 
fign  of  the  author  is  to  determine  in 
what  fenfe  the  Jews,  and  particularly 
the  difciples  of  Chrift,  conftdered 
him  to  be  the  fon  of  God.  This  he 
does  by  Rating  and  comparing  the 
principal  paffages  in  the  New  Tefta- 
ment,  which  are  applied  by  the 
different  controverfialifts  in  fupport 
of  their  refpeftive  opinions.  Our 
author’s  principles  are  Unitarian. 

Mr.  Porfon’s  “  Letters  to  Mr. 
Archdeacon  Travis,  in  Anfwer  to 
his  Defence  of  the  Three  Heavenly 
Witneffes,”  compofe  one  of  the  molt 
mafterly  publications,  on  a  polemical 
fubject,  which  have  appeared  fince 
the  days  of  Bentley.  There  is  not 
a  point  relative  to  this  celebrated 
queftion,  which  has  been  overlooked 
by  him ;  not  an  authority,  the  im¬ 
portance  and  merits  of  which  he  has 
not  appreciated  with  unqueftionable 
judgment  and  fkill ;  not  a  criticifm 
which  he  has  not  weighed  in  the 
feales  of  folid  learning  and  tafte  ; 
not  an  inflame  of  unfair  quotation, 
or  of  inconclufive  reafoning,  which 
he  has  not  detected  and  expofed. 
We  cannot,  however,  approve  of 
the  acrimonious  language  and  pointed 
raillery,  in  which  he  indulges  him- 
felf  againfl  his  opponent.  He  has 
fcourged  him  moft  unmercifully ; 
notwithftanding  the  felf  importance 
and  faife  parade  of  learning,  and 
appearances  of  fraud  and  difin- 
genuity,  which  might  feexn  to  call 
for  a  fevere  chaflifement.  But  with 
refpetl  to  the  queflion  in  difpute  be¬ 
tween  them,  Mr.  Porfon’s  publica¬ 
tion 


DOMESTIC  LITERATURE.  [193J 


tion  hath  effedually  put  an  end  to 
difcuffion,  if  clear  and  irrefragable1 
demonRration  is  to  determine. 

In  our  laR  Annual  RegiRer  we 
fpake,  with  much  approbation,  of  a 
treatife  entitled  44  Hints,  fubmitted 
to  the  fe’-ious  Confideration  of  the 
Clergy,  Nobility,  and  Gentry  newly 
affociated  ;  by  a  Layman.”  This 
publication,  among  other  articles, 
recommended  a  revifal  of  the  public 
fervice  and  dodrines  of  our  eRa- 
blifhed  church,  that  fuch  alterations 
might  be  introduced,  as  fliould  re¬ 
move  the  objections  to  conformity, 
which  under  the  prefent  conflitution, 
exclude  many  confcientious  and  good 
men  from  her  communion.  The 
prefent  year  hath  brought  forth  44  an 
Apology  for  the  Liturgy  and  Clergy 
of  the  Church  of  England,”  in  an- 
fwer  to  that  pamphlet,  by  a  clergy¬ 
man.  The  author  of  this  work  is 
pofiefied  of  much  Ikill  and  dexterity; 
and  reforts  to  molt  of  the  plaulible 
arguments  that  can  be  advanced,  for 
retaining  our  liturgy  in  the  Rate  in 
which  it  was  left  by  the  early  re- 
:  formers  from  popery.  But  his  oppo¬ 
nent,  befide  polfeffing  fuperior 
f  knowledge  and  ability,  Rood  upon 
!  firmer  and  more  tenable  ground. 

!  He  argued  on  the  fuppofition  of 
[  human  fallibility,  and  of  the  pro- 
!  greffive  manner  in  which  know¬ 
ledge  and  improvement  muR  take 
;  place  among  mankind.  The  prefent 
I  author,  if  true  to  his  principles,  muR 
|  objedt  to  both  thefe  fuppofitions,  or 
|  give  up  his  caufe.  We  were  alfo 
I  forry  to  fee,  that  he  could  fome- 
!  times  defcend  to  brandifii  the  worR 
|  weapons  of  controverfy,  petulance, 
farcafms,  and  illiberal  fneers. 

On  the  fame  fide  of  the  quefiion 
l  hath  appeared  44  a  Vindication  of 
j  the  Dodrines  and  Liturgy  of  the 
■  Chuych  of  England,  in  Anfwer  to 
|  -a  Pamphlet  entitled  Hints ,  &c.  and 
i  other  Publications  of  a  fimilar  ten- 
1790. 


dency.”  The  author  of  this  work, 
likewife  Reps  beyond  the  bounds 
which  prudence  would  prefer  ibe ;  and 
forfeits  all  claim  to  rank  with  thole 
liberal  and  enlightened  churchmen, 
who  are  the  beR  friends  to  the 
eRablifnment.  He  thinks  that  there 
are  no  parts  of  the  liturgy  and 
doCtrines  cf  the  church,  to  which  a 
candid  perfon  can  reafonably  objeCt  - 
and  that  it  would  be  great  temerity 
to  attempt  an  alteration.  He  alfo 
engages  in  the  herculean  talk  of 
proving  the  Athanafian  creed  to  be 
orthodox,  by  adducing  paffages  from 
the  early  fathers,  and  from  (crip- 
ture,  which  in  his  opinion,  abun¬ 
dantly  illuftrate  every  diRindclauie 
of  that  wonderful  compofition.  How 
much  foever  we  may  admire  the  zeal 
and  faith  of  this  writer,  we  cannot 
congratulate  him  on  the  great  fu-ccdi 
of  his  polemical  talents. 

The  44  ConfiderationS  on  the  Ex¬ 
pediency  of  reviling  the  Liturgy  and 
Articles  of  the  Church  of  England, 
by  a  ConfiRe'nt  Proteftant,”  were 
written  in  reply  to  the  two  laft  men¬ 
tioned  publications,  and  contain  a 
number  of  weighty  and  pertinent 
obfervations,  which  deferve  the 
ferious  attention  of  all  well  wi fliers 
to  our  national  eRablifnment.  We 
were  particularly  Rruck  with  his  re¬ 
marks  on  innovations  in  general ; 
on  the  influence  which  a  revifal  may 
be  fuppafed  to  have  on  the  morals  of 
men ;  on  the  light  which  the  im¬ 
proved  Rate  of  learning  may  be 
fuppofed  to  caft  on  the  dodrines  of 
revelation  ;  011  the  greater  ,  danger 
to  be  apprehended  to  an  eRablifh- 
ment  from  the  obRinacy  of  its  mem¬ 
bers,  than  from  a  fpirit  of  innova¬ 
tion  in  fedaries;  and  on  the  iimple 
and  eafy  plan  of  reform  which  he 
would  recommend.  But  for  our 
author’s  fentiments  on  thefe,  and 
many  collateral  fubjeds,  which  are 
highly  interefting  as  well  as  impor- 
N  taut, 
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tanf,  we  nn; ft  refer  onr  readers  to 
the  work  itfelf,  alluring  them,  that 
they  will  find  it  written  with  manly 
freedom  and  liberality,  and  true 
C  hr  iff  ian  ferioufnefs.  Thefe  con* 
fiderations  have  been  thought  to 
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proceed  from  the  pen  of  a  perfon 
eminent  for  his  learning,  as  well  as 
the  high  rank  which  he  fuftains  in 
the  church.  Whether  the  furmizes 
be  well  founded,  we  will  not  take 


was  inftigated  by  perfon  al  anf* 
mofity. 

The  44  Obfervations  on  the  Ho¬ 
milies  of  the  Church  of  England,  in 
a  Series  of  Letters,”  are  employed 
in  pointing  out  numerous  contradic¬ 
tions  and  improprieties  in  them, 
which  render  it  highly  abfurd  that 
they  fhould  be  retained  ;  or  which, 
at  leaf!,  loudly  call  for  a  revifal,  and 
neceffarv  alterations.  It  is  true, 


Upon'  ourfclves  to  fay  ;  but  we  run 
no  hazard  in  averting,  that  they  have 
been  fuggefled  by  a  zealous  friend  to 
the  Church  of  England,  who  is 
anxious  for  its  real  honour ;  and 
who,  with  a  truly  political  as  well  as 
Chriflian  feint,  wifhes  to  remove 
every  impediment  which  prevents 
the  extenfion  of  its  boundaries. 

Several  queftions  of  a  fimilar  na¬ 
ture  have  been  difcuffed  in  another 
publication,  entitled  44  an  Addrefs 
to  the  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel 
Horfley,  Bifhop  of  St.  David’s,  on 
the  Subject  of  an  Apology  for  the 
Liturgy  and  Clergy  of  the  Church 
of  England ;  by  Gilbert  Wake- 
field,  B.  A.  and  late  Fellow  of  Jefus 
College,  Cambridpe.”  This  ad- 
.drefs  abounds  in  acute  and  fenfible 
obfervations,  and  affords  ftriking 
evidence  of  the  author's  learning, 
and  vigorous  argumentative  powers. 
It  is  likewife,  occafionally,  rendered 
entertaining  by  efforts  of  pleafantry 
and  good  humour.  But  it  gives  us 
pain  to  add,  that  in  reading  it,  we 
met  with  occafions  to  wifh  that  the 
author  had  not  fo  frequently  dipped 
his  pen  in  gall.  He  hath  exercifed  his 
44  critical  whip”  with  fomuch  merci- 
lefs  fe verity,  that  the  minds  of  the 
IpeCfators  are  in  danger  of  being 
difgnffed  at  the  fcene.  Such  in- 
judicious  violence  may  prejudice  the 
author’s  c.aufe,  and  lead  men  to 
fufpeft,  that  inftead  of  being  called 
to  (he  conteff  by  a  iovq  of  truth,  he 


that  thefe  homilies  are  not  at  prefect 

read  in  our  churches.  But  every 

* 

clergyman  is  obliged  to  fubfcribe  to 
his  belief  of  their  containing  44  Godly 
and  wholefome  DoHrine,”  and  that 
they  44  are  neceffary  for  thefe  times.” 
To  a  confcientious  mind  fuch  a  futv 
fcription  muff  be  a  fevere  and  pain¬ 
ful  talk  :  efpec.ially  as  the  governors 
of  the  church  have  differed  them  to 
fall  into  difufe,  from  a  conviction  of 
their  being  inconfiffent  with  the 
prefent  ffate  of  manners,  and  a 
proper  regard  to  decorum.  The 
obfervations  before  us,  are  written 
in  a  plain,  but  forcible  manner ; 
and  will  contribue,  we  hope,  with 
other  publications  of  a  fimilar  na¬ 
ture,  to  haften  that  ffate  of  improve¬ 
ment  which  is  the  defire  of  all  liberal 
and  enlarged  minds. 

The  44  Enquiry  into  the  Nature 
of  Subfcription  to  the  Thirty-Nine 
Articles,  &c.  by  G.  Dyer,  A.  B.  late 
of  Emanuel  College,  Cambridge,” 
is  a  fenfible  and  well  written  treatife, 
which  deferves  a  repeated  and  ferious 
perufaL  The  queftions  which  the 
author  undertakes  to  folve  are,  how 
far  fubfcription  is  confident  with 
the  natural  rights  of  mankind?  how 
far  it  is  confiffent  with  the  powers  ot 
the  human  mind  ?  how  far  it  is  con¬ 
fident  with  the  principles  of  the 
Britiffi  Conffitution  ?  and  how  far 
it  is  confiffent  with  the  doHrines 
and  precepts  of  Chriffianity  r  On 

each  of  thefe  lubjects  Mr.  Dyer  de- 

•  eid«si 
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i  cidcs  a  gain  ft  the  continuance  of 
I  lubfcription  ;  and  proves  Iiimfelf  a 
j  zealous  advocate  for  a  church  re- 
:  form.  Although,  in  feme  inftances, 
l  \v.e  ftnd  ourielves  obliged  to  diftent 

o 

in  opinion  from  this  author,  yet,  on 
;  the  whole,  we  cannot  but  commend 
:  his  work,  as  containing  many  im- 

■  portant  and  valuable  obfervations, 

■  which  appear  to  have  been  dictated 
f  by  a  genuine  love  of  truth,  and 
:  ftrong  feelings  of  benevolence. 

The  author  of  the  u  Elfavs,  meant 

Iv  J 

as  an  Offering  in  Support  of  Rational 
!  Religion,  &c.”  poftelfesan  inquifttive, 
and  at  the  fame  time  a  ferious  and 
!  liberal  mind.  In  the  year  1779  he 
-publiftied  a  fmall  volume  of  u  Hints 
and  Eflays,”  with  a  view  to  con¬ 
trovert  fome  of  the  doctrines  of 
calvinifrn.  At  the  time  of  writing 
thofe  Hints.,  he  appears  to  have 
entertained  the  Arian  notion  reflec¬ 
ting  the  perfon  of  Chrift,  and  to 
have  been  a  zealous  advocate  for  the 
doctrine  of  phiiofophical  liberty. 
The  prefent  publication,  however, 
proclaims  him,  on  both  thefe  topics, 
a  difciple  of  the  Prieftleian  fchooj, 
and  it  contains  a  frank  and  candid 
account  of  the  progreflive  alteration 
in  his  opinions;  with  the  reafons 
which  determined  that  alteration. 
But  the  author  has  not  confined  him- 
fejf  to  thefe  fubjetfts.  He  has  addea 
-effays,  on  punifliment,  on  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  God,  and  on  Faith,  in 
which  his  defign  is,  to  inculcate  juft 
■  and  honourable  ideas  of  the  absolute 
and  perfedf  benevolence  of  the  Deity, 
and  of  his  ail  comprehending  provi¬ 
dence.  We  have  read  this  little 
-work  with  pieafure  and  with  im¬ 
provement,  notwithstanding  that  we 
are  not  always  converts  to  the  au¬ 
thor’s  opinions. 

The  “  Proteftant  Catechifm,  for 
the  Ufe  of  Young  Perfons,  originally 
publi filed  in  French,  and  Tranflated 
by  S.  Catlow,”  i*  drawn  up  in  a 


plain  and  perfpicuous  manner,  and 
defer  ves  the  encouragement  of 
parents,  and  inftrudtors  of  young 
people.  What  chiefly  recommends 
it  to  us  is,  that  inftead  of  being  em- 
ployed  in  inculcating  any  particular 
fyftem  of  opinions,  its  objects  are, 
to  lay  down  a  general  view  of  the 
contents  of  the  fcriptures,  and  of 
the  hiftory  of  religion,  and  to  iiluf- 
trace  thole  religious  and  moral  topics, 
which  are  adapted  to  the  under- 
ftanding  and  the  improvement  of 
the  riling  generation. 

The  treatile  entitled  u  an  En¬ 
quiry  into  the  Moral  and  Political 
Tendency  of  the  Religion  called 
Roman  Catholic,”  is  a  fenfible  and 
well  written  performance,  in  which 
the  author  attempts  to  vindicate  the 
principles  of  the  Catholics  from  the 
moral  and  political  objections  which 
have  been  urged  againft  them  by 
Eaglifn  Proteftants,  and  to  eftablifh 
their  right  to  the  free  and  fecure 
pofleffion  of  unlimited  toleration. 
In  the  former  part  of  his  defign,  the 
author  reafons  with  great  ingenuity  ; 
but  we  cannot  add,  to  our  perfect 
conviction.  Notwithftanding  his  re- 
criminations  on  proteftant  churches, 
lor  which  we  acknowledge  there  is 
too  much  ground;  notwithftanding 
his  able  diftinciion  of  the  faith  of 
Rome,  “  from  the  policy  of  Rome, 
from  the  fancies  of  her  fchoolmen,  or 
the  adulation  of  her  canonifts,”  {till 
we  think,  that  the  principles  of  the 
Catholics  may  be  arraigned  as  un¬ 
friendly  to  the  progrefs  of  light  and 
knowledge  in  the  mind.  We  are 
ready,  nevertheiefs,  to  acknowledge, 
that  our  Catholic  brethren  have  been 
expoledto  much  unmerited  calumny  ; 
and  that  it  is  the  extreme  of  injuftice 
to  attribute  to  them  the  fame  views 
and  difpofitions  as  prevailed  in  the 
dark  and  bigotted  ages,  when  the 
principles  of  toleration  were  little 
underuood  in  any  communion.  And 
Ar  2  we 
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are  happy,  that  the  time  feems  to  be 
approaching,  when  no  degree  of 
obloquy  fhall  be  attached  to  any 
religious  profeffion  or  opinions. 
With,  refpedt  to  the  latter  part  of 
our  author’s  plan,  we  perfectly  con¬ 
cur  with  him  in  his  fair  and  manly 
reasoning.  For  we  think  that  no 
hate  of  fociety  can  be  defended,  in 
which  fubjedts  of  any  defcription, 
who  have  not  committed  crimes,  are 
abridged  of  any  of  their  religious  or 
civil  rights. 

The  difciples  of  baron  Swedenborg 
continue  to  publifh  tranflations  of 
the  different  rhapfodies  of  that 
vifionary  writer.  During  the  prefent 
year  there  hath  appeared  his  u  Brief 
Expofition  of  the  Dodtrine  of  the 
•New  Church,  which  is  meant  by  the 
New  Jerufalem  in  the  Apocalypfe 
tranffated  from  the  Latin.  From 
reading  this  expofition  we  have  not 
been  fo  fortunate  as  to  derive  any 
light  or  afflftance  in  comprehending 
the  author’s  opinions.  They  ftill 
appear  to  us  to  be  enveloped  in 
clouds  and  darknefs.  But  thev  are 
intermingled  with  additions  which 
we  can  more  ealily  underhand,  than 
credit.  Such  are  thofe,  on  which 
his  followers  claim  for  the  baron  the 
honours  due  to  an  infpired  writer, 
who  has  been  divinely  appointed  to 
to  the  office  of  a  prophet ;  the  ac¬ 
counts  which  he  has  given  of  im¬ 
mediate  communications  with  the 
world  of  invifibie  fpirits;  the  poiition 
that  the  accompli  dimen t  of  the  laft 
judgment  was  effected  in  the  fpiri- 
tual  world,  in  the  year  1757;  and 
his  prediction  that  the  interior  parts 
of  Africa  are  to  form  the  centre  of 
the  new  church. 

Nor  have  we  had  our  difficulties 
removed  by  fuch  of  the  converts  to 
the  baron’s  faith,  as  have  come  for¬ 
ward  in  attempts  to  elucidate  it. 
The  principal  of  thefe  are,  the  au¬ 
thors  of  4‘  Dialogues  on  tiie  Nature, 

■  i 
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Dedgn,  and  Evidence  of  the  Theo¬ 
logical  Writings  of  the  Hon.  Emanuel 
Swedenborg,  with  a  brief  Account  of 
fome  of  his  Philofophical  Works,” 
and  of  “  True  Heavenly  Religion 
Reftored,  and  demonftrated  upon 
Eternal  Principles,  with  a  Call  to 
Chriftians  of  higher  Senfe.”  Thofe 
who  wifh  to  be  acquainted  with  the 
manner  in  which  this  new  fedt  en¬ 
deavours  to  explain  and  fupport  its 
myftical  fyftem,  will  find  the  publica¬ 
tions  juft  mentioned  quite  as  clear 
and  intelligible  as  any  which  have 
fallen  under  our  notice. 

In  giving  our  account  of  the  fer- 
monsof  the  year  1790,  we  fhall,  in 
the  fird:  place,  call  the  attention  of 
of  our  readers  to  the  publications  of 
fuch  authors  as  have  already  made 
themfelves  known  in  this  line  of 
compofition.  It  would,  however, 
be  fuperduous  to  enter,  in  this  place, 
into  any  particular  difcuflion  of  their 
merits,  as  that  would  lead  us  into  a 
repetition  of  what  we  have  already 
faid,  when  announcing  their  former 
productions.  But  while  our  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  rank  of  their  authors  in 
this  kind  of  writing,  may  be  eafily 
obtained  by  a  reference  to  our  pre¬ 
ceding  volumes,  fome  degree  of  no¬ 
tice  is  necedary  to  be  paid  to  them, 
to  preferve  the  connexion  of  our 

Literarv  Hiftory. 

*  " 

The  fird:  author  to  whom  our  re- 
fpects  are  due  is  Dr.  Blair,  who, 
during  the  prefent  year,  has  pub- 
liflied  a  third  volume  of  his  excellent 
fermons.  The  uncommon  reception 
which  this  author’s  former  volumes 
met  with,  is  fufficiently  known ; 
and  the  peculiar  recommendations 
from  which  they  deferred  that  re¬ 
ception.  When  it  was  underffood 
that  the  doCtor  intended  to  enlarge 
his  collection,  by  an  addition  of  new 
dilcourfes,  general  expectation  was 
confiderably  excited,  and  the  publica¬ 
tion  of  this  volume  was  waited  for 

with 
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!  with- no  fmall  degree  of  impatience. 

It  is  but  juftiee  to  fay,  that  this  im- 
.  patience  hath  been  abundantly 
gratified.  The  twenty  fermons  of 
~  which  this  volume  confifts,  are  all  on 
ri  important  and  interefting  fubjeds, 
which  the  author  has  treated  in  his 
.  own  mafferlv  and  pleafing  manner. 

[  And  while  the  public  have  reafon 
i  to  rejoice  in  fuch  an  acceffion  to 
i  their  hock  of  elegant  and  inftru&ive 
difcourfes,  he  may  congratulate  him- 
felf  not  only  on  the  additional  fame 
which  he  has  acquired,  but  on  the 
great  fuccefs  which  is  likely  to  attend 
his  efforts  to  recommend  the  in- 
terefts  of  religion  and  virtue.  We 
cannot  with  a  good  man  a  nobler 
fource  of  confolation. 

The  third  volume  of  ‘‘Sermons 

on  Practical  Subjects,  bv  the  late 

Rev.  Henry  Stebbing,  D.  t  D. 

Preacher  to  the  Plon.  Society  of 

«/ 

Gray’s  Inn,  &c.”  pofieffes  fimilar 
merit  with  thofe  already  before  the 
public.  And  notwithstanding  that 
they  cannot  be  recommended  as 
fiiiiffied  compofitions,  they  will  be 
found  ufeful  in  a  practical  view,  to 
moft  defcriptions  of  readers.  The 
divinity  which  they  contain,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  current  phrafeologv,  is  or¬ 
thodox. 

The  fecond  volume  of  “  Praftical 
Sermons,  feledted  and  abridged 
from  various  Authors,  by  I.  Charlef- 
worth,  M.  A.”  is  a  continuation  of 
a  work  which  we  have  already  pro¬ 
nounced  to  be  ufeful  in  its  defign, 
and  excuted  in  a  manner  that  pro- 
miles  encouragement  to  the  editor. 
We  find,  from  the  prefent  volume, 
that  Mr.  Charlefvvorth  means  to 
continue  his  plan,  and  to  fubjoin  to 
the  laff  volume  a  general  table  of 
contents,  and  the  names  of  the  au¬ 
thors. 

Mr.  Hewlett’s  fecond  volume  of 
“  Sermons  on  different  Subjedls,'’ 
deferves  the  fame  character  which 
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we  bellowed  on  the  firft.  The  im¬ 
portance  of  the  topics  which  they 
difcufs,  the  ufeful  obfervations  which 
they  contain,  together  with  the  ele¬ 
gance  and  perfpicuity  of  their 
language,  will  enfure  them  a  favour- 
ble  reception  with  the  public. 

Dr.  Hunter  likewife,  during  the 
year,  has  publillied  a  fifth  volume 
of  his  “  Sacred  Biography.”  This 
volume  together  with  the  fourth, 
which  we  unaccountably  overlooked 
in  its  proper  place,  complete  the  in¬ 
genious  author’s  plan.  We  have  fo. 
frequently  delivered  our  opinion  re- 
IpeCting  the  abilities  of  Dr.  blunter, 
and  the  character  of  his  biopraphical 

lermons,that  itisneedlelsfor  us  to  fay 

.  * 

any  thing  more  than  that,  by  the  pub¬ 
lication  of  thefe  volumes,  he  will 
not  lofe  his  reputation  as  a  perfpi- 
cuous,  ufeful,  and  popular  preacher. 

The  “  Sermons  on  the  great 
Doftrines  and  Duties  of  Chriftianitv, 
&c*  by  George  Laughton,  D.  D.’*  ap¬ 
pear  to  have  been  pub li filed  with  the 
laudable  intention  of  fupporting  the 
great  principles  of  natural  and  re¬ 
vealed  religion  sgainff  the  attacks  of 
unbelievers.  In  purfuing  his  plan, 
he  enters  into  difeuffions  on  the  being 
and  perfections  of  God,  the  neceiiity 
of  revelation,  the  excellence  of 
Chriltianity,  prophecies,  miracles, 
&c.  which  he  has  illuftrated  by 
numerous  claffical  quotations  and 
allufions.  We  think  it,  however, 
injudicious  in  our  author  to  have 
entered  upon  a  track  which  fo  many 
of  our  ableft  writers  have  trodden  be¬ 
fore  him.  It  was  hazarding  dangerous 
companions.  We  think,  likewife, 
that  he  has  expofed  himfelf  to  much 
feverity  of  remark,  by  the  boldnefs 
of  fome  of  his  affertions,  and  the 
manner  in  which  he  has  undertaken 
to  explain  the  fuppofed  myfteries  of 
revelation.  Had  his  thoughts  beei* 
confined  to  moral  fubjeeffs,  we  ave 
of  opinion  that  his  abilities  would 
A  3  have 
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have  appeared  to  greater  advantage. 
His  ftvle  and  language,  though  fre¬ 
quently  animated,  are  too  incorredt 
and  declamatory,  and  defective  in 
that  clearnefs  and  precifion  fo  effen- 
tially  requiftte  in  argumentative  pro¬ 
ductions. 

The  44  Sermons  on  various  Sub¬ 
jects  by  George  Walker,  F.  R.  S. 
Minifler  of  a  Congregation  of  Pro- 
teftant  Diftenters  in  Nottingham,  in. 
2 .  vols.”1  are  a  valuable  addition  to 
our  flock  of  pulpit  difcourfes.  They 
contain  numerous  proofs  that  the 
author  polleffes  flrong  fenfe,  a  well 
informed  mind,  and  an  original  as 
well  as  liberal  turn  of  thinking.  We 
do  not,  however,  pronounce  them 
to  be  faultlefs  compofitions.  Their 
excellences  are  occafionally  obfcured 
by  an  uncouthnefs  of  ftvle,  and  in¬ 
elegance  of  language,  which  a  care¬ 
ful  revifion  would  have  enabled  the 
author  to  correct.  We  are  the  more 
free  in  Hating  thefe  imperfections, 
becaufe  the  general  and  prevailing 
merits  of  thefe  difcourfes  are  fuch, 
as  to  entitle  them  to  a  higher  rank 
among  our  Englifh  fermons,  than 
faftidions  criticifm  may  be  willing 
to  bellow.  To  thoie  who  will  admit 
of  an  appeal  from  fuch  a  tribunal, 
we  can  prcmife,  from  what  we  have 
ourfelves  experienced,  much  pleafure 
as  well  as  improvement  from  the 
perufal  of  them. 

The  44  Sermons  on  the  Divine 
Authority  and  various  Ufes  of  the 
Holy  Scriptures,  preached  in  Little 
Wild-Street,  near  Lincoln’s  Inn 
Fields,  by  Samuel  Stennett,  D.  D.” 
as  the  author  abferves,  are  practical 
rather  than  polemical.  They  breathe 
throughout  a  fpirit  of  manly  and 
cheaffnl- piety;  and  fuggefl  a  variety 
of  valuable  observations,  delivered 
in  correct,  pleating,  and  animated 
language.  So  much  juflrce  obliges 

s  to  fay,  without  admitting  or  op- 
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pugninghis  theological  tenets.  What 
thefe  are,  is  fuflicientiv  known  to 
the  world,  as  well  as  the  candour 
and  moderation  which  have  marked 
the  writings  of  the  author  whenever 
he  hath  entered  on  the  illuftracion 
of  them.  In  fuch  of  the  difcourfes 
in  this  volume  as  are  intended  to  fhew- 
what  may  be  faid  to  be  given  by  the 
mfpiration  of  God,  and  what  the 
meaning  of  infpi ration  is,  Dr.  Sten- 
nett’s  opinions  nearly  coincide  with 
thofe  of  Dr.  Doddridge,  in  his 
Family  Expcfitor. 

The  volume  of  44  Sermons,  by 
Pendlebury  Houghton,”  is  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  an  ingenious  and  fenfible 
writer,  who,  if  we  may  judge  from 
the  impreffions  made  on  ourfelves, 
bids  fair  to  be  e laded  by  the  public 
among  their  favourite  writers  in 
this  lpecies  of  compofition.  The 
fubjefts  on  which  he  treats  are 
familiar  and  practical.  The  fenti- 
ments  which  lie  enforces  are  pious, 
rational,  and  inftrudtive.  His  ftvle 
is  unaffected  and  perfpicuous  ;  and 
numerous  inftances  may  be  pointed 
out,  in  which  his  language  deferves 

t  o  o 

to  be  prai fed  for  energy,  elegance,  or 

genuine  pathos.  To  many  readers 

it  will  be  an  additional  reeommenda- 

tion  of  this  volume,  that  the  author 

has  carefully  avoided  the  introduc- 
* 

tion  of  any  thing  bordering  on 
polemical  controverfy. 

The  volume  of  44  Sermons,  by 
Thomas  Bidet,  D  D.”  is  compofed 
of  inch  difcourfes  as  deferve  to  be 
recommended  for  their  practical  and 
ifteful  tendency.  The  fubje&s  on 
which  the  author  treats,  and  the 
fentiments  which  he  delivers,  have 
no  great  claim  to  novelty  or  ori¬ 
ginality.  Neither  does  he  aim  at 
fecuring  a  favourable  reception  bv 
introducing  the  ftudied  ornaments 
of  diction.  His  manner,  however, 
if  not  highly  poiiftied,  is  energetic 
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ti  and  animated,  and  adapted  to  make 
'!<  ferious  and  juft  impreflions  on  the 
i|  minds  of  his  readers. 

The  “  Three  Sermons  preached 
li  at  the  Norfolk  Affizes,  on  the  Ne- 
ceftltv  of  Government,  and  the  Ufe- 
fulnefs  of  Magiftrates,  and  on  Civil 
and  Religious  Liberty,  &c.”  by  the 
:  Reverend  William  Manning,  are  the 
productions  of  a  man  of  learning, 
piety,  and  candour.  They  contain 
a  variety  of  juft  and  i  mportant  obfer- 
vations  on  the  fubjefits  mentioned  in 
the  titles,  delivered  in  plain  and  im- 
preffive  language.  Thefe  fermons 
are  illuftrated  by  numerous  notes, 
containing  remarks  on  infpiration, 
the  variety  of  opinions  fubfifting 
among  Chriftians,  eftablifhments, 
and  other  points  of  importance, 
relative  to  the  prefent  ftate  of 
Chriftianitv,  which  difcover  great 
liberality  and  freedom  of  thought, 
and  which  we  have  read  with  pecu¬ 
liar  pleafure. 

“The  Scripture  DoCIrine  of  Elec¬ 
tion  and  Juftification,  prafticallv  il¬ 
luftrated,  in  two  Sermons,  by  Owen 
Manning,  B.  D.”  is  a  rational  and 
judicious  publication,  which  fhews 
the  author  to  be  poffefied  of  equal  li¬ 
berality  of  fentiment,  and  goodnefs 
of  intention. .  His  object  is  to  coun¬ 
teract  the  effe&s  of  certain  enthufi- 
aftic  and  dangerous  doCtrines,  which 
make  a  rapid  progrefs  among  the 
lower  ciaftes  of  the  people  ;  and  we 
think  his  work  well  calculated  for 
that  end.  We,  therefore,  heartily 
recommend  it  to  the  confederation  of 
thofe  who  are  of  opinion,  that  a  firm 
conviction  of  the  necefhty  of  good 
morals,  as  well  as  of  juft  principle's, 
is  of  importance  to  the  interefts  of 
religion,  and  of  focietv. 

The  “  Sermons  for  Prifons,  by 
John  Brewfter,  M.  A.”  are  plain,  fe¬ 
rious,  and  practical ;  exprefled  in 
language  fuificientlv  forcible  and  ani- 
mated,  and  conveying  reflections  pe- 
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culiarly  feafonable  to  the  hours  of 
folitude  and  confinement.  The 
plan  of  thefe  clifcourfes,  Mr.  Brew¬ 
fter  acknowledges,  was  fuggefted  to 
him  by  the  publications  of  Mr. 
Howard.  We  think  that  it  redounds 
much  to  the  praife  of  his  humanity, 
as  well  as  of  his  piety,  that  he  has 
employed  his  pen  on  labours  that 
may  prove  of  eiTential  fervice  to  fo- 
ciety,  as  well  as  to  that  defcriptiqn 
of  individuals  whofe  more  immedi¬ 
ate  benefit  is  intended.  To  thefe 
fermons  the  author  has  added  prayers, 
adapted  to  the  ufe  ofprifoners,  which 
are  chiefly  formed  on  the  model  of 

J 

our  public  iiturgy. 

Air.  Carpenter’s  u  Four  Sermons 
on  Conformity  to  the  World;  ad- 
deeded  principally  to  Proteftant  Dif- 
fenters,”  are  written  with  that  zeal 
for  ferioufnefs  and  devotion,  which 
are  fo  confpicuons  in  the  labours  of 
the  ancient  puritans,  and  contain 
many  judicious  and  ufeful  admoni¬ 
tions  which  deferve  the  notice  of  his 
brethren.  At  a  time  when  man¬ 
kind  are  throwing  afide  the  Shackles, 
of  fuperftition  and  fanatacifm,  and 
liberality  of  fentiment  is  making  ra- 
pid  ftrides,  fuch  advices  are  peculi¬ 
arly  feafonable.  They  may  fortify 

m!  *  ^  *  J  V 

the  mind  againft  the  contrary  ex- 
tremes;  and  prevent  the  incautious 
and  well-meaning  from  being  hur- 
ried  into  the  follies  of  diflipation. 

The  two  volumes  of  u  Sermons 
on  Several  Occafions,  bv  Henry 
Wolftenholme,  M.  A.”  are  a  pof- 
thumous  publication  \  but  it  appears 
that  they  were  intended  and  prepar¬ 
ed  by  the  author  for  the  prefs.  For 
the  Sentiments  and  observations 
which  they  contain,  the  author  has, 
candidly  acknowledged  that  he  was 
in  a  great  meafure  indebted  to  the 
compositions  of  lome  of  the  moft  ap¬ 
proved  writers,  whofe  reflections  he 
has  mixed  with,  his  own,  and  endea¬ 
voured  to  deliver  them  in  a  form 
N  4  iikek 
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likely  to  produce  good  effects  on  fe- 
rious  and  well  difpofed  minds.  Thefe 
fermons  are  plain,  practical,  and  or¬ 
thodox  ;  and  are  calculated  to  be  ac¬ 
ceptable  and  uSeful  in  thofe  fami¬ 
lies  who  have  not  forfaken  the  good 
old  practice  of  meeting  together  for 
private  inftrudlion  and  devotion  on 
a  Sunday  evening. 

Of  the  fame  defcription  are  the 
two  volumes  of  44  Sermons  on  vari¬ 
ous  Subjects  and  Occasions,  by  the 
late  Reverend  Fowler  Comings,  &c.” 
excepting  that  it  does  not  appear  that 
the  author  availed  himfelf  of  the  pro¬ 
ductions  of  others  while  composing 
them  :  or  that  thev  were  ever  in- 

*  v 

tended  for  the  public  eye.  They 
will,  therefore,  be  received  with 
every  candid  allowance :  and  more 
efpecially,  as  they  are  fent  abroad 
into  the  world  on  motives  of  huma¬ 
nity  and  benevolence. 

The  volume  of  44  Sermons,  by 
the  late  Reverend  John  Logan, 
F.  R.  S.  Edinburgh,5’  is  another 
pofthumous  work,  which  has  not  had 
the  advantage  of  being  revifed  and 
finished  by  the  author.  But  notwith¬ 
standing  this  difadvantageous  circum¬ 
stance  under  which  they  make  their 
appearance,  we  have  obferved  in 
them  marks  of  found  fenfe,  and  a 
brilliant  imagination,  and  a  truly 
ufeful  tendency,  which  juftify  our 
recommendation  of  them  to  our  read¬ 
ers.  They  who  wifh  to  be  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  manner  in  which  the 
celebration  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  takes 
place  in  the  church  of  Scotland,  will 
xneet  with  an  account  of  it  in  this  vo¬ 
lume,  44  in  complete  detail,”  taken 
from  the  manufcripts  of  Mr.  Logan. 
The  prayers  ufed  by  the  author  on 
Tuch  occalions,  and  his  addrefles  to 
the  communicants,  which  are  fub- 
joined,  are  drawn  up  in  language 
that  is  truly  devotional ;  although 
we  caqnot  fay,  that  the  ideas  which' 


they  inculcate  refpedling  that  (Thrift 
tian  institution,  are  purely  Scriptural. 
But  it  Should  be  remembered  that 
Mr.  Logan  was  a  minifter  of  the  es¬ 
tablished  church  of  Scotland ;  and 
that  his  opinions  are  thofe  of  a  legi¬ 
timate  fon  of  that  church. 

This  lift  of  pofthumous  fermons 
we  Shall  clofe  with  announcing  a  vo¬ 
lume  by  the  late  44  William  Adams, 
D.  D.  Mailer  of  Pembroke  College, 
Oxford,  and  Archdeacon  ofLlandaff.’* 
As  the  character  of  Dr.  Adams,  as 
a  fenlible,  judicious,  and  ufeful 
preacher,  is  Sufficiently  known,  we 
need  only  remark  concerning  thefe 
fermons,  that  they  are  chiefly  con¬ 
fined  to  practical  fubjedts,  and  that 
the  greater  part  of  them  were  fe- 
ledted  for  publication  by  the  worthy 
author  himfelf. 

The  44  Moral  and  Philofophical 
Eftimates  of  the  State  and  Faculties 
of  Man  ;  and  of  the  Nature  and 
Source  of  Eluman  Happinefs,  a  Se¬ 
ries  of  didadtic  Ledtures,  in  4  vols.” 
are  a  tolerable  translation  of  the  ex¬ 
cellent  Sermons  of  Zoliikofer,  which 
have  defervedlv  obtained  a  very  high 
reputation  in  Germany.  The  fub¬ 
jedts  of  them,  are  of  a  pradtical  na¬ 
ture  ;  in  difcuffing  which  the  author 
dilcovers  much  found  reafoni ng,  ra¬ 
tional  and  liberal  fentiments,  great 
ferioufnefs  and  earneftnefs  of  man¬ 
ner,  and  ftrong  perfuaftve  powers. 
This  commendation  is  juftly  due  to 
the  original  compositions  from  which 
thefe  ledlures  were  taken.  Why  the 
anonymous  translator  Should  have 
concealed  the  name  of  the  author, 
and  altered  the  title  of  his  work,  are 
circumftances  fbr  which  no  kind  of 
apology  has  been  made  to  the  pub¬ 
lic. 

From  the  great  number  of  Single 
fermons  and  charges  which  have 
been  published  by  our  biShops  and 
clergy,  during  the  prefent  year,  our 

limits 
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limits  will  only  permit  us  to  felebt  a 
few,  which  it  might  be  thought  im¬ 
proper  entirely  to  overlook. 

The  firft  of  thefe  was  “  preached 
before  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Tem¬ 
poral,  in  the  Abbey  Church  of  Weft- 
minfter,  on  Saturday,  Jan.  30th, 
1790,  by  John  Lord  Bifhop  of  Car- 
lifle  ”  In  this  difcourfe  the  bifhop 
difcuffes  the  tranfaCtions  which  led 
to  the  cataflrophe  of  that  day,  with 
er eat  liberality  and  candour  :  and 
while  he  is  willing  to  admit  of  foft- 
ening  circumftances  in  favour  of 
Charles,  who  was  “  bred  up  with 
too  high  notions  of  fovereignty,”  he 
is  equally  ready  to  acknowledge  the 
juftice  of  the  principles  on  which 
oppofition  was  made  to  his  tyranny, 
at  a  time  when  “  learning  had  begun 
to  unfold  right  fentiments  about  the 
duty  of  rulers,  and  the  grounds  of 
allegiance  ;  and  wealth  diffufed 
throughout  the  kingdom  by  grow¬ 
ing  commerce,  had  enabled  its  peo¬ 
ple  to  contend  manfully  for  that  free¬ 
dom  which  their  enlightened  minds 
inftruCted  them  they  had  a  right  to 
enjoy.”  In  accompanying  the  wor¬ 
thy  prelate  through  the  feenes  of  that 
turbulent  period,  and  in  illuftrating 
the  motives  on  which  the  leading 
men  added,  we  feldom  found  our- 
felves  obliged  to  differ  from  him.  We 
alfo  cordially  joined  with  him  in  the 
praifes  which  he  bellowed  on  the 
glorious  revolution  under  William 
III.  We  could  not,  however,  re¬ 
concile  it  with  his  good  fenfe  and  li¬ 
berality,  when  we  found  him  repro¬ 
bating  the  principles  of  thofe  who 
wifh  for  ffill  farther  improvement  in 
theffate  of  things,  and*  holding  them 
out  in  the  offenlive  light  of  fanciful 
and  fpeculative  reformers.  The  pi- 
etv  with  which  his  lordlhip  directs 
his  hearers  to  the  evidence  which  we 
have  of  an  overruling  providence, 
and  the  ferioufnefs  with  which  he 
enforces  th#  motives  to  an  holy  life, 


will  be  admired  by  all  who  read  this 
well-written  and  elecjsnt  difcourfe. 

o 

Mr.  Archdeacon  Paley  s  charge  to 
the  clergy  of  the  diocefe  of  Carl i lie 
on  u  the  Ufe  and  Propriety  of  local 
and  occafional  Preaching,”  pof- 
feffes  great  and  difiinguifhed  merit. 
His  general  idea  is  taken  rom  one 
of  the  charges  of  archbihiop  Seeker; 
but  he  hath  illuftrated  the  fubjed 
much  more  hilly  and  particularly. 
By  local  preaching  Mr.  Paley  in¬ 
tends,  that  public  difeourfes  fhouid 
be  “  adapted  to  the  particular  ftate 
of  thought  and  opinions,  which 
prevails  among  the  people,”  or  to 
u  the  pofture  of  Mind,”  of  the  per- 
fons  who  are  addreffed.  But  this 
kind  of  preaching  he  judicioufiy  dif- 
tinguifhes  from  perf  nal  preaching, 
which  he  condemns  as  highly  impro¬ 
per,  and  what  may  leffen  the  general 
utility  of  public  difeourfes.  By  oc¬ 
cafional  preaching  he  means,  the 
adapting  topics  to  the  fervice  of  the 
day,  to  the  leafons  of  the  year,  and 
to  fuch  interefting  and  inflruCtive 
occurrences  as  are  continually  arif- 
ing  in  the  courfe  of  providence.  On 
thefe  heads  the  archdeacon  expatiates 
with  great  ingenuity,  and  fuggeffs  a 
number  of  hints  and  inffrubtions 
which  deferve  the  ferious  attention 
of  the  clergy.  We  are  perfuaded 
that,  were  his  ideas  generally  adopt¬ 
ed,  their  fphere  of  utility  would  be 
confiderably  enlarged. 

The  next  fingle  difeourfes  of  which 
we  {hall  take  notice,  were  preached 
before  the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge, 
on  March  7th,  and  on  May  23d, 

1 700,  by  Thomas  Edwards,  L.  L.  D. 
and  have  excited  coiifiderable  atten¬ 
tion  in  the  theological  world.  The 
firft  is  on  “  the  jewifii  and  Heathen 
rejection  of  the  Chriftian  Miracles 
the  fecond  on  u  the  Predictions  of 
the  Apoftles  concerning  the  End  of 
the  World.”  Thefe  difeourfes  form 
part  of  a  plan,  in  which  the  author 
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defigns  to  draw  the '  attention  of  the 
learned  to  certain  difficulties,  in  the 
hiftorical  part  of  fcriptnre,  which 
have  not  yet  received  a  fatisfaclory 
folution  ;  to  the  be  ft  method  of  a f- 
certaining  the  ciodtrines  of  Chiftian- 
itv,  and  of  preferring  them  unful- 
lied  by  human  corruptions ;  and  to 
the  authenticity  of  the  Pentateuch. 

j 

The  difficulties  which  the  author  has 
particularly  in  view,  are  thofe 
which  have  been  advanced  by  the 
celebrated  modern  hiftorian  of  the 
Roman  empire,  who  is  extolled 
bv  him  in  the  warmed  language 

m!  O  .O  ' 

of  panegyric,  while  his.  opponents 
are  indifenminatly  compared  to 
vanquifhed  enemies,  over  whole 
weaknefs  he  proudly  infults  and  tri¬ 
umphs.  The  faffs  and  circumftances 
which  are  the  fubjedis  of  thefe  dif- 
courfes,  require,  in  his  opinion,  more 
able  replies  than  have  vet  appeared  ; 
and  he  feems  to  think,  that  the  bell 
method  of  refuting;  Mr.  Gibbon’s  ob- 
fervations  on  them  would  be,  by  con¬ 
ceding  to  him  many  of  his  objections 
rather  than  by  vainly  attempting  to 
remove  them.  In  thefe  difcourfes 
Dr.  Edwards  difcovers  great  learning 
and  ingenuity:  but  we  are  doubtful 
whether  the  method  which  he  recom¬ 
mends,  would  lead  to  confequences 
Unfriendly  to  the  prevalence  of  fcep.- 
frdfki.  It  would,  however,  he  un¬ 
fair  to  give  a  dec  i five  opinion,  before 
we  are  in  pofieflion  of  the  whole  of 
his  plan.  As  it  is  likely  to  provoke 
much  public  difcoifion,  we  may  meet 
with  many  opportunities  of  entering 
Into  the  nature  and  cOnclufivenefs  of 
pis  reafoning  :  at  prefent,  we  fliail 
content  ouri  elves  with  this  introduc¬ 
tion  of  him  to  the  notice  of  our 
readers. 

The  laft  Engle  difcourfe  which 

p 

we  {hall  admit  into  our  catalogue  is 
on  44  the  Importance  of  Truth,  and 
the  Dufy  of  making  an  open  Profef- 
flon  oi  it,”  delivered  to  the  fupport- 

,  9 


ers  of  the  New  College,  at  Hackney, 
on  the  28th  of  April,  1790,  by  Tho¬ 
mas  Belfnam.  In  this  difcourfe  the 
author,  after  expofing,  in  a  mafterly 
and  fapsiadfory  manner,  the  notion 
of  thofe  who  maintain  that  lpecula- 
tive  opinions  are  of  no  confequence, 
points  out  the  importance  of  Peeking 
truth,  in  a  philofophical,  political, 
and  theological  view.  Having  fliewn 
how  the  dignity  and  happinefs  of  the 
human  character  is  connected  with 
the  acquifition  of  truth,  as  diftin- 
gui filed  under  thefe  different  heads, 
he  proceeds  to  recommend  the  duties 
neceflarily  refulting  from  a  juft  view 
of  his  fubjeft.  Thefe  con  lift,  in  his 
opinion,  in  feeking  after  truth  with 
diligence  and  impartiality,  in  honed- 
ly  and  boldly  avowing  what  appears 
to  us  to  be  of  importance,  and  in 
employing  our  u  On  oft  abilities  in  ex- 
poling  and  corredting  pernicious  er¬ 
rors.  The  manner  in  which  Mr. 
Belfham  has  treated  this  fnbjedf,  and 
the  fentiments  which  he  advances, 
are  far  from  being  trite  and  common. 
They  fhew  him  to  be  poffeiied  of  a 
vigorous, comprehenftve,  and  en¬ 
lightened  mind;  and  are  delivered 
in  language  that  is  ecuallvto  be  com- 
mended  for  its  Simplicity  and 
energy. 

Or  ^ 

In  our  philofophical  department, 
our  attention  is  drawn,  in  the  firfb 
place,  to  the  44  Elements  of  Moral 
Science,  by  James  Beattie,  L.  L.D. 
Vol.  I.”  This  work  is  to  confift  of 
an  abridgment  of  the  ledfures  deli- 

O 

vered  bv  Dr.  Beattie,  in  Manilla! 
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College,  Aberdeen,  on  the  fubjedis 
of  moral  philofophv  and  logic.  The 
volume  before  us  is  employed  on  the 
author’s  fyftem  of  moral  philofophv. 
In  the  fir  ft  place,  the  dodtor  treats  of 
the  faculties  of  the  mind,  which  he 
divides  into  thofe  of  perception,  and 
thofe  of  volition.  Under  the  facul¬ 
ties  of  perception  he  includes,  exter- 

naifeufatioip  cbnftioitfnefs,  bv  which 
*  '  *  '  # 

we 
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we  .attend  to  the  thoughts  of  our 
mind,  and  abftradtion  ;  to  which  he 
fubjoins  memory,  imagination, 
dreaming,  the  faculty  of  fpeech,  rea- 
fon,  judgment  or  under  (tan  ding,  and 
confcience.  or  the  moral  faculty, 

'  j 

To  his  difcuffions  on  thefe  different 
fubjedts,  are  added  remarks  on  fym- 
pathy  and  tafle.  The  faculties  ol  vo- 
lition  Dr.  Beattie  divides  into  i  11ft i net, 
habit,  appetite,  paftions,  and  affec¬ 
tions.  In  an  appendix  to  the  work 
we  are  prefented  with  two  ef- 
lays  on  the  immateriality,  and  the 
immortality  of  the  foul.  This  inge¬ 
nious  work,  although,  perhaps,  not 
fo  precife  and  accurate  as  an  elemen¬ 
tary  work  fhould  be,  is,  neverthe- 
lefs,  highly  deferving  the  attention 
of  ftudents  in  metaphyfics.  It  con¬ 
tains  much  curious,  entertaining,  and 
inftrudtive  matter,  delivered  in  plain, 
familiar,  and  pleaftng  language. 
Our  readers  are  not  unacquainted 
with  the  Ichooi  to  which  his  philo- 
fophv  is  to  be  referred,  or  with  the 
rank  which  Dr.  Beattie  fuftains  a- 
mong  ethical  writers. 

O 

The  u  Ella  vs  on  the  Nature  and 
Principles  of  Tafte,  by  the  Rev. 
Archibald  Alifon,  L.  L.  B.  F.  R.  S. 
Edinburgh,”  compofe  a  truly  inge¬ 
nious  and  interefting  work,  abound¬ 
ing  in  philofophical  information, 
and  elegant  entertainment.  Tafte 
he  defines  to  be  that  faculty  of  the 
human  mind,  by  which  we  perceive 
and  enjoy,  whatei  er  is  beautiful  and 
fubiime  in  the  works  of  nature  or 
art.  The  emotion  of  pleafure  with 
which  the  perception  of  thefe  qua¬ 
lities  is  attended,  he  diftingu; flies  by 
the  name  of  the  emotion  of  tafte. 
And  as  he  has  divided  the  objedls  of 
tafte  into  the  fubiime  and  beautiful, 
he  likewife  divides  fhe  emotion  of 
tafte,  into  the  emotion  of  fublimity, 
and  the  emotion  of  beauty.  The  ob¬ 
ject  of  his  work  is,  to  inveftigate  the 
qualities  that  produce  thefe  emo¬ 


tions  ;  and  the  nature  of  that  faculty 
by  which  thefe  emotions  are  receiv- 
ed.  He  confiders,  however,  that 
there  is  a  previous  inveftigation  ne- 
ceffarv,  into  the  nature  of  that  effect 
which  is  produced  on  the  mind,  when 
thefe  emotions  are  felt,  and  of  their 
d-iftindlicn  from  the  limple  emotions 
of  pleafure.  On  this  previous  invel- 
tigation  the  prefent  volume  is  em¬ 
ployed.  This  volume  is  divided  in¬ 
to  two  eftays.  In  the  ftrft  effav,  Mr. 
Alifon  is  engaged  in  inveftigating 
the  nature  of  the  emotions  of  tafte, 
by  attempting  to  afeertain  the  effect 
which  is  produced  on  the  mind  when 
thefe  emotions  are  felt.  In  the  fe- 
cond,  he  enters  into  an  enquiry  into' 
the  origin  of  the  fublimity  and 
beauty  of  the  material  world.  Our 
limits  will  not  permit  us  to  give  an 
analyiis  of  this  very  curious  and  en- 
tertaining  work.  The  fubftance  of 
the  refult  which  the  author  endea¬ 
vours  to  eftablifh  is  this,  that  all 
thofe  appearances  of  nature  or  works 
of  art,  which  are  the  objedls  of  tafte, 
derive  their  power  of  exciting  emo¬ 
tions  in  us,  not  from  qualities  inhe¬ 
rent  in  thcmfelves,  as  material  forms, 
but  from  fome  affociation  with  our 
feelings,  habits,  or  modes  of  life. 
Without  taking  upon  ourfelves  to 
determine  with  relpecl  to  the  truth 
of  his  fvftem,  we  cannot  withhold 
from  the  author  that  ftiare  of  praife 
which  is  due  to  great  ability  and  re- 
nius.  Every  part  of  his  work  ihews 
him  to  be  po hefted  of  much  profound 
thought,  and  what  is  not  commonly 
connedted  with  it,  great  warmth  of 
fentiment,  and  livelinefs  of  imagina¬ 
tion.  And  we  can  promife  thofe 
readers  who  may  not  be  accuftomed 
to  philofophical  refearch,  much  in¬ 
formation  and  pleafure,  from  the 
fadts  and  experiments  to  which  he 
appeals  in  illuftration  of  his  theory, 
and  the  collateral  obfervations  which 
he  introduces. 

The 
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The  next  publication  to  which  we 
fhall  direct  the  attention  of  our  read¬ 
ers,  is  of  a  more  mifcellaneous  com¬ 
plexion,  confifting  not  only  of  phi- 
lofophical  topics,  but  fuch  as  are  mo¬ 
ral,  religious,  and  hiftorical.  It  is 
entitled,  “  A  full  Enquiry  into  the 
Subject  of  Suicide ;  to  which  are 
added,  (as  being  clofely  connected 
with  the  Subject),  two  Treatifes  on 
Duelling  and  Gaming,  by  Charles 
Moore,  M.  A.  See.  in  two  Volumes.” 
This  elaborate  and  very  ufeful  work 
is  divided  into  eight  parts.  The  fir  it 
contains  obfervations  on  the  nature 
and  caufes  of  fuicide,  tending  to  eila- 
blifh  its  general  guilt ;  the  fecond  is 
employed  in  iilufixating  its  fpecial 
guilt.  In  the  third  part  the  author 
Iliews  how  -  the  general  and  fpe¬ 
cial  guilt  of  fuicide  is  confirmed  and 
aggravated  by  the  dodtrines  and  pre¬ 
cepts  of  Revelation.  The  fourth 
part  contains  an  hiftorical  enquiry 
into  the  opinions  and  practices,  the 
jaws  and  c/uftoms  of  the  heathen 
world  relative  to  fuicide :  the  fifth 
the  hiftory  of  that  crime  fince  the 
introdudition  of  the  Chriftian  reli¬ 
gion,  with  an  account  of  its  pradtice 
in  the  firft  ages  of  the  Church,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  opinions  of  fathers, 
decrees  of  councils,  Jaws,  and  cus¬ 
toms  concerning  it,  its  prefent  Rate 
in  Rome  foreign  countries,  and  a  full 
account  of  all  that  concerns  it  in  En¬ 
gland.  In  the  6th  and  yth  parts, 
Mr.  Moore  fully  and  fucceisfully 
combats  the  arguments,  in  favour  of 
this  crime,  which  have  been  urged 
by  Donne,  in  his  treatife  entitled 
Biathanatos,  by  Hume  in  his  Efiavon 
Suicide,  by  Robeck  the  Swede,  by 
Sir  Thomas  Moore,  in  his  Utopia, 
by  Montefquieu,  in  his  Perfian  Let¬ 
ters,  by  Roufieau,  Voltaire,  &c.  &c. 
The  eighth  part  contains  a  general 
fummary  of  the  whole,  with  certain 
cautions  and  preservatives  propofed 
agajnft  a  temptation  to  the  cornmif- 


fion  of  fuicide.  This  work  is  highly 
to  be  commended  for  its  excellent 
and  ufeful  tendency,  and  for  the 
learning,  ingenuity,  diligence,  and 
accuracy,  which  it  difeovers.  It 
abounds,  likewife,  in  much  valuable 
hiftorical  information,  and  critical 
difquifition,  by  which  we  have  been 
both  inftrudted  and  entertained.  The 
treatifes  on  duelling  and  gaming 
which  are  fubjoined,  are  delerving 
of  the  fame  character  which  we  have 
given  to  the  principal  work. 

Unfier  the  head  of  government  and 
political  ccconomy,  one  of  the  mod 
valuable  publications  which  attracts 
our  notice  is,  “  An  Enquiry  into 
the  Principles  of  Taxation;  chiefly 
applied,  to  Articles  of  immediate 
Confumption.”  T axation,  as  a  fub- 
je£t  of  knowledge,  the  author  juftly 
obferves,  has  never  been  duly  cul¬ 
tivated.  Plis  object,  therefore,  in 
the  work  before  us  is,  in  fome  mea- 
fure  to  Ripply  this  important  chafm 
in  the  fcience  of  government :  and 
he  appears  to  have  been  well  quali¬ 
fied  to  undertake  fuch  a  talk.  This 
work  is  divided  into  three  books. 
The  firfi  book  comprizes  a  view  of 
the  manner  in  which  our  financiers 
have  extracted  a  revenue  from  arti¬ 
cles  of  immediate  confumption  ;  in 
which  is  contained  a  hiftory  of  our 
revenue  Jaws ;  the  means  which 
have  been  adopted  by  the  legiflature 
to  prevent,  or  fnpprefs  fmuggling, 
with  their  confequences ;  and  the 
caufes  which  have  contributed  to 
miflead  financiers,  and  the  public, 
on  this  fubjeft,  and  to  eftablifh-  a 
pernicious  fyftem  of  taxation,  to 
which  he  gives  the  name  of  an  over¬ 
tax  fyftem.  Among  the  different 
faCts  and  obfervations  contained  in 
this  book,  many  will  be  found  to  be 
of  great  importance,  and  to  convey 
much  ufeful  and  fatisfaCLory  inform¬ 
ation  to  the  reader.  The  fecond 
book  tonfifts  of  enquiries  on-  differ¬ 
ent 
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ent  fubjeCts,  neceiTary  to  be  ftated  ment  and  National  Perfection  of 
and  examined,  before  the  fyftem  of  Great  Britain,'5  by  the  fame  author, 
the  author  can  be  thoroughly  under-  of  which  we  expreffed  our  opinion 
flood.  Thefe  relate  to  the  manner  in  our  Annual  Regifter  for  the  year 
in  which  a  hate  fhould  increafe  its  1788.  The  objeCts  to  which  he  calls 


revenue,  with  the  growing  wealth 
of  the  people ;  the  circumftances 
which  occalion  the  great  expence  of 
collecting  duties  on  articles  of  imme¬ 
diate  confumption  ;  and  to  the  quef- 
tion,  on  whom  taxes  on  fuch  arti¬ 
cles  ultimately  fall.  Under  thefe  en¬ 
quiries  we  meet  with  a  variety  of  juft 
and  ftriking  remarks  on  the  effeCts  of 
lowering  the  duties  when  too  high, 
the  principles  of  trade,  and  particu¬ 
larly,  on  the  confequences  of  mono¬ 
polies  in  trade.  The  third  book 
treats  of  “  fixing  the  Rates  of  Duty, 
and  of  fuiting  them  to  fifcal  Regu¬ 
lations,  fo  that  Smuggling  fliall 
thereby  be  prevented.55  The  volume 
concludes  with  a  copious  appendix, 
containing  feveral  articles  of  revenue 
accounts,  chiefly  taken  from  the  three 
reports  of  the  revenue  committee 
appointed  in  the  year  1783,  and 
from  papers  officially  laid  on  the  ta¬ 
ble  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  Af¬ 
ter  what  we  have  ftated  reflecting 
this  performance,  it  is  fcarcely  ne- 
ceffary  to  add,  that  we  have  received 
much  gratification  from  the  perufai 
of  it.  The  author  evidently  pof- 
feffes  much  knowledge  and  judg¬ 
ment,  and  has  treated  a  difficult  and 
complicate  fubjeCt  with  great  clear- 
nefs  and  perfpicuity  ;  and  his  re¬ 
marks  and  difquifitions  defer ve  the 
ferious  notice  of  government,  as  well 
as  of  the  public  at  large. 

“  The  Royal  and  Conftitutional 
Regeneration  of  Great  Britain  ;  or, 
properly  fpeaking,  the  effectual  Ad¬ 
vancement  of  ail  the  different  Na¬ 
tional  Interefts  of  the  Kingdom, 
which  remain  unexplored,  &c.  by 
George  Edwards,  Eiq.  M.  D.  in  2 
.  Vols.  4to.”  is  ftmilar'in  defign  and 
character  with  “  the  AggrandDe- 


the  attention  of  the  public,  are  too 
numerous  to  be  detailed  by  us.  Ma¬ 
ny  of  them  are,  undoubtedly,  of  great 
importance  ;  and  fame  may  appear 
chimerical  to  the  political  reformer. 
But  whatever  be  the  opinion  formed 
refpefting  the  merits  of  the  projects 
which  he  recommends,  Dr.  Edwards 
is  entitled  to  the  praife  of  zealous  and 
difinterefted  patriotifm.  Among 
other  other  parts  of  his  plan  are  the 
following:  the  inftitution  of  a  board 
of  national  improvement,  to  be  efta- 
blifhed  on  the  fame  footing  as  the 
other  boards  of  ftate,  for  the  purpofe 
of  defigning  and  preparing  the  dif¬ 
ferent  fubjeCts  of  national  regenera¬ 
tion  ;  the  inftitution  of  fbcieties  for 
the  advancement  of  knowledge  ;  that 
the  fociety  for  the  encouragement  of 
arts,  manufactures,  and  commerce, 
be  extended  and  fnpported  by  go¬ 
vernment  ;  that  new  means  be  em¬ 
ployed  for  cultivating  the  mind,  by 
the  intervention  of  literature  ;  that 
the  dignity  of  the  church  be  better 
fnpported,  and  the  revenuesof  the  in¬ 
ferior  clergy,  and  feme  ofthebifhops, 
be  augmented  ;  that  medicine  be 
rendered  an  object,  of  public  police  ; 
that  the  law  praftice  be  entirely  new 
modelled  ;  and  that  the  parliamen¬ 
tary  reprefentaticn  undergo  a  reform, 
according  to  a  plan  which  he  pro- 
pofes. 

The  fame  author  has  pubiiftied 
another  work,  in  continuation  of 
his  general  plan,  entitled  u  the  Prac¬ 
tical  Means  of  effeCHially  exonerat¬ 
ing  the  public  Burthens,  of  paying 
eft  the  National  Debt,  and  of  raiimg 
the  Supplies  of  "War  without  new 
Taxes,  or  Loans  of  any  kind.”  It 
is  impoffible  for  us  to  enumerate  the 
particulars  of  Dr.  Edwards’  budget : 


[2  o6]  DOMESTIC  LITERATURE. 


/ 


and  wc  will  not  be  fo  bold  as  to  ex¬ 
tol  it  above  all  other  fchemes  of 
finance  which  have  been  offered  to 
the  public  ;  but  we  will  venture  to 
fay,  that  it  fuggefts  hints  and  im¬ 
provements  which  deferve  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  thofe  who  devote  themfelves 
to  the  ftudv  of  political  (economy. 

'  Thd  “  Dialogue  on  the  Revenue 
Laws,  between  a  Magi  ft  rate,  a  Law 
yer,  a  Courtier,  and  an  Anti-Cour- 
tierA  is  a  fenftbie  and  well-written 
treatife,  on  the  hardfltip  and  feverity 
attending  the  ftrict  execution  of  the 
laws  now  in  being,  and  particularly 
of  the  modern  ftamp  acfts.  This  evil 
he  attributes,  partly  to  the  imperfect 
manner  in  which  thofe  adis  are 
drawn  up,  and  partly  to  the  igno¬ 
rance  and  incapacity  of  the  perfons 
before  whom  they  direCT  complaints 
to  be  made.  His  ohfervations  on 
thefe  filly  eels,  and  the  fads  by  which 
lie  illuflrates  them,  are  not  unwor¬ 
thy  the  notice  of  the  legislature.  To 
thefe  he  has  added  many  excellent 
remarks,  on  the  duty  of  magiftrates ; 
the  difficulty  of  executing  their  of¬ 
fice  with  ability,  integrity,  and  hu- 
snanityi  informers;  and  other  to¬ 
pics  connected  with  the  mode  of  col¬ 
lecting  the  public  revenue. 

The  “  Reflections  on  the  infamy 
of  Smuggling; ;  to  which  is  added  an 
Appendix,  containing  a  Plan  for 
rendering  part  of  the  public  Revenue 
more  productive ;  by  Edward  Han- 
kin,  M.  A.”  contain  a  number  of 
general  remarks  on  the  injuftice  of 
thi  practice  againft  which  he  writes, 
to  the  government,  and  to  the  com- 
inunity  who  Support  that  govern¬ 
ment,  in  which  we  perfectly  concur 
with  the  author.  We  cannot  fay 
the  fame  with  refpeef  to  the  plan 
which  his  appendix  recommends, 
and  which  is  intended  to  render  the 
ffamp-tax  more  produdfive.  This 
plan  is,  that  every  Shopkeeper  Shall 


annually  Rvear  that  he  has  not,  dur- 
ing  the  preceding  year,  fold  any  ar¬ 
ticles,  knowingly,  without  its  pro¬ 
per  ftamp.  Such  a  remedy,  we  ap¬ 
prehend,  would  be  productive  of  a 
greater  injury  to  fociety,  than  what 
it  is  intended  to  prevent.  The  mul¬ 
titude  of  oaths  of  office,  as  well  as 
thofe  ufed  in  matters  of  trade  and 
commerce,  has  long  been  complain¬ 
ed  of  as  a  ferious  evil,  tending  to  de- 
ftroy  the  folemnity  and  force  offuch 
appeals  to  Heaven,  and  to  render 
the  mind  lax  with  refpeef  to  moral 
as  well  as  religious  obligations.  — 
Convinced,  by  repeated  obfervation^ 
how  well  founded  fuch  a  complaint 
is,  we  muff:  enter  our  proteft  againft 
all  fuch  alterations  of  the  revenue 
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laws,  as  may  contribute  to  the  ex- 
tenffon  of  that  evil. 

The  “  Plea  for  the  Poor  ;  or  Re¬ 
marks  on  the  Price  of  Provisions, - 
and  the  Peafant’s  Labour,  the  Boun¬ 
ties  allowed  on  the  Exportation  of 
Corn,  &c.”  by  Robert  Apple- 
garth,  is  a  well  .intended  effay, 
which  does  honour  to  the  humane 
feelings  of  the  author.  He  confiders 
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the  prefent  high  price  of  provisions 
to  originate  in  the  bounties  granted 
on  the  exportation  of  wheat  at  very 
high  prices.  We  Sincerely  join  with 
him  in  condemning  the  policy  of 
fuch  a  practice,  which  can  ferve  no 
other  purpofe  but  to  enrich  expor¬ 
ters,  at  the  expence  of  the  poorer 
members  of  the  community.  How 
far  his  propofals  for  the  alteration 
of  the  bounties  would  be  productive 
of  public  advantage,  we  muff  leave 
to  the  confideration  of  thofe  who 
are  better  acquainted  with  the  Sub¬ 
ject  than  we  profefs  to  be. 

We  are  glad  to  find,  from  u  the 
Reprefentation  of  the  I.ords  of  the 
Committee  of  Council,  appointed 
for  the  Confideration  of  all  Matters 
relating  to  Trade  and  foreign  Plan¬ 
tations, 
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fktions,  upon  the  prefent  State  of  the 
Laws  for  regulating  the  Importation 
and  Exportation  of  Corn,  &c,”  that 
this  grievance  is  likely  to  meet  with 
the  attention  of  government-  Thofe 
who  wiih  to  be  acquainted  with  the 
principles  and  policy  of  our  corn 
laws,  and  with  the  regulations  pro- 
pofed  to  be  adopted  by  the  committee 
of  council,  for  the  intereft  both  of 
the  corn-grower  and  the  confumer, 
will  be  gratified  by  the  perufal  of  this 
representation.. 

“  The  Report  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Highland  Society  of  Scotland, 
to  whom  the  Subject  of  Shetland 
Wool  was  referred;  with  an  Appen¬ 
dix,  containing  fome  Papers,  drawn 
up  by  Sir  John  Sinclair,  and  Dr. 
Anderfon,  in  reference  to  the  faid 
Report,”  is  a  very  important  and 
intereft ing  publication.  Our  read¬ 
ers,  by  referring  to  our  mifcellane- 
ous  department,  may  meet  with  an 
extract  from  it,  which,  we  doubt 
not,  will  excite  their  curio  ft  ty  to  fee 
the  whole  little  work.  It  contains 
many  curious  and  important  faffs 
relative  to  the  improvement  of  the 
principal  and  moil  valuable  manu¬ 
factory  of  this  country,  and  the  in¬ 
troduction  of  cultivation  and  happi- 
nefs  into  the  moft  negleded  parts  of 
the  Britifh  Iftes.  We  heartily  re¬ 
commend  it  to  the  confideration  of 
the  public;  and  Hi  all  be  happy,  in 
our  future  volumes,  to  announce  the 
increaiing  fucceis  ol  a  fociety,  which 
poflefles  fuch  recommendations  to 
the  applaufe  and  good  wifhes  of 
every  patriotic  citizen. 

“  *  The  Speeches  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  upc”  the  Equalization  of 
the  Weights  and  Meafures  of  Great 
Britain;  with  Notes,  &c.  .Alfo,  a 
general  Standard  propofed  for  the 
Weights  and  Meafures  of  Europe, 
&c.  by  Sir  John  Riggs  Miller,  bai  t.” 
relate  "to  an  important  fubject  in  po¬ 
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litical  ceconomv,  which  has  for  a 
long  time  engaged  the  attention  of 
the  author.  There  are  few  perfotis 
who  are  ignorant  of  the  uncertainty 
and  perplexity  which  prevail  in  the 
commercial  world,  in  this  as -well  as 
every  other  country,  with  refpect  to 
weights  and  meafures.  The  object 
of  Sir  John  in  the  publication  before 
us  is,  to  point  out  the  caufes  of  this 
uncertainty  and  perplexity ;  the  mif- 
chievous  influence  which  the  inequa¬ 
lity  of  weights  and  meafures  has  on 
fcience,  commerce,  &c  ;  and  to  fug- 
geft  feme  general  ftaiidard,  from 
which  all  weights  and  meafures  may 
be  in  future  raifed,  which  is  itfelf 
derived  from  fomething  in  nature 
that  is  invariable  and  immutable, 
and  which  muft  neceftarily  be  at  all 
times,  and  in  all  places,  equal  and  the 
fame.  For  his  particular  propofition, 
the  explanation  of  it,  and  its  compa¬ 
nion  with  the  attempts  which  have 
been  formerly  made  to  obtain  the 
fame  object,  we  muft  refer  to  the 
work  itfelf.  But  we  cannot  take  our 
leave  of  this  article,  without  observ¬ 
ing,  that  great  praife  is  due  to  Sir 
John  Miller,  for  the  zeal  and  appli¬ 
cation  with  which  he  hath  devoted 
himfelf  to  fuch  ufeful  labours,  and 
that  we  heartily  wifti  him  fuccefs  in 
the  farther  profecution  of  his  da- 
fign. 

On  the  fubject  of  law,  feveral 
publications  have  appeared  during 
the  prefent  year,  which  will  be  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  profeflional  men.  We 
jfliall,  according  to  our  annual  prac¬ 
tice,  prefent  a  catalogue  of  them  to 
our  readers.  In  the  firft  place,  we 
fliall  announce  the  continuations  of 
fuch  works,  as  have  already  acquired 
an  eftablifhed  reputation.  In  this 
number  we  find  the  third  volume  of 
44  Reports  of  the  Proceedings  in  the 
Committees  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mciiSj  upon  controverted  Elections, 


[2oS]  DOMESTIC 

by  Alexander  Luders,  Efq.”  a  Re¬ 
ports  of  Caufes  agreed  and  deter¬ 
mined  in  the  Court  of  Common 
Fleas,  from  Eafter  Term,  1789,  to 
Trinity  Term  1790,  by  EL  Black- 
Hone,  Efq.”  and  the  44  Reports  of 
Caufcs  in  Chancery,  to  the  ^cth  of 
Geo.  III.  by  W.  Brown,  Efq.” 

To  thefe  we  have  now  to  add, 
44  Reports  of  Cafes  in  Chancery,  by 
C.  Ambler  44  a  Digeft  of  the  Law 
of  Actions  at  Nil!  Prius,  by  Ifaac 
Efpinaffe,  Efq.  in  2  vols.”  an  44  Effay 
on  the  Law  of  Contracts  and  Agree¬ 
ments,  by  J.  J.  Powell,  Efq.  in  2 
vols.”  “  a  Digeft  of  the  Laws  con¬ 
cerning  Elections,  by  S.  Hey  wood, 
Efq.”  44  Laws  of  Bills  of  Exchange, by 
S.  Kyd,  Efq.”  44  the  Practice  of  the 
Court  of  King’s  Bench,  in  Perfonal 
Aft  ions',  Part.  I.  by  W.  Tidd 
44  Cofts  in  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
with  Directions  to  the  Solicitor  ;” 
44  a  Syftem  of  Englifh  Conveyanc¬ 
ing,  adapted  to  Scotland,  by  J. 
M4  Nayr  44  a  Collection  of  Sta¬ 
tutes  and  Orders  of  the  Eloufe  of 
Commons  refpeCting  Elections,  by 
R.  Troward and  44  a  Treatife  on 
the  Law  of  Elections,  according  to 
ACts  of  Parliament,  by  J.  Potter, 
Attorney.5  5 

The  following  republications  have 
likewife  appeared  during  the  year 
1790:  44  wood's  Body  of  Convey¬ 
ancing,  a  new  Edition,  greatly  im¬ 
proved,  by  J.  J.  Powell,  Efq.  vol.  i.” 
44  a  Syftem  of  the  Law  of  Marine 
Infurances,  by  I.  A.  Park,  Efq.  a 
new  Edition,  Improved  an  44  In¬ 
troduction  to  the  Lawr  of  Nifi  Prius, 
a  new  Edition,  with  Additions,  by 
F.  Butler,  Efq.”  a  new  edition  of 
44  Burrow’s  Reports,”  in  five  vols. 
and  a  new  edition  of  44  the  Crown 
Circuit  Companion,  with  Additions, 
by  T.  Dogharty.” 

In  pure  mathematics,  the  firft 
publication  which  attracts  our  no¬ 
tice  is,  “  the  Elements  of  Euclid  ; 
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with  Diftertations,  intended  to  afftft 
and  encourage  a  Critical  Examina¬ 
tion  of  thefe  Elements,  as  the  moft 
effectual  means  of  eftablifhing  a  jufter 
tafte  upon  Mathematical  Subjects, 
than  that  which  at  prefent  prevails, 
vol.  II,  by  James  Williamfon  B.  D.” 
The  firft:  volume  of  this  work  ap¬ 
peared  fo  long  ago  as  the  year  1786, 
and  at  that  time  efcaped  our  notice. 
As  thefe  volumes  contain  only  thir¬ 
teen  of  the  fifteen  books  which  have 
been  commonly  afcribed  to  Euclid, 
it  is  moft  probable  that  Mr.  William¬ 
fon  unites  in  opinion  with  thofe  who 
imagine  that  the  two  laft  were  the 
productions  of  a  later  period.  As  a 
tranftation,  they  are  executed  with  a 
ftriCt  and  clofe  attention  to  the  ori¬ 
ginal,  which,  in  a  mathematical 
work,  is  certainly  a  defirable  cir- 
cumftance.  It  may  be  thought  that, 
in  fome  inftances,  Mr.  Williamfon 
has  carried  this  to  an  excefs  which 
the  idiom  of  the  Englifh  language 
will  not  warrant.  As  other  tranf- 
lators  before  our  author  have  been 
at  leaft  equally  fuccefsful  in  elucidat¬ 
ing  the  fenfe  of  Euclid,  the  principal 
objeCIs  of  notice  are  his  diftertations, 
introduced  for  the  purpofe  expreffed 
in  the  title.  Thefe  diftertations  are 
eight  in  number.  They  conftft  of 
obfervations  on  the  origin  of  geome- 
trie  principles  ;  the  arrangement, 
conftruCtion,  and  explanation  of 
propofitions ;  on  geometrical  demon- 
ftration,  on  the  modern  authors  of 
elements  of  geometry  ;  on  the  me¬ 
thod  of  applying  numbers  to  illus¬ 
trate  Euclid’s  propofitions;  critical 
examinations  and  remarks  ;  and  a 
variety  of  other  topics,  too  numerous 
to  be  detailed  by  us.  Thefe  obferva¬ 
tions,  though  they  may  not  be  all 
thought  equally  important,  or  novel, 
contain  many  juft  and  ufeful  hints 
which  deferve  the  attention  of  every 
ftudent  in  this  fcience. 

The  next  work  which  we  have  to 
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announce  is  the  fecond  volume  of 
44  Mathematical  Memoirs,  refpedl- 
ing  a  variety  of  Subjects,  by  John 
Landen,  F.  R'.  S.”  Of  the  publica¬ 
tion  of  the  firft  volume  of  thefe  inge- 
nious  and  curious  refearches,  we 
took  notice  in  our  Annual  Regifter 
for  the  year  1780.  In  that  work, 
the  author  treated  of  the  progreiftve 
motion  of  bodies,  by  which  they  are 
carried  along  fome  right  or  curved 
line.  In  the  volume  before  us  he 
confiders  their  rotatory  motion,  by 
which  they  are  made,  at  the  fame 
time,  to  turn  about  fome  axis  palling 
through  theircentre.  This fubj eel  has 
been  but  little  attended  to  in  our  own 
country;  and  many  eminent  mathe- 
matfeians  of  other  nations,  who  have 
written  more  largely  upon  it,  have 
adopted  erroneous  principles,  and 
deduced  from  tliemfalfe  and  unfatis- 
faftorv  conclufions.  The  defign  of 
this  work,  therefore,  is  to  detedf  and 
point  out  thefe  errors,  and  to  efra- 
blifh  the  true  doffrine  of  this 
kind  of  motion.  This  Mr.  Landen 
appears  to  have  done  on  the  true 
principles  of  mechanics,  and  in  a 
manner  equally  perfpicuous  and  un¬ 
exceptionable.  It  i?  to  be  lamented 
that  fmee  the  publication  of  this 
work,  the  mathematical  world  has 
fu Rained  a  fevere  lofs  by  the  death 
of  the  learned  author. 

44  The  Inftitutes  of  Arithmetic, 
Elementary  and  Practical  :  the 
Men  id  ration  of  Superficies  and 
Solids,  &c.  by  Witi.  Gordon,”  con¬ 
tain  a  dear  explanation  of  the  com¬ 
mon  rules  of  the  foie  nee,  illuftrated 
by  a  number  of  judicious  examples. 
As  the  author  has  defigned  his  work 
only  as  44  a  Di redorv  or  Text  Book, 
for  the  ufe  of  Schools,”  it  deferves 
to  be  recommended  in  that  light. 
Its  arrangement,  and  the  manner 
in  which  its  precepts  are  explained, 
are  well  adapted  lor  imh'u&ion. 

Among  fuch  publications  as  are 
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of  a  mathematical  kind  we  meet 
with  44  an  EBay  on  Naval  Tadics, 
Syftematical  and  Hiftorical,  &c.  by 
John  Clark,  Ffq.  Fellow'  of  the 
Royal  Society  of  Scottifli  Antiquaries, 
&:c.  pt.  Id’  The  fubjeds  which  this 
work  is  to  comprehend,  are  of  con¬ 
fide  rable  natiorial  importance  ;  and 
are  undertaken  by  an  author  who 
appears  to  be  Well  qualified  for  the  ' 
inveftigation  of  them.  The  volume 
before  us  is  confined  to  the  attack 
from  the  windward.  The  doctrine 
which  he  endeavour#  to  efiablifh  is 
this,  that  inftead  of  an  admiral  at¬ 
tempting  to  bear  down  on  an  enemy 
to  ieeward,  with  the  intent  of  bring¬ 
ing  his  whole  line  into  a&ion,  he 
fliould  commence  an  attack  on  the 
three  or  four  Blips  in  the  rear,  to 
produce  the  greateft  fuccefs.  Foe 
the  principles  on  which  this  dodrine 
is  built,  and  the  reafons  by  which 
it  is  fupported,  We  muff  refer  our 
readers  to  the  work  i  tie  if.  They 
will  find  it  to  be  an  ingenious  and 
interefting  publication.  The  au¬ 
thor’s  critical  comments  on  oul* 
general  engagements  at  fea,  from 
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that  off  Toulon,  in  1744,  under  the 
admirals  Matthews  and  Leftock,  to 
lord  Rodney’s  vidorv  in  the  late 
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war,  on  the  12th  of  April,  and  hid 
inftrudions  for  the  difpofition  and 
manoeuvering  of  fleets  in  fimilar 
cafes,  ate  illufl rated  by  a  number  of* 
of  copper  plates. 

The  lovers  of  the  fine  arts  have 
been  highly  gratified,  diiring  the 
prefent  year,  by  the  publication  of 
the  fecond  Volume  of  u  the  Anti¬ 
quities  of  Athens,  Meafured  and 
Delineated,”  by  Meffi's.  Stuart  and 
Revett.  The  fir  ft  volume  of  this 
truly  interefting  wofk  was  publifhed, 
in  the  year  17622,  and  was  received 
with  that  warmth  of  approbation 
which  was  due  to  a  performahoe 
diftinguiftied  fo  much  by  accuracy, 
tafte,  and  Claftical  knowledge.  From 


[210]  DOMESTIC  L 

the  imprefiions  made  by  that  volume, 
the  appearance  of  the  remaider  of 
the  work  has  been  long  anxiouily 
expected  by  the  public.  And  not¬ 
withstanding  that  from  the  circum- 
ftance  of  the  author's  death,  the 
prefent  volume  is  offered  in  an  un- 
fi milled  date,  it  is  worthy  of  his 
didinguiflied  and  eminent  abilities. 
It  treats  ef  buildings  ereCted  while 
the  Athenians  were  a  free  people, 
chiefly  during  the  adminidration  of 
Pericles.  And  as  the  artid  has 
“  no  where  obtruded  a  line  of 
imaginary  redoration,  andpreferring 
truth  to  every  other  confideration, 
has  taken  none  of  thofe  liberties, 
with  which  painters  are  apt  to  in¬ 
dulge  themfelves,  from  a  defire  of 
rendering  their  reprefentations  of 
places  more  agreeable  to  the  eye,  and 
better  pictures,”  it  may  be  con- 
fidered  as  prefenting  us  with  an  ac¬ 
curate  view  of  the  fined  remains  of 
ancient  architectural  beauty  and 
magnificence.  This  circumftance, 
to  thofe  who  confider  that  at  the 
period  when  thefe  buildings  were 
ereCted,  the  arts  of  architecture  and 
fculpture  were  at  their  heighth  of 
perfection,  will  render  the  volume 
before  us  an  invaluable  acquisition. 
It  was  the  defign  of  the  author,  in  a 
third  volume,  to  give  defcriptions  of 
feme  buildings  erected  after  the  time 
that  Athens  became  fubject  to  the 
Romans,  and  fuch  other  remains  of 
antiquity  as  appeared  not  unworthy 
the  notice  of  the  public,  either  on 
\  .  account  of  their  excellence  or  fingu- 
laritv.  We  are  glad  to  find  that  the 
materials  for  this  work,  were  left  bv 
Mr.  Stuart  in  a  confiderable  date 
of  forwardnefs ;  and  we  hope  that 
his  widow  may  receive  that  abidance 
and  encouragement,  which  will 
enable  her  Ipeedily  to  prefent  it  to 
the  world.  In  the  volume  now  be¬ 
fore  us  there  are  feventy-three  large 
.plates,  which  are  executed  with  great 
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accuracy  and  elegance,  befide  many 
vignettes  illudrative  of  the  work. 

“  The  Elements  of  Civil  Architec¬ 
ture,  according  to  Vitruvius  anT 
other  Ancients,  and  the  mod  ap¬ 
proved  praCtice  of  modern  Authors, 
efpecially  Palladio,  by  Henry  Aldrich, 
D .  D .  fo  rmerly  d  ean  of  C  hr  i  d  C  h  u  rch, 
Tranflated  by  the  Rev.  Philip  Smyth, 
L.  L.  B.  &c.”  is  a  work  which  will 
likewife  be  received  with  ple.afure 
by  the  lovers  of  the  fine  arts.  With 
dean  Aldrich’s  character,  as  a  mader 
in  architecture,  the  world  is  diffi¬ 
dently  acquainted.  His  original  de¬ 
fign  in  this  work  was,  “  fo  to  ex¬ 
plain  to  the  dudent  the  language 
and  mod  approved  precepts  of  archi¬ 
tecture,  that  he  might  either  red 
fatisfied  with  the  indruCtions  given, 
or  elfe  be  able,  by  his  own  applica¬ 
tion,  to  fupply  any  omiffion.”  And 
it  was  his  intention  to  divide  his 
work  into  two  parts,  the  former  to 
treat  of  civil  architecture,  the  latter 
of  military.  But  the  fird  part  only 
was  completed  by  him.  It  would 
be  fuperfiuous  to  fay,  that  as  far  as 
his  plan  has  been  executed,  it  will  be 
found  of  confiderable  advantage  to 
ftudents,  as  well  as  acceptable  to  all 
defcriptions  of  readers.  This  work 
is  illudrated  by  fifty-five  architec¬ 
tural  plates,  and  a  beautiful  en¬ 
graving  of  the  author.  Mr.  Smyth 
is  entitled  to  much  praife  for  the 
fidelity  and  elegance  of  his  tranfla- 
tion. 

[Though  the  two  parts  of  the  am 
nual  volume  of  the  Philofophical 
TranfaCtionshave  not  been  publifhed 
within  the  year,  we  fliall  fpeak  of 
the  different  philofophical  papers,  in 
each,  in  this  annual  fketch  of  the 
progrefs  of  pinlofophy.  At  the 
fame  time,  we  fliall  include  the  an¬ 
nual  volumes,  of  the  Irifli  Academy 
and  the  Edinbur^n  Society,  though 
perhaps,  not  driCtiy  within  the 
limits  of  the  sera' ;  and  to  thefe  we 


DOMESTIC  L 

muft  add  another  candidate  for  our 
attention,  the  volume  of  the  very 
refpedtable  Society  at  Calcutta,  pub- 
hilled  under  the  title  of  44  Aiiatic 
Refearches,”  of  which  wre  gave  a 
general  account  in  our  laid  year's 
RegiBer.  Such  is  now  the  extent  ot 
Britifh  colonies  and  connections,' 
that  we  can  claim  as  our  own,  what 
appears  on  the  banks  of  the  Ganges 
with  more  propriety  than  even  The 
Tranfaiiions  of  the  Society  at  Bolton 
or  Philadelphia.  Every  branch  of 
philofophy  will  probably  receive  im¬ 
provement  from  the  attention  of  the 
Aiiatic  obfervers,  in  a  country, 
where  philofophy  firft  reared  her 
head,  and  from  whence  Greece  and 
Rome  borrowed  their  .  mythology 
and  their  metaphyfics.  Yet  the  lite¬ 
rature  of  the  EaB  is  not  confined  to 
the  Aiiatic  Refearches.  Mr.  Marf- 
den  has  given  a  very  judicious  and 
accurate  account  of  the  chronology 
of  the  Hindoos,  in  the  London 
TranfaCtiom,  and  lliown  that  their 
chronology  reaches  nearly  to  the 
Molaic  aera,  with  great  precifion. 
Mr.  Playfair  in  a  very  excellent 
EBay,  on  the  ABronomv  of  the  Bra- 
mins,  has  followed  M.  M.  Gentil 
and  Bailly,  in  their  refearches, 
correcting  their  eccentricities  by  the 
rigour  of  mathematical  invelfigation. 
The  rules  of  the  Bramins,  which  are 
Bill  followed  mechanically,  he  finds, 
were  founded  on  drift  agronomical 
calculations  at  a  very  early  period, 
when  the  fcience  and  the  inflru- 
ments  were  in  a  Bate  equally  respec¬ 
table  :  and  this  period  is  fcarcely 
later  than  that  difcovered  by  Mr. 
Marfden  in  his  enquiries.  Of  the 
foil  and  its  productions,  we  have 
little  new  information.  Lieutenant 
Hamilton,  in  the  Afiatic  Refearches, 
communicates  a  defoription,  illuf- 
trate'd  by  drawing  of  the  makwah 
tree,  and  Mr.  Macdonald  in  defend¬ 
ing  the  gold  of  Sumatra,  en- 
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deavours  to  prove  that  in  this  Zflatid 
was  the  ophir  of  Solomon.  Mr, 
Bruce,  whole  travels  into  Abyfiinia 
have  greatly  elucidated  many 
branches  of  natur.t!  philofophy  and 
natural  hiBory,  differs  from  Mr. 
Macdonald,  and  places  Ophir  on  the 
eaB  of  Africa,  nearly  oppsfite  to 
Madagafcar.  In  the  fame  depart¬ 
ment,  we  may  mention  a  more  au¬ 
thentic  account  of  the  voyage  to 
Botany  Bay,  by  Mr,  White,  furgeon 
of  the  fettlement.  It  gives  much 
information  refpedting  the  face  of 
the  country,  and  fome  fubjeCts  of 
natural  hiBory  ;  and  is  the  promife 
rather  of  a  more  particular  account 
that  a  complete  defeription.  The 
natural  hiBory  of  EaB  Tartary,  by 
Mr.  Radcliff,  is  a  tranflation  of  the 
Defeription  Phyfique  de  la  Contree 
de  la  Tauride,  tranflated,  we  appre¬ 
hend,  from  the  Ruffian  language  into 
French  ;  but  it  is  faid  to  be  as  au  ¬ 
thentic,  as  it  is  minute  and  feientifie. 
Dr.  Guthrie’s  difiertation  on  the 
climate  of  Ruffia,  in  the  Edinburgh 
Tranfadtions,  is  the  work  of  an 
acute,  intelligent,  obferver  ;  and  M. 
Margart’s  eBay  would  furnifh  a 
proper  appendix  to  it :  we  could 
wifli  to  fee  his  eBay  on  the  topogra¬ 
phy,  manners  and  difeafes  of  Mof- 
covv  tranflated.  Mr.  Hamilton,  in 
tjie  Irifh  Tran  fa  ions,  has  added  to 
our  knowledge  of  the  climate  of 
Ireland,  by  his  account  of  experi¬ 
ments  made  to  determine  the  tem¬ 
perature  of  the  earth’s  furface  in 
i y 88,  in  that  ifland.  Mr.  Oufley, 
in  the  fame  volume,  deferibes  a 
fingular  phenomenon,  the  moving 
of  a  bog,  undermined  feemingly  by 
water,  and  the  confequent  formation 
of  a  lake.  In  this  collection  alfo, 
Mr.  Kirwan  deferibes  the  appear¬ 
ances,  which  indicate  the  prefence 
of  Coals,  which  Ireland  is  fuppoled 
to  contain  ;  and  Mr.  Mills,  in  the 
London  Tranfadtions,  deferibes  the 
O  2  Brat  a 
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fjrata,  and  appearances  in  the  north 
of  Ireland  and  the  weftern  iflands  of 
Scotland.  To  the  natural  hiftory  of 
our  own  country,  we  have  few  im¬ 
portant  addition.  Mr.  Marfhall,  in 
his  various  Rural  (Economies,  illuf* 
trates  the  foil  and  climate  of  different 
parts  of  this  Blind.  Mr.  Smellie’s 
Philosophy  of  Natural  Hiftory  is  a 
more  extenfive  work,  comprehend¬ 
ing  various-  objedts  of  nature ;  but  it 
is  an  outline  only,-  and  not,  on  the 
whole,  a  very  accurate  one.  A  ju¬ 
venile  opinion,  refpecting  the  fexes 
of  plants,  he  has  preferved,  which 
has  been  attacked  with  great  force 
and  propriety  by  Dr.  Rotheram,  in 
a  letter  to  Mr.  Smellie,  entitled  the 
“  Sexes  of  Plants  vindicated.”  Al¬ 
ton’s-  Hortiis  Kewenfis  is  almoft  the 
only  Englifh  botanical  work  of  this 
sera,  if  we  except  Dr.  Withering’s  new 
edition  of  Botanical  Arrangements, 
not  yet  completed.  Mr.  Alton’s  work 
contains  no  only  a  defcription  of  the 
various  nlants-  in  that  verv  extenfive 
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and  valuable  colledbion,  but  a  very 
good  outline  of  the  hiftory  of  Engl  i  ill 
horticulture,  which  might  eafilv  be 
filed  up  and  form  an  interefting  vo¬ 
lume.  To  the  other  productions  of 
nature  we  have  not  received  any  very 
valuable  additions.  The  fecond  part 
of  M.  Bar  hut’s  Genera  Vermin  m  is, 
like  the  former,  elegant  and  fpien- 
did  ;  without  anv  ftriking  faults,  or 
any  particular  excellencies  except  in 
the  appearance.  Mr.  Bewick’s  Ge¬ 
neral  Hiftory  of  Quadrupeds,  adorn¬ 
ed  with  wooden  cuts,  executed  in  a 
new  manner,  and  fuifhed  with  great 
fpirit  and  effedL  deferves  to  be  men- 
tioned,  if  it  were  for  thefe  circiim- 
ftances  only;  but  it  muft  be  added, 
that  the  author, who  leemslo  have  been 
the  engraver,  has  not  been  deficient 
in  ■  collecting  fome  new  and  curious 
obfervations-.  Among  the  particular 
deferiptions,  we  may  mention  Mr. 
Ifefife’s  Account  of  the. Pangolin  of. 


,  ITERATURE. 

Bahar,  in  the  Aftatic  Refearches, 
which  comes  very  near  to  the  Pan¬ 
golin  of  Buffon  ;  and  a  very  curious 
defcription  of  ants,  that  burrow  un¬ 
der  the  roots  of  the  fugar  cane,  by 
M.  Caftles,  in  the  London  Tranfac- 
tions.  Thefe  animals  choofe  this  fttu- 
ation  merely,  as  it  defends  them  from, 
wet,  and  do  not  feed  on  the  plant ; 
but  their  number  is  immenfe,  and 
their  increafe  rapid.  We  cannot, 
from  the  annals  of  this  year,  con- 
fate  the  good  biftiop  of  Norway’s 
Defcription  of  the  Kraken  or  Sea 
Worm ;  but  there  is  a  fadl,  in  the 
Hiftory  of  the  Edinburgh  Society, 
which  feerns  to  point  out  the  fource 
of  the  deception.  It  is  an  obfervation 
of  fome  fog  banks  in  the  higher  la- 
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titudes,  which,  as  they  lie  in  a  com 
tinned  line,  feem  to  be  portions  of 
one  vaft  animal  riling  above  the  fea 
in  different  parts. 

Whether  the  fairy  ringlets  are  the 
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effects  of  thunder,  or  any  other  caufe, 
is  not  yet  determined.  Dr.  Hutton, 
in  the  Edinburgh  Tranfadtions,  has 
added  little  to  our  knowledge  of  their 
origin,  but  has  fhewn  that  they  oc¬ 
cur  in  the  Craigs-  near  Edinburgh, 
and  that,  in  uneven  ground,  the  cir¬ 
cles  are  broken,  though  the  fegments 
are  confpicuousin  their  proper  places. 
Dr.  Withering  has  communicated  t@. 
the  Royal  Society  fome  extraordinary 
eftedl's  of  lightning  ;  and  M.  iEpinus 
has  deferibed'  two  curious  inftances 
of  natural  eiediricity,  particularly 
confpieuous  in  Ruftia,  from  the  in¬ 
fill  ated  flats  of  the  body,  in  the  dry 
warm  apartments  of  winter.  Of  the- 
other  aerial  phenomena,  we  may 
mention  various  deferiptions  of  lu¬ 
minous  arches  in  the  London  Tranf- 
adfions,  and  Dr.  Ufher’sDefcriptioii 
of  an  Aurora  Borealis  in  the  Irifh 
Colledlion.  The  barometer,  the  great 
meafure  of  the  variations  of  the  weight 
of  the  air,  and  the  electrometer  of  the 
changes,  in J the  Rate  of  eledlncity, 

have 
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luive  received  no  very  confiderable 
improvement.  There  is  a  very  able 
eBay  on  the  variations  ot  the  baro¬ 
meter  in  the  Irifh  Tranfr.tions,  by 
M.  Kirwan  $  and  a  very  ingenious 
little  work  by  Mr.  Brook,  entitled 
“  Mifcellaneous  Experiments  and 
Remarks  on  Electricity,  the  Air 
Pump,  and  the  Barometer,  with  a 
•defer iptkm  of  an  Electrometer  but 
what  relates  to  the  laft  inftrument 
has  already  appeared  in  the  Philofo- 
phical  TranfaCtions.  Among  the 
inftruments  fubfervient  to  philofo- 
phy  we  may  alfo  mention  Mr. 
Crofthwaite’s  defeription  of  three 
different  pendulums  in  the  Irifli 
Tran  factions,  and  Mr.  Keith’s  de- 
feription  of  a  mercurial  level  in  the 
Edinburgh  TranfaCtions.  Dr.  Ufher’s 
account  of  a  new  method  of  illumi¬ 
nating  the  wires,  and  regulating  the 
pofition  of  the  tranfit  inftrument,  as 
well  as  this  author’s  obfervations  to 
determine,  whether  magnifying 
powers  or  aperture  contribute  moil 
to  defeerning  fmall  ftars  in  the  day 
time,  are  works  fubfervient  to  aftro- 
nomy  more  ftrictlw;  nor  ought  we 
to- pars  over,  in  this  view,  Mr.  Ro- 
bifon’s  very  judicious  eBay  in  the 
Edinburgh  TranfaCtions,  on  the  mo¬ 
tion  of  light,  as  it  is  a  Beefed  by  re¬ 
flecting  or  refraCting  fubftances, 
which  are  alfo  in  motion,  in  which 
he  deteCts  an  error  of  the  ce  ebrated 
Bofcovioh  ;  Mr.  Pigot’s  determina¬ 
tion  of  the  longitude  and  latitude  of 
fome  remarkable  places  on  the  Severn 
in  the  London  Collection,  Mr.  Bur¬ 
row’s  method  of  calculating  the 
moon’s  parallax  in  longitude  and 
latitude  ;  or  the  fame  author’s  re¬ 
marks  on  the  the  artificial  bonbons, 
in  the  Afiatic  Refearches. 

Aftroncmy  has  been  itill  farther 
advanced  by  the  difeo.  cries  of  M. 
Herfchdi,  who  has  communicated 
to  the  London  Society  his  account 
of  the  difeovery  of  a  6th  and  7th 
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Satellite  to  Saturn,  and  another 
paper  in  which  he  endeavours  to 
Blow,  that  the  luminous  points  on 
Saturn’s  rings,  cannot  be  -  fatellites 
nearer  than  the  fixth  and  feventh 
which  are  denominated  in  this  way, 
from  the  order  of  their  difeovery, 
not  from  their  diftance.  To  the 
firfh  paper  he  adds  fome  curious  oh- 
foryations  on  the  ItruCture  of  Saturn’s 
Ring,  and  to  the  fecond  fome  re¬ 
marks  to  fnow,  that  a  rotation  fee  ms 
to  take  pjace  in  it.  Various  obfer¬ 
vations  oh  the  places  of  the  Georgian 
planet,  made  at  Edinburgh  with  an 
equatorial  inftrument,  occur  in  the 
Edinburgh  TranfaCtions  ;  3 rid  M. 
Bagge  of  Sweden  has  added  to  the 
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London  TranfaCtions,  obfervations 
on  the  planet  Venus,  to  determine 
the  Heliocentric  longitude  of  the 
nodes,  the  annual  motion  of  the 
nodes,  and  the-greateft  inclination  of 
their  orbits. 

In  the  more  BiiCt  philosophical 
department,  few  works  of  great  im¬ 
portance  appear.  Dr.  Hutton  has 
anfwered  M.  de  Luc’s  objections  to 
his  theory  of  rain,  in  the  Edinburgh 
TranfaCtions,  but  not  very  fatisfac- 
torily  in  the  opinion  of  the  belt 
judges.  Dr.  Mutton,  in  the  fame 
collection,  has  given  an  able  abitraCt 
of  experiments  to  determine  the  true 
refiftance  of  the  air  to  the  fur  free  of 
various  figures,  and  moved  through 
it  with  different  velocities.  Major 
Williams’s  experiments  on  the  verv 
great  expand ve  force  of  freezing 
water,  occur  glfo  in  the  Edinburgh 
TranfaCtions ;  and,  in  the  Irifh,  are 
obfervations  on  a  fubftance  equal  Iv 
violent  in  its  effects,  gunpowder,  as 
well  as  on  a  power,  whofe  opera¬ 
tions  are  perhaps  more  exteniive, 
but  lefs  active,  we  mean  the  mag¬ 
netic  fluid,  by  captain  Drury.  In 
the  Irifh  Collection,  we  find  aifo  an 
“  Inquiry  into  the  different  Modes 
of  Demopftratiori  by  which  the  Velo- 

O  3  city 
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city,  of  Spouting  Fluids  has  been  in- 
veftigated  a  priori.”  In  the  more 
ftridfiy  mechanical  philqfophy,  fome 
excellent  hints  relative  to  fridtion 
occur  in  the  Aliatic  Refearches,  by 
Mr.  R.  Burrow ;  and,  in  the  Irilh 
Tranfadfions,  are  tome  experiments 
by  Mr.  Edgworth  on  wheel  carriages. 
Mr.  Anffice,  in  a  feparate  work,  has 
alfo  communicated  to  the  public 
“  Remarks  on  the  comparative  Ad¬ 
vantages  of  Wheel  Carriages  of  dif¬ 
ferent  Structures  and  Draught,5’ 
which  require  much  attention,  and 
deferve  much  commendation.  Mr. 
Cdemenfs  Key  to  Natural  Philofo- 
phy  deferves  diftindf  notice  on  ac¬ 
count  of  its  (ingularity,  for  it  is  in 
profe  and  verfe ;  and  not 'more  re¬ 
markable  for  the  form,  than  the 
grange  . eccentric  nature  of  its  firb- 
ifance. 

The  theory  of  philofophy  hasEeen 
of  late  years  approaching  very  near 
to  that  of  chemiftry,  and  chemiftry 
has  taken  the  lead  in  the  explanation 
of  many  phenomena.  Dr.  Peart's 
work  on  the  Elementary  Principles 
of  Nature  is  almoft ,  wholly  of  this 
kind,  and  deferves  refpeCl,  for  its 
Ingenuity ;  though  we  do  not  find 
his  new  and  peculiar  opinions  have 

been  much  followed.  His  dodfrine 

*  .  1 

Is  peculiarly  his  own,  nor  does  he 
aepend  much  on  the  theory  of  Stahl 
or  Lavender.  The  influence  of  the 
new  French  dodtrines  on  many  parts 
of  philofophy,  if  examined,  would 
be  found  to  be  conftd.rable  ;  though 
the1  French  innovators  (for  till  expe¬ 
rience  has  decided  farther  on  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  their  political  or  philofophi- 
'cai  reformations,  they  mud:  have  this 
name)  have  confined  it  chiefly  t© 
their  own  fcience.  They  have  had 
an  able  advocate  in  a  Mr.  William 
Higgins,  who  has  publiflied  a  com¬ 
parative  view  of  the  phlogiftic  and 
hntiphlogiific'  theories,  with  an  evi¬ 
dent  pceciiledtion  for  the  latter.  M. 

3  X  i  '■  -  ,  .  » 
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Lavoider’s  Elements  of  Chemiftry,, 
profelfing  chiefly  to  explain  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  new  nomenclature,  but 
in  reality  giving  an  able  and  proper 
view  of  his  own  dodtrines,  have  been 
trandated,  during  this  year2  by  Mr. 
Kerr.  The  additions  which  occur¬ 
red  in  a  new  edition  of  Fourcroy’s 
Chemiftry  have  been  alfo,  with  great 
propriety,  publifhed  feparateiy ;  and 
they  ftiew,  that  the  new  theory  con¬ 
tinued  to  gain  ground  in  this  able 
author's  mind.  Mr.  Nicholfon,  to 
whom  we  apprehend  we  are  indebted 
for  the  excellent  translation  of  Four- 
croy,  has,  with  becoming  imparti¬ 
ality  to  either  party,  pubftftied  a 
general  elementary  treatife  of  che- 
midry ;  and  Mr.  Keir,  in  the  fird: 
part  oftthe  very  valuable  and  en¬ 
larged  trandation  of  Macquer’s  Dic¬ 
tionary,  has,  in  the  part  already 
publiflied,  adhered  to  the  old  doc- 
ti’ine  of  Stahl.  We  know  not  whe¬ 
ther,  like  Morveau,  the  author  of 
the  chemical  part  of  the  new  Ency¬ 
clopedia,  his  opinions  may  change 
in  the  progrefs ;  but  we  have  been 
informed,  that  the  new  dodfrine  has, 
in  the  period  we  are  treating  of,  had 
a  numerous  acceflion  of  converts. 
Refpectiug  chemiftry  as  applicable 
to  the  conveniences  and  comforts  of 
life,  we  may  mention  fome  improve¬ 
ments,  or  at  leaf!  fome  new  infor¬ 
mation.  The  works  of  Hellot,  Mac- 
quer,  &c.  are  novelties  only  in  our' 
own  language  :*in  this  period,  they 
have  been  trandated.  Mr.  Keir,  in 
the  Aflat  ic  Refearches,  has  diewn  us 
a  dmple,  but  efficacious  method  of 
diftilling,  as  pradfifed  by  the  natives 
of  Chatra  in  Ramgur  ;  and  we  find, 
in  the  Edinburgh  Tranfadfions,  an 
account  of  the  method  of  feparating 
the  perfumed  oil  of  rofes  (attar  of 
roles)  as  pradfifed  in  India.  Mr. 
Keir,  in  the  London  Tranfadfions, 
has  defcribed  a  new  compound  acid 
menftruum,  which,  as  it  is  peculiar 

■  ■  to 


DOMESTIC  LITERATURE.  [215] 


■to  the  reparation  of  filve'r,  is  with 
great  propriety  called  aqua  regime, 
vlinlefs  the  French  chemifts  Should 
object  to  the  old  term  aqua  regia  : 
his  paper,  befides  this  new  informa¬ 
tion,  contains  fome  very  ihtereding 
circumftances  on  the  diffelution  of 
metals  in  acids,  and  their  precipita¬ 
tion.  We  would  mention  Dr.  Blag- 
den’s  “  Report  on  the  belt  Method 
•of  proportioning  the  Excife  on  Spi¬ 
rituous  Liquors,”  not  as  a  fubjedt 
adding  to  our  comforts  and  conve¬ 
niences,  but  ultimately  referable  to 
this  head,  fince  it  is  a  philofophical 
and  chemical  invefligation  of  the  bed 
•method  of  afcertaining  the  dreugth 
of  fpirituous  liquors  ;  in  other  words, 
the  quantity  of  lpirit  in  the  highed 
date  of  redfification,  in  a  given  quan¬ 
tity  of  water.  Dr.  Lewis’s  Philoio- 
■pHical  Enquiry  into  the  Nature  and 
Properties  of  common  Water,  ap¬ 
pears  a  very  faithful  and  ingenious 
abdradt  of  the  chemical  properties 
-of  this  mod  ufeful  fluid  ;  but,  of 
the  compound  or  mineral  waters, 
we  can  only  find  a  dngle  new'  in¬ 
dance  in  the  experiments  and  obfer- 
vations  on  Horley  Green  Spa,  near 
Halifax,  by  Dr.  Garnet.  It  appears 
to  be  an  ufeful  dyotic,  and  to  refern- 
ble  the  Moffat  water  in  Scotland. 
The  new  mineral  fubdaiwe  from 
Botany  Bay  analyzed,  in  the  Lon¬ 
don  T  ran  fa  dt  ions  by  Mr.  Wedge- 
wool,  may  at  fome  future  period  be 
ufeful,  w'hen  its  different  properties 
are  better  known :  it  appears  to  be 
an  earth  of  a  new  kind. 

The  aerial  chemidry  has  made  no 
very  great  progrefs  in  this  kingdom 
during  the  prefent  year.  Dr.  Audin 
lias  indeed  analyzed  the  heavy  in¬ 
flammable  air,  and  pointed  out  its 
condituent  parts  ;  but  a  much  more 
important  work  is  Dr.  Crawford’s 
Experiments  and  Gbfervations,  pub- 
I  iflied  as  well  as  Dr.  Audin’s  paper, 
in  the  London  Tranfadfions,  on  the 


Matter  of  Cancer,  and  the  aerial 
fluids,  extricated  from  animal  fub- 
dances  by  didillation  and  putrefac¬ 
tion.  This  new'  air,  which  our  au¬ 
thor  calls  animal  hepatic,  appears 
not  to  differ  greatly  from  the  airs 
already  known.  It  is  probably  a 
combination  of  hepatic  air  with 
animal  fubdances  in  a  date  of  gas, 
in  confequence  of  put  refaction.  Yet 
perhaps,  fo  far  as  cancer  is  a  local 
difeafe,  it  may  in  fome  degree  influ¬ 
ence  the  treatment ;  and  leffen  the 
bufferings,  in  other  cafes,  when  an 
operation  is  not  admiflible.  W e  can¬ 
not  trufl  to  Mr.  Saffory’s  fecret  re¬ 
medy  for  cancers,  publifhed  during 
this  period,  under  the  deluflve  title 
of  a  “  Treatife  on  the  Caufes  and 
Effedts  of  Schirrous  Tumours  and 
Cancers,”  and  can  find  yet  no  effec¬ 
tual  remedy  but  the  knife.  Mr. 
Fearon’s  pamphlet  on  this  fubjedt, 
with  his  new  and  fuccefsful  mode  of 
operating,  chiefly  contains  diredtions 
for  prefer  ving  the  found  fkin,  and 
expediting  the  cure,  blit  it  is  not 
quite  certain,  that  the  fubfequent 
difeharge  may  not  be  of  fervice. 
Gangrenes  and  mortifications,  ari- 
fing  from  local  irritation,  may  per¬ 
haps  fometimes  be  cured  by  Mr. 
White’s  beaded  remedy,  the  mufk 
with  the  volatile  alkali,  and  fave  the 
dreadful  expedient  of  an  operation. 
Mr.  Judarnond’s  Surgical  Tradls, 
partly  original,  and  in  part  tranfiated 
from  the  French,  appear  in  many 
points  of  view'  really  valuable.  The 
venereal  difeafe,  notwithdanding 
Mr.  Deacon’s  “  Compendious  Trea¬ 
tife,  diveded  of  technical  Terms,” 
Mr.  Swainfon’s  u  Account  of  Cures 
by  Velno’s  Vegetable  Syrup,”  or  Mr. 
Jcfl’e  Foot’s  new  difeovered  fadi, 
which  appears  to  red  on  a  very  un¬ 
certain  foundation,  continues  to  ex¬ 
ert  its  dedmdlive  ravages. 

A  new'  edition  of  Dr.  Percival’s 
Eflays,-  Medical,  Philofophical  and 
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JExgiyjiffiental,  have  appeared  in  this 
period,  with  various,  additions,  fotne 
of  which  have  been  fince  publifhed 
iin  the  M.anchefter  Memoirs;  and 
Dr.  Swainfton,  a  refpedt^ple  practi¬ 
tioner  in  York,  has  publifhed  his 
Thoughts,  Philofophicai  and  Prac¬ 
tical,”  which  do  not  appear  to  have 
been  received  with  particular  refpeCl. 
The  Medical  C  ommentaries,  another 
jiv feel  1  a neous  collection,  is  continued 
with  the  fame  diligence,  induftry, 
and  ability,  as  diftinguifhed  the  for¬ 
mer  volumes.  Dr.  Adair’s  works 
are  mifeellaneous,  when  brought  to¬ 
gether  ;  and  his  numerous  publica¬ 
tions  of  this  year  fcarceiy  defer  ve  to 
be  diferiminated.  They  fhew,  that 
his  intrepidity  and  confidence  are 
not  lefien'ed,  and  that  as  ulusl,  a 
mixture  of  good  fenfe  and  juft  ob- 
fervation  is  not  incompatible  with 
many  ftrange  irregularities  and  in- 
confiftencies.  On  the  fubjeCl  of  the 
lmal.1  pox,  he  thinks  the  method  of 
Sutton  (the  cooling  method)  has 
been. fometimes  carried  too  far,  and 
in  this  refpeCt,  he  is  fupported  by 
Dr.  WalkCr  in  his  “  Enquiry  into 
the  Small  Pox  medical  and  political.” 
So  far  as  the  medical  treatment  is 
concerned,  he  recommends  a  ftate 
‘  of  geptle  perfpiration.  The  nofo- 
logical  and  comparative  View  of  the 
Cynanche  Maligna  and  Scarlatina 
'  Anginofa  is,  in  many  refpeCls,  a 
practical  work,  and  ftiews  no  i  neon- 
fid  er  able.  ability.  Dr.  Hamilton’s 

Account  of  a  Diftemper,  called  by 
the  people  of  England  the  Mumps, 
in  the  Edinburgh  Tram aCtio ns,  is  a 
myful  view  of  another  fpecies  of 
angina,  which  chiefly  affeChs  the 
Conglobate  glands.  T his  work .  rp- 
'  minds  us  of  Dr.  Hendys5  Viqdipa- 
‘  tion  of  Opinions  and  Facts  refpeCling 
the  glandular  Difeafe  of  Barbadoes, 
in  which  he  attacks  his  numerous 
Opponents  with  great  warmth  and 
afperitYj  Qn  the  YubjeCt  of  fever 
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in  genera],  unlefs  we  are  allowed 
to  mention  Mr.  Profler’s  Treatifeon 
the  Strangles  and  Fevers  of  Horfes, 
we  have  no  particular  work  to  point 
out,  for  Dr.  Balfour’s  “  Treatife  on 
putrid  inteftinal  remitting  Fevers”  is 
chiefly  deftgned  to  fhow,  that  the 
fun  and  moon  have,  at  leaft  in  In¬ 
dia,  a  confiderable  influence  on  the 
attacks  and  periods  of  fevers ;  and 
another  anonymous  treatife  on 
fevers,  revives  only  the  exploded 
opinion  of  their  being  owing  to 
animalculx.  M.  Faulkner’s  Obfer- 
vationson  the  general  and  improper 
Treatment  of  Infanity,  is  a  work  de- 
figned  only  to  raife  the  credit  of  the 
author;  and  Mr.  Rvmer’s  u  Trea- 
tue  on  Indigeftion,”  as  it  concludes 
with  recommending  a  fecrct  remedy, 
deferves  little  further  notice.  In 
fuch complaints, Dr.  P'alconer’s  Prac¬ 
tical  DifTertation  on  the  Medicinal 
EffeCls  of  the  Bath  W aters,  will  af¬ 
ford  a  much  fafer  afliftance,  though 
the  author  does  not  confine  himfelf 
to  this  complaint,  but  examines, 
with  his  ufual  diligence  and  ability, 
the  effects  of  thefe  famous  waters  in 
many  other  difeafes.  Nor  will  Mr. 
Rymer’s  -fecret  remedy  be  probably 
more  fuccefsful  than  the  Quaflia  Si- 
maruba,  though  we  muft  add,  that 
Dr.  Wright’s  u  Botanical  and  Me¬ 
dical  Account”  of  this  remedy  as  it 
was  long  ft  ace  written,  has  been  in 
lubftance  anticipated,  before  its  pub¬ 
lication  in  the  laft  volume  of  the 
Edinburgh Tranfadtions.  Dr.  Blane, 
in  the  London  Tran  faff  ions,  has 
given  a  good  account  of  the  Nardus 
ladica,  a  medicine  once  highly  ce¬ 
lebrated  in  Similar  complaints.  The 
Tabafkeer,  another  Indian  remedy 
p;  the  refrigerant  clafs,  has  been  al- 
fp  dfXcrjbed  at  feme  length  by  Dr. 
Ruflelmthe  fame  collection.  Among 
phe  exploded  remedies,  we  may 
mention  the  ridiculous  attempt  to 
revive  the  practice  ofanirna.l  magne- 
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netifm  ;  and  among  the  new  ones, 
the  letter  to  fir  fohn  Sinclair  con¬ 
cerning  the  virtues  of  the  Munake- 
liad,  which  is  reprelented  as  much 
more  authentic  than  the  other  mi- 
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neral  acids.  The  Supplement  to  Dr. 
Monro’s  Treatile  on  medical  and 
pharmaceutical  Che  mi  dry,  contains, 
befides  feme  additional  chemical  re¬ 
marks,  an  account  of  many  articles 
of  the  Materia  Medica  which  werh 
before  omitted  ;  and  Mr.  William 
Meyrick,  in  his  “  New  Family 
Herbal,”  has  collected  alfo  the  dif¬ 
ferent  virtues  aferibed  to  plants. 
The  “  Thoughts  and  Obfervations 
on  Dr.  James’s  Powder  in  the  Pre¬ 
vention  and  Cure  of  Difeafes,  by  a 
Gentleman  of  the  Faculty,”  nei¬ 
ther  extends,  nor  adds  to  the  virtues 
of  that  celebrated  medicine,  whofe 
life  will  be  much  abridged  by  its  fub- 
ftitute  the  Purvis  Antimonialis,  of 
the  lad  London  Pharmacopeia. 

Milk  is  occafionally  ufed  as  a  re¬ 
medy  and  as  a  food  ;  and  we  ought 
to  mention  with  particular  refpeCt, 
Dr.  Clarke’s  “  Obfervations  on  the 
Properties  commonly  attributed  to 
the  Human  Milk,  by  Medical  Wri¬ 
ters,  on  the  Change  it  undergoes  in 
Digedion,  and  the  Difeafes  funpofed 
to  originate  from  this  Source  in  Infan¬ 
cy,”  publifhed  in  the  Irifh  Tranf- 
aCtions.  Our  author’s  obfervations, 
oppofe  in  many  indanees  commonly 
received  opinions;  and,  as  they  are 
copied  from  nature,  deferve  parti¬ 
cular  attention.  Mr.  Frank  in  his 

Obfervations  on  animal  Life  and 
apparent  Death,”  is  lefs  accurate  : 
it  is  enough  to  obferve  that  our  au- 
thor  is  one  of  the  remaining  fevons 
of  Dr.  Brown. 

The  account  of  a  child  with  a 
double  head,  is  almod  the  only  in- 
dance  of  anatomical  novelty.  The 
author  is  Mr.  Home,  who  commu¬ 
nicated  this  Angular  indance  of  an 
additional  head  joined  to  the  vertex 
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of  the  natural  one,  by  the  vertex,  to 
the  Royal  Society.  It  feemed  to  de¬ 
rive  its  life  from  the  perfect  body, 
rather  than  to  be  capable  of  living  by 
its  own  powers,  and  is,  in  every  ref¬ 
peCt  a  Angular  curioAty.  Mr.  Ander- 
foil’s  a  Obfervations  on  the  Brain,” 
are  chiefly  pathological,  but  accurate 
and juft.  Mr.  Halloran’s  u  Critical 
and  Anatomical  Examination  of  the 
Parts  immediately  intereded  in  the 
Operation  of  the  CataraCt,”  as  well 
as  Dr.  Stack’s  a  F.fTav  to  improve 
the  Theory  of  defective  Sight,” 
both  inferted  in  the  Irifh.  TranfaC- 
tions,  though  not  free  from  occaAonal 
midakes,  deferve  great  attention.] 
Among  the  HiftoricaJ  productions 
of  the  year,  the  Ard  which  demands 
our  notice  in  point  of  importance 
is,  the  Hidory  of  Greece,  by  William 
Mitford,  Efq.  vol.  II”.  For  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  contents  and  merits  of 
the  Ard  volume  of  this  work,  we 
refer  our  readers  to  our  Hidory  of 
Domedic  Literature  for  the  year 
1784.  The  prefent  volume  begins 
with  the  eleventh  chapter,  in  which 
the  author  takes  a  view  of  the 
wedern  countries  politically  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Greeks,  and  of  the 
Grecian  fettlemeilts.  in  Sicily  and 
Italy.  His  accounts  of  thefe  are 
drawn  up  with  much  perfpicuity 
and  Concifenefs,  and  may  be  con- 
Adered  as  pleaAng  and  inftruCtive 
epifodes.  In  the  twelfth  chapter 
Mr.  Mitford  treats  of  the  affairs 
of  Greece  from  the  concluAon  of 
the  PerAan  war,  to  the  effablifli- 
merit  of  the  fecurity  of  Greece  by 
the  fucceffes  of  Cimon  ;  and  con¬ 
cludes  with  lome  judicious  remarks 
on  the  character  of  Themiftocles. 
The  next  chapter  carries  forward 
the  affairs  of  Greece  from  the  eda- 
blidiment  of  its  fecurity  againd 
PerAa,  to  the  truce  of  thirty  years 
between  Athens  and  Lacedcemon. 
This  period  was  didinguifhecl  by 

the 
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the  banifhment  of  Cimon,  the  ad- 
mmidration  of  Pericles,  and  the 
rapid  improvement  of  Athens,  un¬ 
der  the  patronage  of  the  latter,  in 
fcience  and  the  elegant  arts.  In 
the  next  part  of  this  work,  which 
occupies  nearly  two -thirds  of  the 
Volume,  and  with  which  it  concludes, 
Mr.  Mitford  has  entered  into  a  par¬ 
ticular  account  of  the  famous  Pelo- 
ponnefian  war.  The  guide  whom 
lie  principally  follows,  in  this  pe¬ 
riod  of  the  hiflory,  is  Thucydides; 
while  at  the  fame  time  he  has 
siot  negleCted  what  information  he 
could  obtain  from  other  authentic 
fources.  On  the  whole,  this  work  is 
executed  in  a  Similar  manner  with 
fhe  firfl  volume.  It  affords  ample 
teflimony  to  the  diligence  and  in- 
dnftry  of  the  author:  and  maybe 

9  * 

recommended  to  the  Englifh  reader, 
as  containing  a  full  and  accurate 
narrative  of  faffs  in  Grecian  hif- 
tory.  And  notwithstanding' that  we 
have  obferved  feme  of  the  fame  ble- 
rnifhes  in  hisffyle  which  we  former¬ 
ly  noticed,  it  is  but  jifffice  to  add, 
that  they  are  neither  fo  numerous 
nor  conspicuous.  One  circurnftance 
we  remarked,  which  we  did  not  ex- 
meR  to  meet  with  in  a  Hiflory  of 
Greece,  and  which,  to  fay  the  lead, 
Is  needlefslv  introduced  ;  and  that 
Is  a  digreflioh,  in  which  the  author 
enters  his  proteft  againd  the  flrug- 
gles  for  freedom  in  France,  and 
execrates  the  proceedings  of  the 
national  affembly,  which  he  digma- 
tizes  under  the  name  of  democra¬ 
tic.  defpotifm. 

The  next  work  which  we  have  to 
announce,  in  point  of  order,  is  the 
I  Id.  volume  of  “  a  View  of  An¬ 
cient  Kiftorv  including  the  Pro- 
^grefs  of  Literature  and  the  Fine 
Arts,  &c.  by  William  Rutherford, 
D.  D.”  The  fir  ft  volume  of  this 
work  was  noticed  by  us  in  our  P  e- 
gider  for  the  year  i?88  ;  and  was 


recommended  as  one  of  the  mod  m  * 
druCtive  and  pleating  of  all  the 
abridgements  of  Ancient  liiftory 
that  we  had  feen.  The  volume 
now  before  us,  does  equal  credit  to 
the  abilities,  diferimmation,  and 
fade  of  the  author.  The  narra¬ 
tive  part  is  written  in  a  manner  cab 
ciliated  to  engage  the  attention ; 
and  tiie  reflections  that  occur,  are 
judicious  and  intereding.  Thehif- 
torical  account  of  the  rife  and  pro- 
g.refs  of  literature  and  of  the  fine 
arts,  will  be  particularly  accepta¬ 
ble  to  the  reader.  This  volume 
comprehends  the  period  from  the 
clofe  of  the  fird  Perfian  war  to  the 
ruin  of  the  Thehian  date. 

u  The  Hiflory  of  the  Reign  of 
Henry  the  Second,  and  of  Richard 
and  John,  his  Sons;  with  tile  Events 
of  that  Period  from  1154  to  1216, 
&c.  by  the  Rev.  Jofeph  Bering-ten, 
is  a  work  which  we  have  been  ex¬ 
pecting  fince  the  year  17S7,  when 
the  author’s  Hiflory  of  the  Lives  of 
Abeillard  and  He  l  of  fa  was  publithed. 
That  hi  dory  contained  a  m  after  ly 
fketch  of  the  principal  events  which 
took  place,  and  the  mod  eminent 
characters  who  flour  idled,  during 
the  eleventh  and  part  of  the  twelfth 
'centuries,  and  threw  confiderable 
light  on  the  date  of  knowledge  and 
literature  at  that  period.  The  pre- 
fent  volume  may  be  confidered  as  a 
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continuation  of  the  fame  ciefir n.  It 
comprehends  events  and  characters 
that  are  peculiarly  intereding  in 
Englifh  hiitorv.  And  it  affords  abuii- 
dant  evidence  cf  the  learning  ana 
indudry  of  the  author,  of  his  feli¬ 
city  in reprefenting  hidoric faCts  with 
uncommon  energy,  and  animation, 
and  of  a  comprehenfive  and  liberal 
mind.  Of  civil  liberty  he  is  a  warm 
encomiad ;  and  avows  himfelf  a  zea¬ 
lous  advocate  for  unlimited  tolera- 
-  tion.  But,  drange  as  it  may  appear, 
he  is  at  the  fame  time  the  apologid 
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/of  Thomas  a  Becket,  the  mod  am¬ 
bitious  and  arrogant  of  priefts,  who 
would  have  fubjedted  the  nation  to 
the  unreftrained  tyranny  of  the  pa¬ 
pal  fee,  and  who  wifhed  to  eftabiifh 
“  a  fyftem  of  eccleftaftical  independ- 
.ence  deftrudfive  of  all  good  order 
and  public  tranquillity.”  We  think, 
however,  that  Mr.  Berington  has 
entirely  failed  in  what  appears  to 
have  been  a.  favourite  objedf  with 
him  ;  and  that  with  the  utmoft  ex- 
ercife  of  his  ingenuity  and  acutenefs, 
he  has  not  been  able  to  fhake  the 
credit  of  lord  Littleton’s  difpailiom 
ate  and  candid  hiffory.  Thole  who 
can  make  allowances  for  that  par¬ 
tiality  to  which  the  author  feems  to 
have  been  inclined  from  the  preju¬ 
dices  of  education,  will  receive  from 
the  perufal  of  this  volume  much 
pleafure  as  well  as  information. 

Dr.  Dornford’s  tra-nflation  of  an 
“  Hiftorical  Developement  of  the 
prefent  Political  Conftitution  of  the 
.German  Empire,  by  John  Stephen 
Putter,  Privy  Counsellor  of  Juftice, 
.Ordinary  Profelfor  of  Law  in  the 
Univerlitv  of  Gottingen,  &c.  in 
£hree  Volumes,”  is  a  work  that 
will  be  peculiarly  acceptable  to  the 
Englifh  reader.  The  original  was 
undertaken  by  the  delire  of  the 
queen  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  is  con- 
fidered  in  Germany  as  a  molt  va¬ 
luable  and  ufeful  work,  compofed 
by  a  well-informed,  judicious,  and 
impartial  hilforian,  who,  from  the 
manner  in  which  the  greater  part 
of  his  life  has  been  employed,  was 
particularly  qualified  to  engage  in 
fuch  a  talk.  This  work  is  divided 
into  fourteen  books.  The  firft  book 
jtreats  of  the  Germanic  confiitution 
from  the  earliefl  times,  to  the  de¬ 
cline  of  the  Carlovingian  race,  A.  D. 
888.  The  fecond  and  third  books 
contain,  what  the  author  very  pro¬ 
perly  calls  the  firll  and  fecond  pe¬ 
riods  of  the  middle  ages,  to  the  year 
1308.  The  fourth  book,  which  be- 
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gins  the  firll  period  of  modern  hif- 
tory,  commences  with  the  emperor 
Maximilian,  and  deferibes.  the  ori¬ 
gin  of  the  Imperial  chamber,  the 
Aulic  council,  the  divifion  of  the 
empire  into  circles,  the  eflablifhment 
of  the  Roman  law,  the  commotions 
in  the  church,  and  the  reformation 
begun  by  Luther.  The  eventful  pe¬ 
riod  from  the  acceffion  of  Charles  V. 
to  his  refxgnation  of  the  Imperial 
crown,  is  deferibed  in  the  fifth  book. 
Thefixth,  feventh,  and  eighth  relate 
the  hiflory  of  the  conftitution  of  the 
empire  .from  that  lingular  event  to 
the  end  of  the  reign  of  Ferdinand 
III.  with  an  account  of  the  wars 
and  negociations  which  terminated 
in  the  peace  of  Weftphalia,  and  of 
the  effects  produced  by  that  memo* 
rable  treaty.  In  the  ninth  and  tenth 
books  we  have  a  view  of  Germanic 
affairs,  from  that  period  to  the  Prag* 
made  Sanction,  which  was  concluded 
under  the  emperor  Charles  VI.  in 
1740.  The  remaining  books  of  this 
work  contain  the  ftate  of  things  in 
the  empire,  the  different  changes  in 
its  conftitution,  the  moft  remarkable 
events  which  took  place  to  the  year 
1786,  and  general  obfervations  on 
the  conftitution  as  it  exifts  at  prefent. 
As  a  tranftator,  Dr.  Dornford  is  en¬ 
titled  to  confiderable  praife.  His 
verfion  appears  to  be  faithful  and 
accurate  ;  and  he  has  enriched  it  by 
a  number  of  inftrudtive  and  enter¬ 
taining  rotes,  a  view  from  the  Sta- 
tiftical  Tables  lately  puhlifhed  at 
Berlin,  &c.  of  the  population,  re¬ 
venues,  military  eftablilliments,  &c. 
of  the  principal  territories  of  the 
Germanic  empire,  and  a  copious  in¬ 
dex;  which  are  valuable  improve¬ 
ments  of  the  original  work. 

The  defign  of  the  following  work, 
by  Thomas  B.  Clarke,  may  be  fuf- 
ficiently  learned  from  its  title,  which 
is,  “  A  Statiftical  View  of  Germany, 
in  refpedt  to  the  Imperial  and  Terri¬ 
torial  Conftitution,  Forms  of  Go¬ 
vernment, 
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vcrnmect,  Leglflation,  Adminiftra- 
tioii  of  Juftice,  and  eceleftical  State  ; 
with  a  Sketch  of  the  Character  and 
Genius  of  the  Germans,  and  a  ftiort 
Enquiry  into  the  State  of  their  T rape 
and  Commerce  ;  and  alfo  a  diftindt 
View  of  the  Dominions,  Extent, 
Number  of  Inhabitants  to  a  Square 
Mile,  chief  Towns,  with  their  Size 
and  Population,  Revenues,  Ex- 
penees,  Debt,  and  military  Strength 
of  each  State.5’  The  materials  for 
this  work  appear  to  have  been  col¬ 
lected  by  the  author  from  the  moft 
authentic  fources,  and  are  arranged 
by  him  with  order  and  perfpicuity. 

Without  entering  deeply  into  de¬ 
tail,  or  remotely  into  caufes,”  Mr. 
Clarke  has,  in  this  publication,  per¬ 
formed  an  acceptable  fervice  to  the 

Undent  in  German  hiftorv. 

•> 

With  uncommon  pleafure  have 
we  read  the  u  General  View  of 
Sweden,  &c.”  tranflated  from  the 
Trench  of  Mr.  Catteau.  This  au¬ 
thor  feems  to  have  been  peculiarly 
well  qualified  for  the  talk  which  he 
undertook.  He  had  lived  long  in 
Sweden;  travelled  repeatedly  into 
its  internal  parts  ;  and  was  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  language  of  the 
inhabitants.  But  he  did  not  depend 
folelv  on  his  own  obfervations.  He 
obtained  considerable  information 
from  many  learned  and  well-in¬ 
formed  natives,  dnd  con ful ted  the 
beft  hi  (lories  that  could  fupply  him 
with  any  authentic  materials.  With 
thefc  helps  he  has  drawn  up  an  ufe- 
ful  and  interefting  work,  abounding 
in  judicious  and  liberal  reflections, 
and  written  in  a  pleading  and  ani¬ 
mated  ftyle.  The  fubjeds  princi¬ 
pally  treated  of  in  this  volume,  be- 
flde  the  hiftory  of  the  country  are, 
the  king’s  titles,  court,  family,  &c. ; 
the  connection  of  Sweden  with  fo¬ 
reign  powers;  an  hiftorical  detail  of 
its  conflitution,  to  the  form  efta- 
blifhel  uT  1 772;  interior  govern? 
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ment J  religion;  civil  and  criminal 
laws;  military  eftablifhmerl ;  re¬ 
venues  and  expences  ;  population  ; 
natural  riches ;  cultivation  ;  domef- 
tic  and  foreign  commerce;  ratidrii! 
character,  manners,  snd  cuftims  of 
the  inhabitants;  language;  a:  ts  and 
fciences;  and  antiquities.  Mr.  Cat¬ 
teau  does  not  appear  to  difadvantage 
in  an  Englifh  drefs. 

o  , 

“  The  Hiftory  of  France,  from 
the  fuff  Eftablifhment  of  that  Mo¬ 
narchy  to  the  prefent  Revolution,  in 
three  Volumes,”  contains  a  iudicious 
and  pleaflng  abridgment  of  the  hif- 
tory  of  a  country,  the  annals  of 
which  muff  be  particularly  intereft¬ 
ing  at  this  eventful  period.  The 
fir  ft  volume  commences  with  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  origin  and  fir  A:  expedi¬ 
tions  of  the  Franks,  previous  to  the 
reign  of  Clovis,  who  was  the  founder 
of  the  French  monarchy,  and  carries 
down  the  hiftorv  to  the  end  of  the 
reign  of  Lewis  XL  In  the  fecond 
volume  this  hifforv  is  continued  from 
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the  acceflion  of  Charles  VIII.  to  the 
death  of  Lewis  XIV.  The  third 
volume  is  employed  on  the  more 
modern  part  of  French  hiftorv, 
which  is  brought  down  to  the  eve  of 
the  late  revolution.  A  publication 
like  the  prefent,  executed  with  fide¬ 
lity  and  judgment,  has  been  for  a 
long  time  a  defideratum  in  Englifli 
literature.  And  it  is  but  juftice  to 
award  to  the  author,  or  authors,  of 
thefe  volumes,  the  praife  of  having 
furnifhed  an  ufeful  and  accurate 
compendium  of  French  hiftorv, 
written  with  elegance  and  fpirit, 
which  deferves  a  favourable  recep¬ 
tion  from  young  perfons,  and  from 
perfohs  of  every  age  who  have  not 
Jeifure  or  inclination  to  ftudy  more 
prolix  and  voluminous  works.  In 
the  third  volume,  the  caufes  which 
produced  the  late  revolution  are  de¬ 
veloped  with  great  perfpicuity  and 
impartiality  ;  and  the  narrative;  is 

inter? 
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interfperfed  with  remarks  and  re- 
fleiftions  which  will  be  particularly 
acceptable  to  thofe  who  rejoice  at 
beholding  the  fubjecls  of  fo  extemlve 
an  empire  emancipating  themfelves 
from  the-  chains  of  tyranny  and  fu~ 
perftition,  and  affecting  their  com¬ 
mon  claim  to  civil. and  religious 
freedom. 

The  u  Hiftorical  and  Critical  Me¬ 
moirs  of  the  general  Revolution  in 
France,  in  the  Year  1789,  from  the 
Opening  of  the  States  General,  on 
the  25th  of  April,  till  the  framing 
the  Conflitution,  on  the  6th  of  Au  • 
puff:  following,  bv  John  Talbot  Dil¬ 
lon,  Efq.  R.  S.  R.  E*  &cA  confift  of 
an  interefting  detail  of  particulars 
relating  to  that  memorable  event, 
collected  from  authentic  papers,  and 
accompanied  with  fome  of  the  rnofl 
remarkable  fpeediesof  the  charade rs 
who  were  eminently  acfive  in  accorn- 
plifhing  it.  To  this  work  Mr.  Dil¬ 
lon  has  prefixed  a  fenfible  and  ani¬ 
mated  difcourfe  on  the  univerfal 
ahufe  of  power,  and  on  the  defpo- 
tifm  of  the  French  monarchy  at  the 
time  of  the  late  revolution,  which 
contains  many  juft  and  liberal  fenti- 
ments.  We  cannot  pafs  any  enco¬ 
mium  on  his  arrangement  and  ftyle, 
in  which  he  appears  to  have  been 
betrayed  into  negligences  and  im¬ 
proprieties  by  his  too  great  hafte  in 
11  {Bering  his  production  into  tue 
world. 

From  the  u  Sketches  chiefly  re¬ 
lating,  to  the  Hiftory,  Religion, 
Learning,  and- Manners  of  the  Hin¬ 
doos,  with  a  concife  Account  of  the 
prefent-State  of  the  nativ-e  dowers  of 
Hindoftan,”  we  have  received  much 
information  and  pleafure.  1  he  in- 
veftigation  of  Oriental  luftory  and 
antiquities,  and  of  the  cuftoms,  man¬ 
ners,  and  laws  of  the  Affatic  nations 
has,  of  late  years,  very  much  em¬ 
ployed  the  attention  of  fevecal  Eng- 
Elh  gentlemen  at  Calcutta.  A  foci- 
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ety  has  been  -eftab lifted  in  that  place* 
for  this  exprefs  objeCt jf-and,  .from 
the  accounts  transmitted  home,,  it 
appears  that  th$y  have  made  confi- 
derable  progrefs.  By  ftudying.  an 
acquaintance  with  the  Sanfcrit -lan¬ 
guage,  in  which  the  moft  authentic 
and  ancient  records  of  the  Brahmans, 
are  'written,  by  opening  communica¬ 
tions  from  the  reftdence  of  the  grand 
lama  to  the  extremity  of  the  peniri- 
fula  of  India,  and  by  frequently  vifit-  ■ 
ing  the  interior  parts  of  the  country, 
they  have  obtained  much  more  ex¬ 
tensive  information  than  any  Euro¬ 
peans  ever  pofteffed  before.  The 
author  of  thefe  Sketches  has  availed 
himfelf  of  their  labours,  in  drawing 
up  his  interefting  and  mftrufrive 
work.  After  fome  general  reflec¬ 
tions  on  the  hiftory  and  religion  of 
mankind,  and  enumerating  the  prin¬ 
cipal  fources  of  information  concern¬ 
ing  Hindoftan,  he  enters  into  a  (hort, 
but  comprehenftye  and  perfpicuous 
hiftory  of  that  country.  To  this 
fucceed  accounts  of  the  government, 
religion,  manners,  and  cuftoms  of 
the  Hindoos ;  of  the  mythology, 
learning,  philofophy,  and  aftrono- 
my  of  the  Brahmans ;  and'  of  the 
political  irate  of  the. native  powers  of 
Hindoftan.  On  thefe  various  topics 
the  author  delivers  a  variety  of  valu¬ 
able  and  curious  particulars,  which 
will  afford  ample  gratification  to  the 
reader.'  It  is  proper  to  add,  that 
thefe  Sketches  recommend  them- 
felves,  not  only  by  the  information 
and  entertainment  which  they  con¬ 
vey,  but  by  the  elegance  and  cor- 
red  trie  fs  of  their  language. 

In  our  Hiftory  of  the  Literature 
of  , Germany,  for  the  year  5787, 
we  took  notice  in  terms  of  approba¬ 
tion,  of  a  work  entitled  u  The  , 
ftate  of  Government,  Religion,  Li-  . 
terature,  aqd  the  Arts  in  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  towards  the.  Clofe^  of  the 
Eighteenth  Century,  by  D,  G.  F.  . 

Auguftus 
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Auguftus  Wendeborn,  Minifler  of 
a  German  Church  in  London.1 ” 
During  the  prefent  year,  this  inte- 
refling  and  entertaining  work  has 
been  tranfiated  into  Englifh,  by  the 
author  himfelf,  and  publifhed  under 
the  title  of  “  A  View  of  England 
towards  the  Clofe  of  the  Eighteenth 
Century,  &c.  in  2  vols.’7  In  his 
preface  Dr.  Wendeborn  informs  us, 

“  that  haviny  received  information 

(S) 

that  more  than  one  Englifh  tranf- 
lation,  by  different  perfons,  was 
about  to  be  undertaken,  he  had 
reafon  to  apprehend,  that  thefe 
trariflators  might  not  do  that 
juftice  to  the  original,  which  he 
would  naturally  wiili  lor  ;  and 
therefore,  in  his  own  defence,  and 
contrary  to  his  inclination,  he  un¬ 
dertook  the  tranflation  himfelf.” 
He  willies  the  Englifh  reader,  “  to 
keep  it  always  in  mind,  that  the 
author  is  a  foreigner,  who  wrote  it 
with  no  other  view  than  that  of  in- 
itruCting  his  own  countrymen. 
Many  things,  therefore,  in  the  ori¬ 
ginal  muft  appear  uninterefting  to  a 
-well  informed  Englifhman  ;  and  for 
this  reafon,  fundry  paffages,  rela¬ 
tive  to  matters  which  are  fufficiently 
known  in  this  country,  are  omitted 
in  the  tranflation.’5  Although  we 
have  already  given  our  general  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  merits  of  this  work,  we 
cannot  difmifs  it  without  warmly 
recommending  it  to  our  readers,  al¬ 
luring  them,  that  it  contains  a  more 
difpaffionate,  charadteriftic,  and  in- 
ItruCtive  view  of  England,  and  the 
Englifh  nation,  than  we  remember 
to  have  met  with  in  anv  other  nub- 

m  1 

lication.  As  a  tranflation,  this 
work  appears  to  be  executed  with 
great  and  uncommon  merit.  I11 
its  Enp-lilh  drefs  it  maintains  all  the 
fpiritof  an  original;  and  is,  in  ge¬ 
neral,  as  correct  and  perfpicuous  as 
if  it  had.  been  undertaken  bv  a  na- 
live  of  this  country. 
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The  u  Defcriptive  Account  of  the 
Ifland  of  Jamaica,  by  William  Beck- 
ford,  Efq.  in  2  vols.”  is  a  work 
which  contains  much  valuable  infor¬ 
mation  relative  to  that  illand  and  its 
ftaple  commodity,  intermixed  with 
picturefque  deferiptions  of  the  face 
of  the  country,  the  peculiarities  of 
the  climate,  the  fports  of  the  held, 
difquifitions  on  the  management 
of  the  negroes,  reflections  on  the 
probable  confequences  of  the  abo¬ 
lition  of  the  have  trade,  or  of 
their  emancipation,  and  numerous 
other  fubjeCts  which  are  admitted 
as  epifodes  into  the  body  of  his 
work,  as  Mr.  Beckford’s  account 
is  not  arranged  in  a  regular  plan, 
it  is  not  eafy  within  our  preferibed 
limits,  to  give  a  more  fpecific  view 
of  its  contents.  We  ought,  how¬ 
ever,  to  add,  that  from  his  long  re- 
lidence  in  Jamaica  he  hid  opportu¬ 
nities  of  being  well  acquainted  with 
the  feenes  which  he  deferibes;  that 
many  of  his  digreffions  which  may 
be  thought  unnecelTary,  will  afford 
amufement  to  the  reader  ;  and  that 
ufeful  leffons  to  the  planter  an'd  -the 
politician  may  be  drawn  from  his 
remarks. 

Mr.  Umfreville’s  44  Prefent  State 
of  Hudfon’s  Bay  ;  containing  a  full 
Defcription  of  that  Settlement  and 
the  adjoining  Country,  &c.”  was 
written,  principally,  with  a  view 
of  explaining  the  value  of  the  fet- 
tlements  in  that  part  of  the  world  to 
the  public  ;  in  what  refpeCts  they 
are  capable  of  improvement ;  and 
to  point  out  the  mifehievous  effects 
of  that  monopoly  which  the  compa¬ 
ny  enjoy.  In  this  little  work,  the 
author  has  detailed  a  number  of  ob- 
fervations  on  the  nature  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  the  inhabitants,  their  languages, 
the  animal  creation,  the  climate, 
and  the  mode  of  conducting  the 
commerce  of  the  company,  which 
will  afford  entertainment  to  all  de¬ 
feriptions 
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.Script  ions  of  readers.  Many  of  the 
faBts  which  he  fets  forth,  are  of  fuf¬ 
ficient  importance  to  claim  the  at¬ 
tention  of  s-overnment.  Mr.  Um- 

o 

freviile  appears  to  have  acquired 
fufficient  knowledge  for  writing 

o*  o 

this  hiftory,  by  a  reftdence  of 
eleven  years' in  the  fervice  of  the 
Hudfon’s  Bay  Company ;  and  his 
work  is  drawn  up  in  an  eafy  and 
p leafing  ftyle. 

.  The  u  Naval  and  Military  Me¬ 
moirs  of  Great  Britain,  from  the 
Year  1727,  to  the  prefent  Time,  by 
R.  Beatfon,  Efq.  in  three  volumes,’ ’ 
compofe  a  work  which  will  be  par¬ 
ticularly  acceptable  hot  only  to  thofe 
who  are  c.onverfant  in  military  and 
naval  affairs,  but  to  readers  in  gene¬ 
ral.  The  objeCl  of  the  author  is  to 
afford,  from  authentic  fources,  and 
with  proper  illuftrations,  a  view  of 
the  warlike  tranfadfions  of  this 
country,  fo  far  as  they  are  connected 
with  maritime  affairs,  from  the  pe¬ 
riod  referred  to  ;  to  be  particular 
and  minute  refpecting  individual 
fervices ;  to  trace  the  errors  and 
mifcarriages  that  have  arifen  to  their 
proper  fources  ;  and  to  pay  a  proper 
tribute  of  refpect  to  thofe  officers 
and  commanders  who  have  delerved 
well  of  this  country.  The  prefent 
volumes  extend  the  author’s  narra¬ 
tion  as  far  as  the  year  1762;  and 
have  each  of  them  a  copious  ap¬ 
pendix,  containing  defcriptions  of 
places,  public  letters,  capitulations, 
lines  of  battle,  &c.  ike.  It  is  his  in¬ 
tention  to  complete  his  ctefign  in  three 
additional  volumes,  confiding  of  more 
recent  materials,  which  are  in  conft- 
derable  forwardnefs.  This  work, 
from  the  nature  of  the  fubjedf  on 
■which  it  treats,  will  be  expected  to 
contain  a  number  of  inte.refting  par¬ 
ticulars  ;  and  thofe  who  take  it  up 
with  that  expectation,  will  not  be 
difappointed.  They  will  meet,  like- 
wife,  with  many  fenftbls  and  ufeful 
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reflections,  which  do  honour  to  the 
principles  and  public  fpirit  of  the 
author,  and  are  highly  deferring 
of  attention.  Captain  Beatfon,  with 
great  modeliy,  declines  all  claim  to 
the  title  of  an  hiftorian,  from-  an 
apnrehenfton  that  he  does  not  pof- 
fefs  the  higher  qualifications  necef- 
farv  to  that  character.  His  work, 
however,  is  recommended  by  the  au¬ 
thenticity  of  the  materials  which  he 
has  collected,  great  candor  and 
impartiality,  and  a  fufficient  plain- 
nets  and  perspicuity  of  ftyle.  And 
we  entertain  no  doubt,  but  that 
the  reception  which  it  will  meet 
with  will  encourage  the  author  to  a 
fpeedy  publication  of  his  remaining 
volumes. 

Among  other  methods  which  have 
been  adopted,  to  perpetuate  the  me¬ 
mory  of  important  events,  or  to  ce¬ 
lebrate  the  brilliant  actions  of  dif- 
tlnguilhed  characters,  that  of  link  ¬ 
ing  medals  in  commemoration  of 
them,  is  a  practice  that  hath  obtained 
in  molt  nations,  and  from  very  ear- 
]y  times.  From  thofe  which  remain 
of  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  not  only 
have  the  lovers  and  profelfors  of  the 
fine  arts  been  gratified,  but  the  claf- 
flcal  fchoiar  has  been  enabled  to  ex¬ 
plain  many  difficult  paftages,  the  di¬ 
vine  to  i  Hu  ft  rate  the  theology  of  the 
ancients,  and  the  chronologift  and 
hiftorian  to  collect  important  dates, 
and  faCts.  Thofe  writers,  therefore, 
who  have  employed  themfelves  in 
arranging  and  Dubliihing  fvftems  of 
thefe  medals,  have  done  conftderabie 
fervice  to  the  interefts  of  literature. 
One  of  ,  the  molt  fplendid  publica¬ 
tions  of  this  kind, intended  to  illuf- 
'  trate  the  hiftory  of  our  own  coun- 
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try,  has  appeared  during  the  prefent 
year,  under  the  title  of  a  The  Me- 
dalic  Hiftory  of  England,  to  the 
Revolution,  with  forty  Plates.”  Mr. 
Evelyn,  in  his  Numifmata,  had  piib- 
liftied  many  Englifti  medals; -and 
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he  had  been  followed  by  different 
authors,  particularly  by  Mr.  Snel- 
ling,  who  had  defervediy  acquired 
very  confiderable  reputation.  His 
work,  however,  was  incomplete,  and 
has  been  much  improved  upon  in 
the  prefent  plan  ;  which  is  the  moft 
perfect  and  interefting  of  any  which 
have  been  offered  to  the  public. 
But  we  do  not  pronounce  it  to  be 
free  from  errors  and  defeats.  Of  the 
former  feveral  appear  in  the  tranfla- 
tions  of  the  infcriptions  ;  and  of  the 
latter  many  might  be  eafily  fupplied, 
/  by  confulting  thofe  repofitories  to 
which  the  gentlemen  concerned  in  it 
could  have  eafy  accefs.  This  work, 
notwithftanding,  is  highly  deferving 
of  the  patronage  of  the  public. 
The  numerous  plates  are  executed 
with  great  elegance,  as  well  as  fide¬ 
lity,  and  are  accompanied  with  ex¬ 
planations  and  remarks  which  are 
valuable  and  curious. 

Another  branch  of  fcience  which 
aftifts  in  bringing  into  view  u  all  that 
is  heroic  in  character,  and  all  that 
is  illuftrious  in  ftory,”  is  Heraldry. 
And  in  this  fcience,  the  curiofity  of 
Englishmen  is  frequently  directed  to 
enquire  into  the  character  and  ex¬ 
ploits  of  thofe  diftinguifhed  perfons, 
who,  in  a  civil  or  military  capacity, 
have  acquired  thofe  honours  for 
themfelves  and  their  pofterity,  which 
have  contributed  to  raife  the  a  rift  o- 
cratic  branch  of  our  conftitution. 
Among  the  different  publications 
which  have  appeared  to  gratify  this 
curiofity,  the  moft  fplendid  and  in- 
terefting  “  is  the  Englifh  Peerage  ; 
or,  a  View  of  the  ancient  and  prefent 
State  of  the  Englifh  Nobility ;  to 
which  islubj oined  a  chronological  Ac¬ 
count  of  fuch  Titles  as  have  become 
extindf,  from  the  Norman  Conqueft 
to  the  beginning  of  the  Year  1  790, 
in  three  volumes  quarto.”  The  ob¬ 
ject  of  the  editor  of  this  work  is,  to 
avoid  the  coldnefs  of  the  chronolo- 
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gift  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  minute 
particularity  of  the  hiftorian  on  the 
other;  to  employ44  expreff  ons  fim- 
pie,  dear,  and  emphatica!,”  in  de- 
fcribing  the  origin  of  every  particu¬ 
lar  family,  with  the  account  of  every 
perfon  in  it  who  had  been  diftin- 
guifhed  for  ability,  memorable  ac¬ 
tions,  commands,  high  ouices,  dig¬ 
nities,  &c.  and  a  detail  of  the  births, 
marriages,  promotions,  and  titles 
of  the  living  perfons  of  the  family, 
&c.  &c.  and  to  render  theu  whole  or¬ 
namental  to  the  librarv,  and  honour- 
able  to  the  ftate  of  arts  and  printing 
in  England.”  On  the  whole,  we 
may  obferve,  that  this  work  is  unri¬ 
valled  in  its  kind,  whether  vve  con- 
fider  it  as  a  concife  hiftory  of  the 
genealogies  of  our  Englifh  nobility, 
and  the  refpedive  merits  of  their 
different  members,  or  attend  to  the 
elegance  and  fplendor  of  the  engrav¬ 
ings  of  the  arms.  Such  a  publica¬ 
tion  was  much  wanted ;  and  will  be 
highly  acceptable,  not  only  to  the 
lovers  of  heraldry,  but  to  the  lovers 
of  the  fine  arts.  , 

The  u  Collection  of  Treaties  be¬ 
tween  Great  Britain,  and  other 
Powers  ;  by  G.  Chalmers,  Efq.  in 
2  vols.”  is  a  work  which  will  be  an 
acceptable  prefent  to  the  hiftorian, 
and  ftatefman,  as  well  as  to  readers 
in  general.  This  collection  has  been 
made,  with  great  attention  and  accu¬ 
racy,  from  a  vaft  mafs  of  difcordant 
matter,  forming  nearly  forty  volumes 
in  folio.  It  is  prefaced  by  a  chro¬ 
nological  index  of  the  treaties  which 
have  been  made,  at  various  times 
with  different  nations,  with  refe¬ 
rences  to  where  they  may  be  found  ; 
and  contains,  at  length,  fuch  as  ap¬ 
peared  to  the  editor  to  be  the  moft 
interefting  and  important.  The 
following  is  the  order  in  which  the 
different  countries  ftand  in  his  lift  : 
after  beginning  with  Ruffia,  in  the 
North,  he  has  regularly  proceeded 
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to  the  South  of  Europe,  whence  he 
ha?  diverged  to  Africa  and  Aha,  and 
ended  finally  in  America.  From 
this  general  account  of  the  compila¬ 
tion  before  ms,  our  readers  will  be 
able  to  form  a  Sufficient  idea  of  its 
utility. and  convenience. 

To  the  dudents  in  Ecclefiafiical 
•Hidoiy,  Dr.  PriefHey’s  “  General 
Hillary  of  the  Chrillian  Church,  to 
the  Fall  of  the  Wedern  Empire,  in 
two  Volumes,5’  will  be  an  acceptable 
and  ufefui  prefent.  In  this  work  the 
learned  author  ha?  departed  from 
the  ufual  divifion  into  centuries, 
which  has  been  adopted  by  moll 
preceding  writers,  and  has  divided 
the 'hidory  into  fuch  periods  as  were 
•fiiggefled  by  the  events  which  he  de- 
fcribes.  Befide  difpofing  in  a  regu¬ 
lar  feries  the  fafts  relative  to  the 
church,  he  has  given  a  particular 
view  of  the  rife  and  prog-refs  of  opi¬ 
nions  and  lefts,  memoirs  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  aftors  and  moll  eminent  writ¬ 
ers  in  the  different  periods,  a  Ik  etch 
of  the  Hate  of  heathen ifm,  before 
and  after  the  death  of  Conftantine, 
the  origin  and  progrefs  of  the  mo¬ 
nadic  life,  and  of  other  fuperllitious 
praftices,  and  numerous  other  parti- 
ticulars,  which  throw  conliderable 
light  on  the  fubjeft  which  he  has  un¬ 
dertaken  to  difcufs.  To  thefe  he 
has  added  a  chart  of  eccleliaftical 
perfons,  after  the  manner  of  his  ge¬ 
neral  chart  of  biography.  To  ex- 
peft  that  in  this  work  Dr.  Priellley 
Should  betray  no  bias  in  favour  of 
his  own  fydem  of  opinions,  would 
be  to  expeft  more  from  him  than  is 
confident  with  the  char  after  of  any 
writer  who  has  devoted  himfelf  to 
refleftion  and  enquiry,  and  who  is 
•  above  all  artifice  and  difguife.  It 
would  be  to  expeft  what  would  be 
inconfident  with  his  principal  objeft, 
which  is  to  diew,  that  the  opinion? 
which  he  deems  to  be  corruptions  of 
Chridianity,  did  not  exid  in  the 
eariied  ages,  but  were  gradually  in- 
1790.  * 
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corporated  with  that  fydem  as  it  ob¬ 
tained  converts  from  the  philofophi- 
cal  fefts,  or  became  connected  with 
the  civil  power.  It  is  but  judice 
however,  to  fay,  that  his  predilec¬ 
tions  do  not  appear  in  any  indance, 
to  have  led  him  to  a  concealment  or 
mifreprefentation  of  fafts;  although 
his  inferences  from  them  maybe  dis¬ 
puted.  His  observations  and  re¬ 
marks  are  worthy  of  an  enlarged  and 
phiiofophical  mind ;  and  are  equal 
proofs  of  the  lincerity  of  his  attach¬ 
ment  to  Chridianity,  and  of  his  can¬ 
dor  and  philanthropy.  This  work* 
likewife,  is  written  with  that  Sim¬ 
plicity  of  language,  and  perfpicuity 
of  arrangement,  that  render  it  pe¬ 
culiarly  qualified  for  the  information 
of  the  unlearned  reader. 

Dr.  Gregory’s  “  Hidory  of  the 
Chridian  Church,  from  the  eariidl 
Periods  to  the  prefent  Times,  in  two 
Volumes,”  was  drawn  up  with  the 
defign  of  Supplying  general  readers 
who  have  no  leifure  or  inclination 
to  labour  through  voluminous  pub¬ 
lications,  and  the  younger  part  of 
the  clerical  profeffion,  with  a  com¬ 
pendium  of  ecclefiafiical  hidory, 
collefted  from  the  bed  authorities, 
and  arranged  in  a  clear  and  metho¬ 
dical  form.  This  hidory  is  divided 
according  to  centuries ;  and  each 
century  is  Subdivided  into  four  chap¬ 
ters.  In  the  fird  of  thefe  chapters, 
the  general  date  of  the  church, 
is  considered;  in  the  Second,  its 
doftrines,  government,  difcipline, 
and  ceremonies;  in  the  third,  the 
rife  and  progrefs  of  the  different 
fefts ;  and  in  the  fourth,  the  date 
of  literature,  with  Some  account  of 
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the  mod  eminent  men.  The  whole 
is  concluded  with  the  prefent  date  of 
religious  fefts,  and  particularly  in 
Great  Britain.  Of  this  work  Dr.  Gre¬ 
gory,  with  great  modedy,  claims 
only  the  charafter  of  editor  ;  acknow¬ 
ledging,  that  for  a  considerable  part 
of  the  niatenals  of  the  fird  volume 

F  he* 
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he  is  indebted  to  a  learned  and  inge¬ 
nious  friend;  and  for  the  latter  to 
contemporary'  Writers,  and  to  the 
contributions  of  his  learned  ac- 
qiiaintkhe'e.  He  is,  however,  en¬ 
titled  to  no  final]  (hare  of  praife, 
both  from  the  utility  of  his  defign, 
and  the  judicious  pleafng  manner  in 
which  he  has  executed  it;  which 
fuihcientl  v  difcpver  his  talents  and  his 
iriduffry.  In  tome  refpecfs  it  might 
have  been  improved  ;  and  it  may  be 
thought  that  fome  of  the  obferva- 
tions,  and  notes,  are  fuch  as  fhould 
not  have  proceeded  from  his  liberal 
and  enlightened  pen.  But;  on  the 
whole,  it  is  impartial  and  unex¬ 
ceptionable,  and  well  ca'culated 
for  the  purpofe  intended  by  the  au¬ 
thor, 

“  The; Hiifory  of  Baptifm,”  by 
the  lade  Mr.  Robinfon,  of  Cam¬ 
bridge,  is  part  only  of  a  larger  work, 
which;  he  defgned  to  publifh,  on 
the  Hifiory  of  the  Baptifls ;  the  ma¬ 
terials  for  which  had  been  collected 
arid  arranged  by  him  with  imcom- 
mon  induilry  and  application,  and 
a  coiiliderabfe  part  prepared  for  the 
prefs.  This  Volume,  is  complete 
in  itfelf.  Of  a  work  fo  d  iff  life  and 
complex,  it  is  not  pofib’e  for  us  to 
lay  any  particular  account  before 

our  readers.  We  flail  only  obferve, 
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therefore,  that  it  contains  the  mo  ft 
'acute  and  ingenious  defence  of  the 
Baptvfts  that  hath  ever  yet  appeared, 
drawn,  from  the  records,  and  alfo 
from  the1  remains  of  Chrifian  anti- 
'  Cjisity'.  'For  the  author  has  availed 
hfmfeif  of  the  refearches  qf  the  an¬ 
tiquary,  as  well  as  of  the  hiftorian  ; 
and  has  illuftrated  his  work  by  en¬ 
gravings  taken  from  ancient  paint¬ 
ings  arid  buildings,  arid  from  Dariifh 
'  "arid  S'aicou  remains  in  our  JBritiili 

f  t  hurchr;-. 

Our  biographical  life  for  the  year 
i  7'9v?  y  . not  diftinguifhed  by  aby 
jpiiblihatiohsfef ;  magnitude  orimpor- 
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tance,  if  wre  except  Dr.  Puiteney?$ 
“HiforicalandBiographical  Sketches 
of  the  I’rogrefs  of  Botany  in  Eng¬ 
land,  from  its  Origin  to  the  Intro¬ 
duction  of  the  Linnsean  Sylferh,  in 
two  VolsP’Butasthe  account  of  thefe 
volumes  belongs  more  properly  to 
the  fcientific  department  of  our  Re- 
gifer,  we  fhall  only  obferve,  that 
the  hif orian  and  biographer,  as  well 
as  the  botanif,  will  receive  much 
gratification  from  the  perufaP  of 
them.  The  anecdotes  and  me¬ 
moirs  which  they  contain  of  thofe 
botanical  writers  wdio  fourified  in 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  are  in- 
terefling  and  inftrudfive ;  and  many 
curious  incidental  faffs  and  circum- 
ftances  are  introduced,  which  en¬ 
liven  the  author’s  narrative.  The 
manner  in  which  thefe  fketches  are 
executed,  bears  honourable  teftimo- 
ny  to  Dr.  Pulteney’s  extenfive  know¬ 
ledge,  good  lenfe,  and  liberality. 

We  might  except,  likewife,  “  The 
Life  of  Daniel  De  Foe,  by  George 
Chalmers,  Efq.”  But  this  work  is 
only  publifhed  at  prefent  in  a  fepa- 
rate  form.  It  was  prefixed  in  the 
year  1786,  to  a  new  edition  of  De 
Foe’s  Hifiory  of  the  Union  ;  and 
our  readers  may  be  able  to  form  an 
opinion  of  its  merit,  by  referring 
to  the  ample  extraff  which  we  have 
given  from  it  in  our  Regifter  for  that 
year. 

I  he  u  Examination  of  the  Life 
and  Charaft-er  of  Nathaniel  Lord 
Crewe,  Bifhop  of  Durham,”  has 
been  publifhed  with  the  defig h  of 
vindicating  that  extraordinary  per- 
fon,  from  the  unfavourable  repre- 
lentations  given  of  him  by  Mr.  Hut- 
chinfon  in  his  Annals  of  the  Bifnops 
of  Durham,  and  by  his  other  bio¬ 
graphers.  The  authority  to  which 
the  editor  of  this  volume  appeals 
is  amanufeript,  obtained  by  acei- 
•  dent,  which  appears  to  have  belonged 
to  one  of  the  houfehoid  of  -the 

CrewesJ 
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Orevves,  and  contains  minutes  of  the 
molt  material  incidents  of  the  pie- 
Mte’s  life,  f  rom  the  account,  here 
given-  of  this  manufcript,  k  is  pfo- 
bable  that  it  is  original  and  authen¬ 
tic  :  it  will,  therefore,  prove  a  desi¬ 
rable  acquisition  to  the  future  bio¬ 
graphers  of  iord  Crewe. 

The  “  Memoirs  of  the .  life  of 
Mr.  Nicholas  Ferrar  •  by  P.  Peckard, 
D*  I).  Mafter  of.  Magdalen  College^ 
Cambridge,”  contain  an  account  of 
a  perfon  of  a  lingular  turn  and  calf  of 
mind,  who,  at  the  early  age  of  thir¬ 
ty  two  years,  thought  it  his. duty  to 
divorce  himfclf  from  the  world,  and 
to  devote  the  remainder  of  his  days 
to  devotion,  and  to  the  practice  of 
auderities  which  were  not  exceeded 
by  the  fevered  orders  of  the  monas¬ 
tic  inditutions.  That  Mr.  Ferrar 
was  a  pious  and  well  meaning  man, 
no  one  can  doubt  who  reads  his  hif- 
torv.  But  we  do  not  perceive  that 
he  polfelTed  any  peculiar  merit,  to 
tender  his  name  worthy  of  beingr 
tranhnitted  to  pofterity.  And  we 
think,  moreover,  that  the  fuperftiti- 
ous  notions  with  which  his  mind  was 
evidently  tinctured,  which  led  him, 
by  fecluding  himfclf  from  the  world, 
to  withdraw  from  feenes  in  which  he 
might  have  been  eminently  ufe ful, 
render  him  a  very  unfit  character  to 

■j 

be  held  up  as  an  example  to  others. 

The  “  The  Sketch  of  the  Life  of 
Dr.  Duncan  Liddell,  of"  Aberdeen, 
Profcflor  of  Mathematics  and  of 
Medicine,  in  the  U nr verb ty  of 
Heimdadtjj”  is  a  tribute  of  refpcct 
to  the  memory  of  one  of  the  molt 
generous  benefactors  to  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Aberdeen,  the  materials  for 
which  have  been  collected  from  the 
publications  of  Cafelius.  To  thofe 
who  with  to  meet  with  a  general 
view  of  the  date  of  learning,  phi- 
iofophy,  and  medicine,  in  the  fix- 
teen  tb  ceratury,  this  sketch  will  be  ttb 
acceptable  prelimt. 
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Mu  Toph arm’s  “  Life  of  the  late 
John  Elwes,"  Efq.  Member  in  thrcT. 
fuccefhve  Parliaments  for  Berkfhire/* 
confifts  of  a  feries  of  anecdotes  coo-/ 
cerning  tliat  very  extraordinary  cha¬ 
racter,  which,  though  ui  icon  needed, 
are  drawn  up  in  a  drikihg  and  intern 
reding  manner,  and  hake  met  with 
a  favourable  reception  from;  the  pub¬ 
lic.  Mr.  Elwes  Js  known  to  have 
united  in  his  ch.araftdr  the  greated 
apparent  inconfidenaes.  The  mod 
unbounded  avarice,  however,  w„aS'- 
his  ruling  paffiop  :  in  indulging  to 
which  he  fubmitted  to  every  me'an- 
hefs  that  coyild  render  ids  character 
contemptible,  while  he  was  occafion- 
ally  remarkable  for  the  moif  lauda¬ 
ble  benevolence  and  generality,  and 
maintained  throughout  life  a  charac¬ 
ter  of  the  drifted  probity ;  and,  in, 
his  public  capacity,  of  an  upright  and 
independent  member  of  parliament, 
and  a  reipeftabie  and  ufeful  mag  if- 
trate.  Mr.  Topham  fee  ms  to  have 
had  extenfive  and  authentic  inform 
mation  refpefting  this  lingular  per- 
fen. 

The  lamented  death  of  Mr".  How¬ 
ard  was  quickly  followed  by  different 
anonymous  publics  cions,  purporting 
to  be  authentic  anecdotes  of  his  life* 
by  perfons  who  from  their  intimate 
acquaintance  with  Lira  were  well 
qualified  for  becoming  his  biogra¬ 
ph  ers4  There  is  not,  however,.  any 
one  of  them  of, diffident  importance 
to  merit  didind  notice  in  a  hi  dory 
of  literature.  And  we  have  yet  td 
wait  for  Inch  a  life  of  that  celebrated 
phiianthropid  as  defer ves  a  refpedt- 
able  rank  among  biographical  pro¬ 
ductions.  , 

In  reading  the  u  Memoirs  of  his 
owri  Life,  by  Tate  W  ilkinfon,  Pa¬ 
tentee  of  the  Theatres  Roy  A  York 
and  Hull,  m  four  Volumes, ”  we 
Have  been  agreeably  enteitained  and 
am u fed.  They  abound  in  anecdotes 
of  the  .principal  theatric^  characters 
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who  have  been  favourites  with  the 
public  Fmce  the  year  1750,  and  con¬ 
tain  various  particulars  relative  to 
the  hiftory  of  the  ftage  from  that 
time,  which  will  be  interefting  to 
moll  readers.  Colley  Cibber’s  Life, 
written  by  himfelf,  feems  to  have 
been  the  model  which  Mr.  Wilkin- 
Ibn  had  in  view  when  he  conceived 
the  deflgn  of  compiling  thefe  volumes. 
He  is,  however,  more  digrefiive  than 
his  prototype,  and  lefs  exa <ft  with 
refpecf  to  his  chronology.-  But  when 
it  is  conlidered  that  thefe  Memoirs 
were  haftily  thrown  together  during 
a  confinement  occ.afioned  by  a  frac¬ 
tured  limb,  and  that  the  memory 
has  been  chiefly  depended  upon  for 
the  materials,  great  allowances  will 
be  made  for  any  imperfections  that 
may  be  difcovered  in  them.  They 
may  be  recommended  as  an-  agree¬ 
able  fupplement  to  Cibber’s  Life, 
Davis’s  Life  of  Garrick,  and  the 
Dramatic  Blifcellanies. 

'  Therbare  few  if  any  of  our  readers- 
who  are  unacquainted  with  the  cele¬ 
brity  which  Mr.  Grofe  defervedly 
obtained  by  his  “  Antiquities  of 
England  and  Wales/’  Thofe  who 
accompanied  him  in  his  inftrudtive 
refearches  in  the  fouthern  parts  of 
the  kingdom,  will  be  happy  to  learn 
that  he  has  Opened  to  them  a  new 
Ibhrce  of  improvement  and  plsafure, 
by  entering  on  the  defcription  of 
ci  the  Antiquities  of  Scotland,”  of 
which  work  a  volume  has  already 
‘ifliied  from  the  profs.  The  fcene  on 
which  our  inquifitive  antiquary  has 
now  entered,  will  prefent  him  with  a 
‘rich  variety  of  finking  objects,  which 
have  in  a  confiderabie  degree  efcaped 
the.  ravages  of  ci  vil  commotion,  and 
the  dilapidations  of  time.  And  it  is 
not  eafv  to  fpeak  in  too  high  terms 
of  the  execution  of  the  work  before 
us,. as  far  as  it  extends  in  the  prefent 
volume.  It  bears  abundant  marks 
of  the  fame  iudviftrv  and  talents  with 
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the  author’s  former  labours.  *  The 
deferiptive  part  is  accurate  and  inte¬ 
refting,  and  illuftrated  by  elegant/ 
and  beautiful  plates:  the  hiftorical 
is  enlivened  by  a  number  of  anec¬ 
dotes,  narratives,  and  traditional  tales,, 
from  which  the  reader  will  derive 
much  entertainment  as-  well  as  in¬ 
formation. 

Since  the’  laft  notice  which  we. 
took  of  the  “  Bibliotheca  Typogra¬ 
phy  Britannica,”  the-  indefatigable 
editor  has  prefented  four  Numbers  - 
to  the  public.  The.  ftrft  of  thefe- 
contains  u  the  Hiftory.  and  Antiqui¬ 
ties  of  Cannon  bury  Houfe,  at  Ifling- 
ton,  in  the.  County  of  Middlefex;” 
and  aftigns  reafons  for  concluding 
that  it  had  been  a  part  of  a  grant  of 
lands  and  rents,  in  Iftedone,  made 
by  Ralph  de  Berners,  in  the  year 
1253,  to  the  priory  of  St.  Bartholo¬ 
mew  in  Baft  Smithfield  ;  and  for  its 
having  been  feledted  as  a  manfion 
for  the  prior  and  his  canons,  from 
which  circumftance  it  probably  aft- 

fumed  the  name  of  Cannonburvv 

«/ 

The  Appendix  to  this  Number  con- 
ftfts  of  five  articles :  the  firft,  pre¬ 
bendaries  of  Itledon,  or  Iflington ; 
the  fecond,  priors  of  St.  Bartholo¬ 
mew  ;  the  third,  vicars  of  Iflington ; 
the  fourth,  epitaphs  from  the  old- 
church,  Iflington,  with  thofe  in  the. 
prefent  church,  1788  ;  the  fifth,  in— 
feriptions  in  the  church-yard,  1788. 
In  this  Number  there  are  five  en¬ 
gravings;  The  fecond  and  third 
Numbers,  which  rank  as  the  fiftieth- 
and  ftfty-firft  in  the  general  work, 
contain  voluminous  u  Collections  to¬ 
wards  the  Hiftory  and  Antiquities 
of  the  Town  and  County  of  Left 
oefter.”  Thefe  Collections  form  two 
large  volumes  in  quarto,  and,  amidft 
a  variety  of  food  for  the  antiquary, 
furnifh  much  hiftorical  and  biogra¬ 
phical  matter,  from  which  readers 
in  general  may  receive  information 
and  amufement.-  What  is  contained 
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in  thefe  Numbers  is  intended  to  be 
considerably  enlarged,  and  to  form 
two  volumes  in  folio;  to  the  perfect¬ 
ing  of  which  he  earneftlv  folicits  the 
afliftance  of  his  literary  friends,  par¬ 
ticularly  of  the  nobility,  clergy,  and 
gentlemen  of  the  county.  The  plates 
in  thefe  Collections  are  numerous  and 
expenlive.  The  fifty-fecond  Number 
"COnlifts  of  nine  or  ten  articles,  chiefly 
relative  to  fubjedts  which  have  al¬ 
ready  been  noticed  in  the  courfe  of 
* 

the  work,  and  lome  additional  plates. 
Thefe  Numbershring  the  Biographi-a 
Typographic^  Britannica  to  a  con- 
clufton.  The  editor,  ‘however,  ic 
not  u  without  hope  of  addrefling 
“the  purchafers  again,  in  a  future 
work  on  the  fubjedl  of  Britifli  anti¬ 
quities,  which,  may  be  printed  in 
uniformity  with  the  prefent,  but  un¬ 
der  a  title  that  lhall  make  it  entirely 
diftind!.”  We  cannot  take  our  leave 
of  this  laborious  undertaking,  with¬ 
out  acknowledging  the  obligations 
that  the  public  are  under  to  Mr. 
Nichols,  for  the  great  zeal  and  afli- 
duity  with  which  he  lias  laboured  to 
.contribute  to  their  information  and 
pleafure.  Much  of  what  he  has  done 
is  exceedingly  valuable  ;  and  will  be 
found  of  conliderabie  fervice  to  the 
■writers  of  general  hi  dory.  And 
what  in  fome  inflances  may  appear 
trivial  and  unimportant,  may  fupply 
future  topographers  with  ufeful  do¬ 
cuments  and  illuftrations. 

Mr.  Pennant’s  work,  entitled,  “  Of 
London,”  afforded  us  much  amufe- 
ment,  and  fome  information  which 
ewe  had  not  met  with  before,  while  we 
.accompanied  the  author  in  his  diffe- 
.rent  walks  through  the  metropolis. 
This  work  does  not  profefs  to  give  a 
regular  hiftorical  view  of  London, 
but  fome  account  of  it.,”  which 
Mr.  Pennant  afferts  his  right  to  give 
in  his  own  manner.”  That  man¬ 
ner  has  always  been  lively,  entertain- 
,  ing,  and  inftrudtive ;  and  his  indulg- 
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ing  to  it  in  the  prefent  volume  has 
produced  a  plead ng  mifeellaneous 
work,  wffich  will  be  particularly  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  thofe  who  may  deem  it  a 
drudgery  to  read  the  laborious  works 
of  a  Stow,  a  Maitland,  or  a  Noor- 
thouk.  *  A.s  it  will  not  be  expeCfed 
that  we Should  enter  into  any  parti¬ 
cular  account  of  fuch  a  publication, 
we  fliail  only  obferve,  in  general 
terms,  that  although  we  may  fomer 
times  difagree  with  our  refpectable 
..author  in  his  refled!ions  and  remarks, 
and  imagine  that  we  can  convid!  him 
of  fome  errors  and  antiquarian  mif- 
takes,  yet,  upon  the  whole,  the  de- 
ffedts  of  his  work  bear  no  proportion 
to  its  genuine  merits.  He  has  point¬ 
ed  out  many  objedfs  and  fad!s,  and 
related  many  anecdotes,  which  have 
been  paffed  over  unnoticed  by  more 
voluminous  writers.  Pie  has,  like- 
wife,  embellifhed  his  account  with 
fourteen  etchings  of  fubjedls  and 
portraits,  which  we  do  not  recoiled! 
to  have  met  with  in  any  other  de¬ 
scription  of  London. 

“  The  JHhftory  and  Antiquities  of 
the  City  of  Briftol,  compiled  from 
original  Records,  and  authentic  Ma* 
nufcripts,  in  public  Offices,  or  in 
private  Hands,  illuffrated  with  Cop¬ 
per-plate  Prints,  by  William  Barrett, 
Surgeon,  F.  S.  A.”  ,is  a  work  which 
appears  to  have  been  executed  with 
great  labour,  and  great  attention, 
efpeciaJlv  to  the  authorities  which 
the  author  quotes  in  every  part., of 
it.  After  detailing  the  general,  civil, 
commercial,  and  ecclefraftical  hiitqry 
of  Briftol,  Mr.  Barrett  enters  on  a 
parochial  Purvey  of. the  city,  defer  ites 
its  public  buildings,  gives  a  particu¬ 
lar  account  of  the  charitable  legacies 
given  to  the  poor  of  every  parifti, 
and  concludes  with  biographical 
anecdote?  of  all  the  Briftol  worthies 
whom  he  can  colled!.  As  the  author 
had  been  for  twenty  years  making 
colledtions  for  this  work,  it  cannot 
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be  fup.pofed  that  he  has  omitted  to  and  of  every  thing  relating  to  that 
pay  attention  to  any  objeft  that  was  river  and  its  inundations.  The 
deferving  of  notice.  'To,  the  inhabi-  fourth  volume  contains  an  account 
tants  of  Briftoi,  therefore,  it  will  be  of  civil  commotions  which  took 
an  acceptable  publication.  We  can-  place  during  the  author's  refidence 
not  beftow  any  praifie  on  the  ftyle  in  that  country,  and  of  his  return 
and  language  in  which  this  hiftory  through  the  Nubian  Defert,  ’till  his 
is  written  :  But  to  thele  circumftances  arrival  at  Marfeilles.  The  fifth -vo- 
tob  little  attention  is  paid  by  rhoft  of  liirqe  is  an  Appendix,  and  contains 
thole  writers  who  devote  tfiemfelves  the  maps,  and  the  defcriptions  of  the 
to  antiquarian  refearches.  objects  of  natural  hiftory,  which  are 

Among  the  books  of  Travels  pub-  generally  illu  ft  rated  by  plates.  With 
l.ifned  during  the  year,  the  firft  place  refpebt  to  the  credit  due  to  Mr.  Bruce, 
is  due  to  thofe  of  James  Bruce,  of  as  a  traveller  and  hiftorian,  various 
Kin  n  air  d,  Biq.  u  to  difcover  the  are  the  opinions  which  have  been 
Source  of  the  Nile,  in  the  Years  held  by  the  critical  world!  Name- 
3768,  1769,  1770,  1771,  1  "7 and  rous  apparent  improbabilities  have 
j'7.73,,  in  .five.  Volumes.”  This  is  a  been  pointed  out,  as  well  as  irsaccu- 
wdrk  which  the  curiofity  of  the  pub-  raeies  in  reafoni ng,  errors  in'  quota- 
lie  had  long  expected;  and  which,  tion,  and  evident  miftakes  of  pafiages 
fiuce  its  appearance,  has  provoked  a  in  ancient  authors.  Thefe  failings, 
very  particular  and  critical  examina-  however,  are  chiefly  to  be  attributed 
tion.  W re  (hall  lay  before  our  rea-  to  carelefthefs  and  want  of  attention, 
dersa  ftiortview  of  its  contents;  and  and  will  by  no  means  warrant  us  in 
afterwards,  with  the  ftricteft  impar-  withholding  our  aftent  from  the  ge- 
tiality,  give  our  opinion  of  its  gene-  neral  purport  of  his  narrative.  Of 
ral  merits.  The  firft  volume,  befide  the  nature  of  the  countries  ifito 
a  loqg  introduction,  in  which  Mr.  which  he  travelled, verylittlehasbeeii 
Bruce  gives  an  account  of  his  former  afeertained,  with  any  degree  of  cer- 
travels  on  the  coait  of  Africa,  of  the  tainty ;  and  the  manners  of  life,  ftate 
Roman  antiquities  he  met  with  there,  of  focietv,  and  the  natural  pheno- 
and  of  his  vifits  to  Aleppo  and  Pal-  mena  in  them,  from  what  little  has 
any ra^ .continues  his  journey  through  been  known,'  are  greatly  different 
jfg ypt,  his  furvey  of  ' the  Arabian  from  any  with  which  we  have  had 
Gulph  as  far  a§  the  Indian  Ocean,  a  more  particular  acquaintance. 

•  his  arrival  at  MafTu ah,  fome  account  Thefe  rircumftances  will  weigh  with 
of  the  firft  peopling  of  Atbara  and  the  candid  and  difipafiionate,  in  fia- 
Ahyftinia?  conjeftures  concerning  vour  of  a  relation  of  events  and  fabls 
„  langugge,  the  firft  ages  of  the'  Indian  of  which ‘their  own  experience  and 
.trade,  and  the  foundation  of  the  the  teftimonv  of  others  afford  no  pa- 
Aby ftini an  monarchy.  The  fecond  rallel.  Wh  think,  however,  that  0111* 
volume  is' entirely  devoted  to  the  author  has' rendered  his  work  unne- 
hiftory -.of  that  empire,  compiled  from  '  ceftnrily  diftufe ;  and  that  in  confe- 
tlieukbwif  annals!  Tire’  third  volume  Tuence  of  this  it  ft  frequently  tedious 

~  '■  ’  I  ’-'  W  *  •  j  1\'/T  -r.h  -  d  Y  v'.  1  .  .  *  '  j  *■  r--  ■' '  •  1  '  .  •  /v*  . 


E>  O  ME  ST  I  G  LITER  ATM  RTW  [231], 


erftlycompenfated  ns  for  our.  patience 
and  labour  in  perilling  fo  voluminous 
a  work.  The  ftyie  and  language  of 
thefe  volumes  are  not  very  accurate, 
or  polifhed.  There  is,  nevertheless, 
a  boldnefs  and  manlinefs  in  them 
that  frequently  create  a  prepoiTeflion 
in  favour  of  the  author,  and  lead 
us  to  overlook  improprieties  againft 
which  faftidious  criticifm  would  pro- 
tefl.  With  refpeH  to  IV] r.  Bruce’s 
claims  to  merit  as  an  artift,  and  bo¬ 
tanic  draughtfman,  we  leave  that  to 
be  determined  by  other  tribunals.. 

The  next  work  which  calls  for  our 
notice  is  the  “  Memoirs  and  Travels 
of  Mauritius  Auguftus,  Count  de 
Benvowfkv,  &c.  confiding  of  h’s 
military  Operations  in  Poland,  his 
Exdle  in  Kamchatka,  his  Efcape 
and  Voyage  from  that  Peninfula 
through  the  Northern  Pacific  O- 
cean,  touching  at  Japan  and  For- 
mofa,  to  China.;  with  an  Account 
of  the  French  Settlement  he  was 
appointed  to  form  upon  the  Ifland 
of  Madagafcar ;  written  by  hirn- 
felf,  in  two  Volumes  quarto.”  From 
.the  ample  title  which  we  have  in¬ 
fected,  pur.  readers  will  be  able  to 
form  lome  idea  of  the  contents  of 
thefe  volumes,  which  form  a  very 
eventful  and  extraordinary  narra¬ 
tive,  and  which  we  found  to  be  in  a 
high  degree  pleafing  and  interefting. 
With  refpect  to  the  authenticity  of 
the  ftory  which  it  relates,  the  editor, 
in  his  preface,  has  collected  feveral 
vouchers  from  captain  Cook’s  Voy¬ 
ages,  and  other  publications,  which 
prove  the  outlines  of  it  to  be  founded 
in  truth  :  but  many  parts  of  it  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  confiderably  embellifhed 
and  exaggerated.  Much  of  this  is 
to  be  attributed  to  the  count’s  ro¬ 
mantic  turn  of  mind  ;  owing  to 
which,  his  accounts  of  many  of  the 
fingular  circumftances  in  which  he 
was  undoubtedly  placed,  have  receiv¬ 
ed  from  him  fo  high  a  colouring, 
.  tfiat  wc  admit  them  with  caution 


and  refer ve.  The  remarks  on  the 
country  of  Kamchatka,  .and  the  in¬ 
habitants,  and  the  account  which  is 
given  of.  their  various  cuftoms  and 
amufeinents,  appear  to  be  accurate 
and  -juft.  And  his  fubfequent  detail 
contains  a  number  of  circumftances 
relative  to  his  reception  at  Japan, 
the  Liqueio  Iflands,  Formofa,  Ma¬ 
dagafcar,  together  with  his  tranfac- 
tions  in  thofe  different  places,  which 
are  not  unworthy  of  attention,  and 
the  truth  of  which,  in  many  parti¬ 
culars,  is  confirmed  by  ftrong  colla¬ 
teral  evidence.  The  original  papers 
of  count  Benyowfky  were  placed  by 
him  in  the  hands  of  the  late  Mr. 
Magellan,  by  whom  they  were  en¬ 
trusted  to  the  care  of  Mr.  Nicholfon, 
the  editor  and  tranflator,  who  has 
ilhift  rated  them  by  a  fenftble  and 
judicious  preface,  and  by  occaftonal 
notes.  Thefe  volumes,  likewise,  are 
ornamented  with  numerous,  arid,  in 
general,  well  executed  plates. 

In  our  Hi  ftory  of  the  Literature 
of  France  for  the  year  1789,  we  gave 
a  general  account  of  the  «  Travels 
into  the  interior  Parts  of  Africa,  by 
the  Way  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
in  the  Years  178c,  1781, 1782, 1783, 
1704,  and  1785,  by  M.  le  Vaillant, 
in  two  Volumes.”  To  that  account 
we  refer  our  readers  for  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  that  inftrucftive  and  amtifing 
work.  We  have  at  prcfent  to  an¬ 
nounce  its  appearance  in  the  Englifti 
language,  in  two  different  tranfla- 
tions.  Both  thefe  appear,  oft  the 
whole,  to  be  faithful  to  the  original ; 
although  we  cannot  approve  of  the 
liberties  taken  in  one  of  them,  the. 
dedication  of  which  is  figned  by  a 
lady.  F  10m  motives  of  falfe  delicacy 
feveral  pages  have  been  fuppreffed, 
which  to  the  curious  enquirer  into 
natural  hiftory  are  valuable  and  im¬ 
portant.  And  in  the  fame  tranfla- 
tion  the  original  preface  has  been 
rejected,  and  one  of ,  the  trapflator’s 
fftbftituted  in  the  foom  of  it.  We 

lJ  4  cannot 
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cannot  reconcile  fuch  freedoms  With 
juftice  either  to  the  author,  or  to  his 
readers. 

The  “  Travels  in  Kamtfchatka, 
during  the  Years  1787,  and  1788; 
translated  from  the  French  of  M.  de 
Leffieps,  Conful  of  France,  and  In¬ 
terpreter  to  the  Count  de  la  Peroufe, 
in  two  Volumes,”  have  afforded  us 
much  entertainment.  The  author, 
with  great  modefty,  calls  his  work 
merely  a  journal  of  his  travels,  which 
he  wrote  by  intervals,  negligently  or 
with  care,  as  circumftances  permit¬ 
ted,  or  as  the  impreflions  made  by 
the  objects  around  him  were  more 
or  lefs  forcible.  It  is  drawn  up  in 
the  form  of  a  ftrnple  and  unaffedted 
narrative;  but  is  rendered  intereft- 
ing  by  the  incidents  which  occur, 
and  the  information  which  it  con¬ 
veys.  Beftde  giving  an  account  of 
the  Ruffians  who  inhabit  thofe  dis¬ 
tant  and  dreary  regions,  the  author 
was  enabled,  from  his  own  obferva¬ 
tions,  and  attentive  enquiries  during 
a  refidence  for  fome  months  at  Bol- 
cheretzk,  to  acquire  conffiderable 
knowledge  of  the  chara&er  and  man¬ 
ners  of  the  Aborigines.  And  he  has 
gratified  his  readers  with  authentic 
deferiptions  of  their  drefs,  their  mu- 
iic,  their  dancing,  their  manner  of 
hunting  and  filling,  their  difeafes 
and  remedies,  language,  government, 
and  climate,  which  are  both  curious 
and  amufing, 

•  o  — 

With  much  pleafure  have  we  read 
the  u  Obfervations  made  on  a  Tour 
from  Bengal  to  Perfia,  in  the  Years 
1786-7,  &c.  by  William  Franklin, 
Enfign  on  the  Bengal  Eftablifti- 
ment.”  The  author  of  this  volume 
lived,  during  eight  months,  at  Shi- 
rauz,  in  a  Perfian  family ;  where  he 
had  opportunities  of  learning  feveral 
particulars  refpedling  the  manners  of 
the  people,  and  the  interefting  events 
pf  ihewQimtry,  which  do  not  fall  to 
the  Jot  of  pio.ft  travellers.  The  pi<> 


ture  which  he  has  drawn  is  animated 
and  lively;  and  bears  every  mark  of 
truth  and  impartiality.  And  the 
information  which  he  conveys  will 
be  ufeful  to  Europeans,  efpecially 
that  part  which  refpedts  the  hiftory 
of  Perfia,  from  the  death  of  Nadir 
Shah  to  the  year  1788.  During  his 
refidence  at  Shirauz,  Mr.  Franklin 
made  an  excurfion  to  view  the  ruins, 
of  Perfepolis ;  his  account  of  which 
will  be  acceptable  to  his  readers,  not- 
witliftanding  that  they  may  be  in 
poffieffion  of  the  elaborate  description 
of  M.  Niebuhr. 

The  “  Tour  up  the  Straights, of 
Gibraltar  to  Conftantinople,  &c.  by 
Captain  Sutherland,  of  the  25th  Re¬ 
giment,”  is  written  in  the  epiftolary 
form,  and  in  diftindt,  eafy,  and  plea- 
fing  language.  From  Gibraltar  cap¬ 
tain  Sutherland  carries  his  reader  to 
Almefia,  Carthagena,  Cagliari,  Ca- 
prea,  Baia,  and  the  other  celebrated 
places  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Na¬ 
ples,  Paeftum,  Medina,  the  ifiands 
of  the  Archipelago,  and  Smyrna  ; 
from  which  place  he  returns  to  Leg¬ 
horn,  and  vilits  Florence*.  After  de- 
feribing  the  curiofities  of  that  city, 
he  embarks  again  at  Naples,  paffes 
over  to  Palermo,  returns  to  Smyrna, 
whence  he  fetsfail  for  Conftantinople, 
In  following  our  intelligent  and  lively 
author  through  this  Tour,  we  have 
been  much  pleafed  with  his  inte¬ 
refting  deferiptions  and  judicious  re¬ 
marks  ;  and,  as  he  almoft  always 
treads  on  claflic  ground,  we  have 
been  agreeably  amufed,  where  the 
charms  of  novelty  were  wanting  to 
fafeinate  our  attention.  To  thofe 
gentlemen  who  are  in  the  armv,  his 
obfervations  on  the  famous  battle  of 
Marathon;,  and  his  detail  of  the  mi¬ 
litary  operations  of  the  Turks  and 
Ruffians  will  be  chiefly  acceptable. 

.  The  “  C  iiara&ers  and  Anecdotes 
of;  the.  Court  of  Sweden,”  is  a  work 
of. a  very  mixed  complexion,  con¬ 
taining 
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taming  relations  of  the  intrigues  and 
adventures  of  waiting  lords,  and 
waiting  ladies  ;  lively,  and  we  can¬ 
not  fay,  unjuft,  portraits  of  the. 
principal  perfonages  in  Sweden  ;  and 
accounts,  of  the  different  literary 
academies,  theatres,  and  royal  or¬ 
ders,  &c.  &c.  Though  this  work 
comes  before  us  in  a  . queftionable 
fliape,  and  under  the  Vdifadvantage 
of  an  uncouth  tranflation,  it  is  not 
deffitute  of  amufement. 

Captain  Fortlock’s  “Voyage  round 
the  W oL'l-d  ,*  but  more  particularly  to 
the  North  W eft  Coaft  of  America,” 
had  the  fame  general  deiign  with  that 
of  captain  Dixon,  of  which  we 
gave.  an. account  in  our  laft  year’s 
Regifter;  and  no  material  differences 
are  obferveable  in  the  narrative,  and 
in  the  accounts  of  the  difcoveries 
which  were  made  by  thofe  navigators. 
This  work  is  written  with  great 
plainnefs  and  perfpicuity ;  and  from 
the  minute  and  accurate  nautical  re¬ 
marks  in  which  it  abounds,  will  be 
valuable  to  profeffional  men. 

Captain  Meaifes’s  “Voyages made 

in  the  years  1788  and  1789,  from 

China  to  the  North  Weft  Coaft  of 

America,  &c.”  feem  to  have  been 

haftily  penned,  .in  confequence  of 

the  political  circumftances  which 

drew  the  attention  of  the  public  to 

the  commercial  concerns  in  which 

he  had  taken  an  active  part.  They 

contain,  however,  many  interefting 

circumftances  relative  to  the  manners 

and  cuftoms  of  the  inhabitants,  as 

well  as  the  productions  of  the  country, 

to  which  the  late .  convention  with 

Spain  has  given  fome  confequence. 

Little  feems  to  be  added  by  Mr. 

•/ 

Mearee  to  the  (lock  of  nautical  or 
geographical  knowledge  ;  and  his 
conjectures  an  the  probable  exiltence 
of  a  north  weft  paffage,  and,  ftric- 
tures  on  the  difcoveries  and  remarks, 
of  captain  Cook?  do  no  honour  to 
his  knowledge,  or  his  accuracy.  The 
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plates  which  accompany  this  work 
deferve  commendation. 

The  “  Remarks  on  the  Voyages 
of  John  Meares,  Efq.  in  a  letter  to 
that  Gentleman,  by  George  Dixon* 
,  late  Commander  of  the  Queen  Char¬ 
lotte,  &c.”  are  written,  with,  ability 
.  and  ftirewdnefs,  and  point  out  a 
number  of  grofs  errors  and  contra- 
didtions  in  the  work  on  which  he 
animadverts.  But  we  cannot  approve 
of  the  acrimony  which  they  difcover- 
which  fhonldfeem  to  have  originated 
in  private  pique  and  refen tment, 
more  than  in  public  fpirit. 

“  Lieut.  Bligh’s  Narrative  of  the 
Mutiny  on  Board  his  Majefty’s  Ship 
Bounty,  and  the  fubfequent  Voyage 
of  Part  of  the  Crew  in  the  Ship’s 
Boat,”  from  one  of  the  :  Friendly 
I (lands  to  Timor,  contains  one  of 
the  moil  aftonifliing  and  interefting 
accounts  of  hardfhips  endured,  and 
difficulties  furmounted,  by  fkill,  pru¬ 
dence,  and  intrepidity,  that  was  ever/ 
prefented  to  the  public.  The  ftory, 
which  is  fufficiently  known  to  our 
readers,  is  a  ftmple  relation  of  un- 
queftionable  fadts,  and  does  the  high- 
eft  honour  to  lie.ut.  Bligh  and  his 
affociates. 

“  The  Journal  of  the  Proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  ouardian,  commanded 
by  Lieut.  Riou,  &c.”  affords  us  ano-. 
ther  inftance,  how  far  Britifh  officers,  . 
in  particular  circumftances,  can  call 
forth  their  perfevcrance  and  philofb- 
phv,  as  well  as  their  bravery.  This 
Journal  is  publiflied  from  the  copy 
at  the  admiralty. 

We  fnall  conclude  this  department 
of  our  hi  ftory  of  literature,  by  in¬ 
troducing  to  our  readers  two  or  three 
publications,  in  which  the  authors,, 
encouraged  by  the  fuccefs  which, 
attended  Mr.  Gilpin’s  Deline-, 
ation  of  fee  nes  of  Pidhirefque 
Beauty,  have  become  candidates,  for 
the  approbation  of  the  public  in  the. 
lame  line.  The  ftrft  which  we  Iliad. 

notice 
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jiotiw  is,  ■**  A  pi£turefque  Tour 
through-  I) olland,  Brabant,  and 
part  of  France,  made  in  the  Autumn 
of  1 7 %q\  Illuftrated  with  .  Copper* 
plates  in  Aquatinta  from  Drawings 
made  on  the  Spot;  by  Samuel  Ire¬ 
land,  in  two  Volumes.”  From  this 
beautify  land  fplendid  work  we  have 
received  muoh.entertainment.  The 
country  indeed,  which  many  of  the 
plates  reprefent,  from  its  flat  unva¬ 
ried  appearance,  and  the  formal  ar¬ 
rangement  and  dull  uniformity  of 
the  buildings,  was  not  the  mc-ft  fa- 
romp  able  for  pichirefque  description. 
The  author,  however,  has  made  the 
moft  of  the  fcenes  over  which  he 
palled,  and  embellifhed  his  work 
with  a  number  of  beautiful  tinted 
etchings,  exhibiting  land  and  water 
views;  towns,  harbours,  villas,  &c. 
he.  But  tkefc  volumes  are  not  con¬ 
fined  to  the  fubjeeft  of  pi&urefque 
cfefcription.  They  contain  acircum- 
fiantial  account  of  fuch  pictures 
as  appeared  to  him  beft  worthy  of 
the  attention  of  a  connoiffeur,”  with 
fuch  anecdotes  and  biographical  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  moft  diftinguifhed  ar- 
tifts,  /elected  from  foreign  works,  as 
convey  ufeful  information  to  the 
lovers  of  painting.  The  language 
of  the  volumes  is,  in  general,  plain 
and  Ample ;  the  defer  iptions  in  which 
they  abound  are  lively  and  entertain¬ 
ing;  and  from  their  typographical, 
as  well  as  other  excellencies,  they  are 
entitled  to  a  place  in  the  libraries  of 
*  men  of  tafte. 

The  “  Tour  of  the  Ifle  of  Wight ; 
■the  Drawings  taken  and  engraved  in 
Aquatinta,  by  j.  Haflell,  in  two  Vo¬ 
lumes;”  will  be  found  an  ufeful  and 
plcafing  companion  to  thofe  who 
vifit  that  charming  fpot.  Mr.  Haf- 
felfs  oh  for  vat  ion  refpedting  the  Ifle 
of  Wight  is  exceedingly  juft,  “  that 
for  pifturefque  views,  felecf  parts  of 
is  are  fcarcely  to  be  exceeded  by 
thofe  on  any  other  of  the  coafts.” 


ITERATU  RE, 

The  truth  of  this  obfervation  he  has 
ilhi  ft  rated  bv  a  variety  of  drawings, 
which  are,  in  general,  highly  to  be 
commended  for  the  pleating  ftvle  in 
which  they  are  executed.  Mr.  Haf- 
felL’s  deferiptions  of  the  fubJime  and 
beautiful  ftenery  in  the  ifland,  are 
frequently  happy  ;  .and  many  of  his 
remarks  are  founded  in  judgment 
and  tafte.  His  ftyle  and  language, 
however,  are  too  commonly  affedted 
and  artificial  in  a  very  blameabie 
degree. 

The  u  Excurlion  to  Brighthelm- 
ftone,  made  in  the  Year  1 789  ;  em- 
belJifned  with  eight  Engravings  in 
Aquatinta,  See.  by  Henry  Wigftead 
and  Thomas  RowJandfon,”  will,  like- 
wife,  be  an  acceptable  prefent  to  the 
admirers  of  the  fine  arts.  The  text 
of  the  authors  confifts  only  of  twelve 
pages,  and  was  evidently  written  to 
accompany  the  engravings.  The 
latter,  which  are  from  views  taken 
on  the  road  to,  and  at  that,  place, 
are  neatly  executed,  and  diftinguifli- 
ed  by  many  ftrokes  of  the  pencil  that 
will  recommend  them  to  the  lovers 
of  humour  and  fun. 

With  refpedt  to  the  political  pub¬ 
lications  of  the  year,  we  fhall  chiefly 
content  ourfelves  with  ourufual  me¬ 
thod  of  announcing  the  titles  of  the 
principal  of  them,  and  of  clafTmg 
them  under  the  refpedtive  heads  to 
which  they  are  to  be  referred.  If 
in  any  particular  inftances  we  depart 
from  this  rule,  it  will  be  when  we 
are  warranted  by  the  peculiar  im¬ 
portance  of  the  fubjeefts  on  which 
they  treat,  or  the  very  general  notice 
which  they  attra&ed. 

To  the  flrft  clafs  we  aflion  fuch 

O 

publications  as  owe  their  origin, 
principally,  to  the  French  revolu¬ 
tion.  Of  theft,  the  flrft  in  order  of 
time  is  the  “  Philofophical  Reflect 
tions  .  on  the  late  Revolution  in 
France^  arid  the  Conduct  of  the  Dif- 
fent*eTs  in  England,  in  a  Letter  to 

the 


DOMESTIC  L 

the  Rev.  Dr.  Prieftley,  by  J.  Cour¬ 
tenay,  Efq.  M.  P.”  In  this  pamphlet 
Mr.  Courtenay  indulges,  with  great 
fuccefs,  that  peculiar  vein  of  hu¬ 
mour  by  which  he  has  long  been 
ciiPmgiiiihed  ♦  and  pafles  a  warm 
encomium  on  fame  of  the  moft  im¬ 
portant  and  liberal  proceedings  of 
the  national  aflembly,  by  ironically 
holding  them  up  to  view  as  pregnant 
with  the  moft  mifehievous  confe- 
quences.  In  the  fame  fpirit  he  ex- 
pofes  and  fatirizes  the  jealoufiestind 
fears  of  thofe  pretended  friends  to 
liberty  in  this  country,  who  have 
avowed  themfelves  hoftile  to  the  pro- 
grefs  which  it  has  made  in  France ; 
and  the  n  arrow  nefs  and  illiberality 
of  their  minds,  who  are  for  with¬ 
holding  from  di Centers  a  participa¬ 
tion  in  the  common  rights  of  fnb- 

O 

jeefs. 

The  11  Letter  from  M.  de  Tracy, 
Member  of  the  French  National  Af- 
femblyi  to  Mr.  Burke,”  was  written 
jn  confequence  of  an  intemperate 
and  injudicious  philippic  which  the 
latter  gentleman  had  pronounced  in 
the  Engl  i  Hi  ho  life  of  commons  againft 
the  revolution  in  F ranee,'  and  the  pri  n- 
ci  pies  of  the  mod:  difti.nguifhed  agents 
in  that  fplendid  work.  Anioiig  a  va¬ 
riety  of  fevere  ftridlures  on  the  Bri- 
tifli  orator,  M.  de  Tracy  undertakes 
toThew,  that  his  ihveShve  was  inde¬ 
cent  in  the  auguft  aflembly  of  the 
reprefentatives  of  a  free  nation ;  that 
it  fliewed  great  ignorance  of  the  ope¬ 
rations- and  principles  -of : tile  French 
national  aflembly ;  and  that  it  abou  nds 
in  fade  ideas  drawn  from  impure 
fources. 

The  fame  invedlive  drew  forth  an- 
othe r  a nfwer  in  a  a  Letter  from  Earl 
Stanhope,  to  the  Right  'Honourable 
Edmund  Burke  j”  in  which  the  no¬ 
ble  lord,  with  great  fpirit  and  fuc¬ 
cefs,  refutes  the  dodlrines  and  pod- 
pons  of  the  honourable  gentleman, 
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and  places  the  French  revolution  in 
a  juft  and  pfcafing  point  of  view-. 

The  “  Reflections  on  the  Caufes 
and  probable  Confequericcs  of  the 
late  Revolution  in  France;  with  a 
View  of  the  Ecciefiafticai  and  Civil 
Conftitution  of  Scotland,  See.”  de- 
velope,  with  judgment  and  perfpi- 
cuitv,  the  caufes  which  produced  the 
French  revolution,  and  affign  reafons 
for  concluding  that  it  will  be  perma¬ 
nent,  and  productive  of  happy  effedls 
on  the  civil  and  religious  lyftems  of 
Europe.  That  part  of  his  work 
which  is  employed  on  the  eccleftafti- 
cal  and  civil  conftitution  in  Scotland, 
contains  a  number  of  important  ob- 
ferVations  and  remarks,  which  merit 
the  attention  not  only  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  that  country,  but  of  their 
brethren  fouth  of  the  Tweed,  and 
of  the  inhabitants  of  every  country 
in  which  there  is  a  religious  eftabliih- 
ment.  v  : 

The  author  of  Thoughts  on  the 
probable  Influence  oftheErench  Re- 
vohition  on  Great  Britain,”  offers  a 
variety  of  reafons-  to  prove  that  the 
confequenc.es  of  that,  event  cannot 
but  be  highly  beneficial**©  this  coun¬ 
try  ;  and  that  their  policy  is  marrow, 
and  views  illiberal,  who  cannot,  with 
exultation,  congratulate  their  neigh¬ 
bours  on  the  acquifition  of  the  rights 
of  freemen.  .  - 

In  oppofltion  to  the  principles,  dif- 
feminated  in  the  foregoing  publica¬ 
tions,  there  appeared  a  work  entitled, 
a  Free  Thoughts  on  Liberty,  and 
the  Revolution  in  France,  by  the 
Author  of  a  Letter  to  Earl  .Stan¬ 
hope  on  the  Teft  Adi.”  Thefe  F ree 
Thoughts  contain  the  inconftftent 
fentifnents  of  a’  writer  who  profeffes 
to  be  a  fin  cere  fr  iend  to  the  free  go¬ 
vernment  which  we  enjoy  in  this 
country*  and  at  the  fame  time  exe¬ 
crates  the  French  nation  for  .having 
dared  to  break  the  chains  af  flaverv : 

J 
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■who  defines  liberty  to  be  the  44  off- 
ip  ring  of  heaven,  the  gift  of  God  to 
man,  and  the  privilege  and  birth¬ 
right  of  every  perfon  born  in  foci- 
ety,”  and  at  the  fame  time  exhorts 
the  French  44  to  rdf  ore  and  furren- 
der  themfelves  to  the  eonftitution 
they  have  deftroyed;  to  harrafs 
themfelves  mo  more  with  dreams 
of  liberty,  dor*  that  liberty,  were 
they  put  into  the  poiTeffion  of  it, 
they  would  not  -know  what  to  do 
with.”— 

But  the  attention  of  the  public 
was  excited  in  the  hjgheft  degree  to 
the  44  Reflections  on  the  Revolution 
imFrance,  and  on  the  Proceedings  of 
certain  Societies  in  London  relative 
to- that  Event,  &c.  by  the  Right  Ho¬ 
nourable  Edmund  -Burke/5  This 
work  is  diftinguilhed  by  numerous 
marks  of  that  brilliant  genius,  and 
fertile  imagination,  which  have  long 
eftablifhed  Mr.  Burke’s  character  as 
an  eloquent  orator,  as’ well  as  a  plea¬ 
ding  writer.  >  It  alfo  contains  unquef- 
tionable  proofs  of  the  various  and 
extenfive- information  of  which  he  is 
pofteiTed.  But  as  a  judicious  ana  ar- 
.  •g.umenta&Pp.  production,  it  is  very 
/unworthy  tbs' 'talents  which  have 
%een  afcribed  to  the  right  honour- 
mble  gentleman.  It  is  totally  defti- 
. lute  of  plan  and  connection .  Inftead 
of  entering  into  a  calm  and  cool  dif- 
'Cuffion  of  the  pr  inciples  of  the  French 
sre  volution,  theauthor  -jppea  rs  to  have 
been  hurried  on  by  the  foie  influence 
of  prejudice  and  paffion,  and  to  have 
fpent  his  force  in  penning  a  diffufe 
and  acrimonious  declamation  againft 
-the  national  affembly,.  He  likewife 
-engages  in  the  moft  illiberal  abufe 
jof  Dr.  Price,  and  of  the  foe le ties  in- 
ilituted  in  this  country  for  comme¬ 
morating  the  Revolution  in  1688,  and 
for  communicating  conftitutional 
Information.  His  political  ideas, 
as  far- as  we- are  able  to  colledl  them 
teem  the  mafs  of  words  and  meta¬ 


phors  in  which  they  are  involved, 
are  all  derived  from  ancient  ufage, 
prefeription,  precedent,  and  inheri¬ 
tance  ;  and,  therefore,  lead  him  to 
defend  the  old  government  of  France 
as  having  nothing  in  it  radically 
evil,  and  to  condemn  without  dif- 
tinHion,  the  new  conftitutiori  which 
is  founded  on  the  rights  of  man, 
.and  the  prefent  choice,  or  acquief- 
cenc-e,  of  the  people.  But  a  con- 
ftderable  part  of  his  work  is  defigned 
for  the  ufe  of  his  own  countrymen, 
and  is  employed  in  a  panegyric  on 
our  eftabhffied  church,  which  he  calls 
the  firft  of  our  prejudices,  the  fir  ft, 
the  laft,  and  the  midft  in  our  minds, 
a  prejudice  not  deftitute  of  reafon, 
but  involving  in.it  profound  and  ex- 
tenfrve  wifdom.  To  this  topic  he 
has  devoted  fo  much  of  his  time  and 
paper,  that  he  is  obliged  to  referve 
the  fubjefts  of  an  eftabliihed  mo¬ 
narchy  and  an-uftablifiied  ariftocracy 
for  future  difeuffion.  On  the  whole, 
we  do  not  think  that  the  opinions  ad¬ 
vanced  by  Mr.  Burke,  in  this  mifeel- 
laneous  and  difcurffve  performance, 
.are  conffftent  with  thofe  principles  of 
juft  government  which  are  adapted 
to  an  enlightened  ftate  of  fociejty, 
with  the  fundamental  and  boafted 
principles  of  the  Britifh  eonftitution, 
or  with  the  principles  to  which  he 
himfelf  was  thought  to  be  favourable 
during  the  more  vigorous  and  fplen- 
did  part  of  his  political  life. 

One  confequence  of  Mr.  Burke’s 
publication  was,  that  by  the-difeuffion 
which  it  provoked  a  number  of  com- 

ML 

batants  were  foon  called  into  the  field, 
who  undertook  to  conteft  the  posi¬ 
tions  and  doftrines  of  which  that  gen¬ 
tleman  avowed  .himfelf  the  champion. 
.Among  the  earlieft  of  there  were  the 
anonymous  authors  of  44  Short  Ob- 
fervations  on  the  Right  Honourable 
Edmund  Burke’s  Reflections,”  and 
44  A  Letter  to  the  Right  Honourable 
Edmund  Burke,  in  Reolv  to  his  Re- 
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j&e&rons  on  the  Revolution  in  France, 
by  a  Member  of  the  Revolution 
Society.”  Thefe  pamphlets  contain 
feme  fhrewd  and  humorous  remarks 
©n  the  right  honourable  writer,,  and 
appeals  to  fads  which  he  will  not 
eaiilv  be  able  to  reconcile  with  the 
ilatements  in  his  Reflexions. 

To  thefe  fucceeded  44  a  Vindica¬ 
tion  of  the  Rights  of  Men,  in  a 
Letter,  & c.  by  Mary  Wcolftone- 
erart.”  This  lively  and  ingenious 
author  delivers  a  number  of  juft 
fentiments  and  animated  remarks, 
which  difcover  her  to  be  po  fie  (led 
of  an  ardent  love  of  libertv,  hu- 
manity,  and  virtue.  Like. the  writer 
whom  file  cenfures,  die  makes 
numerous  digreftions  from  the  main 
purport  of  her  work,  in  which  the 
reader  may  follow  her  with  pleafure 
and  with  improvement. 

The  44  ObfeFvations  on  the  Re¬ 
fledions  of  the  right  honourable 
Edmund  Burke,  &c.  in  a  Letter* to 
Earl  Stanhope,”  have  proceeded 
from  the  pen  of  Mrs.  Macaulay 
Graham.  -  They  are  chiefly  applied 
to  the  abftradt  principles  of  govern¬ 
ment  as  laid  down  by  Mr.  Burke, 
and  are  written  with  knowledge, 
temper,  and  judgement ;  and  they 
expofe,  with  much  energy  and 
perfpicuity,  that  gentleman  s  _exag- 
gerated  defcriptions  of  the  calamities 
and  public  diftreffes  of  France,  and 
his  accufation  of  the  members  of  the 
national  aftembly  as  the  foie  authors- 
of  the  nation’s  wrongs. 

The  44  Thoughts  on  Government, 
&c.  by  G.  Rous,  Efq.”  contain  ra¬ 
ther  a  number  of  obfervations  fug- 
gefted  to  the  author  by  a  view  of 
the  prefent  crifis,  and  by  Tome  of 
the  extraordinary  pofitions  of  Mr. 
Burke,  than  a  profefled  and  regular 
attack  upon  that  gentlemanls  work. 
They  arc,  however,  ienfible,  point- 
'  ed,  and  interefting  :  efpeciall  v  thofe 
on  the  Engl ilh  revolution,  the  pre- 
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fent  fituation  of  affairs,  and  the  de- 
feftive  ftate  of  parliamentary  re- 
prefentation. 

Mr.  Lofft’s  44  Remarks  on  the 
Letter  of  the  right  honourable  Mr. 
Edmund  Burke,  &c.”are  ingenious., 
forcible,  and  liberal.  On  the  the¬ 
ory  of  civil  government,  as  far  as- 
it  relates  to  the  conftitution  of  this. 
country,  lie  fupports  his-  doclrine  by 
tlie  authorities  of  the  greateft  law¬ 
yers  ;  and  differs  with  great  candour 
and  moderation  from,  the  honoura¬ 
ble  gentleman,  when  difcufiing  the 
principles  of  the  new  conftitution  in 
France.  We  know  not  which  mofb 
to  admire  in  this  work,  the  folid 
well  digefted  reafoning,  the  extenfive 
knowledge,  or  the  philanthropy  and 
politenefs  of  the  author. 

Dr.  Towers’s  44  Thoughts  on  the 
Commencement  of  a  new  Parlia¬ 
ment with  an  Appendix,  contain¬ 
ing  Remarks  an  the  Letters  of.  the 
right  honourable  Edmund  Burke,’* 
difcover  an  ardent  zeal  for  the  inte- 
refts  of  liberty,  united  with  intelli¬ 
gent  and  dilpaflionate  views  of  t  hofe 
leading  political  objects  which  call, 
for  the  ferious  attention  of  the  pub¬ 
lic.  His  remarks  on  Mf^urke.  are 
concife,  argumentative,  and  liberal; 
and  will  be  read  with  pleafure  by 
thofe  whofe  hearts  are  not  too  con- 
tradted  to  wifh  well  to  the  freedom- 
and  happinefs  of  the  world. 

The  44  Leffons  to  a  young  Prince 
by  an  old  Statefman,”  difcufs  a  va¬ 
riety  of  political  topics  with  great 
freedom  and  boldiiefs,  and  with  e- 
q.ual  acutenefs  and  ingenuity.  The 
author’s  obfervations  on  Mr.  Burkeh 
attack  on  the  French  revolution, 
ftiew  him  to  be  a  warm  admirer  of 
that  wonderful  meafure  of  our  neigh¬ 
bours,  and  that  he  well  knows  how. 
to  ufe  the  weapons  of  keen  and  far- 
caftic  irony. 

Mr.  Caionne’s 44  Confiderations  on 
’  the  prefent  and  future  State  of 

France/' 
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France,”  is  a  work  which  does  great  produClions  on  both  fides  of  tb« 
honour  to  the  abilities  and  under-  queftion.  In  favour  of  the  repeal 
Handing  of  the  author ;  and  it  would  there  appeared  “  a  Letter  to  at 
be  illiberal  not  to  add,  to  the  good-  Nobleman,  containing  Confidera- 
nefs  of  ins  intentions.  His  object  tions  on  the  Laws  relative  to  the 
’S'  to  enquire  into  what  has  Difl’enters,  and  on  the  intended  Ap- 
been  done  by  the  national  aftem-  plication  to  Parliament,  Sec”  u  A 
b.lv  of  France  :  to.fh.ew  the  dancer-  Letter  to  the  Author  of  a  Review  of 
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ous  confeqiiences  that  either  have 
refulted,  or.  are  likely  to  refuit  from 
their  proceedings ;  the  mode  which 
they  ought  to  have  followed  ;  and 
and  the  measures  which  are  now 
neceflarv  to  be  adooted  to  enfure 

✓  »  A 

their  profp’erity.  In  this  work  the 
ex-minifter,  as  may  be  fuppofed,  en¬ 
ters  into  a  warm  vindication  of  bis 
own  conduct  ;  deferibes,  we  think 
in  terms  of .  exaggeration,  the  tem¬ 
porary  evils  that  have  attended  the 
revolution. ;  and  prophecies  the 
greater  evils  that  will  arife  from  a 
derelidtion  of  thofe  rneafur.es  which 
he  would  preferibe.  The  French 
nation  have  chofen  to  embrace  a 
different  political  creed  from  that  of 
our  author.  They  have  pronounced 
his  policy  inadequate  to  the  correc¬ 
tion  of  the  complicate  evils  of  their 
old  government  ;  and  have  made  a 
grand  experiment  on  •  principles 
‘which  he  execrates  as  fully  as  Mr. 
Burke,  but  with  more  ftiew  of  rea- 
fouing,  and  with  greater  decency. 
Time  alone  will  com  ince  the  advo¬ 
cates  for  the,  oppolite  fvftems,  who 
are. in  the  right. 

The  next  political  fuhjeft  of  im¬ 
portance  which  engaged  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  public  during  the  year 
1 7  9°?  was  reP£al  of  the  ted 
and  corporation  afts,  As  a  renew¬ 
ed  application  was  made  to .  parlia¬ 
ment  for  the  aboli filing  of  the  d'if- 
ti  nations  among  Adjects  which  thofe 
a<fts  enforce,  a  numerous  band  hepped 
forward  to.  di  fords  the  juft  ice  and 
policy  of  fu.  h  a  meafore,  We  can, 
■  however,.,  but. barely  hy  before  our 
readers'  the  .tides  of  the  principal 


the  Cafe  of  the  Proteftant  Pifl’enters, 
by  Sir  H.  Englefiekl,  Bart.5’  “  The 
Diflenter’s  Plea ;  of,  the  Appeal  of 
the  DifTenters  to  the  Juftice,  Honour, 
and  Religion  of  the  Kingdom,  by  G* 
Walker,  F.  R.  S.”  “  An  Addrefs 
to  the  Inhabitants  of  Nottingham 
&c.  with  an  Appendix  on  the  Subject 
of  the  Teft  Laws,  by  G.  Wakefield, 
B.  A  “  Curfory  Reflections,  occa- 
fioned  by  tire  prefent  Meetings  in 
Oppofition  to  the  Claims  of  the 
Diftenters,”  by  the  fame  ;  u  Curfory 
Reflections  on  the  Policy,  Juftice, 
and  Expediency  of  repealing  the 
Teft  and  Corporation  Afits,  by  W» 
Briftow,  Efq  44  A  Vindication 
of  the  Modern  Difienters  againlt 
the  Afperfions  of  the  Rev,  Mr-* 
Hawkins,  &c.  by  S.  Palmer 
“  Familiar  Letters  to  the  Inhabi* 
tants  of  Birmingham,  by  Joleph 
Prieftley,  LL.  D.  &c.  “  An 

Hiftory  of  the  Corporation  and  Teft 
ACis,  with  an  Inveftigation  of  their 
Importance  to  the  Eftablifhment  in 
Church  and  State,  &c,  by  Capel 
Lolft,  Efq.”  44  A  Vindication”  of 
the  fame-;  44  An  Addrefs  to  the 
Oppofers  of  the  Repeal  of  the  Cor? 
poration  and  Teft  Acts  44  Some 
Remarks  on  the  Refolutions  which 
were  formed  at  a  Meeting  of  the 
Archdeaconry  of  Chefter,  & c,  by  the 
Rev,  J.  Smyth;”  44  Remarks  on  the 
Refolutions  palled  at  a  .  Meeting  of 
the  Pfoblemen,.  Gentlemen,  and 
Clergy  cf  the  County  cf  Warwick, 
in  three  Letters  to  the  Right  Hon. 
the  Earl  of  Aylesfcrd,  &e.”  $  A 
Letter  to  the  Rvgh|  Rev.  the  Arch-* 
biihops  and  Bifhops  of  England, 

pointing 
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panting  out  the  only  fure  Means  of 
prefer ving  the  Cnurch  from  the 
Danger  that  now  threatens  her,  by  an 
Upper  Graduate;”  44  An  Addrefs  to 
the  Bifhops  upon  the  Subject  of  a 
late  Letter  from  one  of  their  Lord- 
fhips  to  certain  Clergy  in  his  Dio- 
cele  to  which  we  muft  add  44  A 
Letter  to  the  Bifhop  of  St.  David’s 
on  his  Charge  to  the  Clergv  of  his 
Diocefe,  by  a  Welfh  Freeholder 
44  The  Spirit  of  the  Confutation 
and  that  of  the  Church  of  England 
compared,  to  which  are  added  Re¬ 
marks  on  two  Lettei  s  add  refled  to  the 
Delegates  of  the  Several  Congrega¬ 
tions  of  the  ProtetlantDiffenters  who 
met  at  Devizes  44  Reafons  for 
feeking  a  Repeal,  Sec.  by  a  Dif- 
fenter;”  44  Facts,  fubmitted  to  the 
Consideration  of  the  Friends  to  civil 
and  religious  Liberty,  but  more 
particularly  addreffed  to  the  Protef¬ 
tant  Diffenters  of  England  and 
W ales ;”  44  A  Collection  of  Teftimo- 
nies  in  favour  of  religious  Liberty, 
&c.”  and  44  Extracts-  from  Books  in 
Favour  of  Religious  Liberty,  '  and 
the  Rights  of  the  Di (Tenters.” 

In  oppofition  to  the  principles  and 
feafenings  in  the  treatifes  juft  men- 
iionedy'there  were  publiflied  44  The 
danger  of  Repealing  the  Teft  ACt, 
by  a  Country  Freeholder  ;”  44  A 
/Church  ef  England-man’s  Anfwer  to 
-the  Arguments  and  Petitions  of  the 
-Proteftant  Diffenters  agaifift  the 
Teft ;”  44  An  EiTay  on  the  Origin, 
Character,  and  Views  of  the  Protef¬ 
tant  Diflenters  ;”  44  A  Look  to  the 
rlaft  Century;  or,  the  Diffenters 
weighed  in  their  own  Scales 44  A 
Short  Examination  of  Tome  of  the 
Principal  Reafons  for  the  Repeal, 
Sec.,  by  a  Clergyman  of  the  Church 
of  England  ;”  44  A  Letter  to  the 
Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  on  the 
intended  application  of  the  Diflenters, 
'  -Sec.  by  a  Member  of  the  Univerfity 
•  df  Cambridge;*”  -  *4  A"'Reviewof 


the  Cafe  of  the  Proteftant  Di  (Tenters, 
Sec.  in  which  Reafons  for  the  Repeal 
of  the  Corporation  and  Telt  ACtsare 
Examined,  Sec.”  44  Letters  to  the 
People  of  England  againft  the  Re¬ 
peal,  Sec.  by  a  Graduate  of  Oxford  ;M 
44  A  Scourge  for  the  Diffenters ; ,  or. 
Nonconformity  Unma'ked ;  ” 44  Some 
Strictures  on  a  late  Publication,  en¬ 
titled,  4  Reafons  for  Seeking  a  Re¬ 
peal  of  the  Teft  ACt,  by  a  BID 
Tenter/  by  a  Church-man  41  Cur- 
fory  Reflections  on  the  Repeal,  Sec. 
addreffed  to  the  Members  of  a  cer¬ 
tain  Meeting,  Friends  to  the  Effa- 
bl i(hed  Church,  by  a  Member  of 
the  fame  Church 44  Obfervations 
on  Mr.  Lofft’s  Hiftory  of  the  Cor¬ 
poration  and  Teft  ACts  ;’**  and 
44  Hiftorical  Memoirs  of  Religious 
Didenffon,”  -  '  ’ r 

Betide  thefe,  there  appeared  nu¬ 
merous  republications  of  the  molt 
important  treatifes,  pro  and  con, 
fince  the  time  of  the  memorable 
Bangorian  controverfy  ;  and  feveral 
finfoe  fermons  bv  clergy  in  the 
church  of  England,  as  well  as  a- 
mong  the  Diffenters,  with  ftrictures, 
remarks,  letters,  &c.  &c. 

On  the  fubjeCt  of  the  Slave  Trade, 
the  friends  to  its  abolition  have 
publiflied  the  following  treatifes': 
44  The  Capacity  of  the  Negroes  for 
religious  and  moral  Improvement, 
bv  R.  Nifbett ;”  and  44  Strictures  on 
the  Slave  Trade,”  by  an  anonymous 
author. 

The  advocates  for  the  continuance 
of  that  traffic '  have  been  numerous. 
They  have ^  publiflied  44  the  Slave 
Trade  indifpenfable,  in  anfwer  to 
the  Speech  of  Mr.  Wilberforce  in 
theHoufe  of  Ccmrnons  ;”  44  A  Let¬ 
ter  to  W.  Wilberforce  Efq.  by  Philo 
Africanus  44  A  Speech  delivered 
in  the  Affembly  at  j  aniaica,  on  the 
SubjeCl  pf  Mr.  Wilber  f  orce's  Propo- 
Titions,  by  B.  Edwards,  Efq. 
•w-Uiianiwerarble •  Arguments  awdnit 

the 
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the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,  by 
J.  M.  Adair  and  44  Obfervations 
on  the  Project  for  Abolidiing  the 
Slave  Trade,  by  John  Lord  Shef¬ 
field” 

Among  the  other  political  publi¬ 
cations  which  have  a  claim  to  fupe- 
jior  notice,  we  may  mention  the 

Obfervations  on  Dr.  Hurd’s  two 
Dialogues  on  the  Conftitution 
44  The  Danger  of  the  Political 
Balance  of  Europe,  mandated  from 
the  original  of  the  King  of  Sweden, 
by  L  ord  Mountmorres  44  Reflec¬ 
tions  on  Peace  and  War  44  Letters 
on  the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs,  collec¬ 
ted  from  the  World;”  44  Remarks 
on  Excifes,  particularly  applied  to 
the  late  Adt  for  Excidng  Tobacco 

Letters  to  the  Heritors,  or  landed 
Proprietors  of  Scotland  44  State¬ 
ment  of  the  Public  Accounts  of 
Ireland,  by  Sir  H.  Cavendifh 

Curfory  RefledVions  on  Public 
Men,  and  Public  Mehfures  on  the 
Continent 44  Conftitutional  Con¬ 
nexion  between  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  44  letters  on  the  Difpute 
with  Spain,  pubiifhed  in  the  Diary 
44  the  Errors  of  the  Britifh  Minider 
in  his  Negociation  with  Spain 
44  Facts  Relative  to  Nootka  Sound, 
by  Argument 44  Lieut.  Meares’ 
Memorial  refpedling  the  V effels  cap¬ 
tured  at  Nootka  Sound;”  and  44  A 
Short  Retrofpedf  of  the  Condudl  of 
Adminiftration  to  feme  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  Powers  of  Europe.’5 

In  the  number  of  the  publications 
which  are  to  be  referred  to  the  head 
of  Critical,  Claffical,  and  Polite 
Literature,  we  meet,  in  the  firft 
place,  with  44  The  Adventures  of 
Theagenes  and  Chariclea,  a  Ro¬ 
mance,  mandated  from  the  Greek 
of  Heliodorus,  in  two  volumes.” 
The  yEthiopics  of  Heliodorus,  which 
was' the  title  by  which  this  work  was 
originally  known,  mav  be  confidered 
as  the  firft  example  that  the  hidory 
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of  literature  affords,  of  the  familraf 
and  profaic  epic,  which  has  in  modern 
times  been  cultivated  with  considera¬ 
ble  fuccefs,  particularly  in  the  hands 
of  Fielding-  and  Smollett.  It  is  a 
pleafing  and  inftruflive  work,  con¬ 
taining  a  well  digeded  feries  of  in- 
tereding  adventures,  accurate  de- 
feriptions  of  manners  and  endoms, 
and  excellent  moral  leffons,  delivered 
in  perfpicuous  and  elegant  language. 
So  highly  was  it  edeemed  by  the 
author,  that  when  the  provincial 
fynod,  with  an  improper  Severity, 
pronounced  their  cenfures  upon  it, 
he  rather  chofe  to  refig  n  his  bifhopric 
ofTricca,  than  fubmit  to  the  alterna¬ 
tive  of  dedroying  his  favourite 
work.  The  prefent  tranflation, 
which  is  by  an  anonymous  author, 
podedes  confidefable  merit.  The 
original  is  rendered,  in  general, 
with  elegance,  fidelity,  and  fpirit. 
In  fome  iiidances  we  meet  with 'evi¬ 
dent  marks  of  careleffnefs  and  inat¬ 
tention  ;  but,  on  the  whole,  it 
defer ves  greater  commendation  than 

any  other  verfion  of  this  work  which 
* 

we  have  met  with. 

The  volume  of-' 44  Epigrams, 
trandated  into  Englifh  Verfe  from 
the  Original  Greek,”  confids  of  a 
feledhon  from  the  compilation  of 
Richard  Francis  Philip  Brunck, 
ublifhed  at  Strafburg,  in  1773. 
The  trandator  appears  to  have  ren¬ 
dered  his  original  with  accuracy  and 
fidelity,  and  we  may  add,  with  neat- 
nefs  and  elegance.  Many  of  them 
are  turned  with  peculiar  fimplicity 
and  beauty.  Thefe  epigrams  are  ac¬ 
companied  with  notes,  which  are 
chiefly  emnloyed  in  illudration  of 

v  jl  * 

the  ancient  mythology. 

.  The-44  Prolufiones  Nonnullae  Aca- 
demicae,  Nomine  Univerfatis  Geor- 
giae  Augudae  Gottingenfis,  Scriptae 
a  C.  G.  Heyne,”  will  afford  much 
pleafure  to  the  clad! cal  fcholar. 
Thefe  prolufiones,  or  orations,  were 

delivered 
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delivered  by  the  profeffor  on  different 
academical  feftivals,  in  compliance 
with  a  cuftom  which  obtains  in  the 
Ge  rrnan  univerfites.  The  fubjed 
of  the  firft  of  them,  which  was  fug- 
gefted  by  the  attempts  of  the  czarina 
to  drive  the  Turks  out  of  Europe,  is 
the  extenftve  expeditions  againft  the 
Barbarians,  and  the  incurlions  of 
the  Barbarians  in  Europe,  with  a 
view  of  enquiring  whether  either 
event  be  probable  in  thefe  times. 
The  fecond,  the  fubjed  of  which 
was  fuggefted  by  the  trial  of  Mr. 
Mailings,  contains  a  concife  hiftory 
of  the  Roman  culloms  refpeding  the 
condemnation  and  the  trial  of  public 
offenders,  and  difplays  a  great  ex¬ 
tent  of  ancient  legal  knowledge. 
The  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  were 
delivered  on  occaiion  of  the  king’s 
late  recovery,  and  on  his  birth-day. 
The  lixth  contains  an  account  of 
prize  quellions,  &c.  The  feventh 
is  an  elegant  declamation  on  the 
evils  of  flavery,  to  which  fubjed  the 
attention  of  the  author  was  direded 
by  the  late  attempts  in  England  and 
France  to  abolifh  the  llave-trade. 
The  eighth  and  lafb  oration,  which 
has  for  its  fubjeft  “  the  liberty  of  the 
people  rarely  recovered  with  the  ex¬ 
pected  advantages,”  and  which  was 
evidently  fuggelted  by  the  lituation 
of  affairs  in  France,  is  amencomium 
on  the  advantages  of  monarchical 
government.  The  principal  recom¬ 
mendations  of  thefe  proluliones  are 
their  claffical  elegance  and  beauty, 
which  will,  doubtlefs,  fecure  them  a 
favourable  reception.  Should  the 
editor  be  encouraged  to  reprint 
fome  of  the  other  volumes  which 
have  appeared  in  Germany,  greater 
care  and  attention  ouqht  to  be  ob- 
lerved  in  correcting  the  errors  ot  the 
prefs. 

“  Sacontala ;  or,  the  Fatal 
Ring,  an  Indian  Drama  ;  by  Cali- 
d.is  ;  tranflated  from  the  original 
*79o» 


Sanfcrit  and  Pracritp’  will  be  an  ac¬ 
ceptable  prefent  to  every  reader  of 
talle,  and  efpecially  to  thofe  who 
wiki  to  extend  their  acquaintance 
with  oriental  literature.  C&lidas 
flouri Hied  fo  early  as  in  the  firft 
century  before  Chrifl.  He  was  the 
Snakipeare  of  India  :  and  the  ring 
of  Sacontala  “  difplays  all  the  rich 
exuberance  of  his  genius.”  This 
tranllation  is  faid  to  come  from  the 
pen  of  fir  William  Jones,  who,  from  a 
laudable  defire  to  throw  light  on  the 
hiftory  of  India  before  the  conquefl 
of  it  by  the  favages  of  the  North,  as 
well  as  with  a  view  to  the  more  per¬ 
fect  adminifl ration  of  juflice  to  the 
Hindoos,  has  feduloufly  applied  him- 
felf  to  learn  the  language  in  which 
their  earliefl  books  were  written,  and 
the  various  dialetfs  of  India.  Of 
the  method  which  he  followed  in. 
this  tranllation,  his  own  account 
will  be  the  moil  fatisfadory.  “  I 
began  with  tranflating  it  verbally 
into  Latin,  which  bears  fo  great  a 
refemblance  to  Sanfcrit,  that  it  is 
more  convenient  than  any  modern 
language  for  a  fcrupulous  interli- 
neary  verfion  :  I  then  turned  it  word 
for  word  into  Englifh,  and  after¬ 
ward,  without  adding  or  fupprefting 
any  material  fentence,  diflinguiflied 
it  fromthefliffnefs  of  a  foreign  idiom, 
and  prepared  the  faithful  tranflation 
of  the  Indian  drama  j  which  I  now 
prelent  to  the  public  as  a  mofl  plea- 
ling  and  authentic  pidure  of  old 
Hindu  manners,  and  one  of  the 
greatell  curioftties  that  the  literature 
of  Afia  has  yet  brought  to  light.” 

To’the  claffical  fcholar  and  critic, 
the  col  led  ion  of  “  Tracts,  Philologi¬ 
cal,  Critical,  and  Mifcelianeous,  by 
the  late  John  Jortin,  D.  D.  in  two 
volumes,”  will  afford  a  high  gratifi¬ 
cation.  Several  of  the  pieces  in 
thefe  volumes  have  long  ago  received 
the  approbation  of  the  learned 
world.  They  were,  however,  be- 
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come  exceedingly  fcarce  ;  and  the 
republication  of  them  was  very  de¬ 
li  cable.  To  thefe  much  new  matter 
is  added,  from  the  author’s  manu- 
fcripts,  in  which  we  meet  with  the 
fame  learning,  critical  acumen,  and 
genuine  tafte,  as  had  appeared  in 
his  former  works.  The  advertife- 
menty  which  is  prefixed  to  thefe 
volumes,  contains  fome  particulars 
of  Dr.  Jortin’s  family  and  life, 
written  bv  himfelf,  and  various 
teftimonies  to  his  chamber  as  a  man 
and  a  fcholar,  by  feveral  of  his-  nrsoR 
refpeftable  contemporaries  j  natives 
and  foreigners. 

Our  readers,  by  turning  to  this 
department  in  our  Hiftory  of  Domef- 
tic  Literature  for  the  year  1789,  will 
find  an  account  of  the  objeri  of  Mr. 
Wakefield  in  his  44  Sylva  Cuitica 
and  the  opinion  which  we  exprefled 
of  the  manner  in  which  his  work  is 
conduced.  During  the  prefentyear 
he  has  publilbed  afecond  volume,  in 
continuation  of  the  fame  defign ; 
which  is  d i ft mgui fired  by  the  fame 
tafte,  ingenuity,  and  erudition. 
The  paflages  of  the  New  Teftament 
elucidated  in  the  volume  before  us, 
are  chiefly  felefted  from  the  gofpels 
and  the  afts  of  the  Apoftles,  To  the 
fpiftles  the  antlioi’  intends  to  devote 
a  fubfequent  volume. 

Lord  Monboddo,  in  purfuance  of 
the  defign  which  has  for  a  confider- 
able  time  employed  his  pen.,  has 
publifhed,  during  the  prefent  year, 
a  fifth  volume  44  of  the  Origin  and 
Progrefs  of  Language.”  In  this 
volume  the  author  treats  of  the 
hiftorical,  and  of  the  didactic  ftyle. 
Under  the  head  of  hiftorical  fiyle, 
he  enquires  into  the  refpeclive  merits 
of  Livy,  Dionyfius  Llalicarm  ffenfis, 
Csefar,  and  Polybius,  among  the  an¬ 
cients  ;  and  of  Buchanan,  Milton,  and 
lord  Lyttieton,  among  the  moderns. 
Under  the  head  of  didariic  ftyle,  he 
examines  the  charade riftic  exce 


lencies  of  Xenophon’s  and  PlatdV 
dialogues,  and  of  thedidadic,  morale 
philofophical,  and  metaphyfical  wri¬ 
tings  of  Ariftotle.  After  thefe  prin¬ 
cipal  diviftons  of  this  volume,  we 
meet  with  fome  queries  concerning 
philofophy,  and  an  abridgement  of 
Dionyfius  Halicarnaffenfis  on  the' 
compofition  of  words,  which  our 
author  considers  to  be  an  admirable 
fpecimen  of  the  didadic  ftyle*  To* 
the  learned  reader  many  of  the  ob- 

J 

fervations  and  criticifms  of  our  au¬ 
thor,  on  the  writings  of  the  ancients 
especially,  will  afford  much  enter¬ 
tainment.  But  he  will  find  hirr? 
poffefied  of  the  fame  contempt  for 
modern  writers,  and  modern  learn¬ 
ing,  which  appeared  in  his  former 
volumes  ;  while  his  fuperftitious 
\eneration  for  whatever  bears  the 
ruft  of  antiquity,  and  his  credulity 
in  aflenting  to  the  fables  and  ab- 
furdities  which  are  interfperfed  iit- 
the  narratives,  of  the  Greek  and 
Roman  writers,  are  as  confpicuous- 
as  ever. 

Callander’s  44  Criticifms  on  the 
Diverficns  of  Purley,  in  a  Letter 
to  John  Horne  Tooke,  Efq.”  were 
written  with  the  view  of  pointing  out 
errors  and  inaccuracies  in  a  work 
which,  on  the  whole,  he  confiders 
to  be  important  and  valuable  ;  and 
to  put  the  author  on  his  guard  againft 
fimilar  clefeds  in  his  future  publica¬ 
tions.  Thele  criticifms  prove  the 
author  to  be  well  veiffed  in  Saxon 
etymology,  and  philological  lore? 
and  defer  ve  the  attention  of  Mr 
Tooke.  So  do  the  ftridures  which 
they  contain  on  the  obfervations- 
made  by  him  on  Mr.  Locke,  and 
Mr.  Harris. 

To  the  number  ofufeful  compila¬ 
tions  on  the  fubject  of  grammar* 
the  prefent  year  has  added,.  44  the 
Grammatical  Wreath,  or  a  complete 
Syftem  of  Englifti  Grammar,  &c.  in 
two  Parts,  by  Alexander  Bicknell, 


jEfq.”  In  this  work  the  author  has 
iindertakert  to  feleCt  from  all  the 
principal  Englifh  grammars,  thofe 
parts  in  which  each  writer  has  excell¬ 
ed  ;  to  digell  the  whole  into  a  re¬ 
gular  and  copious  fyllem,  and  to  add 
elucidations  and  remarks  of  his  own. 
Though  we  think  that  Mr.  Bicknell 
has  admitted  too  much  Superfluous 
matter  into  his  Work,  and  crowded  it 
with  unnecelTary  rules,  yet  it  is  not 
without  merit,  and  deferves  to  be 
recommended  to  thofe  who  are  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  education  of  youth. 

“  Bell’s  New  Pantheon ;  or,  his¬ 
torical  Didlionary  of  the  Gods,  De- 
tni-Gods,  HeroCsj  and  fabulous  Per- 
fonages  of  Antiquity,  &c.  in  two 
volumes,”  is  a  publication  of  great 
Utility,  and  fuch  as  was  much  want¬ 
ed  by  numerous  dalles  of  read¬ 
ers.  For  the  former  productions, 
whence  the  information  which  it 
conveys  cohld  in  any  degree  be  ob¬ 
tained  by  general  readers,  have  been 
either  too  inliynificant,  and  con- 
fined  in  their  delign,  or  too  Scarce 
and  expenlive  to  be  met  with  out  of 
the  libraries  of  the  opulent.  This 
work  contains  riot  only  an  account 
of  the  Greek  arid  Roman  mythology, 
but  alfo  of  that  of  the  northern  Eu¬ 
ropean,  of  the  Afiatic,  African,  and 
American  idolaters,  arid  many  of 
Rabinical  and  Mohammedan  fables. 
Belidethefe,  the  compiler  has  admit- 
ed  a  number  of  articles  belonging  to 
hi  Rory,  geography,  and  etymology, 
\vhich,  if  they  may  be  objected  to 
as  not  properly  belonging  to  a  Pan¬ 
theon,  cannot  be  deemed  entirely 
Superfluous,  on  account  of  their  con¬ 
nexion  with  ancient  manners  and 
cuftoms,  and  their  confequent  illuf- 
tration  of  mythological  difficulties^ 
On  the  whole,  this  work  is  written 
with  judgment  and  perfpicuity.  We 
cannot  pronounce  it  faultlefs ;  as  we 
have  perceived  many  omiffions  in  it 
which  ought  to  be  Supplied,  and 


many  inaccuracies  and  improper  ex- 
prellions  Which  fllould  be  correded. 
We  doubt  not  but  that  the  public 
patronage  will  be  extended  to  it,  and 
encourage  the  author  to  make  thofe 
necefSary  .additions  and  alterations 
which  Shall  render  it  more  deServing 
of  the  foremofl  rank  among  fucu 
kind  of  compofitions.  Thefe  vo¬ 
lumes  are  embdlifhcd  by  thirtv-fe- 
ven  plates,  m  my  of  which  are  well 
executed. 

The  fifth  and  lafl  volume  of  “  the 
ObServer,”  by  Mr  Cumberland, 
has  made  its  appearance  during  the 
prefent  year.  This  volume,  befide 
many  inflruClive  and  entertaining 
papers,  and  fome  interefling  ftories, 
contains  the  conclulion  of  the  lite¬ 
rary  annals  of  Greece,  in  an  account 
of  the  writers  of  the  new  comedy. 
The  authors  now  mentioned  are^ 
Menander,  Diphilus,  Apollodorus 
Gelous,  Philippidas,  and  Pofidip-^ 
pus.  Of  the  remains  of  their  com- 
politions  many  elegant  translations 
are  given  by  our  author.  As  we 
have  frequently  bellowed  our  warm 
approbation  on  Mr.  Cumberland, 
during  the  progrefs  of  this  work, 
while  we  have  freely  made  our  re- 
marks  on  what  appeared  to  us  to  be 
deferving  of  cenfure,  any  particular 
obfervations  on  its  general  merits 
would  be  Superfluous,-  and  only  con¬ 
tain  repetitions  of  what  we  have  Said 
before.  We  have  received  much  in¬ 
formation  and  pleafure  from  his  lite¬ 
rary  labours;  and  we  learn  with 
much  Regret,  that  at  the  conclufion 
of  tbiV  volume,  according  to  his  pre¬ 
fent  purpofe,  he  Shall  “  diSmifs  the 
obfervers  from  any  further  duty,  and 
that  the  reader  and  he  are  here  to 
part.” 

“  The  Speculator,'  Vol.  I.”  is  a 
periodical  work  that,  in  many  re- 
SpeCts,  is  entitled  to  a  higher  clafs 
among  literary  productions,  than  tile 
collections  of  detached  elfays  which, 
2  under 


[244]  DOMESTIC  LITERATURE. 


under  different  titles,  are  continually 
offering  to  the  public.  Befide  fome 
juft  criticifm,  intereding  tales,  and 
pleating  poetry,  it  contains  ingeni¬ 
ous  ftridtures  on  the  progrefs  and  pre- 
fent  ft  ate  of  German  literature  :  com¬ 
pares  the  productions  of  the  French 
and  Englifh  with  thofe  of  the  Ger¬ 
man  dramatic  writers;  and  adds  a 
tranflation  of  fome  fcenes  to  illuftrate 
the  obfervations.  From  the  enter- 
tainmentand  information  which  this 
volume  has  afforded  us,  we  cannot 
but  exprefs  our  with  that  we  may 
meet  with  future  opportunities  of 
renewing  our  acquaintance  with  its 
fenfible  and  elegant  authors. 

Much  merit,  likewife,  belongs  to 

the  Loiterer,  a  periodical  Work, 
in  two  Volumes :  firfl  publifhed  at 
Oxford  in  the  Years  1789  and 
1 7 90.”  The  firfl  of  thefe  volumes 
is  more  immediately  confined  to  the 
univerfity,  and  is  defcriptive  of  the 
manners  of  its  members;  “  the 
fcourge  of  their  follies,  or  the  herald 
of  their  virtue  and  learning. ’*  The 
fecond  volume  is  of  a  more  general 
nature,  and  contains  many  lively 
and  pleafing  obfervations  upon  life 
and  manners,  ufeful  and  judicious 
indru  Chons,  and  pure  di dates  of  re¬ 
ligion  and  morality.  Though,  per¬ 
haps,  not  fo  various  and  interefiing 
as  many  of  his  predeceflors  in  this 
fpecies  of  writing,  the  author,  never- 
thelefs,  is  entitled  to  a  refpeClable 
rank  among  periodical  effayifls. 

With  the  charaCter  of  the  late 
Soame  Jenyns,  as  an  elegant  and  in- 
ilruCtive  author,  the  public  are  fuf- 
,  ficiently  acquainted.  We  mention 
Ills  name  in  .  this  place,  as  we  have 
an  opportunity  of  informing  our  rea¬ 
ders  that  his  mifcellaneous  and  Mat¬ 
tered  works  have  been  collected  toge¬ 
ther  in  four  volumes,  including  feve- 
ral  pieces  never  before- publiflied  ; 
to  which  are  prefixed  fliort  Sketches 
of  the  Hiftory  of  the  Author’s  Family, 
and  alfo  of  his  Life,  by  Charles  Nal- 


fon  Cole,  efq.  The  additional 
pieces  confifl  of  Poetical  Attempts  in. 
the  laft  Years  of  his  Life,  an  Effay 
on  the  National  Debt,  and  fome 
curfory  Obfervations  on  different 
PafFages-  in  the  New  Teftament. 
The  poetical  pieces  are  eafy  and 
elegant.  The  Effay  on  the  Na¬ 
tional  Debt  is  fpeculative  and  para¬ 
doxical,  and  intended  to  fliew  that 
the  effeCls  of  a  debt  are  advantageous 
to  a  kingdom.  The  Obfervations 
on  different  Parts  of  the  New  Telia- 
ment  contain  many  judicious  re¬ 
marks,  and  praCHcal  obfervations, 
united  with  fome  of  the  peculiarities 
which  have  before  diffinguifhed  our 
author  on  fubjeCts  of  theology.  Some 
of  the  mofl  firiking  particulars  of  his 
life,  as  given  by  Mr.  Cole,  our  rea¬ 
ders  will  find  among  our  Biographi¬ 
cal  Anecdotes  and  Characters. 

The  next  article  which  we  fhall 
introduce  to  our  readers  is,  “  the 
Flays  and  Poems  of  William  Shak- 
fpeare,  collated  verbatim,  with  the 
mofl  authentic  Copies,  and  revifed; 
with  the  Corrections  and  Illudra- 
tions  of  various  Commentators, &c. 
by  Edward  Malone,  in  eleven  Vo¬ 
lumes,  8vo.”  In  his  prolegomena  to 
this  work,  Mr.  Malone,  after  dating 
in  an  accurate  manner  the  difficul¬ 
ties  to  be  encountered  by  an  editor  of 
Shakfpeare,  enquires  into  the  com¬ 
parative  value  of  the  various  copies 
of  his  plays;  and  endeavours  to  fettle 
the  true  date  of  the  poets  text,  by  an 
ample  collation  of  p adages'  His  next 
objeCt  is  to  fliew  the  method  which 
he  adopts  in  explaining  the  text  of 
his  author;  in  doing  which  he  truds 
that,  beddes  his  additional  iiludra* 
tions,  “  not  a  fingle  valuable  expli¬ 
cation  of  any  obfcure  paffage  in  thefe 
plays  has  ever  appeared,  which  will 
not  be  found  in  thefe  volumes.”  The 
authenticity  of  certain  plays  is  after- 
ferward  enquired  into;  and  the  re- 
fult  is,  that  Titus  Andronicus,  the 
fil'd  part  of  Henry  VI.  Sir  John  6ld- 
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caftle,  the  London  Prodigal,  &c.  are 
referred  to  other  contemporary  au¬ 
thors,  or  ihewn  to  have  exifled  be¬ 
fore  Shakfpeare  wrote.  The  reft 
of  his  prolegomena  confifts  of  a 
variety  of  mifcelkneous  articles,  '  cu¬ 
rious,  or  entertaining,  which  our  li¬ 
mits  will  not  permit  us  to  enumerate. 
To  the  whole  work  is  added,  an  ap¬ 
pendix,  and  a  copious  gloflarial  in¬ 
dex.  This  is  a  work  which  has  been 
long  expected  by  the  public,  and  it 
will  be  received  by  them  with  gra¬ 
titude  to  the  careful  and  attentive 
editor.  For  eight  years  has  Mr. 
Malone  been  employed  on  it  with  1111- 
ceafing  folicitude.  Ana  it  is  not  eaiy 
to  conceive  of  the  labour  that  was 
ci  required  to  inveftigate  fugitive 
allufions,  to  explain  and  juftify  ob¬ 
solete  phrafeology,  by  parellel  paffages 
from  contemporary  authors,  and  to 
form  a  genuine  text  by  a  careful  col¬ 
lation  of  the  original  copies — the 
due  execution  of  which,  can  alone 
entitle  an  editor  of  Shakfpeare  to 
the  favour  of  the  public.”  After  a 
careful  peru fal  of  this  work,  we 
have  no  difficulty  in  averting, 
that  the  public  are  under  very 
great  obligations  to  Mr.  Malone.  He 
has  detedled  many  innovations,  tranf- 
portions,  &c.  &c.  and  introduc¬ 
ed  a  great  number  of  emendations, 
which  feem  to  have  been  neceffary 
to  the  formation  of  a  genuine  text. 

He  has  like  wife  added  a  variety 
of  notes  to  thofe  (elected  from  for¬ 
mer  commentators,  which  he  has 
reafon  to  expedt  will  be  read  with 
pieafure  ;  and  in  many  of  which  he 
has  been  peculiarly  happy  in  illuf- 
trating  the  fenfe  of  his  author. 
Thefe  he  has  judicioufly  fubjoined 
to  the  text,  to  relieve  the  readers 
“■  from  the  irkfome  talk  of  feeking 
for  information  in  a  different  volume 
from  that  immediately  before  them.” 
From  this  general  account  our  read- 
mi  will  be  fufficiently  apprized  of 


the  importance  and  valme  of  this 
edition  of  Shakfpeare ;  which  to 
the  admirers  of  that  bari  will  afford 
much  gratification,  how  much  fo- 
ever  they  may  be  djfpofed  to  differ 
in  fome  inflances  from  the  ingenious 
and  learned  editor.  Of  this  work  a 
lefs  expend ve  edition  has  been  pub- 
liilied  in  feven  volumes  1 2mo.  in 
which  the  general  introductory  ob- 
fervations  to  the  different  plays  are 
prefer ved,  and  the  numerous  notes 
abridged. 

The  next  publication  which  we 
iliali  announce  is  “Shakfpeare’s  Dra¬ 
ma  ticWorks, with  explanatory  Notes; 
a  new  Edition  ;  to  which  is  now 
added  a  copious  Index  to  the  re¬ 
markable  Paffages  and  Words,  by  the 
Reverend  Samuel  Ayfcough,  F.S.  A. 
&c.”  in  one  volume.  What  calls 
for  our  notice  of  this  work  at  pre- 
fent  is,  the  extenfive  index  to  Shak¬ 
fpeare,  which  occupies  nearly  feven 
hundred  pages.  This,  like  wife,  has 
been  a  work  of  great  labour  and  dif¬ 
ficulty,  and  will  be  found  of  confi- 
derable  fervice  in  illuftrating  theob- 
folete  and  obfeure  language  of  the 
poet.  By  fuch  an  index,  Shakfpeare, 
in  many  inflances,  may  be  made  his 
own  interpreter  ;  and  the  reader  be 
enabled  to  throw  light  on  difficult 
paffages  which  the  ableft  commenta¬ 
tors  have  not  explained  to  his  fatis- 
fadtion.  Mr.  Ayfcough  is  well 
known  to  be  peculiarly  qualified  for 
fuch  an  undertaking,  by  having  re¬ 
peatedly  executed  fimilar  works  with 
credit  andlticcefs.  And  we  are  per- 
fuaded  that  from  the  work  before  us 
he  runs  no  riik  of  diminifhing  his 
reputation. 

Among  the  Poetical  publications 
of  the  year  s  79  ,  we  find  a  wo;k  en¬ 
titled,  “  Specimens  of  the  early  En- 
glifh  Poets.”  This  is  g  comp.iadon 
of  Inch  fmxller  poems  s  arpe  ned 
during  the  fixteenth  and  fevenremth 
centuries,  given  in  the  order  of  time 
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Ei  which  their  feveral  authors  flou- 
j  i'fhed ;  and  may  be  recommended 
as  a  proper  fupplement  to  Headley’s 
Beauties  of  Ancient  Englifh  Poetry, 
pf  which  we  gave  an  account  in  our 
Regifter  for  the  year  1787.  We 
mean  not  to  fppak  of  it  as  pofTeffmg 
equal  literary  merits  with  that  pub¬ 
lication  :  the  editor’s  defign  was 
not  fo  comprehensive.  With  great 
modefty  he  calls  his  work  only  44  a 
poetical  common-place  book.”  He 
has,  however,  difplayed  great  tafte 
in  forming  his  feleftion,  which  is 
printed  with  great  care,  and  uncom¬ 
mon  elegance.  Among  the  authors 
from  whom  thefe  fptcimens  are 
taken  are,  lord  Surrey,  hr  Tho¬ 
mas  Wyat?  George  Gafcoigne, 
Shakfpeare,  Sydney,  Daniel,  Flet¬ 
cher,  Beaumont,  Marlow,  Ra¬ 
leigh,  Jonfori,  Drummond,  Dray¬ 
ton,  Donne,  Carew,  Shirley,  Ran¬ 
dolph,  Davehant,  Wooton,  Cart- 
jvright,  Suckling,  Cowley,  Waller, 
Milton,  Dryden,  Sedley,  See.  8zcf 
From  this  lift  our  readers  will  per¬ 
ceive  that,  though  many  of  them  do 
not  poffefs  a  very  exalted  rank  on  Par- 
in  aflus,  there  are  other  names  of 
which  we  juftly  boaft,  as  the  pride 
and  glory  of  our  country. 

Mifs  Brooke’s  44  Reliques  of  Irifh 
Poetry,  confifting  of  heroic  Poems, 
Odes,  Elegies,  and  Songs,  tranflated 
Into  Englifh  Verfe,  &c.”  were  pub- 
fifhed  by  her,  44  with  a  view  to 
throw  fome  light  on  the  antiquities 
of  her  country,  to  vindicate,  in  part, 
its  hiftory,  to  prove  its  claim  to  fei- 
entike  as  well  as  to  military  fame, 
knd  to  awaken  a  juft  and  ufeful  cur'i- 
ofity  oil  the  fubjeft  of  its  poetical 
bhmpofitions.”  The  pieces  which 
ifhe  has  felt  died  do  uhqueftionably 
poffefs  very  great  merit.  They  are 
diftinguifhed  by  numerous  inftances 
of  that  fuBiimity,  that  pathos,  and 
that  charming  fimplicity  which  are 
diicoverable  in  the  artlefs  eompofl- 


tions  of  early  times  Mifs  Brook^ 
likewife,  feems  to  have  been  peculi¬ 
arly  qualified  for  the  talk  of  favour¬ 
ing  her  readers  with  an  Englifh  ver- 
fiOn  of  thefe  Reliques.  She  is  pof- 
felled  of  very  refpeftable  poetical  ta¬ 
lents  ;  of  heroic  and  elevated  fenti- 
meats,  a  lively  and  bold  imagina¬ 
tion,  and  an  elegant  and  cultivated 
lafte  ;  to  which  mu  ft  be  added  an  en- 
thufiaftic  zeal  for  the  literary  honour 
of  her  country.  This  fpirit,  we 
think,  file  has  carried  to  an  excefs, 
in  the  encomiums  which"  file  paffes 
on  the  Irifh  language  and  mufic ; 
and  in  her  claims,  for  Ireland,  to  a 
more  early  civilization,  refinement, 
and  cultivated  genius,  than  any  other 
nation  in  Europe.  But  in  thefe 
claims  file  is  countenanced  by  the 
O’Connor’s,  the  O’Halloran’s,  and 

the  Vallancev’s,  if  the  more  cool  and 
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philofophical  hiftorian  reject  them. 
And  our  fair  poetef s  will  confole  her- 
felf  in  the  approbation  of  thofe 
44  names,  dear  to  every  fpirit  of  libe¬ 
rality  and  fcience,  but  by  Irifh- 
men  peculiarly  to  be  revered.” 

44  The  Metrical  Hiftory  of  fir 
James  Wallace,  Knight  of  Ellerflie, 
By  Henry,  commonly  called  Blind 
Harry,  carefully  tranferibed  from 
the  Manufcript  Copy  of  that  Work 
in  the  Advocates’  Library,  under  the 
Eye  of  the  Earl  of  Buchan,”  in  three 
vols.  is  reported  to  be  the  beft  publi¬ 
cation  ofthe  fabulous  hiftory  of  that 
Scottifh  famous  hero  which  has  vet 
appeared;  and  will  be  an  acceptable 
prefent  to  the  admirers  of  ancient 
Britifh  poetry.  Its  principal  value, 
however,  confifts  in  the  representa¬ 
tion  which  it  gives  of  the  ftate  of 
language  and  manners  in  Scotland 
during  the  fifteenth  century.  The 
editor’s  attempt  to  eftablifh  the  ve¬ 
racity  of  it  as  a  coileftion  of  hiftori- 
cal  rafts,  is  totally  unfiiccefsful. 

44  The  Bruce,  or  the  Hiftory  of 
Robert  I.  King  of  Scotland,  writ¬ 
ten 
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ten  in  Scottifh  V erle,  by  John  Bar¬ 
bour,  with  Notes  and  a  Gloflary, 
by  J.  Pinkerton,  in  three  vols.”  is 
chiefly  valuable  on  the  fame  account 
ns  the  laft  mentioned  article.  It 
ought,  however,  to  be  mentioned  in 
Its  favour,  that  the  greater  part,  if 
not  all  the  incidents  which  it  con¬ 
tains,  are  founded  in  real  biftory. 

'  a  * 

The  author  of  it  was  archdeacon  of 
Aberdeen,  in  the  fourteenth  century : 
and  the  prefent  edition  is  taken  from 
a  manufcript  copy  dated  1498^  pre¬ 
fer  ved  in  the  advocates’  library  at 
Edinburgh.  Mr.  Pinkerton’s  pre¬ 
face  and  notes  are  iiihruftive  and 
entertaining;. 

The  fecond  edition  of  44  Poems, 
by  Hugh  Dowman,  M.  D.”,  is  no¬ 
ticed  by  us  on  account  of  the  valuable 
additions  which  the  author  has  made 
to  his  former  publication.  It  would 
foe  fuperfluous  to  repeat  the  opinion 
which  we  have  on  different  occa- 
fions  expreffed,  of  the  claffical 
tafte,  and  true  poetic  fpirit  which 
diftinguifli  the  labours  of  Dr.  Down- 
man,  under  the  influence  of  the 
Mufes.  This  opinion  has  happpily 
coincided  with  the  univerlal  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  public.  We  have, 
therefore,  only  to  inform  our  read¬ 
ers,  that  in  this  enlarged  edition 
they  will  meet  with  leveral  new 
pieces  which  bear  every  internal  evi¬ 
dence  of  their  proceeding  from  the 
fame  pen.  Among  others,  the  au¬ 
thor  has  given  a  new  verfion  of  4  the 
Land  of  the  Mufes,’  in  modern  heroic 
verfe ;  a  tranflation  of  the  Epice- 
dium  of  Ragnar  Lodbrach,  king  of 
Denmark,  the  charafter  of  which 

our  readers  will  find  in  our  Hiftory 
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of  the  Literature  of  Denmark  for  the 
year  1 787;  OdestoEnvy,  to  Content, 
to  Vengeance,  and  another  in  the 
ffyle  of  Gray’s  Ode  on  adilfant  Pro- 
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lpeff  of  Eton  College;  and  Odes  ad- 
dr  died  to  different  peifbns,  from  mo¬ 


tives  of  efleem  and  private  friend- 
fhip. 

44  The  Dramatic  Sketches  of  the 
Ancient  Northern  Mythof  ■gy>  by 
F.  Sayers,  M.  D.”  were  publifhed 
44  with  a  view  of  giving  fome  flight 
idea  at  leaft,  of  the  ncgleffed  beau¬ 
ties  of  the  Gothic  religion,  and  of 
recommending  a  freer  introduction 
of  its  imagery  into  the  poetry  of  the 
Englifh  nation.”  Thefe  lketches  are 
three  in  number,  Frea,  Moina,  and 
Starno.  The  ftory  on  which  Frea  is 
founded  is  taken  from  the  Edda, 
Balder,  the  god  of  the  fun,  and  the 
beloved  of  Frea,  the  Scandinavian 
Venus,  having  been  (lain  by  his  bro¬ 
ther  Hoder,,  Frea  defeends  to  the  in¬ 
fernal  regions  to  procure  his  releafe 
from  Hela,  the  goddefs  of  fate.  Hela 
promifes  to  comply  with  her  prayer, 
on  condition  that  all  the  fuperior  dei¬ 
ties  weep  for  Balder’s  fall.  Frea  is 
fuccefsfuJ  in  her  application  to  all  the 
deities  excepting  Lok,  the  Scandina¬ 
vian  Satan,  whole  refufal  confirms 
the  fate  of  Balder,  and  concludes  the 
piece.  This  ftorv  Dr.  Sayers  has 
rendered  exceedingly  interefling.  It 
abounds  in  fublime  deferiptions, 
forcible  imagery,  and  true  elegiac 
tendernefs.  The  odes  in  this  fketch 
are  in  rhyme.  Moina  approaches 
nearer  in  its  conftru6tion  to  the 
Greek  model.  The  ftorv  is  not 

j 

mythological,  but  of  the  author’s  in¬ 
vention,  and  intended  merely  as  a 
vehicle  for  the  exhibition  of  Celtic 
and  Gothic  manners.  The  choral 
odes,  on  which  the  author  Teems  to 
have  employed  his  whe'le  energy, 
are  peculiarly  brilliant,  'chough  they 
do  not  poflefsthe  ornament  of  rhyme. 
Starno,  which  is  like  wife  written  on 
the  Greek  model,  and  without)  hyme, 
is  chiefly  intended  to  exhibit  the 
Celtic  cu flours  and  mvthologv.  But 
whether  it  were  owing  to  the  ftory 
on  which  it  is  founded  wanting  no- 
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vclty,  or  to  the  fcanty  information 
that  can  be  obtained  refpetfting  the 
Diuidical  religion,  we  did  not  find 
ourfelves  fo  mucli  interefted  in  read¬ 
ing  it,  as  we  were  by  the  two  former 
fketches.  On  the  whole,  this  pro¬ 
duction  fhews  Dr.  Sayers  to  be  no 
mean  proficient  in  Scandinavian  an¬ 
tiquities,  while  it  affords  numerous 
evidences  of  his  claffical  knowledge, 
as  well  as  poetical  taffe  and  energy. 
It  is  a  valuable  addition  to  thofe 
poems  of  Gray,  Jeniingham,  and 
Hole,  in  which  the  principal  features 
and  images  are  borrowed  from  the 
Northern  Mythyolgy. 

Sotheby’s  ie  Poems,  confifting  of 
a  Tour  through  Parts  of  North  and 
South  Wales,  Sonnets,  Odes,  &c.” 
contain  many  poetical  beauties  of  the 
defcriptive  kind,  with  which  we 
have  been  highly  pleafeck  Some¬ 
times,  indeed,  in  aiming  at  fubli- 
xifity,  the  author’s  ftyle  and  language 
are  ^rendered  inflated  and  obfcure. 
In  general,  however,  they  are  cor¬ 
rect  and  perfpicuous,  and  his  num¬ 
bers  well  polifhed.  To  thofe  who 
have  travelled  through  the  country 
which  Mr.  Sotheby  defcribes,  his 
poems  w-ill  be  peculiarly  acceptable. 

44  Adriano,  or  the  fir  ft  of  June, 
by  the '  Author  of  the  'Village  Cu¬ 
rate,”  recites  feme  interefting  cir- 
cumftances,  with  great  fimpiicity, 
and,  on  the  whole,  with  great  ani¬ 
mation  and  energy.  In  his  deferip- 
tions  the  author  ftill  difeovers  an  ex- 
quifite  tafte  for  the  beauties  of  na¬ 
ture;  and  the  pictures  which  he 
draws  are  richly  coloured,  and  highly 
poetic.  But  his  work,  with  all  its 
excellencies,  is  disfigured  by  the  fame 
defects  and  blemifnes  with  his  for¬ 
mer  production.  While  aiming  at 
the  familiar  he  occasionally  becomes 
diigufting,  and  his  language  is  fre¬ 
quently  inaccurate,  and  fometimes 
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vulgar.  Thefe  defeds  we  can  attri¬ 
bute  to  nothing  but  careleffnefs  and 
inattention,  as  the  author  is  evidently 
pofieffed  of  the  ability  that  is  necef- 
lary  to  deted  and  to  corred  them. 

44  The  Garden,  or  the  Art  of  lay¬ 
ing  out  Grounds,  tranflated  from  the 
French  of  the  Abbe  de  Lille,”  is  the 
production  of  an  author  well  known 
in  the  literary  world  for  his  abilities 
and  poetical  tafte.  In  this  work  his 
powers  appear  to  great  advantage  in 
the  juftice  of  his  principles  and  di- 
dadic  remarks,  the  beauty  of  his  de- 
feriptions,  and  the  numerous  perti¬ 
nent  epifodes,  which  he  has  intro¬ 
duced.  It  will  be  obvious,  how¬ 
ever,  to  the  Englifh  reader,  that  he 
hasperufed  with  advantage  many  of 
our  Englifh  authors  on  the  fame 
fubjed,  from  Temple  and  Pope,  to 
Gray  and  Whately;  although  he  has 
not  been  fufficiently  explicit  in  ac¬ 
knowledging  his  obligations.  The 
prefent  tranflation  is  free  and  ele¬ 
gant,  and  poffeffes  much  of  the  fpi- 
rit  and  animation  of  the  original. 

44  Amufement,  a  Poem,  by  Hem 
ry  James  Pye,  Efq.”  is  an  elegant 
and  pleafing  performance,  in  which 
the  author  traces  the  progrefs  of  a- 
mufement  from  the  earlieft  periods 
of  time,  and  the  ftate  of  foiitary  or 
uncultivated  life,  to  thefe  modern 
days  of  civilization  and  refinement. 
Mr.  Pye’s  deferiptions  are  drawn 
from  life,  and  have  much  ftrength 
and  beauty  of  colouring  ;  his  fat  ire, 
though  keen  and  pointed,  is  deliver¬ 
ed  with  much  fprightlinefs  and  good 
humour  ;  and  the  observations  and 
reflections  which  occur,  are,  in  ge¬ 
neral,  juft  and  liberal. 

The  44  Epiftola  Macaronica  ad 
Fratrem,  de  iis  quae  gefta  funt  in  nu- 
pero  Difientientium  Conventu,  &c.” 
has  afforded  us  many  a  hearty  laugh. 
The  Hibjecf  of  it  is  a  dinner-meeting 
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at  the  London  Tavern*,  in  the  month 
of  February,  1790,  of  a  number  of 
diffenters,  and  others,  friends  to  the 
repeal  of  the  corporation  and  teft 
a6ts.  From  the  defcriptive  pow¬ 
ers  which  the  author  difplays,  and 
the  proofs  of  tafte  and  literature 
which  his  curious  work  affords,  he 
has  fecured  to  himfelf  the  praife  of 
being  unrivalled  in  this  fpecies  of 
poetry. 

The  44  Carmen  Seculare,  pro 
Galicia  Gente  tyrannidi  Ariftocra- 
ticae  erepta,”  has  proceeded  from  the 
pen  of  the  fame  author,  Dr.  Geddes. 
It  is  written  in  Sapphic  meafure,  and 
does  great  honour  to  the  claffical 
tafte  and  erudition  of  the  au¬ 
thor,  as  well  as  to  his  philanthropy 
and  liberality. 

44  The  Laurel  of  liberty,  a  Poem, 
by  Robert  Merry,  M.  A.”  is  the 
production  of  an  elegant  and  pleafing 
writer,  who,  feeling  his  heart  beat 
with  tranfport,  as  he  fuppofes  every 
Englifhman’s  muff  do,  on  viewing 
the  progrefs  of  liberty  in  France,  of¬ 
fers  his  warm  and  animated  congra¬ 
tulations  to  the  national  affembly. 
With  the  beauty  and  energy  of  ma¬ 
ny  of  his  lines  we  have  been  pecu¬ 
liarly  if  ruck  ;  but  at  the  fame  time 
much  offended  by  inflances  of  care- 
leffnefs,  quaintnefs,  obfcurity,  and 
falfe  ornament. 

44  The  Theatre,  a  didaCfic  Effay, 
&c.  by  Samuel  Whyte,  Dublin,” 
in  an  eulogium  on  a  young  lady 
who  performed  the  character  of 
Jane  Shore,  for  the  private  amufe- 
ment  of  her  friends,  contains 
lbme  precepts  relative  to  aCting  in 
general,  which  are  pertinent  and  juft, 
and  cioathed  in  eafy  and  pleafing  po¬ 
etry.  To  thefe  the  author  has  added, 
under  the  name  of  bon  ton  theatri¬ 
cals,  prologues  and  epilogues  deli¬ 
vered  at  lady  Burrowes’s,  and  other 
private  theatres.  In  a  preliminary 
advertifement  Mr.  Whyte  has  offered 
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fome  obfervations  on  the  fuppofed 
plagiarifms  of  refpeCtable  authors, 
which  are  deferving  attention. 

Mrs.  Yearfley’s  44  Stanzas  of  Woe, 
addreffed  from  the  Heart,  on  a  Bed 
of  Illnefs,  &c.”  complain,  in  lan¬ 
guage  of  diffrefs  and  indignation,  of 
fome  cruel  treatment  which  fhe  met 
with,  which  has  had  a  bad  effeCf  up¬ 
on  her  health.  Of  Mrs.  Yearfley’s 
poetical  abilities  we  have  had  repeat¬ 
ed  opportunities  of  giving  our  judg¬ 
ment,  which  has  always  been  accom¬ 
panied  with  a  tribute  of  praife  to 
“  her  native  wood  notes  wild.”  And 
we  now  obferve,  without  any  refe¬ 
rence  to  the  juflice  of  her  complaint, 
on  which  it  would  be  very  improper 
for  us  to  form  any  decifion,  that  no 
perfon  who  poffeffes  a  feeling  heart, 
can  read  thefe  flanzas,  without  pow¬ 
erful  emotions  in  favour  of  the  hum¬ 
ble  writer. 

From  Peter  Pindar’s  fatirica]  pen 
we  have  received  the  following 
pieces  during  the  year  1790  :  44  Ad¬ 
vice  to  the  future  Laureat,  an 
Ode 44  a  benevolent  Epiflle  to  Svl- 
vanus Urban,  alias  Mafter  John  Ni¬ 
chols,  Printer,  &c.  not  forgetting 
Mr.  William  Hayley,  &c.  &c.”  44  a 
Rowland  for  an  Oliver,  or  a  poetical 
Anfwer  to  the  benevolent  Epiflle  of 
Mr.  Peter  Pindar,  alfo  the  manufcri.pt 
Odes,  Songs,  Letters  of  the  above 
Mr.  Peter,  &c.  &c.”  and  44  a  com¬ 
plimentary  Epiflle  to  James  Bruce, 

Efq.  the  Aby (Tinian  Traveller.” _ - 

Thefe  different  di flies  are  feafoned  in 
fquire  Pindar’s  ufual  manner,  and 
will  afford  exquifite  gratification  to 
the  palates  capable  of  relifhing  his 
cookery. 

The  lovers  of  fatirica!  poetry  will 
alfo  be  pleafed  at  being  able  to  in- 
creafe  their  fund  of  entertainment, 
by  adding  to  it  the  44  Criticifms  on 
the  Roliiad,  Part  II.”  44  Political 
44  Mifcellanies,  by  the  Authors  of 
the  Roliiad,  and  probationary  Odes 

and 
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and  44  Letters  from  Simkin  the  Se¬ 
cond  to  his  dear  Brother  in  Wales, 
for  the  Year  1790” 

To  the  articles  already  enumerat¬ 
ed  our  limits  will  only  permit  us  to 
add  the  titles  of  the  following  publi¬ 
cations  :  44  Poems  by  the  Reverend 
S.  Hoole,  A.  M.  in  two  Volumes,” 
a  new  and  enlarged  edition  ;  44  Mis¬ 
cellaneous  Poems,  by  the  Reverend 
L.  Booker, ”  containing  fome  addi¬ 
tional  pieces  to  what  have  already 
pafled  the  ordeal  of  criticifm  ;  46  the 
Gentle  Shepherd,  by  Allan  Ramfay, 
attempted  in  Englifh  Verfe,  by  Mar¬ 
garet  Turner;”  46  Mifcellaneous 
Poems,  by  Ann  Francis ;  44  origi¬ 
nal  Mifcellaneous  Poems,  by  T. 
Smith;”  44  Poems,  by  James  Henry 
Leigh;”  44  King  Ala,  a  Poem  in  fix 
books,  by  T.  May  ;”  44  the  Galaxy, 
confiding  of  a  variety  of  Sacred  and 
other  Poetry,  by  W.  Belcher,  and 
others;”  44  Lines  on  Sir  Jofhua  Rey¬ 
nolds’s  Refignation  at  the  Royal  Aca¬ 
demy  by  Mr.  Jerningham;”  44  the 
Grave  of  Howard,  by  W.  L. 
Bowles;”  44  Verfes  on  the  benevo¬ 
lent  Inftitution  of  the  Philanthropic 
Society,”  by  the  fame;  44  Poems, 
dedicated,  by  permiifion,  to  the  right 
honourable  the  countefs  Fitzwilliam, 
by  S.  Pearfon ;  ’ ’  44  Chriftmas  in  a 
Cottage,  by  Lucinda  Strickland;” 
44  Juvenile  Poems,  with  Remarks  on 
Poetry,  &c.  by  J.  Armftrong;” 
44  Innocence,  an  allegorical  Poem, 
by  Mifs  Mary  Young  ;”  44  Poems,  by 
D.  Deacon,  Junior  ;”  44  St.  James’s 
Street,  by  M.  Milton  ;  44  Sonnets 
to  Eliza,  by  her  Friend;”  44  the 
Turtle  Dove,  a  Tale,  from  the 
French  of  Florian  ;”  44  Female  Cha¬ 
racters  in  Married  Life,  an  epigram¬ 
matic  Satire  ;”  u  the  Poftcript  to  the 
JsTew  Bath  Guide,  by  Anthony  Paf- 
quin,  Efq.”  44  St.  Mark’s  Day,  or 
King  John’s  Freemen  ;”  44  the  Pri- 
fon,  a  Poem  5”  44  a  Sonnet,  fuppoled 
to  have  been  written  by  Mary  Queen 
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of  Scotts,  to  Both  well,  in  French, 
with  a  tranflation ;  ”  44  Belgia,  a 
Poem;”  44  ferious  Reflections,  ad- 
drefled  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Great 
Britain,  by  a  Female;”  44  Cheyt 
Sing,  by  a  young  Lady  of  Fifteen  ;  * 
44  Happinefs,  a  Poem  ;”  44  Reflec¬ 
tion,  a  Poem  ;  44  Ainfl  va  la  Monde 
infcribed  to  R.  Merry,  Efq.  by 
Laura  Maria;”  44  an  Ode  on  the 
difiant  View  of  France,  from  Dover 
Cliff;  and  44  the  Revolution,  an 
Epic  Poem,  in  twelve  Books.” 

In  the  Dramatic  lift  of  the  year 
1790,  we  find  the  following  pieces  : 
44  the  Indians,  a  Tragedy,  perform¬ 
ed  at  Richmond ;  ” 44  better  Late  than 
Never,  a  Comedy,  by  Miles  Peter 
Andrews;”  44  the  German  Hotel, 
a  Comedy,  performed  at  Covent 
Garden  ;”  44  the  new  Cofmetic,  or 
Triumph  of  Beauty,  a  Comedy,  by 
C.  Meimoth 44  Love  in  manv 
Mafks,  altered  from  Mrs.  Behn  s  Ro¬ 
ver,  a£ted  at  Drury  Lane  ;”  44  New 
Spain,  or  Love  in  Mexico,  an  Ope¬ 
ra,  performed  at  the  Haymarket  ;” 
44  Modern  Breakfaft,  or  all  Afieep  at 
Noon,  by  Henry  Siddons,”  per¬ 
formed  at  the  fame  place  ;  44  the  in¬ 
triguing  Chambermaid,  a  ballad 
Farce,  altered  from  Fielding  ;  ’  44try 
again,  a  Farce  in  two  A  Hs,  as  per¬ 
formed  in  the  Haymarket ;”  44  the 
little  Hunchback,  a  Farce,  as  per¬ 
formed  at  Covent  Garden  ;”  44  the 
Adventurers,  a  Farce,  performed  at 
Drury-Lane;”  and  44  the  Man  of 
Enterprize,  a  Farce;”  performed 
at  the  fame  place. 

We  fhall  now  turn  the  attention 
of  our  readers  to  the  few  articles 
which  we  have  referved  for  our 
mifcellaneous  lift. 

The  firft  of  thefe  is,  44  Letters  on 
Education,  with  Qbfervations  on 
Religious  and  Metaphyfical  Subjects, 
by  Catharine  Macaulay  Graham.” 
This  is  partly,  a  republicatioh 
of  a  metaphyfical  work,  of  which 

we 
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grc  expreffed  our  opinion  in  our 
Hiftory  of  the  Literature  of  the  year 
178^;  and  partly,  an  original 
.treat ife  on  education,  the  rules 
and  principles  of  which,  as  laid 
down  by  the  author,  are  founded  on 
her  obfervations  in  the  former 
work.  After  confidering  the  quei- 
Cion  relative  to  public  and  private 
education,  and  deciding  in  favour 
of  the  latter,  Mrs.  Graham  devotes 
feverai  letters  to  the  corporeal 
management  of  children  $  in  which 
ilie  fuggeffs  a  number  of  ufeful 
hints,  intermixed  with  peculiarities 
which  feem  to  have  originated  in  her 
imagination,  rather  than  in  her 
iudgment.  To  thefe  fucceed  her 
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obfervations  on  education,  fo  far 
as  it  refpefts  the  cultivation  of  the 
mind  ;  in  which  we  find  many 
things  to  approve  and  commend, 
while  in  fome  inftances  we  are 
obliged  to  differ  from  the  ingenious 
writer.  Her  thoughts  on  the  fub- 
jedt  of  literary  education,  which 
next  engages  her  attention,  are  un¬ 
doubtedly  original ;  but  we  do  not 
think  that  they  contain  any  im¬ 
provement  on  the  modes  which  are 
at  prefent  adopted  in  our  beft  con¬ 
duced  feminaries  ;  what  weconfider 
as  a  fundamental  defeC  is,  that  die 
would  defer  the  fludy  of  the  mathe¬ 
matics  to  the  age  of  twenty-one,  or 
twenty-two,  when  the  other  branches 
that  form  her  lyftem  of  education, 
are  completed.  The  remaining 
letters  relate  to  education  confidered 
more  generally,  including  the  rules 
of  what  the  French  call  the  petits 
moraux ;  remarks  on  thofe  leading 
cuftoms  of  Greece  and  Rome  which 
flamped  a  national  charadter 
on  their  citizens  ;  and  the  moil 
likely  means  to  promote  morality, 
civilization,  refinement,  and  reli¬ 
gion.  Many  of  her  obfervations  on 
thefe  topics  will  be  found  highly  im¬ 
portant  and  intcrefling  ;  others  we 
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cannot  but  think  injudicious  and 
fanciful.  On  the  whole,  the  well 
known  abilities  of  Mrs.  Graham, 
will  be  a  fufficient  recommendation, 
of  this  work  to  the  public  attention  ; 
and  notwithstanding  that  we  have 
expreffed  ourfelves  freely,  with  re- 
fpedt  to  what  appeared  to  us  to  be 
blemifhes  in  it,  we  can  affure  our 
readers  that  they  may  expedt  much 
inftrudtion  and  entertainment  from 
the  perufal  of  it. 

The  44  Volume  of  Letters  from 
Dr.  Berkenhout  to  his  Son  at  the 
Univerfity,”  is  a  very  mifcellaneous 
production,  in  which,  amid  a  variety 
of  obfervations  that  are  peculiar  and 
objectionable,  there  are  a  great 
number  of  hints  which  may  be  of 
confiderable  fervice  to  young  men, 
if  they  are  received  with  attention 
and  candour.  In  his  preface  the 
Doctor  ftates,  that  44  thefe  letters 
were  written  partly  for  his  own. 
amufement,  but  principally  with  a 
defign  of  introducing  the  young 
frefliman,  to  whom  they  were  ad~ 
dreffed,  to  an  early  acquaintance 
with  the  elements  of  the  lciences  he 
was  about  to  cultivate  that-  he 
hopes  the  critic  44  will  allow  him 
the  privilege  of  that]  inattention  to 
abfolute  precifion  and  methodical 
arrangement,  which,  in  familiar 
letters,  it  would  be  unjuft,  and 
perhaps,  improper  to  require :  and 
that  the  fubjedls  are  frequently 
varied,  on  purpofe  to  relieve  the  at¬ 
tention,  and  to  avoid  the  formality 
of  a  fyftematic  treatife.”  The 
letters  are  thirty-five  in  number,  of 
which  the  laft  eleven  are  employed 
on  the  fubjedf  of  botany. 

To  the  tenth  edition  of  Mr,  Kqoxts 
Liberal  Education  was  annexed  44  a 
Letter  to  the  Right  Honourable 
lord  North,  Chancellor  of  the  Uni- 
verfity  of  Oxford,”  in  which  that 
author,  after  lamenting,  that  little 
attention  feemed  to  have  been  paid 

to 
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td  bis  mdCtures  and  animadverfions 
on  the  flats  of  inftruCtion  and  difci- 
pline  in  the  Univerfityof  Oxfoid,by 
thofe  who  had  the  government  of  that 
celebrated  feminary,  publicly  cal  Is  on 
Bis  lordfliip,  to  promote  a  revifion 
of  the  ftatntes,  and  exercifes  of  the 
univerfity,  and  to  fubmit  the  whole 
to  a  parliamentary  con fideration.  In 
this  letter  we  meet  with  a  number 
of  feriotis  and  important  obfervations 
which  deferve  the  attention  of  his 
lordfliip  ;  of  thofe  who  would  pro¬ 
mote  the  credit  and  utility  of  thofe 
venerable  feats  of  learning  which 
foreigners  have  been  taught  to  look 
upon  as  the  pride  of  this  kingdom, 
and  of  all  who  with  for  the  happi- 
nefs  and  welfare  of  the  country  at- 
large. 

This  letter  provoked  the  pen  of 
3 n  angry  academic,  to  write  one  in 
anfwer  44  to  the  Rev.  Vicefimus 
Knox,  on  the  SubjeCt  of  his  Animad- 
verfions  on  the  Univerfity  of  Ox¬ 
ford.”  In  this  letter  the  author  at¬ 
tempts,  in  a  very  feeble  manner,  to 
palliate  the  abufes,  the  exigence  of 
which  was  fliewn  with  too  much  evi¬ 
dence  by  Mr.  Knox;  while  he  is  liberal 
in  his  charges  againff  that  writer,  of 
mifreprefentation,  and  contradiction, 
and  in  bold  affertions  that  the  amend 
merits  which  he  recommends  are  un- 
'rreceffiry,  or  would  be  ineffectual. 
We  wifh  that  it  were  in  our  power, 
highly  as  we  think  of  the  learning 
and  virtue  which  have  adorned,  and 
do  frill  adorn  our  uni verfi ties,  to 
fufefcribe  to  the  unqualified  praife 
which  this  writer  beftows  upon 
them .  Brit  before  we  can  do  that, 
their  honour  muff  be  eftabllfhed  bv 
a  judicious  and  e$ential  reform. 

The  author  of  44  A  Letter  to  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Parr,  occafioned  by.  his 
Republication  of  TraCts  by  War- 
.  burton,  and  a  Warburtcnian”  at¬ 
tacks  the' motTves  of  the  doctor  in 
that  publication  ;  which,  iTiIlead  of 
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a  defence  of  Leland,  and  Jortin,  he 
conftrues  into  an  illiberal  and  malig¬ 
nant  attempt  to  injure  the  reputa¬ 
tion  and  character  of  a  refpeCtable 
living  prelate.  We  are  too  charitable 
to  admit  the  conclufions  of  this 
writer  :  but  we  cannot  avoid  doing 
juftice  to  his  abilities,  and  intention. 
He  writes  like  a  fcholar,  and  a 
gentleman  ;  afTails  the  editor  of  the 
traCts  with  the  weapons  of  keen 
farcafm  and  irony,  which  have  been' 
fo  formidable  in  his  own  hands ;  and 
offers  a  very  candid  and  ingenious 
vindication  of  the  editor  of  War- 
burton's  works,  to  thofe  who  may 
deem  any  vindication  to  be  necef- 
fary. 

In  our  Annual  Regiffer  for  the 
Iaft  year,  we  freely  expreffed  our 
opinion  on  the  fubjeCt  of  the  great 
obligations  that  Dr.  White  was  flip- 
pofed  to  be  under  to  Mr.  Badcock, 
in  the  compofition  of  his  Bampton 
LeCture  Sermons.  During  the  pre- 
fent  year  Dr.  White  has  publifhed 
44  a  Statement  of  his  Literary 
Obligations  to  the  late  Rev.  Mr. 
Samuel  Badcock,  and  the  Rev. 
Samual  Parr,  LL.  D.”  What  we 
formerly  faid  on  this  fubjeCt  has  re¬ 
ceived  abundant  and  fatisfaCtorv  con- 
firmation,  by  the  candid  and  un¬ 
affected  declarations,  and  unquestion¬ 
able  evidence  which  this  ftatement 
conveys.  Wc  only  lament  that  it 
did  not  appear  at  an  earlier  period  ; 
as  it  would  have  preferved  the  pro- 
feffor’s  character  from  much  illiberal 
and  Unmerited  abufe,  and  tftabliflied, 
his  claim,  with  the  difpaffionate  and 
unprejudiced,  to  whatever  is  valua¬ 
ble  and  important  in  the  Bampton 
LeCtures.  The  aififiance  which  he 
received,  was  no  other  than  what 
men  of  the  moft  diftinguifhed  talents 
have  availed  themfelves  of  in  find  far 
circumftances,  without  the  leaf!  im¬ 
putation  on  their  abilities.  That 
Dr.  White  was  not  difcreet,  and  did 

not 
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mot  poflefs  that  proper  pride  and 
exertion  which  we  look  for  in  a 
Vigorous  and  learned  mind,  we 
readily  allow.  The  affifiance  he 
received  from  Dr.  Parr,  was  attended 
with  no  circum fiances  but  what  do 
honour  to  both  the  parties. 

The  “  Letters  to  and  from  the 
Rev.  Philip  Doddridge,  D.  D.  late  of 
Northampton,  publiihed  from  the 
Originals,  with  Notes  Explanatory 
and  Biographical,  by  Thomas  Sted- 
man.  M.  A.  Vicar  of  St.  Chad’s, 
Shrewfbury,”  befide  being  amufing 
and  intcrefting,  contain  many  ufefui 
obfervations  on  books,  learning, 
philoiophy,  and  criticifm,  which  re¬ 
flect  honour  on  the  refpedfive  wri¬ 
ters,  and  particularly  on  Dr.  Dodd¬ 
ridge,  to  whom  they  are  chiefly 
addrefied.  We  think  alfo,  with  the 
editor,  that  the  publication  of  them 
will  ferve  the  caufe  of  truth  and 
virtue,  charity  and  moderation. 
Befide  the  names  of  Clark,  Barker, 
Miles,  Leland,  Jennings,  Farmer, 
and  Lardner,  who  were  eminent 
among  the  Difienters,  this  volume 
contains  the  correfpondence  of  many 
perfons  refpedtable  for  their  rank 
and  talents  in  the  Church  of  Eng¬ 
land.  Among  others  we  find  the 
names  of  Dr.  Newton,  principal  of 
Hertford  Co  lege  ;  Dr.  Grey,  pre¬ 
bendary  of  St.  Paul’s ;  Dr.  Warbur- 
ton,  afterwards  bifliop  of  Gloucetler ; 
Dr.  Seeker,  bifliop  of  Oxford, 
afterwards  archbifhop  of  Canter¬ 
bury  ;  Dr.  Maddox,  bifhop  of 
Worceffer ;  Dr.  Sherlock,  bifliop 
of  London,  &c.  &c. 

The  “  Letters  written  in  France, 
■in  the  Summer  1^9  ,  to  a  Friend  in 
England,  containing  various  Anec¬ 
dotes  relative  to  the  French  Pvevolu- 
tion,  &c.”  by  Helen  Maria  Williams, 
form  an  elegant  and  pleafing  pro¬ 
duction,  which  will  not  diminifli 
the  reputation  which  the  fair  writer 
has  defer vedly  acquired  in  the  public 
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opinion.  In  thefe  letters  file  writes 
under  the  immediate  impreffions 
made  by  the  different  objects  which 
were  presented  to  her  during  her 
journey  through  France,  of  which 
file  gives  a  beautify!  and  animated 
picture  ;  and,  particularly^  by  the; 
memorable  federation  at  Paris,  which 
fhe  flyles  “  the  mofi  fublime  fpec~ 
tacle  which,  perhaps,  was  ever  re* 
prefented  on  the  theatre  of  this 
earth.”  She  is,  indeed,  an  enthu* 
fiafi  in  the  caufe  of  liberty ;  and 
never  lofes  an  opportunity  of 
deferibing  the  exultation  which  fhe 
felt  on  beholding  its  triumphs  over 
defpotifm  and  oppreffion.  The 
affecting  ftory  which  file  introduces^ 

of  M.  de  F - — ,  and  his  family,, 

with  whom  file  was  perfonally  ac¬ 
quainted,  gives  peculiar  effeff  to  the 
fentiments  of  liberality  and  humanity 
of  which  fhe  is  the  advocate,  and 
renders  her  little  work  fiill  more 
interefting. 

We  fhall  now  conclude  our  hifiory 
of  the  Domefiic  Literature  of  the 
year  1790,  by  inferring  a  catalogue 
of  the  Novels  and  Romances  which, 
appeared  during  the  year. 

Among  thofe  which  are  entitled 
to  a  greater  degree  of  praife  than 
what  is  ufually  bellowed  on  fuck 
kind  of  compofitions,  we  have  fo 
rank,  “  Julia,  a  novel,  interfperfed 
with  fome  Poetical  Pieces,  by  Helen 
Maria  Williams,  in  two  vols;” 
“  Euphemia,  by  Mrs.  Charlotte 
Lennox,  in  four  vols “the  Neo-roe 
equalled  by  few  Europeans,  tranf- 
lated  from  the  French,  in  three 
vols ;”  “  the  Adventures  of  John  of 
Gaunt,  Duke  of  Lancafter,  by  James 
White,  Efq.  in  three  vols;”  “the 
Devil  upon  Two  Sticks  in  England, 
in  four  vols;”  u  Ellen  Woodley,  bv 
Mrs.  Bonhote,  in  two  vols;’’  “  and 
Arnold  Zulig,  a  Swifs  Story,  By 
the  author  of  Conftance,  Pharbs, 
and  Argus.” 


In  addition  to  thefe  we  have  to 
mention  the  names  of  the  following 
publications  :  44  the  Hiftory  of  Mifs 
Meredith,  by  Mrs.  Parfons,  in  two 
vols  ;”  44  the  Citizen,  by  Mrs, 

Gomerfall,  in  two  vols ;”  44  Mon¬ 
mouth,  a  Tale,  by  Mrs.  A.  M. 
Johnfon;”  44  a  Sicilian  Romance,  by 
the  Authorefs  of  the  Caftles  of  Ath- 
]in  and  Dunbayne,  in  two  vols;” 
*l  Frederic,  or  the  Libertine,  by 
Mr.  Potter,  in  two  vols ;”  “Louifa 
Forrefter,  or  Characters  drawn  from 
real  Life,  in  three  vols;”  Louila, 
or  the  Reward  of  an  Affectionate 
Laughter,  in  two  vols;”  44  the 
Follies  of  St.  James’s-flreet,  in  two 
vols  ;”  44  Charles  Henly,  or  the 
Fugitive  reftored,  in  two  vols;” 


6t  St.  Julian’s  Abbey,  in  two  vols  fa 
44  Memoirs  of  Maria,  a  Perfiarf 
Slave,  in  two  vols;”  “the  Orphan 
Marian,  in  two  vols;”  “  Dinarbas, 
a  Tale,  being  a  continuation  of 
Raftelas;”  44  Sempronia,  in  three 
vols;”  44  Hiftoric  Tales,  a  Novel ;” 
44  Converfations  of  Emily,  from  the 
French  of  M.  de  Epigny,  in  two 
vols  ;”  44  Lucinda  Hartley,  or  the 
Adventures  of  an  Orphan,  in  two 
vols;”  44  Arley,  or  the  Faithlefe 
Wife,  in  two  vols;”  44  Plexippus  or 
the  Afpiring  Plebeian,  in  two  vols;” 
44  Adeline,  or  the  Orphan,  in  three 
vols;”  44  the  Old  Maid,  or  the 
Hiftory  of  Mifs  Ravenfworth,  in- 
three  vols;”  and  44  Georgina 
court,  in  two  vols,” 
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IT  R  Hifiory  of  the  Foreign 
Literature  of  the  year  1790, 
commences,  according  to  our  ufuai 
method,  with  that  of  Ruffia,  which, 
in  point  of  order,  is  the  firlt  of  the 
northern  kingdoms  of  Europe  that 
calls  for  our  notice.  And  the  only 
important  publications  in  that  em¬ 
pire,  of  which  we  have  had  any  in¬ 
formation  fince  our  laft  account,  are 
the  “  Nova  A£ta  Academiae  Scien- 
tiarum  Imperialis  Petropolitanse, 
&c.”  volumes  I.  and  II.  The  im¬ 
perial  academy  at  Peterlburgh,  in 
confequence  of  the  mifmanagement 
of  its  directors,  was  for  feveral  years 
fo  diftra&ed  by  internal  diffentions, 
that  the  attention  of  the  members 
was  withdrawn  from  the  proper  ob¬ 
jects  of  their  purfuit,  and  their  ufuai 
collections  were  no  longer  publifhed. 
Under  thefe  circumftances,  the  em- 
prefs  idued  an  ediCt,  by  which  a 
new  conftitution  was  eflablifhed  for 
the  academy,  and  the  princefs  de 
Dafchkaw  appointed  to  the  prefi- 
dency.  With  this  new  conftitution 
the  academy  refolved  to  begin  a  new 
feries  of  their  collections :  and  the 
volumes  before  us  are  what  have  al¬ 
ready  been  publifhed  of  that  feries. 
The  firft  volume  confifls  of  the  Hif- 
tory  of  the  Academy  to  the  year 
1783,  written  in  French;  which, 

befide  an  account  of  what  was  tranf- 
aCted  at  the  feveral  meetings  of  th» 
academy,  contains  extrafts  of  differ- 
tations,  letters,  and  reports  which 
were  there  read  ;  a  review  of  works 
and  inventions  prefented  to  the  aca¬ 
demy;  and  the  eulogy  of  M.  L» 
Euler,  by  M.  Nicholas  Fufs.  Of 
the  latter  performance  we  gave  fome 
account  in  our  Regifter  for  the  year 
1785,  at  which  time  it  was  pub¬ 
lifhed  feparately.  The  memoirs 
which  follow  the  hiftorical  part  are 
moftly  written  in  Latin,  and  arc. 
referred  to  the  heads  of  mathematics, 
phyfico-mathematical,  phyfics,  and 
aftronomy.  The  volume  concludes 
with  an  account  of  meteorological 
obfervations  made  at  Peterfburgh  in 
the  years  1783  and  1784.  Of  thefe 
various  memoirs,  the  mathematical 
are  bv  far  the  moft  valuable.  The 
principal  contributors  to  this  clafs 
were,  the  late  excellent  M.  Euler, 
M.  A.  j.  Lexell,  M.  Nicholas  Fufs, 
and  M.  James  Bernouilli.  Among 
the  refpe&able  names  whofe  papers 
are  inferted  under  the  head  of  phy- 
lics,  we  meet  with  thofe  of  M.  C.  F. 
Wolff,  M.  J.  J.  Ferber,  M.  J.  G\ 
Georgi,  and  M.  P.  S.  Pallas.  From 
an  apparently  accurate  calculation  of 
M.  Kratit,  of  the  geometrical  furface 
of  Ruifia,  according  to  the  general 

map 
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map  of  that  empire  publifhed  by 
the  academy,  we  extract  the  general 
refult  for  the  information  of  our 
readers.  From  this  it  appears,  that 
this  immenfe  empire  extends  over 
one  fourteenth  part  of  the  Northern 
hemifphere,  and  that  it  contains 
3  30,  ^06  fquare  leagues. — The  fecond 
volume  brings  down  the  hiftory  of 
the  academy  to  the  year  1784.  In 
this  hiftory  we  find  little  worthy  of 
notice,  excepting  two  Jetters  from 
M.  iEpinus,  the  firft  of  which  re¬ 
lates  to  an  improvement  in  the  con- 
ftruCtion  of  the  miferofeope,  and 
the  fecond  to  Dr.  Herfchell’s  dif- 
covery  of  a  volcano  in  the  moon. 
The  memoirs  of  this  voluume  are 
clafled  under  the  fame  heads  as  in 
the  preceding,  and  were  principally 
fent  by  the  fame  refpeitable  authors. 
To  the  names  already  mentioned 
we  have  to  add  thofe  of  F.  T.  Schu¬ 
bert,  M.  P.  Camper,  and  M.  Steph. 
Rumoulki,  who  was  alfo  the  author 
of  a  valuable  aftronomical  memoir 
in  the  firft  volume.  To  thefe 
memoirs  fucceed  aftronomical  and 
meteorological  obfervations  and 
tables.  From  thefe  volumes  it  ap¬ 
peal's,  that  the  zeal  for  knowledge 
and  fcience  which  is  difplayed  in 
the  Ruffian  empire;  and  the  muni¬ 
ficence  and  fpirit  exerted  in  their 
protection  and  encouragement,  are 
fuch  as  are  highly  honourable  to 
Catherine  the  Second,  and  promife 
the  moft  beneficial  confequences  to 
her  numerous  fubjeCts.  The  con- 
quefts  which  by  thefe  means  Ihe 
will  ghin  over  the  ignorance  and 
barbarifm  of  their  minds,  will  ftied  a 
brighter  luftre  on  her  reign,  than  the 
numerous  victories  which  her  arms 
have  obtained  over  her  neighbouring 
foes. — Although  it  be  not  perfectly 
confiftent  with  our  plan,  yet  we  can 
not  avoid  inferring,  in  this  place, 
one  piece  of  information  from  the 
foreign  journals,  which  is  connected 
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with  the  literary  hiftory  of  Ruffia, 
It  is,  that  profeftor  Wolke  of  Peterf- 
burgh,  has  invented  an  univerfal 
graphical  language,  deftitute  of 
words,  eafy  to  learn,  and  not  diffi¬ 
cult  to  ufe  ;  that  it  immediately  ex- 
prefles  ideas,  and  fills  the  imagina¬ 
tion  with  images  and  perceptions  ; 
that  it  does  not  take  up  a  fifth  part 
of  the  fpace  of  any  known  language, 
and  can  eafily  be  taught  in  any 
country  where  there  are  Jews,  Turks, 
or  Chriftians,  or  where  the  bible  or 
koran  is  read.  It  will  give  us 
pleafure  when  we  are  able  to  lay  be¬ 
fore  our  readers  a  more  particular 
account  of  this  curious  invention. 

In  the  literary  hiftory  of  Sweden 
the  firft  publication  that  calls  for 
notice  is,  44  the  Memoirs  of  the 
Royal  Academy  of  Sciences,  vol.  x. 
for  the  year  1789,  in  two  parts,” 
publifhed  at  Stockholm.  The  fub- 
je6bs  of  thefe  memoirs  are  various ; 
pure  mathematics,  philofophy,  che- 
miftry,  natural  hiftory,  political; 
oeconomy,  and  medicine.  Among 
the  principal'  contributors  to  thefe 
volumes  we  find,  M.  G.  A.  Lejon- 
mark,  M.  J.  A.  Cariftrom,  M.  de 
Morveau,  M.  O.  Swartz,  M.  A. 
Modeer,  M.  j.  A.  Grill,  M.  S. 
Oedman,  M.  J.  Juling,  M.  P.  J. 
Hielm,  M.  J.  Godolin,  M.  E.  Od- 
heluis,  M.  Cl.  Bjernander,  and 
M.  O.  le  Cronftedt.  The  wellknown 
abilities  and  character  of  feveral  of 
thefe  authors  will  fufficiently  recom¬ 
mend  their  productions  to  men  of 
fcience.— At  Stockholm  has  likewife 
been  publifhed,  44  The  TranfaCtions 
of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences, 
Hiftory,  and  Antiquities,  Vol.  I.** 
This  academy  was  founded  by  Lou- 
ifa  Ulrica,  in  17^3;  and  was  revived 
and  enlarged  by  the  prefent  king,  in 
1786.  After  an  account  of  this  re- 
vi  vai,  and  an  eulogy  of  the  foundrefs, 
this  volume  contains  various  inau¬ 
gural,  and  other  difiertat^ons*  The 

fub- 


FOREIGN  LI 

fubjeols  of  the  moft  interefting  pa¬ 
pers  are,  a  Diflertation  on  the  Trade 
from  Sweden  to  the  Eaft,  bv  M.  Ad- 
lerberth;  the  Connexion  between 
Hiftory  and  Medals,  by  the  royal 
librarian  Riftele;  the  Endeavours  of 
Guftavus  I .  to  difteminate  Learning 
through  his  Kingdom,  by  M.  G. 
Murberg;  the  Connexion  between  the 
Belles  Lettres  and  the  Fine  Arts,  by 
M.  Rofenftein ;  and  the  State  of  Belles 
Lettres  in  Greece,  by  profeiTor  Elo- 
derus.  — The  ‘‘Sketch  of  aMineralogi- 
cal  Hiftory  of  Sweden,  Vol.L”  by  an 
anonymous  author,  publifhed  at 
Stockholm,  promifes  to  be  an  ufeful 
and  entertaining  work,  and  to  fup- 
ply  a  deficiency  long  complained  of 
in  Swedifh  literature.  If  executed 
with  ability,  it  will  entitle  the  author 
to  the  thanks  of  thofe  who  have  not 
leifure  or  opportunity  to  collect  in¬ 
formation  on  this  fubjefl,  from  the 
various  and  voluminous  works  in 
which  it  is  at  prefent  fcattered. — 
The  eflay  on  the  Stones  of  Swe¬ 
den,”  publifhed  at  Stockholm,  will 
aifo  be  an  ufeful  companion  to  the 
mineralogift.  -The  *‘  Memoirs  illuf- 
trative  of  the  Hiftory  of  Sweden,  by 
Eric  Mich.  Fant,  profefTor  of  Hif¬ 
tory,  Part  I.”  publiftied  at  Upfal, 
is  the  firft  volume  of  a  work  in¬ 
tended  to  prefent  thepublic  with  fuch 
original  papers,  on  the  fubjeH  in 
the  title  page,  as  have  hitherto 
been  familiar  only  to  the  curious  an¬ 
tiquary.  From  the  contents  of  the 
prefent  volume  we  can  venture  to 
pronounce,  that  it  will  be  an  inte- 
refting  colleftion.  The  principal 
pieces  are.  Records  relative  to  Mar¬ 
ten  Skinnare,  a  wealthy  citizen  in 
the  reign  of  Guftavus  I ;  the  Life  of 
the  countefs  Palatine  Maria  Euphro- 
fyna,  filler  of  Charles  X.  written 
by  herfelf;  fix  Letters  from  Charles 
XII.  to  his  filler  the  duchefs  Hedwig 
Sophia,  written  with  his  own  hand, 
in  the  years  1704-5  ;  two  Letters 
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from  Count  G.  Avdela  Gardie  to 
Charles  XL  in  1687-S  ;  and  fome 
Letters  relative  to  the  Hiftory  of 
Guftavus  I.  —  “  The  Hiftory  of 
Sweden  under  the  reign  of  King 
Guftavus  Adolphus  the  Great,  vols. 
I.  and  II”,  publiftied  at  Stockholm* 
by  J.  HalJenberg,  royal  hiftorio- 
grapher,  is  part  of  a  work  which 
will  be  peculiarly  acceptable  to  the 
public.  The  author  appeal’s  to  be 
well  verfed  in  hiftory,  to  poftefs  a 
liberal  and  phiiofophic  mind,  and 
to  have’  accefs  to  the  moll  authentic 
fources  or  information.  The  period 
which  he  has  ch often  to  illuftrate,  is 
one  of  the  moft  important  and  bril¬ 
liant  in  the  Swedifh  annals.  We 
may,  therefore,  expefl  much  in¬ 
formation  and  entertainment  from 
his  labours.  Thefe  volumes  are 
confined  to  the  youth  of  Guftavus, 
and  the  firft  fourteen  months  of  his 
reign,  ending  with  the  year  1613. 

• — “  The  Chronology  of  the  Kino-s  of 
Sweden,  by  Baron  Shering  Ro'len- 
hane,”  publiftied  at  Stockholm,  con¬ 
tains  a  variety  of  obfervations  and 
remarks,  which  will  be  acceptable 
to  the  hiftorian  and  genealogift.  In 
an  Appendix  the  author  endeavours 
to  flievv,  and  not  without  proba¬ 
bility,  that  the  celebrated  Catharine 
I.  emprefs  pf  Ruftja,  was  a  native 
of  Germunnared,  in  Weft  Goth¬ 
land.  —  At  Wexio,  bifhop  Olof 
Wallquift,  has  publiftied  the  firft  and 
fecond  parts  of  a  work  entitled 
<c  Ecclefiaftical  ColleHions;”  which 
will  be  found  of  confiderable  ufe  to 
thofe  who  wifh  ty  become  acquainted 
with  the  ecclefiaftical  hiftory  of  Swe¬ 
den. — In  our  laft  year  s  Regifter  we 
announced  the  publication  of  brief 
“  Medallic  Hiftories  of  Guftavus 
Adolphus,  &c”  by  the  late  fir  C„ 
Reinhold  Berch.  To  this  valuable 
work  a  well  executed  fupplement 
has  fince  been  publiftied  at  Stock¬ 
holm,  entitled  “  a  Brief  Medallic 
R  Hiftory 
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Hiforv  of  King  Adolphus  Frederic, 
and  his  Queen”,  by  Baron  Rofenhane, 
in  which  the  infcriptions  are  given 
in  the  original  language,  and  accom¬ 
panied  with  a  tranflatron.  — •  At 
Stockholm,  lik  wife,  the  fcience  of 
geography  and  navigation  has  been 
benefitted"  by  the  publication  of  a 
corre  ii  and  ufeful  u  Chart  of  Aland 
with  Part  of  the:  Shoals  on  the  Coafts 
of  Sweden  and  Finland,  and  the 
Pods  between  the  two  Countries/ ’ 
taken  from  geometrical  and  trigono¬ 
metrical  menfurations  and  afrono- 
3ii i cal  obfervations,.  under  the  infpec- 
t'ion  of  E.  Von  Wetterfeck.  To 
the  navigators  on  thofe  dangerous 
coafts,-  this  chart  will’  be  of  eminent 
ferviee,--- But  the  attention-  of  the 
Swediih  nation  has  not  been  con¬ 
fined  to  the  higher,  and  more  im¬ 
portant  branches  of  literature.. 
They  have  been  a&ive  in  blending 
amnfement  with  in  fruition.  And 
no  iii bj eft  of  amufement  have  they 
cultivated  with  greater  fuccefs,  than 
that  of  the  drama.  In  this  line  of 
writing  the  king  has  produced 
feverai  pieces,  though  his  name  has 
been  concealed,  which  have  been 
received  with  great  applaufe  *  and 
which  merited  fuch  a  recent  ion,  if 
the  accounts  which  we  have  met 
■with  are  true,  that  they  breathe 
the  pure  ft  morality,  and  inculcate, 
in  the  mof  forcible  manner,  the 
duties  of  the  man  and  the  citizen. 
The  fubjecls  of  them  are  principally 
taken  from  the  Swediih  hifory. 
M.  Adlerberth,  count  Gyllenborg, 
M.  Rofenheim,  and  M.  Leopold, 
ha^-e  alfo  written  dramatic  pieces, 
which  have  been  performed  with 
much  approbation. 

In  Danilh  literature,  the  firf 
work  which  engages  our  attention  is 
“  Philosophical  Ideas  on  the  Know¬ 
ledge  of  our  Nature,  and  the  Reafons 
we  have  to  be  fatisfed  with  it,  by 
Tyge  Rathe,  in  two  volsT  publifhed 


at  Copenhagen.  This  is  a  very 
valuable  and  interef  ing  performance, 
the  refult  of  much  reflection,  and 
philosophical  enquiry.  The  defign 
of  the  author  is,  to  excite  in  the 
minds  of  his  readers  juft  and  ade¬ 
quate  ideas  of  human  nature,  and 
of  the  deftination  of  man  ;  fuch  as 
are  honourable  to  God,  and  con¬ 
fident  with  fcripture,  reafon  and 
true  philofophy.  The  pof  tion  with- 
which  he  lets  out  is  the  following  : 
that  man  is  deftined  to  happinefsr 
and  that  he  is  carried  towards  it  by 
an  irrefiftible  and  unceafing  will. 
This  pofition  is  illuf  rated  and  con¬ 
firmed  in  a  number  of  efiays  on  the  na¬ 
ture  of  man,  our  relation  to  God,  our 
ardent  defire  ofexift ence,our  defina- 
tion  to  perfection,  the  fate  of  man 
compared  with  that  ofotheranimals, 
his  condition  in  an  uncultivated  date, 
See.  &c.  which  are  connected  with 
each  other,  and  form  a  chain  of  acute 
and  ingenious  reafon i no.  The  firf 
vok  of  this  work  has  been  tranfiated 
into  the  German  language.  —  At 
Copenhagen  has  alfo  been  publifhed 
a  treat ife  entitled  u  Nyfa,  or  an 
Hiforical  Philofophital  E  fifty  on 
Gen.  II.  III.  from  an  unpublished 
Danifh  Original.' ”  This  work  is. 
the  production  of  profefor  Gamborg, 
who,  difiatisfied  with  the  biblical  ac¬ 
count  of  the  Fall  of  Man,  and  the 
DoCtrine  of  Original  Sin  grafted  on 
it,  which  he  conceived  to  be  un¬ 
worthy  of  God,  and  no  part  of 
Cnriftian  doCtring,  was  at  a  lofs  how 
to  explain  the  fecond  and  third 
chapters  of  Gen  efts,  till  he  met  with 
the  pafiage  of  Wartmr ton’s  Divine- 
Legation,  where  the  account  of 
Ofiris  and  Nyfa  by  Diodorus  Siculus 
is  mentioned.  This  account,  and  the 
reafonings  in  fupport  of  Hezei’s  hv- 
pothefis  that  the  firf  eleven  chapters 
ofGenefswere  taken  from  Egyptian 
hieroglyphics,  together  with  the  f  yle 
of  the  fecond  and  third  chapters* 

convinced' 
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convinced  him  that  thefe  chapters  at 
leaft  had  fuch  an  origin,  and  that 
the  writer  was  miftaken  in  his  ex¬ 
planation  of  the  hieroglyphics.  The 
profeiTor’s  object  therefore  is,  to  trace 
out  the  hieroglyphic  which  the 
writer  had  before  him,  from  the 
explanation  which  he  has  given  of 
it.  This  hieroglyphic  he  imagines 
that  he  has  found  in  Norden’s 
Travels  ;  and  proceeds  to  give  his 
own  explanation  of  it,  by  a  reference 
to  the  hiftory  of  Ofiris,  Ills,  and 
Horus,  whole  three  figures  are 
erroneoufly  called  by  the  ancient 
interpreter,  Jehovah,  Adam,  and 
Eve.  By  the  aifciples  of  the  War- 
burtonian  fchool  this  eiTay  will  be 
deemed  of  lingular  importance  • — 
The  u  Memoirs  of  the  Royal  Ice¬ 
landic  Society  of  Sciences,  vol.  X,” 
publifhed  at  Copenhagen,  befide  a 
number  of  ufeful  efTays  on  fubjedfs 
of  political  ceconomy,  and  mifcel- 
laneous  differtations  by  different 
members,  contain  various  tranfla- 
tions  from  the  works  of  learned 
foreigners.  Among  others,  fome 
of  the  works  of  Bergmann,  Bufching, 
and  our  countryman  Mr.  Pope, 
are  given  in  Daniih  verfions. — At 
the  fame  place  has  been  publifhed 
ct  a  General  EBay  on  Natural 
Hiftory*  by  Efaias  Fjeifcher,  vols.  I. 
and  II.”  This  is  rather  a  compila¬ 
tion  than  an  original  work.  It  is, 
neverthelefs  executed  with  judgment, 
and  the  materials  have  been  labo- 
rioufly  (elected  from  writers  of  efta- 
bli died  reputation!  The  firft  volume 
contains  a  general  hiftory  of  the 
earth  ;  the  fecond,  of  the  air,  and 
the  phenomena  coimedted  with  it  • 
the  third,  of  water,  with  anefiay  on 
the  claflification  of  natural  produc¬ 
tions-. — “The Commercial  Magazine 
of  Finmark,  See.  by  Charles  Pontop- 
pidan,  Counfellor  of  State,  &c.” 
publifhed  at  Copenhagen,  is  a  well 
Written  and  inter  efting  production  *, 


and  the  objedf  of  it  of  confiderabl  ' 
national  importance  to  the  Danes. 
Finmark  is  a  country  rich  in  the 
various  materials  for  extenfive  com¬ 
merce  ;  although,  in  confequence  of 
the  e  'ablifhment  of  injudicious 
monopolies,  the  advantages  derived 
from  it  to  the  public  have  hitherto 
been  very  ifficonfiderable.  The 
wifdom  of  the  prefent  government 
has  thought  proper  to  abolifli  thefe 
evils,  by  an  edict  publifhed  on  the 
17th  of  July,  1789,  to  open  a  free 
trade  between  that  country  and  every 
part  of  the  Danifti  dominions  in 
Europe,  and  to  invite  new  fettlers, 
by  privileges  and  encouragements 
that  do  honour  to  the  good  policy 
and  liberality  of  the  perfons  wTho 
framed  them.  It  is  the  defivn  of  M. 
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Pontoppidan  m  this  work,  to  promote 
the  wifli  of  government,  and  to  hold 
out  to  ftrangers  the  great  advantages 
of  fettling  in  that  country,  in  its 
prefent  fituation.  As  M.  Pontoppi¬ 
dan  was  bred  a  merchant  in  the 
trade  to  Iceland,  and  was  for  fome 
time  at  the  head  of  the  affairs  that 
concern  that  Ifland  and  Finmark, 
he  muft  have  been  peculiarly  quali¬ 
fied  for  engaging-  in  a  work  like  that 
before  us.  -  The  «  Remarks  in  a 
Tour  through  Sicily,  in  the  Years 
1785-6,  by  Frederick  Munter,  in 
two  vols.”  publifhed  at  Copenhagen^ 
is  an  interefting  and  entertaining 
work,  which,  beiide  a  defeription  of 
the  country,  its  inhabitants,  and 
antiquities,  contains  a  number  of 
obfervations  on  the  political  Hate  of 
the  ifland,  valuable  literary  remarks, 
andcriticifes  on  precedingtravellers* 
which  merit  attention.  On  D’Orille* 
Riedefel,  and  Swinburne,  he  paffes 
deferved  encomiums  :  to  the  Letters 
of  count  Borch,  and  Bry done’s  Tour* 
he  is  by  no  means  favourable.— ~ In 
Denmark,  likewife,  geography,  as 
well  as  other  fciences,  is  in  a  ftate 
of  progre  ffi  ve  i  m  pro  vein  eat*  U  n  d  e  i* 
R  2  the 
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the  patronage  of  government,  and 
the  direction  of  the  Roval  Academy 
of  Sciences,  there  have  been  publi  filed 
at  Copenhagen,  maps  and  charts  of 
different  parts  of  the  Danifh  domi¬ 
nions,  taken  from  actual  Purveys,  and 
rectified  by  trigonometrical  and 
aftronomical  obfer rations  ;  which 
are  executed  upon  a  large  icale,  and 
with  uncommon  attention  and  ac¬ 
curacy.  It  would  redound  to  the 
honour  of  every  kingdom  in  Europe, 
were  they,  in  this  refpect,  to  follow 
the  example  which  Denmark  hath 
fet  them. 

In  turning  our  attention  to  the 
literature  of  the  United  Provinces, 
the  fir  ft  publications  which  call  for 
our  notice  are  of  a  theological  na¬ 
ture. — At  Amfterdam  M.  Johannes 
Van  Eyk,  minifter  at  Muiden,  has 
publi  died  a  fenfible  and  ingenious 
work,  entitled  “Leifure  Hours  em¬ 
ployed  in  ufeful  Reflections,  Parts  I. 
and  II.”  This  work  is  computed 
of  a  variety  of  diflertations  on 
curious  and  critical  fubjefls, 
chiefly  from  the  Old  Teffament, 
which  difplav  much  learning  and  ac¬ 
curacy  of  invefligation,  and  liberal 
fentiments,  and  tend  to  throw  conli- 
derable  light  on  fome  of  the  obfture 
phrafeology  of  the  famed  writings. 
Vie  may  fometimes  think  that  the 
author  is  too  much  attached  to  hypo- 
thefts,  or  warped  by  a  bias  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  commonly  received  opi¬ 
nions.  But  notwithftanding  this  re¬ 
mark,  there  is  much  more  to  be  com¬ 
mended,  than  objedkd  to,  in  his 
ufeful  refaftrons.  —  At  Amfterdam 
there  has  likewife  appeared  a  work 
entitled  “  Zeno,*  an  Effay  on  Infi¬ 
delity  and  Morals.”  The  object  of 
this  work  is  to  fliew,  that  infidelity, 
with  refpeft  to  a  future  ftate  of  re¬ 
tribution,  is  no  lefs  deftnuftive  of 
natural,  than  of  revealed  religion  ; 
that  it  is  fatal  to  the  interefts  of  vir¬ 
tue,  deftructive  of  moral  obligations, 
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and,  confequently,  highly  detrimen¬ 
tal  to  the  happinefs  of  individuals 
and  of  fociety.  The  fubject  which 
the  author  has  chofen  is,  undoubt¬ 
edly,  of  great  importance  ;  and  he 
has  treated  it  like  a  man  of  reading 
and  reflection.  We  cannot  fay, 
however,  that  his  manner  is  fifth-, 
ciently  popular  and  familiar  for  ge¬ 
neral  utility  — In  our  hiftory  of  Fo¬ 
reign  Literature  for  the  year  1787, 
we  announced  the  publication  of  a 
volume  of  u  Sermons  on  feveral 
Texts  of  Scripture,  by  the  late  Re¬ 
verend  Charles  Chaife,  Paftor  of  the 
French  Church  at  the  Hague.”  Of 
thofe  fermons  we  fpoke  in  warm 
terms  of  commendation,  as  excellent 
models  for  pulpit  compofition.  The 
reception  which  they  met  with  from 
the  public,  has  encouraged  the 
friends  of  the  author  to  publifh  a  fe¬ 
cund  -volume,  during  the  prefent 
year,  which  is  entitled  to  ftmilar 
praife,  and  will  prove  an  ac¬ 
ceptable  prefent  to  the  1  lovers  of 
rational  and  manly  piety.  —  At 
Amfterdam  has  been  pub!  idled 
“  an  Explanatory  Dictionary  of  the 
New  Teftaroent,  by  G.  HeiTelink, 
M.  A.  Profeffbr  of  Divinity  and  PJft- 
lofophy  in  the  Society  of  Baptifts,” 
in  that  city,  vol.  I.  This  work, 
which  is  an  improvement  on  one  of 
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the  fame  kind,  publfthed  fome  years 
ago,  in  German,  by  M.  Teller,  is 
executed  in  a  manner  that  entitles 
it  to  very  warm  approbation.  The 
words  are  arranged  according  to 
their  alphabetical  order  in  the  Dutch 
language  ;  the  original  Greek  of 
each  is  added,  its  general  fignifica- 
tion  explained,  the  feveral  fenfes  in. 
which  it  is  ufed  by  the  facred 
writers  carefully  diftinguifhed,  and 
the  paftages  mentioned  in  which 
it  occurs.  In  his  obfervations-  the 
author  endeavours  to  avoid  all  d-if- 
cuffion  which  has  a  reference  to 
controverted  points  of  theology ; 
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and  where  his  own  opinion  differs 
from  that  of  other  commentators, 
he  delivers  it  with  great  mo  deft y 
and  candour.  We  fhould  wifh  to 
fee  a  work  conducted  on  a  fimilar 
plan  in  the  Englifli  language.— At 
HaaerletrijTeyler’s  Theological  focie- 
ty  have  publiihed  their  Xth.  volume 
of  u  Prize  Differtations''  relative  to 
natural  .and  revealed  Religion. ” 
The  queflion  which  gave  rife  to  this 
publication  was,  “  are  there  fatisfac- 
tory  proofs  of  the  immateriality  of 
the  foul  of  man  ?  If  fuch  exift,  what 
conclufions  are  to  be  drawn  from 
them,  with  refpeCt  to  the  foul's 
duration,  fenfation,  and  employment 
in  the  Rate  of  feparation  from  the 
body?”  On  fuch  an  intricate  and 
obfcure  fubjeCt,  it  is  not  poffibie  for 
us,  in  our  abridged  account,  to  lay 
before  our  readers  a  general  view 
of  the  arguments  adduced  by  the 
feveral  fuccefsful  candidates ;  nor  do 
we  think  it  neceffary,  as  no  great 
addition  of  light  feems  to  be  thrown 
on  points  about  which  the  ableft 
metaphyficians  flill  continue  to  differ., 
We  ftiall,  therefore,  content  with 
ourfelves  with  mentioning  the  names 
of  the  different  authors  of  thefe 
differtations,  arid  the  fide  of  the 
queflion  which  they  have  embraced. 
The  firft  differtation,  to  which  the 
gold  medal  was  adjudged,  was 
written  by  the  Rev,  M.  Allard 
Hulflioff,  A.  L.  M  and  phil. 
doCtor,  minifter  of  the  Anabaptift 
church  in  Amfterdem.  This  gen¬ 
tleman,  who  is  evidently  a  difciple 
of  Dr,  Reid's  fchool,  endeavours  to 
prove  that  the  foul  is  not  material, 
and  that  it  cannot  be  afcribed  to  any 
power  or  energy  fituated  in  matter. 
The  feccnd  differtation  is  by  M.  J. 
RochuiT^n  fecretary  in  the  liberties 
of  Rttan,  See.  who  isalfoan  advocate 
for  the  immateriality  of  the  foul, 
$nd  received  the  firft  filver  medal. 
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The  third  differtation  is  trandated 
from  the  Englifli  of  an  anonymous 
author,  and  takes  up  the  fame  fide  of 
the  queflion.  The  f::urth  differta- 
tion  was  written  by  the  rev.  M. 
Hendrick  Van  Voorft,  minifter  of 
a  congregation  of  Anabaptifts  at 
Ooftzaandam,  who  obtained  the 
filver  medal  on  a  former  occafion. 
This  gentleman  adopts  the  contrary 
fide  of  the  queflion,  and  endeavours 
to  fhew  that  no  fatisfadlory  proofs 
can  be  a  Hedged  in  favour  of  the 
immateriality  of  the  foul.  Without 
attempting  to  decide  which  of  thefe 
combatants  is  in  the  right,  there  is 
one  obfervation  of  the  laft  mentioned 
gentleman  to  which  we  have  no 
difficulty  in  fubferibing  ;  that  if  the 
natural  immateriality  of  the  foul 
were  a  doCtrine  of  fuch  moment,  as 
his  opponents  contend,  it  would 
have  been  made  level  to  the  meaneft 
capacity,  inftead  of  eluding  the  en¬ 
quiries  of  the  greateft.  The  fecond 
part  of  the  queflion  propofed  by  the 
fociety,  relating  to  an  intermediate 
ftate,  has  drawn  from  the  different 
candidates  various  conjectures;  and 
we  can  only  expeCt  conjectures  on 
fuch  a  fnbjeCt,  from  the  limited 
powers  of  the  human  faculty. — At 
Utrecht,  Dr.  Brown,  profeffor  of 
eclefiaflical  hiftory  and  moral  philo- 
fophy,  and  minifter  of  the  Englifli 
church,  in  that  city,  has  publifhed 
two  diflertations,  which  are  equally 
honourable  to  his  character  as  a 
fcholar,  a  philofopher,  and  a  chrif- 
tian.  1  he  firft,  which  was  pro¬ 
nounced  when  he  entered  on  his 
profefiorihip,  treats  of  the  advantages 
which  refult  from  the  union  of  philo- 
fophy  with  religion.  The  fecond 
was  delivered  on  his  refigning  the 
reCtorfhip  of  the  univerfity,  Thefe 
are  both  excellent  difeourfes,  abound¬ 
ing  in  manly,  and  liberal  fentiments, 
judicious  and  linking  reflections,  and 
R  3  animated 
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animated  and  eloquent  expreffions. 
Thev  are  written  in  Latin,  which 
is  both  claffical  and  elegant. 

At  Utrecht,  M.  Ockherfe,  has 
piiblifhed  a  fecond  volume  of  his 
curious  and  philofophical.  work,  en¬ 
titled  “  an  Efiay  towards  the  gene¬ 
ra  Knowledge  of  Characters,”  of 
Wx.ich  the  hi  ft  volume  was  noticed 
by  us  in  our  Regjfter  for  the  year 
1  -'88.  This  fecond  volume  is,  if 
pohible,  more  interesting  than  the 
former,  and  treated  in  a  more 
ynafterly  manner.  The  author, 
however,  finding  his  materials  in- 
creafe  on  his  hands,  is  obliged  to 
confine  himfelf  in  it  to  the  pre-re- 
quifites  'for  the  analyfis  of  national 
character.  The  inquiries  which  he 
investigates  at  prefent  are  the  fol¬ 
lowing  :  what  are  we  to  underhand 
by  national  character  ?  what  are  its 
constituent  principles  ?  how,  and  by 
what  means,  can. we  render  ourfelves 
qualified  to  know  and'  appreciate  a 
national  character?  What  yet  re¬ 
mains  of  this  fubjeit,  before  we  can 
form  an  accurate  judgment  cf  the 
author's  fyftem,  is  copious  and  im¬ 
portant.  His  obfervations,  however, 
and  his  method,  are  fo  fenfible  and 
judicious,  that  much  as  we  wifh  to 
fee  his  work  completed,  we  fhould 
be  lorry  to  fee  him  treat  what  is  yet 
behind  with  an  improper  brevity. — 
At  Leyden  have  been  publifhed  four 
difiertations  in  anfwer  to  the  quell  ion 
propoled  by  the  directors  of  the 
fctolpian  fund  :  are  there  moral  ac¬ 
tions,  our  natural  obligation  to  which 
cannot  be  proved  without  admitting 
the  immortality  of  the  foul  ?  The 
candidate  to  whom  the  prize  was 
adjudged  was  M.  Lewis  Henry  Jacob, 
profefi'or  of  philofophy  in  the  uni- 
verfity  of  Haile  ;  but  we  have  not 
obferved  ary  pre-eminent  merit  in 
his  difiertatjon,  which  entitled  him 
to  that  diftinCfion.  The  fecond 
difieitation  is  by  the  rev,  Daniel 
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Frederic  Hauff,  of  Lndwigfburg,  in 
Swabia,  which  is  an  elegant  and 
philofophical  compofition,  written 
in  the  form  of  a  Latin  dialogue,  in 
imitation  of  the  flyle  and  manner  of 
Cicero.  The  third  differ  tati  on, 
which  has  great  merit,  is  in  Dutch, 
by  M.  Alexander  Benjamin  Far  don. 
The  fourth,  which  is  in  Latin,  is  by 
the  Rev.  Lewis  George  Bekenn,  of 
Varel,  in  the  duchy  of  Oldenburg. 
The  three  firft  difiertations  anfwer 
the  queftion  in  the  negative  :  the 
Jail  is  lefs  direCt  and  fatisfadorv. — 
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The  a  Oration  on  the  Affertion  of 
Cicero,  that  Law  is  founded  not 
in  mere  Opinion,  but  in  Nature,  by 
Henry  Conftantine  Crafs,  J.  U.  D. 
Profefi'or  of  Civil  Law  ;  delivered 
in  the  Academical  School  of  Amfter- 
dam,  &c.”  is  an  elegant  and  judicious 
difcourfe,  which  difcovers  the  learned 
profefi'or  to  be  poflefled  of  a  liberal 
and  philofophical  fpirit,  as  well  as  of 
claffical  erudition  and  tafte.  With¬ 
out  depreciating  the  civil  law  he 
proves,  by  unanfwerable  arguments, 
that  all  its  excellence  muff  depend 
on  its  being  being  built  on  natural 
law. 

At  Amfierdam,  M.  Henry  Van 
Swinden,  profefi'or  of  philofophy, 
mathematics,  and  aflronomy,  in  the 
academical  fchool  in  that  city,  has 
publifhed  “Elements  of  Geometry 
a  work,  which  from  its  plan  and 
contents  feems  admirably  calculated 
to  promote  an  extenfive  knowledge 
of  that  fcience.  The  author’s 
method  of  demonflration  is  ftriCtly 
fynthetical,  and  remarkably  fimple 
and  elegant.  His  theorems  are  ar¬ 
ranged  in  a  clear  and  diftinCt  order, 
and  form  a  w  ell  connected  feries  of 
mathematical  truths,  more  numerous 
than  are  generally  found  in  works 
of  this  kind.  After  each  propofi- 
tion  there  are  references  to  the 
elements  of  Euclid,  and  to  the 
different  introductions  to  geometry 
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from  which  the  author  has  borrowed 
any  improvements  .*  and  to  the 
'whole  are  added  explanatory  and 
criti  a!  observations,  and  a  feledtion 
of  what  is  moft  valuable  in  the 
various  commentators  of  Euclid. — 
The  XXVIth.  volume  of  44  Memoirs 
publi  filed  by  the  Philofophical 
Society  at  Haarlem,”  is  principally 
taken  up  by  a  prize  differtation 
44  Concerning  the  Velocity  of  Run¬ 
ning  Water,  and  the  means  of  Afcer- 
takiing  it  at  any  given  Depth,  by  M. 
Chriflian  B tunings,  InfpeCtor  Gene¬ 
ral  of  the  Rivers  of  Holland  and 
Weft  Vriefland.”  This  is  a  judi¬ 
cious,  and  well  written  article,  and 
contains  many  obfcrvations  that 
will  be  of  confiderable  tife,  in  a 
country  which  owes  its  exiftence  and 
prefervation  to  the  unremitted  exer¬ 
tions  of  art.  The  next  article  in 
this  volume  is  a  memoir  on  the 
flowers  of  the  nutmeg  tree,  by  Dr. 
Houtluyn,  a  phyfician  in  Amfter- 
dam.  The  third  article  is  a  prize 
-differtation,  written  by  S.  J.  Van 
Geuns,  containing  an  account  of 
thofe  vegetable  productions  of  the 
united  provinces,  the  culture  of 
which  is  worthy  of  peculiarattention, 
from  their  utility  as  articles  of  rural 
.occonomy,  or  for  the  fake  of  their 
medicinal  properties ;  or  on  account 
•  of  their  affording  materials  for  arts 
and  manufactures.  The  laft  memoir 
is  an  account  of  a  new  hyetometer, 
by  M.  Chriftan  Rrunings.  —  The 
XXVIIth.  volume  of  the  fame  work, 
Pt.  I.  is  chiefly  devoted  to  metaphyft- 
cal  difqutfition.  It  coriftfts  of  two 
diflertations,  to  each  of  which  the 
gold  medal  was  adjudged,  which 
enter  into  a  critical  examination  of 
an  argument  for  the  exiftence  oi  the 
Deity,  advanced  fome  years  ago  by 
M.  Mofes  Mendellfoon,  a  learned 
Jew  of  Berlin.  The  authors  oi  theie 
diflertations  are,  Gerrit  Van  ter 
Voort,  Efq.  advocate  in  the  fupreme 


court  of  Holland,  and  the  rev.  A. 
Hulftioff,  min ifter  of  the  baptifts  in 
Amfterdam.  The  other  article  re¬ 
lates  a  particular  cafe  and  operation 
in  forgery,  in  which  it  was  neceflary 
to  amputate  the  arm  at  the  fhoulder 
joint.— The  IXth  volume  of  the 
44  Tranfadtions  of  the  Batavian  So¬ 
ciety  at  Rotterdam,”  contains  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  late  M.  Stephen. 
Hoogendyk,  the  founder  and  gener¬ 
ous  benefaftor  of  the  fociety,  and 
three  prize  diflertations.  The  firft 
of  thefe  is  by  Dr.  L.  Bikker,  in  an- 
fwer  to  the  following  queftion  :  does 
the  draining  of  a  morafs  expofe  the 
inhabitants  to  any  peculiar  epidemi¬ 
cal  difealts :  or  does  it  onlv  aggravate 
■the  common  autumnal  fever  ?  If  the 
latter  be  true,  what  are  the  caufes  of 
this  aggravation  ?  and  what  are  the 
beft  means  of  preventing  thefe 
difeafes,  and  ofpreferving  individuals 
from  them  ?  The  fecond  diflerta- 
tion  bv  M.  Cornells  Zillifler,  is  con- 
cerning  the  beft  methods  of  limiting 
inundations  with  refpeCt  to  great 
rivers,  fo  as  to  prevent  their  being 
prejudicial,  and,  if  poflible,  to  ren¬ 
der  them  advantageous  to  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  grounds.  The  laft  prize 
differtation  is  by  Dr.  Gadfo  Coop- 
mans,  profeflor  of  medicine  at 
Franeker,  on  the  queftion,  what 
are  the  caufes  of  the  apparent  foul- 
nefs  on  the  tongue  ?  what  are  its 
varieties  ?  how  far  may  we  rely  on 
it  as  a  prognoftic  ?  and  what  indica¬ 
tions  does  it  fuggeft  with  refpeCt  to 
the  treatment  of  difeafes  ?  Thefe 
diflertations  are  followed  by  me¬ 
moirs  on  fobjeCts  in  chemiftry, 
medicine,  and  natural  hiftory. — The 
44  Defer  iption  of  an  ElcCtrical  Ma¬ 
chine,  &c.  by  J.  R.  Deirrtan,  M.  D. 
and  A.  Pacts  Van  Trooftwick,”  pub- 
h flied  at  Amfterdam,  is  chiefly 
valuable  for  the  account  which  it 
gives  of  numerous  important  ex¬ 
periments  made  by  thofe  gentie- 
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men,  for  the  particulars  of  which 
we  muff  refer  to  their  Treatife. — 
At  Haarlem,  there  has  been  pub¬ 
lished  a  u  Prize  Diflertation  con¬ 
cerning  the  Age  of  our  Globe,  and 
the  general  Revolutions  which  its 
Surface  has  undergone ;  in  anfwer  to 
a  Queftion  propofed  by  Teyler’s 
Philofophical  Society,  by  Francois 
Xaviur  Bertin,  Counfelior  to  the 
Government  of  the  Netherlands, 
and  Member  of  feveral  Philofophi¬ 
cal  and  Medical  Societies.”  This 
author  does  not  appear  to  have 
pofiefled  the  knowledge  neceffary  to 
have  qualified  him  for  fuch  a  dif- 
culfion.  His  observations  are  crude, 
hypothetical,  and  whimfical.  What 
appears  rational  in  his  theory,  is 
borrowed  from  M.  de  Luc:  when 
he  differs  from  him,  he  is  involved 
In  inextricable  ccnfufion.  We  are 
fill-prized  that  the  Sanction  and  appro¬ 
bation  of  a  refpeCtable  philofophical 
fecrety  Should  have  been  given  to  fuch 
a  production.  Befide  the  above  dif- 
fertation  this  volume  contains  a  de¬ 
fer  iption,  by  Dr.  Van  Mar  urn,  of 
tj.fe  jaws  of  a  very  large  animal, 
dug  out  of  the  ground  at  St.  Peter’s 
Hill,  near  Maeftricht. 

At  Leyden  have  been  published 

Letters  concerning  Italy,  princi¬ 
pally  relative  to  Medicine,  and  na¬ 
tural  Hiftorv,  &x.  by  W.  X.  fanfen 
Phil,  and  M.  D.”  This  collection 
of  letters  is  not  confined  to  the  ob¬ 
jects  mentioned  in  the  title,  but  is 
employed,  likewife,  in  giving  de- 
feriptions  of  beautiful  rural  Irenes, 
and  the  manners  and  cu horns  of  the 
inhabitants  of  different  places  in  his 
route.  They  alfo  contain  much  en¬ 
tertaining  and  ufeful  information 
concerning  many  fubje&s,  which 
have  been  but  Superficially  noticed, 
by  the  numerous  travellers  who  have 
hurried  through  Italy.- — A  t  Dordt 
lias  been  publiflied  A  Voyage 
to  Guinea,  and  to  the  Caribbee 


I  {lands,  by  P.  E.  Ifert  M.  D.  phy- 
fician  general  to  the  Danifh  Settle¬ 
ments  in  Africa;  trandated  from 
the  German.” — This  work  contains 
much  inftruCtive  and  entertaining 
information,  concerning  the  diffe- 
ent  Irenes  which  the  author  vifited, 
efpecially  on  the  coaff  of  Africa. 
IV! any  particulars  which  he  relates 
refpeefting  the  inhabitants,  and  the 
connections  with  the  Europeans,  are 
uncommonly  interelting,  and  prove' 
the  author  to  be  not  only  a  man  of  ac  - 
curate  and  philofophical  obfervation, 
but  of  an  Humane  and  benevolent 
heart. — At  Leyden,  profeflor  Ad¬ 
rian  Kluit  has  publiflied  A  Chro¬ 
nological  Index  of  Treaties  of  Peace, 
Defence,  Navigation,  Commerce, 
Afiiftance,  Boundaries,  Sc c  entered 
into  by  the  Republic  of  the  United 
Netherlands,  with  Nations  in  and 
out  of  Europe  ;  alfo  of  the  Capitu¬ 
lations,  Covenants,  commercial  Pri¬ 
vileges,  Laws,  and  EdiCls  of  its 
Princes  &c.”  which  appears  to  be 
executed  with  great  care  and  accu¬ 
racy,  and  reaches  to  the  vear  78 g. 
This  work  the  proftffor  calls  only  the 
prodromus  to  the  “  Firft:  Lines  of 
the  Hiftorv  of  the  Treaties  of  the 
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united  Netherlands,”  of  which  he 
has  piiblifhed  the  firft  part  only. 
The  utility  of  fuch  a  work  is  Suffi¬ 
ciently  obvious  :  and  from  the  great 
learning  and  induftry  of  profeflor 
Kluit,  very  high  expectations  may 
be  entertained  of  the  manner  in 
which  it  will  be  executed 
In  German  literature,  the  firft  work 
which  prefents  itfell  to  our  notice  is 
u  A  Commentary  on  that  ancient 
Document  which  is  extant  in  the 
Second  Chapter  of  Genefis,  by  I.  H. 
Heinricht,”  publiflied  at  Gottingen. 
IV  Heinricht  is  of  opinion,  that 
this  chapter,  on  account  of  its  dif¬ 
fering  considerably  in  Style  from  the 
firft,  was  written  at  a  much  lattep 
period ;  poffibly  about  the  time  of 
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Mofes.  Inftead  of  considering  it  to 
be  the  production  of  Mofes,  &c. 
he  is  rather  led  to  conclude, 
that  it  was  written  in  learned  and 
cultivated  Egypt  ,*  and  that  it  is  not 
improbable  but  that  it  formed  part 
of  a  philofophical  poem  on  the 
creation.  Whatever  be  our  idea 
with  refpeCt  to  this  author’s  hypo¬ 
thecs,  it  mud  be  acknowledged  that 
he  fupports  it  with  confiderable  in¬ 
genuity  and  acutenefs. — At  Halle  has 
been  pubi'tfhed  “  job,  the  Proverbs 
of  Solomon,  Reeled  ades,  and  Solo¬ 
mon’s  Song,  tranflated  into  Latin, 
from  a  Revidon  of  the  Hebrew 
Text,  and  the  ancient  V erfions, 
and  elucidated  by  philological  and 
critical  Notes,  by  J.Aug.  Dathio.” 
On  this  work  the  author  has  bellow¬ 
ed  much  attention  and  care  ;  and  he 
has  had'  the  reward  of  feeing  it 
favourably  received  by  the  public. 
LI  is  feleCtions  from  the  Commenta¬ 
ries  of  preceding  and  contempora¬ 
ry  writers,  have  been  made  with 
judgment  and  fbill ;  and  his  own 
notes  and  remarks  fhew  that  he  is  no 
into  adder  able  proficient  in  Biblical 
criticifm, — At  Nuremberg,  pro- 
feflor  G.  L.  Bauer  has  pubiiflied  a 
Continuation  of  44  J.  C.  Fr. 
Schulz’s  Scholia  on  the  Old  Tefta- 
ment ;”  which,  befidethe  expofitions 
and  remarks  of  the  mod;  celebrated 
and  learned  commentators,  is  illuf- 
trated  by  a  number  of  the  editor’s 
own  illudrations  and  criticifms,  that 
do  credit  to  his  extend ve  reading, 
and  diligent  enquiry.- — At  Gotha 
have  been  pubiiflied  44  Philologico- 
Critical  Diflertations,  by  Chridian 
Frederic  Schnurrer,  profeflor  at 
Tubingen.”  Thefe  diflertations  are 
employed  in  illudratiug  particular 
paflhges  of  fcriptnre;  and  are  fpoken 
of  by  the  foreign  journalifts,  as 
goflefling  very  confiderable  merit. 
— At  Jena,  a  learned  and  valuable 
work  has  begun  to  make  its  appear¬ 
ance  under  the  title  of  a  V  New  Rp- 
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podtory  for  Biblical  and  Oriental 
Literature,-  publifhed  byH.  Eberh, 
Gotti.  Paulus,  profeflor  of  Philofo- 
phy  and  Oriental  Languages.”  T  his 
is  intended  as  a  continuation  of 
Eickhorn’s  RA^rtorium ;  and  pro- 
mifes  not  to^°^Vferior  to  that  cele¬ 
brated  work’.  yC- 'he  principal  con¬ 
tributors  to  this  volume  are,  M* 
Bruns,  M.  Schnurrer,  Conrad, 
Gottlieb,  Anton,  and  the  editor. 
—  At  Gieflen,  profeflor  William 
Frederic  Hezel  has  begun  a  learned 
and  curious  periodical  work  under 
the  title  of  44  Orion  ;  or,  a  Biblical 
and  Religious  journal which, 
from  the  fpecimens  which  we  have 
feen,  is  likely  to  contribute  to  the 
extendon  of  rational  criticifm,  and 
liberal  enquiry. —At  Leipflc,  IvL 
Gottlieb  Leberecht  Sphon  has  re- 
publifhed  44  Dr.  Woide’s  Preface  to 
his  fac  dmile  Copy  of  the  Alexan¬ 
drian  MS.  with  all  his  various 
Readings;”  to  which  he  has  added 
notes,  and  an  appendix,  explaining 
with  freedom,  yet  with  modefty, 
his  reafons  for  differing  occadonaliy 
from  the  learned  editor,  and  urging 
objections  againft  the  antiquity  of 
that  MS.  This  publication  will 
be  acceptable  to  thofe  who  may  not 
admit  the  force  of  the  author's  objec¬ 
tions,  as. the  doHor’s  work  is  becom¬ 
ing  fcarce  and  expendve. — At  Got¬ 
tingen,  M.  Michaelis  has  publifhed 
a  German  Tranflation  of  44  The 
New  Teflameut,  in  two  vols.”  In 
the  preface  to  this  work,  M.  Mi- 
chaelis  notices  the  excellencies  and 
defeCts  of  the  Lutheran  verdon, 
which  he  has  compared  with  that  of 
F-ifcher,  pubiiflied  at  Prague;  and 
acknowledges  that  where  he  has 
found  any  happier  mode  of  expredion 
in  either  of  them,  than  was  fug- 
geftcxl  to  himfelf,  he  has  without 
lcruple  adopted  it.  Elis  objeCt  has 
been,  to  give  as  clofe  and  literal  a 
verdon  as  pofiible,  confidently  with 
the  idiom  of  the  German  languare. 

And 
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And  notwith Ranging  that  from  an 
ind  ifpofit  ion  which  he  felt  to  give  his 
own  fenfe  to  various  diiputahle 
p  adages,  t^anv  obfc.urities  may  re¬ 
main  in  hie  trail  flat!  on,  yet,  on  the 
whole,  it  is  much  preferable  to  the 
former  ones.  In  f._  ‘  al  inilances 

.  .  rOxic  ,  . 

he  has  caught  the  lente  or  ;he  origi¬ 
nal  with  peculiar  felicity;  and  per¬ 
formed  an  acceptable  fervice  to  the 
caufe  of  biblical  literature.— At  the 
fame  place  the  abovementioned 
author  has  publifhed  -‘t  Remarks 
for  the  unlearned  on  his  Translation 
of  the  New  Teflarnent,  vol.  I.” 
Thefe  remarks  are  exceedingly  valu¬ 
able,  from  the  exfcenfive  critical  and 
hifforical  knowledge  which  the 
author  poffeffes,  the  fertility  of  his 
imagination,  and  his  free  and  libe¬ 
ral  turn  of  thinking,  by  means  of 
which  he  has  thrown  confiderable 
light  on  the  facred  writings,  and 
rendered  his  work  interefting  and 
pleafing,  as  well  as  inftruCtive  and 
practical.  We  do  not  admit  all  his 
interpretations;  for  fometimes  they 
are  built  on  theological  notions,  and 
on  hypothefes,  which,  we  think, 
have  no  foundation  in  Scripture.—- 
At  Auglburgh  I>as  appeared  u  A 
Defence  of  Natural  and  Revealed 
Religion,  Chridianity,  and  Catho- 
licifm,  adapted  to  the  prefent  time, 
by  B.  Mavr,  Benedictine,  in  three 
vols.  ’  ’  The  full  and  fecond  volumes 
of  this  work  contain  nothing  new  ; 
but  may  be  recommended  as  exhibit¬ 
ing  a  good  feieCfion  of  the  beft  argu¬ 
ments  in  defence  of  natural  and  re¬ 
vealed  geiigion.  The  third  volume 
contains  an  attempt  to  defend  the 
catholic  church,  by  fhewing  the 
necefiity  of  a  living  infallible  judge 
in  matters  of  faith,  the  exist¬ 
ence  of  fuch  a  judge,  and  the  in¬ 
fallibility  of  that  judge  proved  from 
reafpn,  and  revelation.  We  appre¬ 
hend  that  in  the  prefent  age  of 
bold  and  independent  enquiry,  the 
good  father’s  arguments  will  not 


make  many  profelytes  to  his  faith. 
In  an  Appendix,  he  endeavours 
to  point  out  fhepoffibil  ty  of  a  union 
between  the  catholic  church,  and  the 
evangelical  Lutheran.  1 .  is  motives 
for  publifhing  this  work  appear  to 
have  been  commendable  and  pious ; 
and  his  method  of  explaining  the 
diflinguifhing  doctrines  of  his  church, 
more  liberal  thaiY  we  fliould  have 
expended  from  a  cloiffer.  We  can¬ 
not,  however,  difeern  any  thing  in 
the  figns  of  the  times,  that  will 
warrant  the  author  in  hoping  for 
much  fuccefs  from  this  part  of  his 
labours. — At  Hamburgh  hath  been 
publifhed  a  treatife  entitled  “  On 
the  Wife  Men  and  their  Star, 
written  in  defence  of  Matthew,  as  a 
Criticifm  on  his  Commentators,  and 
to  tranqii illife  the  Minds  of  thinking 
Readers  of  the  Scriptures,  by  J.  Otto 
Thiefs.”  Though  we  have  not  re¬ 
ceived  much  fatisfa&ion  from  this 
compilation ;  for  a  compilation  it 
principally  is,  of  the  conjectures  and 
hypothefes  of  different  commentators 
on  this  part  of  Matthew  ;  yet  from 
the  marks  of  ability  which  the  author 
difeovers,  when  he  exercifes  his 
own  judgment,  we  are  led  to 
form  favourable  expectations  o‘  his 
future  labours,  which,  he  in¬ 
forms  us,  he  intends  to  devote  to  a 
great  work  on  the  whole  of  the  New 
Teftament. — At  Lei  pile,  M.  Chrif- 
tian  Gotthilf  Salzmann  has  publifhed 
a  treatife  a  On  the  Redemption  of 
Man  from  Mifery  by  Jefus  Chrift, 
in  two  books.'’  This  work  is  in¬ 
tended  as  a  companion  to  the  Carlf- 
berg  of  our  author,  in  which  he  had 
been  accufed  of  having  written  too 
much  of  human  mifery ;  and  is 
meant  to  fliew,  how  chriftianity,  if 
rightly  underftood,  and  properly 
cultivated,  will  give  man  internal 
worth,  ilrengthen  his  faculties,  ren¬ 
der  him  lefs  dependent  on  external 
circumliances,  enable  him  better  to 
bear  misfortune*  and  either  wholly 
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remove,,  or  greatly  relieve  the  mile- 
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ries  of  life.  Its  object  is  commend¬ 
able  ;  and  while  the  author  leaves 
us  no  room  or  fu  JieCting  his  ortho¬ 
doxy,  he  iacu 'cates  arch  fentiments 
and  views  of  things,  as  are  practi¬ 
cal  and  ■  t  I  y  Dr. 

Jofeph  J ■  V  :  a  c&tkolic  divine, 
has  publifhed  the  filth  and  lad 
volume  of  °  A  iliort  Introduction 
to  Chriftian  lorali  t , ,  or  Vi  oral 
Theology,”  which  is  r  rational,  uie- 
ful,  and  libera'  work.— -At  Jena, 
Dr.  J.  W.  Sr  rmidr  has  publifhed  a 
trcatife  on  44  1  he  Spirit  of  the  Moral 
DoCtrines  of  I  edits  and  his  pofties;” 
which  is  principaily  intended  to  fhew 
the  agreement  of  Kant's  moral 
fyftern  with  the  Chriftian.  JLnde- 
pendentlv  of  iome  peculiarities  in 
this  work,  to  which  we  may  object, 
it  conveys  many  juft  remarks  on 
faith,  virtue,  the  connexion  of  virtue 
with  happen  ds  and  faith,  the  king¬ 
dom  of  God  and  Chrift,  and  the 
chriftian  motives  to  righteoufnefs, 
which  defer ve  to  be  recommended 
to  public  notice. — At;  the  fame  place 
M.  Gaab  lias  publifhed  u  Hiftorical 
Effavs  on  the  oCtrines  of  the  an- 

at  » 

cient  Greek  Chinch,  to  the  time  of 
Clemens  Alexandrinus,”  which  are 
evidently  the  productions  of  a  fcholar, 
who  is  well  acquainted  with  the  fub- 
jeCt  on  which  he  writes. — At  Win¬ 
terthur,  a  treatife  has  been  pub- 
lifhcd  ca  led  44  Two  Teachers  of  the 
People,  a  Dialogue,  copied  by  Jona¬ 
than  Afahel.”  This  work  is  drawn 
up  in  the  form  of  a  dialogue  between 
a  teacher  of  the  eleCt,  the  children 
of  God,  and  a  teacher  of  the 
eighteenth  century.  Among  many 
cool  and  fenfible  remarks  that  oc¬ 
curs  in  it,  we  meet  with  many  things 
which  we  cannot  diftinguifh  from 
the  ebullitions  of  enthuiiafm  and  ex¬ 
travagance.  From  internal  evi¬ 
dence  it  appears  to  be  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  the  celebrated  Lavater. —  At 
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Leipfic  have  been  publifhed  the  ftxth 
and  feventh  volumes  of 44  Zollikofer’s 
Pofthumous  Sermons,”  which  com¬ 
plete  the  collection  of  that  excellent 
preacher’s  practical  and  ufeful  dif- 
courfes. — -M.  Rofenm idler,  whole 
talents  have  obtained  him  a  diftin- 
guifhed  clafs  among  pulpit  orators, 
has  publiftied,  at  the  fame  place  the 
fourth  volume  of  his  44  Sermons  on 
the  Gofpel,  appointed  for  all  the 
Sundays  and  Holydays  in  the  Year.-— 
and  at  Zullichau,  and  Neuftadt, 
there  hath  appeared  44  A  complete 
Collection  of  Difcourfes  on  all  the 
Epiftles,  for  Sundays  and  Holidays 
throughout  the  year,  for  Chriftians, 
by  the  late  M.  J.  Gottlieb  Heim,’* 
whole  ftyle  of  preaching  was  ad¬ 
mirably  adapted  to  the  lower  clafles 
of  peo  le,  and  who,  though  dead, 
fpeaks  powerfully  to  the  heart  in  this 
pofthumous  work. 

Among  the  publications  in  fpecu- 
lative  and  moral  philofophy  which, 
have  appeared  in  Germany  during 
the  year  1790,  we  find  a  work 
publiftied  at  Gottingen,  under  the 
title  of  the  44  Philofophical  Bib¬ 
liotheca,  by  J.  G.  H.  Feder,  and 
Ch.  Meiner,”  volumes  I.  and  II. 
This  work,  in  the  hands  of  fuch 
able  conductors,  promifes  to  be  in- 
reft  imp  and  valuable.  It  is  intended 
to  confift  of  philofophical  efTays;  ex¬ 
tracts  from  foreign  works  of  note, 
with  remarks ;  the  fame  from  Ger¬ 
man  works ;  fhort  accounts  of  books, 
and  relations  of  literary,  or  other 
events  connected  with  philofophy. 
At  Berlin,  M.  J.  Fred  Zollner  has 
publifhed  a  treatife  44  on  Specula¬ 
tive  Philofophy;  now  firft  printed 
feparately  from  the  Weekly  Dii- 
courfes  on  the  Earth  and  its  Inha¬ 
bitants,”  for  beginners  in  philbio- 
phy,  and  lovers  of  that  fcience ; 
which  is  a  judicious  and  ufeful  work, 
and  well  adapted  to  thole  for  whom 
it  is  intended.  At  Halle,  IM.  Chrift. 

Gottf. 

\ 


[268]  FOREIGN 

Gottf.  Bardili  has  difpayled  much 
learning,  hiftorical  knowledge,  and 
penetration,  in  a  fpeculative  work 
entitled  44  Dates  of  the  principal 
Philofophical  Ideas,  with  the  necef- 
fsry  Documents ;  Parti,  -containing 
the  /Eras  of  the  Ideas  of  Spirit,  God, 
and  the  Human  Soul ;  with  the  Syf- 
tems  and  Authenticity  of  the  two  Py¬ 
thagoreans,  Ocellus,  and  Timeus.” 
—At  Leipfic  M.  Kinderwater  has 
publifhed  a  fenfibleand  philofophical 
defence  of  the  fupreme  wifdom  of 
the  deity,  and  the  equity  and  good- 
isefs  of  Providence  in  permitting  the 
exigence  of  evil,  in  a  treatife  entitled 
44  Sceptical  Dialogues  on  the  Advan¬ 
tages  of  the  Sufferings  and  Adverti¬ 
ses  of  this  Life.” — At  the  fame  place 
have  been  publifhed  44  Thoughts  on 
the  Philofophy  of  Natural  Religion, 
l>y  Ch.  W.  Heydenreick.”  This  is 
the  firff  volume  of  a  plan  which  is  de¬ 
signed  to  comprehend  a  full  and 
complete  fyftem  of  natural  religion  ; 
and  from  the  manner  in  which  it  is 
excuted,  the  defire  of  the  public  has 
been  ftrongly  excited  to  iee  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  authors  labours.  This 
volume  is  chiefly  employed  on  the 
principles  of  truth  in  general,  parti¬ 
cularly  of  fuhjecfive  truth,  and  more 
especially  on  moral  credibility. — At 
Zuifichau,  profeflbr  Jacob  has  pub¬ 
lished,  with  feme  alterations,  a  Ger¬ 
man  tranflation  eft  his  44  Difterta- 
i ion  on  the  Immortality  of  the  Soul, 
as  deduced  from  the  Notion  of  Du¬ 
ty,”  which,  as  we  have  feen  in  our 
view  of  the  literature  of  the  United 
Provinces,  obtained  the  prize  from 
the  directors  of  the  Stolpian  fund. 
And  at  Stutgavd,  M.  D.  F.  HaufF 
has  republifhed  his  Latin  Diflerta- 
tion  on  the  fame  lubjedt,  which  was 
delivered  into  the  fame  fociety. — At 
Brunfwie,  M.  J.  Fred.  Hafeler  has 
publifhed  44  An  EiTay  on  the  Im¬ 
mortality  of  the  Soul,”  which  is 
written  with  that  earneftnefs  and 
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animation  that  render  it  a  very 
popular  performance,  and  at  the 
fame  time  with  that  judgment  and 
good  fenfe  that  muff  recommend  it 
to  the  philofophical  reader. — At  Jena, 
M.  C.  Chriftian  Erhard  Schmidt  has 
publifhed  a  44  Sketch  of  a  Syftem  of 
Moral  Philofophy,”  which  contains 
an  able  illuftration  of  Kant’s  princi¬ 
ples  of  morality,  and  fhews,  with 
great  ingenuity,  and  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  his  whole  fyftem,  how 
applicable  they  are  to  the  nature, 
conditions,  and  relations  of  man. 

On  the  fubjeris  of  political  ceco- 
nomv,  government,  and  lav/,  we 
have  met  with  a  few  publications 
which  we  fhall  juft  announce  to  our 
readers. — At  Gottingen,  Mr.  GrelL 
man  has  publifhed  a  work  entitled 
44  the  Political  Oeconomy  of  Ger¬ 
many,  Ft.  I.”  intended  to  promote 
a  general  knowledge  of  the  prefent 
ftate  of  Germany  :  which  bids  fair 

J  7  g  _ 

to  eftablilh  the  fame  and  reputation  or 
the  author.  It  is  his  d'efign,  in  feme 
future  volumes,  to  treat  more  dif- 
tindlly  of  the  conftitutions  of  the 
principal  ftates. — At  Berlin  there 
hath  appeared  a  German  tranfla¬ 
tion  of  a  work,  publifhed  originally 
in  French,  entitled  44  a  Defence  of 
theSyftem  of  political  Oeconomy  and 
Finance  of  Frederic  II. king  of  Pruflia, 
in  Refutation  of  all  that  has  been 
advanced  on  that  Subjecft  by  Count 
be  Mirabeau,  and  by  de  la  Haye 
de  Launay,  Privy  Councellor  of 
Finance,  and  Adminiftrator  General 
of  the. Revenue  to  his  faid  Majefty.” 
This  work,  to  a  warm  admiration  of 
Frederic  II.  unites  a  cool  and  dif- 
pafllonate  ftatement  of  faris  j  which, 
as  it  proceeds  from  the  pen  of  one 
who  for  more  than  twenty  years  was 
intimately  acquainted  with  the  finan¬ 
cial  fyftem  of  that  monarch,  cannot 
fail  of  being  interefting  to  the  read¬ 
er. — In  addition  to  thefe  treatifes, 
the  fociety  inftituted  at  Hamburg  for 
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promoting  arts  and  ufeful  trades, 
have  published  a  number  of  feparate 
pieces  on  the  fubjefts  of  commerce 
and  political  ceconomy,  which  are 
nfeful  and  valuable.— At  Gottingen, 
likewife,  the  firft  volume  of  u  a 
Magazine  for  Induftry,  and  the 
Management  of  the  Poor,'*  has  been 
published  by  L.  Ger.  Wagemann, 
which  contains  a  variety  of  inte¬ 
resting  articles,  fuggeSled  by  a 
man  of  knowledge  and  experience, 
who  has  for  a  considerable  time  de¬ 
voted  his  clofe  attention  to  the  efta- 
blifhment  and  regulation  of  patriotic 
institutions. — At  Berlin,  and  at 
Stettin,  a  work  has  appeared  en¬ 
titled  “  Liberty  and  Property,  con- 
fidered  in  Eight  Dialogues  on  the 
Reiolves  of  the  National  Alterably  of 
France,  by  E.  F.  Klein.’’  The 
principal  objedt  of  this  author  is  to 
lay  down  the  general  principles  of 
liberty  and  property  ;  which  he  has 
done  on  a  more  liberal  and  enlarged 
plan  than  we  fhould  have  expended 
from  a  Subject  of  a  defpotic  govern¬ 
ment.  The  French  revolution  he 
confiders  •  as  a  g  rand  leffon  for 
kings j  and  hopes  that  they  will 
learn  from  it,  that  a  Standing  army 
avails  nothing  againSt  the  riling  of  a 
whole  nation,  and  that  the  power  of 
a  fovereign  ultimately  depends  on  a 
conviction  of  the  fuperior  wifdom, 
and  good  intentions  of  thofe  to 
whom  providence  has  entrusted  the 
reins  of  government.— At  Leipfic, 
profeftbr  C.  G.  Biener  has  published 
a  valuable  work,  on  the  fubjedt  of 
jurifprudence  called  66  Commen¬ 
taries  on  the  Origin  and  Progrefs  of 
the  German  Law,  vol.  I.”  in  two 
parts,  which  end  with  the  laws  of  the 
middle  ages. — Andat  the  fame  place, 
as  well  as  at  Prague,  there  has  been 
published  u  A  Dictionary  of  all  the 
Royal  Edicts  and  Laws,  relative  to 
he  Church;  at  prefent  in  force  in 
fcheAuitrhu  Dominions,”  collected 


bv  Otto  Steinbachvon  Kranickltein, 
late  prelate  of  Saaz ;  which  appears 
to  be  a  complete  and  accurate  work, 
and  will  be  found  ufeful  not  only  to 
the  ecclefiaftic,  but  to  the  historian. 
Among  fuch  publications  of  Ger¬ 
many  as  are  to  be  referred  to  the 
head  of  philofophy  and  mathema¬ 
tics,  the  firft  which  call  for  our  no¬ 
tice  are  the  Memoirs  of  Royal 
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Academies,  or  public  Societies.  In 
our  laSt  year’s  Register,  when  an¬ 
nouncing  the  “  Memoirs  of  the 
Royal  Society  of  Sciences  at  Gottin¬ 
gen,  for  the  Years  1787,  178 
we  Stated  that  they  confifted  entirely 
of  papers  of  the  phylical  c^afs.  But 
we  have  Since  found  that  we  had  only 
met  with  a  part  of  thofe  memoirs, 
and  that  they  contain,  alfo,  papers 
in  mathematics,  hiftory,  and  anti¬ 
quities.  To  the  mathematical  clafs 
the  contributors  are,  Ab.  Gotfh. 
Kseftner,  and  M.  G.  Simon  Klu- 
gel.  In  hiftory,  Profeftbr  Chr.  G. 
Heyne  appears  as  the  author  of  two 
learned  and  ingenious  Memoirs  on 
the  Spartan  Republic  and  Laws; 
to  which  Succeed  a  Memoir  on  the 
Metempfychofts  of  the  Egyptians,  by 
M.  Gatterer  ;  one  on  human  Sacri¬ 
fices,  by  M.  Chrift.  Meiners  ;  one 
on  the  Rife  and  Increafe  of  Cities 
in  Germany,  by  M.  Lud.  Tim. 
Spittler  ;  and  a  Defcription  of  the 
Cufic  Medals  in  the  Library  of  the 
Society,  by  M.  Tychfen. — At  Ber¬ 
lin,  the  Physical  Society  have  pub¬ 
lished  the  fourth  part  of  the  ninth 
volume  of  their  u  Memo!  IS}  ”  which 
contains  a  variety  of  papers  in  me¬ 
teorology,  natural  hiftory,  and  mi¬ 
neralogy,  by  M.  V an  Wangenheim, 
Dr.  P.  £.  Ifert,  Profeftbr  Klaproth, 
M.  Abilgaard,  M.  Karfteu,  and  M. 
Vegobre.  The  fame  Society  have 
published  the  firft  part  of  the  fourth 
volume  of  their  “  Obfervations  and 
Difcoveries  in  Natural  Philofophy.” 
The  contributors  to  this  ufeful  work 

are. 
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are,  M.  Pel  iffon,  M.  H.  Brukman, 
M.  Bindheim,  of  Mofcow,  M.  O. 

C.  R.  Silberfchlag,  M.  I),  Willde- 
now,  M.  Braun,  M.  Zeder,  M. 
Habel,  Fr.  V.  Paula  Schrantz,  and 
M.  Klaproth.— At  Manheim  hath 
been  publiflied  the  fixth  volume  of 
*4  the  Hiftory  and  Memoirs  of  the 
Electoral  Academy  of  Sciences  and 
Belles  Lettres,”  which  contains  a 
large  collection  of  papers,  written  in 
Latin,  French,  and  German,  on 
mathematical,  philofophical,  bota¬ 
nical,  meteorological,  ceconomical, 
medical,  and  other  fubjeds,  too 
numerous  to  be  fpecified  by  us ; 
which  are  followed  by  a  copious  in¬ 
dex  to  the  fourth,  fifth,  and  fixth 
volumes. — To  the  labours  of  indi¬ 
viduals  the  public  are  indebted  for 
44  the  Aftronomical  Ephemeris,  for 
the  Year  1792,  with  a  Collection  of 
the  Iateft  Obfervations  and  Difco- 
veries  in  Aftronomy,  by  J.  E. 
Bode,”  publiflied  at  Berlin  ;  44  Ob¬ 
fervations  on  the  Spots  and  Faf- 
eiae,  or  luminous  Parts  of  the- 
Sun,  with  Remarks  on  the  Ap¬ 
parent  Surface  of  the  Sun,  its  Ro¬ 
tation,  and  Light,  by  J.  Jer. 
Schroeter,”  publiflied  at  Erfurt ; 
44  An  Effay  on  fome  luminous  Spots 
obferved  in  the  dark  Part  of  the 

V,. 

Moon,”  tyy  the  fame,  publiflied  at 
Berlin  ;  44  A  fy  ft  erratic  Manual  of 
C hem i (try  in  general,  for  the  Ufe 
of  LeCkires,  by  F.  A.  C.  Oren,  M. 

D.  and  Piofeflor  of  Chemiftry,  part 

II. ”  publiflied  at  Halle ;  44  A 

phyfical  Dictionaiy,  or  an  Attempt 
to  explain  the  principal  Notions  and 
technical  Terms  of  Natural  Phiiofo- 
phy,  &c.  by  Dr.  J.  S.  Traugott 
Gehler.  vol.  ii.”  publiflied  at  Leip- 
lie ;  44  On  Heat  and  Phlogifton  not 
being  abfolutelv  light  Subfiances, 
by  C.  F.  H'mdefburg,”  publiflied  at 
the  fame  place  ;  44  A  Defcription  of 
the  EffeCts  of  a  violent  Thunder 
Storm,  which  happened  at  Halle, 
July  i2?  1789*  with  an  Explana*. 
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tion  of  the  Origin  of  Thunder  and 
Lightning,  by  S.  G.  Klligei,  Pro- 
feffor  of  Mathematics,  &c  ”  publish¬ 
ed  at  Halle;  and  44  An  Account  of 
an  improved  Inftrument  for  me  a- 
furing  Wind,  Ram,  and  Drynefs, 
by  Chr.  G.  Herzmann,”  ,  ubli  filed 
at  Annaberp;. — -To  this  catalogue 
we  muff  add  the  following,  which 
are  intended  to  ailift  the  progrefs  of 
fcience,  orincreafe  our  acquaintance 
with  nature :  44  Botanical,  Chemi¬ 
cal,  and  Philofophical  Mifcellanies, 
collefted  by  j.  N.  Jacquin,  vol.  iff.” 
publiflied  at  Vienna  ;  “  xA  philofo¬ 
phical  Defcription  of  the  Earth,  by 
L.  Mitterpacher,”  publiflied  at  the 
fame  place;  44  The  Art  of  Mining, 
vol.  i,”  publiflied  at  Leipfic,  and 
containing  a  great  variety  of  valua¬ 
ble  eflays ;  44  The  Miner’s  journal, 
by  A.  W.  Kohler,  Year  ii.  vol  i.”, 
publiflied  at  Friburg ;  44  Elements 
of  Mineralogy,  bv  T.  Fred.  Gmelin,” 
publiflied  at  Gottingen  ;  44  Minera- 
logical  Obfervations  on  fome  Ba- 
faltes  on  the  Rhine,  &c.”  by  M. 
Von.  Humbolt,  publiflied  at  Brunf- 
wic. ;  44  Sketches  of  the  Natural  Hif¬ 
tory  of  viviparous  Quadrupeds  and 
Birds,  by  M.  Plolandre,  M  D.*’, 
publiflied  at  Deux-Ponts  ;  44  The 
Natural  Hiftory  of  all  known  In¬ 
fers,  by  J.  F.  W.  Herbft,  vol.  iv„” 
publiflied  at  Berlin;  “The  Infed 
Calendar,  for  Entomologifts  and 
Hufbandmen,  by  N.  Jof.  Brahm, 
vol.  i.”  publiflied  at  Mentz;  “  Ob¬ 
fervations  on  Natural  fliftory,  and 
the  Sciences  connected  with  it,  &c. 
by  Fred.  Ehrhardt,  Botanift  to  liis 
Britannic  Majefty  the  Eledor  of 
Hanover,”  publiflied  at  Hanover  ; 
44  Analyfes  of  Flowers  of  different 
Genera  of  Plants,  demonftrating  all, 
even  the  minuteft,  external  Parts, 
to  determine  their  generic  Charac¬ 
ters,  &c.  by  R.  J.  G.  C.  Batfch,* 
vol.  i.  faff  iff’  publiflied  at  Halle  ; 
44  Florae  Megapolitanae  Prodomus, 
Ike*  arranged  in  general  after  the 
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Linnaean  Syflem,  according  to 
Thurrberg,  by  Joach.  Chrift.  Tim,** 
publiihed  at  Leipfic;  44  The  Phi- 
lofophy  of  Botany,  with  critical  Re¬ 
marks,  vol.  i.  by  F.  C.  Medicos, 
M.  D.  and  Superintendant  of  the 
Electors  Botanic  Gardens,”  pub- 
lifhed  at  Manheim ;  and  44  Tracts 
relative  to  Natural  Knowledge,  col¬ 
lected  by  C.  F.  Ludwig,  Profeffor 
of  Natural  Hiftory,  vol.  i.”  pub¬ 
liihed  at  Leipfic. 

Our  lift  of  the  hiftorica]  produc¬ 
tions  of  Germany  begins  with  sC  }. 
C.  Kraufe’s  Hiftory  of  the  molt  im¬ 
portant  Events  of  modem  Europe  ; 
a  manual  for  Tutors,  Students,  and 
thofe  of  all  Clafies  who  are  Lovers  of 
Hiftory,  vols,  i.  and  ii.”  publiilied 
at  Halle.  This  work  is  executed 
with  judgement  and  tafie,  and  as  far 
as  it  extends,  fupplies  a  defideratum 
in  German  hiftory.  The  fecond 
volume  concludes  with  the  fuccei- 
fion  of  the  Carlovingian  race  to  the 
crown  of  the  Franks. — At  Helrn- 
ftadt  hath  been  publiilied  44  The  po¬ 
litical  Hiftory  of  Europe,  from  the 
Death  of  Frederic  the  Great,  to  that 
of  Jofeph  If.  with  an  Introduction 
to  Lectures  on  the  Hiftory  of  the 
Times,  bv  }.  N.  Bifchoff,  public 
Teacher  of  Law  and  Philofophy.” 
This  work  affords  fufficient  evidence 
of  the  abilities  of  the  author  for  hif- 
torical  competition.  It  contains  a 
regular  connected  view  of  a  number 
of  important  events,  which  are  re¬ 
lated  with  perfpicuity,  and  in  a 
pleating  ftyle.  M.  Bifchoff  promifes 
to  contribute  to  the  inftruction  and 
entertainment  of  his  readers,  by  pub- 
1  tilling- yearly  accounts  of  the  politi¬ 
cal  flats  of  Europe. — At  Hamburg, 
M.  A.  Fred.  Bufching  has  publiilied 
44  Authentic  Supplements  to  the  Hif¬ 
tory  of  the  Reign  of  Frederic  II. 
with  an  hiftorical  Appendix.”  This, 
work  contains  much  valuable  infor¬ 
mation  under  the  heads  of  papula* 
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tion,  revenue,  trade,  and  military 
ftate,  together  with  fome  interefting 
anecdotes  oi  the  king,  from  the  privy 
couricellor  at  war,  Schoning,  that 
will  fecure  it  a  favourable  reception 
with  the  public.-—  At  Breilaw  hath 
apppeared  44  A  Collection  of  various 
Writings  on  the  Hiftory  and  Coafti- 
tot  ion  of  Sileiia,  by  Fred.  Wi  Ea¬ 
ch  aly,  Fifcal-general  to  the  King  of 
Pruflia  in  Sileiia,  vol.  i.”  This 
work  is  an  enlarged  and  improved 
edition  of  an  anonymous  treatife  on 
the  hiftory  of  Sileiia,  publiilied  by 
our  author  in  the  1776  ;  and  which 
was  extremely  well  received.  At 
Schwerin,  M.  Rudolff  has  perform¬ 
ed  an  acceptable  fervice  to  the  hifto- 
rian,  and  to  the  public,  by  the  care 
and  accuracy  with  which  he  has 
publiilied  his  44  State  Papers  relative 
to  the  Hiftory  of  Mecklenburg, 
Parts  ftrft  and  fecond. — 44  At  Frank-* 
fort,  and  at  Leipfic,  M.  H.  B, 
Wenck,  hiftoriographer  to  the 
prince  of  HefTe  -  Darmftadt,  has 
publiilied  the  fecond  volume  of  his 
judicious  and  pleaflng  44  Hiftory  of 
the  Country  of  Hefte;”  which 
throws  much  light,  not  only  on  the 
hiftory  of  that  principality,  but  on 
the  general  hiftory  of  Germany.  It 
is  enriched,  like  the  former  volume, 
by  a  coniiderable  collection  of  an- 
cient  pieces  and  curious  documents. 
—  At  Breilaw  have  been  publiilied 
44  Fragments  towards  an  Ecletiaftical 
Hiftory  of  the  Dhlidents  of  Great 
Poland,  and  a  better  Knowledge  of 
that  Country,  &c.”  bv  S.  Abraham 
Lau  ter  back.  This  work,  which  is 
well  written,  includes  a  period  of 
fornewhat  more  than  one  hundred 
years,  and  gives  an  account  of  the 
perfecutions  of  the  Diilidents  in  the 
towns  of  Zduny  and  Sienutorvo, 
fmcc  the  year  1670. — At  Altonr, 
M.  j.  A  B  often  has  publiilied  the 
ft rft  volume  of  an  44  Eeclefiafrical 
Hiftory  of  the  Town  of  Altona,  and 
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its  various  Secfts,  the  Barony  of  Pin- 
neberg,  and  the  County  of  Ranzan,” 
which  wiR  be  found  inftru&ive  and 
iriterefting. — At  Leipftc,  Dr.  Planck 
of  Gottingen  has  publifhed  the  third 
Tolume  of  his  very  valuable  44  Hif- 
tory  of  the  Origin,  Alterations,  and 
Formation  of  our  Proteftant  Doc¬ 
trine,  from  the  beginning  of  the  Re¬ 
formation  to  the  Introduction  of  the 
Form  of  Concord.”  This  volume 
begins  with  the  year  1531,  and  ends 
with  1533.  Like  the  former  ones, 
which  were  anonymous,  but  are  now 
avowed  by  the  author,  it  does  the 
hi  oh  eft  honour  to  his  induftry  and 
abilities,  and  fupports  every  material 
circumftance  by  an  appeal  to  au¬ 
thentic  documents.  —  At  the  fame 
place  hath  been  publifhed  44  An  En¬ 
quiry  into  the  Origin  of  the  Pyra¬ 
mids  in  Egypt,  &c.  by  S.  S.  Witte, 
profeffor  of  the  Law  of  Nature  and 
Nations,  at  Eoftock,”  which  de- 
ferves  particular  notice  only  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  wildnefs  of  the  hypo- 
thefts  for  which  the  author  contends. 
According  to  him,  the  Egyptian 
Pyramids,  the  Ruins  of  Perfepolis, 
Palmyra,  and  Balbec,  are  nothing 
score  than  bafaites,  thrown  up  by 
volcanos,  like  the  Giants’  Caufe- 
wav  in  Ireland,  and  are  to  be  conft- 
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dered  as  the  efrecls  of  very  ancient 
and  violent  revolutions  of  the  earth. 
— Our  limits  will  permit  us  only  to 
infert  the  names  of  the  following 
works :  44  the  firft  Lines  of  an  Effay 
on  the  Origin,  Manners,  Cuftoms, 
Opinions,  and  Sciences  of  the  An¬ 
cient  Slaves,  voh  ii.  by  C.  Got¬ 
tlob.  Anton,-”  publifhed  at  Leipftc ; 
44  pieces  relative  to  the  Hiftoryofthe 
Thirty  Years  War,  and  particularly  to 
the  free  Imperial  Town  of  Nurem¬ 
berg  during  that  Period,  by  Chrift. 
Gotti.  Von  Murr,”  publifhed  at 
N  uremberg  ;  a  Sketch  of  the  Hif- 
tory  of  the  War  of  the  Boors  in 
Franconia,  particularly  in  the  Bi- 


fhoprick  of  Bamberg,  publifhed  from 
a  contemporary  Manufcript,  by  G. 
Eruft  Waldan,”  at  the  fame  place; 
and  44  An  Account  of  the  Lives  and 
Writings  of  Preachers  of  the  Gofpel 
in  all  the  Communities  of  Hungary, 
collefted  and  elucidated  with  many 
Remarks,  by  J.  Dan.  Klein,”  pub- 
lifhed  at  Leinfic  and  Buda. 

_  x 

Under  our  laft  article  of  the  hif- 
tory  of  German  literature  we  fhall 
include  fuch  publications  as  are  to 
be  referred  to  the  heads  of  critical, 
claftical,  polite,  and  mifc.ellaneous 
learning.  And  the  firft  which  we 
have  to  mention  is,  44  j.  D.  Mi- 
chaelis’s Oriental  and  Exegetical  Ra- 
pofttory,  vol.  xxiv.,”  publi fired  at 
Frankfort  on  the  Maine.  Thofe  of 
our  readers  who  are  verfed  in 
oriental  literature  will  be  glad  to 
learn,  that  M.  Michaelis,  by  the  af- 
ftftance  of  an  able  coadjutor,  has 
been  able  to  continue  this  learned 
and  valuable  work.  The  prefent 
volume  contains  a  feptuple  index  to 
the  twenty  -  three  preceding  ones, 
compiled  by  D.  J.  J.  Schmidt,  and 
M.  J.  W.  Stuber,  and  confifting  of 
the  following  divifions  :  books  re¬ 
viewed,  remarkable  paffages,  He¬ 
brew  and  Chaldee,  Syriac,  Arabic 
words  elucidated,  Greek  words  elu¬ 
cidated,  and  works  mentioned,  to 
which  are  added  feveral  pages  of  er¬ 
rata,  and  additions  relative  to  the 
comparifon  of  Kennicott’s  Variantes, 
— At  Halle,  M.  F.  Aug.  Wolff,  pro- 
feflbr  of  eloquence,  and  of  the  hu- 
maniores  literse,  as  a  fpecimen  of 
the  new  types  to  be  employed  in 
his  projected  edition  of  the  Greek 
Orators,  has  publifhed  44  Demof- 
thenis  Oratio  contra  Leptinem,  cum 
Scholiis  veteribus,  and  Commenta- 
rio  perpetuo,  This  work,  be- 

fide  its  great  typographical  excel¬ 
lencies,  comes  recommended  to  the 
claftical  fcholar  by  the  great  variety 
of  philological  information,  and  ju¬ 
dicious 
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dicious  criticifin,  which  it  contains. 
* — In  our  laft  Regifter  we  announced 
the  publication,  at  Leipfic,  of  the 
firft  volume  of  the  44  Hiftory  of  Hero- 
dian,  from  the  Text  of  H.  Stepha- 
nus,  with  various  Readings,  &c.  by 
T.  W.  Irmifch.”  We  have  now  the 
opportunity  of  informing  our  rea¬ 
ders,  that  the  fecond  volume  of  that 
work  hath  appeared,  executed  in  a 
fimilar  manner  with  the  firft,  and 
containing  the  fecond,  third,  and 
fourth  books  of  Herodian.  M. 
Irmifch  hopes  that  he  fhall  be  able 
to  comprize  the  four  remaining 
books  in  the  next  volume. — At  the 
fame  place,  M.  J.  G.  Chr.  Hopfner 
has  publifhed  44  Euripidis  Cyclops, 
Greece,”  revifed,  and  accompanied 
with  notes,  which  will  be  found  of 
confiderable  ufe  in  reading  that  an¬ 
cient  writer. — At  the  fame  place  Dr. 
Fred.  Gotti.  Born,  public  profelfor 
in  the  Univerfity,  has  publ idled 
44  Anacreontis  &  Sapphus  Carmi- 
na,  Greece,”  with  notes  and  illuf- 
trations.  Among  the  numerous  edi¬ 
tors  of  thefe  Grecian  poets,  profefTor 
Born  is  entitled  to  a  very  diftinguifh- 
ed  rank,  and  to  the  warm  thanks  of 
their  admirers.  In  his  text  he  has 
chiefly  followed  the  laft  edition  of 
Erunk.  The  notes  are  judicioufty 
felefted  from  Stevens,  Orfini,  Barnes, 
Baxter,  Pauw,  ‘Dorville,  Fifcher, 
Schneider,  and  other  learned  cri¬ 
tics,  to  which  he  hath  added  many 
valuable  remarks  and  obfervations  of 
his  own. — At  Nuremberg  and  Alt- 
dorf,  profelfor  Wolfgang  Jaeger  has 
publifhed  fome  44  Additional  Obfer¬ 
vations  on  the  Ancient  Panegyrifts 
in  which  he  hath  availed  himfelf  of 
the  criticifms  in  the  Bibliotheca  Cri- 
tica  of  Amfterdam,  and  the  Biblio¬ 
theca  Phiiologica  of  Leipfic,  as  well 
as  of  other  helps,  to  correct  fome 
paftages  in  his  authors. --At  Leipfic, 
M.  ],  Kapp  has  publifhed  44  C.  C. 
'j’aciti,  de  Situ,  Moribus,  popu- 
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lis,  Germ.  Lib.”  revifed  bv  Paul. 
Dan.  Langolius,  with  his  feledf  ob¬ 
fervations,  taken  from  the  original 
manufcript.  Many  of  thefe  obfer¬ 
vations  are  effential  and  valuable ; 
others  are  trivial  and  unimportant. 
But  on  the  whole,  M.  Kapp  has 
done  fervice  to  the  caufe  of  literature 
in  publifhing  them.— At  the  fame 
place  hath  appeared  a  work  of  the 
late  excellent  critic  Reize,  on  which 
philologifts  will  let  a  high  value  :  it 
is  44  M.  Acci  Plauti  Rudens,  ad  Edi- 
tionum  antiquarum  Fidem,  turn  ad 
Criticorum  Emendationes,  &  ad 
Metrics  Legis  Normam  paffim  re- 
fecta,  &c.” — At  Gottingen,  like- 
wife,  the  caufe  of  claffical  litera¬ 
ture  is  indebted  to  M.  C.  G.  Heyne, 
for  the  corrections,  emendations, 
and  notes  with  which  he  hath  en¬ 
riched  his  44  Excerpta  ex  C.  Plinii 
Secundi  Hiftorica  Naturali,”  &c. : 
and,  at  Hanover,  to  M.  J.  H.  J. 
Koppen,  for  the  third  volume  of  his 
44  Explanatory  Notes  on  Homer.”— 
We  fliall  clofe  our  catalogue  by  in- 
ferting  the  titles  of  the  following 
works :  •  44  Hiftory  of  Parents,  &c. 
addreffed  to  thofe  in  the  middle 
Ranks  of  Life,  in  three  volumes,” 
publifhed  at  Leipfic  ;  “  HattoBifliop 
of  Mentz,  a  Legend  of  the  tenth  en- 
tury,”  and 44  Occurrences  and  Scenes 
from  human  Life,”  both  publifhed 
at  the  fame  place  ;  44  Ufeftil  Walks 
for  every  Day  in  the  Year,  for  Pa¬ 
rents,  Governors,  School  mailers,  &c. 
by  Chr.  C.  Andre,  and  J.  Mat. 
Bechftein,”  publifhed  at  Brunfwic  ; 
44  A  Book  of  general  InftruCtions 
for  People  in  the  lowerRanks  of  Life, 
by  Dr.  G.  F.  Seiler,”  publifhed  at 
Erlangen  ;  44  The  dramatic  Works 
of  J.  Chrift.  Brandes,  vol.  i.  iv.”, 
publifhed  at  Hamburg  and  Leipfic: 
44  Mafaniello  of  Naples,  an  original 
Tragedy,  by  Dr.  Albrecht,”  pub¬ 
lifhed  at  Berlin  \  and 44  The  literary 
Correfpondence  of  Le^fling,,,  with 
S  M.  J* 
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M.  J.  J,  Reifke,  M.  Mendellfohn, 
M.  Conr.  Arn.  Schmidt,  M.  J.  A. 
Ebert,  and  others  of  his  friends,  pub- 
li filed  at  the  fame  place. 

Among  the  literary  productions  of 
Switzerland,  the  fuff  work  which 
attracts  our  notice  is  entitled  44  The 
Fhilofophy  of  Politics,  on  the  Prin¬ 
ciples  of  Social  Elappinefs  ;  by  C. 
Mtiller,  ofFriedberg,  Knight,”  pub- 
Jifhed  at  St.  Gall.  This  work,  as 
far  as  the  author  has  proceeded  in  it, 
is,  im many refpedls,  intereding  and 
inbruftive.  Sir.  C.  appears  to  en¬ 
tertain  juft  ideas  of  the  origin  of 
-fociety,  and  of  the  end  of  civil  go- 
-vernment.  He  has  alfo  made  a 
-number  of  pertinent  and  fir  iking  re¬ 
marks  on  the  remains  of  the  pernici¬ 
ous  Feudal  Syftem,  which  are  in¬ 
termixed  with  the  exiding  dates  of 
fociety  in  mod  European  govern¬ 
ments.  We  were  furprifed,  how¬ 
ever,  to  find  a  writer  who  pofteffes 
liberal  and  enlarged  ideas,  in  fuch  a 
-work,  and  at  this  time  of  day,  de- 
-  fending  the  celibacy  of  the  pried- 
hood.  —  44  The  Hiftory  and  Me¬ 
moirs  of  the  Philofophical  Society  of 
Laufanne,  vol.  iii.”  is  compofed  of 
papers  in  political  oeconomy,  natu¬ 
ral  hiftory,  and  mineralogy,  which 
-comprehend  a  great  variety  of  im¬ 
portant  and  valuable  communica¬ 
tions.  Among  the  other  ingenious 
perfons  whofe  names  are  prefixed  to 
-fhfefe  memoirs,  we  meet  with  thofe 
.of  the  Ab.  Bertholon,  Dr.  Levade, 
M.  Tingry,  the  Chev.  de  Born,  pro- 
feffor  Struve,  count  Razoumoufky, 
M.  Gaufftn,  M.  J.  Sennebier,  and 
M/Rfeynier. — At  Geneva,  profeffor 
Pictet  has  publidied  the  firft  volume 
of  his  44  Physical  E flays,”  reciting 
accounts  of  a  number  of  experiments, 
and  of  conciudons  made  by  the  au- 
•thor  ;  which  his  well  known  and 
‘highly  efteemed  character  as  a  phi- 
loiopher,  will  fufficiently  recom¬ 
mend. -At  Laufanne,  M.  J,  -Lan- 
>  ■  ■ 
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teires,  Hon.  Prof,  of  Languages,  has 
publidied  an  44  Effay  on  Thunder, 
conddered  with  refpeft  to  its  moral 
Eifefts  on  Man,  and  on  a  remark¬ 
able  Thunderdroke which  is  en¬ 
riched  by  fome  valuable  notes  com¬ 
municated  to  the  author,  by  pro- 
feffor  de  Saufiure  of  Geneva. — At 
the  fame  place  hath  appeared  a 
work,  which  the  character  and  well 
known  abilities  of  the  author  will 
render  highly  acceptable  to  the  lo¬ 
vers  of  natural  knowledge.  It  is 
44  The  Natural  Hidory  of  jura,  and 
its  Environs,  and  that  of  the  three 
Lakes  of  Neufchatel,  Morat,.  and 
Bienne  ;  to  which  is  prefixed  an  Ef¬ 
fay  on  the  Climate,  Productions, 
Commerce,  and  Animals  of  that 
Part  of  the  Pays  de  Valid,  wThich  en¬ 
ters  into  the  Plan  of  this  Work;  by 
Count  G.  de  Razeumoufky,”  in 
two  volumes.  The  fird  volume,  ex^ 
cepting  the  introductory  edav,  is 
dedicated  wholly  to  Zoology,  and 
notices  upwards  of  bve  hundred  fpe- 
cies  of  animals.  The  fecond  volume 
is  compofed  of  mineralogical  and 
cofmological  obfervations. — At  Zu¬ 
rich  hath  been  publidied  the  brd 
volume  of 44  A  general  Hidory  of 
the  Jedi  its,  from  the  Origin  of  their 
Order  to  the  prefent  Time.”  The 
fubjeCt  which  this  author  has  chofen 
is  very  important,  and  at  the  fame 
time  a  very  difficult  one.  He  ap¬ 
pears,  however,  to  have  dudied  it 
with  condderable  care  and  attention  ; 
and  to  have  made  himfelf; acquainted 
with  the  bed  works  which  have  been 
-written  on  it,  by  members  of  the 
fociety,  and  by  others.  And  his 
hidory  promifes  to  be  more  com- 
-plete  and  impartial  than  any  which 
have  hitherto  been  prefented  to  the 
public. — At  the  fame  place,  profef¬ 
for  Milbiller  has  completed  44  Rief- 
beck’s  Hidory  of  Germany,”  in  three 
additional  volumes.  This  work,  as 
we  announced  in  a  former  Regiber, 

was 
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■*Vas  undertaken  by  M.  Winkoop. 
But  from  unforefeen  circumftances 
he  was  obliged  to  relinquifii  it  to 
our  author,  who  hath  executed  it  in 
the  fiyle  of  a  grave  and  difpafiionate 
hifiorian.  —  At  Laufanne,  M.  Cat- 
teau  has  publifhed  u  A  General 
View  of  Sweden  of  which  enter¬ 
taining  and  inftruftive  work,  as  it' 
hath  been  already  naturalifed  in  this 
country,  we  have  given  an  account 
in  another  place. — At  Zurich,  M. 
J.  G.  Fifch  has  jpublifhed  two  vo¬ 
lumes  of  44  Letters  on  the  Southern 
Provinces  of  France,  written  on  a 
Tour  through  Dauphiny,  Langue¬ 
doc,  Rovergne,  and  the  County 
of  Venaiffin,  in  the  Years  1786, 
1787,  and  1788;”  which  contain 
accurate  and  well-drawn  defcriptions 
of  the  objects  which  lay  within  the 
author’s  view,  and  pleafing  delinea¬ 
tions  of  men,  and  of  manners,  en¬ 
livened  by  charadteriflic  and  enter¬ 
taining  anecdotes. — At  Laufanne,  as 
well  as  at  Metz,  and  Nancy,  M, 
Defcombes  has  publifhed  a  work  en  ¬ 
titled  44  Universal  Geography,”  vols. 
i.  ii.  and  iii.  which  appear  to  con¬ 
tain  an  accurate  and  judicious  abridg¬ 
ment  of  that  feience.  —  Thefe  vo¬ 
lumes  are  confined  to  Europe,  Alia, 
and  Africa:  the  new  world  is  re- 
jferved  for  the  author’s  future  la¬ 
bours. — At  Geneva,  a  very  ufeful 
book  for  young  perfons  hath  been 
publifhed,  entit  ed  44  Elements  of 
Mythology;  with  an  Analyfis  of  the 
Poems  of  Ovid,.  Homer,  and  Virgil, 
together  with  an  Allegorical  Expla¬ 
nation  of  them,  by  Hugo  de  BaiT- 
ville,  Member  of  feveral  Acade¬ 
mies.” — At  Laufanne,  a  poem  has 
been  publifhed  called  44  La  Fran- 
ciade,  011  l’Ancienne  France,”  by 
M.V ernes,  J unr. ;  which  is  evidently 
the  produdtion  of .genius  and  abili- 
-  ties,  though  the  former  may  be  too 
wild  and  unreftrained,  and  the  latter 
.not  directed  by  j  udgment. 


— At  the  fame  place  have  been  pub, 
bli Hied  44  The  Adventures  of  Ed¬ 
ward  Bomfton,  intended  as  a  Conti¬ 
nuation  of  the  Nouvelle  tfeioife 
which  is  the  work  of  a  pleafing  and 
animated  writer,  who  is  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  human  heart. 
But  it  niufi  not  be  compared  with 
the  productions  of  Rouficau. 

I11  Italy,  the  catalogue  of  the 
publications  of  the  year  1790, 
which  are  entitled  to  a  place  in  our 
literary  hiftory,  does  not  prefent  us 
with  fo  great  a  variety,  as  in  feme 
former  years.  The  firfi  that  we  meet 
with  is  partly  of  a  theological,  and 
partly  of  a  metaphyfical  and  histori¬ 
cal  nature.  It  is  the  fecond  volume 
of  the  44  Thoughts  on  Man,  Sec.  by 
the  Abbe  Marini,”  publifhed  at 
Ferrara.  This  volume  is  divided 
into  three  books:  the  fifth,  fixth, 
and  Seventh  of  the  whole  work.  This 
fifth  book  is  on  the  taking  of  Troy ; 
to  which  is  annexed  a  diicourfe  on 
the  hifiorical  certainty  of  a  revealed 
religion  among  the  Hebrews.  rI  he 
fixth  book  is  entitled  Solomon ;  or, 
the  Building  or  the  Temple,  and 
contains  a  continuation  of  the  former 
difeourfe.  ri  he  feventh  book  con- 
fifis  of  an  Efiav  on  the  Foundation 

j 

of  Rome ;  which  is  followed  by  a 
Difeourfe  on  the  metaphyfical  cer¬ 
tainty  of  a  revealed  religion. — At 
Florence  a  memoir  hath  been  pub¬ 
lifhed  entitled  44  The  Anfwer  of 
Pope  Pius  VI.  to  the  Metropolitans 
of  Mentz,  Tfieves,  Cologne,  and 
Saltzburg,  relative  to  the  Apoftoli- 
cal  Nuncios.”  This  work  contains 
the  quintefcence  of  whatever  has 
been  produced  by  the  ablefi;  writers 
in  defence  of  the  defpotifro  of  the 
Roman  fee,  arranged  with  judg¬ 
ment,  perfpicuity,  and  addrefs..  Its 
principal  merits,  however,  are  of 
the  hifiorical  kind ;  in  which  view  it 
is  curious  and  important. 

In  mathematics  and  philofophy  we 
S  2  meet 
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tneet  with  u  the  Method  of  calcula¬ 
ting  Geographical  Longitudes  from 
the  Observation  of  Eclipfes  of  the 
Sun,  or  Occulations  of  the  Stars,  by 
M,  Cagnoli,”  publifhed  at  Verona. 
This  work  obtained  the  prize  from 
the  Danifh  academy  of  Sciences ;  and 
5s  chiefly  valuable  on  account  of  the 
method  which  the  author  has  pointed 
out  of  obtaining  the  object  which 
the  academy  recommended  to  the 
ingenuity  of  the  candidates,  wihout 
correcting  the  parallax  of  the  fphe- 
jriod. — At  the  fame  place  have  been 
publifned  “  Aftronomico-geometri- 
cal  Principles  .of  Geography,  bv 
Antoni-Marip  Lorgna,  Prejident  of 
the  Italian  Society,  Member  of  the 

Royal  Societies  of  London,  Peterf- 
*  t  '  t 
burgh,  Berlin,  &c.  &c.”~  In  this 

work  the  able  and  induflrlous  au¬ 
thor  applies  the  tranfcendental  ana- 
lyfls  to  geographical  maps,  laying 
a  tide  the  common  projections,  to 
find,  in  pure  geometry,  a  method 
of  representing  on  a  plane,  the  true 
fituation  of  places,  with  refpeft  to 
the  meridian  and  equator.  The 
fimplicity  and  accuracy  of  his  rules 
deferve  the  attention  of  the  mathe¬ 
matical  world. — At  Pavia,  .profefior 
P.  D.  Greg.  Fontana  has  publifned 
two  ingenious  dilfertations  “  On 
the  Theory  of  Pendulums,  and  the 
Law  of  the  Centripetal  Force  propor¬ 
tional  to  the  fimple  Diftance  of  the 
Centre,'  and  its  Application  to  the 
Doftrine  of  Pendulums.”  The 
principal  objeris  of  the  author  are  to 
demonftrate,  that  the  ifochronifm 
of  ofcillations  cannot  take  place  in 
cycloidal  arcs,  and  to  eftablifh  the 
following  theorem :  that  if  two 
movaafile  points,  impelled  with  un¬ 
equal  forces,  defcend  through  the 
arc  of  a  cycloid,  the  times  of  their 
delcent  will  he  in  a  fubdu plicate  re¬ 
ciprocal  ratio  of  their  force  y  whence 
it  n  qce.fi  arily  follows,  that  the  affion 
pi  the  fcapement  varying,  as  well  as 


that  of  the  moving  weight,  or  the 
powers  by  which  the  pendulum  is 
impelled  varying,  the  times  of  its 
vibration  mult  vary  in  the  fame  pro¬ 
portions. — At  Turin  have  been 
publifhed  an  “  Aftrometeorological 
journal,  compiled  from  Observa¬ 
tions,  made  at  Alba,  in  17 S'7,  by 
Abb.  C.  Benevelli and  a  journal 
of  ^  Meteorological  Obfervations 
made  at  Turin,  in  the  Year  1 7  89, 
by  a  Meteorological  Society,  com¬ 
piled  by  D.  G.  Beraudo,”  which 
contain  fadts '  and  conclufions  in- 
4erefting  to  the  caufe  of  fcieiice. — 
At  Turin,  M.  Ant.  Marie  Vaftalli 
has  publifhed  fome  “  Phyfico-Mete- 
orological  Letters  of  the  celebrated 
Natural  Philofophers  Sennebier,  de 
Saufliire,  and  Toaldo,”  with  his 
anfwersq  in  which,  with  great  in¬ 
genuity,  he  endeavours  to  remove 
the  objections  of  thofe  gentlemen  to 
his  theory  of  the  fire-ball,  obierved 
at  Turin  in  the  year  2784.  This 
treatife  contains  a  number  of  very 
important  obfervations  on  meteoro¬ 
logical  eledlricity. — “The  Aflrono- 
mical  Ephemeris  for'1791,  calcu¬ 
lated  for  the  Meridian  of  Milan,  by 
M.  Angelo  de  Csefaris,”  is  accom¬ 
panied  with  fome  interefling  Cffays 
and  obfervations  made  by  himfelf, 
and  MefTrs.  Reggio  and  Oriani,  in 
one  of  the  moft  complete  obferva- 
tories  in  the  world,  that  will  be  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  men  of  fcience. — So  will 
the  “  Aftronomical  Obfervations 
made  at  Pifa,  at  the  Obfervatory  of 
the  Academy,  from  the  Year  1778 
to  1  1,  by  Jof.  Slop,  1'rofefTor  of 

Aflronomy,”  vol.  iv.  This  able 
aflronomer  has  prefented  us,  in  this 
work,  with  a  number  of  important 
obfervations  on  the  planet  Herfchel, 
compared  with  the  tables  of  Meffrs« 
de  la  Place,  and  Oriani. 

Thofe  who  are  engaged  in  the 
purfuit  of  natural  knowledge  will, 
likewife,  be  defirous  of  feeing  P» 

baviolrf 
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Raviolis  curious  and  ingenious  44  Dif- 
fertation  on  the  Phyfical  Caufe  of 
the  Aurora  Borealis. ”  The  hypo- 
thelis  which  he  adopts  is  this,  that  the 
aurora  borealis  is  produced  by  the 
rays  of  the  fun  refraCted  by  the  ice 
of  the  polar  regions.  And  his  argu¬ 
ments  go  to  prove,  that  this  hypo¬ 
thecs  perfeftlv  agrees  with  all  the 
phenomena  of  it,  and  explains  them 
better  than  any  other. — At  Rome 
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M.  Scip.  Breiflak  has  publifhed 
44  Mineralogical  Obfervations  on 
Tolfo,  Oriolo,  and  Latera,”  which 
introduce  his  readers  to  new  fields 
for  geological  and  mineralogical  en¬ 
quiries.  This  philofophical  natu¬ 
ral  i  ft  informs  us,  that  the  Appenines, 
inftead  of  being,  as  has  been  gene¬ 
rally  fuppofed,  a  chain  of  volcanic 
mountains,  are  moftly  of  a  calcare¬ 
ous  nature.-—  A t  Naples,  Cav.  Jof. 
Giceni  has  publifhed  an  44  Effav  on 
the  Lithology  of  Mount  Vefuvius,” 
which  is  a  truly  valuable  and  fcienti- 
fic  work.  After  an  introduction, 
in  whick  the  chevalier  compares  the 
three  kingdoms,  and  afferts  that  the 
mineral  affords  the  molt  wonderful 
and  the  molt  ufeful  fubjeCts,  his 
treatife  contains  a  defcriptive  cata¬ 
logue  of  ail  the  productions  collected 
by  him  in  his  different  vilits  to  the 
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mountain,  arranged  according  to 
their  claffes,  genera,  fpecies,  and 
varieties.  From  the  fame  able  hand 
we  are  promifed  a  larger  work,  on 
the  natural  hiftory  of  Etna.  — At 
Sienna,  profelfor  Ambrofe  Soldani 
has  publifhed  a  very  important  work 
in  two  volumes,  entitled  u  Diminu¬ 
tive  and  Microfcopic  Tefteography 
and  Zoography,  in  which  minute 
native  Marine  T eftacea  and  Zoophy¬ 
tes,  are  defcribed,  diffributed  in  three 
Claffes,  and  figured,  with  Explana¬ 
tions;  to  which  is  added,  by  way 
of  Supplement,  an  Analyfis  of  Ma¬ 
rine  Sediments,  collected  in  differ* 
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ent  Places,  forming  together  k 
kind  of  new  Mufaeolum.”  Front 
the  accurate  obfervations  of  thisr 
author  it  appears,  that  the  fmalleft 
bodies  are  organized;  that  foil'd 
earths,  fands,  and  even  hones,  are 
filled  with  teftacea  and  zoophytes, 
which  the.  profeffor  has  defcribed, 
and  diffributed  into  claffes,  genera, 
and  lpecies.  This  work  is  illu fixated 
by  about  three  hundred  copper 
plates,  which  are  executed  in  a  maf- 
terly  manner. — At  Leghorn  a  valu¬ 
able  wdrk  has  been  publifhed  in  two 
volumes  quarto,  entitled  41  The 
Etrufcan  Fauna,  con  lifting  of  Infects 
collected  chiefly. in. the  Provinces  of 
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Florence,  and  Pifa,  by  Pet.  Roffi ; 
with  ten  coloured  Plates.”  The 
country  which  was  explored  by  M, 
Roll!,  was  peculiarly  favourable  to 
the  entomologift ;  and  has  enabled 
him  to  prefen t  his  readers  with  a 
great  number  of  new  fpecies,  which, 
are  accurately  figured  and  coloured. 

Among  the  hiftorical  productions 
of  Italy,  to  which,  as  ufual,  we 
unite  Sicily,  the  firft  which  calls  for 
our  notice  is,  the  fecond  volume  of 
the  44  Collection  of  State  Papers  re¬ 
lative  to  the  Hiftory  of  Sicily,  under 
the  Government  of  the  Saracens,  &c. 
from  the  Manufcripts  oftlie  Weftern 
Moors,  by  Iphonfo  Airoldi,  arch- 
bifhop  of  Haraclea,  &c.”  publifhed 
at  Palermo.  Of  the  i  mportance  and 
value  of  this  work  our  readers  will 
be  able  to  form  fome  judgement 
from  what  was  obferved  with  refpeCi, 
to  the  firft  volume,  in  our  laft  year’s 
Regifter.  And  the  intelligence  of 
the  publication  of  the  volume  before 
us,  will  be  acceptable  to  the  hifto- 
rian  and  antiquary. — At  Venice, 
Abbe  Franc.  Beccatini  has  publifhed 
44  A  Hiftory  of  the  Turks,  and  of 
the  Emperors  of  Conftantincyde, 
Germany,  and  Rufiia,  and  of  other 
Chriffian  powers,”  iu  fbc  volumes* 
S  3  The 
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The  chief  objeft  of  this  work  is,  to  life'  and  literary  occupations,  not 
give  a  narrative  of  the  wars  in  which  only  from  his  own  frequent  familiar 
the  Turks  have  been  engaged  with  converfation  and  intimacy  with  him, 
the  European  powers ;  to  rejeft  fuch  but  from  his  voluminous  correfpon- 
accounts  as  are  fabulous:  and  to  dence  with  Clairaut,  Mairan,  Mail- 


vindicate  fome  of  thofe  confpicuous 
characters  in  the  page  of  hillcry, 
who  have  unjuflly  been  held  out  as 
objects  of  odium  and  execration. 
The  abbe  feems  to  have  drawn  his 
materials  from  the  bell  fources ;  to 
have  arranged  them  with  judgment ; 
and  to  have  cloathed  them  in  an  eafy 
and  pleafing  flyle. — The  fame  au¬ 
thor  has  publifhed,  at  the  fame 
place,  44  A  Hiflory  of  Charles  III. 
of  Bourbon,  King  of  Spain  of 
which  we  have  not  met  with  any 
particular  accounts. — At  Florence 
hath  been  publifhed  44  The  govern¬ 
ment  of  Tufcany,  under  the  Reign 
of  his  Majefty  King  Leopold  II.5’ 
Which  details  an  account  of  the  va¬ 
rious  improvements  introduced  into 
that  country,  by  that  patriotic 
prince,  and  an  hifforical  view  of  the 
meafures  purfued  by  him  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  welfare  and  happinefs  of 
his  fubjects ;  not  by  war  and  con¬ 
quers,  but  by  enating  equitable 
laws,  maintaining  an  excellent  po¬ 
lice,  leflening  the  taxes,  and  encou¬ 
raging  commerce,  arts,  and  manu¬ 
factures.  To  the  whole  are  an¬ 
nexed  tables  and  documents,  to 
which  the  reader  may  refer  in  proof 
of  what  is  advanced.  Such  a  work 
cannot  fail  of  being  interefting  and 
nfeful. 

Our  lift  of  the  biographical  pub¬ 
lications  of  Italy  is  confined  to  a 
very  few  articles. — At  Pavia,  P. 
ConfL  Gianovini  has  publifhed  an 
elegant  44  Eulogy  of  the  Emperor 
Jofeph  II.  King  of  Hungary  and 
Bohemia,  &c.” — At  Rome,  Count 
J.  Bapt,  Avanzo  has  pubiifhal  the 
44  Eulogy  of  the  celebrated  P.  Jac- 
quier,”  in  which  the  author  has  been 
enabled  to  give  an  account  of  his 


pertuis,  d’Alembert,  and  others.-— 
At  Parma,  M.  Benj.  del  Bene  has 
publifhed  an  44  Eulogy  of  Count 
Z.  Betti,”  whofe  refpetable  and 
ufeful  talents  procured  him  the  re¬ 
ward  of  nobility,  and  a  medal  flruck 
in  his  honour;  and  who  had  an  an¬ 
nual  penfion  conferred  on  him  i  hat 
he  might  apply  Jhimfelf  to  fubjets 
of  commerce  and  public  ceconomy. 

Among  the  productions  of  Italy, 
for  the  year  1790,  which  are  to  be 
referred  to  the  heads  of  claflical  and 
polite  literature,  we  meet  with  44  The 
Ethiopic,  or  Gheeze  and  Ambarric 
Alphabets,  with  the  Lord’s  Prayer, 
Salutation  of  the  Virgin,  Creed, 
Ten  Commandments,  &c.”  pub¬ 
lifhed  at  Rome,  by  the  Society  de 
propagande  Fide.  The  reafon  that 
the  focietv  turned  their  attention  to 
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Ethiopia,  and  publifhed  this  work 
was,  that  in  1786  their  miffionaries 
began  to  conceive  hopes,  that  their 
communication  with  that  kingdom, 
which  had  been  flopped  fince  the 
year  1640,  would  again  be  opened, 
and  fcope  given  them  for  the  exer- 
cife  of  their  zeal  in  making  profe- 
lvtes  to  the  faith  of  Rome.  — At 

J 

Parma,  M.  Clement  Bfcndi  has  pub¬ 
lifhed  the  firfl  vol.  of  44  A  Tranfla- 
tion  of  the  Aineid  into  Italian  Verfe.” 
This  volume  contains  the  fix 
books;  and  is  faid,  by  foreign  jour- 
nalills,  to  pollefs  great  merit ;  and 
even  to  be  thebefl  verfion  of  this  poet 
which  hath  yet  appeared.  W  e  prefume 

they  mean  to  coniine  their  obferva- 
✓ 

tiori  to  the  Italian  language* — At 
Padua,  Ab.  G.  Bertola  has  publish¬ 
ed  44  A  Cblletion  of  Fables  and 
EpigraIIis';:5,  to  which  he  has  pre¬ 
fixed  an  EiTay  on  Fable.  The  flyle 
of  the  fabler  which  the  abbe  has 

chofea 
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chofen  is,  in  general,  pleating ;  and 
a  number  of  his  epigrams  poflefs  the 
true  point  which  fhould  diftinguifh 
that  fpecies  of  compofition.  In  his 
Bflay  on  Fable,  the  author  enquires 
into  the  merits  of  the  principal  an¬ 
cient  and  modern  fabulifls,  and 
gives  the  preference  to  the  former. 
Of  Gay  he  fays,  44  That  he  is  a  fa- 
buliil  for  a  nation  that  can  be  pleaf- 
ed  with  the  writings  of  a  Shak- 
fpeare.” 

In  France,  the  productions  of  a 
theological  kind,  for  the  year  1790, 
have  been  very  few  in  number. 
The  firft  which  we  have  to  mention 
is  entitled  44  a  fatal  Blow  to  Super- 
ffition  and  Prejudice.”  This  is  the 
work  of  a  rational  deift,  who,  Block¬ 
ed  at  the  myftery,  fuperftition,  and 
bigotry,  which  difgrace  the  name 
of  Chriflianitv  in  the  Romifh 
church,  flies  for  refuge  to  the  Ample 
and  mild  doCtrines  of  natural  religion. 
In  his  attacks  on  the  fuperftition  and 
abfurdity  of  the  doctrines  and  infti- 
tutions  of  popery,  he  writes  like  a 
man  of  fenfe  and  reflection ;  and 
contends  for  the  interefts  of  human¬ 
ity,  and  the  rights  of  confcience, 
with  a  proper  and  commendable 
zeal.  Wth  refpeCt  to  revelation  he 
is  a  pupil  of  Rondeau ;  and  would 
moA  probably  have  been  a  Chriflian, 
had  he  met  with  a  candid  and  judi¬ 
cious  guide  to  remove  thofe  difficul¬ 
ties  which  the  corruptions  of  Chrif- 
tianity  have  introduced,  and  for 
which  the  Gofpel  is  not  refponflble  ; 
or  affociated  with  thofe  who  adopt  a 
liberal  and  rational  mode  of  explain¬ 
ing  the  Bible.  We  have  been  led 
into  this  opinion,  from  attending  to 
his  fentiments  of  the  exiftence  and 
perfections  of  the  fupreme  being, 
and  our  dependence  upon  him  ;  the 
obfervations  which  he  has  advanced 
concerning  the  importance  of  reli¬ 
gion  to  fociety  ;  his  judicious  and 
Solid  reafoiiings  in  favour  of  the  i ru¬ 


mor  tali  tv  of  the  foul ;  his  excellent 
reflections  oil  the  propriety  and  ne- 
ceffity  of  public  worfhip ;  the  AriCt 
moral  difcipline  which  he  would  pre¬ 
fer  i  be  ;  and  by  his  reafonings  to 
prove,  that  the  feriptures  themfelves 
do  not  in  the  leafl:  countenance  many 
ofphofe  abfurd  and  incomprehenft- 
ble  dogmas,  which  are  pretendedly 
deduced  from  them. — The  44  Civic 
Sermons,  or  the  Patriotic  Pallor,  by- 
Abbe  Lamourette,”  have  been  pub- 
liAied  in  Numbers,  and  embrace  a 
variety  of  topics,  religious,  moral* 
and  political.  Such  as  are  of  the 
latter  defeription  are  intended  to 
prove,  that  the  revolution  is  the 
work  of  God,  and  tends  to  improve 
the  morals  as  well  as  the  happinefs  of 
the  people.  44  Of  the  change,”  fay 
the  French  Journalifts,  44  the  revo- 
44  lution  has  etfeCled  in  our  pulpits, 

44  thefe  difeourfes  are  a  {hiking 
44  proof.  Their  ftyle  is  clear,  tim- 
44  pie,  and  nervous;  and  they  dif- 
44  play  the  moral  truths  of  the  gof- 
44  pel,  divefled  of  all  ufelefs  myf- 
44  tery.” — 44  The  Elements  of  Uni* 
verfal  Morality,  or  the  Catechifm 
of  Nature,  bv  the  late  Baron  <P  Hoi  - 
bach,  &c.”  is  laid,  by  the  anony¬ 
mous  editor,  to  be  p'ubiifhed  by  the 
permiAion  of  the  baron’s  family,  from 
whom  he  received  it.  It  is  a  publi¬ 
cation  that  Will  not  diihonour  his 
memory  :  for  it  proves,  to  convic¬ 
tion,  thfet  morality  is  not  a  phantom 
of  the  imagination,  but  it  is  founded 
on  the  nature,  wants,  and  in  ter  efts 
of  man*  and  that  ‘without  if,  he 
connot  be  happy,  be  his  circumflan- 
ces  what  thev  may.- — The  44  Ella  vs 
on  Morality,  or  nd  durable  Confli  - 
tiition  without  good  Morals,  ad- 
drefled  to  the  National  AAembly,  by 
Mr.  D.  C.”  afe  the  productions  of 
a  nervous  and  fen  Able  writer,  who 
deferves  to  be  commended  for  his 
ardent  love  of  virtue,  his  hatred  of 
vice,  and  the  indignation,  that  he  e» 
$  q  prcffeS 
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prefles  again#  every  excefs  that  is 
an  offence  to  morality. 

Among  the  publications  in  France 
On  the  fubje&s  of  government,  law, 
and  political  ceconomy,  we  meet  with 
an  “  Kffay  on  Penal  Laws,  by  M. 
Paftorat,  Matter  of  Requefts,  and 
Member  of  the  Academy  of  Infcrip- 
tions and  Belles  Lettres,  in  two  Vols.” 
This  is  a  very  important  and  valuable 
work ;  and  does  equal  honour  to 
the  good  fenle  and  humanity  of  the 
author.  In  the  firftvol.  Mr.  Pafto- 
ret  lavs  down  his  principles  of  penal 
legiflation,  and  takes  a  brief  philofo- 
phical  and  fiiftoitycal  view  of  the  fub- 
jetft.  The  maxims  on  which  his  fyi- 
tem  is  founded,  tend  to  promote  a 
mild  and  humane,  but  at  the  fame 
time  a  ftridt  adminiftration  of juftice. 
In  the  fecond  vol.  he  endeavours  to 
eftablifh  a  juft  proportion  between 
crimes  and  punifhments  ;  and  ex¬ 
amines  the  relation  of  the  one  to  the 
other,  in  different  points  of  view. 
The  punifhment  of  death,  he  con¬ 
tends,  the  ft  ate  has  no  right  to  to  in- 
fiidf,  excepting  in  great  and  ex¬ 
traordinary  cafes,  which  can  very 

v  J 

leldom  occur,  when  the  fafety  and 
happinels  of  a  community  may  ren¬ 
der  it  neceiTary  to  facrifice  the  life  of 
an  individual.  Legiflators  in  every 
country,  even  in  our  own,  where 
fame  reformation  in  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  juftice  is  confefiedly-  neceftary, 
may  derive  conftderable  advantage 
from  this  excellent  eBay  M.  J. 
Jallet,  curate,  and  deputy  from  the 
province  of  Poitou,  has  alfo  publifhed 
a  fenftble  and  well  written  treat ife, 
concerning  Punifliment  by  Death.” 
With  great  force  of  argument, 
and  eloquence  of  didtion,  he  con¬ 
tends,  that  the  puniftiment  of  death 
ought  not  to  be  inflidted  in  any  cafe 
whatever ;  that  no  puniftiment  ought 
to  be  perpetual ;  and  that  every  chaf- 
tifement  being  corredfive,  no  indeli¬ 
ble  mark  and  ignomy  ought  to  be 
I&ed  ©n  criminal  u -The  u  En- 
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quiry  concerning  the  Courts  of  Juf¬ 
tice,  and  Criminal  Procefi'es  in  Eng¬ 
land,  extradfed  from  Blackftone's 
Commentary,  and  preceded  by  a  Dif- 
co.urfe  on  the  principal  Forms  of 
thofe  Proceftes,  and  the  Abolition  of 
capital  P  uniftiments,”  contains  a 
number  of  juft  notions,  and  excel¬ 
lent  principles.  The  Englifti  form 
of  judicature  the  author  extols  as 
approaching  nearly  to  perfedlion ; 
and  recommends  it  as  a  model  of 
that  criminal  jurifprudence  which  is 
adapted  to  a  free  people,  and  calcu¬ 
lated  at  once  to  infure  punifhment 
to  the  guilty,  and  fafety  to  the  inno¬ 
cent. — The  u  Thoughts  on  the  Influ¬ 
ence  of  Manners  on  the  Military 
State  of  Nations/’ contain  a  number 
of  juft  philofophical  obfervations  on 
war,  conqueft,  and  the  influence  of 
military  power  on  laws,  which  de- 
ferve  the  attention  of  legiftative  bo¬ 
dies,  and  of  thofe  who  are  placed  in 
the  refponfible  offices  of  government. 
— M.  f  halumeau’s  “  Catechifm  of 
Taxation  for  the  Country/’  is  the 
produdtion  of  a  well  informed  and 
patriotic  citizen,  who  deferves  well 
of  his  country  for  the  inftrudtions 
which  he  gives  with  refped!  to  ten¬ 
torial  imports,  that  the  people  may 
be  induced  to  pay  their  contributions 
chearfully,  by  learning  that  they 
are  neither  partial  nor  oppreffive. — . 
“  The  Opinion  of  J.  A.  Brouillet, 
Rector  of  Avife,  and  Deputy  to  the 
National  Aflembly,  concerning 
Duels,”  contains  a  number  of  philo¬ 
sophical,  manly,  and  patriotic  ob¬ 
fervations  on  the  pernicious  effe£ts  of 
duelling,  the  abolition  of  which  he 
ftrongly  recommends  to  the  national 
aflembly.  The  fundamental  prin¬ 
ciple  upon  which  he  argues  is  this, 
that  a  man’s  honour  cannot  be 
tainted  by  the  conduct  of  another. 
And  he  offers  a  variety  of  cogent 
reafons  to  fhew,  that  thofe  ought  to 
be  difgraced,  who,  in  contempt  of 
the  law,  dare  to  give  a  challenge ; 
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and  that  it  can  never  be  di {honour¬ 
able  to  refufe  a  challenge,  as  true 
honour  confifts  in  fubmiffion  to  the 
iawsL — 44  The  Memoirs  of  Agricul¬ 
ture,  and  of  Rural  and  Domefiic 
Qeconomy,  publifhed  by  the  Royal 
Agricultural  Society  of  Paris,  for  the 
year  1788,  Winter  Quarter,”  are 
indebted  for  feveral  important  pa¬ 
pers,  among  others,  to  the  contri¬ 
butions  of  M.  Crette  de  Palluel,  M. 
Chancey,  and  M.  de  la  Tour  d’  Ai- 
gues.  — M.  Chalumeau’s  treat ife  en¬ 
titled,  44  mv  Cottage,”  contains, 
likevvife,  many  obfervations  that 
will  be  ufeful  to  the  cultivator. — M. 
Cliquot  de  Blervache’s  44  EBay  on 
the  State  of  the  internal  and  external 
Commerce  of  France,  &c.”  is  a  fen- 
fible  and  patriotic  work,  which  con¬ 
tains  a  number  of  curious  practical 
details,  that  may  be  of  ufe  to  every 
commercial  country.  —  M.  Gour- 
nay’s  44  general  View  of  the  Trade, 
Merchants,  Manufacturers,  &c.  of 
France,  Europe,  and  the  other  Parts 
of  the  Globe,”  is  an  improvement  of 
a  former  work  which  he  publifhed 
under  the  the  name  of  44  the  Com¬ 
mercial  Almanac.”  It  pre-fen ts  the 
merchant  with  a  compendium  of  all 
the  laws  which  have  been  made  in 
France,  refpefling  commerce,  and 
gives  an  account  of  the  different  ob¬ 
jects  to  which  they  relate.  —  1VI.  Pin- 
geron’s  44  Sele  Sion  of  different  Pro¬ 
jects  calculated  to  promote  the  Pub- 
lick  Welfare,”  among  many  articles 
that  are  already  well  known,  or 
that  may  appear  fpeculative  and 
trivial,  contains  a  number  of  re¬ 
marks  and  obfervations,  that  are 
calculated  not  only  for  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  his  own  country,  but  for  ge¬ 
neral  utility.  —  Among  the  other 
publications  in  France,  in  this  de¬ 
partment,  which  have  been  favour¬ 
ably  received  by  the  public,  we  muff 
content  ourfelves  with  infer  ting  the 
iiinaes  of-the  following ;  a  “  Memoir 


relative  to  the  Improvement  of 
Bridges  and  Highways,  by  M.  de 
la  Milliere on  the  Sugar  Cane, 
and  the  Methods  of  extracting  It* 
eflential  Salt,  See.  by  M.  Bntrone 
la  Couture,  M.  D;”  44  Obfervations 
Experiments,  and  Eflays  on  Agri¬ 
culture,  &c.  by  M.  Varenne  dta 
Fenilie;”  on  the  Demefnes  of  the 
Crown,  and  the  advantages  of  alie¬ 
nating  them  in  Perpetuit  y  44  Ob¬ 
fervations  on  the  military  ConfHtn- 
tion,  &c.  by  M.  Dubois  de  Cra nee. 
Deputy  of  the  Bailiwic  of  Vitry-le- 
Francois’’  ;  44  View  of  the  Advan¬ 
tages  of  Commerce,  by  M.  PAbbe 
Baudiffon  44  Memoir  on  the  Ad¬ 
min  iftrati  on  of  the  Navy,  and  of 
the  Colonies,  by  M.  de  Bory u  a 
Treatife  on  Bees,  bv  Abbe  de  la 
Rocca,  Vicar  general  of  Scyros;” 
44  Rural  and  City  Oeconomy,  &c.  by 
Abbe  de  la  Lauze the  44  Works  of 
.  Law,  Comptroller  General  of  the 
'reach  Finances  under  the  Regent ; 
containing  the  Principles  of  Curren¬ 
cy,  Commerce,  Credit,  and  Banks, 
with  Notes;”  44  the  Poffhurnous 
works  of  Abbe  de  Mably,  Voh  I.” 
44  the  Kiftory  of  public  Men  fprung 
from  the  third  Eflate,  with  a  Dif- 
courfe  on  the  Advantages  and  Abu- 
fes  of  Nobility  44  the  French  Ci¬ 
tizen’s  Catechifm,  compofed  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Spirit  and  Letter  of  the 
new  Conftitution,  by  M.  PAbbe 
Augar;”  an  animated  and  eloquent 
juflification  of 44  the  Decree  of  the 
National  AfTembly,  relative  to  the 
Poffeffions  of  the  Clergy,  eonfidered, 
as  it  Refpeffs  the  Nature  and  Law* 
of  the  Eclefiaflical  Eftablifhment, 
by  M.  PAbbe  L.;”  and 44  the  Political 
Situation  of  France,  and  its  relation 
to  all  the  Powers  of  Europe,  by 
M.  de  Peyffonnel.” 

In  mathematics  and  philofophy, 
the  firft  work  which  merits  diitmft 
notice  is,  44  Polygonometry,  or  the 
Menfuration  of  rectilinear  Figures, 

with 
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with  an  Abridgement  of  the  Ele¬ 
ments  of  Ifoperimetry,  or  the  mu¬ 
tual  Relation  of  the  Magnitude 
and  Surfaces  and  Figures,  by- 
Simon  Lhuilier,  member  of  the 
Pruffian  Academy  of  Sciences,  &c.” 
The  principal  aim  of  the  author 
is,  to  determine,  immediately,  the 
furface  of  a  rectilinear  figure,  with¬ 
out  refolving  it  into  triangles.  This 
he  does  fuccefsfully ;  and  eftablifhes 
feveral  theorems  which  ferves  as 
bafes  to  polygonometry,  the  utility 
which,  as  rendered  independent  of 
trigonometry,  he  clearly  fhews, 
whether  confidered  with  refpeCt  to 
theory  or  practice.  In  the  ele¬ 
ments  of  ifoperimetry,  the  molt 
remarkable  part  is  that  which  treats 
of  pyramids  and  cones ;  which  will 
be  allowed  to  pofTefs  much  merit, 
even  by  thofe  mathematicians  to 
whom  the  new  methods  of  calcula¬ 
tion  are  familiar. — M.  E.  M.  J.  Le- 
moin  de  Epoies’s  “  Elementary 
Treatife  on  Mathematics,  &c.  to 
which  is  added  a  Hiftory  of  pure 
Mathematic,  and  of  the  moft  cele¬ 
brated  Geometricians,”  is  an  ufeful 
work,  arranged  with  judgment  and 
accuracy,  and  delivered  in  a  con- 
cife  and  perfpicuous  Ryle.  From 
the  long  experience  which  the  au¬ 
thor  has  had  in  teaching  the  mathe¬ 
matics,  he  appears  to  be  well  quali¬ 
fied  to  convey  inftrnCtion  in  the 
moff  eligible  mode.— «u  The  Tables 
of  Jupiter  and  Saturn,  deduced  from 
the  Principles  of  univerfal  Gravita¬ 
tion,  according  to  the  Theory  of  M. 
de  la  Place,  and  the  beR  Obferva- 
tions,  &c.  by  M.  de  Lambre,”  is  a 
work  which  cannot  be  too  highly 
prized,  for  the  induRry  and  accu¬ 
racy  which  it  difeovers.  If  any  con¬ 
firmation  of  the  Newtonian  theory 
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were  wanting,  thefe  tables  would 
afford  a  Rrong  and  convincing  one. 
The  practical  aRronomer  will  alfo 
derive  benefit  Rom  the  ufeful  aftro- 
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nomical  formulae  of  M.  de  Lambre; 
— The  u  New  Hydraulic  Architec- 
ture,  containing  the  Art  of  raffing 
Water  by  means  of  different  Ma¬ 
chines  &c.  by  M.  de  Prony,  Engi¬ 
neer  of  Bridges  and  Highways,  &c. 
Part  I.  containing  a  Treatife  of 
Mechanics  for  the  Ufe  of  thofe  who 
are  defigned  for  Building  of  every 
Kind,  &c,”  is  a  work  that  will  be 
efieemed  of  confiderable  importance 
by  all  engineers.  The  author  has 
particularly  attended  to  the  relations 
between  theory  and  pra6tice ;  and 
introduced  all  the  improvements 
that  have  been  made  in  the  fcience, 
fince  the  publication  of  the  celebrat¬ 
ed  Hydraulic  Architecture  of  Beli- 
dor. — M.  Bellery’s  “  Effav  on  the 
Meafurement  of  Ships,”  contains  an. 
examination  of  the  various'  me¬ 
thods  that  have  been  praCtifed  for 
that  purpofe,  in  the  different  ports 
of  France,  pointing  out  their  de¬ 
fers,  and  propofing  a  new  method, 
which  has  been  approved  of  by  the 
royal  academy  of  fciences,  as  accu¬ 
rate,  and  eafily  practicable. — The 
“  Elements  of  Chemiffry,  by  M.  J. 
A.  Chaptai,  ProfelTor  of  Chemiffry 
at  Montpellier,”  are  written  by  a 
new  convert  to  the  antiphlogiftic 
fyRem,  who  has  confequently  adopt¬ 
ed  the  new  nomenclature.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  the  judgment  of  the  royal 
fociety  of  Montpellier,  they  poffefs 
that  perfpicuity,  precision,  method, 
and  elegance  ofRvle, which  diRinguifh 
the  lectures  of  their  author,  with 
frequent  and  happy  applications  of 
chemical  principles,  to  the  pheno¬ 
mena  of  nature  and  art,  which  con- 
ffitute  the  chief  end  of  chemiffry. — • 
From  the  elegant  pen  of  the  count 
de  la  Cepede,  the  public  have  re¬ 
ceived  the  fecond  volume  of  his  u  Na¬ 
tural  Hiffory  of  Serpents,”  which 
is  entitled  to  equal  praife  with  the 
firft  volume ;  of  the  general  charac¬ 
ter  aad  merits  of  which  we  gave  a» 

ac- 
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account  in  Gur  Regifter  for  the  year 
1788,  To  this  volume  the  count 
has  prefixed  an  eulogy  of  the  cele¬ 
brated  count  de  Button,  in  which  he 
difplays  great  fervour  of  imagina¬ 
tion,  and  an  enthufiafiic  admiration 
of  his  matter  ,*  and  two  differtations, 
the  one  on  the  nature  of  ferpents 
in  general,  and  the  other  contain¬ 
ing  the  Nomenclature,  and  a  me¬ 
thodical  table  of  ferpents.— In  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  foregoing  publications, 
we  can  only  infert  the  titles  of  the 
following  :  44  An  Efiay  on  Reau¬ 
mur’s  Thermometer,  by  M.  Gauf- 
fen;.”  44  Entomology,  or  the  Na¬ 
tural  Hiftorv  of  Infedts,  with  their 
generic  and  fpecific  Char  afters,  De- 
ibriptions,  Synonimes,  and  Figures, 
by  M.  Olivier,  M.  D  44  An  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  Infedfs  of  France  re¬ 
puted  venemous,  taken  from  the 
Writings  of  Naturalifis  and  Phyfi- 
cians,  and  from  Observation,  by  M, 
Amoreux,  Junr.  M.  D 44  the  Pa- 
rifian  Flora,  &c.  executed  according 
to  the  Linnaean  Syftem  by  Mr* 
Thuillier;”  and  44  the  French  Gar¬ 
dener’s  Didtionary  by  M.  Filafiier.” 

In  enumerating  the  hiftorical  pro- 
dudtions  of  France,  the  nidi,  in 
point  of  order,  which  calls  for  our 
notice  is  44  An  hiftoricai  Efiay  on 
the  Legiflation  of  Perfia,  &c.  by  the 
abbe  Gaudin,  clerk,  Counfellor  to 
the  fovereign  Council  of  Corfica.” 
This  work,  which  dilplays  equal 
learning  and  ingenuity,  contains 
many  judicious  obfervations  on  the 
Hiflory  of  Perfia,  and  fitch  of  its 
inftitutions  as  were  connected  with 
religion  and  virtue  of  every  kind, 
delivered  in  a  lively  and  agreeable 
manner.  To  the  Efiay  is  prefixed  a 
complete  tranfiation  of  the  Garden 
of  Rofes,  of  Sady,  a  Peffian  Der- 
vife,  which  is  well  known  to  confifl 
of  detached,,  but  interefting,  pieces 
relative  to  the  hi  Rory  and  religion 


the  World,  from  the  Deluge  to  the 
Reign  of  Othniel,  firfi  Judge  of  the 
Israelites,  in  which  profane  PI  i  Rory 
is  reconciled  with  facred,  and  Ctefias 
with  Herodotus,  and  in  which  is  given 
the  true  Succeffion  of  the  Ancient 
Kings  of  Egypt,  Chaldea,  Afiyria, 
and  the  different  States  of  Greece* 
the  principal  Events  of  their  Reigns, 
the  Foundation  of  other  Kingdoms 
and  Empires,  the  Original  and  Pro- 
grefs  of  Idolatry,  and  the  molt  re¬ 
markable  Actions  of  thofe  whom  it 
deified,  &c.”  form  an  ufeful  chrono¬ 
logical  work,  which  by  thofe  who 
are  attached  to  fuch  Rudies,  "will  be 
found  to  contain  many  profound  re<^ 
fearches,  ingenious  conjectures,  ami 
new  ideas,  worthy  of  their  attention. 

. — 44  The  View  of  the  Revolutions 
of  Europe  in  the  middle  Ages,  with. 
Chronological  and  Genealogical 
Tables,  by  M.  Koch,  in  two  volsP* 
does  credit  to  the  author’s  accuracy 
of  refearch,  and  philofophical  fpirit* 
Thefe  volumes  contain  a  concife 
view  of  the  hifiory  of  the  middle 
ages,  from  the  overthrow  of  the 
weftern  empire  to  the  death  of  Ma¬ 
homet  II.  in  1481.  For  all  the 
principal  events  which  he  has  in- 
vefligated,  he  has  given  the  reader 
fufficient  documents  ;  and  fubjoined 
to  the  whole  many  ufeful  notes,  re¬ 
lative  to  geography,  chronology  and 
genealogy. — -44  Normandy,  anciently 
a  Country  having  States,  or  a  Col* 
legion  of  authentic  Documents,  re¬ 
lative  to  Afiemblies  and  Conven¬ 
tions  of  the  States  of  the  Province 
of  Normandy,  from  1315  to  1630^ 
by  D.  J.  L.  Le  Noir,”  is  a  wrork 
which  will  be  highly  acceptable  .to 
the  hiftonan  and  antiquary.  ihe 
papers  which  compofe  this  volume 
were  defigned  to  be  a  part  of  a  very 
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.  voluminous  work  on  Normandy ; 


which  the  author  has  been  prevent¬ 
ed  from  completing  by  want  of  pro- 
•f  his  country.--*44  The  Annals  of  per  encouragment,  — 44  The  true 
i  Ori- 
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Origin  of  the  Property'  of  the 
Church,  or  curious  Hiiforical  Frag¬ 
ments,  containing  the  different 
Ways  in  which  the  fecular  and  re 
gular  Clergy  of  France  have  en¬ 
riched  themfelves  &:c.  compiled  by 
M.  Rozet,”  is  a  work  abounding 
in  curious  and  learned  enquiries, 
and  much  interfiling  matter,  which 
will  fatisfy  the  unprejudiced  with 
refpedf  to  the  equity  of  the  meafures 
of  the  national  affembly,  relative 
to  feccledadical  property. — “  The 
Hidory  of  the  Sorbonne,  in  which 
is  difplayed  the  Influence  of  Theo¬ 
logy  or  civil  Society,  by  M,  L.  Abbe 
J.  Duvernet,  in  two  volumes,”  is 
not  merely  an  hiflory  of  the  Sor- 
bonne,  but  of  theology  in  France. 
This  work  which  was  undertaken 
at  the  indication  of  Voltaire,  about 
25  years  ago,  but  not  publifhed  till 
very  lately,  contains  a  relation  of 
numerous  circumdances  and  fadls, 
which  do  no  honour  to  the  Sorbonne, 
or  the  hierarchy  connected  with 
them,  and  which  judify  the  very 
levere  and  indignant  epithets  which 
the  author  applies  to  that  body.  It 
throws  alfo  confiderable  light  on  the 
Hidory  of  France,  befide  relating 
fadfs  and  intrigues  not  generally 
known,  many  of  which  will  excite 
the  adonidiment  of  the  reader. — • 
<c  The  Hidorical  Difconrfe  on  the 
Character  and  Politics  of  Lewis  XI, 
by  a  Citizen  of  the  Section  of  the 
Theatre  Francois,  year  of  Liberty 
2,”  is  a  fendble  and  judicious  work, 
executed  with  dridt  impartiality; 
while  at  the  fame  time  truth  obliges 
the  author  to  hold  up  a  detedable 
tyrant  in  his  true  and  proper  co¬ 
lours.  Befide  every  thing  that  had 
been  publidied  relative  to  Lewis  XI. 
our  author  has  had  recourfe  to  feve- 
ral  valuable  manufcripts,  and,  par¬ 
ticularly,  to  thofe  of  le  Grand,  in 
four  vols.  folio.  This  work,  in¬ 
deed,  was  ufed  by  the  late  iVL  Du- 
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clos ;  but  as  it  was  not  his  wifh  t<! 
paint  tyranny  as  the  ohjedf  of  exe* 
cration,  he  did  not  exert  the  fptrifc 
of  a  freeman  and  a  citizen  in  avail¬ 
ing  himfelf  of  the  information  that 
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it  contained. — u  The  new  Hidory 
of  Henry  IV.  kins;  of  France  &c. 
by  M,  B,”  is  executed  with  judg¬ 
ment,  ability,  and  tsde.  The  pub¬ 
lic  events  the  author  relates  in  their 
natural  order;  paints  the  different 
adtors  who  appeared  on  the  dage, 
with  great  drength,  and  proper  dif- 
crimination  of  colouring;  and,  in  a 
plealing  and  intereding  manner, 
difplays  the  heroifm,  the  military 
fkill,  the  patriotifm,  the  fociai)le 
qualities,  the  wit  and  humour,  the 
beneficence,  the  magnanimity,  and 
the  frailties  to.),  of  the  great  and  good 
monarch  whofe  hidory  he  writes. 
—  u  The  Memoirs  of  the  Maradia 
Duke  de  Richlieu,  containing  the 
Hidory  of  the  Court  of  Louis  XIV, 
of  the  Regency  of  the  Duke  of  Or¬ 
leans,  of  the  Reign  of  Louis  XV. 
and  of  the  Fird  Fourteen  Years  of 
Louis  XVI.”  are  laid  to  have  been 
compiled  in  the  library,  and  under 
the  infpeftion  of  the  duke  de  Rich- 
lieu  ;  but  for  the  truth  of  this  we 
mud  rely  on  the  word  of  the  anony¬ 
mous  editor.  To  the  curious  thev 
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will  afford  more  gratification,  than 
to  thofe  who  read  for  rational  infor¬ 
mation  ;  as  they  contain  the  fecret, 
and  we  may  add,  the  fcandalous 
chronicle  of  the  French  court,  during 
the  period  mentioned  in  the  titl* 
page. — “  The  Enquiry  into  the 
Geography  of  the  Greeks,  or  a  View 
of  the  Syftems  of  Eratodhenes, 
Strabo,  and  Ptolemy,  compared 
with  each  other,  and  with  modern 
Geography,  by  M.  Gobelin,”  is  a 
learned  and  ingenious  work,  in 
which  the  errors  and  the  merits  of 
ancient  geographers  are  refpeTively 
pointed  out,  and  their  fydems  illufk 
•rated  by  accurate  and  neatly  en- 
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graved  maps. — “  The  Geography 
of  France,  according  to  the  New 
Divifion,  with  Two  Alphabetical 
Tables,  one  of  all  the  Departments, 
the  other  of  all  the  Chief  Places  of 
Diftridts  and  Departments,  by  M. 
Canquin  Chamber,”  appears,  from 
the  title  page,  to  be  an  ufeful  and 
feafonable  publication. — The  tra¬ 
veller  through  France  will  alfo  meet 
with  a  pleafing  and  ufeful  companion 
in  “  A  Defcripnon  of  the  principal 
Places  in  France,  containing  De 
fcriptive  and  Hiftorical  Accounts  of 
the  Provinces,  Cities,  &c.  remark¬ 
able  for  any  Curiofities  of  Art  or 
Nature,  or  interefting  and  lingular 
Events,  &c.  interfperfed  with  criti¬ 
cal  Oblervations,  and  illuftrated  with 
Maps,  by  J,  A.  Dulaure,  in  four 
pocket  volumes.” — “  The  Obser¬ 
vations  made  in  the  Pyrenees  being 
a  Sequel  to  the  Obfervations  upon 
the  Alps,  inferted  in  a  Tranflation 
of  Letters  on  Switzerland  by  W. 
Coxe,  A.  M.  by  M.  Ramond  de 
Carbonnieres,”  have  been  received 
in  France  with  diftinguifhed  marks 
of  approbation.  They  are  philofo- 
phical,  and  inftrudtive,  as  well  as 
entertaining.  They  contain  a  mi¬ 
nute  topographical  defeription  of  the 
Py  renees;  tlie  extent  of  this  im- 
menfe  chain  of  hills,  their  direbtion, 
and  the  elevation  of  different  parts  ; 
with  the  numerous  vallies,  lakes, 
and  rivers  which  are  formed  in  them; 
comparifons  of  thofe  hills  with  the 
Alps,  refpeCting  th  extent  of  their 
glaciers,  their  acceilibilitvq  and  the 
influence  of  their  elevation  on  ve¬ 
getable  and  animal  life ;  and  the 
difference  which  their  mines  and 
geographical  fituation  have  produced 
in  tne  condition  of  their  inhabitants. 
—  “  The  Memoirs  Hiftorical,  Poli¬ 
tical,  and  Geographical,  of  the 
Travels  of  the  Count  de  Ferrieres 
Suqvebceufj  in  T urkey,  Perfia,  and 
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Arabia,  &c.”  will  afford  the  reader 
information  and  entertainment.  It 
were  to  be  wiflied,  however,  that 
the  author  had  not  been  fo  haftv  and 
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fuperficial  in  many  parts  of  his  de¬ 
feription  ;  and  that  he  had  been  lefs 
copious  in  the  detail  of  his  perfonal 
quarrels  with  count  de  Choifeul- 
Gouffier. 

We  ftiall  now  chofe  our  account 
of  the  literature  of  France,  by 
briefly  noticing  fuch  publications  as 
are  to  be  referred  to  the  heads  of  po¬ 
lite  and  mifcellaneous  learning* 
The  two  volumes  of  “  Orations  and 
Memoirs,  by  the  Author  of  the  Hif- 
tory  of  Aftronomv,”  i.  e.  M.  Bailly, 
are  worthy  of  the  phiiofophical  and 
learned  abilities  of  their  ingenious 
author,  and  will  be  found  highly  in- 
terefting  and  entertaining-.  Befide 
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fome  pieces  which  hive  already  re¬ 
ceived  the  approbation  of  the  public, 
and  an  ingenious  letter  concerning 
the  faculties  of  animals,  they  conftft 
of  fpeeches  delivered  by  M.  Baiily 
in  his  official  capacity  as  mayor  of 
Paris,  a  bifeourfe  on  his  being  ad- 
mi  ted  to  a  feat  in  the  French  ac- 
cademv,  and  eulogies  on  eminent 
and  diftinguifhed  characters. — The 
“  AbftraCt  of  btudies  by  a  Man  al¬ 
ready  modelled  by  Education,  for 
the  Benefit  of  a  Man  yet  to  be  form¬ 
ed,  dedicated  to  the  Keprefentatives 
of  the  Nation,  by  M.  Lederc,  Che¬ 
valier  of  the  Order  of  the  King, 
&c.”  is  the  production  of  a  perfon 
of  great  reading  and  knowledge, 
who,  in  this  grand  moment  of  re¬ 
formation,  offers  his  advice  on  a  fub- 
jeff  of  great  importance  to  the  com¬ 
munity.  In  a  long  preliminary  dif- 
courfe,  the  author  infills  on  the  ne- 
cefiity  of  a  national  education ; 
which  he  recommends  as  a  proper 
object  of  attention  to  the  legiflature. 
1  lie  defign  of  this  work  is  to  pro- 
pofe  a  proper  plan  for  fuch  an  edu¬ 
cation  $ 
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€3tion;  in  which  he  avails  himfelf 
©f  the  opinions 'of  the  bed  writers, 
ancient  and  modern,  and  delivers  a 
ynimber  of  ingenious  and  ufeful 
hints  on  political,  moral,  and  meta- 
phyfjcal  fuhjeds.—44  The  Guide  to 
Youth,  of  each  Sex,  on  their  En¬ 
trance  into  adlive  Life,  &c»  by  M. 
Reztr  M.  D.  Phydcian  in  Ordinary 
£0  the  King,”  confids  of  a  number 
of  feuflble  difquifitions,  on  ufeful 
and  mterefling  fubjects,  conveyed 
in  agreeable  and  pleadng  language, 
and  defigned  to  form  the  judgment, 
to  improve  the  tafte,  and  to  direct 
the  afiedt ions  of  the  riling  genera¬ 
tion,  In  the  execution  of  his  plan, 
the  author  difcovers  a  confiderable 
knowledge  of  the  world,  liberal  and 
juft  fentiments,  and  a  folicitude  to 
protedt  young  minds  from  vice  and 
folly,  that  cannot  be  fpoken  of  in 
too  high  terms. 

With  refpedt  to  the  publications 
of  Spain,  we  are  not  in  poflellion  of 
any  information  that  will  warrant 
its  in  attempting  our  ufual  imperfedt 
fketch  of  its  literary  hidorv.  We 
have  only  learned,  that  D.  J.  Sem- 
pere  y  Guarinos  is  publidiing  an 
ufeful  work,  entitled  44  Sketch  of  a 
Bibliotheca  Hifpaniola/’of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  writers  who  have  appeared  in 
that  country;  and  that  Don  T. 
jLopez  is  contributing  to  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  geographical  knowledge, 
by  publifhing  maps  of  different  parts 
of  Spain,  which  are  executed  on  a 
large  fcale,  and  in  a  maderiy  man¬ 
ner. 

ft  is  with  pleaftire,  however,  that 
we  are  enabled  to  conclude  our  vo¬ 
lume  by  announcing  to  our  readers 
Lome  articles  that  have  appeared  in 
Portugal,  a  kingdom  that  we  but 
feldqm  hear  of,  in  the  way  of  litera¬ 
ture.  At  Lilbon,  the  cardinal  pa¬ 
triarch  has  pubiiflied  a  pafforal  let¬ 
ter,  addreffed  to  44  All  buffragaps,” 
she.  warning  them  againd  the  in- 


creafing.  third  after  novtlty  in  re¬ 
ligion  that  appears  in  the  world, 
and  its  dangerous  confequences.  The 
alarms  of  the  good  patriarch  appear 
to  have  been  excited  not  only  by  the 
difcurbances  that  fiave  vexed  the  mo¬ 
ther'  church  in  foreign  countries,  but 
by  a  dangerous  difpofition  to  enquiry 
which  is  rapidly  increafing  in  Por¬ 
tugal,  and  the  progrefs  which  philo- 
fophy  is  making  in  that  country. 
From  the  complaints  that  he  makes 
it  appears,  that  many  of  the  Portu- 
guefe  begin  to  lofe  their  veneration 
for  the  relics  and  images  of  faints, 
and  to  call  in  queilion  the  authority 
of  the  traditions  of  the  church. — . 
44  The  Geconomical  Memoirs  of  th® 
Royal  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Lif- 
bon,  for  the  Promotion  of  Agricul¬ 
ture,  Ants,  and  Induftry  in  Portugal 
and  its  Colonies,  vol.  i.,”  are  a  fa¬ 
vourable,  fymptom  of  the  improving 
date  of  the  country.  This  volume 
contains  twenty  memoirs,  chiefly  on 
ceconomical  fubjedls.  The  names 
of  the  contributors  to  it  are,  J.  H. 
Ferreiras,  Da  Barros,  Vandelli,  Y, 
de  Loureiro,  De  Silveira,  Da  Silva, 
Coutinho,  Sias  Baptida,  Da  Ca¬ 
mara,  Da  Cadra,  Feijo,  and  Bal- 
trao. — M.  Y.  de  Loureiro,  one  of 
the  academicians,  has  likewife  pub- 
lifhed  44  Flora  Cochinchinenfis,  con¬ 
taining  the  Plants,  growing  in  the 
Kingdom  of  Cochinchina  ;  to  which 
are  added,  others  obferved  in -the 
Empire  of  China,  in  the  Eaderp 
Parts  of  Africa,  and  various  Places 
in  India,  all  arranged  according  to 
the  Sexual  Sydem  of  Linne,”  in 
two  large  volumes  quarto.  This 
work  is  unquediopably  of  great  im¬ 
portance,  and  forms  a  valuable  ad¬ 
dition  to  our  knowledge  of  plants, 
— Don  Vandelli,  another  of  the 
academicians,  has  alfo  publifhed 
44  Gri (ley’s  Plants  of  Portugal,  il- 
lndrated  with  the  Linnaean  Names 
which  is  much  more  intelligible  and 
6  ufeful 
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ufeful  than  the  work  was  in  its 
original  ftate. — The  royal  academy 
have  likewife  publiihed  44  The  Life 
of  the  Infant  Don  Edward,  by  And. 
de  R|gende  which  is  an  intereft- 
ing  work,  as  it  was  written  by  a  ce* 
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lebrated  author,  at  a  period  when 
the  Portuguefe  nation  was  in  its 
moft  flourilhing  ftate,  and  the  lite-. 
rature  of  the  country  in  its  golden 
age. 
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ERRATUM. 

IN  the  laft  Volume  of  the  New  Annual  Regljlerr  p,  [297]  of  the  Lite** 
rary  Department,  for  Cardinal  de  Fleury,  read  Abbe  de  Flcury, 
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